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A webinar organised on the occasion of International Day for the
Conservation of Mangrove Ecosystems

On July 25 and 26, 2025, the
Uttarakhand Biodiversity Board and
the EIACP Center, Wildlife Institute of
India collaborated to host a webinar
in observance of the International
Day for the Conservation of the
Mangrove Ecosystem. The session
brought together four experts from
various fields to discuss the vital
role of wetlands and mangroves in
protecting biodiversity and mitigating
climate change.

Shri Abhimanyu (Divisional Forest
Officer, Chakrata) spoke on the
management and conservation of
Uttarakhand's wetlands. Given his
role as a DFO in a state known for
its unique high-altitude and riverine
wetlands, his presentation likely
focused on the specific challenges
and strategies involved in managing
these fragile ecosystems, including
controlling  human impact and
protecting local biodiversity.

Dr. SK. Barik (Government of
Bihar) addressed the conservation,
restoration, and sustainable use
of Ganga floodplain wetlands. He
emphasized the importance of
sustainable practices to ensure these
areas continue to support livelihoods
while providing essential ecological
services like water purification and
flood control.

Miss Neha Tamhankar (Forest
Research Institute) highlighted the role
of mangroves as ‘coastal warriors."
Her discussion would have focused
on their physical function in preventing
coastal erosion, serving as a natural
barrier against storm surges, and
their immense capacity to sequester
carbon, thus acting as a key tool in the
fight against climate change.

Dr. Debajit Datta (Jadavpur
University) presented social-
ecological strategies for restoring
mangroves in the Sundarbans.

His focus on the Sundarbans, the

world's largest mangrove forest,
underscores the complex relationship
between human communities and
these ecosystems. He discussed
how to integrate the needs of local
populations with scientific restoration
efforts to create a sustainable model
for conservation that benefits both
nature and people.

Over 50 attendees from various
institutions ~ and  organizations
participated in this event, and a
discussion was held among all the
participants to achieve the best
possible outcome from the webinar.
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Appointment of new Member Secretary

In compliance of the order No 1439/
X-1-2025-14(01)/ 2023 issued by
the Uttarakhand government, dated

25 August , 2025. Shri T.R. Bijulal,

Secretary, Uttarakhand Biodiversity
IFS took over the charge as Member

Board on 02.09.2025.

National Moth Week 2025

From July 26-28, 2025, Titli Trust,
Doon Nature Walks and Uttarakhand
Biodiversity Board, Dehradun jointly
conducted annual moth surveys at
Malsi, Lacchiwala, and Kaduapani as

part of the global National Moth Week
event.

Key Findings

6 The 2025 surveys recorded a
preliminary checklist of 1017 moth
Species.

4 Some were identified at the genus
level, while others were confirmed
at the species level.
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¢ Kaduapani showed the highest diversity with 48 species, followed by

Lacchiwala (38) and Malsi (36).

A summary of 2025 surveys is mentioned below.

Location Date Time No. of macromoth | No of

species individuals

identified in 2025

2025 (macromoths)
Malsi 26 Jul 2025 |7:00-10:00 pm 36 69
Kaduapani |27 Jul 2025 |7:00-10:30 pm 48 211
Lacchiwala |28 Jul 2025 |7:00-10:30 pm 38 134

Ecological Importance of Moths
Moths are considered vital bio-
indicators, as their diversity
reflects the health of ecosystems.
A high variety of moth species
often points to a thriving habitat
rich in plant life, which supports
broader biodiversity.

They play multiple crucial ecological
roles:

4 Pollinator - especially for night-
blooming plants.

¢ Food Source - supporting birds,
bats, and other nocturnal/diurnal
animals.

¢ Monitoring - their population
trends provide insights into plant
health and ecosystem balance.

Conclusion

The assessment of moth diversity
in Dehradun not only contributes
valuable data for long-term ecological
monitoring, but also strengthens the
global citizen science movement
dedicated to understanding and
conserving these essential creatures.
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Uttarakhand Biodiversity Board hosted a special online session
on International Tiger Day-2025

On July 29, 2025, the Uttarakhand
Biodiversity Board in  Dehradun
hosted a special online session to
commemorate International Tiger
Day. The event focused on tiger
conservation through two insightful
sessions led by distinguished experts.

Session  1:
Corbett"
The first session was led by Shri
Ranjan Kumar Mishra, IFS, PCCF,
CWLW Uttarakhand, & Former Field
Director,  Corbett Tiger Reserve,
Drawing on his extensive experience,
he shared firsthand accounts and
strategic insights from his time
managing the reserve, which boasts
India's highest tiger density.

"Prowling  Through

He  highlighted  successful
conservation  strategies, including
anti-poaching initiatives and habitat
management. The discussion also
touched upon the critical challenge
of  human-wildlife  conflict and
emphasized how vital community
involvement is to conservation
success.

Session 2: "Stalking the Secrets of
the Tiger State"

This session featured Shri Sreenivasa
Murthy Rangaiah, IFS, Retd, Former
Member Secretary, Madhya Pradesh
Biodiversity Board.

He explained the scientific
monitoring techniques and dedicated

efforts of the forest staff that led to

S

this remarkable recovery. He stressed
that sustainable tiger conservation

requires long-term political
commitment, scientific management,
and adaptive strategies to address
evolving challenges.

The event, which saw the
participation of over 30 attendees
from  various institutions  and
organizations.

A webinar organised on the occasion of World Ranger Day 2025

On August 4, the Uttarakhand
Biodiversity Board, Dehradun hosted
a webinar to commemorate World
Ranger Day, an annual event globally
celebrated on July 31,

The keynote speaker was Shri
Vikram Tomar, a retired Assistant
Conservator of Forests (ACF) and
a consultant with  WWF-India. He

presented on “Role of Field Forest
Staff in Protecting Forest Areas,”
sharing insights from his extensive
experience.

Key Points

Rangers are not just a “post” but
include all frontline staff: forest
guards, watchers, foresters,
deputy rangers, and rangers.

Forest fires are among the biggest
threats, often man-made, and
cause severe |0ss to biodiversity.

Conservation should go hand-
in-hand with development, but
forests must remain a priority for
ecological balance.

lllegal logging and poaching can
only be controlled through strong
community intelligence networks.

Role of Rangers & Field Staff
Patrolling & Surveillance
Wildlife Protection
Forest Fire Management
Community Engagement

Use of Technology

More than 26 people from various
organizations joined the event. The
session concluded with a Q&A, where
participants engaged in a discussion
to understand the difficult conditions
forest rangers encounter in field.

MONSOON EDITION 2025
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Inception Meeting for Development of State Biodiversity
Strategy and Action Plan for Uttarakhand

The Inception meeting was organized
on 6, August, 2025 to initiate the
process of updating the State
Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan
(SBSAP) for Uttarakhand in line with
the National Biodiversity Framework
and the Kunming-Montreal Global
Biodiversity  Framework. It was
emphasized  that  Uttarakhand's
SBSAP, approved in 2018, requires
revision due to evolving global and
national commitments. The focus of
the updated plan will move beyond
merely controlling biodiversity loss
to actively reversing it, with a strong
emphasis on in-situ conservation
supported by ex-situ measures. The
discussions highlighted the need
for inter-departmental collaboration,
recognizing that biodiversity
conservation is not limited to forests
but also extends to agriculture,
horticulture,  animal  husbandry,
and fisheries. Specific concerns
such as balancing productivity with
indigenous  horticultural  species,
protecting native cattle breeds like
Badri, conserving trout and mahseer
spawning grounds, and preserving
local crop varieties such as rajma were
discussed. The role of Biodiversity
Management ~ Committees  and
farmers was underlined as central to
grassroots-level conservation efforts.

The keynote address outlined
India’s biodiversity strategy, which
now incorporates the Kunming-
Montreal Protocol’s four global goals
and 23 targets adapted to the national
context. These include ecosystem
restoration, management of genetic
diversity, addressing invasive species,
reducing pollution,  strengthening
ecosystem  services,  promoting
sustainable agriculture and fisheries,
mainstreaming  biodiversity  in
policies, and ensuring inclusive and
gender-sensitive governance.

The meeting concluded with clear
action items. UNDP and ICLEI South

""'.!_] N ¢
E.,‘.g_

Asia will provide technical support
to align the updated plan, while the
State Biodiversity Board will conduct
policy analysis across departments.
Line departments are expected to
contribute inputs on indigenous
species and  biodiversity-linked
schemes, and BMCs will be mobilized
for in-situ conservation. ICLEI South
Asia will also facilitate consultations
and workshops to support the drafting
process, after which the revised
SBSAP will be finalized and submitted
to the National Biodiversity Authority
and the State Government.

In closing, the Member Secretary,
Uttarakhand  Biodiversity ~ Board
expressed gratitude to all dignitaries,
partners, and participants, stressing
the importance of collaborative
efforts for achieving the updated
biodiversity goals.
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A Webinar for National Handloom Day 2025

On National Handloom Day (August
7,2025), an interactive webinar titled
“Exploring  Uttarakhand’'s  Natural
Fibers and Handlooms” highlighted
the crucial role of forest-based fibers
in supporting local livelihoods. The
event was jointly organized by the
Uttarakhand Biodiversity Board and
the EIACP Centre, Forest Research
Institute, Dehradun.

The keynote address was delivered
by Shri S.T.S. Lepcha (IFS, Retd.), a
veteran forester and expert in non-
timber forest products. Drawing upon
hisvastexperience,heemphasizedthe
immense potential of Uttarakhand's
natural fibers in creating sustainable
economic opportunities for rural and
tribal communities.

Highlights

Rich  Biodiversity ~ of  Fibers:
Surveys across Uttarakhand have
identified over 95-100 fiber-yielding
species, with many hotspots in
the Garhwal and Kumaon regions.
The state’s wide altitudinal range
(subtropical to alpine) supports
diverse ecological zones for these
species. Focus is being placed on
four to five major fiber species for
sustainable development.

Key Fiber Species

Rambas (Bamboo): Valued for its fiber
in handloom use, while its sap residue
offers  bhio-insecticidal  properties.
It also acts as a natural barrier
against forest fires, benefiting both
conservation and local livelihoods.

Bhimal: A deciduous tree whose
bast fibers are traditionally used

gyl 3 AFBRUT 2025

for ropes and high-quality paper. It
also provides fodder and fuelwood,
making it a multipurpose species for
Himalayan communities.

IndustrialHemp:Historicallyimportant
in Himalayan culture, it provides
durable fibers for textiles, dyes, and
ropes. Today, it is being explored for
modern applications in high-value
fabrics and sustainable products.

Himalayan Nettle (Girardinia
diversifolia ~/  Bichhu  Ghaas):
Known for its smooth, lightweight,
and insulating fibers, suitable for

both summer and winter wear.
Policy and Institutional Gaps:
Although policies were drafted
in 2009 to promote selected
fibers, provide subsidies, and
encourage entrepreneurship,

implementation has remained limited.

Innovation and Entrepreneurship:
Beyond government initiatives, NGOs
and individual enterprises have begun
conducting research and launching
businesses in natural fiber-based
products.

Notable examples include Chipu
Studio and Alai Design Studio, which
have successfully developed product
lines using Himalayan fibers.

The  primary challenge  for
the industry is the absence of a
comprehensive  ecosystem  that
integrates the entire value chain,
from raw material sourcing (seed/
plant) to the final consumer product.
To address this, the speaker
recommended establishing a
dedicated institute or a collaborative
consortium to streamline research,
production, and market access.

Over 40 attendees from various
institutions and organisations
participated in this event. After
the session concluded, a question
and answer segment took place,
allowing for a healthy discussion
among all webinar participants. They
collectively took important steps to
encourage the use of natural fibers
and handloom products to help local
people in Uttarakhand.
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World Lake Day Webinar: Jointly organized by Uttarakhand
Biodiversity Board, Dehradun & Wetlands International South

Asia

On August 28, 2025, the Uttarakhand
Biodiversity Board and Wetlands
International South Asia organized
a webinar for World Lake Day 2025.
The two speakers presented a
presentation about lake conservation.

Speaker 1: Dr. AK. Patnayak (IFS,
Retd. Former PCCF, Odisha) shared
his vast experience and several
important insights in celebration of
World Lake Day, emphasizing global,
national, and local perspectives on
lake management and restoration.

India drove the global policy
milestone on sustainable lake
management, leading to the UN
resolution recognizing lakes as
critical ecosystems in 2022.

Emphasized the concept and
necessity of ‘Integrated Lake
Lenticular Basin Management"
(ILLBM), advocating for the
holistic management of lakes,
rivers, wetlands, and coastal
systems as connected entities.

Highlighted issues like
fragmented governance, lack
of  integrated  hydrological
assessment, weak local
institutions, and the need for
statutory authority and better
data integration.

Advocated  nature based
solutions and use of traditional
ecologicalknowledge, restoration,
and not just mechanical removal.

Speaker 2: Dr. Ritesh Kumar, Director
of Wetlands International South

10

Asia, provided a detailed historical
perspective on wetland governance in
India, highlighting its evolution from
traditional community-led protection
and usage.

Stressed the complexity and
diversity of wetlands and
lakes, noting that they defy
easy classification and their
management challenges stem
from their land-water interface.

Provided a historical overview

of wetland governance in
India, including local collective
management  traditions  and
the transition to modern policy
frameworks like Ramsar
designation  and  Wetlands

Conservation Rules.

Warned that urbanization and
canal irrigation have led to
extensive wetland loss; noted
that for every square kilometer of
new urban area, five hectares of
wetlands disappear.

Pointed to sectoral and policy
confusion regarding definitions
and  management priorities,
especially for small wetlands.

Urged community stewardship,
informal  education, behavior-
change campaigns, and
involvement of all sectors and
society, not just government,
to achieve meaningful wetland
conservation.

Cautioned that technical fixes
are not enough; basic actions
like protecting inflows/outflows,

preventing pollution, and linking
conservation to local benefits are
key.

The wehbinar called for collaborative
action by governments, communities,
researchers, and organizations to
raise awareness, promote sustainable
management, restore degraded lakes,
and protect freshwater biodiversity
for current and future generations.
It also underscored the importance
of integrating traditional knowledge,
community participation, and science-
based policies to ensure resilient,
healthy lake ecosystems that benefit
both nature and people.

The webinar was attended by a
focused group of 24 participants,
enabling  meaningful interaction
and detailed discussions. This
intimate setting fostered an engaged
environment where attendees could
actively participate in the sessions,
ask questions, and gain valuable
insights from the expert speakers.
Such a turnout reflects the targeted
and specialized nature of the webinar,
ensuring quality engagement and a
productive exchange of knowledge.

MONSOON EDITION 2025



IIREUS o fafderar e

[SeTTs - TR |

Uttarakhand Biodiversity Board and WWF India jointly organized
a webinar for International Vulture Awareness Day 2025

On September8,2025, the Uttarakhand
Biodiversity Board and WWEF India
hosted a wehinar for International
Vulture Awareness Day. The event,
presented by environmental science
scholar Mr. Sunny Joshi, focused on
the biology, ecology, and conservation
of vultures, highlighting their critical
role as "cleaners of the ecosystem" by
consuming decaying carcasses and
preventing disease spread.

Vulture Ecology and Threats

Vultures are raptors that act primarily
as scavengers. They are long-lived,
can nest on rocky cliffs, and are slow
breeders with low survival rates. India
is home to nine species of vultures,
with four categorized as Critically
Endangered by the IUCN, and only one
species (the Eurasian Griffon) listed
as Least Concern.

The primary cause of the
catastrophic ~ decline in  their
populations is Diclofenac poisoning.
When vultures feed on the carcasses
of livestock treated with this non-
steroidal  anti-inflammatory  drug
(NSAID), they experience fatal renal
failure. Although the veterinary use
of Diclofenac was banned in 2006,
the illegal use of human-grade
diclofenac remains a threat. Other
threats include electrocution from
power lines and competition for food
with other scavengers like stray dogs,
which can also pose a risk to human
health. Another harmful NSAID,
Ketoprofen, was also recently banned
for veterinary use.

gyl 3 AFBRUT 2025

Conservation Efforts and Solutions
WWF India, in collaboration with
the Forest Department and other
partners, is actively working on vulture
conservation. Their efforts include:

Nest Monitoring: Nest monitoring
plays a crucial role in vulture
conservation by providing vital
information on breeding success,
population trends, and habitat use.
It involves regular observation
of nesting sites—often located
on cliffs, tall trees, or power
structures—to record data on
egg laying, hatching rates, and
fledgling survival. Monitoring helps
identify disturbances, predation
risks, and environmental threats
affecting reproductive success.
Trained field staff and researchers
use  non-intrusive  methods,
such as binoculars and camera
traps, to minimize disturbance.
The data collected through
these efforts guide conservation
actions, such as protecting critical
nesting habitats, managing food
availability, and ensuring the
safety of breeding colonies.

Satellite  Telemetry: Satellite
telemetry is a modern tracking
technique used to study the
movement,  migration,  and
behavior of wvultures in real
time. By fitting lightweight
GPS transmitters to the birds,
researchers can monitor their
flight paths, feeding ranges,
and roosting sites over large
geographical areas. This
technology provides valuable
insights into migration routes,

habitat preferences, and potential

threats such as poisoning
hotspots or collision zones with
power lines. The data gathered
through satellite telemetry helpsin
designing effective conservation
strategies, identifying critical
habitats, and ensuring better
protection for vulture populations
across regions.

Capacity Building & Community
Awareness:  Training  forest
staff and conservationists to
identify and monitor vulture
populations. By empowering local
stakeholders and strengthening
institutional capacities,
capacity building ensures more
effective  implementation  of
conservation programs and long-
term sustainability of vulture
protection efforts. Educating rural
communities about the dangers
of harmful drugs and promoting
safer alternatives for livestock.

Conservation challenges were also
discussed during the Q&A session.
To prevent electrocution, power lines
can be retrofitted with insulation and
carcass dump sites should be moved
away from them. 41 individuals,
concluded with a discussion on future
conservation steps.
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Big Butterfly Month celebration 2025

Big Butterfly Month: India’s
Citizen Science Spectacle

The Big Butterfly Month (BBM) is
India's annual flagship citizen science

program, held every September,
dedicated to the celebration,
monitoring, and conservation of

butterflies, which are vital pollinators.
The event capitalizes on the
peak butterfly activity during the
monsoon-post-monsoon  transition,
transforming ordinary citizens into
active field scientists. Participants
engage in structured activities like
guided walks and photo submissions
to generate a robust, real-time dataset
that is instrumental for ecological
research and conservation policy.

1. Species Diversity
2. Population Trends
3. Habitat Health
4

Climate
(Phenology)

Change Impacts

The BBM is a comprehensive learning
ecosystem making conservation
science accessible to all, welcoming
diverse audiences like beginners and
children with no prior knowledge
required. Expert mentors provide live
guidance, constructive feedback,

and crucial identification support.
This is all facilitated through BBM's
interactive digital platforms.

© Shashank Dubey

BBM is more than a fleeting
event; it is a profound journey for
participants, allowing them to:

Sharpen Observation &
Identification Skills

Learn About Ecology
Connect with Community

Inspire Local Action

The urgency of this initiative cannot be
overstated. With over 1,300 butterfly
species in India, many populations are
under severe pressure due to habitat
loss, accelerated urbanization, and
unpredictable climate shifts. By
participating, your individual sightings
are directly transformed into
actionable science—data that helps:

Track ecological changes.
Protect vulnerable ecosystems.

Shape the future of biodiversity
policy.

Dehradun Dances with Butterflies:
BBM 2025 Recap

Uttarakhand, a recognized biodiversity
haven home to over 460 recorded
butterfly species, celebrated the Big
Butterfly Month with unparalleled
enthusiasm in September 2025. This
year, the Uttarakhand Biodiversity
Board, the Titli Trust, and Doon Nature
Walks collaborated to host a series

of vibrant Butterfly Walks across
Dehradun's celebrated trails.

Three enchanting Sunday Butterfly
Walks unfolded across Dehradun’s
emerald trails:

Trail Species Spotted
Shikhar Falls 32
Sahastradhara 20
Thano 12

The successful BBM 2025 walks in
Dehradun concluded with significant
community engagement and
valuable field observations. A total
of 55 participants—a mix of families,
students, and committed nature
lovers—joined the expert gquides
across the three trails.

Participants were afforded the
opportunity to marvel at some of the
region's most captivating species,
including the striking Orange Oakleaf,
the elegant Indian Nawab, and the
common yet vital Common Rose.

Participants were able to uncover
key ecological processes firsthand:
Nectar Trails and Feeding Behavior,
Host Plant  Relationships  and
Pollination Secrets.

Crucially,  every  observation
reinforced the urgent call to action for
habitat conservation.

MONSOON EDITION 2025
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Webinar on Himalayan Day 2025: Focus on "Himalaya and

Disasters”

A webinar on 9" September
2025, Jointly organized by EIACP
Resource Partner on Forestry &
Forest Related Livelihoods Forest
Research Institute, EIACP Hub UKPCB
& Uttarakhand Biodiversity Board
Dehradun, Uttarakhand. The central
theme, “Himalaya & Disasters,’
highlighted the significance of the
Himalayas as the “Water Tower of
Asia” and the lifeline for millions. The
discussion underscored the growing
vulnerabilities of this vital region due
to climate change, natural hazards,
and mounting human pressures,
emphasizing the urgent need for
sustainable solutions.

The webinar featured four expert
speakers, each sharing valuable
insights drawn from their specialized
knowledge and experience.

Microplastics and Micropollutants:

Dr. S.S. Suthar of Doon University
spoke about the rising threat of
microplastics and micropollutants in
Himalayan rivers. He explained that
pollutants  from pharmaceuticals,
personal  care  products, and
plastics are entering river systems,
threatening ecosystems and human
health. These contaminants, which
include microplastics and triclosan,
are a major concern because they
are persistent, can enter the food
chain, and aren't effectively removed
by current wastewater treatment
methods. The primary sources of
this pollution are rapid urbanization,
tourism, and inadequate waste
management. Dr. Suthar stressed the

gyl 3 AFBRUT 2025

need for stricter policies, better waste
infrastructure, and increased public
awareness to address this issue.
Himalayan Disasters and
Vulnerability:

Dr. Rakesh Bhutani provided an
overview of the disasters affecting
the Himalayas, categorizing them as
Natural hazards (e.g., earthquakes and
floods) and Anthropogenic hazards
(e.g., deforestation and unplanned
construction). He highlighted specific
disasters such as earthquakes,
landslides, floods, and Glacial Lake
Outburst Floods (GLOFs), which are
all worsened by climate change and
human activities like unregulated
development. Dr. Bhutani emphasized
that effective disaster management
requires early warning systems,
strict regulations on construction,
and community training to improve
preparedness.

Natural Farming and Sustainable
Agriculture:

Dr. Anoop Badoni's presentation
focused on Natural farming as a
sustainable solution for plant growth
and soil improvement. He explained
that sustainable agriculture is crucial
for food security and environmental
health, as it relies on farming
techniques that conserve natural
resources and improve soil fertility
without synthetic chemicals. Dr.
Badoni detailed natural agro-products
like Beejamrita and Jeevamrita, which
are used to treat seeds and enhance
soil health. He also highlighted
governmentinitiatives like the National

Mission for Sustainable Agriculture
(NMSA) and the Paramparagat Krishi
Vikas Yojana (PKVY), which aim to
promote these eco-friendly farming
methods despite challenges like a
lack of awareness and concerns
about yields.

Conserving the
Ecosystem:

Dr. Rajkumar Chaturvedi concluded
the webinar by stressing the
importance  of  conserving  the
Himalayan ecosystem. He described
the Himalayas as the 'lifeline of
North India," explaining that the
health of the vast Indo-Gangetic
plains is directly linked to the stability
of the mountains. He warned that
unchecked urbanization, tourism,
and infrastructure  development
threaten the fragile environment. Dr.
Chaturvedi called for a multifaceted
conservation  approach involving
policy interventions, research-based
planning, and active community
participation. He concluded by
emphasizing that the Himalayas
are a global environmental heritage
that requires collective protection to
ensure their sustainability for future
generations.

Himalayan
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Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)

This Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU), signed on September 12, 2025,
formalizes a five-year partnership
between the Nature Science Initiative
(NSI) and the Uttarakhand Biodiversity
Board (UBB). The collaboration aims
to promote biodiversity conservation,
sustainable development, and
ecological research in Uttarakhand.

Scope and Responsibilities

The collaboration will involve co-
hosting webinars, seminars, and
training programs, as well as
sharing data and publications from
joint projects. Both parties will also
support fieldwork for biodiversity
documentation and capacity-building
workshops.

NSI’s responsibilities include:

Developing and  maintaining
a bilingual  website, www.
naturevidya.org, to  support

biodiversity and sustainability
education.

Providing  trained  personnel
for the implementation of joint
programs.

Facilitating the participation of

students, teachers, and local
communities in  conservation
activities.

Supporting the development of
People's Biodiversity Registers
(PBR) and submitting regular
reports on joint activities to the
UBB.

UBB's responsibilities include:

Providing  technical  support
and guidance in line with state
biodiversity priorities.

Facilitating access to resources
such as Biodiversity Monitoring
Committees (BMCs) and PBRs.

Assisting with permissions and
logistical support for fieldwork
and events.
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Both organizations have defined roles:
NSI will provide trained personnel,
develop a dedicated website (www.
naturevidya.org), and facilitate
community participation. UBB will
offer technical guidance and logistical
support. The partnership emphasizes
shared resources, with intellectual
property from joint projects being
shared with proper attribution. The
MoU can be extended or terminated
with mutual consent.

MONSOON EDITION 2025
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A Webinar on World Bamboo Day 2025

On September 18, 2025, World
Bamboo Day an interactive webinar
Presentation Topics "Prospects in
bamboo and government initiatives
and towards bamboo development
and "Livelihood creation with locally
easily available natural resources"
highlighted  the  importance  of
bamboo and his organization's
efforts to promote it. The event
was collaboration between the
Uttarakhand Biodiversity Board and
the Uttarakhand Bamboo & Fiber
Development Board.

Mr. Dinesh Joshi, Project Officer,
Uttarakhand  Bamboo &  Fiber
Development Board, highlighted the
prospects of bamboo and government
initiatives for its promotion. The Board
focuses on resource development,
skill - training, design innovation,
entrepreneurship, and marketing of
bamboo products.

Bamboo, an eco-friendly and
fast-growing resource, prevents soil
erosion, absorbs high levels of carbon
dioxide, and provides ecological
benefits by supporting species like
the musk deer, Himalayan Monal, and
elephants.

lts applications range from
housing and agricultural structures
to handicrafts, furniture, jewellery,
biodegradable crockery, activated
charcoal, and innovative products
like bamboo salt. At the industrial
level, India's first bamboo-based
ethanol plant in Assam processes 5
lakh tonnes annually. Additionally,
the National Bamboo Mission offers
subsidies of up to 50% for nurseries,
plantations, and projects, encouraging
growth in the bamboo sector.

Ms. Neera Sarmah, fondly known
as the Bamboo Lady of India, is a

pioneer in bamboo jewellery and

S

A Webinar on World Tourism Day 2025

On September 29, 2025, the
Uttarakhand  Biodiversity ~ Board
hosted a webinar on world tourism
day. The theme of this webinar was
‘Regenerative tourism :A promise
for recovery of the environmental
and local communities”. The event,
presented by former HoFF, Dr. Rajeev
Bhartari. He is a retired Indian Forest
Service officer from the 1986 batch.
Regenerative tourism is a form
of travel that aims to restore and
improve destinations rather than
just reduce harm. It supports local

gyl 3 AFBRUT 2025

communities, protects ecosystems,
and promotes cultural preservation.
Travelers actively contribute to
environmental and social well-being,
leaving a positive impact and fostering
meaningful connections with nature
and people.

He shares insights about how the
Corbett Tiger Reserve has witnessed
a remarkable boom in tourism and
related economic activities since
the formation of Uttarakhand state.
This growth is primarily evidenced

sustainable entrepreneurship.  For
more than two decades, she has
championed the use of bamboo

to create eco-friendly products,
proving its potential as a sustainable
alternative to conventional materials.
Her work not only demonstrates the
environmental benefits of bamboo
such as reducing deforestation and
promoting conservation but also
empowers marginalized communities,
especially women, by generating
livelihood opportunities.

by the increase in dedicated tourism
zones within the reserve, which
have expanded from three to eight,
including additions like Jhirna (1996),
Durga Devi (2005), Dhela (2014), and
Gargia (2020), with several more
zones created in the surrounding
landscape.  Consequently,  visitor
arrivals have surged from 75,000
to over 3 lakh annually, driving the
park's revenue up by an astounding
23 times to more than 23 crores. This
surge in tourism has also led to an
explosion in infrastructure outside the
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Guidance

Shri R.K. Sudhanshu, IAS, Principal Secretary,
Forest, Environment Protection & Climate Change
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