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F.No. 1-5/2010-EE-4 
Government of odia 

1inistry of Human Resonrce Develop ment 
Departnent of School Educatiot And Literacy 

Subject: Guidelines under seetion 35() of the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory 

Education (RTE) Act, 2009 regarding free and compulsor education in s 
neizhbourhood sehool 

New Dellhi Dated: 25" Julv, 2011 

`everal provisions o the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education (RTE) ict. 2009 

Including sections 3{), o. 8 b). 9{b). i0, and 12(ljfe). reer to neigkhourhont schoot These 

guidelines under section 351} of the RTE Act seek to clarii the context in shich hese 

provisions are made. and the interniav betveen the various provisicns in the RIE Act witt 

reference to reighborhooi schoo!. 

CHAPTER2: Right to Free and Compuisory Educarion 

SECTION 3: Ever child of the age of six to fourteen years shall huve the right to free and 

conpulsory education in a neighhourkood school till the complerion of elementar cuucation. 

The challenge in Cur country has beun io design system of cducation that atcrsses the social, 

culurai and ineuistic difierences in a manner that recognizes and respects diversity, and at ihe 

same time narroN5 the dispartties arnsing out of caste, class and gender Tiis vas evemritied in 

he Kothari Comnission R:ror, i968. through the cotcept o the ibonrhovd schoot that 

would preserve inguistie and cuitural divezsity ihrough educaion of cyuiable .ality 

ensure that children irom ditlerent SOcial, cCOnOmiK and ethnic backeounds s oul sit togethe: n 

: COmmon classrOom, so that the ciassroomn itself becomes a site for social integration. This ce2 

is reiterated in the National Policy on Education (PE) I986 à92 The neighbourhod schoal, 

incorporated in the Rit Acr. 1s therefore meant io be a site tor inclusion, so that the schoe! 

hecomes 1 comnor srece tor education, and chriren's cducztion and schooling sioes not get 

diiferentiated on caste, ethnis eroup and ciass lines. 
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In providing tor the ght of every child to free and compulsory eduCation in a neighbourhood 

school. the RTE Aet does not restrict the choice of the child to seek admission in school lin 

may not be in the immediate vicinity, or the etghbourhood of the childs residence. In other 

WOrds, ihere is n0 compulsion on the child to scck ad1mission only n the school in his or her 

meighbourhood 

CHAPTER : Duttes of appropriate Governnient, local authorities and prents 

SECTION 6: For carring out the provisions of this Act, the appropriate (overnment and tit 

lcai autherity shall estabiish. within such area or limits of neighlbourhood. us many be 

prescribed, a school, where it is not so established, within a period of three years front he 

COPNINERCEReNi ef this 1c. 

he rationale of this provision is to provide all cihiltren access to elementary education. iniversal 

cess requires schooling acilities within reasonable reach of all children If schoois are rot 

Naied in or neat the habitations where chilren reside, children may not compiete schooling. 

ev en if they are fommaily enrolled in schocls. or account of distance factors. The RTE Act 

therefore mandates the appropriate governments Rnd loca! authorities t provide for chi.dten 

2s to elementary scheols within the define rea or limits of reighbourhcod. 

Therefore, 2 heigishorhovd schoot is a sclhco! iocated wihin the detined iimits or area at 

neighbourhood, as notitied by the State Government under ihe State RTE Ruies Ihe Central 

RTE Rules have nottied the area or inits 01 netgiibourheud i0 factor in distanc: nerm ne 

kilometre for children in classes {-, and three kilometres for children in cesses V|-\I ith 

provision for lation of norrS i piaces #th diticuit :eain were tiere ma: 

landslides. floxds, lack of roads and in general. danger for young children in the approach trom 

their hones to the schooi. in the case of children with disabilities. the CenlralRTE Rulcs ptostde 

for eppropriate 3nd sate iransportation ar3igeents L0 enable them i0 alend shooi 2nd 

complete elementury eucation. The Central RTE Rules contain the position of the Central 

Central RTE Rules are ppicable to Union Ieriiones ithou: Legisatute lo c 

scitools, in the vas4l! oter Sues and laien Territories the reichbourhood norms negi to he 

otified in the StateTRIE Rules 
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The Centr: Government has also circulated Model RTE Rules to the States, which incorporate 

Similar provisons as in the Central RIE Rules for the guidance of States 

States lUls need to arrive at a clear picture of current availability ot schools within detined urea 

OF limits of netghbourhoods In order fo do this. State LIs need to t1) define the neLghbourhood 

nOms keeping in iey that all primarv and upper primarv scheols and composite schools f*lih 

prmay ad upper prumay sectiors), established by tle Stat tioyermment and 'ocal hdre 

Iould h ebourkooci schools for the purpose of seettot 3(1l). and (1} map he 

rerghbourhoecs or habtations and link them to specific vcloots It 1S possihle hat 

neighbourhood may be linked to more than one school. Similarl, a school may be inked to 

more hàn one neighbourhood. The mapping exercise will help tdentity gaps and areas u ere 

new schoois need to be opened to ensure universal access 

hile undertaking mapping to determine the need. and planning for estabiishment of 

reighbourood schools, the aperapriate Government should factor in the intake cap2city in 2il 

schools within the area or imits of neishbourhood as prescribed under scction h. e 

Govermment or iocal bouy schoo!s. aided schoois and unaited and specified categor schols 

`uch piunning wiil ensure that the Government ises is resources optimally in relat on o the 

aCtuIi requirement of providing aniersai access to eleertary edaation. 

SECTION 8(b) 4ND SECTION 9b}: The appropriate Governnent ilocul authority) shall ens ure 

availahiliry ofa neighbourhood schvol as specifid in sectian ó 

Based on tie apng exercise w kdent:ty gaps the aonroprate uverm ternt or local uthrt si 

take steps io open new schools 10 ensure universa access s per the limne Irames miandated uider 

sectiono. 

SECTION J0: /t shal! be tie duiy of every parent er guardian to admit or ca4se to be admitted his 

or her child or ard as the case may be t0 elementary educHticn in the neighbourheod school 
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his rovision castsa moral responsibility on every parent guardian to admt ther 
chilkiren'wards to school. and ensure that children are not depr1ved of their right o clermentary 

CdiRcation. This includes. for example, child labour, children in ecologically deprived arcas 

where they are required to ferch fuel, water, fodder and do other household chores nliren in 
very noor sBunt commnunities and uprooted urban habitatcons. children of families of aven gers 

and other sih stigratiseç protesss, children ot itinetant ot seaonal labour who h:cmonie 
and tansient ittestyie the construetion workers. toad workers and workers on large constructien 
site's. children of iandless agriculture labour who are required to augment tamil omes hs 

provision should be read toether wih the responsibility of the appropriate Govetnneil and 

iocal authority to provide free and compulsory elementary education in a neighbourhooni school 

ik is not the intention of this proviston to compel parents guardians and children wrds. who do 

rot Nish to avail of fre and compulsory education, te necessarilv admit their childrer sards it! 

rEghbourikood school. 

CHAPTER 4: Responsibilities of SchooBs and Teuchers 

SECTION I2 (1): For the purposes of this Act, a school. 
ia) specijied in sub-chause (i) of clause {nj of sectian ? shal! provide free and compulsory 

elementary zducaicn to ull chiláren admitted tiherein: 

ib} specified in sub-clause (ii of clause (n) of sectien 2 shall provide free and compuisory 
elementary education to such proportion of chiliren admitted therein as its annial 
reCurring aid or grants so received bears to its annual recurring expenses, sabject to u 
miniun of tsenry five per cent. 

(e) speeified in sub ciausex (iii) and iiv) of clause in) of section 2 shall adit in class 1. to the 
etent of at least fiweni five, of the sirength of that class, children betonging to neuher 
sections and disadvantaged group in the neigh bourhond and provide free and compulsory 
elementary education till its completion. 

Section 12) of the RTE At spells out the extent of the school's responsibilty tor iree and 

compusory education. lt mandates that: 

(a) ail Govemmet and local budy schvols ptuside itve and compulsory ustot 

to al cihtldren erelled threin. Th, e oment or loca! o shocl shal! 

fiunctior as 1 eigiorood sehooi tor alt those cildren who wist 0 o a 
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(b all aided schools eceiving aid or grunts to theet whole or part ot tis experiss siail 
provide fhee and compulsory cducation (0 such proportion of children s its annuzl 

recuming aid or grants, subject to a minimum of 259% 

(C) al anatded ad speitied cateuors choois amely Kendriya Vity.alay 3. avoday a 

\idt alava. Samucools or any other school itav ing a distinct character as specitied by 

notutication bv the Sate Gov ermment L|, shail admnit and provide Iree and coipulsory 

education to at least 25% of the annual class I intake (or pre-primary section as fhe case 

mav be) children belonging to weaker sections and disadvantaged groups in the 

neigitbourhood. Such schools wil! be the neighbouricod school only to the extent o 

admission of 23" or the ciass intake ior pre-primarv section as the cast muy Be} 

nnuaily in respec: oi children from disadvantaged groups and tveaker setions in the 

neighbourhcod of the school. For the remaining children in aided, unaided and spectied 

category scheols the neighbourhood criter:on does not appiy. Such schcels shall be 

reimbursed expernúiture in cCordance sith section i2). 

It is furher clarntied that residentiai orivate unarded schools, w hich start 3t a class haher than 

Class l, would not be recured io admit 259e chldren irom disadvantaged groups 3rd weaker 

sections in their schoois under section i2:1 )te), and thus such seats in residentlal sctiools aot 

sturting at class l need n0t be fucored into ihe avalan:ity and requicnent o neunbourneod 

schools for universa! access 

These guidelines should be brought to the knowledge ot all concmed for nerevsarv conpliance 

This issues with the approvil of the coipetent athernt 

Arun kumar 
Cnder Secretarv Govt. of India 

Kandrtya VktyaBaya Siksa (C G) 
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