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T, 1479(N).—F7= T TLHE, TET AT FIT A0 H77, 2024 F 79 3 F @2 (F) F
AT q15d, TET STATT FIT TTIEHRIOT ATAHTH, 2005 (2005 FT 24) FHT 9T 3 F Aqae0r §, Foferted
fRomfarder sfergf=ra et 8, o1t -
1. wferd 919 ST A, - (1) =9 fSer=aert 7 9ierd 918 9d § G STAh iy Sh1edl ST Teihl 6l
TATES [T, TT AT e fafers TRtee <6 (TaduE) THTore feemt=eer 2 |

(2) o TSI | Ik THTA Al A § AR Zi |

A § TET AAFY TSI 3T il & qreey AR, T A s Rifre e 1w (Tadias)
FaTor fRemfAger |

1. ITEHRA - ¥ fRerfager stfery @y, Sy w39, AEeor 3 9T o 9Teus ¥ A ST
FIET & TATE | & T AT F o1 9 § TET TAT F THISAT AT T2 i 6 waqreey R, T
AT s faforg TRTs=s Tof THTOERC i AT T ST &  forw orme Iiabrar sqaer &

2099 G1/2024 )
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FATATT & o0 =ITo saedsharsti aF &t AT a8 g, afew ag ITh g =amaeh sroest fir
wTOLET 3 |

2. ARLET - (1) T feerrfader &t &7 sreftar F0 gzl w2 @n) g, e forg a8 sreftr Fiw
wTrersReoT A, 2024 % 7 19 % s1efie faforg Tnre=e Tk ToTofieor smsmae g

g ¥ feenfHeer g9 Afea o TEF STt FIT THAT A 9 A g0, ST =5a7 19 F e q5!
it 7, Fohg =a=ar & fafere TeTsies qoh THToieeor 7 fadweT AT & |

3. S AT - (1) TET AT F Toredt § 0377 9 qRAT SR ST 0 Arafe i v o
R ST Fafe qataeofi sifem e it F0 & Teit 6T T Jigd Jeadt & staw i
TTE § SITTRET T [T sfi¥ werere T |

(2) TET AATT FIT THZAT F TATAF TAF (s, Fodd Tl ¥ Tq=zqr &7 + forg fafers s
LT IUTAT &l AN F30, rEH 37 T v T e Fied aret gt TR0 6 TIoAT 7 gieramsi
FT AT % 0 sraeaa AT, THEEE e Staen fEfe o gr aFdi g |

(3) FBIL ST FLEAT IUTAT T TTATHFAT ATl 131 § [eferiaa orfet g, s9iq -

(i) qree IT AT,

(ii) T AT T

(i)  ®T T ITATL ;

(iv) S/ qeear & At =q2 & 91 [Aarse, S $ii7 |ifaes grgeor J7 6w w727 ;

(v) T ST HITHE dTE-aETE

(vi)  TTRTE ST STIAT o S RIAFT T AN ;

(vii)  Sttfaa 37 arer 37 weftfaa Fire = ;

(viii) T STCTr FHIT FGE AT AU ATHEIT FHT AT ;

(ix) RHI= s afET;

(x) T TAFW THE & HaT T qEL AT, FHIHAT T ANIH FT TALT AT qTRL
IGERLIHE K

(xi) T STT TTTEER0T T 9HT-997 ¥ [AfAfee & |

4, gaq wareeq AT 3R AT qFaer - T off TET STy gaTs AT Tl ol EAfg TersE 17
F &9 H y|Tore AT ST, 7 i -

(i) =EH HT ATATEL0 F Ha< I ST ITA 3 AT FF-Fierq g 8 ;
(ii) g STF-Fqferd e afed ST-Fqierd Tae= 1 qre FdT & ;

(iii) TE TARTEAT T F ATEAH  FF ° FHF a7 U1 Gl \4q dqare & oy &g Terseai &
o FerTTees AT g ST AT g

(2) fafers TRTSE T<h THTONERT & forT srerae e arefl #rs 9t TErT STAFH Y TS,

(i) AT sem 9% setaat & f&fer Terseat & qie gRtaa @ F e Fae @
At i Tt fRerrft & g F et 7
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(ii) 3TFLTF SMHETF FISIAT IATAT qTIR TN 3 ThIT T AT T 30T T FT < FoAr o
T % forg e wrears 1 o He |

(3) FaTEe AT F7 e e % foIw TET T F AT, 5, q9Y, daAT 37 1= hore A
e str= e % forw ot Steftar FfW 2are 91 92 e ST Arewifae Feeish srRrermersi
H FEtsIa AT s

(4) FET FIHR, AT IO TEIF T T AR FEwE A aEA e adqea gt &
TSt F TSI, fo U2 &1 3 &t sraeaahar g, 1 ARy w3, S o IvieaTe yofa,
FTATOTAT AT TFRAT 37 v & forw f&eg 797 T 697 g7 gHieE 981 3 | 39 TR A7
3O 2 TRt v wrEer & 9den, v genta-fREtire afe st w5 e F v gew
ShrafasT=T g=eTT % T T STus |

(5) TaTE AT ST TNT AT ST 9Xreqor o e Fameed S¥e & TN AT 9% St
Tt FETET HigaT & T =g 1.4.6 ¥ Tea1 1.4 § Meiia TEhaTeli & e 9% o3 S|

(6) Targ wToft TaTeeT TET F A7 WAt & forw deriaew gveon & Rt § Matia st @
Tt Teror wieRaTett § urers T ST |

(7) Faq Taresy R ST TRT ATt &7 =2 § gRMT, ST -

(i) TF FaF TA-ZSH Tqree] AT 3T TRT ARt wrdwd || =3 T g
TATIT TN TA-gT3E S AT HILEAT AT § ; 3T

(i) TeTaE SATHEHTOT FIT ATHTEAT THATHLIT ST T 6l T @7 |

5. HATAT HT ST G ATl 3A-ZISH NG GL&AT LT~ (1) TET AT FIT THIAT F FATAF Tg A=
% ToTT Ua AeATIA 0 ST el ATSAT SA-gTS9 S AT FILIEAT AR HT 1o UHT T ST H1T TS |
I ST AT IUTAT &l et =l a¥g & fhatiead a1 Srar &l

(2) TET STATT FIT THISAT 6 FATAT AT 6 AL A T2 3T VT AR, ™ 92 719
AT AT ¢, F AR T qeld AT F1U HhS § S LT % forg s =q2i, &=, T9ni i
oAt i RS w4
(3) TET AT FHT THISAT & HATAF Teh AT G TN AT T TH(S H HIATAd (hU ST 8
ST FLAT IUTAT T FAATE SH-GTSH ToATHA F 3T T FLAT FATHT FEeA & (1T ATA9AF TILEAT
ROTE ¥ e u¥ UHT Aa9aF GETRET FILATs FT 31T T AAFHY THIS il ofF LT AT
F
(4) FTHEF LT RAE T ST FIT ZahTs 6 [0 e Ai9wer & T99 & §@ar &
srferspa T gTeT FeATae % for Suerssr FXTs STusY |
(5) faferg TRTSTe q<h STHTOHTOT F THIT o T § S AT TILEAT S I HEAT FIET THbT
SIEEIEIR EERecis el
6. ST-greH waree AT ik T ARl - (1) Sefaa sqEemd a9 s adeqor s afomEt & forg
ST g & a7 e Teid A wareey fafa o e & AT & e uE sq1-gea e
TR 37 TRT FARTT FTH W] 0T | e T ST FT T § SH-g18 P 3=
FY HF FATT TET SATAT |
(2) =-gr3® T R Sl TRT AT | 90T o i £q< AT &, 790 -
(F) TmaETT Tareey fRufa, o fator, Rraufr Fam £ =, giee =, anf
T TS Tl Z2TH & (10 T2leh il 1 ;
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(T) ATSHIERT FIRT ATAT A0 hT ST, AT T FIOME JTOET % SEr
FAEGAAT T T FAT ; AT

(T) FE F21H AT U Tee ATAT 30T T ST TAA S = (LI, REereqreaisit =i
IqT TS AT TTEE I THATF |

(3) BRITHT T aquTara T FATEA A - FAT S(Er & o Aqr¥a e & e |
FaTia afraretl & dqaR Ta\an qdmey =99 R (TErer) a1 dJaa-aes RE
TFTeT qieaee =39 Ruged (emed-difiem) s F7 STIE F#4F TRF 3fiT JaTo
SRR TRl FIT HATierd i STUs(T| |

(4) ST TSI o TorT T8 T gy Si AT ST ATTEHI0T FIRT AU AT ST

(5) T - BTIH TRT FANTHT WIETHIe F L@@ & (o7 Tedsh qHA o S S TqAL 6 AR
= | THA hF AT I AT WG S &F 75 Foft § &0 o

IOl 1
R
o e
e (T TTiad T & T ST AT el qiRsRaE ShifaT
fir) (T™)
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5)
1 30 293 Foe ATHATS I FiX THAAT g | T ShITeT
2 60 13715 T gHEEg g TReEE i | Rt Ed
3. 90 22 ¥ 28 Hateq  yertaat & oo S | Areaw ¥ i qieiaer
4. 120 33 37 T g e Faee 8- | =39 Ruged saat &
5. 150 42 T 48 A E-WR R S G B 2 S T e s B 11 B T 1 ¥
6. 180 50 & 53 ! ?ﬁl ﬁ%ﬁ ATE

(6) TReET T TRT =1 TRTSHS * =fed g & afa ®, TE= Soia Fo THhre g9 i UH wel
Tl TN T ST T I HATAT ] TH Ag (HATHT HT o6 TeIT TAT HI TS & T
&7 T 7 g Sl Zeehl (XU I TTTEhaor il &f STusit |

7. 7 S e oy e

. T S aeor it afEFaT F forg daerag st enor - (1) STresReeT TRT AT TeTsia T ™ 92
ST 3 %0 AAFHAT @, * [o70 THA 3T TLHA Al ATHAT & TAST 6 {0 a1 Ho
AT TRUS - Hed SEIS[E Ah Ahadied Tgidheas, F9ad s920 % [her SAieHh
RS, Tt Mieft Hex wiT Ugeheay, fhedis gAatadisr sifesa 99 @ 9ed
TR TARTATATG e [t stfoaeon afga et off awhrdt a1 Ag-a3at 9ol &l
THag T ATIFd wam, A3 -

(i) = Yo7 ST SferieRe TARTLTATSH F forT TS T3 e gTr HT=dT 99 &

(ii) = weHRTTErR TATSteaRT S SRET F forw argier an sl R e d afga 8

(iiii) U FNRTOT o Torw STTereRor gy Miee FaET oY adt o o ATasi &l O Fid & |

(2) wTferReer "efed shreal & [Afey siaere 9% ae & T 997 U w3 & o e
SOTTEAT T OTA FXd U GA 9 AT TTTErEha SATHHLOT 1 ST T, Teq Fohet off T
STATT FIT T | AHATHL 3T TLIEA | TRETSTAT AT FEA & (o AT &l 91
T JqAag SATHFHLIT FIT THA T GUF AT TLHAT FHLAT & F47 S0 |
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HILT T TSIA . AHTYTL

5

(3) T ST TLTEA 6T TERAT o TorT G Tag 3T TTTerdha STTSTHeor STa LA o TIOTAT i
TIIIAT FATT T@d g0 TS0 i Sog F o (are HT |

(4) T T FTHD] IT A TG AT TTTEEHA SATHRIOT %0l TTRTLTAT T HHhTe, Heid T
T T STOT i sttave foheft oft g & F9AT 981 @7 3% 39 e & AT g

TeT Tl T o o7 Seqa Agl Hel

(5) TTTaE ATHHIUI Fl AHTTHE TA-ZISH Sd GLEAT HILTAT, TA-ZISH TN Hhl o7 3T IeTehl

TATE &1 FeaTtod w3 & forw off srtesra T s

(6) STTEERTOT ATHTEAT AT TUE ST THA AT F@AT & (70 UH e a7 FAM A7 9 7
T ST T SERT AT T |

g, T At S ar- (1) T 7 g, THAT S $i AfeweaT § F 99 i ade
TSI ! FEAT * L@@ T AT AEGL A1 & T8 |0l & FEme g -

qTeof - 2
e | PR | T TR o T
(e = fa=) () T arer fenfiex
(1) 2 3) 4) ®) (6)
1. 30 60 293 Foe AT | [EF0T ShlfeT
2, 90 60 22 % 28 W Ui ger | et %
3 T gHEE 99T | ATerE "H SiY
3. 180 60 50953 e — e | g =
4. 360 60 Tatera goTadl & | Ruges Icamar w7
5. 540 60 L - i el e s )1 R T
RN Rfde | srgsor % Areaw |
6. 720 60 P — e | ot sy
fafere TRTsTeR |k AT G IEE-SRL L ED]
7. 900 20 AT ST AT S
8. 1080 20
(2) T2 TET I FO TwTSAT AT THFALTAT AT 1, 3, 6, 12, 18 3T 24 AE F I AL * U

©)

(4)

©)

AT AT STTOAT T 92, T oY &S AT & AT 3 AT T Tehah THAT A1 60 THAT
& e H ZOIT |

fafore TRTSmE {6 TR 9T #3 & o A g 7 S9ed gy et AT SreEmr geT
Af<e srgam sreft wrfor % forg Jemiaes aervn & dqera § A s T 997 % 3 60
THAT HET 6 AT TG 124, 189 3% 243 Al # A=l 3 aeqr ST T@m S|

THAT AT, THAT A 6T AT, T THA FL o 70 ATAH HATA TR, TH1e, Tgia AT T
SIY T it 9w fara a9 FATeeT Wed g Meiia Sttt ariort & forw qartEeE o &
e # [Afde ERft | ToF STt &1 STieer geT Aide Bam SToaT sfiT =6 938 & aAra
TR & T AT FIT THTS H IUAe FHT STHa =207 STIHA ZhT|

TET A FT THTS % FATAT TRIVTE TTAT F TRHATTIEF gl U, ST ATHTAT HAA07 6T Saelr
% THET T 3T AT qY 6 (o0 qad Hreraid THeAo 9 38 TAH THATH 6 ST A6 THAT
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2T & AT AT Gg 79 H Ua J12 A7 ford 98] T §3e a7 fafHae ST g sfeehad &
STETE, STET Toh ST ITOrT o AaTieh girerd fqere # Af=iEs e = g, o strowm

(6) T TRT & =feq g &t Rafa &, a1 gtag Af¥For 71 y=1=@F gy foe o 1o awrres
T 9%, YTHTA TANTTAT A qfP e F orw sives a7 fetag dfseReor a1 srieeReor gen
TATHAT FF T 7 0T § giaa R ST | T6er TRTenar g7 92 g aF IHe #7991
grfersReer gIT Meifad w T st |

(7) TRt T TRT Y ST 6 I S 92 T TR TARTATAT TR (Heiid T ahRreds a9 17,
TTTErTOT TheTehl TATZHTL AIHTT & T g T T g FEATHT F & forw f&era=t i 39-
afafa g e & o SwEa ada S FT s 7 T\ FEm ST graAT SHae T i
TET AT FT THTS FT T THRIAT Tl R T FIA A THAT F THL FT AR 6 o107 o4
Iufearfa § 38 79 e & forw gt Sow |

(8) TRT T =eAT AT ot T WA H THIA TIWTLATAT FIRT et e aamreas a9+ &l
fearfa &, wferser a7 gRtaa we % o afdwar § & 999 o o ft 79 oa@«r F g9 3
Aot S 3 a8 Stefter F Tahrs § o7 TR I<F A F R 8, Tq UF S50 R TS 6
fore Tt St e 3T € s T fore wrfrror g a7 G wan A o afafed e v g
TET AT FIT THS 6 TATAF & T AT SO |

8. THTOTTERTOr T T - (1) TET ST FT THISAT AT Tl T (AT TETSTAH Hh THIVH 6 29T
T TRt o srefier fopar Stromm s o =9 fRenfacer & Sumay § Suefda frar g

(2) 9T AT AT SHAT % AT TATSAT qh T2l o IcATa | odl Fohel AT T8 ST FT 2018 *
ATAH, TET T FU The A ITH [AfRT =i & [fre Terses g6 gqrofiswar & forg
AT T |

(3) fafere Trrsrrh < THTONoT & forw (e AT =TSt TS0 T a T ST e dafaa aar
ST T THTE TATAH GIT TTTEHT0T T STUH qIAT o IT ST |

(4) =9 TET AT FU THE H AT & o7 ITART AT AT ATAT TSTAIT T IJeq i< AT fafere
LRSI {h el ST 1 FH1T TH T T AT |

(5) TATRATA, T T AT FIU ZATS il AT H, Teh THTS ST HHAT 6 HILOT 9& @i 6 TETG 9T
AT (T & & FIAT 8, T TATT FIU TH(S Bl 39 TATEH 6 &9 § TAT(GAT H7 & J1 F5i
77 RaTa e it At & ST g7, S ST @S "l % T 60 THAT 6 "l & qrF qe
THTHT IS ATl THAT % Hel & THe AT I TTEST TEATASAT o6 9T WS L, AT U
Tt &l TATrs TS q<h Tei® & &9 § THI00d dal AT ST |

(6) YT 60 THAT F He F AT 12, 187 ¥ 247 W & THA qHTIA I¥, I ATA [ AT dafd
AT Trens e F forw afteror w9 F Sud, =i 9 9 ST FW g w7 fafoe
TRIST <6 R4 % 9T ATaT1 &f STusr |

(7) T FTAFT TR A1 FEAfore Tnremd gk Rafa & 7rear siw @i #i1 3g w@reey 77 &t
TRISTS <6 o & H AT FTT T TIARIIT iz (7 TR FIT ST TR AT ST |

(8) Toreft TT ¥ =eAT AT YFShTE AT FHAT 92 Al Il #, T8T T FT TH1S 3T TeiF Hr
fafers TRTee qon FRafa ==Tierd €9 9 a799 o o STUsT |
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(9) IEFTTF THRITHE THAT < F AT TENT STATT FIY THTS HATAT 98 FT QT ST TFH AT 6T Tafer
& form, Fafeafa, wanT a7 St 8T ST F TS At Frerpenyd oY qET A AT #°
ITA FR(T AT T AT T "=1ae e TR Afery TR g6 sAmfsr F o sy
AT U R | s F

CRCURCIREREIEDE D

F AT STAPTY TR - T (aferiea qre  forT qerd STrEwT g, S2iq -
(i) T S TLeAor Y THRAT F oI st Seeor &7 99e a9
(i) O F rfuer g o e o o
(i) A ST qdreror i GhRar F o dqerag Afdseon % Treey #1 fAEir
(iv) =9 FEIFH % T et g[eh AT =TT T i ;

(v) AT F IR F FOr AT AR, A A A, AR e i
(vi)y  wdreror Reqvet sie RrwrfRert € 5=
(viiy T TS ZI AT GHITHE THAT He g il (#9fd | 9= 32 FTqadi 3997 ;
(viii)  TRET TRT A HeAT A1 qEEE aERTHE AT e o RAfT § aET TaHy swre A
Tratater =1 fAeew ; &
(iX)  FTE =g TemEi® UF TRATAT qaet JTHe |
(&) THLT TIRTLTAT, -

(1) =T TLH FH-FAT T THTA TANTLTATHAT 61 GAT STTerf=a H |

(2) fafers TnToEE T THIUE FEHH § 9T o & o efga g & o, senTerer airerr
SRIRTEITAT TS TATAT 1S 3T T AT SeTTeRe TANTATAT (T 37T a8 HEdT ST A1 S{rat
& AgA LTSI Gl 6 (o0, ST T o Fea i T 51T Sve UHT ot § g TaT F FT aF
ST, TTET 37 siqeergy f¥97 ave & 7gar are wi |

(3) THAT HUE 3T TAW F 1T YTHIA TARTLTAT o TTrerha HIHAT FIT ATAT 6l AWTT Gated
HEATAT GIXT A %l SITUAT |

(1) AT FATGRIE TR .- (1) TEIT TAFT TTIIFRIOT 777, 2024 F FIH7 19 F 1T Fxiq AT
ZIT TSd qEATT AATgdE qifd waresy M, TRT AT e [fre Inees 16
THTOTRE0T T & FTATead il (AT |

(2) THATHT TATEHIL AT THAT AR, THA Al AT, AR TATAT TOHRATAT 6 Heior &
Tafera ATt 9% (o o § STTEERor it Fgradr Fl | 39 FIAHA 6 AT Tl F1 §U, 6
7 TS0 AT HgTer, e T SiAa =i® fl g & (o0 IT-FiHadl T T34, TET F1 90T
T AT AT § T8 Tt FT 7S it TIiatater Fr Ao a7 o &9 & [eted Fwer, fowma
A foame Mamer enfier €

(3) wTtersRTor % fAoter a¥ srdier, ot Frs 2I, FerT TLRTC AT T ATUIAT S FhT qLR1E H7 Aoy
faw grm

[T. E. -1 903336/2/2024-@?@"1’55 ('?3-23648)]
T FATT w41, S a9
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Annexure
v
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MINISTRY OF FISHERIES, ANIMAL HUSBANDRY AND DAIRYING
(Department of Fisheries)
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 15th March, 2024

S.0. 1479(E).—In pursuance of section 3 of the Coastal Aquaculture Authority Act, 2005 (24 of 2005), read
with clause (d) of rule 3 of the Coastal Aquaculture Authority Rules, 2024, the Central Government hereby notifies
the following guidelines, namely:-

1. Short title and commencement. — (1) These guidelines may be called the Guidelines for the health
monitoring, disease surveillance and Specific Pathogen Free certification of coastal aquaculture units and stocks in
India.

(2) They shall come into force from the date of their publication in the Official Gazette.

Guidelines for the health monitoring, disease surveillance and Specific Pathogen Free certification of
coastal aquaculture units and stocks in India.

1. Introduction. - These guidelines are not limited to but outlines broader requirements for the health
monitoring, disease surveillance and specific pathogen free certification of coastal aquaculture units and stocks
in India for safeguarding of the sector from the impact of diseases and pests, through risk analysis, risk
mitigation measures, inspection and certification, and implementation of mitigation response arrangements for

Indian aquaculture sector.

2. Application. — (1) These guidelines shall apply to the coastal aquaculture units for which specific pathogen
free certification is mandatory under the rule 19 of the Coastal Aquaculture Authority Rules, 2024:

Provided that these guidelines shall also apply to other coastal aquaculture units including hatcheries which are

not covered under rule 19, but voluntarily opt for the specific pathogen free certification.

3. Biosecurity.- (1) The coastal aquaculture units shall have adequate biosecurity which shall be a strategic and
integrated approach that analyse and manage risks in the life and health of candidate species including

associated environmental risk and the prevention of diseases in aquaculture.

(2) The operator of the coastal aquaculture units shall implement biosecurity measures, specific for each unit,
culture system and sanitary zone which may include the physical, chemical and biological methods necessary

to protect the facilities from the consequences of all diseases that represent a high risk.
(3) The priority areas of strict biosecurity measures include the following, namely: -
Q) site or location;
(ii) water intake;

(iii) source water treatment;
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(iv) compartmentalisation, zonation and physical separation or isolation with different levels of
biosecurity;
(v) sanitation and personnel hygiene;
(vi) movement of personnel between compartments and zones;

(vii) live or fresh or frozen feed sources;
(viii)  introduction of new aquaculture sources or genetic materials;

(ix) dispatch and loading;

(x) entry and exit of vehicle, personnel and visitors within and into the coastal aquaculture unit;
and
(xi) others as may be specified by the Authority from time to time.

4. Continuous health monitoring and disease surveillance.- (1) Any coastal aquaculture unit or stock shall be

certified as specific pathogen free, if-

it has bio-secure facilities with appropriate water treatment within enclose environment;

(i1) it follows bio-secure management including bio-secure feeds;

(i) it has tested negative for specific pathogens for a continuous period of at least two years through a

surveillance programme.

(2) Any coastal aquaculture unit applying for specific pathogen free certification shall,-

3)

4)

)

(6)

()

(1) undertake continuous health monitoring and disease surveillance, to ensure freedom from specific

pathogens of the candidate species on a continuous basis;

(i) put in place necessary contingency plan so that prompt action can be carried out in controlling disease

outbreak and for preventing further spreading of disease.

The coastal aquaculture unit shall be equipped with a wet lab and microbial pathology laboratories for
undertaking routine screening of the coastal aquaculture unit, water, animal, algae and other feeds to assess

the health status.

The Central Government shall in consultation with the Technical Advisory Committee of the National
Surveillance Programme for Aquatic Animal Diseases, specify the pathogens of concern which are not
listed by World Organisation for Animal Health for each candidate species, methodology or procedure and
assay of testing of that pathogen or any other matter connected therewith, and Microbiological Index for

each species-specific coastal aquaculture unit.

Health monitoring and disease surveillance and testing shall be done on the basis of procedures laid down
in Chapter 1.4 in Article 1.4.6 of Aquatic Animal Health Code on Disease Surveillance of World

Organisation for Animal Health .

The procedure laid down in the Manual of Diagnostic Tests for Aquatic Animal of the World Organisation

for Animal Health shall be followed in all the testing procedures.

The continuous health monitoring and disease surveillance shall be in two stages, namely: -
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(i) arobust in-house health monitoring and disease surveillance programme including a verifiable in-house

biosecurity audit conducted by the operator himself; and
(ii) a chain of custody sampling and testing by the empanelled agency.

5. Verifiable in-house biosecurity audit.- (1) The operator of coastal aquaculture units shall implement a verifiable
in-house biosecurity audit to examine, how well those biosecurity measures are executed in such coastal

aquaculture units.

(2) The operator of coastal aquaculture units shall employ various levels, zones, compartments and strategies
for biosecurity at the coastal aquaculture unit depending on the size and design of the facilities and the

diseases of concern.

(3) The operator of the coastal aquaculture units shall undertake a quarterly in-house evaluation of the
biosecurity measures being implemented in the coastal aquaculture unit by an expert and take such
necessary corrective action based on the audit report, required to ensure the biosecurity of the coastal

aquaculture unit.

(4) The quarterly audit report shall be made available for verification by the authorised personnel during

inspection and chain of custody sampling of the coastal aquaculture unit.

(5) A record of the biosecurity audit and the vetting of the same by the authorised personnel shall be

maintained as proof for specific pathogen free certification.

6. In-house health monitoring and disease surveillance.- (1) The respective facilities shall implement an in-house
health monitoring and disease surveillance programme to monitor the health status and quality of their stocks with
appropriate frequency for sampling and testing and the results of the in-house monitoring shall be maintained

appropriately at the respective coastal aquaculture unit.
(2) The in-house health monitoring and disease surveillance involves three levels of examination, namely:-

(a) examination of stock for general health condition, sex determination, staging of ovarian development,

moult staging, removal of sick or moribund individuals;
(b) examination of larval stages by microscope, checking bacterial flora of normal or moribund animals; and

(c) disease screening of brood stock and Parent Post Larvae by Polymerase Chain Reaction, histopathology

and or any other relevant advanced technique.

(3) The screening shall be conducted by qualified and certified technologists using latest Polymerase Chain Reaction
(PCR) or Real-time Reverse Transcriptase Polymerase Chain Reaction (RT-PCR) technique in accordance with the
procedures laid down in the latest World Organisation for Animal Health - Manual of Diagnostic Tests for Aquatic

Animals.
(4) The frequency of sampling and sample size for each candidate species shall be as declared by the Authority.

(5) The general guide on the frequency of sampling with a sample size of twenty samples each during every sampling

for the maintenance of in house disease surveillance protocol shall be as given in the table below:
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Table-1
Screening
. Probable
Screening frequency Confirmatory
range of Parameters to be tested .
Number (Days of Weight. (g) screening
Operation) ght- (g
(1) 2) 3 (C)) ©)
15t 30 2103 All pathogens listed by World Confirmatory
Organisation for Animal Health | screening shall be
2nd 60 13to 15 and non listed pathogens of through
concern specified by the Central | Histopathology and
3rd 90 22 to 28 Government for the candidate sequencing of
species concerned shall be Polymerase Chain
4th 120 33 to 37 screened. Reaction products
following detection.
5t 150 42 to 48
6™ 180 50to 53

(6)

In the event of occurrence of any disease or pathogen, the operator of the coastal aquaculture unit shall
immediately isolate and contain the operation of such compartments in such a way as not to contaminate the
other areas of the coastal aquaculture unit and report the same to the Authority immediately.

7. Chain of custody sampling and testing:

A. Empaneled agencies for chain of custody sampling and testing.- (1) The Authority shall for the purpose of
chain of custody sampling and testing for specific diseases or pathogens of concern empanel and authorise any
Government or semi- Government Organisations including Indian Council of Agricultural Research - Central
Institute of Brackishwater Aquaculture, National Bureau of Fish Genetic Resources, Rajiv Gandhi Centre for
Aquaculture, Fisheries Universities, and World Organisation for Animal Health referral laboratories and private
agencies, if —

(1) they are accredited by National Accreditation Board for Testing and Calibration Laboratories;

(i) they are qualified at the national or international ring test for multiple pathogens screening;

(iii) fulfill the terms and conditions and other criteria specified by the Authority for such empanelment.

2

A3)

“4)

)

(6)

The Authority shall authorise the empaneled and authorised agencies following a roaster system to collect
samples for testing at specified intervals from the concerned units provided such collection of sample and
testing by an empanelled agency for two consecutive times from any coastal aquaculture unit shall be
avoided to ensure the transparency in the sampling and testing.

The empanelled and authorised agency for chain of custody sampling and testing shall report their test results
as soon as available to the Authority, maintaining the confidentiality of the same.

The samples shall be drawn, stored and tested by the authorised personnel or laboratory of empanelled and
authorised agency and the operator shall not in any way draw the sample and submit for third-party testing
under this programme.

The empanelled agencies shall also be authorised to verify the quarterly in-house biosecurity audit, the in-
house disease screening and their reports.

The Authority shall fix a fee for chain of custody sample collection and testing and pay the same to the
empanelled agencies.

B. Disease surveillance process.- (1) The general guide on the frequency of sampling, sample size and maintenance
of in chain of custody sampling and testing protocol shall be as given in the table below:
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Table-2
Screening Screening frequency SaSr:lt[;le l;:?ltg)aet:; Parameters to be Confirmatory
Number (Days of Operation) . tested screening
Weight. (g)
(M (&) (&) “ 3 ©
I 30 60 2to3 All pathogens listed | Confirmatory
2nd 90 60 22 t0 28 by World screening shall be
3 180 60 50to 53 Organisation for through
4th 360 60 Animal Health and | Histopathology and
5th 540 60 non listed sequencing of
6t 720 60 pathogens of Polymerase Chain
concern specified Reaction products
specific pathogen free accreditation by the Central following detection.
7 900 20 Government for
20 the candidate
gt 1080 species concerned
shall be screened.

(2) The new coastal aquaculture units or facilities shall be scheduled for sampling during the 1st, 3rd , 6th , 12th,
18th, and 24th months and the sample size of initial 3 samplings of the 1st, 3rd and 6th months shall be with
60 sample sets each during each sampling.

(3) Surveillance and testing shall be continued at the 12th, 18th, and 24th months with 60 sample sets during each
sampling to acquire specific pathogen free certification or as specified in Manual of Diagnostic Tests for
Aquatic Animals laid down by the World Organisation for Animal Health or as specified by the Authority.

(4) The sample size, frequency of sampling, Standard Operating Procedure for collection of samples, type,
methodology or procedure and assay of testing shall be as specified in Manual of Diagnostic Tests for Aquatic
Animals laid down by the World Organisation for Animal Health, to be specified by the Authority for each
candidate species and such sampling regime shall include all life stages available at the coastal aquaculture
unit.

(5) Upon successful specific pathogen free accreditation of the coastal aquaculture unit and the stock following
the chain of custody surveillance and testing for a continuous period of two years, it shall be scheduled once
in every six months with 20 sample sets each during each sampling or as specified in the Manual of
Diagnostic Tests for Aquatic Animals laid down by the World Organisation for Animal Health or as specified
by the Authority.

(6) In the event of occurrence of a disease, or on affirmative positive sample set reported by the empanelled
agency or by the operator, the referral laboratory shall be notified at the shortest time possible by the operator
or empanelled agency or the Authority to confirm the same and the operation of the unit shall be suspended by
the Authority pending confirmation by the referral laboratory.

(7) On confirmation of occurrence of any disease or of a confirmative positive sample set by the referral
laboratory, the Authority shall engage with the Technical Advisory Committee and shall subject the infected
coastal aquaculture unit for inspection by a sub-committee of experts to ensure the biosecurity arrangements
and shall cause the coastal aquaculture unit to destroy the entire infected stock and incinerate the same in their
presence to contain the spread of the infection.

(8) In the event of occurrence of disease or of a confirmative positive sample set by the referral laboratory in a
particular compartment, the Authority shall decide on the vigorous chain of custody sampling and testing to
ensure that the other compartments in the coastal aquaculture unit are free from the said infection, provided
there are sufficient biosecurity measures in place to prevent such contamination and any additional fee or
charges as decided by the Authority for the same shall be collected from the operator of the coastal
aquaculture unit.

8. Manner of certification.- (1) The coastal aquaculture units or stocks shall be subjected to the disease surveillance
for the purpose of specific pathogen free certification as illustrated in the Annexure to this Guidelines.

(2) The operator of any coastal aquaculture unit engaged in the production of specific pathogen free stocks of
finfish or shellfish or any aquatic organisms shall apply for the specific pathogen free certification of the
coastal aquaculture unit and stocks contained in it.
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€)

“4)

)

(6)

()

®)

)

The fee or charge for health monitoring, disease surveillance and specific pathogen free certification shall be
fixed by the Authority and shall be paid in advance by the operator of the coastal aquaculture unit concerned
to the Authority.

Candidate species used for stocking in this coastal aquaculture unit must originate from a certified specific
pathogen free coastal aquaculture unit.

In the case of new coastal aquaculture unit or, as the case may be, a unit which resumes its operation after
stoppage due to infection, the coastal aquaculture unit shall be allowed to sell or ship or export the candidate
species as high health stock with health documents on successful completion of three negative sample sets
during the 1st, 3rd and 6th months with 60 sample sets each but such stocks shall not be certified as specific
pathogen free stocks.

On successful completion of the 12th, 18th and 24th months with 60 sample sets each, tested negative within a
continuous period of two years, the stock and the coastal aquaculture unit shall be accredited with specific
pathogen free status.

The accreditation of specific pathogen free status to the coastal aquaculture unit and authorisation to sell the
stocks as high health or specific pathogen free shall be issued by the Central Government.

In the event of occurrence of a disease or confirmatory positive sample set, the specific pathogen free status
of the coastal aquaculture unit and stocks shall automatically stands withdrawn.

The coastal aquaculture unit with a confirmatory positive sample set shall shutdown the operation and follow
the disinfection and dry out process of the compartment or the entire coastal aquaculture unit, as the case may
be, for a period of one month and shall start the operation and the process of health monitoring and disease
surveillance for specific pathogen free certification afresh.

9. Monitoring and regulation :

(A). Coastal Aquaculture Authority.- The Authority shall be the competent authority for the following matters,

()
(i)
(iii

namely: -
empanelment of agencies for the chain of custody sampling and testing;
terms and conditions of empanelment;

) creation of roaster of empaneled agencies for chain of custody sampling and testing;

(iv) fixation of any fee or charges under this programme;

(v)

the sample size, frequency of sampling, Standard Operating Procedures for collection of samples;

(vi) scrutiny of test reports and recommendation;

(vi

(vi

i) coordination and follow up measures in case of a disease occurrence or a positive sample set;

ii) suspension of the activity of the coastal aquaculture unit in the event of a disease occurrence or confirmatory
positive sample set; and

(ix) any other administrative and operational matters.

(B). Referral laboratories.-

(1)
)

)

The Central Government shall notify the list of referral laboratories from time to time.

In order to qualify for participating in the specific pathogen free certification programme, the laboratory shall
be National Accreditation Board for Testing and Calibration Laboratories accredited and shall qualify in the
national or international ring test for multiple pathogen screening of fish and aquatic organisms, unless it is
exempted from such conditions by the Central Government.

The cost of the travel by the authorised personnel of the referral laboratory for the sample collection and
testing shall be incurred by the respective institutions or organisation.

(C). Technical Advisory Committee.- (1) The Technical Advisory Committee constituted by the Central

Government under rule 19 of the Coastal Aquaculture Authority Rules, 2024 shall oversee the implementation
of the health monitoring, disease surveillance and specific pathogen free certification programme.

(2) The Technical Advisory Committee shall assist the Authority in deciding on the matters relating to fixation of

the sample size, frequency of sampling, Standard Operating Procedures for collection of samples, fixation of
fee or charges, constitution of sub-committees for inspection and culling of the infected stocks, suspension of
activity of a coastal aquaculture unit in part or full in the event of disease detection, grievance redressal and
dispute under this programme.
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(3) Appeal, if any, on the decision of the Authority shall be made to the Central Government and the decision of
the Central Government shall be final.

[F. No. j-1903336/2/2024-DOF (E-23648)]
NEETU KUMARI PRASAD, Jt. Secy.
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