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ABOUT THE BOOK

Nature, since time immemorial has created and provided with a range of different shades of colours like
yellow, red, blue, violet, green etc. that has inspired mankind to bring more colours in their daily life. But
the access to the colours of nature has always been very laborious. The desire of mankind for more bright,
fast and stable colours has been a strong driving force in the development and invention in the synthetic
chemistry and development of the synthetic colours. Till to date, synthetic colorant dominates almost every
field of possible application, such as mass coloration of plastics, textiles, paints, cosmetics and food, though
sporadically the research on natural colorants continued by few enthusiasts who were persistant against the
straight forward arguments for the use of synthetic dyes, relying on cost, performance, colour strength and
brilliance, which can easily be achieved using artificial dyes.

The strongest plus point in the favour of natural colours is its being natural. Increased awareness of safety
and higher attention to the possible adverse impact of a chemical product on human health has been one of
the motivating factors for the use of natural colorants in food and cosmetics. Growing consumer interest in
purchasing ‘green’ products is also responsible for the reintroduction of natural colorants into the modern
markets. However, introduction of natural colorants into modern products is an interdisciplinary task that
has to consider farming, collection of material, dyestuff extraction, analysis, properties and application at the
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same time. Present book contains more application-oriented use of natural colorants, for example, food, wood, textile and hair dyeing along
with the part of plant species that yield colour. Species that are rich in tannins are also dealt in this book. Species are arranged alphabetically

to make it easy for the readers to use the book.
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