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Celebration of World Environment Day 2024

Uttarakhand Biodiversity Board (UBB)
orchestrated a series of activities to
mark World Environment Day 2024.
The events, held from 3rd to 5th
June 2024, focused on the theme
‘Land Restoration, Desertification,
and  Drought  Resilience" and
incorporated Mission LIiFE action
points. These initiatives took place in
the Matakmajri (Kulhal), Kunjagrant
Gram Panchayat (Vikasnagar Block)
and near Kali Mandir, Vasant Vihar,
District Dehradun.

The World Environment Day
celebrations aimed at several key
objectives.  These included the
promotion of greenery by encouraging
tree plantation efforts, revitalizing
water canals through cleaning and
restoration activities, and fostering
native biodiversity by removing

invasive alien species. Additionally,
the events sought to increase public
awareness regarding environmental
conservation and the adoption of
sustainable practices.

The event was undertaken by
the Uttarakhand Biodiversity Board
with Matakmajri (Kulhal), Kunjagrant
Biodiversity Management Committee
and near Kali Mandir, Vasant Vihar,
Dehradun Representative of Forest
Department, and local village
residents and volunteers.

Activities Conducted

1. Tree Plantation Drive

The tree plantation drive was a
cornerstone of the World Environment
Day celebrations. It aimed to enhance
the green cover and contribute to land
restoration efforts.

The plantation campaign,
organized by Uttarakhand State
Biodiversity Board, took place in the
vicinity of Village Kulhal, Kunjagrant
gram panchayat & near Vasant Vihar,
Dehradun. A total of 52 participants,
comprising UBB staff, members from
the Kulhal, Kunjagrant Biodiversity
Management  Committee  (BMC)

and near Vasant Vihar, Dehradun
representatives from the Local Forest

Department, and local residents,
actively took part in the event.

Plantation Details:

A variety of native tree species
were chosen for planting to ensure
ecological balance and support local
biodiversity. Total 80 saplings of
species included various fruit-bearing
trees were selected for plantation
such as Amla (Emblica officinalis),
Silver Oak (Grevillea robusta), Jamun
(Syzygium cumini), Harad (Terminalia
chabula), Pilkhan (Ficus virens),
Kachnar (Bauhinia variegata) and for
land restoration Bamboo (Bambusa
vulgaris) was collected from Anand
Van nursery and planted during the
three days event. During the event,
awareness among participants about
the tree plantation and also their
commitment to the rebuilding of
degraded land led enhancing habitat
for local biodiversity and improved
habitat of tree plantation.

2. Cleaning of Water Canal

The cleaning of the local water canal
was another significant activity aimed
at ensuring water conservation and
quality by removing debris, plastic
waste and other pollutants from
canal. The activity took place near
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Kali Mandir, Vasant Vihar, Dehradun.
UBB staff spearheaded the initiative
with the help of local volunteers.

Gloves, trashbags, rakes, and other
necessary tools were provided to the
participants. Safety measures were
ensured to protect volunteers from
potential hazards. Canal Cleaning
drive led to the community awareness
about the importance of keeping
water bodies clean, Improved water

quality, reduced risk of waterborne
disease and flow in the canal.

3. Removal of Invasive Alien Species
The manual uprooting and safe
disposal of invasive alien species
such as Lantana (Lantana camara)
& Congress grass (Parthenium
hysterophorus) were conducted near
Kali Mandir, Vasant Vihar, Dehradun
to promote the growth of native flora
and maintain ecological balance.

UBB staff along with local volunteers
participated in the removal process.

¢

¢

Reduction in the spread of
invasive species.

Restoration of native biodiversity.

Enhanced ecological health of the
local environment.
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AOVERNMINE OF INOiA
CEMTRAL ACADEMY TOR STATE FOREST SERVICE

Guidance Direction
Dr. Dhananjai Mohan, IFS, Chairman Shri R.K. Mishra, IFS, Member Secretary
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