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Message

A school finds its soul not only in classrooms or assemblies, but in the holy precincts of its library — a
place where thought deepens, language unfolds, and silence finds voice. Here, amid the gentle turning
of pages, young learners discover the joy of words and the power of ideas.

This magazine honours the quiet guardians of that world — our librarians — who, with care and
dedication, open doorways to understanding and wonder. In their hands, a library becomes more than
a room; it becomes a landscape where questions grow and perspectives widen.

In an age of haste and fleeting images, the deliberate pace of reading offers something rare — depth.
Each book holds a mirror, a window, or sometimes a map, guiding the reader to unfamiliar places
within and beyond themselves.

This publication is both a celebration and a call— a celebration of those who nurture a reading culture
in our schools, and a call to remember that the strength of education lies not only in syllabi, but in the
freedom to explore, to imagine, and to think critically.

I extend my appreciation to all contributors of the magazine and hope that these pages inspire many
more to discover the quiet magic that lives between the covers of a well-loved book.

Dr. P. Devakumar
Additional Commissioner (Acad)
Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan
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Editorial

In the everyday bustle of our Kendriya Vidyalayas and ZIETs, something remarkable
happens when a student finds the right book. That moment—when eyes widen and time
slows—is what our librarians work for. They don't just manage collections; they create
spaces where curiosity thrives. We've seen it happen: a reluctant reader discovers a story
that speaks volumes to him, ateacher finds a resource that transforms her lesson, a shy child
makes the library his haven. These small victories matter more than circulation statistics or
perfectly arranged shelves.

Our librarians have moved beyond the old notions of libraries as quiet storage rooms.
They've reimagined these spaces as workshops of thought, where students debate ideas,
create projects, and sometimes simply sit in the company of books that understand them
better than anyone else might.

Books, as gateways to countless worlds, hold the power to shape minds and stir souls.
Libraries, their sanctuaries, are not just spaces of silence but of transformation—where
stories breathe, dreams germinate, and knowledge takes root. At the heart of these vibrant
hubs are our librarians, the unsung torchbearers of reading culture. With passion and
purpose, they are reimagining the library as a dynamic space of inquiry, dialogue, and
discovery.

This compilation brings to light the remarkable efforts of these knowledge stewards—
initiatives that blend tradition with technology, heritage with innovation, and structure
with creativity. From reading corners that echo laughter to digital catalogues that extend
learning beyond walls, each story here is a testament to what a library can become when
guided by vision.

May this collection inspire schools across the nation to view libraries not as rooms of books,
but as realms of wonder. Let us continue to build not only institutions of learning, but
treasure troves of thought. And in doing so, may we never forget the quiet magic of the
library—and the librarian who keeps its flame alive.

Chandana Mandal
Joint Commissioner (Training)
Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan
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Gift a Book, Get a Friend
A Community Qutreach Programme

.-'-
et

Gift a Book &
’“"‘1 Get a Friend |

EDITION & FLAL]

& School Chala. Thingvsninthapuwap

-~
L

“Books make great gifts because they have whole worlds

inside of them. And it’s much cheaper to buy somebody a
book than to buy them the whole world!” — Neil Gaiman.

Making friends by gifting books and sharing the joy
of reading has become one of the most beautiful and
heartwarming annual celebrations at Kendriya Vidyalaya
Pattom. Every year, as the librarian and coordinator of this
programme, I find myself humbled and inspired by how
our school connects with society, especially by supporting
the development of libraries in nearby, less privileged

government schools. It is a small but powerful way of
opening doors to the wonderful world of stories, ideas, and
imagination for many children.

When the date for the ‘Gift a Book, Get a Friend’ (GBGF)
community outreach programme is finalised, the entire
school shifts into campaign mode. Partner schools are
chosen thoughtfully, based on their reading needs and
interests. I visit each selected school to understand the
number of students, their grade levels, reading preferences,
the languages they are comfortable in, and their financial

Purposive Pedagogical Practices
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backgrounds so that we can create thoughtful, meaningful
gifts just for them.

is returned—our students, too, are gifted something in
return. The celebration continues with a cultural fiesta
showcasing talents and traditions from both schools. One

Our enthusiastic Readers’ Club
members kick off the campaign
with an announcement in
the morning assembly. They
visit every class to personally
reach out to each student and
staff member, requesting
they donate good-quality new
or used books that support

pleasure reading. Stationery |
items like notebooks, pens,
pencils, colouring materials,
and instrument boxes are also
collected. By the end of the
campaign, we are surrounded
by boxes brimming with books and supplies, all lovingly
packed for our partner schools.

Simultaneously, another student team visits the partner
school to assess their library. We see whether the space
needs organizing, or perhaps even renovating. Then, we
roll up our sleeves and work—painting the walls, putting
up beautiful posters and inspirational quotes, and arranging
books by subject. We collaborate with the children of the
school, and the space transformation becomes a shared joy.

When the day of the event arrives, a team of Readers’ Club
members travels to the partner school carrying all the gifts,
and hearts full of excitement. The programme begins with a
simple formal session, where our Principal presents a large
bundle of carefully selected books to the school’s library.
Students from both schools inaugurated the renovated
space. It is a magical moment when we see the wide-eyed
joy of children flipping through the pages, already lost in
new adventures.

Every student and staff member in the partner school
receives their book packet. In some instances, the kindness

“A library is a friend to the lonely, a companion to the curious, and a gateway to a thousand adventures.’

of the highlights is a guided
tour of the school campus,
allowing our students to
explore every corner and
learn how others study, play,
and grow.

All  these
planned to foster empathy,

activities are

sharing, and friendship.
d For our students at KV
Pattom, this is not just about
giving books—it’s about
different
ways of life, recognising

| understanding

challenges others face, and realising how we can make a
difference.

The journey of GBGF began on December 6, 2013, at
Government Upper Primary School, Palkulangara. Our ninth
and most recent edition was held at SMV HS, Thampanoor
on August 2, 2023. Over the years, we have reached over
4,000 children, donated over 5,000 books, and shared many
school supplies. These partner schools remain close to our
hearts, and we continue collaborating with them through
various engagements.

The GBGF initiative has also caught the attention of the
media, as it is featured in newspapers and on visual and
online platforms. It is now seen as a replicable model that
promotes reading, sharing, and community bonding.

As the librarian of this incredible school, I look forward to
this programme every year with childlike excitement. The
sparkle in the children’s eyes, the friendships formed, the
books exchanged, and the memories created make GBGF a
celebration of the very best in humanity.

T
\&

S.L. Faisal
TGT Librarian
KV Pattom, Thiruvananthpuram

bl

~Ruskin Bond
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Library Clinic:
Treatment of Books

A Unique Project

In today’s digital age, where screens often dominate our
attention, [ still find that the joy of holding a physical
book and flipping through its pages remains unmatched.
Imagine the disappointment of discovering a beloved book
torn or damaged. But what if that disappointment could be

transformed into an opportunity for creativity and care?

That’s precisely what happened when a group of enthusiastic
bibliophiles from Class 7 and I embarked on a unique
project—we set up a Library Clinic. I guided a team of
‘chief doctors’ and ‘nurses’ who reused and repaired torn

books using cello tape and gum. What began as a simple

effort to fix broken spines and tattered pages soon blossomed

into a heartfelt journey to restore the magic of storytelling.

Vision

Under my guidance, many students assumed the roles
of doctors and nurses. They learned practical skills like
repairing books and embraced the value of caring for these
shared resources. Each book became a canvas for their

creativity and a testament to their dedication.

Learning Process
The entire experience was rich with laughter, teamwork,

and learning. I watched as the children carefully applied

Purposive Pedagogical Practices
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small pieces of transparent cello tape to hold pages together,
ensuring every repair was as seamless as it was sturdy. For
more complicated cases, they used gum to bind torn covers
and reinforce edges, breathing new life into nearly discarded
books.

Learning Outcomes

This project instilled a strong sense of responsibility in the
students. We discussed the importance of gentle handling,
proper storage, and respecting the longevity of books. In
just 50 minutes, we successfully restored 68 books! The
experience opened up conversations about caring for shared

property and finding joy in simple acts of preservation.

Achievement
Beyond the technical skills, this initiative sparked creativity,

pride, and ownership in the students. Watching them proudly

showcase their restored books to peers and teachers was
incredibly fulfilling. They knew they had helped preserve
literary treasures for future readers, inspiring others to

appreciate books more deeply.

A Meaningful Journey

What began as an effort to mend torn pages became a
meaningful journey of discovery and creativity. My
students learned that with patience and care, even the most

damaged books can become cherished stories again.

This initiative brought damaged books back to life, nurturing
a love for literature and a deeper respect for the written
word. It was a powerful reminder that sometimes, the simplest

acts of care and creativity can make a lasting difference.

Reshma V
] TGT Librarian
KV Dharamapuri

“Libraries are the most democratic space in a community—open to all, empowering to all.”

~Shashi Tharoor
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Read, Reflect and Rise:
Promoting a Culture of Reading

in managing a well-equipped library with robust infrastructure.

‘We maintain a resource base of over 19,000 books and 2,000
reference documents, and we subscribe to 34 magazines and five
newspapers. These resources are available in English, Hindi, and

Kannada to cater to our diverse student community.

Each year, I procure new books through a consultative approach,
gathering input from students, teaching and non-teaching staff,
and the Library Committee. My primary focus is students’
holistic development, and to that end, I organise a range of
reading-related activities throughout the year to cultivate reading

habits from their formative years.

Promotion of Reading Habits
Here are some of the unique initiatives I have introduced to

promote a culture of reading in our Vidyalaya:

Holy Wednesday Mass — Mass Reading Session for Students

Once a month, I designate one Wednesday for a 30-minute mass
reading session. Students bring a book of their choice on this day
and gather at a common location in the Vidyalaya immediately
after the morning assembly. This initiative has truly ignited
the spirit of reading among students and has seen enthusiastic

participation from all classes.

Book Takeaway — Periodical Book Fair-cum-Exhibition

I regularly organise book fairs and exhibitions to expose students
to various trending and quality reading materials. Last year, we
hosted two such events in collaboration with M/s Sapna Books
and M/s National Book Trust (NBT), Bengaluru. With over
10,000 books displayed, students enthusiastically purchased
books worth more than ¥1 lakh. The overwhelmingly positive
response helped broaden students’ exposure to different genres

and authors.

Handicraft — Bookmark Making & Cover Designing Sessions
I conduct theme-based sessions on bookmark making and book
cover designing to combine creativity with reading. Students
choose quotes, dialogues, or slogans from their favourite books
and turn them into vibrant bookmarks. In cover designing
sessions, they create covers based on a central character or

protagonist from a book they admire. These activities encourage




.

s e

artistic expression and deeper engagement with literature.

Meet the Protagonists — Skit Sessions Based on World Classics

Collaborating with the CCA Committee, I initiated skit sessions in
which students performed scenes from world classics. Memorable
by William

Shakespeare and Munshi Premchand. The enactment of Romeo

performances included adaptations of works
and Juliet received particular appreciation from the audience
and helped students develop a stronger connection with classical
literature.

Reading Mania— Reading Month & Library Week Celebrations
I celebrate Reading Month during June/July and follow it up with
Library Week from November 14th to 20th. One of the highlights
is the Book Review Presentation during morning assemblies. These

sessions provide young readers with a platform to share the essence

of the books they’ve read, thereby honing their communication

and presentation skills and their love for reading.

The Way Ahead

The above initiatives have received a positive response from
students and teachers, and the outcomes have been highly
encouraging. I look forward to continuing these efforts with
renewed enthusiasm in the upcoming academic session. I am
confident that these initiatives will play a significant role in the

personality development of our students.

Sriparvathi L
TGT Librarian
PM SHRI KV AFS Yelahanka

D\

“A library is a place where history comes alive, where the past speaks to the present,

and where the future is shaped.”

~Rabindranath Tagore
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Kindling the Love for Reading

To me, a reading habit is not merely an activity—it is a quiet
ritual, a companionable pursuit that brings us into conversation
with ideas, emotions, and distant worlds. It opens a window to
imagination and becomes a key to understanding. Whether it’s
through the pages of a cherished novel, a crisp magazine article,
or a thoughtful essay, I believe the habit of reading nurtures both

the intellect and the soul.

At the heart of every school, the library stands as a sanctuary
for this habit—a haven filled with stories, knowledge, and the
endless promise of discovery. Within this space, I see my role
as a librarian not just as a custodian of books but as a guide, a
mentor, and sometimes a gentle friend who nudges young minds

towards the world of books.

Being a librarian, for me, is not about managing shelves and
catalogues. It is about sowing seeds of curiosity and helping
them bloom into a lifelong passion. Throughout my journey, I’ve
seen this profession not merely as a duty but a privilege. There’s
an indescribable joy in watching a hesitant reader blossom into an
eager explorer of books. Encouraging the habit of reading is not

just a task—it’s a calling.

As 1 reflect on my experiences, I find immense happiness

in writing about the little ways I’ve tried to make reading a

cherished part of my students’ lives.

Promoting reading, I’ve found, is truly the art of opening minds.

It’s about helping children see beyond the surface, ask questions,
imagine, and dream. A child who reads regularly begins to
shine—not just in academics, but in conversation, in confidence,
and kindness. Through books, they broaden their perspectives,
develop empathy, and learn to listen to vastly different voices.
In reading, they travel to lands unknown and connect with ideas
from distant times. They begin to see how vast and beautiful the

world truly is.

To kindle this love for reading, I’ve learned that a bit of creativity
and a lot of consistency go a long way. I’ve introduced reading
programmes where stories come alive through recitations,
enactments, and friendly reading challenges. These engaging
yet straightforward events often spark a lifelong bond with books.
When children are given goals, invited to share their experiences,

and celebrated for their efforts, they associate reading with joy.

Book reviews have also been a potent tool, not just as an
academic exercise, but as a window into my students’ minds.
When they express what they loved, disliked, or discovered in a
book, they take ownership of their reading. It strengthens their
voice, sharpens their thinking, and connects them to a larger

community of readers and thinkers.
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And then come the grander moments—book fairs that turn the library into a treasure trove, author interactions that spark dreams
in budding writers, and reading workshops that ignite creative flames. These moments become milestones in our journey of reading

together.

o BT T A AT

(/ Yasmeen Jamil
TGT Librarian

PM SHRI KV Masjid Moth Shift I

“Cultivation of mind should be the ultimate aim of human existence.
Libraries are the true cultivators of the mind.”

~Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
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Library as a Resource Centre for Learning
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Policy (2008), CBSE: Organizing School
Libraries Manual (1998), IFLA/UNESCO
School Library Guidelines (2002), National
Curriculum Framework (2005), National
Knowledge Commission Recommendations
(2008),

international school library guidelines.

on Libraries and several other

Children naturally love good stories. Therefore,
I initiated a project using myths and legends to
help children develop their interest in reading
while learning about cultural heritage. In this
project, primary schools reproduced myths
or legends in their chosen formats, such as
comics or interactive books.

My Objectives as a Librarian

The Power of the Written Word

As a member of modern society, I know its varied needs.
Education is perhaps the most important among them, for it
helps to mould a well-informed, knowledgeable, and responsible
citizen who alone can contribute to progress and advancement.
The advantages and opportunities which literacy, reading, and
communication by the written word offer will only be secured
if posterity grows up with an understanding of the importance
of books and the habit of using them in the formative period of
childhood. To bring children and books together successfully,
children must experience the pleasure of reading. I believe there
is a need to promote reading as a skill among them so that they
can bring past knowledge and experience to the information
and text, and create new understanding, solve problems, make

inferences, and connect to other texts and experiences.

Guidelines and Policies

I have followed the government guidelines and policies to
establish school libraries with relevant resources, user-oriented
services, and modern technologies. I intend to equip students
and staff members with the information literacy skills required
to face the challenges of the emerging knowledge society. I have

adhered to the guidelines based on the previous KVS Library

As a librarian, I feel I have the following objectives:

®* To identify the reading comprehension ability of
students from Standards I to V.

®* To identify the reading comprehension ability of
students from Standards VI to VIII.

® To identify the overall reading comprehension ability
of students.

*  To promote reading among students.

®  To encourage reading through flagship programmes.

Unfortunately, I have observed that reading has lost importance
as the young and the old are glued to television. As far as
educational institutions are concerned, coaching students for
examinations seems to be the be-all and end-all of our education
system. However, after the home, the school library is the most
obvious place to develop a lifelong reading habit. It is a sad fact
that although today every school affiliated with the Central Board
of Secondary Education can take pride in having a library, these
libraries often function merely as repositories for a fixed number
of books required as a condition of recognition. Students visit
once a week or fortnightly to take out and return books, rather

than using the library as a true Resource Centre for Learning.

Purposive Pedagogical Practices
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I believe the school library must function as the ‘hub’ of all
school activities—a place where creative ideas can germinate,
where exciting, innovative learning experiences take place, and
where students joyfully browse books in a peaceful, pleasing, and

inviting atmosphere.

Library Infrastructure and Learning Aids

The Role of the Librarian and Teacher

One of the most important tasks of a school library is to inculcate
reading habits among the younger generation. Books are mute
entities; their value is realised only through a human agency that
introduces and promotes them. I see this role fulfilled by the
librarian and the teacher in the school setting. To achieve this, |
feel close coordination between classroom teaching and the use

of library resources is essential.

Apart from printed material, I think
different kinds of audio-visual aids are
needed to enrich classroom learning
and expose students to the larger world
around them. The library should have |
a section devoted to films, slides,
transparencies, photographs, maps,
posters, charts, and hardware like

radios, television sets, tape recorders/

Librarians and teachers must work
to encourage reading and library
use. This requires consistent service,
| guidance, and engagement from the
librarian. I believe students need to be
taught how to select books, read and

take notes, relate information from

various books, and care for books.

players, VCRs, VCPs, slide and film

projectors, overhead projectors, computers, and photocopiers—
so that the library develops into a real Learning Resource Centre
where both students and teachers can explore new paths of
learning. While this may be difficult for all schools initially, I
suggest that a shared resource model under a school cluster

system can be initiated.

According to standards developed by the American Association
of School Librarians (a division of the American Library
Association), a school library, in addition to guiding individual
reading and supporting the school curriculum, should also serve
as a centre for instructional materials. These materials include
books for all ages, printed materials, films, recordings, and other
latest media designed to aid learning.
The function of such a centre is to
gather, provide, and coordinate the
school’s learning materials and the '
equipment required for their use.

In some schools, I have seen a
distinction made between a ‘Library’

and a ‘Resource Centre,” maintaining

them as separate entities. While the

library is confined to print materials, the resource centre caters to
non-print media. However, I believe it would be more efficient to
merge both and assign responsibility for all learning materials—
print and electronic—to the school library under the overall

supervision of the librarian.

This also includes training in using
catalogues, loan procedures, audio-visual materials, computer-
assisted resources, bibliographies, and reference books. A library

project or unit can help familiarise students with these skills.

Teachers must model and support library use. They can:
® recommend books of interest to students.
® allow students to visit the library as needed for
reference.
® design assignments that require the use of library
resources.

®  (distribute suggested readings.

I encourage students to read classics, biographies, travelogues,

essays, fiction, and poetry. I also provide

access to encyclopaedias, yearbooks,
children’s magazines, maps, and charts
to foster emotional balance, intellectual
curiosity, and broadened perspectives.
I display student book reviews on the

library notice board.

Classroom Libraries
While I consider the central library the learning hub, reading
should extend to classrooms. I advocate for classroom libraries
with selected fiction, nonfiction, and reference books maintained
under the supervision of class teachers and student librarians.
These books can be used during free periods or when a teacher

is absent. The collection can be rotated among sections to offer
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variety, including dictionaries, atlases, globes, and maps.

Library Programmes & Projects

Many programmes can be initiated by librarians with the support

of teachers to motivate reading:

Story Hour: Accompanied by visuals, films, or puppetry, followed

by children’s narration or dramatisation.

Wall Magazines & Class Magazines: Including student-created
stories, poems, puzzles, illustrations, and articles, fostering

creativity.

Book Seminar

For older students, I organise book seminars to offer rich intellectual
engagement. A selected book is discussed in a round-table
format, often leading to further reading. Project work on authors
and poets encourages exploration and presentation. ‘Meet the
Author’ sessions with contemporary writers can be enlightening.
Science symposia on current topics also prompt deep reading and

presentation, fostering library visits and research.

Holiday Project Work

I use summer breaks creatively through model-making, charts,
and projects based on library resources. These projects, displayed
in a ‘Holiday Assignment Exhibition,” are viewed by parents.

Outstanding work receives awards or bonus marks.

Book Fairs

I organise book fairs with local publishers and booksellers during
project weeks or holidays. These events expose parents and
students to various books, encourage personal purchases, and

assist teachers and librarians in book selection.

Book Week

I also organise ‘Book Week’ to spotlight the value of reading.
Events include:

« Talks, lectures, discussions, and reviews

* Book exhibitions, library visits, and film screenings

* Faculty-themed days (e.g., Language Day, Creative Arts Day)

» Art contests around bookmark designing, book cover making,

and slogan writing on reading

This can coincide with National Book Week (14-20 November).
Book Donation Drive

As part of Book Week, I encourage students to donate their books.

Parents and well-wishers also contribute. This helps expand the

library’s collection at minimal cost.

Sunil Kumar Kurre
TGT Librarian
PM SHRI KV Vyasnagar Jajpur Road

“Development is not possible without knowledge. Libraries are the lifelines
of learning in any democracy.”

~Amartya Sen
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Knowledge Weekly:
A Flipbook to promote Literary SKkills
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Asa librarian, my role extends beyond the traditional tasks of

issuing and returning books. I actively engage in various enriching
activities to foster a love for reading and creativity among students.
These activities include conducting ‘Meet the Author’ sessions,
organising book exhibitions, and hosting literary festivals to
showcase students’ poetry and story writing talents. Additionally,
I curate newsletters, arrange character parades, and emphasise the

importance of reading newspapers.

To further support our students’ intellectual growth, I took the
initiative to publish their works in newspapers and conduct
seminars, debates, quizzes, etc. Embracing the digital age, our
library offers various online services through Canva, Wordwall,
Google Sheets, Google Forms, Quizizz, Wakelet, Padlet,
Jamboard, and Buncee. One of the main highlights of my efforts is
the creation of ‘Knowledge Weekly’, a flipbook that encapsulates
many of our initiatives and serves as a vibrant testament to our
commitment to education and literary enrichment. This report
will delve briefly into the practice, impact, and significance of

‘Knowledge Weekly’.

“Libraries are not mere storehouses of books, they are soulhouses of civilisations.’

ol l:'l-}-l.ﬂ-i-.ﬂ:{{li
L L] e THIRLUNW AN A NT LA PU ELA R
Hgl w1 =g, el Y whro, ooeii oft v

Bliss of growth, Glory of actisn, Bplendaws = s biswsmes m

‘Knowledge Weekly’ is a flipbook

published  weekly  throughout
the academic year. It helps
enrich children’s literary skills

and knowledge. An edition of
‘Knowledge Weekly’ includes an
idiom, a thought, a few facts, news
headlines, familiarising a book
and its author, and an extract of a
thought-provoking paragraph from
a book (An Author’s Worldliness).

Each issue also includes a display

of students’ art and craft, their self-composed poems, travelogues,
book reviews, etc. These creative works are taken from a Padlet
(titled “My Budding Talent’) shared with all classes at the start
of the academic year to showcase their remarkable talents. Each
edition of ‘Knowledge Weekly’ features an online quiz related to
its content, with winners announced in subsequent editions. Special
pages for important days and Talent Icons are included frequently
as well. This project helps provide knowledge in a simple and
organised way. On the day of its publication, each week, that
edition of ‘Knowledge Weekly’ is posted in all Google Classrooms
and class WhatsApp groups. It helps blossom students’ talents and

creativity.

‘Knowledge Weekly’ has played a pivotal role in enhancing my
students’ language skills and creativity, while also providing
teachers with a teaching aid and an effective tool to engage students

during substitution periods.

Sreena P
TGT Librarian
PM SHRI KV SAP, Thiruvananthapuram

’

~Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan
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Delving into Literature:
Review of 5 noteworthy Library Books
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This article reviews five books under the ‘Promotion of Reading
Habit’ theme. I aim to help readers decide if these books are worth
their time. Many people hesitate to start a new book without
knowing its contents. I provide detailed insights into the main
themes and topics covered in the books without giving away key
information. This article serves two primary purposes: helping
readers decide whether to read the books and promoting them
effectively. I offer a structured summary of five notable books
from the collection of the Kendriya Vidyalaya Kutra library. I
outline the main discussion points and topics covered in each
book. This article is a structural overview of the books and not an

in-depth critical review.

Review of five notable books from the collection of KV Kutra

Library:

Title: Wonders of the Deep Sea

Author: B. F. Chhapgar

Genre: Non-fiction| Marine Biology

Recommended For: Primary, Secondary & Senior Secondary
Students, Teachers, and Staff

Wonders of the Deep Sea by B. F. Chhapgar is an engaging
non-fiction book that explores the fascinating world beneath
the ocean’s surface. Through 12 captivating chapters, it reveals
how deep-sea creatures adapt to darkness, how scientists study
marine life, and how underwater exploration has evolved.
Readers learn about glowing fish, deep-sea technology, sonar,
drifting continents, and ‘living fossils’. Ideal for primary to
senior secondary students, teachers, and lifelong learners, the
book combines marine biology and geology to inspire curiosity.
Perfect for school libraries, science lessons, and environment-
themed assemblies, it encourages young minds to dive deep into

oceanic mysteries.

Title: Deeds of Gallantry — Fifty Years of the 1971 Victory
Editor: Amlesh Kumar Mishra

Published by: Ministry of Defence (History Division) in
collaboration with the National Book Trust of India
Recommended For: Secondary & Senior Secondary Students,
Teachers, and Staff

Deeds of Gallantry — Fifty Years of the 1971 Victory, edited
by Amlesh Kumar Mishra, commemorates India’s triumph in
the 1971 war and the creation of Bangladesh. Published by the

Ministry of Defence with the National Book Trust, it details key
battles on the Western and Eastern fronts, highlighting acts of
valour by the Indian Armed Forces. Featuring stories of heroes
like Lt. Arun Khetrapal and Lance Naik Albert Ekka, the book
includes award citations, personal accounts, and archival photos.
Ideal for secondary students and educators, it brings history to
life while honouring the courage and sacrifices of soldiers and

civilians.

Title: Nomads of India

Author: Shyam Singh Shashi

Recommended For: Secondary & Senior Secondary Students,
Teachers, and Staff

Nomads of India by Shyam Singh Shashi is a compelling
exploration of India’s diverse nomadic communities. Through
ten well-researched chapters, it delves into their lifestyles,
occupations, traditions, and challenges. The book categorizes
nomads by profession and offers vivid cultural portraits, from
dress to cuisine. It also highlights the Roma people—nomads
of Indian origin abroad—and includes personal anecdotes with
tribes like the Gaddis. Concluding with thoughtful reflections, it
underscores the richness of nomadic heritage. Ideal for secondary
students and educators, this book introduces a rarely discussed
subject, fostering curiosity, empathy, and a deeper understanding

of India’s cultural mosaic.

Title: Bullock Carts and Satellites: The Development of Science
and Technology in India

Author: Monisha Bobb

Recommended For: Secondary & Senior Secondary Students,
Teachers, and Staff

Bullock Carts and Satellites by Monisha Bobb traces India’s
remarkable scientific and technological journey from ancient
civilizations to the modern era. Spanning nine chapters, the book
explores innovations in urban planning, medicine, astronomy,
and mathematics through the Vedic, Mauryan, Sultanate, and
Mughal periods. It highlights iconic thinkers like Aryabhatta and
Susruta, and showcases India’s progress during colonial rule and
post-independence, including achievements in space, energy, and

computing.

Title: Understanding Climate Change
Author: Dr. M. A. Haque (Ph.D. in Environmental Science, JNU)
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Recommended For: Senior Secondary Students, Teachers, and
Staff

Understanding Climate Change by Dr. M. A. Haque offers
a clear, in-depth exploration of climate change across eight
insightful chapters. It covers fundamental concepts, scientific
evidence, causes, and the unequal impact on developing nations,
especially the Himalayas. The book explains global efforts like
the Kyoto Protocol, COP summits, and the Clean Development
Mechanism while offering practical solutions such as renewable
energy and afforestation. Though some policy sections may
be complex, the book remains vital for raising awareness and
inspiring climate action. Perfect for senior students, educators,
and anyone committed to understanding and addressing this

urgent global challenge.

A Word of Recommendation

As a school librarian, I strongly advocate including non-fiction
books covering essential topics alongside fictional literature in
every school library. At Kendriya Vidyalaya Kutra, our library
boasts a diverse collection encompassing science, history,
geography, performing arts, and more. However, the presence
of these books alone does not guarantee student engagement.
It is crucial to actively promote these resources among students

to pique their interest and encourage exploration. One effective

method is through book reviews, which serve as a bridge between
the library’s offerings and students’ curiosity. By highlighting the
relevance and insights of non-fiction works, I can foster a culture
of enthusiastic reading and lifelong learning among our student

community.

References

[1 Chhapgar, B. F. (2020). Wonders of the Deep Sea.
National Book Trust.

[1 Mishra, A. K. (Ed.). (2021). Deeds of Gallantry — Fifty
Years of the 1971 Victory. National Book Trust.

[1 Shashi, S. S. (2021). Nomads of India. National Book
Trust.

[1 Bobb, M. (2021). Bullock Carts and Satellites: The
Development of Science and Technology in India.
National Book Trust.

[1 Haque, M. A. (2023). Understanding Climate Change.
National Book Trust.

Dipanwita Mandal
TGT Librarian
KV Kutra

“A library is a repository of culture and a fountain of inspiration. If [ were to be in prison for life, I
would still need books.”

~Jawahar Lal Nehru
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Spotlight on a Library:
The Hebbal Hub of Books

PM SHRI Kendriya Vidyalaya Hebbal School Library

I take pride in managing the PM SHRI Kendriya Vidyalaya
Hebbal School Library, a vibrant and dynamic hub for learning,
research, and collaboration. As the sole librarian, I ensure the
library functions efficiently and is a vital resource for students,

teachers, and staff. I

and young adults, including those focused on competitive exams.
Hindi Literature: A rich collection of Hindi books is available
to help students develop reading habits in our national language.
Regional Language Books: 1 also offer Kannada language books
to support students in learning and appreciating the regional

language.

rovide access to man
p 2 y B R
books, digital resources, ymw

and educational tools. 1 r!-..

aim to cultivate a love for § 2
reading, enhance literacy
skills, and support the
academic curriculum.

In addition to my
library responsibilities,
I support various school
departments such as
admissions and timetable

management.

My Mission

I aim to empower students with the knowledge and skills they
need to thrive in a rapidly changing world. I strive to make the
library a dynamic and inclusive space that promotes academic
excellence, fosters curiosity, and nurtures a lifelong love for

learning.

Collection Highlights

1. Print Collection

Children’s and Young Adult Literature: 1 maintain a diverse
and age-appropriate selection of fiction and nonfiction books,
including NCERT and KVS-recommended titles and popular
series.

Curriculum Support: The library offers textbooks, reference
books, and supplementary materials for subjects such as
Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, Biology, and History.

Special Collections: 1 curate books on current affairs, quiz books,
competitive exams, local history, and culturally significant topics

to broaden perspectives.

Periodicals: 1 subscribe to magazines and journals for children

_I,-j

Technology Integration

Automation: I use
e-Granthalaya software to
automate routine tasks like
book issues and returns.

Library Blog: 1 regularly
update our library blog with
helpful

learning resources.

information and

Virtual Library: Il manage an
online platform that offers
students access to e-books and digital learning materials.==
Virtual Library Link

Facilities and Equipment

Computers: The library has modern computers and the latest
software to help students with research, design, and multimedia
projects.

Reading Room: [ maintain a well-designed space that

accommodates an entire class.

Library Activities

The library is always active and buzzing with enthusiastic students
engaged in various regular and special activities. I organise:
Library Hour: Each class from VI to XII has a dedicated period
for reading, browsing, and knowledge enhancement.

Book Circulation: 1 issue books to students during their allotted
time so they can enjoy reading at home or during leisure.
Reading Month (19th June—I18th July): 1 celebrate this with
literary quizzes, book reviews, and mass reading sessions.
Library Week (14th—20th November): 1 conduct a week of



https://kvhebballibrary.blogspot.com/?m=0
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1FlCcWLOsrPZmNAi8gBb-IR-ijlSiyKb8JXPvkK53UZg/edit?usp=drivesdk
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exciting activities to ignite students’ interest in reading.
Competitions and Events Include:

*  Book Review Writing

*  Book Jacket Designing

*  Bookmark Making

®*  Quiz on Books and Authors

®  General Knowledge Quiz

*  Essay Writing

*  Role Play of Book Characters

*  Skits and Storytelling

*  Author Introductions
*  Book Fair
*  “Drop Everything and Read” sessions

Special Initiatives

Pustakopahar (Book Donation Drive): 1 encourage students to
donate their used textbooks to juniors, fostering the values of
reuse and responsibility.

Morning Assembly Programmes. 1 introduce books and authors

during assemblies to spark interest in new reading material.

Primary Class Library: 1 provide age-appropriate books with

large fonts and colourful illustrations to instil early reading habits

in primary students.
Readers’ Club: 1 organise book clubs and reading challenges to

maintain a reading culture throughout the year.

Support Services

Librarian Assistance: I assist students in research, book selection,
and digital tools.

Resource Guides: 1 prepare topic-based guides to support

classroom learning and projects.

My Role in the School Community

The library plays a key role in the educational framework of
PM SHRI Kendriya Vidyalaya Hebbal. I believe it strengthens
academic excellence and contributes to shaping well-rounded
individuals. I strive to make the library a safe, inclusive, and
stimulating environment where students can explore, collaborate,

and develop essential skills for lifelong success.

Prathima
TGT Librarian
PM SHRI KV Hebbal

i

u-{)\

“In a world full of distractions, a library is still the best place to meet your future self.”

~ Chetan Bhagat
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The Heart of NEP:
PM SHRI Libraries for Lifelong Learning

PM SHRI Library Initiative (2024-25): At a Glance 4

Empowering Education through Library Enhancement J
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Smart Infrastructure for Smarter Learning
Dedicated Furniture for Library

Modern library spaces with aesthetic design, collaborative zones,
and cosy reading corners make learning a joyful experience.




PM SHRI Libraries: A Treasure Trove of Knowledge
Library with a Diverse Collection of Books

Equipped with a wide range of books, periodicals, and newspapers, PM SHRI
libraries nurture informed, curious, and well-read learners.

Tl i o Ml Bl Tl e o ] T B i i i, =l Body v e
skl o o il B By Tl iy bl e L e gy
L L R Pt m of P Baat Bain
B g o ] e ey Tas Bead ) L e ey ]
L we ol g el omae B
e
FAATAT Folnd P i e Pt sl i Fatad M o Dy M3 Swws P e
Farial B ofl £ mglonk Fors ciamain Toriad B d Mlaiby [ =l s Pap
E [rrer,
bes b
e ]
i —
L=
it
i 258 L]
LHLEE T HIT
EiTERF  phiale e
L Al
st e
IoE
arr (]
=
L L e )
e T e Bl i =t i Eorrerd e 1 oo Mg Capa
e
L=
Ll
AL
F
[TeE g A
LI (B e
£

Purposive Pedagogical Practices




E-GRANTHALAYA: A Library That Never Closes!
Digitised Record Keeping & Circulation of Books

Under the PM SHRI initiative, E-GRANTHALAYA transforms school libraries into

inclusive digital learning hubs. 24/7 digital access to e-books, journals, and learning
tools—anytime, anywhere. Bridging gaps and building futures through tech-enabled
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An Initiative for a Student-Friendly
Modified Search Engine
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The need for an e-library

In the age of abundant (mis)information available at the press
of a button, I believe it becomes essential that every librarian,
including myself, attempts to maintain a library and e-library that
caters to students’ needs by ‘providing the right item to the right
user at the right time’.

To ensure that our students and teachers have access to genuine
information and resources, I have maintained a fully operational
library website at PM SHRI Kendriya Vidyalaya Laitkor Peak,
Shillong. Our library is a testimony to my experience and
expertise, and I have passionately developed a modified search

engine—an enhanced alternative to Google.

Website:

To disseminate resources that our students and teachers require to
improve learning standards and achieve in-depth understanding of
various concepts, the fully functional and user-friendly website of

our school library—kvlkpeaklibrary.wordpress.com—provides,

but is not limited to, the following resources:

Question papers of the last 5 years

Sample question papers from classes IX to XII
®  Career guidance materials
Other such useful resources for students and teachers,

etc.

I have also introduced a QR code facility on the website, making
it compatible with mobile phone usage. Another significant
addition to the website is the Modified Search Engine, which
can be accessed through the “Search around the world in a single

place” option.

The Need for a Modified Search Engine:

In the Information Age, where there is an overflow of
information online, finding a helpful resource with authentic
information, especially one safe for students, feels like searching
for a needle in a haystack. I have observed that students and
teachers, understandably, waste a significant portion of their time
searching, scanning, and reading through irrelevant content. They
often fail to find credible study materials despite those wasteful

hours of surfing.

For students and their parents, who remain apprehensive about
allowing children to access the Internet due to safety concerns, it
becomes essential to develop a Modified Search Engine like ours.
This engine automatically filters and weeds out thousands of
harmful, misleading, and fake sites and links. It provides access
only to safe, authentic, and useful sites, thereby saving time, data,

and human resources and ensuring the safety of children.

As we are now in the Information Age, I believe the chief concern
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of facilitators and parents is to manage information effectively
and provide relevant and safe resources to impressionable young

minds.

Functions of the Modified Search Engine:

A modified search engine can also be termed a Federated
Search Engine. This engine searches for genuine and authentic
information from sources like CBSE, NCERT, the Government
of India, KVS, LOC (Library of Congress), and NDL (National
Digital Library).

If T compare the traditional search engine with the search engine
on this website, I can conclude that the latter provides only
authentic information from trusted sources, whereas traditional
search engines mix information from authentic and non-authentic
sources. Students can also search for relevant images using this

search engine.

This tool fulfils its main purpose of enabling users to find

=

authentic information at the right time. It is a modified Google
search engine, which I like to term an ‘enhanced Google search
engine’, but it is more precise than the regular Google search for

retrieving educational content relevant to school children.

My role as an Information Manager

The functions of libraries have evolved. I no longer see myself as
just a custodian of books—I now act as an information manager
or information scientist, managing the process and disseminating
the desired information to patrons using modern techniques and

expertise.

Implementing a modified search engine in our library greatly
assists students and teachers in finding specific information
quickly.

www.kvlkpeaklibrary.wordpress.com

‘Search around the world in a single place’—modified search

engine embedded in kvlkpeaklibrary.wordpress.com

Arindam Guha Biswas
TGT Librarian
PM SHRI KV Laitkor Peak, Shillong

“The quiet presence of a library in a town is more powerful than a police station. It shapes minds.”
~R K Narayan
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Comprehensive Reading Programme

As a librarian at Kendriya Vidyalaya Madhupur, 1 genuinely
believe in the vision of Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan, which
promotes the use of the library as a resource centre of every
school. I strive to ensure that our library fulfils the needs of
students by providing both printed and electronic resources. At
our Vidyalaya, I provide a reading environment to students from
the very initial stage. I also carry out many activities through the

library to enhance students’ knowledge and skills, which I find

very helpful in their learning of other subjects.

Reading programmes

I conduct reading programmes from Class III to Class VIII
throughout the year. Under this programme, I divide the class
into three categories based on their reading fluency in Hindi and
English. I also provide children with books according to their

interests to help improve their reading skills.

To make this initiative more effective, [ have also initiated parental
involvement to help children pick up reading fast. I motivate
students to read at least one story in English or Hindi everyday.

I also encourage them to read magazines and newspapers, which

help them gain knowledge and inculcate reading habits.
To further increase the reading habit among students, I provide
e-books and guide them to utilize the National Digital Library

website.

Book Review

Book review is one of the key features of our school library.
Through this programme, I invite students’ opinions on the books
they read. Students from Class IX to Class XII participate in
this activity. I have observed that this programme helps students

improve their analytical skills and language abilities.

Library Events

To promote reading habits, 1 conduct various activities in
the library throughout the year. Some of these include book
exhibitions, Reading Month, storytelling sessions, Pustakophar,
class library initiatives, library quizzes, birthday celebrations of
eminent personalities in the fields of science, freedom fighters,
and writers, and the celebration of other special days. Reading
programmes are also integral to the morning assembly, which I

carefully plan and integrate.

By implementing these strategies, I strive to create a healthy and
friendly environment in the Vidyalaya that encourages students to

learn and grow by using the School Library to the fullest.

\ ‘
-

Nandan Kumar Dubey
TGT Librarian
PM SHRI KV Madhupur

“Libraries are not just about books. They are about ideas, innovation, and inclusivity.”

~Narayana Murthy (Founder of Infosys)
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Inspire to Aspire
A Biography Reading programme

The school library of PM SHRI Kendriya Vidyalaya Ottapalam
is my portal to different dimensions, a hub of knowledge, and a
haven for those who seek wisdom in the written word. It combines
different languages, genres, and cultures—an island of peace and
silence. It’s a place where my students connect with the past,
learn in the present, and dream of the future. This sacred space

continues to be a beacon of enlightenment in our school.

For me, librarianship is not only about promoting reading
among students but also about using their reading habits as a
stepping stone to greater heights. One such exciting initiative
that I’ve introduced in our library is the Biography Reading

Programme—*‘Inspire to Aspire’.

This programme is my way of nurturing a passion for learning
and inspiring our students to aspire for greatness. Through it, I
allow students to explore the life stories of remarkable individuals
through biographies and autobiographies. I have seen how it

arouses the spirit of enquiry, the spark of curiosity, the thirst for

knowledge, and the desire for creative expression.

Through this programme, my students develop a deeper
understanding of history and personal growth and experience
the transformative power of human experiences. I guide them
to choose a biography or autobiography from the library, gather
additional information from various sources, and create a
scrapbook-style project report, which we proudly display in
the library.

I encourage students to delve deeper into the lives and legacies
of their chosen personalities. Under my guidance, they seek
information from a variety of sources and develop research skills

that I believe will serve them well in the future.

The scrapbooks my students make are more than just assignments;
they are heartfelt tributes to individuals who have left an indelible
mark on history. I witness how this transforms them into little

historians, writers, philosophers, scientists, and artists.
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Anitha P G
TGT Librarian
PM SHRI KV Ottapalam

“A library is a sanctuary where the silence speaks in many voices — voices that teach, heal, and transform.”

~Anita Desai
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Pioneering Role of School Librarian in
Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan
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Introduction

In the ever-changing landscape of education, my role as a
librarian has tremendously evolved from that of a traditional
storekeeper to that of an information provider, which is proving to
be highly fruitful for the academic setup in achieving institutional
objectives. I have become a key resource in referring the correct
information to cater to the educational needs of students and staff.
I am no longer just a custodian solely responsible for managing
and organizing a physical collection of books and periodicals;
I see myself as a dynamic educator, technology integrator, able
mentor, leader in information literacy, and collaborator in the
academic community. I play a crucial role within the school setup
by facilitating a wide range of educational resources that support
teachers in effective classroom transactions and students in
improving their academic performance. In this narrative, I delve
into the multifaceted responsibilities I shoulder and highlight the
pioneering contributions librarians like me make to educational

institutions.

Key Responsibilities of Librarians in KVS
Acquisition and Management of Resources
I am responsible for organising relevant, up-to-date, and aligned
physical and digital resources with the current curriculum. I
acquire physical resources from renowned publishers and vendors
like NBT, NCERT, Publications Division, Government of India,

Vol. IV

Pratham Books, and Katha Jharana. I also ensure subscription
to journals and magazines that provide ample opportunities for
students to develop reading habits through content such as stories,
puzzles, crafts,and information, allof which captivate young minds.
For readers like teachers and secondary students, 1 facilitate
access to online databases and open-source journals such
as DOAJ, DOAB, OPENDOAR, Springer Open Access,
J-Gate, and Google Scholar, helping them critically evaluate
and expand their knowledge in their respective fields.
Libraries in Kendriya Vidyalayas not only offer general books,
but I also strive to meet the users’ needs by developing a rich
collection of reference books in all major subjects, encyclopaedias,

and CD/DVD collections on various topics.

Following the KVS Library Policy, I organise physical collections
using the latest version of the Dewey Decimal Classification
(KVS, 2014). Class numbers help in the proper shelving and
retrieval of documents, which is a standard practice in most KV

libraries.

Competency Development in Information Literacy

Technological advancements have increased the possibility of
sharing ideas with a large audience, resulting in an explosion
of information on the web. Finding the right piece of relevant,

authentic, and up-to-date information is a challenge for students
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and staff. I take it upon myself to make them aware of authentic
sources and search strategies such as Boolean logic (AND, OR,
NOT), keyword search, truncation search, phrase search, wildcard,

filter search, etc., for faster retrieval of relevant resources.

I organise workshops and one-on-one sessions at the Vidyalaya
level to develop competencies among students and staff in
information literacy, promoting critical thinking and research
skills. This awareness also helps them retrieve authentic
information and stay secure from internet threats such as malware,

ransomware, spyware, worms, phishing, and hacking.

Technology Integration

I take pride in integrating technology into the library for better
organisation and service dissemination. I am well-versed in
library automation (e-Granthalaya 3.0 & 4.0), familiar with digital
library software like GSDL, E-Print, DSpace, Koha, and skilled
with web tools like Quizizz, Linktree, Wakelet, blogs, Canva,
and mobile apps. This integration supports wider dissemination
of services and more efficient organisation of the Vidyalaya
library. It also helps modernise the library, attract users, conduct

engaging activities, and manage resources effectively.

Effective Collaboration in Teaching-Learning

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 emphasises
multidisciplinary projects (MDPs), storytelling pedagogy,
integrated learning, and experiential learning. Teachers
are expected to assign theme-specific MDPs, and 1 readily
collaborate with them to design and locate appropriate sources
that support project completion. I also support classroom
activities by providing teaching resources and helping develop

instructional materials. This collaboration caters to a variety of

learning needs and enhances the educational experience. I assist
teachers in learning how content can be effectively delivered

using storytelling methods.

Promoting Reading and Lifelong Learning

achieve universal

literacy and numeracy in  primary
2026-27...”  (NIPUN  Bharat, 2021).

To achieve this goal, I take on the core responsibility of

“Our highest priority must be to
foundational

schools by

instilling reading habits among students and staff through
various reading activities: storytelling, reading aloud, mass
reading, treasure hunts, role-play, book talks, meet-the-author
events, Face-a-Book activities, reading competitions, literary
celebrations, Pustkophar, and appreciation programmes.
I ensure an age-appropriate multilingual collection, create an
aesthetically pleasing reading environment, provide comfortable
library furniture, and maintain a supportive demeanour—all of
which motivate students and staff to become regular and lifelong

learners.

Advocacy and Leadership

I believe marketing is key to improving services and raising
awareness about community achievements. In KVS, libraries
share reading activities through newspapers and social networks
like Facebook, X, Instagram, LinkedIn, blogs, and WhatsApp.
This policy helps attract readers and promotes a culture of reading.
My efforts in organising reading activities, coordinating with
guests/authors, teachers, and students, and ensuring wide
publicity demonstrate the active leadership role that I and my

fellow librarians play.

Librarian: Pioneer in Educational Achievement
I firmly believe that “the library is the heart of an institution.”

Being centrally located, it is easily accessible to departments and
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classes. Achieving institutional goals is never a one-person job
— it’s the result of collective efforts by staff, the hard work of

students, and the support of parents and friends.

In this process, I motivate students by facilitating their educational
needs. By staying updated with the latest syllabus and curriculum,

understanding user interests (through User Need Assessment —

“FIiEy

:" I:EIﬂ;r -
: i ¥

UNA), and ensuring smooth services, I help implement positive

logistical changes in the institution. My accountability ensures a
seamless reading experience, and I take pride in contributing to

institutional success and student achievement.

Conclusion

The importance of my involvement in education cannot be

overstated. As a librarian, I am a trailblazer in accomplishing
educational goals through my multifaceted role. My efforts help
ensure that students are not only information consumers but also
lifelong learners, critical thinkers, and effective communicators.
As education continues to evolve, my role will remain vital in

shaping the future of learning.
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~T.M. Krishna (Cultural thinker and artist)
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