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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Indian Sign Language Research and Training Centre (ISLRTC) is an Autonomous organization 

established under Societies Registration Act XXI of 1860, (Registration Number S/1440/2016) under 

the aegis of Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (Divyangjan) Ministry of 

Social Justice and Empowerment, Government of India, New Delhi. It was established on 28th 

September, 2015.

The summary of the major activities of ISLRTC during the year 2019-20 are given below:

• During COVID-19 pandemic and the ensuing lockdown, in March 2020, ISLRTC initiated the 

work of converting the news and information on COVID-19 into Indian Sign Language and 

disseminating the ISL videos through ISLRTC’s official website and social media channels 

(YouTube, Facebook and Twitter) to make the information accessible to persons with hearing 

disabilities and thus, create awareness about COVID-19. 

• ISLRTC conducted the 2nd Short Term Training Programme on Basic Skills in Indian Sign 

Language from 24th April to 10th May, 2019 and 3rd Short Term Training Programme from 10th-

26th June, 2019 at ISLRTC, New Delhi. Programme was open to Government officials of 

Ministries/Departments of Government of India (Central/State), PSUs and non-government 

personnel (Non-Government Organizations, teachers, special educators and individuals). 

• ISLRTC organised Certificate Distribution Ceremony of 3rd Short Term Training Programme on 

Basic Skills in Indian Sign Language held on 26th June, 2019 at DEPwD, CGO Complex, New 

Delhi. Dr. Prabodh Seth, Joint Secretary, DEPwD, MSJE & Director, ISLRTC distributed the 

certificates to participants 

• As per the guidelines of the MoU signed between DEPwD and National AIDS Control 

Organization (NACO), ISLRTC conducted a sensitization session for its DISLI 2018-19 students on 

15th July, 2019. 

• ISLRTC conducted the 2nd Indian Sign Language Competition for deaf students studying in 

classes 1-12 in Delhi-NCR. The Competition gave an opportunity to students with hearing 

disabilities to demonstrate their skills, creativity and knowledge in ISL.

• Sign Language Day was celebrated by ISLRTC on 23rd September, 2019 at NDMC Convention 

Centre, New Delhi. Around 300 participants attended the event. 

• International Week of the Deaf was celebrated by ISLRTC by conducting awareness and 

orientation program about ISL in Deaf schools and other offices. ISLRTC conducted awareness 

program from 24th to 27th September, 2019 in various Government Departments, schools, 

colleges, NGO’s and Government bodies and more than 800 participants participated in the same. 
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• ISLRTC conducted Short Term Training Programme for 1st batch on Basic Skills in Indian Sign 

Language (15 days) for officials of ONGC at ISLRTC, New Delhi from 13th - 29th November, 2019, 

2nd batch from 02nd - 18th December, 2019 and 3rd Batch from 03rd - 19th February, 2020.

• DEPwD conferred Commendation Certificate to Oil & Natural Gas Corporation Limited (ONGC) 

for promoting Indian Sign Language among its employees. Dr. Prabodh Seth, Joint Secretary, 

DEPwD awarded the certificate to Mr. Amarendra Sahu, Executive Director, CEA to Director (HR) 

& Ms. Meghna Pegu, General Manager (HR), ONGC. ONGC trainees who successfully completed 

15 Day Short Term Training Programme on Basic Skills in Indian Sign Language at ISLRTC also 

received certificates on 19th February, 2020.

• DTISL students participated in sports meet SPANDAN, 2020 organized by Shri Adwait Pariwar, 

Ghaziabad on 27th February, 2020 at Mahamaya Stadium. DTISL Students participated in 

different sports events in different categories. Basket Ball team of the Centre won 1st Prize in 

SPANDAN, 2020.

• Delegation from Nepal visited ISLRTC on 27th February, 2020. The main purpose of their visit was 

to understand the functioning of ISLRTC, taking away learning and experiences from the field 

which in turn will help them establish similar kind of Institute in Nepal for the rehabilitation of 

persons with hearing impairment and Deaf blindness. 

• ISLRTC conducted the 3rd National Workshop on ISL Dictionary from 3rd to 6th March, 2020 to 

validate the signs recorded and to record regional variations in ISL. 32 deaf experts, 2 legal experts 

and 2 agricultural experts participated in the Workshop. 

• ISLRTC organized the Diploma Certificate Distribution Ceremony of students who successfully 

cleared the Diploma in Indian Sign Language Interpreting (DISLI) course in academic sessions 

2017-18 and 2018-19. The certificates were distributed by Smt.  Shakuntala Doley Gamlin,  

Secretary, DEPwD, MSJE. Dr. Prabodh Seth, Joint Secretary, DEPwD & Director, ISLRTC also 

graced the occasion. The ceremony was organized on 9th March, 2020, at DEPwD, CGO Complex, 

New Delhi.

• A short-duration awareness programme on Indian Sign Language was conducted by ISLRTC on 

26th February, 2020 at Lady Shri Ram College for Women, Delhi University.

• ISLRTC started a two-year diploma course namely Diploma in Teaching Indian Sign Language 

(DTISL) from the academic session 2019-21 onwards with an intake capacity of 20 candidates.

• ISLRTC provided interpreting services to various organizations / institutions / associations / 

departments in Delhi NCR region.

• The URL of ISLRTC is http://islrtc.nic.in. The website contains all the important information 

related to ISLRTC.
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2. INTRODUCTION

As per the 2011 Census, there are 50,71,007 persons with hearing disability and 19,98,535 persons 

with speech disability in India out of the 26,810,557 persons with disability (Census 2011). The needs of 

the deaf community for Indian Sign Language and related matters have long been ignored and the 

problems have been documented by various organizations working for the deaf. Sign Languages are 

visual-gestural manual languages that use movements of the hands, facial expressions, and head/body 

positions to convey linguistic messages. 

Indian Sign Language is used in the deaf community all over India. The deaf community in India 

is basically an urban community, where deaf people come together in educational institutions, deaf clubs 

and associations, and social gatherings. In rural areas, deaf people are usually isolated from each other 

and have no or little access to any sign language. It was imperative that an independent institute on 

Indian Sign Language be set up so that there is exclusive focus on promoting Indian Sign Language and 

conducting training and research on ISL.

The Government approved the establishment of Indian Sign Language Research and Training 

Centre (ISLRTC) as a Society under the Societies Registration Act XXI of 1860, under the aegis of 

Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities, Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment, 

Government of India, New Delhi.

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD) is an 

international treaty that identifies the rights of persons with disabilities as well as the obligations on 

States parties to the Convention to promote, protect and ensure those rights. The United Nations General 

Assembly adopted the Convention on 13th December 2006 and India ratified the said Convention on the 

1st October, 2007. The Convention is the first human rights convention of the 21st century and the first 

legally binding instrument with comprehensive protection of the rights of persons with disabilities. In 

order to give effect to the UNCRPD, the Right of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016 (RPwD Act, 2016) was 

enacted.

In line with the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD) 

to which India is a signatory, it is obligatory on the part of the Government to provide equal opportunities 

to persons with disabilities to fully participate in every sphere of life. Article-9(2)(e) on ‘Accessibility’ 

provides that States who are parties to the Convention shall take appropriate measures to inter-alia, 

“Provide forms of live assistance and intermediaries, including guides, readers and professional sign 

language interpreters, to facilitate accessibility to …..”. Article-21(b) on Freedom of expression and 

opinion and access to information provides for “accepting and facilitating the use of sign languages ….” 

and (e) “Recognizing and promoting the use of sign languages.” 
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The Rights of Persons With Disabilities Act, 2016 -The President of India gave assent to The Rights 

of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016 on 27th December, 2016 RPWD Act, 2016 recognises following 21 

categories of the disabilities as compared to 7 in PWD Act, 1995:-

a. Blindness 

b. Low-vision 

c. Hearing Impairment (Deaf and Hard of Hearing) 

d. Loco motor Disability 

e. Intellectual Disability 

f. Leprosy Cured persons 

g. Mental Illness 

h. Dwarfism

i. Autism Spectrum Disorder 

j. Cerebral Palsy 

k. Muscular Dystrophy 

l. Chronic Neurological conditions 

m. Specific Learning Disabilities

n. Multiple Sclerosis 

o. Speech and Language disability 

p. Thalassemia 

q. Haemophilia 

r. Sickle Cell disease 

s. Multiple Disabilities including deaf blindness 

t. Acid Attack victim 

u. Parkinson's disease

The main aims of the Institute as per the Memorandum of Association are the following:

• To develop manpower for using, teaching and conducting research in Indian Sign Language (ISL) 

including Bilingualism (i.e. Sign Language + Writing)

2.1 Aims and Objectives 
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• To promote the use of Indian Sign Language as an Educational mode for Hearing Impaired 

students at Primary, Secondary and Higher Education levels. The Centre shall work out 

modalities with the Ministry of Human Resource Development and State Education 

Departments.

• To carry out research through collaboration with Universities and other educational institutions in 

India and abroad and create Linguistic records/analysis of the ISL, including creation of Indian 

Sign Language corpus (vocabulary).

• To orient and train various groups, i.e. Govt. officials, Teachers, Professionals, Community leaders 

and the public at large for understanding and using Indian Sign Language.

• To collaborate with Organizations of the Deaf and other Institutions in the field of disability to 

promote and propagate Indian Sign Language.

• To realize the aims and objectives of the institute, activities are initiated in the following domains:

• Academic Activities

• Interpreter Services 

• Material Development & Dissemination

3.1 Diploma in Indian Sign Language Interpretation (DISLI)

The Institute is conducting RCI approved course namely Diploma in Indian Sign Language 

Interpretation, (DISLI). Interpreters are an urgent requirement to remove communication barriers for 

persons with hearing impairment in all public and educational spheres. 

3.1.1 Aim

The Diploma in Indian Sign Language Interpretation aims to develop personnel in the field of 

rehabilitation for persons with hearing impairment. The Diploma enables the trainees to acquire 

knowledge, skill and competencies in interpreting Indian Sign Language in other verbal languages and 

vice versa.

3.1.2 Objective

The main objective of the course is to train personnel to take up interpretation of Indian Sign Language in 

other verbal languages and vice versa in classroom and real life.

3.1.3 Duration of Course

3. Academic Activities 



Indian Sign Language Research and Training Center

6

Name of the Course Intake Capacity No of Students Admitted
(Session 2019-21)

Diploma in Indian Sign Language
Interpretation (DISLI)  three parallel batches) 17

45 (15 per batch for

3.1.5 Convocation Ceremony for DISLI 2017-18 & 2018-19 Batch

ISLRTC organized the Diploma Certificate Distribution Ceremony of students who successfully 

cleared the Diploma in Indian Sign Language Interpreting (DISLI) course in academic sessions 

2017-18 and 2018-2019.The certificates were distributed by Smt. Shakuntala Doley Gamlin, 

Secretary, DEPwD, MSJE. Dr. Prabodh Seth, Joint Secretary, DEPwD & Director, ISLRTC also 

graced the occasion.

The duration of the course till the academic year 2018-19 was one year. From the academic year 2019-21, its 

duration is two years. 

3.1.4 Intake

Intake capacity and the number of students admitted are:

Students of DISLI Academic Session 2018-19 receiving their Diploma Certificates from the Secretary,
DEPwD and Joint Secretary, DEPwD & Director, ISLRTC on 9th March 2020
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3.1.6 Educational Tour

As per the part of DISLI course curriculum, Educational visit to various Deaf 

institutes/NGOs/Schools/Organization plays an important role in developing the signing skills of 

our trainees, creating awareness about Deaf and Deaf culture and also to develop knowledge 

about variations in signs. These activities give them exposure in the field & enable the students to 

interact with the different age group of Deaf students and learn more.

The students of DISLI batch (2018-19) were taken to Hyderabad from 29th June to 5th July, 2019. In 

Hyderabad, the students visited AYJNISHD, SRC, Sweekar Special School for Deaf, Ashray Akruti, 

Deaf Enabled Foundation, Helen Keller Institute, Boys Town Vocational Institute and Talking 

Hands.

DISLI educational tour at Hyderabad
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3.1.7 DISLI Fieldwork 

Fieldwork is an important part of the DISLI curriculum since students get an opportunity to use 

ISL in real life and interact with deaf individuals in a variety of situations. For this, ISLRTC 

conducts fieldwork for DISLI students for making them aware of the actual situation and to face 

real challenges. All students took field work visit (February, 2020- March, 2020) to different 

institutes located in Delhi.

Field Work Visit to National Association of the Deaf (NAD)

Students of  DISLI at Noida Deaf Society (NDS)
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3.2 Diploma in Teaching Indian Sign Language (DTISL)

ISLRTC developed the syllabus of a new two-year programme namely Diploma in Teaching 

Indian Sign Language (DTISL). RCI approved this new programme and accorded approval of one 

batch to ISLRTC on 20th March 2019 to offer the DTISL programme from the academic year 2019-

21. The course is meant for deaf individuals to teach Sign Language to interpreters and others.

3.2.1 Objective and Intake

The Diploma in Teaching Indian Sign Language program aims to develop personnel in the field of 

Indian Sign Language development and teaching of ISL communication and ISL interpretation. 

The Centre admitted 20 students in DTISL for the academic year 2019-21. 

3.2.2 Participation of DTISL Students in Sports Meet SPANDAN, 2020

DTISL students participated in sports meet SPANDAN, 2020 on 27th February, 2020, organized by 

Shri Adwait Pariwar, at Mahamaya Stadium, Ghaziabad. The students participated in different 

sports events in different categories. Basket Ball team of the Centre won 1st Prize in 

SPANDAN, 2020.

Sports Meet SPANDAN, 2020
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4. Services and Awareness Programs

ISLRTC’s objectives include promoting awareness about India Sign Language as an educational 

mode, and orienting and training various groups and the public for understanding and using ISL. 

In order to meet this objective, ISLRTC celebrates the International Week of the Deaf (IWD) every 

year by conducting awareness sessions with various sections of the public to orient them about 

ISL. ISLRTC celebrated the International Week of the Deaf 2019 from 24th to 27th September, 2019 

by conducting awareness sessions on ISL at schools and colleges across Delhi. 

ISLRTC conducted ten awareness sessions at seven venues across Delhi with around 800 

participants in total. The participants in the awareness sessions included special educators 

teaching at the special schools under the Department of Social Welfare, Government of NCT of 

Delhi, the students of class XI at three branches of the Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan, students of 

B.Ed and B.Ed Special Education at Lady Irwin College, Delhi University, the medical faculty of 

Maulana Azad Medical College and undergraduate students at Hansraj College, Delhi University. 

In the awareness sessions, the participants were sensitized about the importance of ISL for 

communication and education of deaf children. Some basic ISL signs were also taught in the 

sessions. 

Posters on ISL alphabets and pamphlets about ISL in English and Hindi were distributed at all the 

venues. The students of DISLI 2019-21 batches contributed significantly as volunteers during IWD 

activities.

Awareness Session about Indian Sign Language at Hansraj College, Delhi University on 27th September, 2019 
(Celebration of International Week of the Deaf)
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Sh. Sanjay Kumar, Deputy Director (Admin) and Officer In-charge addressed the participants of Awareness session 
about Indian Sign Language at Maulana Azad Medical College, New Delhi on 27th September, 2019 

(Celebration of International Week of the Deaf)

Awareness Session about Indian Sign Language at Kendriya Vidyalaya School, Sector 4, R. K. Puram,
during Celebration of International Week of the Deaf
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4.1 Interpreting Services

 ISLRTC provides interpreting services to various organisations through its interpreters namely 

Ms. Nidhi Mishra, Ms. Annu Gautam, Ms. Bhawna Rawal and Ms. G. Poongothai. All the EC and 

GC meetings have been interpreted by the staff of ISLRTC.

Ms. Bhawana Rawal, Interpreter, ISLRTC on 10th National Voters Day on 25th January 2020

5. Resource Development

        Resource development is the primary activity of the Institute. In this activity, the Centre develops 

material for the purposes of creating community awareness and facilitating information 

dissemination, education, training and parent guidance. 

5.1 Indian Sign Language Dictionary 

The Centre has developed a Dictionary of Indian Sign Language. This dictionary will assist deaf 

children in several spheres and it will also increase awareness about sign language in the society. 

This dictionary will serve as medium which will create a communicative barrier-free environment 
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for the deaf children. Following the launch of the 2nd edition of the ISL Dictionary with 6000 terms 

on 27th February, 2019, ISLRTC set a new target of adding 4000 terms to the ISL Dictionary to reach 

a total of 10,000 terms. In addition to the existing five categories of everyday, academic, legal, 

medical and technical terms, it was decided to add a new category of agricultural terms. By the 

end of March, 2020, around 3400 videos had been recorded. The work is in process to launch the 

additional 4000 terms in the 2020-21 sessions. 

5.2 3rd National Workshop on ISL Dictionary 

ISLRTC conducted the 3rd National Workshop on ISL Dictionary from 3rd to 6th March, 2020 to 

validate the signs recorded and to record regional variations in ISL. Total number of participants 

are 36 which included 32 deaf experts, 2 legal experts and 2 agricultural experts. The deaf experts 

were from all across India and included representatives from national level deaf associations and 

individuals with academic, legal, technical and agricultural knowledge. The participants 

reviewed the videos of everyday terms, academic terms, legal terms, technical terms and 

agricultural terms developed by ISLRTC and gave feedback and suggestions to help improve the 

quality of the dictionary. The students of DISLI and DTISL 2019-21 batches provided volunteer 

support for the workshop.

3rd National Workshop on ISL Dictionary from 3rd to 6th March, 2020

5.3 NCERT UDL-Based Learning Material Project

ISLRTC provided ISL support to NCERT in developing Universal Design for Learning (UDL)-

based learning material for children with special needs. The material is being developed by the 



Indian Sign Language Research and Training Center

14

Department of Education for Groups with Special Needs, NCERT in collaboration with the 

National Institute of Special Education (NISE), Republic of Korea. The UDL-based learning 

material will be made available in print and digital forms and the stories and poems will be made 

available in ISL. Dr. Andesha Mangla, Assistant Professor, Ms. Khushboo Soni, Master Trainer 

(Hearing) and Sh. Islam Ul Haque, Master Trainer (Deaf) were deputed as resource persons from 

ISLRTC. 

5.4 COVID-19 Related Activities and Material Translated in Indian Sign Language

During COVID-19 pandemic and the ensuing lockdown, in March, 2020, ISLRTC initiated the 

work of converting the news and information on COVID-19 into Indian Sign Language and 

disseminating the ISL videos through ISLRTC’s official website and social media channels 

(YouTube, Facebook and Twitter) to make the information accessible to persons with hearing 

disabilities and thus, create awareness about COVID-19. 

In addition, ISLRTC provided live ISL interpreting of the Prime Minister’s address to the nation on 

24th March, 2020, to make the address accessible for deaf individuals. The live interpretation was 

aired on both ISLRTC’s website and official social media pages. 

5.5 Directory of Deaf Schools

One of the activities of ISLRTC is to disseminate information and facilitate educational services. To 

achieve this objective, ISLRTC is in the process of preparing a directory of schools which provide 

education to deaf children. The database can be referred to by anyone in need of information 

about deaf schools in India. It will also enable parents of deaf children to initiate their formal 

schooling. In the first stage, information about 37 schools was compiled and uploaded on 

ISLRTC’s website on 3rd March, 2020. The directory includes comprehensive information about 

the schools such as level of education, medium of instruction, affiliation with board/university, 

hostel facilities, etc. Collection of information about more schools is in process and the directory 

will be updated regularly. 

6. Training, Workshops and Other Programmes 

The Institute conducted various training programmes, workshops, and other related 

programmes in the field of education of persons with hearing impairment and Indian Sign 

Language for various stakeholders and service providers such as Children with Hearing 

Impairment, Teachers and Parents of Hearing Impairment, Government organisations and 

NGOs.  

During the year 2019-20, the following programmes to different target groups were conducted by 

the Institute:
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6.1 Short Term Training Program on Basic Skills in Indian Sign Language

The Centre conducted the verious Short Term Training Programme on Basic Skills in Indian Sign 

Language during the year 2019-20. The duration of the programme was 15 days. 

6.1.1 Objective of the Programme

To orient and sensitize Govt officials,PSUs  and Non-Govt personnel such as teachers, special 

educators, individuals, professionals in medical, legal or technical field and any other public 

facing staff about deafness, deaf culture, deaf education & Indian Sign Language.

To provide training in Basic Indian Sign Language skills to Govt officials and Non-Govt persons 

such as teachers, public facing staff which will enable them to communicate with deaf persons in 

their respective workplaces.

 6.1.2 Details of the Programme 

• ISLRTC conducted the 2nd Short Term Training Programme on Basic Skills in Indian Sign 

Language from 24th April to 10th May, 2019 and 3rd Short Term Training Programme from 10th to 

26th June, 2019 at ISLRTC, New Delhi.

Sh. Sanjay Kumar Deputy Director (Admin) and Officer In-charge addressed the participants of 
2nd Short Term Training Programme
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• ISLRTC organised Certificate Distribution Ceremony of 3rd Short Term Training Programme on 

Basic Skills in Indian Sign Language held on 26th June, 2019 at DEPwD, CGO Complex, New 

Delhi. Dr. Prabodh Seth, Joint Secretary, DEPwD & Director, ISLRTC distributed the certificates to 

participants.

• ISLRTC conducted Short Term Training Programme for 1st batch on Basic Skills in Indian Sign 

Language (15 days) for officials of ONGC at ISLRTC, New Delhi from 13th - 29th, November, 2019, 

2nd batch from 02nd - 18th December, 2019  and 3rd  Batch at ISLRTC from 03rd - 19th February, 

2020.

• ISLRTC organised Certificate Distribution Ceremony of ONGC 1st Short Term Training 

Programme on Basic Skills in Indian Sign Language held on 29th November, 2019 at DEPwD, CGO 

Complex New Delhi. Dr. Prabodh Seth, Joint Secretary, DEPwD, & Director, ISLRTC distributed 

the certificates to participants.

• ISLRTC organised Certificate Distribution Ceremony of ONGC 2nd Batch of Short Term Training 

Programme on Basic Skills in Indian Sign Language held on 18th December, 2019 at ISLRTC, New 

Delhi. Shri Mrityunjay Jha, Deputy Secretary, Department of Empowerment of Persons with 

Disabilities (Divyangjan) distributed the certificates to ONGC employees.

Participants of  2nd  Short Term Training Programme receiving Certificate from 
Dr. Prabodh Seth Joint Secretary & Director, ISLRTC



17

ANNUAL REPORT 2019-202019-20

Shri Mrityunjay Jha, Deputy Secretary, DEPwD distributed the Certificates
to Participants of ONGC of Short Term Training Programme

DEPwD conferred Commendation Certificate to Oil & Natural Gas Corporation Limited (ONGC) for 
promoting Indian Sign Language among its employees. Dr. Prabodh Seth, Joint Secretary, DEPwD 
awarded the certificate to Mr. Amarendra Sahu, Executive Director, CEA to Director (HR) & Ms. Meghna 
Pegu, General Manager (HR), ONGC. ONGC trainees who successfully completed 15 Day Short Term 
Training Programme on Basic Skills in Indian Sign Language at ISLRTC also received certificates on 19th 
February, 2020.

ISLRTC conferred Commendation Certificate to Oil & Natural Gas Corporation Limited 
(ONGC) for promoting Indian Sign Language
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6.2 International Deaf Summit from 2nd to 5th January 2020

ISLRTC was one of the sponsors for the International Deaf Summit 2020, held at Madgaon, Goa 

from 2nd to 5th January, 2020. The Summit was jointly organized by Deaf Leaders Foundation 

(DLF), Deaf Can Foundation (DCF) and Inspiralive in collaboration with Directorate of Film 

Festival, Government of India, International Human Rights Association - Goa State Chapter 

(IHRA), and initiative supports by CBM, Bangalore. The Summit included several events such as 

the 6th India Deaf Expo, the 4th Deaf Festival and 7th India International Deaf Film Festival. The 

participants at the Summit included research experts, deaf educators, parents, audiologists, 

psychologists, linguists, etc. from all over the world. 

Presentation by Dr. Prabodh Seth Joint Secretary DEPwD, & Director, 
ISLRTC in International Deaf Summit from 2nd to 5th January 2020 at Madgaon, Goa

Dr. Prabodh Seth, Joint Secretary, DEPwD & Director, ISLRTC gave a presentation about ISLRTC at the 

Summit on 4th January 2020. He talked about the academic programmes that ISLRTC conducts as well as 

the projects and activities carried out by ISLRTC. A publicity video about ISLRTC was also played at 

regular intervals during the event and ISLRTC’s logo was displayed on the backdrop. 

Ms. Khushboo Soni, Master Trainer, and Ms. Annu Gautam, Interpreter were deputed to manage 

ISLRTC’s stall during the Summit. The stall displayed the awareness and educational material developed 

by ISLRTC including the ISL Dictionary (1st and 2nd Editions), DEAF-NP project material kit, awareness 

posters, brochures, pamphlets, etc. 
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International Deaf Summit from 2nd to 5th January 2020 at Madgaon, Goa

6.3 Visit of  delegation from Nepal to ISLRTC 

A delegation from Nepal visited ISLRTC on 27th February 2020. The main purpose of their visit 

was to understand the functioning of ISLRTC, taking away learning and experiences from the 

field which in turn will help them establish similar kind of Institute in Nepal for the rehabilitation 

of persons with hearing impairment and Deafblindness. Sh. K.P. Adhikari, President of National 

Federation of the Deaf, Nepal, Sh. Pashupati Mahat, Under Secretary and Section Chief-Disability 

Right section of Government of Nepal, Sh. Parag Namdeo, Head- Advocacy and Network 

Development, Sense International India and other members were the visitors. Sh. Jagdish Kumar, 

Sr. Consultant, Sh. Sanjay Kumar, Deputy Director and other faculty and staff members were 

present during the meeting. Sh. Harish Soni, Asst. Professor gave a presentation about the core 

activities of ISLRTC and its functioning. The presentation was followed by an interaction with the 

members.
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Presentation about the core activities of ISLRTC to Nepal Delegation on 27th February, 2019

6.4 2nd Indian Sign Language Competition

ISLRTC conducted the 2nd Indian Sign Language Competition 2019 from August to September, 

2019. The Competition was organized to give the deaf/hard of hearing students an opportunity to 

showcase their skills, creativity and knowledge in ISL. For the competition, ISLRTC invited entries 

from deaf/hard of hearing students studying in classes I-XII in the Delhi-NCR region. The 

categories included stories, jokes and essays. 

The Competition was announced on 21st August 2019 and the deadline for submission of entries 

was 6th September, 2019. Total 93 entries from 13 schools and 4 individual entries were received 

within the deadline. A panel comprising of two external experts and one internal ISL expert 

reviewed the shortlisted videos and finalized the winners of the first, second, third and 

consolation prizes for each category. 

The results were declared on 17th September, 2019. Total 21 winners were felicitated in the Sign 

Language Day programme held on 23rd September, 2019. All the students who submitted entries 

were given certificates of participation.



21

ANNUAL REPORT 2019-202019-20

Facilitation of winners during Sign Language Day programme held on 23rd September, 2019

6.5 Celebration of Sign Language Day on 23rd September 2019

ISLRTC celebrated Sign Language Day on 23rd September, 2019 at NDMC Convention Centre, 

New Delhi. Dr. Thaawarchand Gehlot, Hon’ble Minister for Social Justice and Empowerment was 

the Chief Guest, and Ministers of State for SJ&E Shri Krishan Pal Gurjar and Shri Rattan Lal Kataria 

were the Guests of Honour. Smt. Shakuntala D. Gamlin, Secretary, DEPwD and Dr. Prabodh Seth, 

Joint Secretary, DEPwD & Director, ISLRTC also graced the occasion. 

Sign Language Day is celebrated to spread awareness about sign language and its importance in 

the lives of the deaf community. Addressing the occasion, the Hon’ble Minister SJ&E 

Dr.Thaawarchand Gehlot said that the Government of India is committed to the inclusion of 

Divyangjans into the mainstream and he applauded ISLRTC for bringing out an ISL dictionary of 

6000 words. In his address, Minister of State (SJ&E) Krishan Pal Gurjar said that sign languages are 

the medium of communication among deaf people. Minister of State (SJ&E) Rattan Lal Kataria 

praised the efforts of ISLRTC for doing commendable service for people with hearing disabilities.

During the programme, a felicitation ceremony for the winners of the 2nd Indian Sign Language 

Competition was conducted and trophies and certificates were awarded to the 21 winners of 

seven categories. 

Students of Diploma in Indian Sign Language Interpretation (DISLI) (2018-19 and 2019-21 
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Inauguration of the Program on Sign Language Day on 23rd September, 2019

batches) gave a cultural performance including drama, songs and dance that demonstrated the 

strengths and distinctiveness of ISL. Another song performance with interpretation in ISL 

included interpretation of the lyrics of the songs, and demonstration of the rhythm and 

movement of popular Hindi songs. Thus, the cultural programme highlighted how songs, poetry 

and drama can also develop and flourish in ISL.

The programme was attended by around 300 participants including deaf and hearing experts in 

the field, teachers and deaf students from schools across Delhi-NCR, parents, interpreters, and 

other professionals working in the field.

Celebration of Sign Language Day on 23rd September, 2019
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6.6 HIV/AIDS Awareness Session on 15th July, 2019

As per the guidelines of the MoU signed between DEPwD, MSJE and National AIDS Control 

Organization (NACO), ISLRTC conducted a sensitization session on HIV and AIDS for around 45 

students of DISLI 2018-19 batches on 15th July, 2019. The informative and interactive session was 

conducted by Ms Sujita Gahlaut, Assistant Director, Youth Affairs and Sh. Ravindra Kumar Tyagi, 

District Programme Manager from the Delhi State AIDS Control Society. The session was very 

beneficial and helped clarify many misconceptions about HIV and AIDS.

HIV Awareness Programme

6.7 Basic Indian Sign Language Training to Delhi Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC) Frontline Staff 

The general aim of this Basic Indian Sign Language Programme is to develop very basic need 

based Indian Sign Language skills among the frontline staff members of DMRC which in turn will 

facilitate easy communication between persons with hearing impairment and staff members of 

DMRC. This will result in barrier free environment so far as accessibility of information and 

communication is concerned. So far, 978 DMRC frontline staff members have been trained in 58 

batches up to 31st March, 2020. 

6.8 Workshop Conducted at Lady Shri Ram College for Women, University of Delhi on 26th 

February, 2020
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The Department of B.A. Programme, Lady Shri Ram College for Women, University of Delhi 

organized its Annual Academic Meet – Samagam 2020. The theme of Samagam 2020: Swara: 

Amplifying Voices. A short-duration awareness programme on Indian Sign Language was 

conducted by ISLRTC on 26th February, 2020 at Lady Shri Ram College for Women, Delhi 

University. Thirty-seven participants (UG and PG students) attended the awareness session. The 

session was handled by Sh. Harish Soni, Assistant Professor, Sh. Islam Ul Haque, Master Trainer 

and Ms. Sneha Tiwari, Master Trainer, ISLRTC.

Workshop Conducted at Lady Shri Ram College for Women, University of Delhi

7. Academic Accomplishments, Professional Activities, Achievements of Faculties and Staff of 

ISLRTC 

Dr. Andesha Mangla, Assistant Professor attended a workshop organized by the National Institute 

for Open Schooling (NIOS) for finalizing the ISL curriculum at secondary level on 2nd August, 

2019. She was nominated as a Member of the Curriculum Committee for developing ‘Indian Sign 

Language’ as a new academic subject at the secondary level.
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Dr. Andesha Mangla, Assistant Professor attended NIOS Workshop on 2nd August, 2019

Dr. Andesha Mangla, Assistant Professor, successfully conducted her PhD viva-voce and defended her 

PhD thesis titled “The Role of Indian Sign Language in Deaf Education” on 10th October, 2019. She was 

awarded the PhD degree in linguistics from the Department of Linguistics, Delhi University. 

Dr. Andesha Mangla, Assistant Professor and Sh. Vishwajit Nair, Instructor-Sign Linguistics, gave an 

invited talk titled “Seeking solutions to the challenges of sign language grammar for technology” at the 

EMPOWER Assistive Technology (AT) Conference on 15th October, 2019. The Conference was organized 

by Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Delhi in partnership with Microsoft and was held at I-TEC 

Technopark, Rajiv Gandhi Education City, Sonipat, Haryana. 

Dr. Abhishek Kumar Srivastava, Asst. Professor ISLRTC served as a resource person in a Master Training 

Programme on the use of different learning materials and TLM kits purchased from ISLRTC conducted 

by Inclusive Education Branch (IEB), Govt. of National Capital Territory of Delhi on 24th October, 2019. 

He also served as a resource person in a workshop conducted by Faculty Development & Research 

Centre, Army Welfare Education Society, Shankar Vihar, Delhi Cantonment for ASHA school teachers 

(Special Educators) on 22nd January 2020. 

Sh. Harish Soni, Assistant Professor (Deaf studies) participated as a Speaker in the National Conference 

on “Challenges for human resource development in the field of Rehabilitation” organised by SAKSHAM 

in Collaboration with RCI on 1st March, 2020 and got the certificate of appreciation by Dr. Sukumar, 

Central Advisory Board (CAB) Member, MSJ&E & Organising Secretary SAKSHAM and Dr. Subodh, 

Member Secretary, RCI.
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Sh. Harish Soni received certificate of appreciation from Dr. Sukumar and Dr. Subodh, on 1st March, 2020

Sh. Harish Soni, Assistant Professor received “Global disability Empowerment Award” at New 
Maharashtra Sadan , New Delhi on 16th January, 2020 organised by Vishakha foundation New Delhi.

Sh. Harish Soni received “Global disability Empowerment Award” at New Maharashtra Sadan,
New Delhi on 16th January, 2020



27

ANNUAL REPORT 2019-202019-20

He participated as Speaker & Co-chaired the National Conference organising by NIEPMD, Chennai & 

RVM, Sonipat and also received RASHTRIY GOARAV SAMMAN 2020 on 22nd February, 2020.

Sh. Harish Soni, Assistant Professor was invited as an expert of the hearing impairment in Convocation 

Ceremony on 30th December, 2019 by the Honourable Vice Chancellor of Jagadguru Rambhadracharya 

Divyang University, Chitrakoot (U.P.)

Sh. Harish Soni Assistant Professor Attended Convocation Ceremony at Jagadguru Rambhadracharya Divyang 
University, Chitrakoot (U.P.) as an expert of the hearing impairment

Honourable Vice Chancellor of Jagadguru Rambhadracharya Divyang University, Chitrakoot (U.P.) 

nominated Sh. Harish soni as an External Examiner for the Practical Examination of B.Ed S.E (H.I), III 

semester, session 2019-20. The practical examinations were conducted on 6th and 7th February, 2020. 

8. RTI Cell

ISLRTC has a dedicated Right to Information (RTI) Cell to provide information as per RTI Act, 2005. 

During the year 2019-20, 18 RTI applications were received and disposed by providing the appropriate 

information. 

9. Website

The URL of ISLRTC is http://islrtc.nic.in. The website contains all the important information related to 

ISLRTC. The website offers a wide range of information pertaining to ISL and its development. Website 

accommodates all the required tabs having the related content of information.
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ISLRTC provides hyperlinks to the official social media accounts/pages of the Centre like Facebook, 

Twitter, and Youtube. Various videos of Indian Sign Language have been uploaded on the website related 

to various subject matters.

10. Library and Information Centre

ISLRTC Library

ISLRTC Library has good collection of text/reference books in the field of sign language, deaf studies, 

linguistics, special education, interpreting, general education and allied subjects to cater the need of the 

staff and students. It is continuously growing to support the teaching and research programmes of the 

institute. 

ISLRTC library also displays sign language videos for the students to support their study in library. 

10.1 Library Automation: 

Library is using KOHA library automation software and management. Web OPAC facility is operational. 

Through the Web OPAC service any library user is allowed to access the collection of library. 

10.2 Reference Service

The Library assisted its users in getting the desired information to utilize the resources of library.

10.3 Current Awareness Service

Recent collection of books/journals/magazines is displayed for all the library users for reference. 

10.4 Future Vision

To enhance the library services, there is also future plan to automate the library activities and its functions 

with the use of RFID technology. 

Library is also planning to subscribe e-resources to cater the needs of the staff and users for better 

research.

10.5 Collection in the Library

The total collection of library resources on 31st March, 2020 was as follows:

S. No. Name of Resources Number

1. Books 502

2. CDs 04

3. DVDs 06

4. Magazines 04

5. Newspaper 07

6. Newspaper Clippings 123 
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Students reading in the ISLRTC Library

Website:  ISLRTC is having the website consisting of all the required information.

The URL is htpp://islrtc.nic.in. 

11. Annual Accounts for the Year 2019-20 & Audit Report

Separate audit on the Accounts of the Indian Sign Language Research and Training Centre, New 

Delhi for the financial year ending 31st March, 2020 was conducted by the Comptroller and 

Auditor General of India during 25.11.2020 to 09.12.2020. The centre received the Audited Report 

on 9th March, 2021.

Status of Grant-In-Aid Received for the Year 2019-20 of ISLRTC, New Delhi

Heads GIA Received

General Expenses 200.00

Salaries 220.00

Creation of Capital Assets 00.00

Total Amount 420.00
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Annual Accounts for 

the Financial Year 

2019-20 
INDIAN SIGN LANGUAGE RESEARCH AND TRAINING CENTRE

A-91, 1st Floor, Nagpal Business Tower, Okhla Phase II, 

New Delhi-110020
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Appendices

I to IV
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S. No. Member

1. Secretary, Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities - President (Ex-officio)

2. Joint Secretary, Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities -Member (Ex-
officio)

3. Joint Secretary & FA, Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment - Member (Ex-officio)

4. Joint Secretary, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare - Member (Ex-officio)

5. Joint Secretary, Dept. of School Education and Literacy, Ministry of Education - Member 
(Ex-officio)

6. Joint Secretary, Dept. of Higher Education, Ministry of Education - Member (Ex-officio)

7. Joint Secretary, Ministry of Labour and Employment - Member (Ex — Officio)

8. Director, All India Institute of Speech and Hearing (AIISH), Mysore —Member (Ex-officio) 

9. Director, Ali Yavar Jung National Institute for Speech and Hearing Disabilities (AYJNISHD), 
Mumbai-Member (Ex-officio)

10. Shri Zorin Singha, President, National Association of Deaf, Delhi

11. Shri Sandeep T. K. M, President, Deaf Enabled Foundation, Hyderabad

12. Shri Samuel N. Mathew, Executive Director, National Institute of Speech and Hearing, 
Thiruvananthpuram, Kerala  

13. Dr. Usha Punjabi, Superintendent, Mook Badhir Sanghathan, Indore 

14. Shri K. Murali, Director, Deaf Leader Foundation, Coimbatore

15. Shri Umesh Grover, President, Deaf Welfare Association, Dehradun

16. Director, ISLRTC- Member Secretary

APPENDIX I - GENERAL COUNCIL MEMBERS
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S. No. Name/Designation/Department

1 Joint Secretary, DEPwD - Chairperson (Ex-officio)

2 Joint Secretary & FA,  MSJE - Member (Ex-officio)          

3 Director, All India Institute of Speech & Hearing, Manasagangothri, Mysuru, Karnataka -
570006 -  Member (Ex-officio)

4 Director, Ali Yavar Jung National Institute of Speech and Hearing Disabilities (Divyangjan),  
K.C. Marg, Bandra Reclamation Bandra (West), Mumbai – 400050   -  Member (Ex-officio)

5 Director, ISLRTC - Member-Secretary

6 Shri A.S. Narayanan, General Secretary, National Association of the Deaf, No. 102, 1st Floor, 
Plot – 19-A, Vishal Complex, Patparganj Village, Mayur Vihar, Phase-I, Delhi-91.  -  Member

7 Shri Kamla Kant Pandey, Lecturer, U.P. Institute for  Hearing Handicapped, 74/6/1, 
Gangapuram, Chotta Bhagada, Allahabad- 211002. (U.P.)  - Member

8 Dr. Vinay Singh, Associate Professor, Department of Education of Groups with Special 
Needs, National Council of Educational Research and Training, New Delhi - Member

9 Shri Arun C. Rao, President, Association of Sign Language Interpreters, 4/54, Malaviya 
Nagar, New Delhi-110 017 – Member

10 Ms. Atiya Hajee, General Secretary,  Indian Sign  Language Interpreters Association,14/4, 
Konark Nagar -1, Opp. Reliance Fresh, Viman Nagar, Pune -411 014 (Maharashtra) - 
Member

11 Mrs. Nisha Grover, Director, Akshar Trust, 11th Floor, Kirti Tower, Next to Kirti Mandir, Tilak 
Road, Vadodara, Gujarat -390 001 - Member 

12 Ms. Uma Kapoor, Secretary General, All India Foundation of Deaf Women, 1st Floor, DDA 
Community Hall, Gali Chandiwali, Paharganj, New Delhi-110055. - Member

13 Shri Padmakar Tulshiram Ingle, Vivekanand Pratisthan,  66  Suyog Colony, Jalgaon- 425001 
(Maharashtra) -Member

14 Smt. Karri Uma Devi, 202, Rahul Kunj, Plot – 7,  Srinivasa Nagar, Ring Road, Vizianagaram, 
535002 (A.P) - Member

APPENDIX II - EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEMBERS
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APPENDIX – III – ORGANIZATION CHART
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APPENDIX IV - STAFF STRENGTH

A. Staff Strength

Post Sanctioned Strength Existing Strength

Group A 15 8

Group B 12 10

Group C 6 6

Total 33 24

S. No. Name of the Post No. of Posts No. of  No. of 
Sanctioned employees posts

in position vacant

1. Director 1 - 1

2. Deputy Director 1 1 -

3. Associate Professors 4 - 4

4. Assistant Professors 8 6 2

5. Librarian 1 1 -

6. Section officer 1 1 -

7. Senior PA 1 - 1

8. Master Trainer 4 3 1

9. Interpreter 5 5 -

10. Multi Skilled Assistant 1 1 -

11. Library Assistant 1 1 -

12. Research Assistant 1 1 -

13. Instructor 2 2 -

14. Accountant 1 1 -

15. Cashier 1 1 -

Total 33 24 09
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A. Statement showing SC/ST/OBC/GEN/PwDs Employees

Group SC ST OBC GEN PwD

A 01 02 06

B 01 06 02

C 01 02 03

Total 01 04 14 05
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(An Autonomous body under the Department of Empowerment of Persons with
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