HIGH COURT OF MADHYA PRADESH: JABALPUR

No. H,-fi?.é?}:%. Jabalpur, dated 29 /09/202¢
I11-6-6 /84
To,

The Principal District and Sesgions Judge|s),
All in the State (M.P.)

Subject:- Compliance of directions of Honble Supreme Court of
India Judgment dated 14.07.2026 in Miscellanegus
Application No, 1998 of 2026 in Suo Moto Writ Petition
[Criminal) No. 1/2025 and directions regarding the
Committee’s Eeport/Publication/ Handbaook
Wudgments and Gend er).

Sir/ Madam,

Please find enclosed herewith g copy of the Judgment
passed by Honourable the Supreme Court of India dated
14.07.2026 in Miscellaneous Application No. 1998 of 2026 in
Suoe Moto Writ Petition (Criminal) No. 1/2025 and directions
regarding the Committee’s Report / Public ation/Handbook
{Judgments and Gender).

As directed, 1 am to request you to kindly ensure that
the same be immediately uploaded in your District Court websjtes
and circulate the same amongst all the Judicial Officers ynder vour

jurisdiction, %
Encl:- As above, i vl
3 i

MUKESH EAWAT
REGISTRAR District Establishment

Jabalpur, dated 2] /09/2026

Copy forwarded to:-

The Principal Registrar (). Registrar (J-11), Registrar
(T & L), Principal Registrar (IT-CSA) and Director, Madhya Pradesh
State Judicial Academy, Jabalpur for information appropriate

actiomn.
1e? a
}'!I

MUKESH RAWAT
REGISTRAR District Establishment
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All Communications should be . SuFHEIt:E'iﬂ URT OF
addressed o the Registrar, NEW DELHI
Sopreme Court by designation,
BOT by neme D.NO, 39905/2026/X
- D4™ August, 2026
FROM : DEPUTY REGISTRAR Mﬁwﬁgﬂﬂiﬁ Pradesh
SUPREME COURT OF INDIA
18 AUG 7026
TO : 2
H.ﬂ-- Hnr u:gﬁg:rj
1._,./The Reglstrar General, Recelp Clerk

R Madhya Pradesh High Court,
Jabalpur, Madhya Pradesh

In Re: Order dated 17.03.2025 Passed by the High Court of Judicature
at Allahabad in Criminal Revision No. 1449 of 2024 and Anclllary
Issues

Sir,

| am directed to forward herewith, a Certified Copy of the Reportable
Judgment dated 14™ July, 2026 passed by this Hon'ble Court in the matter
above-mentioned for your information, necessary action and compliance.

In compliance of Order dated 14.07.2026, you are hereby requested to
upload the Report/Publication/Handbook of the Committee in your official
website. You are also requested to forward the same to the subordinate
Judiclary under yvour jurisdiction with a direction to upload the same in their
respective official websites.

You are requested to further communicate to the State Judicial Academy,
State Legal Service Authority, District and Taluk Legal Services Authorities to
upload the Report/Publication/Handbook in their respective Official websites.

it




In terms of para 24, all concerned authorities whether judicial,'
governmental or police authority to ensure effective dissemination and
implementation of the contents of this Report/PublicationMandbook and
organise orientation programmes, training sessions, workshops, seminars and
other capacity-building initiatives for all concerned officers and personnel, so
that the principles embodied in the publication are meaningfully understood
and effectively integrated into institutional practice.

Kindly acknowledge and report compliance to this Registry.

Yours faithfully,

wt

DEPUTY REGISTRAR
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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA
CRIMINAL ORIGINAL JURISDICTION

Miscellaneous Application No. 1998 of 2026
in Suo Moto Writ Petition (Criminal) No. 1/2025

In Re: Order dated 17.03.2025 Passed by

the High Court of Judicature at E‘ “}E ?ﬂ"
Allahabad in Criminal Revision Ne,

1449/2024 and Ancillary [ssues

JUDGMENT

SURYA KANT, CJI [Oral)

1. The origins of the present controveray have been well documented and
do not require elaborate reiteration. Nevertheless, to briefly adduce the
factual matrix of the case, this Court considered it necessary to take
cognizance of certain observations made by a learned Single Judge of the
High Court of Judicature at Allahabad in the judpment and order dated

17.03.2025 in Criminal Revision No. 1449/2024. The matter was

G H‘p-mmkﬂw attention of this Court through a letter dated 20.03.2025
Shms S

-

addressed by a forum known as "'We the Women of India’. Upon receipt
of the said communication, the matter was registered and was first taken

up for consideration on 26.03.2025.

2. During the course of the proceedings before this Court, a comprehensive

examination was undertaken of both the correctness of the High Court's

Nitin
Talreja
g l | Page

Bas pA1
mRiaN




decision as well as the propriety of the observations contained therein.
Upon such consideration, this Court found it difficult te concur with the
conclusions reached by the High Court. The impugned judgment was
consequently held to have been vitiated by an erroneous application of
settled principles of criminal jurisprudence. The Criminal Appeals
arising out of Diary Nos. 15692 and 21813 of 2025 were thua allowed,
and the judgment and order dated 17.03.2025 passed by the High Court
was set aside. As a natural consequence thereof, the matter stood
remitted to the Court of the Special Judge (POCS0), Kasganj, for

adjudication in accordance with law,

Having held so, this Court also deemed it appropriate to take notice af a
broader and systemic concern permeating various levels of the justice
delivery system, namely, the need for judicial decisions in cases involving
gsexual offerces to be informed not only by legal principle but also by
sensitivity, compassion, and empathy. This concern assumes particular
significance in matters inveolving vulnerable and/or minor victims and
witnesses, whose engagement with the criminal justice process demands

the highest degree of judicial care and sensitivity.

In this backdrop, this Court observed that judicial decisions must
embody the values of compassion, humanity, and understanding, which
are indispensable to the administration of a fair, responsive, and effective
system of justice. It further emphasised that sustained institutional
measures are necessary to inculcate and nurture a sensitive and victim-

centric approach amongst members of the judiciary, while ensuring that
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court procedures are similarly aligned to uphold the dignity and rights

of those who come before the justice system.

This Court therefore considered it necessary to formulate appropriate
guidelines, informed by the views and recomnmendations of domain
experts, while remaining mindful of the various measures and initiatives
undertaken in the past to strengthen the administration of justice in
cases involving wvulnerable persons. To that end, Hon'ble Justice
Aniruddha Bose, former Judge of this Court and Director of the National
Judicial Academy, Bhopal, was requested to constitute and chair a
Committee of Experts comprising four other domain specialists as
Members. The Committee was entrusted with the task of preparing a
comprehensive report on the subject, '‘Developing Guidelines to Inculoaie
Sensitivily and Compassion infe Judges and Judicial Processes in the

Context of Sexual Offences and Cther Vulnerable Cases'.

Pursuant thereto, Hon'ble Justice Aniruddha Bose constituted a
Committee comprising; (f) Justice Sonia G. Gokani, Former Chief Justice
of the High Court of Gujarat; (i Ms. Anuradha Shankar, Advocate and
Former Director General of Police, Madhya Pradesh; (#d) Dr. Surat Singh,
Advocate, Supreme Court of India; and (fv) Prof. Lucy T.V. Zehol,
Professor, Department of Anthropology, North Eastern Hill University,
Shillong. The Committes 15 stated 1o have been assisted by Dr. Sonam
Jain, faculty member at the National Judicial Academy, and Mr. Shrish
Kailash Shukul, District Judge, Madhya Pradesh cadre, and presently

Officer on Special Duty at the Academy.
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This Court also made certain observations with a view to ensuring that
the propesed Guidelines do not suffer the same fate as similar initiatives
undertaken in the past, Upon reflection, it was recognised that one of the
principal shortcomings of the earlier guidelines on the use of pender-
neutral and non-stereotypical language in judicial writing was that they
were framed with reference to a predominantly anglicised model of court

functioning.

Unlike the common adage goes, what is good for the goose may not
always be good for the gander. While well-intentioned, these previous
guidelines did not sufficiently account for the linguistic and cultural
diversity that characterises the Indian judicial system, particularly at the
District Judiciary and High Court levels, where judicial procesdings and
judgments are often shaped by regional languapes, idioms, modes of
expression, and local context. The present exercise, therefore, sought to
ensure that the proposed Guidelines are capable of meaningful
implementation across the diverse linguistic and institutional landscape

of the Indian justice delivery syatem.

It is important to note at this juncture that this exercise also assumes
significance in improving and enhancing the language generally
employed in the course of court proceedings, and in the drafting of orders
and judgments. The trajectory of legal language has, admittedly,
traversed a rather winding path from where it once stood to where it
stancs today. This is because the language of the courts, and of judges

in particular, was often complex and laden with legalese, rendering it
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11.

difficult for the layperson to comprehend. Over time, however, courts in
India, and this Court in particular, have been mindful of this concern
and have made a conscious effort towards rendering the language of the

courts more accessible to the public at large.

The idea, essentially, is to ensure that people are made aware of their
rights and responsibilities, More particularly, it is important to
acknowledge that when our decisions ultimately have the effect of
altering the course of a person's life, it is imperative on us to ensure that
such decisions are rendered in terms that are understandable to them.
This becomes even more apparent when we turn to some of our initiatives
geared towards making judgments available to the public in regional
languages. Against this backdrop, we need to lay great emphasis on
ensuring that our final decisions are rendered in terms thalt are
approachable, accessible and comprehensible across varying contexts,
&0 that the rich diversity of our country docs not become an impediment

Lo ouir goal of true accessibility.

The Committee was in that regard expressly advised to prepare the
Guidelines in clear and accessible language, capable of being readily
understood by all stakeholders, including laypersons. The Court further
emphasised that the Guidelines should avoid unnecessary reliance on
technical or ebstruse terminology, particularly expressions borrowed
from foreign languapes or jurisdictions, and instead remain firmly
grounded in the social realities and lived experiences of those who engage

with the Indian Justice Delivery System.
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13.

14

Pursuant thereto, the Committee undertook the arduous task of
preparing a set of guidelines that are at once concise, practical, and
comprechensive, with the objective of assisting members of the judiciary
at all levels. In due course, the Committee submitted its report and
accompanying publication in compliance with the mandate entrusted o
it. The publication traces the evolution of gender jurisprudence in [ndia,
highlighting the judiciary's continuing commitment to fostering a more

inclusive and equitable justice delivery system.

The publication further contains a detailed discussion on the legal
framework aafeguarding victims against stereotyping and victim-
blaming, while llustrating the manner in which insensitive cross-
examination and police interrogation may inflict secondary trauma upon
victims and, in many cases, operale as a significant deterrent to their
pursuit of justice. Of particular significance 1z the compilation of
commaonly employved gendered and stereotypical expressions often found
in judicial discourse, juxtaposed with suggested neutral alternatives that
are better suited to legal reasoning and adjudication. The Committes has
thus endeavoured to produce a practical and accessible resource capable
of guiding judicial officers in adopting language and approaches that are

sensitive, inclusive, and consistent with constitutional values.

The publication also furnishes valuable guidance on expressions that are
commenly emploved in different regional and linguistic scttings,
clarifying whether such usage may carry pejorative or discriminatory

connotations and, where appropriate, suggesting more respectful and
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16.

L7,

inclusive alternatives, This assumes particular significance in the
context of references to transgender persons and persons of diverse
sexual orientations, gender identites and expressions, and sex
characteristics (SOGIESC), where the use of accurate and dignified

terminology is integral to safeguarding individual dignity and equality.

The publication concludes with a dedicated section on conducting court
proceedings with greater compassion and sensitivity, setting out
practical measures to ensure that judicial processes are responsive to
the needs of wvulnerable persons while preserving the fairmess,

impartiality, and integrity of the adjudicatory process.

This Court places on record its deepest appreciation for the painstaking
efforts of the Committee in preparing this publication. The work reflects
carcful deliberation, sensitivity, and a keen appreciation of the realities
of the Indian justice delivery system. Owing to its lucid presentatiorn,
practical orientation, and ease of reference, the publication serves as a

valuable ready reckoner for judicial officers at every level,

We are accordingly [ully satisfied that the publication merits acceptance.
The same is approved and shall serve as a guiding resource for members
of the judiciary, particularly while dealing with matters involving sexual
offences and other cases concerning vulnerable persons, Its adoption is
will indeed promote greater consistency, clarity, and sensitivity in

Jjudicial discourse, while ensuring that the language and processes of the
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18.

19.

courts remain anchored in the values of dignity, compassion, and

empathy.

At the same time, we consider it necessary to clarify that the use of
appropriate, inclusive, and sensitive language is an evolving exercise and
cannot be regarded as having atteined fAnality. As societal understanding
continues to develop, so too must the language emploved by courts in

the discharge of their judicial functiona.

The present publication must, therefore, be treated as the
commencement of a continuing institutional endeavour rather than its
culmination. It shall remain incumbent upon the judiciary, and
particularly upon this Court, to periodically revisit and refine these
standards 80 &% to e#nsure that judicial discourse across the country
remaing  consistent with consttutional values, reflects sensitivity
towards all stakeholders, and speaks in a coherent and harmonious

voice.

In view of the loregoing, we direct the Registry of this Court to ensure
that the publication is upleaded onto the website of the Supreme Court,
and that copies thereol are circulated to all High Courts for =imilar
upload on their respective websites, as also for onward dissemination to
the District Judiciary functioning within their respective jurisdictions.
Copies shall likewise be circulated to all Trbunels and other quasi-
Judicial bodies, who may upload the same on their respective website(s),

if ary,
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22,

Similarly, the aforesaid handbook shall be published by the National
Judicial Academy and all State Judicial Academies on their websites,
Copies of the handbook shall further be forwarded to the Union and State
Law Departments; to the National Legal Services Authority, as also the
State, District and Taluk Legal Services Autharities; and to the Ministry
of Women and Child Development, Government of India. Regional
translations of the handbook also be circulated amongst relevant

academicians, law universities and law colleges.

The Directors General of Police and the Directors (Prosecution) of all the
States are also directed to implement the handbook, and to issue
mmstructions to all police stations within their respective jurisdictions to

abide by its contents while registering an FIR or filing a chargesheet,

The publication shall serve as a mandatory puiding resource in matters

involving sexual offences and other cases concerning vulnerable persons.

We further direct all concerned authorities, whether judicial,
governmental, or police authorities, to take appropriate steps to ensure
the effective dissemination and implementation of the contents of this
publication. Te that end, they may organise orientation programmes,
lraining sessions, workshops, seminars, and other capacity-building
initiatives for all concerned officers and persennel, so that the principles
embodied in the publication are meaningfully understood and effectively

integrated into institutional practice.

9| Page




27.

Before we conclude, it is necessary to address an issue that was brought
to light during the proceedings. Ms. Shobha Gupta, learned Senior
Advocate, informed this Court that certain observationa made by the
High Court of Judicature at Patna, in its judgment in Criminal Appeal
(SJ) No, 775/2013, are in direct contravention of the ratio and legal
principles  established in our prior order dated 10.02.2026.
Consequently, the Registry is hereby instructed to seek guidance from
the Hon'ble the Chief Justice of India, on the administrative front,
regarding whether it is neceasary for this Court to register fresh suo motu
procesdings in this matter,

With these directions; the matter stands disposed of.
Ordered accordingly. Pending applications, if any, stand disposed of in
the above terms.
(SURYA KANT)
B R e T e lJ-r
(JOYMALYA Bﬁﬁﬂﬂl'
(V. MOHANA)
NEW DELHI;

JULY 14, 2026
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Context

Since the days written languages became part of our civilization, it
has helped us in expressing our thoughts in writing to cover a wide section
of population, But privileged groups within society have also found ways
to make it a tool of empowerment and also an instrument of denigration to
retain their high position in the society. Language gained super-prominence
after the printing press was invented in 1492 and has been witnessing
quantum jump in its reach and power with digitalization. Human thoughts W
travel far and wide with these developments. Directly or indirectly, the
deep-seated prejudices within the societal hierarchy also travel to distant
places through modern means of communication. Gender is one of the
fundamental source of discrimination and denigration in all societies
subsisting in the world. But where there is discrimination, it is natural
human response to resist, and such resistance has given rise to reform
movements which history will testify. The legal systems often play a vital ‘
role in the process of resistance. Judges have spoken in different ways,
addressing the problem, and the use of certain words or expressions often
helped us to gauge or assess the overall attitude of the society in gender-
related controversies.

The 505 and 60s of the last century witnessed caste, color, and class- .
related controversies dominating the courtrooms across the world, along
with gender. In fact, since the 19th century, the gender issue has been
engaging political thinkers and social reformers, but that was mainly a
binary controversy involving men and women. From the middle of the 20th
century, however, sexual discourse has gone beyond binary and has become
a point of discussion in open platforms. Greater presence of women in
workplaces also gave rise to various forms of exploitations that the law
courts were called upon to deal with. A new jurisprudence combining
empathy and a rights-based approach has since emerged mainly through

T
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courts. Cases of Vishakha Nargesh Meerza, Githa Haritharan Naz
Foundation, are some of the decisions coming from our Hon'ble Supreme
Court which reflect the integration of this new jurisprudence into our legal
system.

Omne challenge that was initially not anticipated while the gender
Jurisprudence was developing was the role of the complainant as the victim.
Gender related cases required a sensitive and empathetic judicial approach.
Specifically in relation to allegations of sexual offences, graphical

. representation of the offending act in course of rial in an open courtroom
often resulted in traumatizing the victim, making her relive the moment in
an open lorum. A sexual assault, unfortunately, is still treated as a crime of
a different genre, and it still prevails as dormant prejudice in many cases
that a victim is also complicit in some way, That is why, often, the defense
lawyer, in the course of a trial, tries to highlight the dress, or general
appearance of the victim as also the time and location at the time of the

. offence.

Facing cross-examination by a lady victim of a crime of this nature
often act as deterrent for her to make a complaint. A graphic description of
the offending act in a judgment multiplies the victim's frauma. This is where
empathy of the criminal justice system is a vital necessity in gender related

. crime. Empathic ability, sociologists would advise, is an innate trait but can
be advanced with awareness and practice. For inculcating sensitivity and
empathy at all levels, in all cadres, along with imparting traming of
substantive laws, the judges would also require to be trained on soft-skills.
Emotional Quotient would have to supplement Intellipent Quotient in
discharge of judicial function.

In Sue Moto Writ Petition Criminal No. 1/20235, a bench presided
over by the Hon'ble the Chief Justice of India, Surya Kant, with Justices
Joymalya Bagchi and N, V. Anjaria, had initiated Swo Mote proceedings
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upon an order by a High Court involving allegations of the commission of
offences under Section 376 of the Indian Penal Code 1860 and Section 18
of the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act 2012 (POCSO). In
the order of the High Court, a certain graphic descriptions of the offending
act was given. The High Court had modified the summons order, revising
the offences to be under a lesser charge under Section 354B of the Indian
Penal Code and Sections 9 & 10 of the Protection of Children from Sexual
Offences Act 2012, The judgment of the Hon'ble Supreme Court was
delivered on 10" February 2026. (W

After dealing with the order of the High Court on merit the Hon"ble
Supreme Court was pleased to direct:

Y17 Ms, Gupia and Mr. Phoolka, learned Senior Counsel, have,
apart from pointing owt the legal flaws in the impugned judgment, also
urged this Cowrt to take cognisance of the insensitivity reflected in the
impugned judgment towards the plight of the minor givl, who is alleged to .
have been the victim of sexual offences. They submit that there have been
various imstances of impassive judicial decivions, across different levels of
the judiciary, where judges and judicial officers have jailed to imbibe
compassion and empathy in the manner of handling maiters involving
sexual offences, especially when it comes to vulnerable and'or minor .
victims and witnesses. In this vein, the learned Senior Counsellcounsel for
the parties have pleaded that certain guidelines may be laid down by this
Court fo prevent such issues from arising in the future.

18, We find some strength in the issues raised before us. The judicicl
system, as a cohesive framework, is designed to deliver justice and
savisfaction to citizens who seek redressal of their grievances before it To
meet such an objective, our efforts must not only be grounded in the sound
application of comstitutional and legal principles bt also foster an
environment of compassion and empathy. The absence of either of these
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cornerstones would prevent judicial institutions from properly performing
their critical duties.

19. No judge or fudgment of any court can be expected to do
complete justice when it is inconsiderate rowards the joctual realities of a
firigant and the vulnerabilities which they may be facing in approaching o
court of law, Our decisions as participants in the legal process, from laying
down the procedure that shall have to be faced by common citizens to the
final fudgment passed in any given case, must reflect the ethos of
compassicn, lrumanity, and undersianding, which are essential for creating
a fair and effective fustice system.

20, There is no doubt that some action is reguired 1o be laken to
inculcate and nurture an inherent sensitivity and discermment inio the
approach of members of the judiciary, as well as into the accompanying
court procedures. Various steps, in this direction, have also been taken by
the Constitutional Courts of this country, from time to time, on the judicial
as well as administrative side. It seems, however, that the efforts thus far
have not borne the fruit that was expected,

21. That being so, we are hesitant to undertake, at this stage, a fresh
and unguided attempt to lay down any guidelines, without the benefit of a
comprehensive understanding of the pust endeavours of such nature
undertaken by the different Constititional and statutory bodies, the on-
ground results of such efforts, and the varying scope of problems faced by
victims and complainants i similarly sensitive cases. An attempt of this
kind alsa should not be undertaken withowt the valuable opinions and
suggestions of different domain experts, which, in our judicial experience,
does not intuitively emerge out of litigative proceedings.

22. For this purpose, we request the National Judicial Academy,
Bhopal, through ity Director, Justice Aniruddha Bose, and jormer Judge of
this Court, to constitute a Committee of Experts. The Committee of Experts
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shall be presided over by Justice Bose as Chairperson and shall comprise
Jour other domain experts as Members, which may include practitioners,
acadermicians, and social workers.

23, We reguest the Committee of Experts to prepare a comprehensive
repori on the matter of ‘Developing Guidelines to Inculcate Sensitivity and
Compassion into Judges and Judicial Processes in the Context of Sexual
Offences and other Vidnerable Cases’. The Committee shall consider the
previous measures underigken, whether on the judicial side or the
administrative side, to achieve such goals, as well as the varying resulis "
seen on the ground through the implementation of such measures. Further,
after taking into account such previous endeavours and the variety of on-
ground experiences faced by different stakeholders across the judicial
system, prepare comprehensive recommendations. These recommendations
shall be in the form of 'Draft Guidelines for the Approach of Judges and the
Judicial System When Dealing with Cases of Sexual Offences and other o
Similarly  Sensitive  Occurrences  Involving  Vulnerable  Fictims,
Complamants, and'or Witnesses .

24, The Committee shall, while preparing the report, bear in mind
the linguistic diversity of our nation. There are various examples of
offensive words and expressions, the wuse of which would ordinarily .
constitute an offence under our penal laws, but they are openly spoken by
members of our society in local dialects, ostensibly because af the absence
of a clear understanding of the offensive nature of such saying. It shall be
highly appreciated if the Committee, as a part of its repori, ix able to identify
and compile such words/expressions, from different languages, so that they
do not go wnnoriced, and the complainants/victimy are empowered 1o give a
hetter and fuller narrative of the trauma imdergone by them.

25. While doing so, the Committee of Experts must remind fiself that
the primary beneficiaries of these Guidelines are the victims/complainants,
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majority of whom are children, women of tender age, and members of
villnerable sections of society. As such, the Committee shall ensure that the
Dvaft Guidelines are devised in a manner so that they may be understood
and utilized easily by such persons, irrespective of their background and

MEns.

26, To this end, we recommend thar the Commiitee of Experis
prepare, preferably the entire report, and in any case at least the draft
guidelines, in simple language comprehensible 1o laypersons, whose

.. inreresis the guidelines seek to protect, The guidelines, we expect, will not
be loaded with heavy, complicated expressions borne from foreign
languages and jurisdictions. They must be contextualised in the real and
lived experience of the stakeholders in Indian judicial process, with divect
reference to the ethos, values, and social fabric of our cowntry.

27. The Committee may even consider preparing translated versions
. af certain public-facing sections of the guidelines. The objective is to fully
explain the various concepts to all readers, irrespective of linguistic and

legal proficiency.

28. We may also clarify that we, in ro way, seek to restrict the
Committee of Experts on the aspect of the volume of the drafi guidelines.
. When an attempt is being made to explain and clarify the different concepis,
rights, procedures, and best practices to be followed, the Committee must
ensure that the report s comprehensive gnd exhaustive, including
appropriate  and adeguate explanations and illustrations  wherever
RECESSATY.

29, The Commitiee of Experts shall be at liberty 1o seek the
assistance of other experis on this matier, such as linguistics academicians,
prosecutors, (itigators, social scientists, and counsellors, as if deems
RECESSATY,
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30. The Registry of this Cowrt is directed to forward a copy of this
order to Justice Bose, and we reguest him to constitute the Committee of
Expers, preferably within a period of two weeks. Counsel for the parties
are permitted to file written submissions, charis, lisis, and other documents,
which may be of relevance 1o the Committee, with the Registry of this Court
within two weeks. These documenis, along with a complete ser of rthe
paperbooks of all these matters, shall be forwarded to the Committee,
thereafter, for its consideration.

31. The Chairperson and the Members of the Committee of Experts '.
shall, for their valuable time and efforts, be paid such honorarium as may
be determined by Justice Bose, for which necessary funds shall be provided
by the Supreme Court of India.

32 We requesi the Commitiee of Experis 1o complete iis
deliberations and submit a report to this Cowrt, preferably within three
months. w

33. Having passed these directions, we are of the considered opinion
that the suc motu writ petition regarding the order dated 17.03, 2025, which
we have already set aside, need not be kept open. As and when the
Committee of Experts is able to jurnish its report to this Court, the same
would be taken up in a holistic manner, not specifically in the context of a .
single case. To that effect, the Registry is directed, upon receipt of the report
Sfram the Committee of Experts, to place the same before Hon 'ble the Chief
Justice of fndia on the adminisirative side for appropriate instructions.

I4. Hence, in terms af the directions issued hereinabove, the instant
sua moiy case stands disposed of, Pending imerlocuiory applications, if
any, alsoe stand disposed of’ "'

The present publication has been made in pursuance of the
directionz of the Hon'ble Supreme Court of India. A committee was

e
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constituted by the undersigned comprising of Hon"ble Ms. Justice Sonia G.
Gokani, Former Chief Justice of the High Court of Gujarat, Ms. Anuradha
Shankar, Former Director General of Police, Madhya Pradesh, Dr. Surat
Singh. Advocate, Supreme Court of India, and Prof. Lucy T.V. Zehol,
Professor, Department of Anthropology, North-Eastern Hill University,
Shillong. The committee was assisted by Dr. Sonam Jain, faculty member
at the Mational Judicial Academy in completing the work. Mr. Shrish
Kailash Shukul, a District Judge of Madhya Pradesh Cadre presently Officer
on Special Duty at the Academy also provided inputs and administrative
support to the committee.

We had also sent a questionnaire to all the State Judicial Academies
mainly to get response from various stakeholders of the criminal justice
system for their understanding of court language. The stakeholders were
Judicial officers, witnesses and victims and they were approached through

the District Legal Service Authorities. The composite response is Annexure
[ to this publication.

[t was unigue task before the committee to undertake a work of this
nature. The committee tried its best to capture the wrnting style of
judgements in relation to gender related issues and highlighted them, but a
publication of this nature cannot permanently act as guideline as language
evolve continuously. Words spoken on the streets cannot make its way into
judgements directly. In gender related cases, judgments have to be founded
on which should be built upon empathy and sensitivity and it would be also
for the members of legal community as whole, to collectively create a
language ecosystem which would weed away the offensive or undesirable
words or manner of description of certain acts. It is also of critical
importance that judges and lawyers employ, sanitized expression in legal
proceedings, so that victims get comforted in a court of law rather than
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being harbouning apprehension of being traumatized. Use of appropriate
expressions can help in eradicating deep-seated gender-based prejudices.

The committee is grateful to the Hon'ble Supreme Court for being
given this opportunity. This exercise, the members of the committee feel,
will inspire and encourage thinking persons in other walks of life to bring
gender neutrality and sensitivity in their respective fields. The committee
also would like to thank all the State Judicial Academies for their support
for this publication.

Justice Aniruddha Bose
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Gender Jurisprudence in India

Through a continuous judicial process, the judiciary in India has
consistently expanded the scope of gender justice while dealing with these
issues. The jurisprudence evolved through court decisions highlight
protection of dignity, bodily integrity, equality and privacy. The courts are
playing a transformative role in dismantling patriarchal stereotypes,
recognizing intersectional vulnerabilities, strengthening workplace and

. institutional safeguards from dominant gender harassment. This led to the
recogmition of reproductive and sexual autonomy, affirmation of the rights
of women, children. transgender persons, and queer ¢communities/non-
binary in a gender neutral manner. Over the vears several judgments
collectively reflect the judiciary’s ongoing commitment towards building a
maore inclusive society.




S. | Name of the | Factual Brief | Principle from the Judgment
No. | Case iwith of the Hom'ble Supreme
Year) Court of India reflecting the
transition of Gender

Jurisprudence

1 | Yuosuf Abdul Challenge to The Hon'ble Supreme Court
Aziz v. State Section 497 upheld the constitutional
of Bombay IPC (adultery | validity of special provisions
(AIR 1954 5C | law) on for women under Article
321) grounds of 15(3), recognizing that

gender substantive equality may
discrimination. | require protective measures in
(section 497 of | favour of women.

IPC has

subsequently

been struck

down in the

case of Joseph

Shine as serial

no. 13 in this

table)

2 | CB. First woman in | Court condemned sex-based
Muthamma v. | Indian Foreign | service rules and affirmed
Union of India | Service equality in public
(19794 5CC | challenged employment, stating married
2600 discriminatory | women cannot be put on a

promotion/sery | worse footing than married
ice rules. men.

-,
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5. | Name of the | Factual Brief | Principle from the Judgment
No. | Case (with of the Hon’ble Supreme
Year) Court of India reflecting the
transition of  Gender

Jurisprudence

3 | Tukaram v. Rape of a Public outcry led to reforms
State of minor girl in in rape laws, shifting focus to
Maharashira police custody; | survivor-centric interpretation
((1979) 2 8CC | accused and statutory changes
143) acquitted due | regarding consent and

Lo restrictive evidence.
TEAsONIng on
consent.

4 | Arr India v, Air hostesses | The Court held pregnancy-
Mergesh challenged based termination rules
Meerza rules arbitrary and unconstitutional,
((1981) 4 S5CC | mandating calling such provisions an
333) retirement on mnsult to womanhood.

marriage’pregn
ANCY.

3 | Bharwada Rape The Court held survivor's
Bhoginbhai survivor’s testimony does not require
Hirjibhai v, testimony corroboration, recognizing the
Stale of guestioned for | social stigma of reporting
Gujarat lack of sexual violence.

((1983) 3 SCC | corroboration,

217)




5. | Nameofthe | Factual Brief | Principle from the Judgment
No. | Case (with of the Hon'ble Supreme
Year) Court of India reflecting the
transition of Gender

Jurisprudence

6 | State of Punjab | Rape The Court emphasized (in-

v. Gurmit SUrVIvor's camera) proceedings, privacy
Singh ((1996) | privacy and protection, and survivor
2 5CC 384) digmty during | dignity, noting no woman
trial at issue. would humiliate herself by
making a false allegation.

T | Vishaka v. Sexual The Court framed the Vishaka
state of harassment of | guidelines for workplace
Rajasthan social worker | sexual harassment at
((1997) 6 SCC | at workplace. | workplace, affirming gender
241) equality includes protection

from such harassment.

§ | Sakshiv. NGO sought The Hon’ble Supreme Court
Union of India | child-sensitive | directed adoption of child-
((2004) 5 SCC | courtroom sensitive adjudication to
518) procedures for | prevent trauma to child

sexual offence | victims.
| trials.

9 | Anuj Garg v. | Challenge 1o The Court held legislation
Hotel law barring should be assessed by its
Association of | women from impact, not just aims, and
India ({2008) 3 | working in struck down exclusionary
SCC 1) venues serving | provisions as unconstitutional.

alcohol.
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S. | Name of the | Factual Brief | Principle from the Jud gment
No. |  Case (with ‘of the Hon’ble Supreme
Year) Court of India reflecting the
transition  of  Gender
Jurisprudence
| 10 | Suchita Pregnant The Court affirmed
Srivastava v. woman with reproductive autonomy as a
Chandigarh intellectual facet of personal liberty,
Administration | disability linking it to dignity, bodily
. ({2009} & SCC | sought integrity, and privacy,
1} autonomy over
abortion.
11 | National Legal | Recognition of | The Court constitutionally
Services transgender recognized transgender
Authority v. persons’ legal | identity, affirming dignity and
., Union of India | rights. directing affirmative
({2014) 5 8CC measures for inclusion.
438)
12 | Joseph Shine | Challengeto | The Hon'ble Supreme Court
v. Union of criminalization | struck down adultery law as
India ({2019} 3 | of adultery unconstitutional and rejected
' SCC 39) law. patriarchal notions of
| 13 | Indian Young | Women The Court held exclusion
Lawyers challenged based on biology violates
Association v. | exclusion from | dignity and equality, and
State of Kerala | entering asserted constitutional
((2019) 11 Sabarimala morality prevails over
SCC 1) temple. patriarchal customs.
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S. | Name of the | Factual Brief | Principle from the Judgment |
No. | Case (with of the Hon'ble Supreme
Year) Court of India reflecting the
transition of Gender
Jurisprudence

14 | Secretary, Women The Court rgjected
Ministry of officers sought | stereotypes about women's
Defence v. permanent roles and held women cannot
Babita Puniva | commission in | be denied equal opportunity
(20200 7T SCC | the Indian on the basis of physiological
469} Armmy. or social assumptions.

15 | Lt Cel. Challenge to | The Hon"ble Supreme Court
Nitisha v, facially neutral | recognized indirect
Union of India | standards in discrimination and advanced
((2021) 15 army selection. | substantive equality
SCC 125) Jurisprudence.

16 | Aparna Bhat v, | High Court had | The Court directed judges 1o
State of made avoid gender stereotypes and
Madhya stereotypical prohibited suggestions of
Pradesh remarks and marriage/compromise in rape
{(2021) 3 SCC | suggested Cases.
247y COMPTomise in

Tape case.

17 | Attorney High Court The Hon ble Supreme Court
General for acquitted set aside the interpretation,
India v. Satish | accused under | holding child protection laws
({2022) 5 5CC | POCSO based | must be purposively
543} on “skin-to- interpreted.

skin™ contact.
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8. | Name of the | Factual Brief | Principle from the Judgment
MNo. | Case (with of the Hon’ble Supreme
Year) Court of India reflecting the
transition of  Gender

Jurisprudence

18 | Patan Jamal Rape and The Court recognized
Vali v. State of | murder of a intersectiomality,

Andhra Dalit woman. | acknowledging compounded
Pradesh discrimination based on caste,
((2021) 16 gender, and disability.

SCC 225)

19 | State of Use of two- The Hon'ble Supreme Court
Jharkhand v. finger test in condemned the test as
Shailendra rape regressive and irelevant to
Kumar Rai examination, consent, directing it must not
((2022) 14 be conducted.

| SCC 299)

20 | X v. Principal | Unmarried The Court held unmarried
Secretary, Woman women are equally entitled to
Health & challenged reprodluctive autonomy and
Family denial of recognized marital rape for
Weifare Dept., | abortion after | limited purposes.

Delhi ((2023) | 20 weeks.
9 8CC 433)

21 | Deepika Singh | Denial of The Court recognized that
v. Central maternity leave | families in contemporary
Administrative | for non- society exist in diverse forms
Tribunal traditional and rejected stereotypical
((2023) 13 Family assumptions regarding
SCC 681) | structure, caregiving and family roles.
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S. | MName of the | Factoal Brief | Principle from the Judgment
No. | Case (with of the Hon'ble Supreme
Year) Court of India reflecting the
transition  of  Gender

Jurisprudence

22 | Suprivo @ | Petition for The Court declined
Supriva legal recognition but reiterated
Chakraborty & | recogmtion of | queer rights to dignity,

Anrv. Union | same-sex autonomy, and protection
of India (2023 | marriages. from discrimination.
INSC 920)
23 | In Re: Alleged | Institutional The Hon'ble Supreme Court
i Rape and response to emphasized institutional
Murder sexual violence | accountability, safe working
l Incident of a against a environments, and survivor
Trainee Doctor | doctor. dignity.
{2024 INSC
| 613)

24 | Dr. 3ohail Turisdictional | The Court clarified ICC’s
Malik v. Union | challenge to jurisdiction extends across
of India (2025 | ICC under departments and must uphold
SCC OnLine POSH Act. the remedial intent of the
SC 2751) POSH Act.

25 | Vaneeta Complaint of | The Court recognized that a
Patnaik v. continuing hostile work environment
Nirmal Kanti sexual may be continuing
Chakrabarti harassment at | harassssing, requiring
(2025 INSC work. SUrvivor-sensitive
| 106) interpretation under POSH

Act.
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S. | Nameof the | Factual Brief | Principle from the Judgment |
No. | Case (with of the Hon'ble Supreme
Year) Court of India reflecting the
transition of Gender
Jurisprudence
26 | Nipun Saxena | Protection of The Court reinforced the
v. Union of identity and statatory prohibition on
India ((2019) 2 | privacy of disclosure of the identity of
SCC 703) victims of rape survivors and issued
. sexual comprehensive directions to
offences. protect their privacy and
dignity throughout the
criminal justice process,
including in judicial records
, and media reporting.
. | 27 | Manisha An elected The Court recognized that
Ravindra wWoman legal and administrative
Panpatil v. Sarpanch was | actions against women elected
State of disqualified representatives may
Maharashtra from office on | sometimes be rooted in
(2024 INSC allegarions that | patriarchal resistance to
. T62 she resided in a | women exercising authority,

house

encroaching on
g{.wi:mment
land.

particularly in rural
governance structures,

Note: The above rable is only illustrative and not exhaustive of the extensive

jurisprudence developed by the Hon'ble Supreme Court of India in advancing
gender fustice and constitutional equality,
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Legal Protections against Victim-Blaming

Indian law already contains rape-shield protections to safeguard surviors
against victim-blaming. It reinforces the principle that consent must be
judged on the circumstances of the alleged incident, not on the survivor's
personal history. It helps prevent secondary victimization during trial,
upholds the dignity and privacy of survivers, and encourages more victims
1o report crimes without fear of character assassination. Section 146 of the
erstwhile Indian Evidence Act barred any insinuation about a complainant’s
sexual reputation or character. In State of Jharkhand v. Shailendra Kumar
Rai', stressed this point that a woman's “sexual history is wholly
immaterial™ to rape allegations, and it is “patriarchal and sexist” to suggest
she cannot be believed merely for being sexually active.” The court noted
that Section 33 A of the Indian evidence Act explicitly makes a victim’s prior
sexual experience “not relevant” to consent in a rape trial.” Likewise, the
Allahabad High Court recently condemned a lawyer’s attempt to call a rape
survivor “a woman of easy virtue,” holding such attack on character to be
“wholly irrelevant™ and expressly barred by law®. In short, Indian courts
now reaffirm that a survivor’s reputation or past has no place in determining
the credibility of her testimony.”

T [2022) 14 S0OC 209

% Patrisrchal & sexisl to nssume that 8 sexuafly active woman cannot be raped; Anvone
conducting  “two-finger’  test  will be  guilty of  misconduct:  8C;
frip ffwww oo ine. comblog past 2022/ 110 L twe-finger-test-banmed-sexuall-active
wamen-can-le-raped-guilly-misconduct-supreme-cours-legal-updares-research-guideiings -
inchad W— b= BLE T MERO0EET,

{id. (The said provizsion is incorporsted in Section 48 of the Bharativa Sakshva Adhiniyam
(BSAY 2023)

Bechan Prasad v. State of U_P. and Another, 2006 AHC2 1013

Allahabod HC pulls up advocate for calling mpe victim a woman of “easy virue™; savs It
vinlates dignity & pravacy under Article 21,
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This aligns with international rape-shield standards, For example, Federal
Rules of Evidence in the U.S. forbid introducing a complainant’s sexual
behavior or predisposition in most sexual assault cases.® Such rules, and
Article 5 of CEDAW (Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women.) 1979, recognize that asking about a
woman's private life only perpetuates myths and deters reporting.

Cross-Examination and Sexual History

In practice, victims are often subjected to harassing cross-
. examination designed to plant doubt. Maximum trauma is faced by the
victim after the offence reaches trial stage. Judges have begun to rein in
such tactics, For instance one recent decision, ordered an immediate end to
the notortous “two-finger test” and remarked that whether a woman is
“habituated to sexual intercourse™ is “irrélevant” to determining rape’, The
Court emphasized: “Nothing could be further from the truth, & woman's
. sexual hivtory is wholly immaterial while adiudicaring whether the accused
raped her”'. It noted the probative value of her testimony “does not depend
upon her sexual history,” and that treating her as dis-believable for being
sexually active is “patriarchal and sexist™.

Indian trial courts are also bound by provisions that limit the line of

' questioning to be adopted by defence lawyers towards the victims. Under
the Bharatiyva Sakshyva Adhiniyvam, 2023 (BSA) Section 154 and 155

empowers the court to conirol over indecent/scandalous questions and
insulting/annoying questions to be put forth during examination. In practice

Rrips e seconline comhiloppost NGO DS rape - iver-cloraciar-assasrinaiion-
allatabhad-for®: - feer=The %20 o8 Miad ded Y6200 %2 Marm o Sa 2 0the 2 202600 22

= Rube 412, Sex-Difence Cases: The Yictim,
Ketps Awvrn lawloornell edvdalesffredruile 41 24— et =28 I I 0P rokibited 120 Uises pr
oeeeding*e20fmvadung ol Palleped®a e M2 s condct

T Lillu (& Rojesh v, State of Haryana, (2013) 14 3CC 643
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this means lawyers cannot use labels like “easy virtue” or allege promiscuity
to discredit a victim. Indeed, courts routinely strike down such insinuations
as irrelevant. For example, the Bombay High Court rejected the argument
that a teenager’s two boyfriends justified her rape. It was observed that “a
woman may be having easy virtue but that does not mean all and sundry can
take advantage of this fact. She has a right to say no™. The Hon'ble Supreme
Court held that Even if the prosecutrix, in a given case, has been
promiscuous in her sexual behaviour earlier, she has a right to refuse to
submit herself to sexual intercourse to anyone and everyone because she is ‘,
not a vulnerable object or prey for being sexually assaulted by anyone and

':H":I}"GIIC.E

Contrasting Judicial Sensitivities: Progressive
Approaches and Persistent Prejudices

For the purpose of the study the committee analyzed 125 Trial Court &

Judgments from across the country and taken assistance from all the state

Jjudicial academies. These judgments gave a mixed picture about the

perceptions and mind-set and also the approach of a judge while deciding a

matter. There were cases where judges were highly sensitized towards the

victim, witness, and vulnerable groups, like they were alert to the @
vulnerabilities of women and children. They prioritized the rights of the

victim and balanced the social interest at the same time.

In State of Punjab v. Guemit Singh”, a landmark 1996 judgment of
the Honble Supreme Court of India, directed trial judges to actively protect
victims during testimony and that courts should not sit as silent spectators
while the victim is subjected to embarrassing, insulting or intimidating

¥ State (NCT of Delhi) v. Pankaj Chaudhary, (2019) 11 SCC 575
PO[I906) 2 SCC 384,
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questioning. Judges did understand that women are reluctant to report such
incidents and were conscious enough to intervene in between when the
cross-examination goes beyond the ethical standard. The judgments reflect
a modemn, gender-sensitive judicial approach which not only talks about

sentence but also focus on compensation, rehabilitation and society as a
whole.

The other side of the story is where the terms and phrases like why
were you there at that time? Why were you wearing this Kind of clothing?
Why were you not accompanied by any men? Why did vou report so late?
are frequently used. In matrimonial cases, when women approach the police
for registering a complaint, they are asked in disbelief, "Why now?" After
s0 many years, you have children; this happens in a marriage. You are so
well-off, dressed in a particular way, Is your story real? Women are
bombarded with questions like this. Not just the police station, the same
kind of trauma thev face in some one stop centers, by support persons, in
jails, hospitals, etc.'"”. The court is the only place where a judge listens to all
such problems. Women speak up in court only in the hope that the judge
would do something to save their honor and dignity. The judge has the
power to control his court; directing the staff’ to offer basic courtesies by
offering a chair and water. A judge must be a little more alert and vigilant
while the victim is deposing, Make sure that unnecessary people should be
moved out just to make her more comfortable. Not just her words but her
body language should be observed by a judge.

Across all levels of the justice delivery system—be it the police
station, hospital, one stop crisis center, or courtroom—mwomen survivors of
violence face a range of discriminatory, insensitive, and victim-blaming

W Ingaes for Guidelimes for 4 Gender-Just Justice Svatem With Feference To Women Survlvors of

Violence, Abuse & Exploitation = {Note Prepared through a Consultative Process with Civil
S-ﬁui.ﬁt_'f G.l:uupr::] B]- State Women 's Commizsion, ."-'Iadh}wa Pradesh
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statements. Survivors are routinely met with remarks such as, “Ghar & baat
hai, ima kyva ho gava? (It is a matter of home, what happened so much?)”
or “Samyhauta kar lo, ghar bach jayega, (Make a compromise, your house
will be saved.)” trivializing their experiences of violence and pressuring
them to compromise. Police and other authorities often question their
appearance with comments like, “Lipstick laali lngakar complaint likhwane
aayi ho? (You have come to lodge a complaint wearing lipstick.)” or cast
doubts on their intentions, saying “Aay kal & auratein drama karti hain
{ Wamen these days are dramatic_).” Survivors are also asked irrelevant and .
intrusive questions about their personal life and conduct, for example, “Aap
iss tarah kapde pehen kar rehti hain? (Do you keep dressing like this?)” or
“Aap ka behaviow kaisa hai ghar mein? (How is vour behavior at home?)”
These statements, instead of building the survivor's confidence, further
traumatize and deter them from seeking justice. '’

Testimonies within the guidelines highlight the reality of these experiences,
One survivor shared how, after suffering visible injuries, she was made to .
wait at the hospital and questioned about her “behaviour at home™ before

being examined. Another testimony from a trans-person stated being forced

to strip for “identity verification” and being pressured to sign false

statements, while also being mocked and denied access to family or

respectful treatment. Such namatives underscore the systemic barriers and .
the patriarchal attitudes survivors must confront at every stage, especially

those from marginalized backgrounds who face additional caste, class, or
gender-based discrimination.

' Inputs for Guidelines for a Gender-Just Justice System With Reference To Women Survivars of

Viedence, Abuse & Exploitation — (Mote Prepared through a Consultntive Procsss with Civil
Society Groups) By State Women's Commissien, Madhya Pradesh,
Inputs for Guidelines for a Gendes-lust Justice System With Reference To Women Susvivors of
Violence, Abuse & Exploitation — (Mote Prepared through a Consultative Process with Civil
Society Groups) By State Women's Commission, Madhya Pradach,
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The Hon'ble Kerala High Court'? in December 2024 Mat. Appeal No. 706
of 2024 delivered a judgment, stating that clothing is a form of self-
expression, being part of an individual's identity or an expression of general
aesthetics. It is unpardonable and impermissible in any civilized society to
judge a woman solely based on her clothing or to draw conclusions about
her virtue or modesty, as such judgments are rooted in nigid notions of
patriarchy. The sartorial preferences that a woman makes are her own
choice, which cannot be subjected to moral policing or assessment,
particularly by courts.”

B OO v, XXXXX, 2024:KER:91 898
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Rule against stereotyping: A transition to
Gender Just Society

Judicial approaches in India have consistently rejected the use of
gender-based stereotypes in adjudication, particularly in cases involving
sexual offences and gender justice.,

i InAparna Bhat v. State of M.P', the Hon'ble Supreme Court held that
courts must avoid stereotypes relating to a victim's clothing, lifestyle,
marital status, or sexual history, emphasizing that such factors are 'ﬁ
irrelevant to consent or credibility and underscoring the need for judicial
sensitivity training. It was held that stereotypical judicial observations
undermine faimess and victim confidence, requiring courts to maintain
neutrality and avoid extraneous social assumptions.

ii. In Sanghmitra v. State'®, it was further clarified that professional
identity or gender cannot form the basis of judicial presumptions. .

The exclusion of sexual history and character-based reasoning has been
reinforced through statutory and doctrinal developments. Judicial
condemnation of stigmatizing language is also reflected in Bodhisatrwa
Gautam v, Sublira Chakraborty’, which addressed the seriousness of
sexual violence and the impact of societal biases on victims. The Hon'ble .
Supreme Court in Aparna Bhat further clarified that consent cannot be
inferred from clothing or prior sexual conduct, rejecting the “good
woman/bad woman™ dichotomy,

Constitutional jurisprudence has also dismantled stereotypes embedded
in laws governing marital and gender roles. In Joseph Shine v. Union of

% Bunre
13 3034 DHC 2524,
BB 190 1500 490

-
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India'’, Section 497 IPC was struck down for treating women as passive
and subordinate, thereby violating Articles 14 and 15. Similarly, Shayara
Bano v. Union of India'®, invalidated triple talaq for perpetuating gender
inequality, while Navrej Singh Johar v. Union of India™, held that laws
enforcing heteronormative gender roles are unconstitutional, grounding
anti-stereotyping in equality and privacy rights. In Yash Pal v. Stave of
Haryana®, the Punjab and Haryana Court acknowledged that criminal law
cannot reinforce differential standards of sexual agency for men and

. WOTTIETL.
Procedural safeguards also reflect this anti-stereotyping approach. In,
State of Punjab v. Gurmit Singh®’, emphasized the relevance of in camera
trials to prevent reputational harm and stigma. The Sexual Harassment of
Women at Workplace Act, 2013 further institutionalizes protection against
humiliating or stereotyped questioning, recognizing such violations as
implicating fundamental rights under Articles 14, 15, and 21. Intemational
. guidance, imcluding CEDAW-based principles and the Bangkok General
guidance for judges on Applying Gender Perspective in South and Southeast
Asia (2022), cited in Aparna Bhat, also directs judges to avoid rigid notions
of a “real victim™ and adopt context-sensitive evaluations.

The evolution of anti-stereotyping jurisprudence is marked by explicit

. overruling of earlier decisions. In Joseph Shine®?, the Hon'ble Supreme
Court overruled Sowmithei Vishnu v. Union of India®?, rejecting notions of

women as the property of husbands. Likewise. Novief Singh

{20193 3 5CC 34,

B 0 TRsCC,

W [2018) 10 5CC 1.

N CRWPFMGE0Z02 1 3024:FHHC: | LE245-DE
I Supre

2 Supra

T AlR 1985 5C 1618
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Jokaroverruled Suresh Kumar Koushal v. Naz Foundation®™, affirming
that constitutional morality must prevail over outdated social norms that
enforce gender and sexual sterentyvpes.

#2017 18CC 79
B of2014) | 5CC
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Gendered/Stereotype Language in
Judgments and Alternatives

It has been a |longtime concem for judges in India to avoid
masculinity in deciding cases, as the basis or reasoning in judgments. There
is @ mistaken notion that masculinity is a natural phenomenen — a notion
which the judges are actively confronting now. Sensitive judicial language
is therefore not merely a matter of politeness; it is essential to ensuring
fairness, dignity, and impartiality in adjudication.

The need for sensitivity becomes even more urgent in cases
involving women and children, especially in light of the increasing
prevalence of cnimes such as sexual assault, domestic violence, harassment,
and abuse. Women in India continue to face systematic discrimination,
sexual violence, domestic abuse, and hamssment. In such circumstances,
insensitive courtroom remarks or judgments that rely on stereotypes may
discourage victims from reporting offences or participating in the justice
process. Judicial attitudes in sexual assault cases involving unconscious
women have often reproduced “rape myths” and questioned victims'
credibility rather than focusing on the accused’s conduct®™®. Such language
can re-traumatize survivors and reinforce social prejudice instead of
promoting justice.

Since courts are institutions entrusted with protecting constitutional
values, it is incumbent upon judges to adopt language that is respectful,
neutral, and free from stereotypes. Sensitive judicial expression strengthens

26 Elizebeth A Sheehy, “Judges and the REeasonable Steps Requirement: The Judicinl Stance on
Perpetration Against Unconscious Women” in SEXUAL ASSALLT IN CANADMA: LAW,
LEGAL PRACTICE AND WOMEN 'S ACTIVISM (University of Onawa Press, 2012) 483 at
4B3-4R5.T7
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public trust, protects the dignity of vulnerable individuals, and ensures that
the justice system reflects principles of equality and human rights.

In the case of Phul Singh v. State of Haryana®'| there are issues with
both the words used by the Court and the way it decided on the sentence, if
looked through gender justice lens raises concern.  Accused of the crime
was said to be motivated by "sex stress" and other phrases may be
considered inappropriate today. Use of sensitive expressions has become a
critical component in judgment writing on gender related cases in
contemporary jurisprudence, .'

‘The following glossary 1s curated after analyzing the 125 Trnal Court
judgments and we have also added some common words which are
stereotypical and may be avoided. It outlines problematic or outdated
phrases found in these judgments and suggests neutral alternatives that can
be used in legal contexts.

Traditional/Problematic Neutral, and legally appropriate '
Phrase alternatives
The body of women as play Violated bodily avtonomy of
groungd complamant(sy'victim(s)
Helpless woman; helpless survivor / Complainant

female .’

Where women are honoured, there | Avoid religions/cultural references;

the gods rejoice focus on legal rights

It destroys the very soul of a Crime caused severe trauma to the
helpless woman survivor

Vietimzation, soul destroyed Survivor experienced harm/trauma

(197914 SCC 413
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Traditional/Problematic MNeutral, and legally appropriate
Phrase alternatives
Female members/persons (for Victim / Survivor / Complainant
VICHms)

Gold digger {economic motive)

Avoid speculation; focus on evidence

Suffering from psychological
NEUrosis

Survivor may experiencing
tranma/distress

e L
Woman in non-permissive

| society

Person in a conservative society

| Allow women to walk freely

All individuals have right tomove
freely and safely

Self-respecting woman

Women may be used without any
adjective

Poor helpless minor girl Minor victim / Child survivor
Homonal changes, desire, Avoid physiological explanations
temptation unless absolutely necessary

She was enticed away (good faith)

Accused Jured/abducted victim by
gaining trust

Honour, Avoid “honour”shame™; focus
shame on surviver's rights

Victim of another person’s Victimfsurvivor of sexual

lust assault/violence

Stigma as inevitable consequence

Focus on justice/rehabilitation

Outraged the modesty

Sexuval assault/violation of
bodily autonomy

Serious health consequences

as a female

Serious health consequences for
the victim/survivor
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Traditional/Problematic Neutral, and legally appropriate
Phrase alternatives
Permanent impact on girl's life Survivor may need ongoing

support; focus on recovery

Last her chastity Survivor's bodily autonomy was
violated
No hue and cry, traveled Avoid victim-blaming; focus on
Calmly (1o describe post occurance | facts ‘
behavior of the victim)
Gullible or obedient daughter Minor / Child victim
She was a consenting party Consent 15 not legally valid for
mMinors
Tutored child Child witness; avoid assumptions
about influence .
Bid 1o defile chastry Act of sexual assanlvviolation of
ANLONOMY
Fueled by lust Sexual violence; avoid attributing
crime to “lust™
Prosecutnx Victim / Survivor / Complainant .
Degrades the soul of the Causes severe harm to survivor

helpless female

Spoiled her childbood ¢ The crime had serious consequences;
ruined life focus on support

Minor girl/child Child victim / Survivor

Satisfy his illicit lust Committed sexual assault /

violated the law

e e el el T el T e e e T L L L, T S S e e -




e

Traditional/Problematic Neutral, and legally appropriate
Phrase alternatives
Haunt throughout her life Survivor may face ongoing
challenges

Physical relationship (for
rapefassanlt)

Sexual assault / rape (if the offending
act 15 non- consensual and/or victim is
4 minor)

Disrobing {unless provided in the
statute)

Forced removal of clothing (part of
sexual assault)

Status and prestige of family
15 at stake

Focus on harm o vieum/ survivor;
avoid “honour” shaming

Scars left remain lifelong

Survivor may need ongoing
support; focus on recovery

Helpless female

Survivor

Her private part/chest/ vaging,

Use neutral medical/legal terms, refer

vichim girl to child/survivor

Accused acted as with his Focus on age difference &
granddaughter power dynamics, not family
Destroyed life, betrayal, Survivor expenenced severe
shameful conduct harm

Modesty Bodily autonomy

Otfends esteem/dignity Violation of survivor's bodily

autonomy and rights

Girl child is vulnerable

All children are entitled to protection
under the law

L B
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Traditional/Problematic Neutral, and legally appropriate
Phrase alternatives

Sex slave Survivor subjected to repeated
sexual violence/exploitation — while
being kept under control

Brothel keeper Perpetrator of trafficking/sexual

Exploitation (the term brothel may be
used if statutorily necessary)

Sterling character {victim’s Character evidence is irrelevant in
character) | sexual offences
Lust satisfaction Act of sexual violencefassault;

| Prudent attribute - avoid trivializing

crime
[literate/rustic wimess | Witness (mention education only if
legally relevant) .
Whore (derogatory term) | Survivor / Victim
Inability 1o control emolions, Avoud rationalizing crime; focus
male-dominated society on accountability/law

In several cases, courts are required to deal with situations where people
having relationship with person other than spouses. Live-in relationship
petween persons who are not formally married has acquired some element
of recognition.

In such situations particularly in relation to women terms like Concubine,
Kept/Keep, and Mistress may be avoided. Pariner would be the ideal
substitute which would extend to same-sex relationship also. Otherwise, the
expression girlfriend (in relation to women) may also be used.

e e L e o e e T = ™
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Words like prostitute, call girl, fallen women and escort are widely used in
common parlance but may be substituted with the word sex worker as it
more accepted and recognised term by International Labour Organisation

(ILC) also. However, the word prostitute may be used only when statutorily
needed.

For person with different sexual orientation LGBTQLA+ is an umbrella term
which is used. The term homosexual is in common use but may be
substituted by “Gay'. For women *Lesbian’ is still an acceptable term. For
third gender — in North India the word Hijra is used, in Tamil Nadu
Thirunangai refers to a transgender woman, and Thirunambi refers to a
transgender man. In Kamataka Jogappa is used in gender-diverse
communities. These are implicitly pejorative and now the term which is
acceptable and dignified is intersex. It might be advisable 10 uses these in
court languages. Now, the term SOGIESC (An acronym for sexual
orientation, gender identity, expression and sex characteristics) is gaining
acceptance.

In this regard it may be worthwhile to refer to UNICEF publication on
gender  equality fitled ‘Glossary of terms and concepts’
{https:/"www.unicef oro/rosa'media’l 761 file/Genderglossarviermsandeon
¢epts, pdf) which carries an exhaustive list of taking into account sensibility
of various region of the world.
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Compassionate Court Practices

The Indian judiciary 1s moving from a traditional, accused-focused
system to one that centers on victims—protecting their privacy, dignity, and
mental well-being. The aim is to reduce secondary victimization and
supporting them until they are fully rehabilitated. This marks a shift from
just punishing offenders to help victims heal and recover simultaneously.
Victim compensation scheme 201% (Annexure II) is one such step and .'
various welfare statues also provide directions in that regarnd

From the time the matter of this nature reaches the Court of Sessions
Judge/ the Courts of Judicial Magistrates, the Presiding Officer needs to
inquire from the Investigating Officer whether the directions issued in case
of Delhi Domestic Working Women's Forum v Union of India™® are
followed in providing services of Legal Assistance to the vietim, Police is .
also under a duty to inform the victim of her right to representation before
questioning her and also to state the same in its report.

Directions categorically obligates the Investigating Officer to ensure
supporting a rape victim right from the time of filing of FIR till the end of
the case. This can be extended to the victims of other nature of serious .
crimes

If Legal Assistance is not provided or no Advocate is engaged by the
victim privately or the Presiding Officer is not satisfied with the answer of
the 10, the Court either requires to direct such measure directly to the
District Legal Service Authorities and it can also direct the superior officer
of 10 to ensure following of such directions with the insistence of written
compliance by the 1O within 48 hours,

W {1995) 1 SCC 14
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Periodical monitoring on empanelment of Advocates at the level of
police stations in aid of the victims of sexual assault in the District through
monthly meeting of the Principal District Judge, the Superintendent of
Police and Secretary DSLA can better administer the issue. Alternatively, a
written monthly report be sent by the Superintendent of Police to the
Principal District Judge, ensuring due compliance of this necessity.

Victim/ Witness Protection measures

Presiding officer ought not to wait for the application of the victim

. or of vulnerable witness as it is the legal obligation of the Presiding Officer

o ensure victim/witness protection, In Mahender Chawla v Union of

India®, the Hon'ble Supreme Court approved the Witness Protection

Scheme, 2018 which was formulated by the Ministry of Home Affairs,

Government of India. Under this scheme the witnesses were categorised in

A, B and C category as per threat perception. In Sakshi v Urion of India™,

. victim-centric and child-friendly approach to the recording of evidence in
sexual offence cases was understood

Pre - trial Victim Counselling

This is a vital mechanism to alleviate anxiety and add to confidence
building. Trial judges ought to ensure that wvictims undergo such
. counselling.

In camera trial

Trials in sexual offences and sensitive matters need 1o be held in
camera, Section 366(1) of BNSS, 2023 prescribes that the courts must be
open to the Public for the purpose of trying any offence. Exception to this
is provided in Sub Section(2) the trial of Rape or any offence under Sections
64, 65, 66, 67, 68, 70 or Section 71 of Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita [ BNS) or

B (2019 14 SCC 615.
Ho2004) 5 80C 518
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under Sections 4,6,8,10 of Protection of Children from Sexual Offences
Act, 2012 where the trials are to be conducted in camera. Printing or
Publication of any material relating to the same is though prohibited, it is
made permissible subject to maintaining confidentiality of names and
identity. Identity of victim is impermissible to be disclosed in any
proceedings and only initials or pseudonym is permitted as held
in Nipun Saxena v. Union of India™.

Witness as a Guest:

Witnesses are crucial for justice and should be treated as guests by
the court. However, many witnesses suffer long waits and poor treatment in
court, which can discourage them from testifying. Courts ought to treat
witnesses with respect and ensure their needs are met. The travails of the
wilnesses in Indian courts has been described by the Hon ble Supreme
Court in the case of State of U v. Shambhunath Singh™® in the following

passage. o

“*Witnesses tremble on gefting summons from courts, in India, not
because they fear examination or cross-examination in courts but because
of the fear that they might not be examined at all for several days and on all
such days they would be nailed to the precincts of the courts awaiting their
chance of being examined. The witnesses, perforce, keep aside their .
avocation and go to the courts and wait and wait for hours to be told at the
end of the day to come again and wait and wait like that. This is the
infelicitous scemario in many of the courts in India so far as wimesses are
concerned, It is high time that trial courts should regard witnesses as guests
tnvited (through summons) for helping such courts with their testimony for
reaching judicial findings. But the malady is that the predicament of the
witnesses is worse than the litigants themselves. This case demonstrates the

N (2019) 2 SCC 703,
¥ 2001(4) 8CC 667
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agony and ordeal suffered by witnesses who attended a Sessions court on
scveral days and yet they were not examined in full. The party who
succeeded in dodging examination of such witnesses finally enjoved the
benefit when the Sessions Court acquitted them for want of evidence. The
only casualty in the aforesaid process is criminal justice.” *

This principle applies with more vigor and strength in criminal cases
mnasmuch as most of such cases are decided on the basis of testimonies of
the witnesses, particularly, eye-witnesses, who may have seen actual

. OCeurrence/crime.

Freventing Secondary Victimization

Re-victimization, particularly in cases involving sexual offences,
domestic violence, child abuse, workplace harassment, and gender-based
violence, refers to the repeated trauma suffered by survivors due to
insensitive institutional, legal, medical, social, or investigative processes

. after the original incident. Judges must avoid asking stereotypical or
blaming questions and should not force victims to interact with accused
persons. The judge’s proactive role creates a safer environment for victims.
It can further be prevented by following a trauma — informed judging, avoid
repeated questioning. maintain confidentiality and clear communication.

. Court should have clear comprehensive polices and accessible support
system. Also, promote awareness and education campaigns for public for
reducing stigma and misconceptions about the victim. A strict prohibition
on gendered and moral commentary,

In the case of Aparna Bhatt v. State of Madhva Pradesi™ | the
Hon'ble Supreme Court directed the judges to refrain from asking
stereotypical questions. Neither victim blaming language in the orders nor

B 2001(4) SCC 667.
¥ Supra
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any conditions in bail that forces the victim to interact with the accused need
to be reflected for the “proactive role” of the Judge alone can ensure the
safe environment.

Proactive Judges and Cross-Examination

Maintaining a balance of Protecting Victim during deposition and
particularly when under cross- examination while ensuring the rights of the
accused is utmost essential. The Hon'ble Supreme Court has directed
establishment of Video link or testimony behind the screen to avoid any .
traumatic confrontation with the accused in case of Sakshi v Union of
Indier™ for child witnesses or vulnerable witnesses, prior to the enactment
of POCS0O Act, 2012, Judges must also control inappropriate questions,
especially aboul the vietim's sexual history, and ensure these are only asked
if strictly necessary.

POCS0O Act and Child Protection laws in India

Pre-recording of child’s statement shall have to be by a woman
officer at the child’s residence or at a place of child’s choice as per section
24 of the Act and without the child seeing the accused. Direction of granting
“Support Persons™ to the Child from the point of lodgement of FIR for )
interacting with the Police machinery, medical officers and hospitals, to
avert re-victimisation, was provided by the Hon’ble Supreme Court in
Bachpan Bachao Andolan v. Union of India™®, It also mandates trial to be
completed within one year from the date of teking cognizance.
Establishment of Vulnerable Witness Deposition Center has streamlined
various issues and many of laudable provisions can be employed in the trial
of serious offences under BNS Act.

BF2004) 5 8CC 518
¥ 2033 SCC Online SC 1031,



L

e

i i i ey B e B e e S

Points for Considerations
1. Fact-based references

Judicial reasoning should be based on evidence and not stereotypes,
assumptions, or moral perceptions about the victim’s conduct or
character. Courts should rely on testimony, medical evidence,
forensic material, and surrounding circumstances.

In State of Punjab v. Gurmit Singl’”, the Hon'ble Supreme Court
., cautioned courts against being influenced by myths and stereotypes
in sexual offence cases.

. Caution with terms like “outraging modesty™

Though the expression forms part of the statutory framework, it

should be used cautiously as it may reflect morality-based or

patriarchal notions. The focus should remain on dignity, bodily
. autonomy, and viclation of personal integrity.

In Rupan Deol Bajaj v. KPS Gill*® the Hon'ble Supreme Court
interpreted “modesty™ in the context of a woman's dignity.

3. Trauma-informed language may be used; no resistance is not
equal to consent

Absence of injuries, delayed reporting, or lack of resistance does not
imply consent. Victims may respond differently to trauma. Courts
should avoid adverse inferences based on stereotypical expectations
of vietim behavior.

T{1996) 2 SCC 384,
B (1995) 6 SCC 194
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In Kaini Rajan v. State of Kerala™, the Hon’ble Supreme Court held
that consent must be voluntary and unequivocal.

4. Gender-neutral, survivor-centric terms

Language should dignified and inclusive and avoid reinforcing
gender stereotypes. Survivor-centric terminology recognizes the
experiences of all affected persons.

In National Legal Services Authority v Union of India®. the
Hon'ble Supreme Court emphasized dignity and equality for all ‘
gender identities.

5. “Child™ or “minor” for victims under 18

Under the POCSO Act, every person below 18 years is legally
recognized as a child: Child-sensitive terminology reinforces the
protective framework of the law.

In Eera v. State (NCT of Delhi)*’, the Hon’ble Supreme Court .
reiterated the child-centric object of the POCSO Act.
6. “Victim"™ or “survivor,” not “prosecutrix™

The term “prosecutrix” is procedural and impersonal. Expressions
such as “victim” or “survivor”™ are more sensitive and dignity- .
oriented.

In Aparna Bhat v. State of Madhya Pradesh™, the Hon"ble Supreme
Court stressed the importance of gender-sensitive judicial language.

W (2013)9 8CC 113
W [2014) 5 SCC 438
Y2017 15 SCC 133
Fupra
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% Language ought to be child-sensitive

Judicial language must refrain from sensationalism, moralistic
observations, or stigmatizing expressions, particularly in matters
involving children.

In Sakshi v Union of India®™, the Hon'ble Supreme Court
emphasized child-sensitive procedures to prevent secondary
victimization.

. 5. Focus should be on autonomy, consent, and child rights

Judicial reasoning ought to prioritize bodily autonomy, informed
consent, dignity, and the best interests of the child rather than
notions of morality or honor. In Suchita Srivastava v. Chandigarh
Administration®, the Hon'ble Supreme Court recognized personal
autonomy as part of Article 21.

. 9. Recognize psychological and physical trauma

Sexual offences may result in enduring emotional and psychological
trauma apart from physical harm. Courts must adopt a trauma-
imformed approach while assessing evidence and evaluating the
conduct of the victim.

. In State of Karnataka v. Krishnappa™, the Hon'ble Supreme Court
recognized rape as a violation of dignity and human rights.

4 [I004) 5 SCC 518
W 009) 9 SCC |
4 (2000) 4 SCC 75
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Terms to be avoided

1.

Cad

All forms of victim-blaming

Victim-blaming is a part of rape culture where the responsibility is
totally shifted to victim by questioning her conduct, lifestyle,
clothing and delay in reporting and past relationships.

In Srate of Punjob v. Gurmit Singh™, the Hon'ble Supreme Court
cautioned against doubting wvictims on the basis of social

stereotypes.

Terms like “bashfulness.” “honour,” or “sanctity™

Words like these are deeply ingrained in patriarchal thoughts that
link woman's worth with their sexual purity or family reputation.
Courts should instead focus on dignity, autonomy, and constitutional
rights.

In Aparna Bhat v. State of Madhya Pradesh’, the Hon'ble Supreme

Court directed courts to avoid gender stereotypes and inappropriate
observations in judicial orders,

Terms like “helpless female™

Women are not weak, dependent or lack agency, expression like
these reflects gendered mind set. Court should look women as rights
bearing individual with equality and dignity.

In Joseph Shine v. Union of India*, the Hon'ble Supreme Court
emphasized dignity, autonomy, and equal status of women under the
Constitution.

&5
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4. Generalizations about complainants

Courts should not assume that women or victims behave in a
uniform manner after trauma. Reactions 1o sexual violence differ
from person to person. Judicial findings must be individualized and
evidence-based.

In Bharwada Bhoginbhai Hirjibhai v. State of Gujarar®™, the
Hon'ble Supreme Court rejected stereotypical assumptions
regarding the conduct of victims of sexual assault and clarified that

. victims testimony does not require corroboration, recognizing the
social stigma of reporting sexual violence.,

s Honour/shame and chastity stereotvpes

Such words showcase discriminatory attitudes and take violence as
an oflence against reputation to the family, Courts should focus on
consent and rights.

In State of Maharashtra v Madhukar Naravan Mardikar™®, the
Hon'ble Supreme Court held that even a woman of “easy virtue™ is
entitled to privacy and dignity.

. Assumptions of exaggeration by women or families
. Courts should not presume that allegations are fabricated or

exaggerated merely because they concern sexual offences. Such
assumptions perpetuate distrust toward victims and families.

In State of Himachal Pradesh v. Raghubir Singh,”' the Hon'ble

Supreme Court held that minor mconsistencies should not
overshadow the substance of the victim’s testimony.

f (1983} 3 SCC 217
B{1991) | SCC 57
St (1993) 2 SCC 622
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T Judgmental or sexualized descriptions

Judicial language should remain neutral and professional and must
not contain unnecessary comments about appearance, lifestyle, or
sexual history.

In Vishaka v State of Rajasthan™, the Hon'ble Supreme Court
emphasized protection of dignity and gender equality at the
workplace and in public life.

8. Terms like “lust™ ]
Such words not only showcase but implicitly accepts the
uncontrollable desire of men as 4 natural phenomenon but also it

weakens the acts. Courts should instead use legally precise terms
such as “sexual assault,” “sexual violence,” or “offence.”

In State of Karnataka v. Krishnappa™, the Honble Supreme Court
recognized rape as a violation of dignity and fundamental rights .
rather than merely a crime of passion.

g, Biased, stereotypical, or blaming language

Language of any judgment should be free from bias and prejudice.
Care should be taken to preserve the dignity of the survivor, The

language used should never be blaming: instead, it should be .
empowering, as language is the most important tool for
CMpoWerment.

In Aparna Bhat v. State of Madhya Pradesi™, the Hon’ble Supreme
Court specifically directed judges to refrain from using patriarchal
stereotypes and insensitive observations in cases involving women.

2 Supra
B (2000) 4 SCC 75
¥ Supra
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Training and Sensitivity

Sensitivity is an ongoing process that should be learned regularly.
Training brings sensitivity towards victims, witnesses, and all vulnerable
groups. In st Judges® case, S.P. Gupta v. Union of India . the Hon'ble
Supreme Court contemplated training for making the Presiding Judge
independent of himself,

“But if the fudiciary should be veally independent something
meore is necessary and that we have to seek in the Judge
. imself and not owtside. A Sudge should be independent of
himself. A Judge is a human being who is a bundle of
passions and prejudices, likes and dislikes, affection and ill
will, hatred and contempt and fear and recklessness. In order
to be a successful Judge these elements showld be curbed and
kept uncler restraint and that is possible onlv by education,
. fraining, continued practice and cultivation of a sense of
humility and dedication to duty. These curbs can neither be
bought in the market nor injected into the human system by
the written or unwritten laws. [f these things are there even
if any of the protective measures provided by the
Constitution and the laws go, the independence of the
'. Judiciary will not suffer. But with all these measures being
there still a Judge may not be independent. It is the inner
sirength of Judges alone that can save the judiciary. "

* 1981 supp SCC §7




Annexure |
Report on Feedback Questions
Regarding Court Proceedings
1. Do you understand the legal proceedings and the language used
by the lawyers and Judges in Courts in your case/matter?
Responses: 6
. Yes: 86.4%
. No: 7.1%
. A little: (not specified in chart)
. Most of the times: (not specified in chart)
A large majority (86.4%) of respondents reported that they .

understand the legal proceedings and the language used by the
lawyers and judges in court.

2, Whether judges explain to you the court proceedings in an easy

and understandable language during the proceedings of your

case? a
Responses:

. Always: 69.3%

. Sometimes: 25.7%

. Never: (not specified in chart)

Most respondents (69.3%) indicated that judges always explain the
court proceedings in an easy and understandable language, while
23.7% said this happens sometimes.



LR Do you find the Judge and lawyers sensitive and empathetic
towards you during the Court proceedings?

Responses:
. Always: 59.3%
. Never: 9.3%
» Mostly: 23.6%
. A few times: 7.9%

. A majority (59.3%0) feel that judges and lawyers are always sensitive

and empathetic, with 23_6% reporting such behavior "mostly’.

+. Do you feel that you are being heard by the Judge?

Hesponses:
. Always: 66.4%
’ MNever: (not specified)
. . Mostly: 25.7%
. A few times: (not specified)

66.4% of the respondents feel that they are always heard by the
judge. and 25.7% feel that they are mostly heard.

5. As per your own case experience, what do you think can improve
. Presiding OfTicer’s (Judge’s) interaction and communication
with you?
. Use of clear, simple language and less legal jargon.
- More time for parties to express concerns.
. Greater transparency, regular updates on case progress, and
clear explanations for adjoumments,
- Avoiding routine or mechanical handling of cases, especially
sensitive ones (e.g., under Section 498A [PC, Domestic
Violence Act).
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. Strict accountability for any misconduct,

. Improved coordination and patient listening,

. Separate walting areas for victims and witnesses.

. Conduct proceedings in local language where possible,

. Politeness, respectful behavior, and supportive environment.

. (a) Do you feel intimidated/scared at any point in the Court as a
victim or witness?

Responses: a
. Yes: 17.1%
" MNo: 82.9%

Mlost respondents ($2.9%) do not feel intimidated or scared in court.

(b) When and where and why?

v Intimidation was cited during cross-examination, aggressive 0
questioning, or due to unfamiliar environment.
. Some felt intimidated by senior advocates or because of
pressure from the opposite party,
. Delays, repeated adjournments, and lack of seriousness also
contributed to negative feelings. -
. Some respondents found the environment supportive and did

not feel inhmidated.

7. Who do you think can protect/help you in that critical time?

Responses:
. Prosecutor: 12.9%
¥ Judge: 14.3%
. Defence Lawyer: 7.9%
. Police: 12.1%
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(Government/Organization/Institution): 52.9%

More than half believe that other persons or institutions {besides
prosecutor, judge, defence, or police) are most helpful in critical

times.

8. Are you aware of Witness Protection Scheme under new law?
Has the Judge made you aware of that which includes right 1o
he protected, rehabilitation, compensation, etec.?

. Responses:
. Yes: 19
. MNo: BO.

A significant

A%
T

majority (B0.7%) are not aware of the Witness

Protection Scheme or have not been made aware of it by the Judge.

9. What are the

challenges that you are facing in the Court as a

. victim or witness?
. Many respondents reported no major challenges.
. Commeon challenges include:
v Repeated and unnecessary adjournments
. v Lack of seriousness and accountability by lawyers
v Lack of communication and updates
v Emotional, mental, and financial hardships due to
delays
v Lack of separate waiting rooms for victims and
wilnesses
v Pressure from police and opposite counsel
¥

e e B L

Public shame and stress in recalling traumatic
incidents
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v Lengthy trials and prolonged justice process
v Some reported supportive and cooperative
procesdings.
10, Anyv other suggestion/feedback to make the Criminal Justice
System robust and victim/litigant friendly?
v Speedy and timely trial and disposal of cases.
v Simplitied legal processes and better guidance/support for

victims. .

¥ Greater accountability for delays and professional
misconduct.

¥ Separate wailing rooms and proper victim protection,

v More awareness about legal rights and welfare schemes.

v Improved coordination between police, prosecution, and

courts. .

¥ Friendly. respectful behavior by all stakeholders.
v Periodic legal education and awareness programs,

v Ensuring that every case is concluded within a reasonable
timeframe.
i Some respondents are satisfied with the current svstem and .

reported no suggestions.

Feedback on court proceedings indicates that most people view the
Justice system positively, A large majority (86.4%) understand legal
processes, 66.4% feel heard by judges, and 693% find
Judges’communication clear. Over half believe judges and lawyers are
empathetic, and many do not feel intimidated in court. However, there are
notable issues, especially regarding awareness and support for victims—
80.7% are unaware of the Witness Protection Scheme, and many report
delays, adjournments, poor communication, and emotional stress.
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Respondents suggest simplifying legal language, speeding up cases,
increasing judicial transparency, and ensuring institutional accountability,
Owerall, while the system is accessible and respectful, it requires reforms to
improve efficiency, victim protection, and procedural sensitivity, making it
more effective and user-friendly.
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Victim Compensation Scheme, 2018

Annexure 11

National Legal Services Authority

F2010, Jam Kopger Hipese, Fakjshan Kopd Moa Dolhi
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S heptar™ or a “Sab-Schame™ within the canting Viclan Componeaiion Bchame Tor vicling of
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The Cemnmmmes dracted Past — O of the Vietems Compensotion Schoeise pnd monced
sngeslionsvommens [om sorions cabeholder on the draft Taking ivo comsiderstion e
sumgetions cumineets, he Cosaaines hae Goaleod ihe Compenssiion Sobemse far womon
ViclimaSmelvors of Sexual Asssliiether Ceilme ad shmitted the sanie Sefiere 1he
Huzn M Supresnd Colrs of Didia o 2404 3013

Ruhiisaionn e iriads Belore the Hin Tee Panicli dnd sther sikalinldem wie alsn
hemrd on 100520 Addfiom] ssgesdsom rotéved dunng e hesneg were also .
incurporated and [Bnal Scheme vean Rled Bélore @ Hoo'ble Segeane Coiml of Indis on
1T EINTR O this day. afler hestregg NS and L Amilous Cunse. Hon sbe Bencly s
pleased o scvepl this Schemie and direcied o the Sute Governness/ LT Audminisirsiom jo
implessent the sasn2 in their ressective Stakea LT

oeble Supwemse Cour® ol [ndie futher observed thet whifz notlung shomld ba takan
ey froms this Schemse, it & degs nal preciads the Blate OovermesenteUT Admnssmtions
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The Chepter contningd m This pesl shall by called “Compmmmtion: Scheme Tor YWiamem
Victima'sorvivers ol Beyual dssalbather Crimes™
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L SHORT TITLE AND COMMENCEMENT

Iy Thin  Chapler mar be caed  the Dompenstbn Schesme  fur Women
Vet ms =i rviiors of Seqizal AsaiBiniber O 2008

i3 K sEall come o Tiree on the dade an and vl ordgrad ba Tlon"bla Sopeiera Cours of
Bnidia

[3) B shall spply i3 1he vieime and iheir dependdnla) wha have sulfered lims, sgury, os
Thie cawe pmay b, o poresiel of the elaece oomunied sl Wi reguics rehabiBabiom

I DEFINTTTONS

] B U Clappier, amleis the oomien oy 152 PeqLies. —

(4] "ol e e Dhde ol Crimimal Prodedise, 197341 of 1974k aF “Sanhile™ mesns
Tt Blvartin Sagarik Surskisha Sunbitn, I023.

o) ~Dhepreed et ” indludas hshand, lather, wotr, grandparoits, urmamiad donghier ond
minor childen ol the victim s didernrisad by tle Stale Laped Sarvioes -l|.|.||.|.'\.:.|-||_=. o
hwirict Legal Berviesw Sanhecily ap the baais of the epor of e Sebe Divisions
Mupatreag of the soncemnd srapSiation Hooss Officer Imvedtigasing Offcer o an the
b of material pliced an record by The depemdents by way of affidavit oron it o
EPaqUiry.

{9} “IHstriet Legal Services Authority " o (e Dol Legal Sovices Asuihorit’
[DLSA womatituied undar section 9 ofthe Legal Seovices Authiorties for, T3 Ao 25
ol 158 for a Disrict of the Maikmal Capital Terivory of Dailil.

[} “Farmi” mears Beem agpandad 1o the S8uwne a8 applazahls bn s Chapiar,

i) “Fumd’ mioare Stata fand e vietim compensaon fund comstinned ander the S

Witein Conipemalion Sohema.
M Centrsl Fend® meoea Fends received from CVOF Scheme. 2014

i) “Winreen Victin Comgensabion Fusd' — meam p leesd segragated for daborsanem
for veornen vigiim, o of §ene ¥iorlm Cosgeensarion Fund el Cestea] Fund

[T ivkele tnit St Fietim Covapamusiion Fard, & paparate Jasb deeosnt thall be mainnrme

s @ el o hal faiger fund which sball gomiadn he fansds somiriimies’ nader CT0FE

Scheme b WAL TR0 contrbared i Ml Fuad s feow ey recoremd from e

Ry Mk | gt bnnn Fuindd wilych bl b aiifiacd ey for wicfrmy covened wnder eie

ey

th] “Cervermmemi® mwans Sate Oovernment” whserever e Sime Vitliss Compensation
Sohermie oo the Brate Voot Cotispeascation Pend i s coniest ped "Comtral Sovenmmaent’
whsrgver Conbrall Govamimenl Victes Coppensafion Fand Schema in in okt il
et il LT

NALEAN Uompensatios Schaimes Torw oasen Y1 rslms S arvivers ol Sevael Assanlifother
Crimes -2019°
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fiF ‘Fryriry " mesmms any hann cnsed 10 bodte or mind of ‘o female.
(it ‘Ml mion o gol Clald whio s ool comgdated the ageaf 13 v

(k) "Tifence’ menne olTescs commiisd agoined women pamshohds vnider PG or [ENS or
g ol Eaw,

[ "Pemad Code” means adinn Panal Oode. EHE0 (45 of 18800, or Nymyves Sanbida neesns
|Ehapiivn Nvave Sanhite, 033,

{m ) “Sachedule” meins schedule applicabis 10 s Chaplar Tam of The sciame

. [ “Sdaie Legal Sexviors Awlheidrl™ inesis the St Lagal Servies Authonly (ELEAL
s definmd s Sscomm G ool Legal Bervioes Autboribe Act, 1987 {15 of 1547

o) "Berunl Assaull Vidhing” nissss fapsmle wlio bas siilforal méntal & physical injury of
Bapithy ps o penudl e seamal allence (ncwleng Secteus ITE (AN (E) or_Seciiom 64 (4
A em} ot Bty Ny Somihign Sectioes 354 (A b0 (D), ot Sevtions 65, 66, €7,
91,93 74 7 3, 98 ol ibe [Bhartiva Nvays Ssmhlss Section 304
1R ﬂ:!h-rllm '.'"! ull thi m:ﬂ\m‘ Sumhibe

[P ' Woman Vietim sarviver of ebher crime” masas a wopmm who bas slTered phasical
ar therilal injury a9 2 tesul of aiy ofTence mentoned in e dnshed Sehedule incisdng
Soctiens 3kl B or Seplign 8} BNS Secion 1164 or Segiion 114 088 Seorion 4984
P o Section 85 BNS in esse of phvsssad injury of the nasare spevified in ths
. schwdaly) msluding the afempis e shatmenl,

(2] Wierds sl exproasions wsd in s Chapler and nod definesS hers, shall Bave (he same
i by 26 h-r-a:n-:-lﬁ-l 111=||| in Ilu Ll.'drlﬂ t‘a:ulml Procedure, 1973 orfaesl the huliss Pénst
Canha, VRS o [Hhaidly L ! ! ! itk il 1
Sunbairs 2023

B WWETEN VICTIAS CDOALENSA TION FUMN ==

tL] Thiere Wlull b & Pund namely, The Wenten Victie Compenaation Fund from which
the mrusiml ol compeniebin, i deosded Iy rhe State Lagal Sendoen Amhoray or Divrict Lagal
. Gorvieen Authurity, shall be patl b the wossen victim or her depesdenis] wha v sulTored
|ows rr iy @ pevull ol wn ofTenes and wi regowee rehabelitativa

(3 The “Wones ¥ictins Compenumon Fand ™ shall comprise the folkaring: «

(2] Coristsaion recedved from CWEF Setwma, 3013

fh) idpeisry alleplion mn tha shape o dranbs=in-oid o SESA Dee whiesh neodisary

proveraioi shall Be wade inthe Aomml Bodget by the Govemnmess

(o] Amy cost annm oederod by Civil Criminal Trissoal o by deposiled is this Fund

(Y Amoent of compensatzon recoverdd Trom e wrmesg doeriacsised under cluse 14 al
i Bcheme;

SALSA 5 Compemsation Scheme for wemen YicamsSundoms of Sreal Assaulinther
Crimes - 30787
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(e |Mmaleons corgnkulons rom blimational’ Matmoml' Feflanthropist’. Charrtable
lnshp=ns’ Uvganizabons sl mdnSdmls permitted by Skate or  Clandral
LHrvenument

[N Comitabuniom e comgenies uikker TSR (Corpormie Bosial Respansihiliiy ]
m The szid Fund shall be aperaced by the Stare Legad S2nvices Aanhongy (SLEA).
L ELEGIRILITY FOR OOAPENSATIEN -

A wkonmie Veclam ar beiv depomlonl (&) us the wiss rmay b, ahall be clapbic k' grand ol

cuinpenisulin s ||||.|||qI|: s bt l.|.l|.||.n.:||:d-¢ bar bazr, Huwewer, the compere i reesivisl

By By mw the other scdiemes with regasd 1o Segton A57-B Cr PG or 296 M35 sl b iakon .
ERe acceiny whils &sciding the quansm in (he such pilissqidnt appieation

L PRIMCEDURE FOM ALAKING APPLICATHYN HEFORE THE SLEA (VR THSA

Klsiidilery Reparting of FERS - SHOSPNDCT ikall mandidenily sbare soft'hard copy of FIR
irmaliid el dller it fogiiration with Stila Lagal Servinke AatborteThstricl Legal Rervices
Authorly g commmsion of olTasess covered in thin Schome which inolode Seaibmis 1384,
1344 {0 3340, 364 o 1T6E, J04B, 498A or Sectiuns 134, 74, 78, 76, T8 Sections 63 10
Bratiem 71 Srorion 80, 82 of he Bhosibyn Xynys Senlet {in cee of phisical infay covaral
& nhes Schedilel s tha ihe SLEATHSA can, 6 dedtrmg casés, rmay wic-muolo mpiisle
pectEninary veritiention of [bos bor the purpoess of gram of fes cantpenmaliin

An ppplicanod fof te pwend of isenss' Tnal aompenisticon can be liled by the Vidow andor .
b e pendemis or g SERD ol ihe srca belore coneenied SE5A of DLSA N sl be aobmiited

oy Foma 1" along wih o copy of dee First Informutees Heport (FIR) or crimined complsan of

which eagnizance w iaken by the Court and i avalable Medioal Regon. Death Centificale,

wherover spplicalde, copy of judgsent’ rmenmmensition of court i dee 195al b dver

B FLACE OF FILING OF APFLICATICN —

The mppiclion recommendatiog For conpénantion can be moved vither belioee tie Siete Lagal
Rerviees Authonry or the cocemed District Legal Services Authoriry ar § can ba fed anline

an & portal whith skall be cratad by all st Logal Sarvices Auchorites. The Seeretory of the .
repeelive DILEA shidl degide W applicetion’ recommesdmtion moved hefene himhss ai pe
i Sobusans

Explatintion: ln cise of soid aftnck viden the daciding mrhority shall be Ol by
Copemation Hodsd s Srecied by Bon™hle Sypremae Coorl m Lol va. Uedos of ol
WALCEML 12972006 oeder dated 10,04.200 5 which imcludes L. Distrlo & Sesioem Judge,
Ok, &P, Ciwld Furgoon CM O of the disirict

7. HULIEFS TILAT MAY BE AW AHDED BY THE STATE OR ETHICT LEGAL
SERVICER ATTHORITY,

The SLAMA o BLEA may swnnd componsiion e e et or ber dependents o the axiesd a
spified in thet coleduled atoched hense,

MALSA S "Cwrpensuthon Scheme forwomen ¥ irtimasaryivors of Sevial Assauliiother
Crimes -20T8°
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£ FACTORS TO BE CONSIPERED ¥WIILE AWARDING COMPENSATION -

While deciding a niamer, the Sige Legil Serviees Authoriy Thana Legal Services Auhoriny
may baky e sonsideration the Fofowisg Caan relating o the kos or oy sulTored by e
wigtim

{0} Graview ol ghe nlfasce sl svely o mental or plosical haom or mjury soffered by b
WL

13} Fxpondiimmes mourred e likaty b be mowred oo the medical e Far plividal
| el matal health welhuding mounsdifing of the victim, funeral wravellsg daring
. unveslagation imjury. Bl [other than dist monsys

14} Lens of eheational oppertumity ns a condaquanse af the offence, inelating abséuce fram
schoalzollage dus tnmemal tramne. boddy injury. medical trestisse, (5y e gition sid
Iriad of tho afTenco. orany other reasomn;

(¥ Lo ol auploviact ds o reiull of e el inclafmg fwonse s plocy of
atiphnimienl die Lo mendil e, hodily mipury, inedical e, imvastigmion and
1riad of the oTence, of aify othé reason;

A 55 Tha ralationchip of the victim (o the offemder. if ame

(63 Whathor the abuse was o skgle oloted b idosoe or whelher the b 1ok plage over
.‘  pened ol time

70 Wisrther vicl e Bucsiae pregrars 23 senll of The allence, whelhar she bad {0 ymdargo

Bledicnd Tesmination of Pregnatey (TP give Seeth 10 8 o bl ckts g rehabil gamon
ndils ol sy child;

(H Whsshier Ui simin commesiled & wsuslly inimeniod diveass (5T a8 b6 reswdl ol T
T

(M Whether s vicizm cuniracied husan i.rrl.rnurr:ll:'l..ll'u_-}.:l...':.' varus (V) e o rewnlt of he
* o=

{10 Aoy dezsabiliiy suiTered By the wictim e a reah ol ke cfleme;

{11 Frassie] condition of the victim agamsl swhom the ofTemes ls been conmanad s o
wr ddternine Ber pecd e rehabiliation end ge-scgration peeds of The vidiim

1121 In s of donib, tha age of deconand, her mopkShy meoms, raasker of dopendeniy. lilo
sxpectaey, Tuhre promasticaal growth prospecis @

TEAy 2 anw othar fecior which da S1S0 TS A mey consider jus] and suffichan

RALSA 'S “Comn pionsatben Solenye Tor women Y boimaSarvivors of Se1ual Assaultiodher
Crimes - 30287
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0, FROCEDRE FORE GRANT OF COAMPENSATHIN -

1) W howevaer, 3 rrvommsandmion i made by the cow Tor compensatios under sulsssothi=s
(2} mmsd'ar (2} ol Seation 1574 of the Codie, or (Enbsernons (I anidor (e G Secibon J0G
of the BN®S or gn application is made by o vichim oF her desandenije}, undar sub-
aection (dy of Section 3374 of the Code, o grder sy beeogion (4] o] Secfan 396 of fle

Eumbahe Sonhitg 1o e St Legel Service Authority or Rsornel Legal Servios
Angheeily, Tuf lerin coimpeiaiion ([ shall piend- Tacie satslly ileell qus conpeniatiim

nedits shd jdenidy of the wictin. AL eegands the Nine] cospamation, §:dhall @caming tha
ek and verly e eontems of the clam Wwith eespec 5 the okl injury ukl pdabililation

nesds g 6 resull of dw oime and may shee call fer any ol relavam infosmgion ‘
neccssey for deciding fee dim

Frovided bt in deserviag cases amd in o] acwd aock cases, 3i am' fime afler commission
of e offence. Secresary. SLE:A or Secnaiary, DLEA sy sies moro oF afer peeliminary
verification of the focte prcesd be et imerim el &8 may b eequired tn e
circemsances of each case

{2} The tmpuiry s cosemplated wmde sub-section (5) of Bactiom 1574 of the Code, or
Sectiun Vi of thie Suraksha Sankita shall he complod expeditiously sl dhe period a
no eass shall omoend boyond sixly daye from the recelpt of e climipeshicen o
recommarsation:
Provided that in crees of aod attsk wn omoent of B, Oing lokh shall be pald 10 e vastia .
within 15 dave of 1he mefer being brooghl io the notice of DEES. Tl order grosting inlones
conpeantinn shall he poased by DESA withon T days of He manier heing broughs s (e
viliza amd the S1SA dhall pay' the crmpermsation wishi & deys oF pocing of The order.
Themawflis, an mmourd of fta T labbs shall be paid 1o te vialn s espedidously as powihle
and) pimiliechy within two manihs ol (e e payesem®
Provided firther that He vietim sy alsa be pasd such furiher ssount ad i advimedbe under
uliie Sl i
{3 Afier consideraton of the maner, the SLEA o DLEA a8 the cass oty Be, upon i
stfafaction. shall deaide e quanium of comiposation 1o b avardad b the victim o ber .
chependmeis) aking inte poceunt tha Moo emmerasd in Claise E ol e Scwme as per
schedula appendel in thrm chapler. Mowerer, in deervisg casss, e fegsinm b ba reconlnd.
Bl upper limil may e exzepded

Kloraryer, in come the Vit e menyr, the Bl of compensation shall ba dszinsd te be
A0 hijger then the arsoin menlivoed in the Scheduls sppanded 1o thia ahinpier,

= Vievms of Arkl sk v alio Al b sl s’ compracoliion of iz ¢ e ondler Prime Wsrabe
P Bl Pirad’ vy sswmovmnfwe b, 2400 8 v POF LU BR- WG ol A dopec 00, 1) 0T Siags
ol

Fictiras uf schd Arevd prw adsr aveied b aekfnoss’ ipecisd Moomcial nbdarey kg ie B 3 fecr sk naal
ITHIAALT FCliangd (e gl s iy oeeppsaontiom pnd by ey vgreceed Swve 10 9 wmme of e
-'Iiu'\-tdll,.mlFuul_uﬁhm'l‘!mm e T R T W R |

MALEAY “Cypmpemsathin Sehame farwomen YVielmaSarvboers of Seyual Asspuliioiher
£ Hmsen 30357
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(€} The ELEADERA nmy call for ay mecord of ke modilasee fom any
Aoy Esloblishmontdndividuml” PoliceCourt - concemad or expent  [or  sansoth
linplemeriiation & The Schome.

13 b cawc iria¥apps e coan ghoes lindings tha the cramiml complamt aond the allogation
werg [ebed, then Legal Sendces Authority mey iewtise preceadings For recovery of
cuitigessdlion, W any, preted i part o full usder Bds Scharne, befors13e Trial Coort for
s Fecrvery' s AT wera a fing

'. 10 TIHE OROER TO BE PLACED ON RECDHD

Copy of the arder of ltarim or finnl compension passes under his Sceme shall be placed
an pecean] off the trial Cosrd o s ta esable the trial Coun b pass an asgropaae onder of
cunipensiion under Sectiom 237 af the Code o Serton 396 of thi Surikdia Sanhits, A
frad copy of Ehe arder shall e provided 10 ihe B b8 cmse the malier s pending
trvdstsgation and abes to e vicim dapendeni s tse oes mmay he.

1. MIETHOD OF DESHUKSEMENT OF COMPENSATION

1 1) Tha mmwoum of compensation se swandsd shall be disburcd by the SLEA by depositing
. the sevrss i Elunk i thie oot or singhe name of e victindepanden(s), b cane the victiss

dows nol have any bark aécount. the DLSA concern weuld lacllmne opening of o best
agcounl in o name of the viciim and bncese g victin (3 o mines along with & gusalis
ar in eps, minor = inedshild care insidution. the bank sccount shall be cpemed wiils ihe
Superinienden of the Instrintion ac Guardian However, 0 oome e viclie 3 fordge
natenal or arefuges, the compescr ion onn be Ssbursed by way ofcash canda

[sbzram ammed sball by disbiesed i fell. However, s G as s final conpensatiog sroms
I eunemiad, T3 deevemy Nive penient) ol The same ahall b pad in a fxed deposit for &
minimgty e of thres vears and the remaining 3% (teenty. five pescent) shall be
. svailalils Torwiliztion snd anlis) ey by the vstim/'depemdemile |, a8 the case may be

24 In the cese of o mmace, B of the suoinn of wompersali so gwardisd, shall be
depusited in the lived deposil seoount sod shall b dnevn only on allainment of the ago of
magosily, bul ool beffore Thiee yemre of s & pol

Provided thed in exceptional cases, sinowrie may be wibdesvon Tor eduesixoim] or medical
of silor preaxing and orgem maeds nf She benaficiary st the deareton of the SEEA DLEA

{3 Ther imiemest o che sum, iF 1yng o PR fonn, shall te credited dirscen by the bank i
1l savings accownd ol tha vicimedependeniizl, on mosisly bees: which can be withdrawn
b the benaficinmy

FRALSAS "L s pewcsad bom & chaene Tir womies Vioinsa'Survivers of Scomad Adsaultorher
Crimies 0287
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12 INTERIM RELIEF T THE YECTIAM

The Stale Lagal Services Aithandy ar [Radricd Lagal Ramviices Aulboriy, m the cose Yy
Ea, may' anler Far mrenediate fikl-nd Iseifety or meticil bzl o ba macla srailabla Fraq
uf goretl or any glher weriin refiel (inshuling mterm mongiary sempesanion) & deemed
approprida, te alleviats the sulfering of the viclim o the cemilicats of' a police afficer, gl
bolow the rank of the affkeer-m-charge of the policr simtion, or a Magismte af the ares
cancemed or o0 the mpplication of the vicoss dependais ur s Mol

Providal Bl o soon ae The applitation for compenmilinn s pecdrved by tha S1.8ATDLSA, .
a weges of P SHIN- or st cosg warmsda up o Bs, HL0O - shall ba immediatels disbomrsed
a1 ha vicdim Bieonigh prelosded cush card from a Nadionalingd Bank by the Seoretary, LA
o hlambsie Secrdlary, SERA

Trovided thet the, interim ralief 8o gramed shall not be fes than 23 per cent o the macemes
wommpuns akson awardkshly = par ssheduls spplicabls s this Chapter, wiich shall be paid 1o
g wichirn i wolalfy

Provided farther thai in cases of acld attack & susn of HE. One lakh shall b paidin Ba vistim
within 14 des of the nisne Being Brogght 1o #e votice ol BLEATIIE A The ordar groties
migrun comperiatgs ilisll be passed by the ELEATILEA wathin 7 dave ol g nistler hp-h_!.
erought fo it notice el the SL.94 shall pay e compeeation wighin # davs of passing of .
wrder. Thereiller an additionsl sim ol 8.2 lakhe dall be mepcded amd paid o the victim e
cxpaditasinly i poasihle and poaitively withm twa eaeiths,

15 RECOVERY OF COMPENSATION AWARDED TO THE YICTIM OR HER
DEFESDENTIS—

Bultjeci o the provisions of sib-sceisen (3) of Section 35TA of the Code, or mib-seoibm (3
af Scthen 396 f the Surakisha Sunbitn e S1ase Legs] Bervicen Asshority, in proper cines,
may Esniin procesthing: blne die Comgeled ot off law Tur recoviery of B compesssat ion
gramied b e victlm or et depesdents) fiven pefonds | respomdbls For canining los or iy .
e o el of the crime cominimed by kissRer

The mnuunl, su recuvered, shall bg dapositad in Woman Vialm Conpasastion Furnd
4. DEPENDENCY CERTIFICATE—

The authoriy empoarssed 1o ssue- e depenimey certificsts dhall mns the seme withs &
|-|.r|-.-d ol [leen |]l.:n iil. b o cas thaiw proriusd whalll ke cxclemalod

Providked then e L3 ATHS AL in cost of non-Esmnce ol Depenidéney Conilivate, sfler empiry
ot 15 days, may procead on the ks of an 2fliémn io be obigined from the lseman.

RALSAY Wompensalion belense fur wimses Victima'Survivars of sexmsl Asssilt'oles
i -2018*
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18 MINDH VICTIMS -

That in casar the victim i on ophaned ninor withoul any paseil o kgnl guarltion the immadiata
reliel ur the inlerim compenssraon shall b dishuresd to e Bank Account of e child, apsnsd
urcher the guardamship of the Superimemdent, Child Care Institations where the diilld & ol ged
at 10 dhseuete Therecd, DO EDLL m d cwsa may b

16, LEMITATION-

[y dhos Bz hnmv, i Sl ovuiade: by the vistim o her depodonita), nder ubessction {4 of
fuctiom 3374 of dee Code. or galb-settion (41 of Secrivn 396 il the Sursksha Sanhing. <l
. b embsrtained afer a period of 3 vears from (he dee of recarmence al the olTence ur
soaichusion of 1he trinl

Hovwever, i deserving enves. on o ippheation mads m thic regard, for remseoss: i be recorded,
the dalay bevond Three years St he comloned by tha S8 A THLS A

1T APFEAL:

[y e B wictiin wr lic deprimadens are il sdiafidd wath the spaniom of CHApETsiion
wearddd by e Seanaary, DLEA, they can Gl appeil within 2 daval from the dobe of recaips
ul erder bl the Charpersom, DLSA

Provided ihat, delay in filing sppeal may be cendoned By s Appaliia Aithorky, T reisons
. in be reoorded. in deservasg cases. on in spplication made i this regard

TH HEPEARL & SAVINGS-

[E} In case this Chopter is silenl on amy' isas poriaoeng o Viclim Compereation b W ot
e provigiom &f Vigam Conpentadion Sokarne of the Stale wonld be applocahle

[T} S ellmg in this Scbaeme shall preéven] Victims or e dependents from ir|l|.'||||.|.|'.|.|.‘ waey Ciwil
Suill wr Clair agsined the pepeizater ol offenze or mw other persmn indirectly roponsibla o

. Lhe same.

Explanation: (1 is clanifial thal ths Chapler does not apply 1o milor viciens under POCSO
Aict, B2 moso Fir s thewr compensabion seses ore io he dzal wiih saly by the Ld. Spedal
Courts mecler Seotion 33 (8} o POCRG A, 2002 mnd Rules (7ol the POCEO Rule, 2002

MALSAS “Uempensatien Soheme for women YirdimsSurvinoes of 5 exual Asssalt'orher
Crimses -20187
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10 | Pasc s
SCHEDULE APPLICABLE TO WOMEN VICTIM OF CHIVES

5 Mo | Pertioulars of loss or Blliemami Limie ol | Upper Limit of
injury Ao i _F'Eﬁ inm_

L Loz ol L B ¥ Lakh BT

F] Crormy Bape B & Ll a0 Lath

L] Flape fla 4 Lok Ta, 7 Lalk

4 Unnateral Sexmd Azsoullt | Ha L Lakh Hs, 7 Lakh

5 Toin v wmy T ik e st o | s 2Tl He ¥ Talls =
hesly puandling in o WM
permamd  dwabiky o
[E

f Loas of smy | oo parsal | e T1Laks Ma d Lalk
besdy reselling in MG and
balew B0 parranend
[T

L |uee k- gy liwih oy pari o | Ha. | Lakls B T Tth
haly peulimg B above
2% mil belw @Ry
penmasel dmabdily

¥ [ il any Tanb or pat oT | s 113k B 2 Lk
baly fookng m bedaw
20A% permeancell (haahiliey

- Drazvous phyeeal mpury | Ba. 1 Lakh s 3 La&h
Wooany manisl EjeEy
reyeripg rebabibizion

) Lima of  Fochm = | Ba 31akh 145, * Lakh
Lllssamiags s & sonnd @
Asciwall or loaa off Getibiy

i I g ol propaescy m | B3 1ath || Hadl Lkl O
st il raps:

#] ‘a'ﬂ"‘ﬁﬁl 1

. b e of diedipuremes [Bs. ¥ Lakih i % [k
af cwe

h kb tiwe ol miore han 5% | Bs EA i Y Hs. ¥ Lakh

3 By s ol i s Jems Choms .H.n'-l.-l.n Ha, TLakh
Ry

i fn camg o lons Bhan 27 | W, 3 Lskin Hs. ¥ Lath
Victans al Ald Ahask-
Tn cass of Gl igsrmned | HRa. 1 Labh . B Lakh
ul laow

RALSA S Compensation Scheme forwamen VieimsSaivhor of Beoial Assaslvsther
Crimes - 20187
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b Lii e g Lappiry s | s 3 L,.1|'J'__ i B Lok
fham e -

2 In cwe ol mpary lessihan | B 3 Lakh | R 5 kel
e

d I warvn al bpary ke fan | Ao 3 Lalk THx 4 Lk
AP

Kot Il women victon of scxual axemliacnd aack = anemd ider sne oF moce 2ats9ory of the
ichadule, she dhall he critled ie he corsidord Tor combned vahee of fie cospinution

MALZAE Wompiwsinn Schme for womsen VictimsSorvivers of Seymal gssnulittather
Crimes -2018"
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1F | Page

EORAL=1
APFFLICATHRS FOR THE AWARD OF COMPENSATION UNDER
COMPENSATION SCHEME FOR WOMEN VICTIMESURVIVOHRS OF SEXUAL
ASFAULT/OTHER CHIMES, 2ME FOR INTERINGFINAL RELIEF POR WORMEN

'-.I Bamie ol tha .-WIh:n'i Wicdma b or bar

| Idepenieinis]

Ape ol e Wionimde) of her Depsesdainds)
E fa) Fathgr™s Mams

{H) hlosar's Moo ‘

[y Rpensss s Marne

Fd

B Fuldress ab tha VistimiE ) or Berihear Deperden(z)
E Boate and neve of die [nciden
1T Wisebser FIE hes boe lodgal?
I Wl midical examiration has e done 7
| vt erlost Mddical Repoctd Dealh Certificale
| A, Repun
HE Stk of bl Al pewsding. I ever. cowlosa: copy of .
Jind prinzvil aril ordiér an denlinee
9 Had the applizasy Baen avardal sy compasaiion
by thes el coaun o sy ether Dol agesay IT, ves
give detaila
i} | Chrve et be of Dimancisl expendinire’ liss inaime
T -.-FI:‘.'\.: wens inslifatad aery evurl et oloiew aginn
the perpelrates ol ollme:. MMyes give details,
Signature of the YVicten Tepersdem .

HALEA Y “Camprasitlon Scheme Berwomen YiclimeSordvers of Seqmil AsssulCutber
s - 05
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