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Preliminary meeting on declaring Chhoti Haldwani,
Kaladhungi as Biodiversity Heritage Site

On March 18, 2025, a preliminary
meeting was organized at Kaladhungi
Forest Rest House, Kaladhungi Range,
Ramnagar, District Nainital, with the
collaboration of the Uttarakhand
Biodiversity Board and the Forest
Department, Uttarakhand to discuss
the declaration of Chhoti Haldwani,
Kaladhungi as a Biodiversity Heritage
Site.  Officials from the Forest
Department,  Municipal ~ Council
Kaladhungi, Jim Corbett Village
Development Committee, and experts
from the Uttarakhand Biodiversity
Board participated in the meeting.

Dr. Amit Singh from the
Uttarakhand  Biodiversity  Board
delivered an insightful presentation
on the significance of Biodiversity
Heritage Sites (BHS), highlighting
their importance in preserving
unique  ecosystems, traditional
knowledge, and cultural heritage. He
elaborated on the legal framework
governing the declaration of such
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sites under the Biological Diversity
Act, 2002, and explained the step-
by-step procedures involved in the
designation process. Additionally,
Dr. Singh emphasized the critical
role that local communities and
the Forest Department play in the
management, conservation, and

sustainable utilization of biodiversity
in these heritage sites.

The presentation was followed
by an extensive and engaging
discussion  focusing on  the
potential benefits of declaring
Chhoti Haldwani, Kaladhungi,
as a Biodiversity Heritage Site.
The discussion underscored
how the recognition of this site
could significantly contribute to:
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Promotion of eco-tourism and
sustainable livelihoods for the
local community.

Strengthening environmental
conservation efforts by protecting
native biodiversity and preserving
the region's ecological balance.

Enhancing the socio-economic
development of the local
population by creating new
opportunities for income
generation through nature-based
activities.

Several key suggestions were put
forward during the discussion to
facilitate the smooth and effective
implementation of the process:

Reconstitution of the Biodiversity
Management Committee (BMC):
It was proposed that the existing
BMC be reconstitute with active
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representation from local
stakeholders to ensure more
effective decision-making and
governance.

Clear Demarcation of Proposed
Boundaries: To avoid future
conflicts and ensure better
management, it was suggested
that a clear and precise
demarcation of the proposed
site's geographical boundaries
be carried out through scientific
surveys and mapping.

Provision of Scientific  and
Administrative Support:
Recognizing the need for
technical  expertise, it was
recommended that scientific
and administrative assistance be
extended to the BMC and local
authorities to facilitate effective
biodiversity management.

Awareness and Capacity-Building
Programs: To ensure long-
term success, it was suggested
that  awareness  campaigns
and capacity-building training
programs be conducted at
the community level to equip
local stakeholders with the
necessary knowledge and skills
for  biodiversity  conservation
and  sustainable  resource
management.

The meeting concluded with a
consensus that declaring Chhoti
Haldwani,Kaladhungi,as aBiodiversity
Heritage Site would serve as a model
for integrating conservation and
development, ensuring ecological
sustainability and enhancing the well-
being of local communities.
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