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The Fulbright Teachers for Global Classrooms Program is a yearlong professional learning
opportunity and short-term exchange for elementary, middle, and high school educators
from the United States to develop skills to prepare students for a competitive global
economy. Fulbright Teachers for Global Classrooms equips educators to bring an
international perspective to their schools through targeted training, experience abroad,
and global collaboration.

Fulbright Teachers for Global Classrooms Program participants complete a rigorous,
semester-long online course focused on best practices in global education; gather for an
in-person professional development workshop in Washington, D.C.; and travel abroad for
two to three weeks to immerse themselves in another country’s culture and education
system. Participants create a global education guide that serves as a resource in their
local community to share the skills, experiences, and resources they have developed
throughout the program.

About the Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs, U.S. Department of State

The Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs (ECA) of the U.S. Department of State
fosters mutual understanding between the people of the United States and the people of
other countries around the world. ECA strives to achieve this goal through a wide range of
international exchanges as authorized by the Mutual Educational and Cultural Exchange
Act of 1961, as amended. ECA works in close cooperation with U.S. Embassies and
bilateral Fulbright Commissions overseas to promote personal, professional, and
institutional ties between private citizens and organizations in the United States and
abroad.

About IREX

IREX is a global development and education nonprofit organization whose mission is to
build a more just, prosperous, and inclusive world by empowering youth, cultivating
leaders, strengthening institutions, and extending access to quality education and
opportunity. The U.S. Department of State awarded IREX a grant to implement this
program on its behalf.
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Dr R K Sharma, Principal, Kendriya Vidyalaya, Andres Ganj,
New Delhi, India, believes that cross-cultural exchange
programs have become increasingly popular among students
in today's globalised world. These programs provide an
opportunity for students to immerse themselves in a different
culture, learn a new language, and gain valuable life skills that
can only be acquired through first-hand experience. From
enhancing their communication skills to building empathy
and tolerance, the benefits of cross-cultural exchange
programs are numerous. Through this interaction, we
explored the various advantages students can enjoy by
participating in these programs. So, let's dive in and discover
how these programs can transform students' lives and
prepare them for a globalized future through this mini booklet.

Principal



Mrs Ritu Sharma
Vice-Principal

Mrs Ritu Sharma, Vice-Principal, Kendriya Vidyalaya, Andrews
Ganj, New Delhi, India, opines that today's globalized world,
cross-cultural exchange programs offer a unique opportunity
for students to experience different cultures, languages, and
ways of life while gaining valuable skills and knowledge. The
benefits of cross-cultural exchange programs are numerous
and can have a lasting impact on students' personal and
professional lives. From developing intercultural competence
to expanding their worldview, students who participate in
these programs are better equipped to succeed in a diverse
and interconnected world. In this article, we will explore the
benefits of cross-cultural exchange programs for students and
why they are becoming an essential part of a well-rounded
education. 



LYNDA  LEBLANC  

Lynda LeBlanc was hired to develop a French
program at Coeur d’Alene Charter Academy in
2009; she has taught French and English there
for twelve years. She has a B.A. in journalism, an
M.A. in education, and a D.A. in English, and
LeBlanc is currently an MBA candidate at
Whitworth University. She serves on the
executive advisory board for the Kroc Center in
Coeur d’Alene and is a founding board member
for Tandem, a non-profit organization that
services Ile-a-Vache, Haiti. She teaches dance to
those with Parkinson’s disease and is married
with two adult children. 

TGC Guest Teacher



Godlove Tebe is a naturalized American, born and raised in
Cameroon. He went to college in Nigeria and spent an academic
year abroad in Bordeaux, France. He has graduate degrees from
the University of Maiduguri, Nigeria and the University of
Missouri, Kansas City. He has been a high school teacher in
Kansas City, Missouri for over two decades.  
 As one whose worldview was largely shaped by listening to the
BBC and VOA as a teenager, world affairs especially involving
the UN and its agencies have always captivated Godlove’s
attention. He has been on the Board of Directors of United
Nations Association of Greater Kansas City for over a decade
and has also served on the Board of the Kansas City Federation
of Teachers & School Related Personnel. Outside of work and
family, he enjoys being a soccer player, coach, and referee.
Current affairs, political engagement, traveling, and gardening
also interest him. Participation in the Fulbright TGC Program will
certainly broaden his worldview and enable him to share his
background with people from other societies or countries. 

GODLOVE TEBE  
TGC Guest Teacher



Dr. Sayyada Aiman Hashmi

Dr Sayyada Aiman Hashmi, PGT of English, Kendriya Vidyalaya,
Andrews Ganj, New Delhi, India, pioneered the cross-cultural
interaction series, 'Samvad'. In today's globalized world, cross-
cultural exchange programs are becoming increasingly popular
among students who seek to broaden their horizons and gain new
perspectives. These programs provide a unique opportunity for
students to immerse themselves in different cultures, languages,
and ways of life while enhancing their academic and personal
growth. Whether it's online interaction, a homestay program, or
volunteering in another country, cross-cultural exchange programs
offer countless benefits for students, from developing intercultural
communication skills and increasing cultural awareness to boosting
self-confidence. The advantages of these programs are endless.
This edition explored some of the top benefits of cross-cultural
exchange programs for students.

Fulbright Alumna & TGC Coordinator
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