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1. Executive Summary

Indian Sign Language Research and Training Centre (ISLRTC) is an autonomous organization established
under Societies Registration Act XXI of 1860, (Registration Number S/1440/2016), under the aegis of

Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (Divyangjan) under Ministry of Social Justice and
Empowerment, Government of  India, New Delhi. It was established on 28th September 2015.

The summary of the major activities of ISLRTC during the year 2022-23 is given below:

• ISLRTC is conducting two courses: Diploma in Indian Sign Language Interpretation (DISLI) and

Diploma in Teaching Indian Sign Language (DTISL). ISLRTC has total 80 students in the DISLI 2021-
2022 & 2022-23 sessions (34 + 46 respectively) and 110  students in DTISL  2021-22 & 2022-23
sessions (60 + 50 respectively).

• ISLRTC being the examining body on behalf of NBER-RCI conducted national level examinations of

DISLI and DTISL in December 2022 and January 2023.

• ISLRTC provided interpretation services to various government departments and different organisations
such as Doordarshan News, National Human Rights Commission, etc.

• ISLRTC organized a programme to celebrate Sign Language Day on 23rdSeptember 2022, in which

winners of the 5th ISL Competition were felicitated, ISL content of NCERT textbooks of class VI was
released, a mobile app Sign Learn was launched, signs of 500 academic terms were launched and ISL
e-comics of National Book Trust’s Veergatha series were launched. In addition, Sign Language Day

was celebrated across the country under “AzadiKaAmritMahotsav” celebration. Around 3,200
organizations, institutions, NI’s, CRCs, RCs under DEPwD were roped in for the celebration.

• Directory of Deaf schools in India and Directory of ISL interpreters have been compiled and made

available on official website of the Centre.

• ISLRTC celebrated International Week of Deaf People from 19th to 25th September 2022 by developing
ISL videos for spreading awareness about ISL.

• ISLRTC celebrated and observed International Yoga day, Independence Day, Hindi Diwas, Vigilance

Awareness Week, Constitution Day, Republic Day, and International Women’s Day by organizing
webinars, discussion session, etc.

• ISLRTC’s RTI cell received total 50 RTI applications through online and offline mode and disposed
them off by sending reply.

• The URL of ISLRTC is http://islrtc.nic.in.

• ISLRTC Library offers various services such as circulation service, reference service, current awareness
service, question paper service, video display, etc.

• ISLRTC implemented e-Office and 20 out of 21 regular employees are using it. SBI e-Collect for

online payment of fees has also been implemented.
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2. Introduction

As per the 2011 Census, there are 50,71,007 persons with hearing disability and 19,98,535 persons with
speech disability in India out of total 26,810,557 persons with disability.

Sign languages are visual-gestural manual languages that use movements of the hands, facial expressions,
and head/body positions to convey linguistic messages. Sign languages are the main form of communication
for people who are deaf or hard of hearing, but they also have a lot to offer for everyone.

Indian Sign Language (ISL) is used in the Deaf community all over India. The deaf community in India is

basically an urban community, where deaf people come together in educational institutions, deaf clubs and
associations, and social gatherings. In rural areas, deaf people are usually isolated from each other and have
none or little access to any sign language.

ISL is used by people with hearing disabilities to communicate with family, friends, in school, in college, at the
workplace and in all spheres of their daily lives. Due to the need for accessibility for persons with hearing

disabilities through the mode of ISL, deaf associations had been demanding setting up of an exclusive institute
focusing on development and furtherance of ISL.

With a view to enhance accessibility for the people with hearing disabilities in India, promote Indian Sign
Language and develop manpower in the related field, the government approved the establishment of Indian

Sign Language Research and Training Centre (ISLRTC) as a society under the Societies Registration Act
XXI of 1860, under the aegis of Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (Divyangjan),
Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment, Government of India, New Delhi.

On 13th December 2006, the United Nations General Assembly adopted the United Nations Convention on

the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD) which identifies the rights of persons with disabilities as
well as the obligations on state parties to the Convention to promote, protect and ensure those rights. The
Convention is the first human rights convention of the 21st century and the first legally binding instrument with

comprehensive protection of the rights of persons with disabilities. The UNCRPD recognises the importance
of sign languages in the lives of deaf people and emphasizes the role of sign languages in education of the
children and youth with hearing disabilities. In a further boost to sign languages, in December 2017, the UN

General Assembly proclaimed 23rd September as the International Day of Sign Languages recognizing that
early access to sign language and services in sign language, including quality education in sign language, is
vital to the growth and development of the deaf individual and critical to the achievement of the internationally

agreed development goals.

India ratified the UNCRPD on 1st October, 2007. In order to give effect to the UNCRPD, the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities Act 2016 (RPWD Act 2016) was enacted on 28th December 2016 and came into

force from 19thApril, 2017. In line with the UNCRPD, the RPWD Act 2016 obligates the government to
provide equal opportunities to persons with disabilities to fully participate in every sphere of life.

As compared to only 07 disabilities recognized in the erstwhile Persons with Disabilities Act 1995, the  RPWD
Act 2016 recognises the following 21 categories of disabilities:
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1. Physical Disability

a. Locomotor Disability

i. Leprosy Cured Person

ii. Cerebral Palsy

iii. Dwarfism

iv. Muscular Dystrophy

v. Acid Attack Victims

b. Visual Impairment

i. Blindness

ii. Low Vision

c. Hearing Impairment

i. Deaf

ii. Hard of Hearing

d. Speech and Language Disability

2. Intellectual Disability

a. Specific Learning Disabilities

b. Autism Spectrum Disorder

3. Mental Behaviour (Mental Illness)

4. Disability caused due to-

a. Chronic Neurological Conditions such as-

i. Multiple Sclerosis

ii. Parkinson’s Disease

b. Blood Disorder-

i. Haemophilia

ii. Thalassemia

iii. Sickle Cell Disease



ANNUAL REPORT 2022-23

88888

5. Multiple Disabilities

The RPWD Act 2016 mandates the provision of accessibility through ISL in all spheres of life including

education, media and entertainment, courts, hospitals, etc. Further, section 17(c) of the RPWD Act
2016 specifically states that appropriate governments shall take action “to train and employ teachers,
including teachers with disability who are qualified in sign language”. Therefore, ISLRTC as the apex

institute for ISL has critical responsibilities to perform for the successful implementation of the RPWD
Act 2016.

2.1 Aims and Objectives

The main aims of the institute as per the Memorandum of Association are the following:

• To develop manpower for using, teaching and conducting research in Indian Sign Language (ISL)
including bilingualism (i.e. sign language + writing).

• To promote the use of Indian Sign Language as an educational mode for hearing impaired students at
primary, secondary and higher education levels. The Centre shall work out modalities with the Ministry
of Human Resource Development and State Education Departments.

• To carry out research through collaboration with universities and other educational institutions in India

and abroad and create linguistic records/analysis of ISL, including creation of Indian Sign Language
corpus (vocabulary).

• To orient and train various groups, i.e. govt. officials, teachers, professionals, community leaders and

the public at large for understanding and using Indian Sign Language.

• To collaborate with organizations of the deaf and other institutions in the field of disability to promote
and propagate Indian Sign Language.

To realize the aims and objectives, ISLRTC conducts activities in the following domains:

Academic activities

Interpreter services

Resource development & dissemination

Trainings, workshops and awareness sessions
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3. Academic Courses

3.1 Diploma in Indian Sign Language Interpretation (DISLI)

The institute is conducting the Diploma in Indian Sign Language Interpretation(DISLI) course which has
been approved by RCI. Interpreters are an urgent requirement to remove communication barriers for persons
with hearing impairment in all public and educational spheres.

3.1.1 Objective

The DISLI course aims to develop personnel in the field of rehabilitation for persons with hearing impairment.
The Diploma enables the trainees to acquire knowledge, skill and competencies in interpreting Indian Sign
Language into other verbal languages and vice versa.The main objective of the course is to train personnel to

take up interpretation of Indian Sign Language into other verbal languages and vice versa in classroom and
real life.

3.1.2 Duration of Course, Intake and Enrolment

Intake capacity and number of students in the DISLI course for the academic session 2022-23are:

Academic session Duration of the course Intake capacity No. of students
admitted

2021-23(2nd year) 2 years 90 34

2022-24 (1st year) 2 years 90 46

The total number of DISLI students at ISLRTC for the 2022-23 session is 80.

3.2 Diploma in Teaching Indian Sign Language (DTISL)

ISLRTC developed the syllabus of a new two-year programme, namely Diploma in Teaching Indian Sign

Language (DTISL). RCI approved this new programme in 2018 and accorded approval of one batch to
ISLRTC to offer the DTISL programme with one batch from the academic year 2019-21 and with two
batches from 2021 onwards. The course is meant for training deaf individuals to teach ISL to interpreters and

other stakeholders.

3.2.1 Objective

The Diploma in Teaching Indian Sign Language program aims to develop personnel in the field of Indian Sign
Language development and teaching of ISL communication and ISL interpretation. The Diploma will enable

the teachers to develop skills in teaching ISL as a language and teaching interpretation skills. The Deaf
trainees also learn about Deaf culture and identity and are trained in different teaching methods and strategies.
They also learn to use their ISL knowledge and teaching skills to develop literacy in English.

3.2.2 Duration of the Course, Intake and Enrolment

Intake capacity and number of students in the DTISL course for the academic session 2022-23are:
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Academic session Duration of the course Intake capacity No. of students
admitted

2021-23(2nd year) 2 years 60 60

2022-24(1st year) 2 years 60 50

The total number of DTISL students at ISLRTC for the 2022-23 session is 110.

3.3 Placement Cell

ISLRTC’s Placement Cell conducts various activities to promote placement of the alumni students of ISLRTC.
Under the placement activities, the centre circulates information about jobs, vacancies, interpreting assignments,
etc. among the DISLI and DTISL ex-students who have passed out from ISLRTC and provides guidance to

the students regarding the job opportunities. The placement figures are given below.

Academic session No. of students passed No. of students placed

DISLI

2016-17 35 21

2017-18 26 16

2018-19 42 28

2019-21 13 08

2020-22 39 15

DTISL

2019-21 20 08

2020-22 18 07

4. Role of Examining Body Assigned by National Board of
Examinations in Rehabilitation, Rehabilitation Council
of India

ISLRTC has been assigned the significant role of Examining Body for the DISLI and DTISL courses by the
National Board of Examinations in Rehabilitation (NBER), Rehabilitation Council of India (RCI). As the
examining body, ISLRTC enrols the admitted students, conducts national level examinations regularly for all

centres conducting DISLI and DTISL courses across India, declares results and issues marksheets and
certificates.

In 2022-23, ISLRTC conducted examinations in December, 2022 and January, 2023. The details are given

below.

4.1 Exams Conducted in December 2022

ISLRTC successfully conducted national level examinations for DISLI and DTISL courses from 13th to 23rd

December, 2022 for 05 centres for DISLI and 03 centres for DTISL across India. The evaluation procedure
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was carried out promptly and the result was announced on 29th December, 2022. The number of students that
appeared for the exams is given below.

Exam Number of students appeared

Regular Final Exam

DISLI 2020-22 (2nd year) 72

DTISL 2020-22 (2nd year) 63

Supplementary Exam

DISLI 2019-21, 2020-22 19

DTISL 2019-21, 2020-22 22

Total number of students appeared 176

4.2 Exams Conducted in January 2023

ISLRTC successfully conducted national level final examinations for 1st year of DISLI and DTISL courses
from 16th to 24th January, 2023 for 05 centres for DISLI and 03 centres for DTISL across India. The result
was announced on 15th February, 2023. The number of students that appeared for the exams is given below.

Exam Number of students appeared

DISLI 2021-23 (1st year) 50

DTISL 2021-23 (1st year) 112

Total number of students appeared 162

5. Services

5.1 Interpreting Services

ISLRTC provides ISL Interpreter services to provide information in accessible medium for people with hearing

disabilities. Between, April 2022 and March 2023, In total, ISLRTC provided interpreting services for around
40 programmes, events, conferences, etc.for example, at Doordarshan News, National Human Rights
Commission, IGNOU, etc.

6. Resource Development

6.1 ISL e-content of NCERT textbooks of Class VI

ISLRTC had signed an MoU with NCERT on 6th October, 2020 for a period of 02 years to collaborate to
convert NCERT textbooks of classes I to XII into Indian Sign Language. The objective of the MoU is to

provide educational material like textbooks to children with hearing disabilities in their preferred accessible
format of communication, i.e. in ISL. This was in accordance with the mandate of the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities Act 2016 and the New Education Policy 2020.
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From October 2021 to August 2022, total 15 textbooks of class VI in both English and Hindi medium were
translated into ISL, video recorded and edited at the Central Institute of Educational Technology (CIET),

NCERT, New Delhi. To complete the recording within the timeline, night shift and weekend shift recordings
were scheduled for which teams were deputed from various schools such as Indore Deaf Bilingual Academy,
Indore, Bajaj Institute of Learning, Dehradun, and individual experts from regions like Chandigarh, Jabalpur,

Bhopal, Rewa, Bhilwara, etc. ISLRTC’s student interns of DISLI and DTISL courses also contributed in the
recording process. All videos were recorded by deaf experts.

The ISL e-content of 15 textbooks of class VI was launched on the occasion of Sign Language Day on 23rd

September, 2022. The ISL content is available for free on DIKSHA portal of the Ministry of Education and on
ISLRTC’s website and YouTube channel.

The educational content in ISL is a significant step towards providing accessible education to children with
hearing disabilities in schools.

Students learning through ISL e Content on PM e-Vidya Channel.

6.2 Development of New Signs for Academic Terms

ISLRTC is working with NCERT to translate textbooks of classes I to XII into ISL. However, there are many
academic terms for which there are no equivalent signs in ISL, due to which there is a lack of academic

vocabulary in ISL. Therefore, ISLRTC in collaboration with Central Institute of Educational Technology
(CIET), NCERT, initiated a project in January 2022 to develop new signs for academic terms.

Seven online workshops were conducted between January and August 2022 in which ISL deaf experts from

different regions of India discussed, developed and validated signs with the guidance of subject experts. The
academic terms were selected from the science, maths, history, and political science textbooks of class VI.

Final videos of 500 new signs for academic terms were launched on Sign Language Day on 23rd September,
2022. The ISL videos are available for free on DIKSHA portal and ISLRTC’s YouTube channel.
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In January 2023, the project was resumed with a focus on class VII and VIII. Between January to March
2023, three online workshops were conducted in which total 200 signs for history and geography subjects of

classes VII and VIII have been finalized.

6.3 Mobile App called
‘Sign Learn’

In collaboration with Federal Institute
of Science and Technology (FISAT),
Kerala, ISLRTC developed a mobile

app named ‘Sign Learn’ to make the
ISL dictionary easily accessible on
mobile devices. The app was launched

on the occasion of Sign Language Day
on 23rdSeptember, 2022 and is available
on both Android and iOS platforms. The

app is available in English and Hindi
languages and provides options foruser
to search word by category, or by

typing in the search bar, and selecting
favourite videos.

4th Workshop on Development of Academic Terms (Science) from 16th to 18th Aug 2022
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6.4 ISL Translations of National Book Trust’s Veergatha Series

In collaboration with the National Book Trust (NBT), India; ISLRTC converted comic books of NBT’s
Veergatha series into ISL. The Veergatha series consists of five comic books aboutParam Veer Chakra

awardees including Major Somnath Sharma (1947 war), Major Shaitan Singh (1962 war), CQMH Abdul
Hamid (1965 war), Second Lieutenant Arun Khetarpal (1971 war), and Lieutenant Manoj Kumar Pandey
(1999 Kargil battle). The books, targeted at children, aim to instil patriotism in children.

Therefore, to provide these inspirational comic books to deaf in accessible medium, ISLRTC converted the

books into ISL. The project was carried out under the campaign Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav and the ISL e-
comics were launched on the occasion of Sign Language Day on 23rdSeptember, 2022. The ISL videos are
freely available on ISLRTC’s YouTube channel.

6.5 Seminar on Sign Bilingualism

ISLRTC conducted a seminar on “Sign Bilingualism” in collaboration with All India Federation of the Deaf
(AIFD) on 12thNovember, 2022 at MPTCD, AFID, New Delhi. The seminar was organized by the students
of DTISL 2021-23 session. The lecture was conducted by Mr. Sunil Sahasrabudhe, President, AIFD who

talked about the nature of bilingualism and sign bilingualism.

Students of DISLI and DTISL of 2021-23 session enthusiastically participated in the seminar. The video of
the seminar is available on ISLRTC’s YouTube channel at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=miyUa8lIYeE
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DTISL students of ISLRTC organized a seminar in collaboration with AIFD on 12th November 2022

6.6 Orientation Course in Indian Sign Language

a) Workshops

To spread awareness about ISL amongst parents and teachers, ISLRTC organized a workshop on Orientation
Course in Indian Sign Language on 1st and 2nd February, 2023 at India Habitat Centre, New Delhi. The chief

guest was Shri Rajesh Aggarwal, Secretary, Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities. A
booklet of 100 basic signs in ISL, with QR code link to online videos, was inaugurated.

Introductory Course in Indian Sign Language on 1 February, 2023
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Total 33 participants from Amar Jyoti School, Kirori Mal College, etc. were present. This included 8 parents,
2 special educators, 2 caretakers and 21 deaf students aged 6 years to college aged students. At the end of

the programme, a small assessment was held and certificates were distributed to all participants.

ISLRTC conducted another two-day workshop at Akshay Pratisthan School, Delhi on 27th and 28th February
2023. Around 60 teacher trainees of B.Ed Special Education and D.Ed Special Education courses participated

and were taught basic Indian Sign Language vocabulary to enable them to communicate with deaf children.

b) Video material for learning basic ISL

To promote communication in ISL between parents, teachers and deaf children, ISLRTC initiated a project to
develop videos of basic signs specifically targeted at parents. The words selected are those used for day to

day communication between parent or teacher and deaf child. The videos contain the sign, image and explanation
of the sign with examples in Hindi. Videos of 200 basic signs have been developed and are available on
ISLRTC’s YouTube channel.

6.7 Directory of Deaf Schools in India

ISLRTC is working on the development of a directory of deaf schools in India which is a continuous process.

As and when the information is received regarding Deaf schools, the directory is updated accordingly. The
purpose of the directory is to provide a comprehensive and consolidated list of schools that impart education
to deaf children across India. The directory will serve as resource for families of deaf children to search for

and select appropriate schools according to the educational and communicative needs of the child in the
selected region of the country and thus initiate the child’s formal schooling. Till date, ISLRTC has received
information from 37 schools. The information about the schools has been compiled and consolidated. The

directory is available on http://islrtc.nic.in/sites/default/files/Directory%20of%20Deaf%
20Schools%20%2837%29.pdf.

6.8 Directory of ISL Interpreters

ISLRTC has made a directory of ISL interpreters by compiling the lists of various organizations/institutions/
colleges/university. Updating the directory is a continuous process. The directory is useful for deaf and

hearing people who need interpreters. In the directory, interpreters have been classified according to their
language skills, and 17 languages have been included – Hindi, Malayalam, Haryanvi, Rajasthani, Bengali,
Sanskrit, Bhojpuri, Kannada, Odia, Telegu, Konkani, Khortha, Bundelkhandi, Pahadi, Marathi, English and

Indian Sign Language.

6.9 Standardization of Indian Sign Language

National Educational Policy (NEP), 2020 advocates barrier-free access to teaching-learning process for all
children with disabilities, in harmony with the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016. Recognizing the
regional diversity in the ISL, the NEP, 2020 mentioned that ISL will be standardized across the country and

national and state curriculum materials will be developed for use by students with hearing disabilities. Further,
NEP, 2020 states that local sign languages will be respected and taught as well, where possible and relevant.
{NEP-2020, Chapter-4, point 4.22, page -16}. In order to carry out the task of standardization, the Ministry of
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Education has assigned the task to NCERT, and a committee has been constituted which also includes
representatives of ISLRTC.

Various meetings of the standardization committee have been held from February 2021 onwards. In 2022-23,
a meeting was held on 18th May, 2022.Officer, faculty and academic staff participated in the meeting. Further,
a workshop for finalization of word list was held on 23rd and 24th June, 2022. Mr. Sanjay Kumar, Deputy

Director (Admin) & Officer-In-Charge, Dr. Andesha Mangla, Assistant Professor, and Mr. Sachin Singh,
Instructor, participated in the meeting.

7. Trainings, Programmes and Other Activities

7.1 Training of Indian Sign Language Trainers

ISLRTC has conducted a three-day training of Indian Sign Language trainers from 04th August, 2022 to 06th

August, 2022. The objective of the training was to prepare the trainers in such a way that they themselves
can acquire the ability to conduct and impart training in a systematic manner to different training programs

whether it is 1 day, 3 day or 15 day.

Training of Trainers dated 04th August 2022 to 06th August 2022

7.2 5th Indian Sign Language Competition

In 2018, to commemorate the occasions of Sign Language Day and International Week of the Deaf, ISLRTC
initiated the conduct of an Indian Sign Language Competition with the purpose of showcasing the creativity,
knowledge and skills of deaf children in telling stories, jokes and essays in ISL. The Competition has witnessed

enthusiastic participation from deaf children and schools every year.

In view of India celebrating 75 years of independence, the theme of the 5th ISL Competition was “Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav”. The competition was conducted on a national level and there were total 10 competition

areas including joke-telling, storytelling, essay, poem/ lyrical composition and visual vernacular, with the topics
for the essays being based on the theme of India. Entries were invited from 3 categories:
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a) Deaf children studying in classes I-XII across India

b) Deaf students studying in DTISL programme across India

c) Hearing students studying in DISLI programme across India

In total, 312 entries from 19 schools and institutions from various parts of India such as Madhya Pradesh,
Goa, Rajasthan, Odisha, Haryana, etc. were received. After shortlisting and judging of the entries, 3 winners
in each of the 10 categories were selected.  30 winners were felicitated on the occasion of Sign Language

Day on 23rd September, 2023. The list of winners is given below.

Rank Name Class School

A1.   AREA: STORY-TELLING  CATEGORY: CLASSES 1-3

1st Umar Miyan III Happy Hands School for the Deaf, Odisha

2nd Rukiya Fatima I Happy Hands School for the Deaf, Odisha

3rd Ansh Kourav I Indore Deaf Bilingual Academy, Madhya Pradesh

A2.  AREA: STORY-TELLING  CATEGORY: CLASSES 4-5

1st Jhalak Pardeshi IV Indore Deaf Bilingual Academy, Madhya Pradesh

2nd Angel Patidar IV Indore Deaf Bilingual Academy, Madhya Pradesh

3rd Gatha Jain V Indore Deaf Bilingual Academy, Madhya Pradesh

A3  AREA: ESSAY    CATEGORY: CLASSES 6-8

1st Gaurav Kumar VII Welfare Centre for Persons with Speech and

Hearing Impairment, Gurugram

2nd Kiran Malviya VII Indore Deaf Bilingual Academy, Madhya Pradesh

3rd Tejas Bansal VI Bajaj Institute of Learning for the Deaf, Dehradun

A4.  AREA: ESSAY   CATEGORY: CLASSES 9-12

1st Payal IX MPK Welfare Centre for Persons with Speech &

Hearing Impairment, Karnal

2nd Anmol Gupta X Indore Deaf Bilingual Academy, Madhya Pradesh

3rd Khushi Rathee IX Welfare Centre for Persons with Speech and
Hearing Impairment, Hisar

A5.  AREA: JOKE-TELLING   CATEGORY: CLASSES 9-12

1st Manisha XII MPK Welfare Centre for Persons with Speech &

Hearing Impairment, Karnal

2nd Ankit Verma IX Welfare Centre for Persons with Speech and
Hearing Impairment, Hisar

3rd Vishal Rai XII Indore Deaf Bilingual Academy, Madhya Pradesh
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B1.  AREA: POEM/SONG/LYRICAL   CATEGORY: DTISL 2020-22 & 2021-23

1st Jisha Shibu DTISL Haryana Welfare Society for Persons with Speech
2020-22 and Hearing Impairment, Panchkula

2nd Shagun DTISL Haryana Welfare Society for Persons with Speech

2021-23 and Hearing Impairment, Panchkula

3rd Aarzoo DTISL Haryana Welfare Society for Persons with Speech
2021-23 and Hearing Impairment, Panchkula

B2.  AREA: VISUAL VERNACULAR   CATEGORY: DTISL 2020-22 & 2021-23

1st Raghav Venkatraman DTISL Indian Sign Language Research and Training Centre,
2020-22 Delhi

2nd Ashish Kumar  Giri DTISL Haryana Welfare Society for Persons with Speech
 2021-23 and Hearing Impairment, Panchkula

3rd Shagun DTISL Haryana Welfare Society for Persons with Speech

2021-23 and Hearing Impairment, Panchkula

B3.  AREA: ESSAY   CATEGORY: DTISL 2020-22 & 2021-23

1st Shah Lucky Kumar DTISL Indian Sign Language Research and Training
Dippak Kumar 2020-22 Centre, Delhi

2nd Shivam Goel DTISL Indian Sign Language Research and Training Centre,
2020-22 Delhi

3rd Puneet Kumar DTISL Indore Deaf Bilingual Academy, Madhya Pradesh

2020-22

C1.  AREA: STORYTELLING  CATEGORY: DISLI 2020-22 & 2021-23

1st Saurav Roy DISLI Indian Sign Language Research and Training Centre,

Chowdhury 2020-22 Delhi

2nd Tejal Patwari DISLI Ali Yavar Jung National Institute for Hearing and
2020-22 Speech Disabilities, Mumbai

3rd Nongthombam DISLI Indian Sign Language Research and Training Centre,

Hingish Devi 2021-23 Delhi

C2. AREA: ESSAY   CATEGORY: DISLI 2020-22 & 2021-23

1st Tejal Patwari DISLI Ali Yavar Jung National Institute for Hearing and

2020-22 Speech Disabilities, Mumbai

2nd Rajpal Singh Rawat DISLI Indian Sign Language Research and Training Centre,
2020-22 Delhi

3rd Harshita DISLI Indian Sign Language Research and Training Centre,
2020-22 Delhi

Rank Name Class School



ANNUAL REPORT 2022-23

2020202020

7.3 Celebration of International Week of Deaf People (IWDP)

Every year, ISLRTC celebrates International Week of Deaf People (IWDP) to spread awareness about ISL.
IWDP was initiated by the World Federation of the Deaf and is celebrated annually in the 3rd or the last week

of September.

In 2022, the Centre celebrated IWDP from 19th to 25th September, on the theme “Building inclusive communities
for all” by spreading awareness in online mode. Students of DTISL and DISLI developed videos in ISL with
audio explaining the daily themes of the week. In addition, live sessions were conducted on the daily themes

and broadcast live. Both the videos and the live sessions were uploaded to ISLRTC’s YouTube channels.

In addition, an ISL awareness session was conducted at Jawaharlal Nehru University on 24th September,
2022 for faculty and staff.

7.4 Celebration of Sign Language Day

Ever since the United Nations declared 23rd September as the International Day of Sign Languages, the

ISLRTC celebrates it every year on 23rdSeptember.  This year Sign Language Day with the theme ‘Sign
Languages Unite Us’ was celebrated under Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav on 23rdSeptember, 2022 at C.D.
Deshmukh Auditorium, India International Centre (IIC), New Delhi.

In 2022, the National Implementation Committee (NIC) chaired by Hon’ble Home Minister, inter-alia, approved

the event – “Sign Language Day” on 23rd September, 2022 to be conducted and celebrated by Ministry of
Social Justice and Empowerment” (Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities), under “Azadi
Ka Amrit Mahotsav” celebration.

Around 3,200 organizations/ institutions, all NIs, CRCs, RCs, etc. under DEPwD were roped in for the
celebration. The objective of the Sign Language Day celebration was to sensitize the general public about the
importance of Indian Sign Language in the lives of persons with hearing disabilities.

Hon’ble Minister of State, Social Justice & Empowerment, Km. Pratima Bhoumik was the Chief Guest. Sh.

Rajesh Aggrawal, Secretary, DEPwD, and Sh. Rajesh Yadav, Joint Secretary, DEPwD& Director, ISLRTC,
and Sh. A.S. Narayanan, President, National Association of Deaf also graced the occasion. Hon’ble President
of India also shared her video message appreciating the celebration of Sign language day throughout the

world.

The programme also included cultural performances like songs and mime in ISL by the DISLI and DTISL
students. The highlights of Sign Language Day celebrated on 23rd September 2022 and the launch done by

Hon’ble Minister of State SJ&E Km. Pratima Bhoumik are as follows:

Mobile App named “Sigh Learn” developed by the Centre and available in both Android and iOS
versions, for using ISL Dictionary was launched.

ISLRTC had signed an MoU with National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT)

on 06th October, 2020 for converting NCERT textbooks from Class I to XII into Indian Sign Language
(digital format) to make the textbooks accessible to children with hearing disabilities. This year ISL e-
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content of NCERT textbooks of class VI developed by the Centre in collaboration with CIET-NCERT
was launched.

Under Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav, the ISL version of five comics of National Book Trust’s of Veergatha
series on freedom fighters, developed by the Centre was launched.

Celebration of Sign Language Day-2022

7.5 International Yoga Day

ISLRTC celebrated 8th International Yoga Day 2022 on 21stJune, 2022. The 8th edition of International Day of

Yoga was celebrated with the theme “Yoga for Humanity”. A session on “Importance of Yoga in our lives in
these pandemic times” was held on this occasion. The students and staff of the Centre practiced various
Yogasanas and Pranayams under the guidance of a trained Yogacharya.

Faculty, staff and students of ISLRTC taking part in International Yoga Day-2022

7.6 Hindi Diwas

ISLRTC celebrated Hindi Diwas on 14th September 2022. The Centre is continuously working for creating

awareness of Hindi language and promoting its use in day to day official work. On this occasion, the Hindi
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Committee of the Centre organized a one-day Hindi workshop aiming at making the faculty and staff of
ISLRTC aware of the official language policies and rules of the Union Government.

Faculty, staff and students of ISLRTC taking part in Hindi Diwas

7.7 Vigilance Awareness Week

ISLRTC observed Vigilance Awareness Week from 31st October, 2022 to 6th November, 2022 with the theme
“Corruption free India for a developed Nation”. On this occasion, an Oath taking ceremony was organized by
the Centre on 31st October, 2022.

Faculty, staff and students observing Vigilance Awareness Week
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7.8 Rashtriya Ekta Diwas

ISLRTC observed Rashtriya Ekta Diwas on 31st October, 2022. To mark the birth anniversary of Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel, who had a major role in the political integration of India, the National Unity Day Pledge

was also taken by staff and students of the Centre to observe the Rashtriya Ekta Diwas.

Faculty, staff and students celebrating Rashtriya Ekta Diwas

7.9 Accessible video in ISL on Ayurveda

ISLRTC developed an accessible video on the importance and awareness of Ayurveda for the Deaf person

in Indian Sign Language which were uploaded on our Centre’s YouTube channel and Facebook page.

Accessible video in ISL on Ayurveda
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7.10 Constitution Day

ISLRTC observed the Constitution Day on 26th November, 2022. All the staff and students of the Centre took
part in reading the preamble of the Constitution.  To create awareness, the basic principles and values of the

constitution were also discussed with all the students by the course/batch coordinators.

Staff and students of ISLRTC taking part in reading the preamble of the constitution

7.11 Participation in Divya Kala Mela

ISLRTC actively participated in various Divya Kala Mela from 2ndto 7th December, 2022 at India Gate in
New Delhi, from 15th to 25thFebruary 2023 in BKC Ground, Mumbai and from 12thto 21stMarch, 2023 in
Bhopal. The Centre put a stall in various Divya Kala Melas where awareness materials and the teaching and

Visit of Hon’ble Ministers SJE at ISLRTC’s stall during Divya Kala Mela, New Delhi
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other resource materials developed by the Centre were displayed for the public awareness. Hon’ble Minister
of Social Justice & Empowerment, Dr.Virendra Kumar and Hon’ble Minister of State for Social Justice &

Empowerment Ms. Pratima Bhowmik, and Joint Secretary, DEPwD Shri Rajesh Kumar Yadav, visited the
Centre’s Stall in New Delhi.

ISLRTC’s staff distributing awareness materials in ISL during Divya Kala Mela in Bhopal and Mumbai

7.12 Hindi workshop

ISLRTC organized a Hindi workshop on 27th December, 2022. Mr. Rajesh Kumar Meena and Mrs. M.

Padma, Hindi Section, DEPwD conducted the sessions.

Faculty, staff and students of ISLRTC taking part in Hindi workshop
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7.13 All India Art Festival for Children with Disabilities at
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala

ISLRTC participated in the All India Art Festival for Children with Disabilities at Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala.

India Art Festival for Children with Disabilities at Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala

7.14 Workshop at Akshay Pratisthan School, Delhi

ISLRTC conducted a two-day workshop on basic ISL at Akshay Pratisthan School, Delhi on 27th to 28th

February, 2023. Around 60 teacher trainees of B.Ed Special Education and D.Ed Special Education courses

took part in the workshop aimed at enabling them to communicate with deaf children.

ISLRTC’s staff conducting a session at Akshay Pratisthan School, Delhi
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7.15 International Wheelchair Day

ISLRTC celebrated International Wheelchair Day on 1st March, 2023 and conducted an online interactive
session for the employees and DISLI and DTISL students of the Centre. The speaker for this session was
Ms. Madhavi Latha Prathigudupu, herself a wheel chair user and Founder of Yes We Too Can!!! Movement.

The video of the session is available on the Centre’s YouTube channel.

7.16 Visit to Amrit Udhyan at Rashtrapati Bhawan

A special visit to Amrit Udhyan at Rashtrapati Bhawan for 110 Deaf students of DTISL was organized by
the Centre on 29th March, 2023.

Visit of Staff & Students at Amrit Udhyan”, Rashtrapati Bhawan, New Delhi.
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7.17 Basic Training of Indian Sign Language to DMRC

ISLRTC has started training basic Indian Sign language to DMRC frontline staff under an MoU between
ISLRTC and DMRC. The general aim of this training programme is to develop basic Indian Sign Language
skills among the frontline staff members of DMRC which in turn will facilitate easy communication between

persons with hearing impairment and staff members of DMRC. This will result in barrier free environment so
far as accessibility of information and communication is concerned. So far, basic Indian Sign Language
training has been given to 1038 frontline staff members of DMRC.  During 2022-23, total 60 frontline staff

members of DMRC were given the basic Indian Sign Language skills training.

ISLRTC Staff with DMRC trainees of basic ISL

7.18 Celebration of International Women’s Day

ISLRTC celebrated International Women’s Day on 8th March, 2022. All the faculty, staff and students
of the Centre took part in it.

Staff and students during celebration of International Women’s Day
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8. RTI Cell

ISLRTC has a dedicated Right to Information Cell to provide information as per the RTI Act 2005. During the
financial year from 1stApril 2022 to 31st March 2023, ISLRTC has received 50 RTI applications and 2 appeals

through online and offline modes and disposed them of accordingly. 

9. Website

The Centre has its own website at the URL: http://islrtc.nic.in. The website contains all the important information

related to ISLRTC and its objectives. The website offers a wide range of information pertaining to ISL and its
research works. The website accommodates all the required tabs having related content of information in
Indian Sign Language (ISL) through a dedicated tab on the website. The website also offers hyperlinks to the

official social media accounts/pages of the centre like Facebook, Twitter and YouTube. 

10. Library and Information Centre

10.1 ISLRTC Library

The ISLRTC Library is a resource centre having enriched collection of text/reference books in the field of

sign language, deaf studies, linguistics, special education, interpreting, general education and its allied subjects
to cater the need of the staff and students. It is continuously growing to support the teaching and research
programme of the institute. The ISLRTC Library is providing- E-Books on National Movement and Freedom

Fighters (Celebrating Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav) and access to Open Access Journals/Partially Open Access
and Open Access Articles.

10.2 Library Services

Circulation Services:

The Library provides the lending of library material to students and staff members.

Reference Service:

The Library helps its users in getting the desired information to utilize the resources of library.

Current Awareness Service:

Recent additions to the Library are placed on display for one week for all the users for reference.

Photocopy Service:

Library provides photocopy services free of cost to its users.

Question Paper Services:

Library also provides old question paper both practical & theory papers in digital & print format to the
students.
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The total collection of Library stands as follows on 31stMarch, 2023:

S.No Name of Resources Number

1. Books 514

2. CDs 4

3. DVDs 6

4. Newspaper 5

5. Newspaper Clipping 204

Students of DISLI and DTISL using the ISLRTC library

10.3 Initiatives to provide online services to users

• Directory of Open Access Journals 

• DISLI & DTISL Previous Year Question Paper 

• Poster of the manual alphabet in ISL

• National Digital Library of India 

• National Library of Medicine (PubMed) : (PubMed is a free resource supporting the search and retrieval
of biomedical and life sciences literature with the aim of improving health–both globally and personally.)

• E-Books on National Freedom Movement and Freedom Fighters (Celebrating Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav)

• E-Books on National Freedom Movement and Freedom Fighters (Celebrating Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav)
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Sl. Open Access Journal/ Open Access Articles
No. Partially Open Access

1. Journal of Deaf Studies and Deaf Education  International Sign and American Sign
(Impact factor 1.763 Few articles only are Language as Different Types of Global Deaf
available as Open Access) Lingua Francas (Sign Language studies ,

Gallaudet University Press)

2.  Deafness & Education International Filmmaking in a Linguistic Ethnography of
(Taylor &Francis Online) Deaf Tourist Encounters (Sign Language
 Few articles only are available as  Studies)
Open Access

3. Journal of Communication Disorders, Development of a Wearable Device for Sign
Deaf Studies & Hearing Aids Language Recognition (Journal of Physics:

Conference Series) 2017

11. Administrative Initiatives

11.1 Implementation of e-Office

The Centre has implemented e-Office from October 2020. Out of 21 regular employees, 20 employees are
successfully operating e-Office through VPN access.

11.2 Implementation of SBI e-Collect for Fees

The Centre has implemented State  Bank Collect (SBI) generic e-payment module provided by State Bank of
India, for the purpose of collecting payments/fees such as semester fees, examination fees, etc. from the

customers/ students through online/offline mode.

13. Annual Accounts for the Year 2022-23 & Audit Report

Heads GIA Received (Rs. In lakh)

General Head 290.00

Salaries 240.00

Creation of capital assets 08.00

Total Amount 538.00
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APPENDIX I - GENERAL COUNCIL MEMBERS

S. No. Member

1. Secretary, Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities - President (Ex-officio)

2. Joint Secretary, Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities -Member (Ex-officio)

3. Joint Secretary & FA, Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment - Member (Ex-officio)

4. Joint Secretary, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare - Member (Ex-officio)

5. Joint Secretary, Dept. of School Education and Literacy, Ministry of Human Resource
Development - Member (Ex-officio)

6. Joint Secretary, Dept. of Higher Education, Ministry of Human Resource Development -
Member (Ex-officio)

7. Joint Secretary, Ministry of Labour and Employment - Member (Ex-officio)

8. Director, All India Institute of Speech and Hearing (AIISH), Mysore - Member (Ex-officio)

9. Director, Ali Yavar Jung National Institute for Speech and Hearing Disabilities (AYJNISHD),
Mumbai-Member (Ex-officio)

10. Shri Zorin Singha, President, National Association of Deaf, Delhi

11. Shri Sandeep T. K. M, President, Deaf Enabled Foundation, Hyderabad

12. Shri Samuel N. Mathew, Executive Director, National Institute of Speech and Hearing,
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala

13. Dr.Usha Punjabi, Superintendent, Mook Badhir Sangathan, Indore

14. Shri K. Murali, Director, Deaf Leaders Foundation, Coimbatore

15. Shri Umesh Grover, President, Deaf Welfare Association, Dehradun

16. Director, ISLRTC- Member Secretary
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APPENDIX II -EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEMBERS

S. No. Name/Designation/Department

1. Joint Secretary, DEPwD - Chairperson (Ex-officio)

2. Joint Secretary & FA,  MSJE - Member (Ex-officio)

3. Director, All India Institute of Speech & Hearing (AIISH), Manasagangothri, Mysuru, Karnataka

-570006 -  Member (Ex-officio)

4. Director, Ali Yavar Jung National Institute of Speech and Hearing Disabilities (Divyangjan),

K.C. Marg,Bandra (West) Reclamation, Mumbai - 400050 -  Member (Ex-officio)

5. Director, ISLRTC - Member Secretary

6. Shri A.S. Narayanan, General Secretary, National Association of the Deaf, No. 102, 1st Floor,

Plot - 19-A, Vishal Complex, Patparganj Village,MayurVihar, Phase-I, Delhi-91 - Member

7. Shri Kamla Kant Pandey, Lecturer, U.P. Institute for Hearing Handicapped, 74/6/1, Gangapuram,

ChottaBhagada, Allahabad, U.P. - 211002 - Member

8. Dr.Vinay Singh, Professor, Department of Education of Groups with Special Needs, National

Council of Educational Research and Training, New Delhi - Member

9. Shri Arun C. Rao, President, Association of Sign Language Interpreters, 4/54, Malaviya Nagar,

New Delhi - 110017 - Member

10. Ms. Atiya Hajee, General Secretary, Indian Sign Language Interpreters Association, 14/4, Konark

Nagar-1, Opp. Reliance Fresh, Viman Nagar, Pune, Maharashtra -411 014 - Member

11. Mrs. Nisha Grover, Director, Akshar Trust, 11th Floor, Kirti Tower, Next to Kirti Mandir, Tilak

Road, Vadodara, Gujarat - 390001 - Member

12. Ms. Uma Kapoor, Secretary General, All India Foundation of Deaf Women, 1st Floor, DDA

Community Hall, Gali Chandiwali, Paharganj, New Delhi-110055 - Member

13. Shri Padmakar Tulshiram Ingle, Vivekanand Pratisthan,  66  Suyog Colony, Jalgaon,

Maharashtra - 425001 -Member

14. Smt. Karri Uma Devi, 202, Rahul Kunj, Plot - 7,  Srinivasa Nagar, Ring Road, Vizianagaram,

A.P. - 535002 - Member
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APPENDIX IV -STAFF STRENGTH

A. Staff Strength

Post Sanctioned Strength Existing Strength

Group A 15 6

Group B 12 10

Group C 6 5

Total 33 21

S. No. Name of the Post No. of Posts No. of Employees No. of Posts
Sanctioned  in Position Vacant

1. Director 1 - 1

2. Deputy Director 1 1 -

3. Associate Professors 4 - 4

4. Assistant Professors 8 5 3

5. Librarian 1 0 1

6. Section officer 1 1 -

7. Senior PA 1 - 1

8. Master Trainer 4 3 1

9. Interpreter 5 5 -

10. Multi Skilled Assistant 1 1 -

11. Library Assistant 1 1 -

12. Research Assistant 1 1 -

13. Instructor 2 2 -

14. Accountant 1 - 1

15. Cashier 1 1 -

Total 33 21 12
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B. Statement Showing SC/ST/OBC/GEN/PwDs Employees

Group SC ST OBC GEN PwD

A 01 - 02 05 -

B - - 01 06 02

C - - 00 01 03

Total 01 - 03 12 05



Notes


