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appropriate.   This  Report  sets  out  suggestions

gathered  from  various  High  Courts  across  the

country,  as  well  as  suggestions  from  concerned

subject  matter  experts  and  comparable  global

experience,  on what  may be considered minimum

national common standards on Court Management

Systems.   The Report  is  purely  advisory in  nature
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and subject matter experts are therefore welcome
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Executive Summary 

A sub-committee constituted by National Court Management 

Systems Committee (NCMSC) of Supreme Court of India submitted a 

Baseline Report on 'Court Development Planning System' in the year 

2013 which dealt with a development plan with reference to the 

physical and digital infrastructure in the district courts.  

NCMSC has constituted the present sub-committee for updation 

of the earlier Baseline Report in view of developments and changes in 

infrastructural requirements over the decade, more particularly in the 

field of information technology. 

Initially, the above sub-committee was constituted under the 

Chairmanship of Hon9ble Mr. Justice Arun Bhansali, the then Judge of 

Rajasthan High Court with Hon9ble Mr. Justice Manoj Kumar Gupta, 

Judge of Allahabad High Court and Mr. Hemant Singh, District & 

Sessions Judge from Rajasthan as its Members. After appointment of 

Hon9ble Mr. Justice Arun Bhansali as Chief Justice of Allahabad High 

Court, Hon9ble Mr. Justice Manoj Gupta was appointed as Chairman of 

the Sub-Committee while Hon9ble Mr. Justice Atul Sreedharan, Judge 

High Court of J&K and Ladakh was inducted as Member. 

 The sub-committee has thoroughly reviewed the earlier 

Baseline Report by revisiting all the components of a Court Complex 

keeping in view the prevailing infrastructural standards, accessibility 

standards and a fully IT enabled setup. 

Fundamentals for designing a court complex 

 

Before working out model plans for the court complexes, the 

sub-committee collected information from the High Courts about their 

model plans, status of court buildings and residences of judicial officers. 

The sub-committee considered all the requirements of a court complex 
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and chalked down the fundamental guiding factors for designing a 

court complex. These fundamental guiding factors and primary 

requirements for a court complex may be seen at Page 15 of this report. 

Components of Court Complex 

The report takes into consideration all the important 

components of a court complex and while chalking out the model plan, 

due care has been taken to ensure that all these components are 

suitably placed in the plans to make the entire working efficient besides 

following the prevailing standards. These components of a court 

complex may be seen at Page 28 of this report.  

Proposed Model Plans 

Keeping in view the above fundamentals and the primary 

requirements of a court complex, the sub-committee has worked out 5 

model plans. These model plans are for court complexes of 51, 10, 5, 2 

and 1 number of courts. Court complex plan of 51 courts is of District 

Courts whereas all other plans are for Taluka Court complex.  

The litigants are the ultimate beneficiaries of the justice delivery 

system and the entire system must stand for them. At the same time, 

witnesses are also one of the most vital contributors of the system. 

Therefore, focus in the proposed plans is to make the designs litigant 

and witnesses centric. The designs includes various new features and 

facilities for the litigants and witnesses. 

In all the above plans, besides the court building block, provision 

for Advocate Block has also been made. In Advocates block, not only 

advocate chambers are provided but provision has been made for Bar 

Hall, Recreation Centre for Advocates, Canteen, Government Advocate 
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Block, Dispensary, Bank, Post Office, space for Stamp Vendor, Typist, 

Oath Commissioner, Photostat/scanning shops etc.  

 In all the plans proposed in this report, space for parking of four 

wheelers and two wheelers have been taken due care of. The area 

required for parking facilities, number of two wheelers and four 

wheelers which may be parked in the premises, type of parking etc. 

have been provided in detail. In District level court complex, provision 

of mechanical multilevel parking has also been made to optimize the 

space available. 

All these plans may be modified for lesser or more number of 

courts as per requirements. In District level court complex, provision 

has been made for reserved land where new courts may be 

constructed. To deal with scarcity of land in metro cities, the report 

suggests that the model plans of different court complexes can be 

adopted in a multistoried format along with suitable space for Advocate 

Chambers in the same infrastructure. 

At a glance view of model plans 

 

 

  Court Complex 

51 
Courts 

10 
Courts 

5  
Courts 

2  
Courts 

1  
Court 

Type of Court 
Complex District Taluka Taluka Taluka Taluka 

May be 
modified or 
expanded for 
Court Rooms 
(within same 
building) 

21 to 65 10 to 18 5 to 9 2 to 4 1 to 3 
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  Court Complex 

51 
Courts 

10 
Courts 

5  
Courts 

2  
Courts 

1  
Court 

Extra Court 
rooms can be 
constructed on 
land left for 
future 
expansion 

2 Blocks 
of 22 
Court 
Rooms 
each 
(Total 
44) 

û û û û 

Security Check 
Zone at 
entrance 

ü ü ü ü ü 

Centralized 
Filing 

ü ü ü ü ü 

E-Sewa Kendra ü ü ü ü ü 

Digitization 
facility attached 
to 

E-Sewa Kendra 

ü ü ü ü ü 

Waiting areas 
for Witnesses 
and Litigants 

ü ü ü ü ü 

Vulnerable 
Witness 
Deposition 
Centre 

(VWDC) 

Complete 
Unit with 
Court 
Room 

Complete 
Unit with 
Court 
Room 

VW 
Deposition 
Room, 
Waiting 
area, 
Psychologist 
and 
Counsellor 
Room 

VW 
Deposition 
Room, 
Waiting 
area, 
Psychologist 
and 
Counsellor 
Room 

VW 
Deposition 
Room, 
Waiting 
area, 
Psychologist 
and 
Counsellor 
Room 

Conference Hall Conference 
Hall 

Capacity of 
232 Persons 

 

Meeting 
Hall 

capacity of 
60 persons 

Conference 
Hall 

Capacity of 
100 Persons 

 

VC Cum 
Meeting 

Hall 
Capacity of 
 25  persons 

VC Cum 
Meeting 

Hall  
Capacity of 
25 Persons 

VC Cum 
Meeting 

Hall  
Capacity of 
25 Persons 

VC Cum 
Meeting 

Hall 
Capacity of 
25 Persons 

 

VC Cabins ü ü ü ü ü 

Court Rooms 
for virtual 
appearance 
before High 
Court 

ü 
Two Court 

Rooms 

û û û û 
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  Court Complex 

51 
Courts 

10 
Courts 

5  
Courts 

2  
Courts 

1  
Court 

Mediation 
Cabins 

ü ü ü ü ü 

Space for small 
Legal Aid office 
near courts in 
addition to ADR 
Building/floor 

ü ü ü ü ü 

Crèche & Baby 
Feeding Room 

ü ü ü ü ü 

Recreation/De-
stress Room for 
staff 

ü ü ü ü ü 

Copying, 
Nazarat, 
Accounts, Court 
Manager, 
Store/godown, 
Malkhana with 
double lock 

 

ü ü ü ü ü 

Record room 
with 
digitization 
facility (Future 
use after 
digitization) 

ü 
Record 

room is on 
lower 

ground 
floor. After 
complete 

digitization, 
space for 

record room 
may be 
used for 
parking. 
Width of 
the ramp 
has been 

kept 
accordingly 

 

ü 
Record 

room is on 
top floor. 

After 
complete 

digitization, 
space for 

record room 
may be 
used for 

one court 
unit with 
chamber 

and office 

ü 
Record 

room is on 
top floor. 

After 
complete 

digitization, 
space for 

record room 
may be used 

for one 
court unit 

with 
chamber 

and office 

ü 
Record 

room is on 
top floor. 

After 
complete 

digitization, 
space for 

record room 
may be used 

for one 
court unit 

with 
chamber 

and office 

ü 
Record 

room is on 
top floor. 

After 
complete 

digitization, 
space for 

record room 
may be used 

for one 
court unit 

with 
chamber 

and office 

E-waste store 

 
ü ü ü ü ü 

Lock ups for 
accused 
persons 
(Separate for 
Male, Female 
and Hardcore 

ü ü ü ü ü 
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  Court Complex 

51 
Courts 

10 
Courts 

5  
Courts 

2  
Courts 

1  
Court 

 

 

Lifts 

ü ü ü 

û 

Stairs & 
Ramp 

Space left 
for Lift. 
May be 

Installed in 
future 

û 

Stairs & 
Ramp 

Space left 
for lift. 
May be 

Installed in 
future 

Toilets for 
Male, Female, 
Specially Abled 
and Third 
Gender/Gender 
Neutral 

ü ü ü ü ü 

Advocate Block ü ü ü ü ü 

Bar Hall ü ü ü ü ü 

Number of 
Advocate 
Chambers 

 

216 40 30 20 20 

Recreation/De-
stress Room for 
Advocates 

 

ü ü ü ü ü 

Public 
Prosecutor 
Office 

 

ü ü ü ü ü 

Number of 
Parking Four 
Wheelers 

 

Judges & 
Staff- 306 

Advocates- 
1072 

Public – 664 

Total – 2042 

 

Judges & 
Staff- 60 

Advocates & 
Public- 70 

 

Total - 130 

Judges & 
Staff- 35 

Advocates & 
Public- 45 

 

Total - 80 

Judges & 
Staff- 35 

Advocates & 
Public- 45 

 

Total - 80 

Judges & 
Staff- 35 

Advocates & 
Public- 45 

 

Total - 80 

Number of 
Parking Two 
wheelers 

 

Courts Staff- 
430 

Advocates- 
960 

Public – 1522 

Total - 2912 

Courts Staff- 
260 

Advocates & 
Public- 400 

 

Total - 660 

Courts Staff- 
200 

Advocates & 
Public- 292 

 

Total - 492 

Courts Staff- 
160 

Advocates & 
Public- 292 

 

Total - 452 

Courts Staff- 
145 

Advocates & 
Public- 292 

 

Total – 437 

 

 

  



 

7 

 

Land area required for proposed court complexes 

Court Complex Land Area 

51 Courts 

Total Land Area –  17 Acre 

 

1. Land for Court Block – 11.71 acre as shown below- 
1.1  For Court building -   6.70 acre 

1.2  For future expansion -  2.30 acre 

1.3  For landscaped area -  2.71 acre 

2.  Land for Adv. Block -  3.43 acre 

3.  Land for Public Parking -  1.86 acre 

 

10 Courts 

Total Land Area –  8.12 Acre 

 

1. Land used for Court Block- 5.62 acre as shown 
below- 
1.1  For Court building -  3.48 acre 

1.2  For Staff Parking  -  0.45 acre 

1.3  For landscaped area -  1.69 acre 

2.  Land for Adv. Block  -  1.10 acre 

3.  Land for Public Parking  -  1.41 acre 

 

5 Courts 

Total Land Area –  5 Acre 

 

1. Land for Court Block-  3 acre as shown below- 
1.1  For Court building -  1.86 acre 

1.2  For Staff Parking -  0.43 acre 

1.3  For landscaped area -   0.71 acre 

2.  Land for Adv. Block -  0.95 acre 

3.  Land for Public Parking -  1.05 acre 

 

2 Courts 

Total Land Area – 5 Acre 

 

1. Land used for Court Block – 3 acre as shown below- 
1.1  For Court building -  1.82 acre 

1.2  For Staff Parking  -   0.44 acre 

1.3  For landscaped area -  0.74 acre 

2.  Land for Adv. Block -  0.95 acre 

3.  Land for Public Parking -  1.05 acre 

 

1 Court 

Total Land Area – 5 Acre 

 

1. Land used for Court Block – 3 acre as shown below- 
1.1  For Court building -  1.79 acre 

1.2  For Staff Parking  -   0.41 acre 

1.3  For landscaped area -  0.80 acre 

2.  Land for Adv. Block -  0.95 acre 

3.  Land for Public Parking -  1.05 acre 
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Retrofitting of existing complexes 

During last 10 years, good number of new court buildings have 

been constructed. Some are under construction. There is need to carry 

out all feasible changes to make these buildings information technology 

enabled, accessible and to optimize the use thereof within available 

space and the resources. Therefore, the sub-committee has proposed 

that retrofitting plan for each court complex be carried keeping in view 

the fundamentals of a court complex enumerated in this report.  

Technical Specifications 

 The report also suggests specifications/parameters of various 

technical works required in the court complex such as electrical fittings, 

networking, solar panels, power generators, metal detectors, baggage 

scanners and many others as detailed out in the report. These 

specifications are as per prevailing standards and since the technology 

is rapidly changing, at the time of implementation, these specifications 

may be revisited, modified or upgraded as per requirement. 

Residences of judicial officers 

The aspects of residences of the judicial officers were also found 

relevant by the present sub-committee for a court development plan 

as unless a judicial officer is suitably placed with all facilities not only in 

court but at his residence also, best output cannot be expected. Though 

the sub-committee has not proposed any model design for the 

residences but certain facilities required for the judicial officers have 

been discussed in the report. 
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Digital Infrastructure 

During last 5-7 years, the use of Information Technology has 

enormously increased in court administration. Number of High Courts 

have started paperless courts. In some District Courts also, paperless 

courts are functional. Digitization of record is under way in most of the 

States. Covid-19 pandemic has also accelerated the pace of adaption of 

information technology in courts. Judiciary has also redefined its 

working in tune with the technology. 

 Recently, the Phase-III of E-Courts Project has been launched 

with funds of Rs. 7210 crore for a period of four years. All the aspects 

of computerization and digitization in the courts have been taken care 

of in the 'Digital Courts Vision & Roadmap' of Phase III of E-Courts 

Project. 

 As the Phase-III of E-Courts Project is in the process of 

implementation, the sub-committee, without going much into the 

technical aspects like hardware and software, has proposed the 

physical infrastructure which is fully compatible for the IT 

infrastructure. The concepts of hybrid video conferencing and paper 

less court have been explained in the report. 

 The sub-committee has recommended three steps for the courts 

to go digital - First of all, the existing records would have to be digitised 

and archived. Secondly, the pending and new cases would have to be 

digitised. The third and final stage would be to make e-filing mandatory. 

Once that is achieved, the need for digitisation of records would end 

and the aim of paperless courts may be achieved. 
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Budgeting  

 Unless adequate funds are sanctioned and released timely, any 

planning for development of infrastructure would be futile. The sub-

committee obtained the data of utilization of funds for the Judiciary 

under State Budget for the financial year 2023-24 which shows that in 

most of the States, the allocation of the funds for the judiciary is less 

than 1% of total budget. 

 This report also highlights the issues in implementation of 

Centrally Sponsored Scheme (CSS) as the Department of Justice, 

Government of India claims that funds allocated are under-utilized 

whereas the States and High Courts say that the scheme is not being 

properly implemented. Thus, there is need of deliberations on the 

implementation of CSS amongst various stakeholders. The report 

suggests that in case of delay in project for non-release of funds by the 

State, Central funds may be released and may be adjusted later in other 

projects. 

 The sub-committee submitted its first report in November 2023. 

On this report, suggestions of High Courts were requested, in response 

whereof 20 High Courts have given suggestions. After considering these 

suggestions, this report has been worked out. 

****** 
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Introduction 

 

 An efficient judiciary is the hallmark of a great nation. The justice 

delivery system in India has lived up to the trust of masses as custodian 

of people's right and entitlements. However, the judicial administration 

is under load of mounting arrears of cases. This takes to the task of 

addressing the issues which are becoming barriers in coping up with 

the growing expectations of the public for quick and efficient justice 

delivery system. 

 The Policy and Action Plan1 of National Court Management 

Systems Committee (NCMSC), Supreme Court of India addresses these 

issues and chalks out a scheme to establish comprehensive Court 

Management Systems for the country that will enhance quality, 

responsiveness and timeliness of the courts. 

 The Policy and Action Plan of National Court Management 

System includes following six main elements:- 

(1)  A National Framework of Court Excellence (NFCE) that will set 

measurable performance standards for Indian Courts, addressing 

issues of quality, responsiveness and timeliness. 

(2)  A system for monitoring and enhancing the performance 

parameters established in the NFCE on quality, responsiveness and 

timeliness. 

(3)  A system of Case Management to enhance user friendliness of the 

Judicial System. 

(4)  A National System of Judicial Statistics (NSJS) to provide a common 

national platform for recording and maintaining judicial statistics 

from across the country. NSJS should provide real time statistics 

on cases and courts that will enable systematic analysis of key 

                                                 

1 https://main.sci.gov.in/pdf/NCMSP/ncmspap.pdf  

https://main.sci.gov.in/pdf/NCMSP/ncmspap.pdf
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factors such as quality, timeliness and efficiency of the judicial 

system. 

(5)  A Court Development Planning System that will provide a 

framework for systematic five year plans for the future 

development of the Indian judiciary. The planning system will 

include individual court development plans for all the courts. 

(6)  A Human Resource Development strategy setting standards on 

selection and training of judges of subordinate courts. 

 Sub-Committees were constituted by the NCMSC to work out 

plans for the above elements. One such Sub-Committee prepared a 

baseline report2 on Element-5 'Court Development Planning System' 

which deals with a development plan with reference to the 

infrastructure in the courts. The present report is updation of this 

earlier baseline report in view of recent changes and developments. 

 Though, the above baseline report of NCMSC on Court 

Development Planning System is an exhaustive document elaborating 

the needs of infrastructure required in the District Courts for an 

efficient justice delivery system but the report is now almost 10 years 

old. These 10 years have witnessed substantial changes and 

developments not only in the field of building infrastructure but in 

technology also, particularly Information Technology. In the year 2020, 

the entire human race encountered Covid-19 pandemic which has 

changed the working culture across the globe and the Judiciary in India 

has also redefined its working by focusing on Information Technology. 

 Thus, the sub-committee has revisited all the components of a 

court complex in view of recent developments and requirements by 

thoroughly reviewing the earlier baseline report. The sub-committee 

collected information from High Courts about existing model plans and 

                                                 

2 https://main.sci.gov.in/pdf/NCMS/Court%20Development%20Planning%20System.pdf  

https://main.sci.gov.in/pdf/NCMS/Court%20Development%20Planning%20System.pdf
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the status of court buildings and residences of the judicial officers. After 

examining the information received from High Courts and considering 

all the relevant aspects, the sub-committee is proposing new model 

court complex plans for court complexes of 1, 2, 5, 10 and 51 courts. 

These plans may be suitably modified for lesser or more number of 

courts as per requirement. 

 For working out the above model plans, the sub-committee 

engaged the consultancy services of M/s Vision Architects and Interior 

Designer, Lucknow. 

Two non-government research organizations, Vidhi Centre for 

Legal Policy and Justice, Access & Lowering Delays in India (JALDI) have 

done some commendable research work on the status of physical 

infrastructure in District Judiciary. Vidhi has also conducted audit of 

infrastructure in High Court of Meghalaya and Orissa. These 

organizations are presently working on Design Handbook for Court 

Infrastructure. The sub-committee also considered their previous work 

and consulted with them and their inputs have also been incorporated 

in the model plans. 

****  
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Infrastructure 

 Judicial Infrastructure is the backbone of any strong and 

effective justice system. Without proper facilities and resources, it is 

very difficult for judges, lawyers, and court staff to carry out the duties 

in a fair, efficient, and timely manner. As such, it is essential that we 

invest in modernization and upgrading of our judicial infrastructure, 

both in terms of physical infrastructure and digital infrastructure. By 

doing so, we can ensure that our justice system is equipped to meet the 

needs of a rapidly changing world, while also maintaining the highest 

standards of fairness and impartially. Whether it is building new 

courtrooms, upgrading existing facilities, or investing in cutting-edge 

technologies, we must do everything in our power to provide our 

justice system with the resources it needs to serve the people of our 

great nation. 

 The quality of judicial infrastructure can have a significant impact 

on the delivery of justice. A well-designed and well maintained court 

infrastructure can increase access to justice for all citizens. If the court 

facilities are located in easily accessible areas, with sufficient parking, 

public transportation and other amenities, it can reduce barriers to 

access to justice for the people who may not have easy access to 

transportation or child care. Additionally, technology can help bridge 

geographical gaps and provide remote access to the system. 

 Hon'ble Supreme Court of India has aptly stressed upon the 

need of raising the infrastructure standards in following words3:- 

"It has to be firmly borne in mind and accepted as a 

reality that raising the infrastructure standards in the 

court complexes is the need of the hour as it is the 

                                                 

3 All India Judges Association Vs Union of India (IA No. 279/2010) order dated 02/08/2018 
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basic requirement for the courts in the twenty first 

century. We are absolutely clear that when people are 

aware of their rights, their desire to get the rights 

realised is enhanced and they would like to knock at 

the doors of the Court to shape their aspiration into 

reality. It is a welcome phenomenon and conceptually, 

Rule of Law nourishes and garners the said idea. The 

idea of speedy and quality justice dispensation system 

cannot be treated with status quoist approach, for the 

definition of infrastructure and the understanding of 

the same in all associated contexts changes with the 

passage of time and introduction of modern 

technology in many a sphere of life. The consumers of 

justice expect prompt and effective delivery of justice 

in an atmosphere that is acceptable. Therefore, 

infrastructure enhancement will go a long way in 

strengthening functioning of the court and would 

improve the productivity in the justice delivery 

system." 

 Chapter-4 of Policy & Action Plan4 of NCMSC also refers to above 

order of Hon9ble Supreme Court of India and the state of infrastructure 

in the District Courts. It also refers about negligible provision of budget 

by the States for Judiciary.  

What consist of Judicial Infrastructure 

Judicial Infrastructure may be categorized as- 

(1) Physical Infrastructure (Buildings, amenities etc.) 

                                                 

4 https://main.sci.gov.in/pdf/NCMSP/ncmspap.pdf 

https://main.sci.gov.in/pdf/NCMSP/ncmspap.pdf
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(2) Digital Infrastructure (related to Information Technology) 

(3) Personal Infrastructure (Human resources – Judges, Court staff etc.) 

 For personal infrastructure, earlier NCMSC baseline report on 

'Human Resource Development Strategy9 is being updated by a 

separate sub-committee. Therefore, this sub-committee has not 

covered the aspects of personal infrastructure in this report. 

 As regards Digital Infrastructure in judiciary, E-Committee of 

Supreme Court of India is functional and has accomplished two phases 

of E-Courts Project in last about 15 years. The third phase of E-Courts 

Project has been conceptualized and will be soon put to 

implementation. Funds of Rs. 7210 crore have also been recently 

sanctioned for the third phase. Therefore, the sub-committee has 

proposed for the physical infrastructure required to cater the needs of 

digital infrastructure as envisaged in 'Digital Courts Vision & Roadmap' 

for Phase-III of E-Courts Project5. 

Physical infrastructure 

Fundamentals for designing a court complex 

Before working out model plans for the court complexes, the sub-

committee considered all the requirements of a court complex and 

chalked down the fundamental guiding factors for designing a court 

complex. These fundamentals would include-  

1. To make the judicial infrastructure litigant centric and witness 

friendly by providing a conducive environment; 

                                                 

5https://ecommitteesci.gov.in/document-category/policy-action-plan-documents-en/  

https://ecommitteesci.gov.in/document-category/policy-action-plan-documents-en/
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2. To provide optimum working conditions leading to increased 

efficiency of judicial officers, the administrative staff, lawyers and all 

other stakeholders; 

3. To provide easy access to justice to all and particularly to the 

underprivileged, persons with disability, children, women and 

senior citizens; 

4. To instill public trust in the judicial process; 

5. To provide for the safety and security of judges, lawyers, 

administrative staff, litigants, witnesses and under-trial prisoners;  

6. To minimize the impact of geographic barriers in accessing the 

courts. 

Primary Requirements of a Court Complex 

Keeping this in mind, the primary requirements of a self-sufficient 

court complex are outlined below:- 

1. The infrastructure design must conform to the National Building 

Code of India 2016 prescribed by Bureau of Indian Standards; 

2. The infrastructure design must also conform to Harmonised 

Guidelines and Space Standards for Universal Accessibility in India, 

2021 issued by Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs, Government 

of India; 

3. The infrastructure design must conform to international standards; 

4. It must cater to the needs of all concerned with focus on the 

litigants and witnesses;  



 

18 

 

5. The design must be universal and with inherent flexibility to meet 

the local needs and conditions; 

6. The court complex must be user-friendly, for lawyers, litigants, 

general public, witnesses, police officials and other stakeholders;  

7. The building must be designed to be accessible, understood and 

used regardless of gender, age, socio-economic group, ability or any 

other human attributes. An accessible and inclusive court complex 

must adopt a universal design. 

8. The Court complex must have appropriate signage and notice 

boards at appropriate places with consideration of the location and 

heights; 

9. These signage and notice boards must provide adequate 

information and support with large and readable fonts and 

universally recognized symbols/ pictograms, which must be 

multilingual with adequate colour contrast & signage that relates to 

the local culture which will help users to orient themselves better; 

10. Visual, tactile signage and audible information must be clear, 

concise and consistent; 

11. It must be barrier free to cater to the needs of the persons with 

disability, senior citizens and infirm persons; 

12. Solar Systems be setup in all the court complexes to make them 

environment friendly.  Adequate Power backup be provided in the 

court complex by power generators. 

13. In every court complex, there should be a proper plan for safety and 

adequate security measures be ensured like CCTV and surveillance. 
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14. The buildings have to be fully IT enabled so as to permit 

incorporation of the latest technology geared to enhance the 

efficiency of the judicial system. 

15. The court complex must be easily accessible by advocates and 

litigants and there should be provision for public transport nearby. 

16. With changes in court procedures and, over the time, with an 

increase in caseload, the spatial requirements of the building and 

the demands on the infrastructure would increase. Hence, the 

planning and the design of a court complex must identify future 

growth and expansion areas at least for next 30 years. 

Present Status of Infrastructure in District Judiciary 

 To have the present status of court buildings in District Judiciary, 

the sub-committee requested all the High Courts to provide following 

information:- 

1. Total Number of Judicial Courts 

2. Courts in Judicial Pool Buildings 

3. Courts in Govt. Buildings  

4. Courts in Rented Buildings 

5. Courts Without Attached Chamber 

6. Chambers without attached toilet 

7. Courts without any building 

8. Court buildings under construction 
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Above information was received by the sub-committee from 22 

High Courts. Compiled information of these 22 High Courts6 highlights 

the scenario shown through charts below-  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 

6 Annexure-1 

Judicial Pool 

Buildings

16027

80%

Govt Buildings

2693

13%

Rented Buildings

536

3%

No Building

777

4%

Total Courts

20033

Buildings under 

construction - 2557

No Attached 

Chamber, 618, 3%

No Attached Toilet, 

706, 3%

Attached Chamber, 

19411, 94%

Status of Chambers

Total Courts

20029
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The sub-committee also collected the status of residences7 of 

the judicial officers. This information was also provided by 22 High 

Courts which reflects this situation- 

 

 

 

The above statistics do not pose a very healthy picture of judicial 

infrastructure. It is a matter of concern that 777 courts do not have any 

building and 536 are running in rented premises. 618 courts do not 

have attached chambers and 706 chambers do not have attached 

toilets. The difficulties faced by lady judicial officers who are posted in 

these courts can be easily visualized. Though 80% courts have court 

building of judicial pool, but a good number of court complexes are in 

old buildings which are not befitting and do not conform to the 

standard requirements, rather lack in the basic facilities. Similar is the 

situation of most of the court complexes running in other govt. 

buildings. These are by and large make-shift arrangements. The facts 

                                                 

7 Annexure-2 

Judicial Pool

11146

57%

Govt 

accomodation

3035

16%

Rented

4724

24%

Own Houses

604

3%

Residences of Judicial Officers

Sanctioned Strength - 23248

Working Strength - 18709
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remain that most of these old buildings have not been designed as 

court complexes. Thus, there is need not only to provide adequate 

infrastructure to all the courts but this infrastructure should conform to 

all the established standards/norms, must be befitting, accessible to all, 

productive, safe, secure and fully compatible with emerging 

information technology.  

It is not so that all the court complexes are lacking in basic 

facilities. During last couple of years, some good infrastructure has 

been developed in some court complexes. Family Courts at Pune and 

Saket and Commercial Court at Bangalore are some of them. The 

photographs below would show that these complexes are result of 

conceptual thinking and planned development.  

 

 

 

 

 

Family Court Pune 
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Kids Area of Family Court Pune 

Waiting Area Family Court Pune 
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Commercial Court, Bangalore 

Office of Commercial Court, Bangalore 



 

25 

 

 

 

Of course, there are some other such court complexes but the 

number is not much. The good practices adopted and followed in such 

court complexes are not being followed in other court complexes, not 

even in the same State. Therefore, as a part of the court development 

plan, each High Court would be required to set out the minimum 

standards for courtrooms and complexes for the district and taluka 

courts. 

Model Court Complex plans adopted by High Courts 

 

The sub-committee requested all the High Courts to provide the 

information about the model court building/complex plan adopted by 

them for District and Taluka Courts. Except the High Courts of Manipur 

and Jharkhand, the sub-committee received information from all the 

High Courts. 

E-sewa Kendra Commercial Court, 

Bangalore
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The information of model court complexes received from these 

23 High Courts was thoroughly examined by the sub-committee and 

the same has been taken into consideration while working out model 

court complex plans. On the basis of this information, the High Courts 

may be placed in three categories:- 

I. High Courts which are following Government of India CSS 

Norms 

7 High Courts i.e. High Courts of Himachal Pradesh, Guwahati, 

Meghalaya, Punjab & Haryana, Delhi, Sikkim and Chhattisgarh 

are following the norms prescribed by the Government of India 

for construction of court complexes under Centrally Sponsored 

Schemes. These norms are mainly based on the earlier NCMSC 

Baseline Report. These norms though lay down the size of Court 

Rooms, Chamber and other areas but do not have any model 

building layout or plans except making mention about lifts, 

stairs, handrails etc. as per State PWD or CPWD norms. More or 

less, these norms are related to funds allocation and utilization. 

Thus, it appears that under this category, construction is being 

made by adhering to the room sizes as per CSS norms but the 

building plans may be different at different places. There are no 

guidelines as to the basic building standards to be followed. It 

appears that the agency constructing the building would be 

following their applicable norms. 

II. High Courts which have adopted no model plan 

High Courts of Calcutta, Uttrakhand, and Tripura have informed 

that they have not adopted any model court complex plan. It is 

not informed by these High Courts that they are following CSS 

norms or previous baseline report. Calcutta High Court has 

informed that local building rules are being followed.  
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Madras High Court has intimated that earlier a plan was sent to 

the State Government but funds have not been received. They 

have sent building plans of three districts but it appears that 

they do not have any model plan. 

III. High Courts which have their own model plans 

High Courts of Allahabad, Andhra Pradesh, Bombay, Gujarat, 

Jammu & Kashmir, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Orissa, 

Patna, Rajasthan and Telangana have conveyed their model 

court complex plans. 

i. Allahabad High Court has model plan for Integrated Court 

Complex which include both the court building and 

residences for the judicial officers. The complex also includes 

the chamber of the Advocates. The plan has been developed 

for court complex of 51 courts. 

ii. Andhra Pradesh High Court has adopted model plans for 

court complex of 1, 2, 4 and 10 courts. 

iii. Bombay High Court has a model plan for court complex of 5 

courts including Lok Adalat Hall. 

iv. Gujarat High Court has a model plans for Districts Courts. For 

Taluka Courts, it has model plans for court complexes of 2, 4, 

6 and 8 courts. 

v. Jammu & Kashmir High Court has model plan for District 

Court complex. 

vi. Karnataka High Court has model plans for court complexes 

of 4, 8, 15 and 20 Courts.  

vii. Kerala High Court has prescribed sizes for court rooms, 

chambers and office rooms etc. besides the guidelines for 

construction of court complexes. No model design has been 

provided. 
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viii. Madhya Pradesh High Court has developed model plans for 

Court Complex of 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 8, 10, 20 and 30 courts. Cost 

estimation for these court complexes has also been worked 

out. These plans were conceptualized in the year 2021 and it 

appears that these plans are still under process of approval. 

ix. Orissa High Court has a model plan for District Courts. No 

plan for Taluka courts has been shared. 

x. Rajasthan High Court has model plans for court complex of 

1 and 2 courts. It has no model plan for District Courts or for 

bigger court complexes. 

xi. Telangana High Court has plans for court complex of 2, 4 and 

10 courts. The court complex of ten courts have different 

plans, one with Family Court and POCSO Court and another 

without these courts. It also has a plan for Family Court as 

separate establishment. 

Requirement of Model Court Complex designs 

The above situation reflects that most of the High Courts do not 

have standards for Court Building/Complex plans. Some High Courts do 

have plans for District Courts but not for smaller taluka court complexes 

and the situation is vice versa for some other High Courts. The standard 

plans adopted by few of the High Courts are not exhaustive and do not 

deal with specifics. Thus, there is need to develop model court complex 

designs not only for District Courts but for Taluka Courts also. 

Therefore, this report endeavours to present a framework for 

establishing minimum standards for a Court Complex. The standards 

deal both with space requirements and the facilities needed in a 

modern efficient court complex. These standards are expected to 

serve as a basis for designing a standard Court Complex and can be 
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suitably modified to suit specific site conditions, availability of funds, 

time constraints and other local conditions. 

 This report is thus recommending model designs of court 

complexes at District and Taluka level. These plans include the court 

building and Advocate9s Block. For District Courts, a model plan of court 

complex of 51 courts has been worked out. This plan is flexible and can 

be easily modified for District Level court complex of lesser or more 

number of courts. 

For Taluka level courts, the model plans for court complex of 1, 

2, 5 and 10 courts have been worked out. These plans may also be 

modified for court complexes of more or lesser number of courts. 

Above model plans address all the relevant aspects so that the 

same may be taken note of while constructing new court complexes 

and the existing court complexes may be retrofitted on these standards 

as far as feasible and permissible. 

Vertical development for Metro Cities 

Regarding the development of Judicial Infrastructure in the 

metro cities, to deal with the issue of scarcity of land, the court building 

may be constructed as a vertical development with required parking 

facilities in multiple basements (upto three level basements). The 

proposed models of court building of different court rooms can be 

adopted in a multistoried format along with suitable space for 

Advocates Chambers in the same infrastructure. Adequate provisions 

as per fire norms are to be adhered at the planning stage of the court 

complex. Provisions made in the standard designs of this report are to 

be incorporated in the multistoried buildings proposed for different 

sizes of plots as per their availability.  
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For example, the proposed sample design of 10 Court Rooms can 

be extended upto 12 floors of 4 Court Rooms each for 48 Court Building 

design with a lesser land area and subsequently the shape and flow of 

the building can be redesigned as per the land availability and local 

bylaws of the city regarding fire and parking norms.  

Besides this, decentralization of Courts may be considered for an 

effective judicial infrastructure. This will lead to minimized 

transportation activities of litigants, lawyers and other stakeholders as 

also it will address the issue of scarcity of land.  

Components of Court Complex 

The Court Complex essentially consists of the following major 

components-  

Court Building 

i. Court rooms 

ii. Judges9 chambers 

iii. Vulnerable Witness Deposition Centre 

iv. Litigants9 Waiting area 

v. Witness9 Waiting Area 

vi. Accused waiting area (for inmates) 

vii. Administrative/Judicial staff offices 

viii. Legal Aid Services and ADR facilities 

ix. Lock-ups 

Space for other Services/Utilities 

i. Security Check Zone 

ii. Centralized filing Section 

iii. Enquiry and Help Desk 
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iv. E-Sewa Kendra – Centre for multiple services 

v. Scanning & Digitization 

vi. Lifts for vertical movement 

vii. Video Conferencing Booths/Studios 

viii. Conference Hall 

ix. Library for Judges 

x. Judges9 Common Room 

xi. Museum 

xii. Crèche & baby Feeding Room 

xiii. Recreation Centre / De-stress Room 

xiv. Canteen 

xv. Toilets 

xvi. Provision for drinking water 

xvii. Computer Server Room 

xviii. Building Management System 

Advocates Block 

i. Advocates9 Chambers 

ii. Bar Room (Hall) 

iii. Common Rooms for Male & Female Advocates 

iv. Recreation Centre/De-stress room 

v. Dining Hall for Advocates 

vi. Waiting hall for litigants 

vii. Library for Advocates 

viii. Prosecution wing 

ix. Utilities – Stamp Vendors, Oath Commissioners, Notaries, 

Photocopy cum scanning 

x. Dispensary, Bank, Post Office, Shops, Canteen etc. 

xi. Support facilities 
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PARKING FOR VEHICES 

 

Facilities for judges, lawyers, Court Staff, litigants and other visitors. 
 

The above components are described below in detail. 

Court Building 

Court Room   
1. In model plans, court complexes are designed in a way to 

ensure that all the Court Rooms have ample natural 

light throughout the day for energy conservation. 

 

2. The Court room has to be designed keeping in view the typical 

working of trial court where parties and accused appear in 

court and evidence is recorded. The Court Master/Reader, 

Stenographer and Clerk for recording the statement are to be 

given sitting place in the court room at proper place so that 

they may not only assist the judge but may also discharge their 

work efficiently. Various other practical aspects related to 

working of trial court not only in urban but in rural areas are to 

be kept in mind. How the Advocates appear, how they argue, 

how they interact with court master for getting dates and other 

information, how evidence is recorded, how the accused 

persons and parties appear, how their signatures are obtained 

on files are some of the factors which have been considered 

while working out the design of the court room. 

3. The dais should be raised by about 450-600 mm from the court 

room floor level. 

4. The dais has to be directly approachable from the judge9s 

chamber. 
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5. The size of the judges table on the dais should be large enough 

to accommodate two chairs. 

6. Below the dais, there will be place for standing of the lawyers 

to argue and examine the witness. 

7. The witness box should be raised by 150 mm to 200 mm from 

the court room floor level and should have a chair for sitting. A 

small ramp is to be provided at the entry of witness box to 

make it accessible for all. 

8. In POCSO Courts, special cabin for accused with one way view 

mirrors so that the accused is able to see the court proceedings 

and at the same time, he is not visible to the victim who is 

deposing in the court. 

9. Seating for about 20-25 lawyers/litigants/persons. 

10. Storage shelves along the wall for keeping files for the day cases 

and certain referral books which are likely to be referred and 

asked   for by the judge. 

11. Lawyers desks, designed to have space for storage of books and 

files. The Lawyers desk should be suitably equipped to make it 

compatible for paperless court. 

12. Built-in space for working library assigned to the particular 

court. 

13. Provision for wall mounting one LCD, at least of 55 Inch size, on 

the backside of the Judge so that the lawyers and persons 

sitting in court room may see the proceedings being conducted 

through video conference. Another small LED for display board 

is to be placed on side wall of the court room. 

14. Thus, in view of above, the dais and sitting arrangement of 

Judge, court staff, advocates etc. may be made as per local 

needs. However, after considering all the relevant aspects, the 
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sub-committee is proposing two court room designs which may 

be adopted as such or with suitable modifications as per local 

requirements.  

15. These two designs of court room mainly differ on court staff 

sitting position. In Plan-1, the court staff is on the dais itself and 

the judges table and his sitting area have been elevated by 6 

inches. In Plan-2, the complete dais is for the judge and the 

court staff is sitting on one level below platform. All other 

components in both the plans are same. These plans may be 

well demonstrated through following 3D images- 

 Court Room Plan-1 
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 View from Judge side Court Room Plan-1 

 

 Top view Court Room Plan-1 
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Court Room Plan-2 
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Size of Court Room 

 

16. At present, in most of the States, Govt. of India Central 

Sponsored Scheme (CSS) norms are being followed for the 

court room and chamber sizes. These norms are based on 

previous NCMSC Baseline report. Previous Baseline report 

suggested 9x16 meters (144 sq. meters) for court room of 

District & Sessions Judge and 7x10 meters (70 sq. meters) for 

other court rooms. The present sub-committee thoroughly 

examined the aspects related to size of court rooms and in view 

of increase in workload and various IT related requirements, it 

is proposed that court room size of all the courts (other than 

District Judge rank courts) should be at least 8.5 x 12.7 meters 

 Top view Court Room Plan-2 
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(108 sq. meters) whereas the court room size of District Judge 

rank courts (Principal District Judge, Family Courts, Commercial 

Courts and other Special Courts of District Judge rank) should 

be at least 8.5x13.5 meters (115 Sq. meters). 

Backup/ support facilities for a court room 

17. Besides above, the following design considerations have to be 

kept in mind:- 

i. The court room number and the name of the judge to be 

properly   displayed outside the courtroom. 

ii. Fire-safety measures such as smoke detectors, sprinkler 

systems etc. 

iii. The entire electrical provision should have 100% backup 

facilities with UPS for computers and other similar appliances. 

iv. The court room must have proper acoustics so that the decibel 

level is constant and is of an acceptable quality. 

v. Good thermal environment within the court room is to be 

ensured and maintained by proper ventilation and air-

cooling/air- conditioning/heating. 

vi. There should be provision for a sound amplification system 

with microphones on judge9s table so that the judge9s 

directions/ questions to lawyers and witnesses are clearly 

heard by them. Besides Judge, mikes are also required for the 

Advocates and witness to cater the seamless functioning of 

hybrid video conferencing system. The flooring and walls in the 

court room should, as far as possible, be made of durable 

materials requiring very little or no regular maintenance. 
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The Judge’s Chamber 

18. A Judge9s Chamber must be attached with every courtroom 

and it must have an independent entry.  A judges9 corridor on 

every floor serving the judges9 chambers has to be planned to 

ensure that the general public do not have unauthorized access 

to the judges9 chambers. 

19. The previous NCMSC baseline report recommended Judges9 

chamber size of 5x4 meters (15-20 sq. meters) for all the 

judges. No distinction was made between Principal District 

Judge and other Judges. The present sub-committee is of the 

view that the Principal District Judge is required to hold various 

meetings for administrative tasks, hence a bigger chamber is 

required. Therefore, it is proposed that the size of Chamber of 

Principal District Judge should be about 36 sq. meters (4.3x8.5 

meters). The chamber of Principal District Judge should have 

an attached retiring room (about 11 sq. meters) and a toilet 

(about 5 sq. meters). On the other side of the chamber, there 

should be waiting area and PA Room of about 23 sq. meters.  

20. Meeting room of the capacity of 60 persons attached with the 

chamber of Principal District Judge. 

21. The Chambers of all other Judges should be at least of 6x4 

meters size. There should be attached retiring room (about 9 

sq. meters) and a toilet (3-4 sq. meters). On the other side of 

chamber, there should be waiting area (about 14 sq. meters) 

and PA Room of about 13 sq. meters. 

22. Below are the 3D views of proposed judge9s chamber- 
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Furniture & Equipment for the Judge’s Chamber 

 

23. The judge9s chamber should be furnished with the following 

items for proper functioning:- 
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i. An appropriate executive office table with a side table with 

provision for a personal computer, telephone line (both 

intercom and external). 

ii. A senior executive chair. 

iii. 3 to 4 visitors9 chairs in front of the table. 

iv. A book rack. 

v. A rack for files. 

vi. A sofa set with a centre table. 

vii. A round table for lunch or small conference with 4 chairs. 

viii. A mirror with a dresser and coat cabinet. 

ix. Good quality sanitary provisions in the attached toilet. 

x. A dedicated control of air-conditioner either by a FCU (Fan Coil 

Unit) or a separate split unit with properly located outdoor and 

indoor components for working late hours when the central 

plant may be shut down. 

xi. Good quality floor finish either pre-laminated wooden floor or 

polypropylene carpets which are mothproof and can remain 

dust free. 

xii. Good illumination in the chamber for proper working along 

with provision for day light. 

xiii. Proper blinds on windows for warding off direct sun and for 

appropriate ambience within the room. 

xiv. The attached staff office should be furnished and equipped 

with appropriate tables, chairs, filing cabinets, PCs, paper 

shredders and dustbins etc. 
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Unit of two courts with chamber, office and waiting area 

Court of District Judge, Chamber & Meeting Hall 
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Vulnerable/Child Witness Deposition Centre 

24. Vulnerable Witness Deposition Centres (VWDC) are to be set 

up in terms of the directions of Hon'ble Supreme Court in State 

of Maharashtra Vs Bandu8 and Smruti Tukaram Badade Vs. 

State of Maharashtra9. 

25. In Smruti Tukaram Badade (supra), Hon9ble Supreme Court 

expanded the term vulnerable witness to include not only child 

and POCSO victims but also age neutral victims of sexual 

assaults or Section 377 IPC, witness suffering from mental 

illness or disability and witnesses having threat perception. 

Thus, VWDC are required not only for POCSO Courts and child 

witnesses but for other age neutral victims. 

26. In Smruti9s case, Hon9ble Supreme Court also constituted a 

committee headed by Hon9ble Ms. Justice Geeta Mittal, former 

Chief Justice of Jammu & Kashmir High Court to suggest 

prototype of VWDC. This Committee proposed a prototype for 

VWDC whereupon suggestions of all High Courts were also 

called. The present sub-committee has therefore, adopted the 

above prototype of VWDC as a guiding factor and accordingly 

incorporated VWDC in various court complexes as mentioned 

below. 

27. The prototype of VWDC includes witness deposition room, 

accused room, counselling room, judge9s room besides a court 

room. The sub-committee has proposed a complete VWDC unit 

including court room in all the District Court Complex and 

                                                 

8 (2018) 11 SCC 163 
9 Misc. Application No. 1852/2019 in Criminal Appeal No. 1101/2019 - Order dated 
11.01.2022 
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Taluka Court complexes of 10 or more courts. In court complex 

of 51 courts, two such VWDC Units have been proposed. 

However, in Taluka court complexes of less than 10 courts, in 

place of complete VWDC unit, the sub-committee has 

proposed Vulnerable Witness Deposition Centre and other 

facilities without a court room. In smaller court complexes, a 

dedicated court room of VWDC may not be of much use. The 

purpose may be served by providing VWDC unit without the 

court room in smaller court complexes. In all the court rooms 

of smaller court complexes, a small cabinet with one way view 

mirror may be provided for the accused persons and the same 

may be used when the witness is examined physically in court 

room. In other cases, the testimony of the witness may be 

recorded through video conferencing from VWDC and the 

accused may remain present in court room. The arrangement 

may be reversed and the witness may depose from court room 

the accused may be asked to remain present through VC 

instead of coming physically in court room. Besides the VC Unit 

of VWDC, other VC unit(s) are also being proposed in each 

 VWDC without Court Room 
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court complexes. These VC units may cater this requirement 

also.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 VWDC and POCSO Court 

 VWDC with Court Room 
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Witnesses’ and Litigants’ Waiting Area  
28. A sufficiently large and well lit waiting area outside the 

courtrooms is an extremely important factor in 

enhancing the overall ambience and user- 

friendliness of the Court Complex from the point of 

view of comfort for the litigants, witnesses and other visitors. 

Court Display monitors are to be placed in waiting areas. These 

waiting areas are to be made gender neutral. 

29. Public movement in the corridors needs to be minimized as 

much as possible. Large waiting lobbies merging into each 

other ensure better movement pattern as compared to the 

corridors system. Therefore, in the proposed plan, outside 

every court room, witness and litigant areas are provided 

Map of VWDC without Court 

Room
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adjacent to the corridor. These waiting areas are planned in 

such a manner that the movement in the corridor will not be 

affected in any manner. In this arrangement, no chairs will be 

required to be placed in the corridors.  

30. Optionally, the waiting and public access areas may have art 

works in the form of paintings, murals and sculptures for 

ensuring an appropriate and soothing internal ambience for 

the litigants so as to somewhat ease their stress of litigation. 

The informative displays of ADR services may also be used in 

the waiting areas. The colour of the walls should also reflect 

this approach. 

Accused Waiting Area (For inmates) 
31. Accused person who are not in custody may occupy place 

outside the waiting areas of the court room but there is need 

for a separate place for the inmate accused persons. Lock ups 

have been provided in lower ground floor whereas courts are 

on upper floors. In big court complex, spreading to various 

floors, it may not be practical to bring the inmate time and 

again from lockup to court room. It often happens that such 

inmates are required to wait for their turn in court as the 

concerned advocate may not be present at the relevant time. 

For such inmates, accused waiting room has been provided on 

every floor where courts are situated so that the inmates 

brought from the lockup may be kept in this area till their case 

is called up. 
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Administrative/Judicial staff offices  
32. Offices of the judicial staff are to be near to the court room as 

besides movement of files, court staff engaged in judicial work 

is frequently required to go to the court. Therefore, in the 

proposed plan, adjacent to the every court room, Ahalmad 

Room (approx. 3x7 meters) has been provided and next to the 

Ahalmad Room, adequate space (approx. 9.5x8.7 meters) has been 

provisioned for the court staff. With the court of Principal District 

Judges, some more space has been provided. (Two rooms of approx. 

8.7x13.5 meters). 

33. For Copying, Process Serving Wing (Nazarat), Accounts, Court 

Manager etc. appropriate space has been earmarked in the court 

premises at suitable places. 

Record Room  
34. Record room of sufficient space has been provided in every 

court complex. With the record room, space has also 

been provided for digitization of the record. Thus, the 

record would be digitized without much movement of 

the files. This will not only save time but also the incidences of 

misplacing the records will be checked. 

35. In Phase-III of E-Courts Project, out of total budget of Rs. 7210 

crore, Rs. 2038.40 crore is marked for Scanning, Digitization and 

Digital Preservation of Case Records which is more than 28% of 

the entire budget. This is the highest allocation for any 

component out of total 24 components. Thus, much focus is on 

digitization and setting up paperless courts. Once the entire 

record will be digitized and the courts will become paperless 

through e-filing, the space of record rooms will be available. In 

proposed designs, plan has been made for its future use. 
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36. In the court complex of 51 courts, the record room is on lower 

ground floor. This may not be used for court room and 

therefore, it is planned to use this space for parking and 

accordingly, the ramp has been kept wide enough so that even 

four wheelers may get access to this area. 

37. In all other court complex (1, 2, 5, and 10 courts), the record 

rooms are on upper floors and are planned in a manner that 

the space may be used in future as a complete court unit with 

chamber of judge, office etc. 

Malkhana  
38. In every court complex, provision for Malkhana has been made. 

Provision for Double Lock Malkhana has also been made 

where gold, jewelry and other valuables may be kept. 

Malkhana should have the facility of climate controlled 

storage and secure evidence packaging station. In court 

complex of 51 court rooms, Malkhana is on lower ground floor 

and for ease, the ramp has been made wide enough so that 

loading tempo like vehicle may go upto Malkhana.  

Space for Legal Services Activities and ADR system 

39. Legal Services Institutions and Alternative Disputes Redressal 

Systems are integral part of justice delivery system. For 

these institutions appropriate place is to be provided within 

the court complex itself. In good number of districts, ADR 

centres have been constructed/established within the 

premises of court complex. Therefore, sub-committee has 

proposed space for ADR Centre above the top floor of all the 

District Court complexes. This may be suitably used for ADR 

services, if required.  
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Mediation & Conciliation Cubicles 

40. Besides this, at various places in the court building, space for 

legal services activities has also been provided. 

Provisions have been made for Mediation and 

Arbitration Cubicles within the court building. 

Secure Lock-Up for prisoners attending court hearings 

41. Though, the presence of most of the under trial accused 

persons can be secured before court through video 

conferencing but still their physical presence is required for 

various purposes. 

42. Therefore, Male and Female Lockups are provisioned besides a 

separate lockup for hardcore criminals. For bringing these 

criminals to lockups and for taking them from lockups to court, 

separate passage and lift has been provided.  

43. In court complex of 51 courts, lock-ups have been provided 

within the court building whereas in smaller taluka court 

complexes (1, 2, 5, and 10 courts), lock-ups have been provided 

outside court building within the same premises. 

Space for other services 

Facilities for Litigants/ Public at the Entrance  

Security Check Zone 

44. At all the public entries of the court complex, there will be a security 

check zone. After security check, the entrants will be issued 

access cards and they will be permitted entry through these 

access cards. These cards will be used to control the access 

of the persons in a particular area. They will have to pass 

through various check points and the access card will permit 

the entry only if the entrant is authorized to enter the particular 
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zone. This system may be adopted in all District Court Complexes but 

in smaller taluka court complexes, in view of cost and maintenance 

aspects, in place of access cards, only security check may be done 

on every entry gate and for this provision has been made in all the 

model plans. Thus, for every court complex, an exhaustive access 

control and security check plan may be worked out as per local 

requirements. 

Signage 

 

45. At the entrance hall, one looks for directions to the desired 

destination. Therefore, a guide map, a reception centre 

along with facilitation centre and the document filing 

counter have to be located in the entrance hall.  

46. The signage system has to be planned for guiding the public to 

amenities like lift, stairs and toilets. Use of the universal graphic 

signage system is ideal for this purpose as it transcends 

language barriers. Floor plans should be provided for each floor 

and the stairs and fire escapes must be clearly depicted. 

47. It is essential that suitable signs are placed at prominent and   

required positions inside and outside a building to indicate 

clearly the exact locations of facilities that are available for use 

by persons with a disability. To design an effective signage 

system, the needs of different types of users in a building and 

the complexity of the building layout must be considered. 

48. At all appropriate places in the court complex, tactile signage 

are to be provided to make the services accessible to all. 
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Directional Signs 

49. Directional arrows and visual information shall be provided at 

conspicuous location in conjunction with the international 

symbol for accessibility to guide persons with a disability to the 

exact locations of the accessible facilities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The International Symbol of Accessibility 

 

50. The international symbol of accessibility shall be the 

wheelchair figure in white on a blue background and is to be 

provided at conspicuous location for the purposes of 

identifying/ advertising /signifying: 

i. Accessible entrance to the building; 

ii. Accessible exit from the building; 

iii. Reserved car parking facilities for persons with a disabil-

ity; 

iv. The location of toilets for persons with a disability; 

v. Usable vertical circulation facilities; 

vi. Usable cloakroom facilities; and 

vii. The availability of special services of information/service 

counter and telephone in the building 

DIRECTION IDENTIFICATION INFORMATION 

(A) EXAMPLE OF A SIGN IDENTIFYING A FACILITY AND INDICATING ITS 
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Electronic Display Board 

51. A large electronic display panel displaying the court numbers 

and the ongoing court case number has to be put up in the 

entry area for guidance. 

 

52. A notice board for displaying important notices should be 

provided in the entrance hall.  

Visual Signs 

53. Visual display board (such as LED) should be provided in public 

waiting areas and where there is an announcer installed to 

regularly convey information to the people inside. The visual 

display board should be able to display the essence of the 

information so announced. 
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Centralized Filing Section 

 

54. Near the main entry, provision is required to be made for 

Centralized Filing Section with sufficient number of windows. 

 

Help Desk/Enquiry and E-Sewa Kendra 

 

55.  E-Sewa Kendras are to be set up in each court complex. These 

Kendras are meant for providing help and multiple 

services to various stakeholders. In the guidelines of E-

Committee, Supreme Court of India, the E-Sewa 

Kendras are to be setup on any prominent place in the court 

complexes. Since, these Kendras are meant for basic help and 

assistance to e-services, the most prominent place will be at 

the entry of the court complex near centralized filing 

section. Therefore, E-sewa Kendra has been proposed in 

all the court complexes near Centralized Filing Section. 

Help/Enquriy Desk will also be set up in the E-Sewa Kendra. 

Wheelchair is to be made available near Help Desk which may 

be used in case of any need. 

 

Compliant/suggestion box  

56. Outside Help/Enquiry Desk, there shall be placed a suggestion 

and complaint box. This box is to be placed a prominent 

place which is easily visible and accessible to all the 

visitors. One court staff will be deputed and made 

responsible that the complaint box is opened every day and the 
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complaints/suggestions received are placed before the 

competent authority for further necessary action. 

 

 

 

 

 Map of Centralized filing & E-Sewa Kendra  

dKendra

 Centralized filing & E-Sewa Kendra  
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Scanning & Digitization 

57. For the purpose of e-filing, the facility of scanning is must and 

the same has to be provided in the court complex. 

Therefore, along with the E-Sewa Kendras, provision has 

been made in the proposed plan for scanning and 

digitization facilities. In addition to this, in the Advocate9s 

Block, adequate space has been provided where the scanning 

and e-filing facility may be provided by outsourced persons. 

Within the court building, such facility will be available near E-

Sewa Kendra. This may be manned by the court staff or it may 

also be outsourced. In some High Courts like Delhi, Rajasthan, 

Allahabad such scanning and e-filing facilities are available for 

litigants on fixed price. This space at the entrance adjacent to 

the centralized filing section may be suitably used for these 

services.  

 View of Centralized filing  



 

57 

 

Lifts for vertical movement  
58. Provision for lifts has been made in all the court complexes 

except court complexes of one and two courts. Separate 

lift has been provided for bringing the accused persons 

from lockup. In court complex of one and two courts, the 

building is only of two floors and provision of ramp has 

been made. Space has been left where in future lift may be 

installed if required. 

59. The lift lobby has been planned in such a manner that the after 

entering in main lobby, only the stairs will be visible. Lift lobby 

has been kept on backside. The purpose behind this design is 

that the persons who are going upto only 2-3 floors will take 

the stairs without further searching for the lift. Only those who 

are required to go on higher floors will search the lift and thus, 

the lifts will be lesser burdened, energy will be saved and those 

really require lift will get quicker service.   

Fire Exit  
60. Clear (written and graphic) signage/guide maps and fire exit 

location maps. 

 

61. Main stairs /fire stairs etc. for efficient evacuation during 

any emergency. 

 

62. A Braille and tactile fire exit map shall be provided directly 

above the call button of the accessible lift in the lobby of the 

accessible lift in a building if a fire exit map for the use of the 

public is provided. The map shall be placed at 800 mm to 1200 

mm above the finished floor level. 
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Video Conferencing Booths/Studios 

63. Besides video conferencing facility in each court room, there is 

need for some VC Booths/Studios in every court 

complex wherefrom the advocates, witnesses and 

litigants may attend the court proceedings of any court 

of the country. These VC Booths/Studios may work as Remote 

Point in terms of model Video Conferencing Rules of E-

Committee, Supreme Court of India which have been adopted 

by most of the High Courts. Therefore, in every court complex, 

VC booths/Studios have been provisioned. 

  

Conference Hall 
64. In the Court Complex of 51 Courts (may be used for all the 

District Court Complexes of 20 and more courts), 

provision has been made for a Conference Hall  of seating 

capacity of 232 persons. In previous Baseline Report, the 

capacity of such hall was recommended to be 100 but in view 

of various recent activities and increase in work load in all 

spheres, this much of capacity would be required to make the 

conference hall useful and purposeful. The conference hall may 

be used for various trainings, legal aid activities and other 

programmes which are organized frequently these days. 
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Conference Hall 

Conference Hall 
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65. In taluka court complex of 10 Courts, provision for Conference 

Hall of capacity of 100 persons has been made. In smaller court 

complexes (1, 2 and 5 Courts), provision has been made for VC 

cum Meeting Room of the capacity of 20-25 persons. These 

rooms may cater the need of all the local meetings. 

Library for Judges 

66.  In all the Court Complexes including Taluka Courts, 

provision has been made for a centralized library for Judges. The 

office of librarian and library staff are also attached with the 

library. 

Judges’ Common Room  
67.  In model plan, provision has been made for Judges9 Common 

Room which may be used by the Judges during lunch hours 

or for any other small get together on various occasions. 

 

Museum   
68. To display the values, history and legacy of Judiciary for 

the knowledge and benefits of all concerned, a Museum is to 

be set up in every District Court Complex. For this purpose, 

space of approx. 17.7x9.5 meters has been earmarked in the 

proposed plan for Museum. 

Crèche & Baby Feeding Room 

69. In the model plans, it is proposed that in all the court 

complex, there should be Crèche for children of court staff 

and advocates. With Crèche, Baby Feeding Room is also to be 

provided. 
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Recreation Centre/De-stress Room  
70. In every court complex, it is proposed to have provision 

for recreation centre/de-stress room for the court staff 

(separate rooms for male and female staff) where indoor 

sports and other recreational facilities will be available.  

Canteen  
71. In all the court complexes, provision has been made for 

Canteen which may be used by the court staff, witnesses 

and litigants.  

 

Toilets  
72. The Court Complex needs to have provision for Male Toilets, 

Female Toilets and also for Gender Neutral Toilets or All 

Gender Restrooms. The 2014 Supreme Court guidelines in 

National Legal Services Authority v. Union of India10 

require that separate provisions for toilets and other 

facilities be provided to persons belonging to the third 

gender. Hence, provisions for the same must be made in 

all Court Complexes. The label, Gender Neutral Toilets, All 

Gender Restrooms, Unisex Toilets or Toilets for Third Gender 

may be interchangeably used. In toiles for female, provision is 

also to be made for Sanitary Napkin Dispenser. 

73. Accessibility of visually impaired persons - To make the toilets 

accessible for visually impaired persons, Braille and tactile sign 

shall be installed on adjacent wall or door of public toilet to 

indicate whether the toilet is for male, female or unisex. The 

sign shall be placed at 900 mm to 1500 mm above the finished 

                                                 

10 (2014) 5 SCC 438 
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floor level. If there is no door, the sign shall be provided on the 

wall in front of the toilets. 

Provision for drinking water 

74. Litigants, witnesses and other stakeholders stay in the court 

premises for long time. Facility of clean and hygienic 

drinking water without moving around too far is basic 

necessity. Therefore, in the court complex, provision has 

been made for drinking water on all the floors. Smart water 

dispensers may be installed with water quality monitoring. 

Computer Server Room 

75. For IT enabled court complex, Computer Server Room is a kind 

of heart of the system. Therefore, Computer Server Room is 

to be planned in every court complex at a very suitable place 

which is safe from rain water etc. This room must have 

uninterrupted power supply and should be backed up by a 

dedicated power generator System. 

Building Management System (IBMS) 

76. Integrated Building Management System (IBMS) is must for any 

smart modern building. Thus, provision has been made for 

space for Building Management System wherefrom all the 

activities related to day to day maintenance, upkeep of the 

building, sanitation etc. will be monitored and 

implemented. The Integrated Building Management System 

would be for monitoring of digital/electronic display, control of 

specified E&M systems like substation, power generator sets, 

UPS, Solar PV system, lifts, AC plants, ventilation systems, fire 

protection systems, water supply pumps, STP etc. The IBMS 
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would comprise of the integration of various independent 

systems on a common system. 

General Requirements at Ground Level Entry Points 

77. A very important aspect in planning of movement of various 

user groups of the court complex is their segregation at entry 

points and within the complex. Segregated and secured 

movement for judges, lawyers and litigants has to be fully 

assured as under: 

i. All entry points have to be fully secured by adequate 

security personnel with all state of art surveillance and 

access control equipments. 

ii. Proper security arrangement and space/provision for 

keeping personal belongings of all security staff need to 

be provided at all entry points. 

For Litigants/ general public 

78. Litigants and the visiting public should enter the court 

complex through an access control and surveillance system 

dedicated for the purpose. 

79. For the visitors coming in their own vehicles, the car parking 

lots have to be separated from the main court block and visitors 

are expected to walk down to the dedicated visitors9 entry. 

80. The entry points should have baggage scanners/metal 

detectors etc. 

 

Advocates’ Block 

81. Advocates are integral part of the judicial 

system. Without assistance of the Advocates, the judicial 
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system cannot serve its purpose. Bar Halls, Chambers for 

Advocates, other facilities required for the Advocates are 

essential aspects to be considered while carrying out a court 

development planning exercise.  

82. Therefore, in the model court complex plan, two blocks are 

planned, one for the court and another for the Advocates. Both 

the Blocks would be in same premises close to each other and 

inter-connected. 

Inter-connected with Court Building 

83. In bigger court complexes, where both the buildings are 

multistoried, all the floors of Advocates9 Block where chambers 

are provisioned, would be connected to court floor through a 

bridge for easy accessibility of courts for the Advocates.  

Services Available in Advocates Block 

84. In Advocates Block, the proposed plan provides for Advocate 

Chambers, Space for Stamp Vendor, Typist, other shops, 

scanning, Photostat, Bank, Post Office, Dispensary, Canteen, 

Library Bar Hall, Common Halls for Male and Female Advocates, 

Waiting areas, toilets and Prosecution wing. Details of number 

of chambers provided in each court complex are given 

hereinafter with floor wise details of the court complexes.    

Recreation Centre/ De-stress Room for Advocates 

In Advocates Block, the proposed plan provides for appropriate 

space for recreation and de-stress activities for the Advocates. 

Arrangements for indoor sports may be made in this space.  
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Prosecution Wing   

85. Prosecution is a major component of the Criminal Justice 

System. It has been a long-standing complaint of 

the prosecution branch all over the country that 

adequate space and office facilities are not 

provided to them in the court building and this hampers their 

efficiency. The prosecutors certainly require a comfortable 

office space where they can confer with the police, other 

investigating agencies and complainants. They also need 

adequate space for studying the case files, drafting 

applications, preparing arguments and to undertake necessary 

legal research. A court cannot function without effective 

support from prosecution agency. Therefore, in model plan, 

dedicated space for prosecution has been provided in 

Advocates Block. Besides this, on every court floor, rooms for 

Public Prosecutors are provided where they can sit and prepare 

for their cases. For 2-3 courts, one such room has been 

provided. 

Other Infrastructure Requirements 

86. Following are some important additional infrastructure 

provisions necessary in the Court Block. These will go a long 

way in the development of a modern and efficient court set up. 

i. Adequate space to facilitate crowd movement and 

gathering. 

ii. Proper ventilation and temperature control either by air 

conditioning or air cooling. 
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iii. Good lighting with least dependence on artificial 

lighting so as to save on electricity and power 

requirements. 

iv. Good acoustics to ensure reduced noise level in court 

rooms and public areas. 

v. Adequate provision for fire alarms, fire detection and 

fire-fighting arrangement in all parts of the court 

complex. 

vi. 100% electrical back-up and un-interrupted power 

supply for all electronic and computer equipments. 

vii. Good ambience in the public areas as well as in court 

rooms in general. 

viii. Efficient communication facilities. 

ix. Data networking arrangement linked with video 

conferencing facility with various prisons and other 

related areas within the Court Complex. 

x. Access controls, surveillance and continued security at 

all vulnerable points including night vision cameras at all 

entry gates and other important spots. 

xi. Adequate provision in the court complex for hurdle-free 

movement of persons with disabilities. 

xii. Adequate toilets and rest rooms for persons with 

disabilities. 

xiii. An efficient housekeeping set-up for upkeep of all 

facilities. 

xiv. A clear-cut disaster management policy must be in 

place. 
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Parking of vehicles 

87. Adequate parking space distinctly identified with separate 

entry  and exit points for the following users- 

i. Judges 

ii. Advocates 

iii. Court Staff 

iv. Litigants and visiting public 

v. Jail vans and police vehicles 

88. Number of Four Whelers and Two Wheelers for which Parking 

facility has been made and other details are mentioned with 

the floor wise details of model plans for each court complex.  

Land and building area required 

89. The previous Baseline Report suggested three model plans for 

court complexes viz., Court Complex Building with 40 courts, 6 

courts and single court. The present sub-committee has 

suggested 5 model plans viz., court complex with 51 courts, 10 

courts, 5 courts, 2 courts and 1 court. It would be expedient to 

mention here about the land required for the construction of 

above court complexes.  

i. 40 Court Room Complex of Previous Baseline report and 51 

Court Room Complex as suggested in this report  

As per previous baseline report, the required land area for 40 

court complex was to be approx. 9 acres. In the main body of 

the report, it was stated that this plan will be as per Appendix-

7 whereas model plans of single court complex and 6 court 



 

68 

 

complex will be as per Appendix 8 and 9 but the plans attached 

with the report were not accordingly. Appendix-7 was of single 

court complex, Appendix-8 was of 6 court complex and 

Appendix-9 was budget allocation statistics. No plan for 40 

court complex was attached with the report. The present sub-

committee also requested NCMS Secretariat to provide this 

plan but no such plan was made available. Thus, from the 

previous baseline report, the planning of 40 court complex is 

not clear. It is not clear that the building is of how many floors, 

how many courts are planned on each floor, where the parking 

will be available and how the office, conference hall and other 

facilities were planned. It was also not mentioned as to this 

plan is for District or Taluka Court Complex.  

The present sub-committee has suggested a model plan for 

District Court Complex of 51 courts. The top four floors of this 

plan are standard floors and have 7 courts each. Thus, this plan 

may be used for lesser or more number of courts by reducing 

or adding the floors in the standard floor plan level. Provision 

has also been made for reserved land for construction of new 

court building in future. The plan includes all the required 

facilities mentioned above in detail. The plan is of integrated 

court complex which include Family Courts, POCSO Courts, 

Commercial Courts and other Special Courts. 

The land area required for above plan would be around 17 

acres but besides the court building, the plan also includes 

Advocates Block with Multilevel Car Parking, Public Parking 

and space for future expansion. Space required for Advocate 

Block with Multilevel Car Parking and Public Parking is 5.29 
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acres whereas 2.30 acres are left for future expansion where 

two blocks of 22 courts each i.e. total 44 courts may be 

constructed. Thus, the area for the court block remains 

approx. 11.71 acres. This land area for court block of 51 court 

is subdivided as – 6.70 acres for court building, 2.30 acres for 

future expansion of court building and 2.71 acres for 

landscaped area in front of the court building. 

ii. Court rooms per floor expandable upto 24-court complex 

plan of previous Baseline report and 5 & 10 courts complex 

plan of the present report 

The previous Baseline report recommended a plan of 6 courts 

on each floor expandable upto 24 courts. The area required 

for this plan was to be about 5-6 acres. Appendix 8 was the 

map of this plan which shows 6 courts on each floor but 

various sections like Copying, Accounts, Nazarat, Malkhana, 

and Record etc. are not shown in the map. Conference Hall is 

also not shown in the map. Space for Parking has also not been 

shown. Provision for Advocate9s chamber is also not there in 

this plan. 

The present sub-committee has recommended taluka court 

complex plans for 5 and 10 courts.  

The plan of court complex of 5 courts has 2 courts on its top 

floor which may be increased further by adding extra 

floor/floors. The plan has provision of Conference Hall besides 

offices and all the administrative sections. Advocate Block and 

Parking has also been provided in this plan. The land area 

required for court block would be approx. 5 acres. The land for 

Advocate Block and Parking for public is approx. 2.0 acres. 
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Thus, the area for the court building remains approx. 3.0 acres. 

This land area for court block of 5 courts is subdivided as 1.86 

acres for court building, 0.43 acres for staff parking and 0.71 

acres for landscaped area in front of the court building. 

The court complex of 10 courts has 4 courts at its top floor 

which may be further increased by adding extra floor/floors. 

The plan also has provision of Conference Hall besides offices 

and all the administrative sections. Advocate Block and 

Parking has also been provided in this plan. The land area 

required for this court complex would be 8.12 acres. The land 

for Advocate Block and Parking for public is 2.51 acres. Thus, 

the area for the court building remains 5.62 acres. This land 

area for court block of 10 courts is subdivided as 3.48 acres for 

court building, 0.45 acres for staff parking and 1.69 acres for 

landscaped area in front of the court building. 

iii. Single Court Complex plan of previous Baseline Report and 1 

& 2 court complex plan of present report. 

As per the previous Baseline Report, single court complex plan 

is expandable to four floors which will offer four courts and the 

land area required would be 2.00 to 2.5 acres. Appendix 7 was 

the map for this plan. There was no provision for Advocate 

chambers in this plan. Parking space has been shown in layout 

plan but it was not mentioned as to the parking is for how 

many two wheelers and four wheelers. The area of Parking has 

also not been mentioned.  

The present sub-committee has recommended plans for 

taluka court complex of 1 and 2 courts. These plans may be 

expanded for 3-6 courts by raising one or two more floors on 
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the same building as the plan is made for two courts on each 

floor.  

The land area required for the Court Complex of 1 court would 

be approx. 5 acres. Again, the present plan includes space for 

Advocates Block & parking area which justifies the area 

required. The area required for the Advocate block would be 

approx. 0.95 acres whereas the area required for open parking 

for public would be approx. 1.05 acres. Thus, the area for court 

block remains approx. 3.0 acres. This land area for court block 

of 1 court is subdivided as 1.79 acres for court building, 0.41 

acres for staff parking and 0.80 acres for landscaped area in 

front of the court building. 

The land area required for court complex of 2 courts is also 

approx. 5 acres. This plan also includes space for Advocates 

Block & parking area which justifies the area required. The 

area required for the Advocate block would be approx. 0.95 

acres whereas the area required for open parking for public 

would be approx. 1.05 acres. Thus, the area for court block 

remains approx. 3.0 acres. This land area for court block of 2 

courts is subdivided as 1.82 acres for court building, 0.44 acres 

for staff parking and 0.74 acres for landscaped area in front of 

the court building. 

90. It may also be pertinent to mention here that in all the plans 

recommended by the sub-committee (District & Taluka Court 

Complexes), court room size of all the courts other than the court 

of District Judge has been substantially increased. Besides this, 

provisions have also been made for E-Sewa Kendra, Scanning and 

Digitization, Video Conferencing, Mediation Cabins, Crèche, Baby 
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Feeding Room, Recreation and De-stress Centres, Common 

Rooms etc., still the land area required for the court building only 

is almost similar to the previous report. 

91. The required land area for different plans as mentioned above is 

comparatively shown in following table for at a glance view. 
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Land and building are required – At a glance 

Plans proposed in Present Report 

Plans proposed in 
Previous Baseline 

Report 

Court 
Complex 

Land Area 
Court 

Complex 

Land 
Area 

51 courts 
(expandable 
by additional 

floors of 7 
courts each 

and up to 44 
courts on 

reserved land) 

Total Land Area- 17 Acre 

1. Land for Court Block- 11.71 acre as 
shown blow- 
1.1 for Court building - 6.70 acre 

1.2 for future expansion - 2.30 acre 

1.3 For landscaped area - 2.71 acre 

2. Land for Adv. Block - 3.43 acre 

3. Land for Public Parking - 1.86 acre 

 

40 Courts 
(details of 

further 
expansion not 
available with 

the report ) 

9 acre 
(Only 
court 

building) 

10 Courts 
(expandable 
by additional 

floor of 4 
courts each) 

Total Land Area- 8.12 Acre 

1. 1. Land used for Court block- 5.62 acre as 
shown below- 
1.1 For Court Building - 3.48 Acre 

1.2 For staff Parking - 0.45 acre 

1.3 For landscaped area - 1.69 acre 

2.Land for Adv. Block - 1.10 acre 

3.Land for public parking - 1.41 acre 

 

No 
Corresponding 

plan 

- 

5 courts 
(expandable 
by additional 

floors of 2 
courts each) 

Total Land Area – 5 acre 

1. Land for Court Block- 3 acre as shown 
below- 
1.1 For Court Building - 1.86 acre 

1.2 For staff Parking -  0.43 

1.3 For Landscaped area -  0.71 acre 

2 For Adv. Block -  0.95 acre 

3. Land for Public Parking - 1.05 acre 

6 Court 
(Expandable 
by additional 

floors of 4 
courts each) 

5-6 acre 
(Only for 

Court 
Building) 

2 Courts 

(expandable 

by additional 

floors of 2 

Courts each ) 

Total Land Area – 5 Acre 

1. Land used for Court Block – 3 acre as 
shown below- 
1.1  For Court building -  1.82 acre 

1.2  For Staff Parking -  0.44 acre 

1.3  For landscaped area -  0.74 acre 

2.  Land for Adv. Block -  0.95 acre 
3.Land for Public Parking - 1.05 acre 

1 Court 
(expandable 
by additional 

floors of 1 
court each) 

2-3 acre 
(Only for 

Court 
Building) 

1 Court 

(expandable 
by additional 

floors of 2 
Courts each ) 

Total Land Area – 5 Acre 

1. Land used for Court Block – 3 acre as 
shown below- 
1.1  For Court building - 1.79 acre 

1.2  For Staff Parking - 0.41 acre 

1.3  For landscaped area - 0.80 acre 

2.  Land for Adv. Block -  0.95 acre 

3.Land for Public Parking - 1.05 acre 

 

1 Court 
(expandable 
by additional 

floors of 1 
court each) 

2-3 acre 
(Only for 

Court 
Building) 
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Model Plans - Area statement and floor wise details 

92. The sub-committee has worked different plans for court 

complex of 1, 2, 5, 10 and 51 courts. These plans may be 

suitably modified for lesser or more number of courts as per 

local requirements. Floor wise description of these plans are 

given below and the maps/drawing of these plan are also 

attached with the report. The sub-committee has taken the 

court complexes of less than 20 courts as Taluka Courts 

whereas the court complex of 20 or courts are taken as District 

Court Complexes. 

 

  

3D view of court complex of 51 Courts 
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Interconnected Court Block & Advocate Block 



 

76 

 

Court Complex of 51 Court (District Court Complex)11 

 
TOTAL PLOT AREA REQUIRED- 68800.0 SQ.M. (17.0 ACRE 
APPROX.) 
 
1.) LAND USED FOR COURT BLOCK= 47415.0 SQ.M. (11.71 ACRE 
APPROX.) 
a.) FOR COURT BUILDING= 27088.0 SQ.M. (6.70 ACRE APPROX.) 

b.) FOR FUTURE EXPANSION= 9360.0 SQ.M. (2.30 ACRE APPROX.) 

c.) FOR LANDSCAPED AREA= 10967.0 SQ.M. (2.71 ACRE APPROX.) 

 

2.) LAND USED FOR ADVOCATES CHAMBER BLOCK= 13875.0 SQ.M. 
(3.43 ACRE APPROX.) 
 
3.) LAND USED FOR PUBLIC PARKING= 7510.0 SQ.M. (1.86 ACRE 
APPROX.) 
• COURT COMPLEX (BASEMENT+LGF+UGF+9) 

• M L C P & ADVOCATE CHAMBER BLOCK (2 BASEMENT + GROUND 
FLOOR + 6) 

• SECURITY CHECK BLOCK. 

• D.G.C & GOVT.PLEADER BLOCK (ATTACHED WITH ADVOCATE 
CHAMBER BLOCK) 

• 2 WHEELER & 4 WHEELER PARKING FOR PUBLIC (OPEN SURFACE). 

• CONNECTING BRIDGE FROM FOURTH TO SIXTH FLOOR. 

• 2 BLOCKS OF 18 No. COURT BLOCK EACH IN FUTURE.  

• PODIUM PAKING BELOW LANDSCAPED LAWN (FOR PUBLIC) 

 
A.) PROVISIONS MADE IN COURT BUILDING 
 
1.) BASEMENT PLAN 

 
4 Wheeler Parking (Mechanical) - 306 NO. 
2.) LOWER GROUND FLOOR PLAN 

 
2 Wheeler Parking- 430 no. 
Record Room, Malkhana with Double Lock Malkhana, Copying Section, E-
Waste Store, Godown/ store, Digitization cum Scanning Room, Record 
Room, Canteen, Server, BMS & Networking Room, Fire Control Room, Male 
& Female Lockup, Lockup for Serious Offence Under Trial, Electrical Panel 
Room, A.C. Plant Room. 
 
3.) UPPER GROUND FLOOR PLAN 
D.J. Chamber with Retiring Room, Steno Room,  D.J. Court Room, D.J. 
                                                 

11 Annexure - 3   Floor wise Model Plan maps of Court Complex of 51 Courts 
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Office- 2 no., 
Meeting Room, Nazarat, Nazir, 2 No. V.C. Room with Office, Munsarim, 
Fauzdar, Computer Room, Video Conferencing cum Meeting Room with (5 
no. VC cabin), SAO Room, ACC Admin., Accounts Section, Cash Section, 
De-stress Room for Court Staff (Male & Female), Crèche for Court Staff & 
Baby Feeding Room, Court Manager Room, PP/ APP Room- 4no., Accused 
Waiting, Litigants Waiting, Witness Waiting, Centralized Filing Section, E-
Sewa Kendra with Photocopier & Scanning Facility, Legal Aid Services, PRO 
Room, Pantry, Conference Hall (Double ht.)- 232 person’s capacity.  
 
 
4.) FIRST FLOOR PLAN 
 
3 No. Family Court with 1 No. Principal Judge Court, Meeting Room, 
Counseling Room, Children’s Crèche & Baby Feeding Room, Mediation 
Room, PP/ APP Room- 4 no., Accused Waiting, Litigants Waiting, Witness 
Waiting, 2 no. Court Room with Office, Judges Chamber, Retiring & Toilet, 
Steno & Waiting.  
 
5.) SECOND FLOOR PLAN 

 
3 No. Special Court, 2 no. Commercial Court, Each Having Office, Judges 
Chamber, Retiring & Toilet, Steno & Waiting, Registrar Room, Meeting Room, 
Guest Room/ Waiting, PP/ APP Room- 4 no., Accused Waiting, Litigants 
Waiting, Witness Waiting, 1 no. Court Room with Office, Judges Chamber, 
Retiring & Toilet, Steno & Waiting, Library, Librarian Room, Museum. 
 
6.) THIRD FLOOR PLAN 
 
2 No. Vulnerable Victims Deposition Court Each Having Victim Waiting Area, 
Psychologist Room, Counseling Room, VWDR, PP/ APP Room- 4 no., 
Accused Waiting, Litigants Waiting, Witness Waiting, 5 no. POCSO Court with 
Office, Judges Chamber, Retiring & Toilet, Steno & Waiting Lobby, Judges 
Common Room/ Lunch Room with Pantry. 
 
7.) FOURTH FLOOR PLAN 

 
6 No. Court Room with Office Judges Chamber, Retiring & Toilet, Steno & 
Waiting Lobby, PP/ APP Room- 4no., Accused Waiting, Litigants Waiting, 
Witness Waiting, Mediation/ Arbitration (with 5 no. Cabins, Office & Waiting), 
Staff Common Room/ Multipurpose Hall. 
 
8.) FIFTH TO EIGHTH FLOOR 
 
7 No. Court Room with Office Judges Chamber, Retiring & Toilet, Steno & 
Waiting Lobby, PP/ APP Room- 4 no., Accused Waiting, Litigants Waiting, 
Witness Waiting. 
 
9.) NINTH FLOOR 
 
ADR CENTRE. 
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B.) PROVISIONS MADE IN MULTILEVEL CAR PARKING, 
ADVOCATES CHAMBER & D.G.C. BLOCK 

1.) BASEMENT LVL.- 02 

 
4 Wheeler Parking (Mechanical) - 268 No. 
 
2.) BASEMENT LVL.- 01 
 
4 Wheeler Parking (Mechanical) - 268 No. 
 
3.) GROUND FLOOR PLAN 
 
2 Wheeler Parking- 340 No., Disable Parking- 08 No., 4 No. Shops, Bank, 
Post Office, Canteen, Dispensary, Xerox, Dining hall for Advocates/Bar 
members, D.G.C. Chamber- 2 no., Govt. Pleader Chamber- 2 no. 
 
4.) FIRST FLOOR PLAN 

 
2 Wheeler Parking- 610 No., Library & Common Hall for Male & Female, 
Waiting Hall for Male, Female & Family/ Specially Abled Litigants, D.G.C. 
Chamber- 2 no., Govt. Pleader Chamber- 2 no. 
 
5.) SECOND FLOOR PLAN 
 
4 Wheeler Parking (Mechanical) - 268 No., Hall for Bar Association (double 
height), D.G.C. Chamber- 2 no., Govt. Pleader Chamber- 2 no. 
 
6.) THIRD FLOOR PLAN 

 
4 Wheeler Parking (Mechanical) - 268 No., D.G.C. Chamber- 2 no., Govt. 
Pleader Chamber- 2 no. 
 
7.) FOURTH FLOOR PLAN 
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72 No. Advocate Chamber, Hall for Stamp Vendor & Typist, Hall for Junior 
Advocates, 
Common Hall for Advocates, D.G.C. Chamber- 2 no., Govt. Pleader 
Chamber- 2 no. 
 
8.) FIFTH FLOOR PLAN 
 
72 No. Advocate Chamber, Hall for Stamp Vendor & Typist, Hall for Junior 
Advocates, 
D.G.C. Chamber- 2 no., Govt. Pleader Chamber- 2 no. 
 
9.) SIXTH FLOOR PLAN 
 
72 No. Advocate Chamber, Hall for Stamp Vendor & Typist, Hall for Junior 
Advocates, 
D.G.C. Chamber- 2 no., Govt. Pleader Chamber- 2 no. 
 
TOTAL No. of Four Wheeler Parking- 1072 No. 

TOTAL No. of Two Wheeler Parking - 960 No. 

TOTAL No. of Advocate Chambers   - 216 No. 

4 No. Advocate in 1 Chamber = 216 X 4 = 864 No. Advocates 

 

PARKING CALCULATION - 
4 WHEELER PARKING –  

BASEMENT PARKING IN 
COURT COMPLEX 

306 NO. 

CAR PARKING IN MLCP/ 
ADVOCATE CHAMBER 

1072 NO. 

PODIUM CAR PARKING 
BELOW LANDSCAPED LAWN 

664 NO. 
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(MECHANICAL) 
TOTAL NO. OF 4 WHEELER 
PARKING PROVIDED 

2042 NO. 

  

2 WHEELER PARKING –  

OPEN SURFACE PARKING 780 NO. 
COURT COMPLEX (LOWER 
GROUND) PARKING 

430 NO. 

2 WHEELER PARKING IN 
MLCP/ADVOCATE CHAMBER 

960 NO. 

PODIUM 2 WHEELER 
PARKING BELOW 
LANDSCAPED LAWN 

742 NO. 

TOTAL NO. OF 2 WHEELER 
PARKING PROVIDED 

2912 NO. 

TOTAL PARKING 
PROVIDED (2 WHEELER & 4 
WHEELER) 

4954 NO. 

 
***** 
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Court Complex of 10 Court (Taluka Court Complex)12
 

 

TOTAL PLOT AREA REQUIRED- 32900.0 SQ.M. (8.12 ACRE 
APPROX.) 

1.) LAND USED FOR COURT BLOCK= 22738.0 SQ.M. (5.62 ACRE 
APPROX.) 

a.) FOR COURT BUILDING= 14055.0 SQ.M. (3.48 ACRE APPROX.) 

b.) FOR STAFF PARKING= 1838.0 SQ.M. (0.45 ACRE APPROX.) 

c.) FOR LANDSCAPED AREA= 6845.0 SQ.M. (1.69 ACRE APPROX.) 

 

2.) LAND USED FOR ADVOCATES CHAMBER BLOCK= 4440.0 
SQ.M. (1.10 ACRE APPROX.) 

3.) LAND USED FOR PUBLIC PARKING= 5722.0 SQ.M. (1.41 ACRE 
APPROX.) 

• COURT BUILDING  (GROUND+3) 

• ADVOCATE CHAMBER BLOCK- 40 no. Advocates Chamber 
(GROUND FLOOR + 2) 

• LOCKUP 

• 2 WHEELER & 4 WHEELER PARKING FOR PUBLIC (OPEN 
SURFACE). 

 

A.) PROVISIONS MADE IN COURT BUILDING 

1.) GROUND FLOOR PLAN 
 
2 No. Court Room with Office Judges Chamber, Retiring & Toilet, Steno & 
Waiting Lobby, Litigant Waiting, Witness Waiting, PP/ APP Room- 2 no., 
Accused Waiting, Nazarat, Computer Room, Video Conferencing Room cum 
Meeting Room, Mediation/Arbitration Cabin-02 no., ACC Admin., Staff Room- 
2 no., Accounts Section, Cash Section, Court Manager Room, Centralized 
Filing Section, E- Sewa Kendra, Judges Common/ Lunch Room. 
 
2.) FIRST FLOOR PLAN 
 
4 No. Court Room with Office Judges Chamber, Retiring & Toilet, Steno & 
Waiting Lobby, 1 no. Vulnerable Victims Deposition Court with Victim Waiting, 
Psychologist Room, Counseling Room, VWDR, Litigant Waiting, Witness 
Waiting, PP/ APP Room- 2no. , Accused Waiting, Library, Recreation Center 
for Court Staff. 
 

                                                 

12 Annexure-4 Floor wise Model Plan maps of Court Complex of 10 Courts 
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3.) SECOND FLOOR PLAN 
4 No. Court Room with Office Judges Chamber, Retiring & Toilet, Steno & 
Waiting Lobby, Litigant Waiting, Witness Waiting, PP/ APP Room- 2no., 
Accused Waiting, Pantry, Conference Hall-100 Capacity, Multipurpose Hall, 
Crèche & Baby Feeding Rom, Pantry. 
 
 
4.) THIRD FLOOR PLAN 
 
Record Room, Digitization cum Scanning Room, Malkhana with Double Lock 
Malkhana, Copying Section, E-Waste Store, BMS & Networking, Godown/ 
Store. 
 

 
 

B.) PROVISIONS MADE IN ADVOCATES CHAMBER BLOCK 
 

1.) GROUND FLOOR PLAN 

2 No. Shops, Bank, Post Office, Canteen for Public, Dispensary, Xerox, 
Canteen for Advocates, Hall for D.G.C. & Govt. Pleader Chamber, 
Common Hall for Advocates, Litigant Waiting for (Male & Female). 
 
2.) FIRST FLOOR PLAN 

20 No. Advocate Chamber, Hall for Stamp Vendor & Typist, Hall for 
Junior Advocates, Hall for Bar Association, Hall for D.G.C. & Govt. 
Pleader Chamber. 
 
3.) SECOND FLOOR PLAN 

20 No. Advocate Chamber, Hall for Stamp Vendor & Typist, Hall for 
Junior Advocates, Hall for Bar Library, Hall for D.G.C. & Govt. Pleader 
Chamber. 
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C.) LOCKUP (Single Story Structure- 93.90 Sq.m.) To be 
constructed on open land as per requirement. 
 

 

PARKING CALCULATION - 
4 WHEELER PARKING –  

For Court Staff (Open Parking) 60 NO. 
For Public (Open Parking) 70 NO. 
TOTAL NO. OF 4 WHEELER PARKING 
PROVIDED 

130 NO. 

  

2 WHEELER PARKING –  

For Court Staff (Open Parking) 260 NO. 
For Public (Open Parking) 400 NO. 

TOTAL NO. OF 2 WHEELER PARKING 
PROVIDED 

660 NO. 

TOTAL PARKING PROVIDED (2 
WHEELER & 4 WHEELER) 

790 NO. 

  

 
***** 
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Court Complex of 5 Court (Taluka Court Complex)13
 

 

TOTAL PLOT AREA REQUIRED- 20160.0 SQ.M. (5.0 ACRE 
APPROX.) 

 

1.) LAND USED FOR COURT BLOCK= 12115.0 SQ.M. (3.0 ACRE 
APPROX.) 

a.) FOR COURT BUILDING= 7525.0 SQ.M. (1.86 ACRE APPROX.) 

b.) FOR STAFF PARKING= 1740.0 SQ.M. (0.43 ACRE APPROX.) 

c.) FOR LANDSCAPED AREA= 2850.0 SQ.M. (0.71 ACRE APPROX.) 

 

2.) LAND USED FOR ADVOCATES CHAMBER BLOCK= 3830.0 
SQ.M. (0.95 ACRE APPROX.) 

 

3.) LAND USED FOR PUBLIC PARKING= 4215.0 SQ.M. (1.05 ACRE 
APPROX.) 

• COURT BUILDING  (GROUND+2) 

• ADVOCATE CHAMBER BLOCK – 30 no. Advocates Chamber 
(GROUND FLOOR + 2) 

• LOCKUP 

• 2 WHEELER & 4 WHEELER PARKING FOR PUBLIC (OPEN 
SURFACE). 

 

A.) PROVISIONS MADE IN COURT BUILDING 

1.) GROUND FLOOR PLAN 
 
Entrance Lobby/ Security Check Area, Security Personnel Room, 
Centralized Filing Section, E- sewa Kendra, Video Conferencing 
Room, Mediation/ Arbitration -2 no. Cabin with Office, 2 no. Court 
Room with Office, Judges Chamber, Retiring & Toilet, Steno & Waiting 
Lobby, Litigant Waiting, Witness Waiting, PP/ APP Room- 2 no., Crèche 
and Baby Feeding Room, Staff Room- 2 no. 
 
2.) FIRST FLOOR PLAN 
 
1 no. Vulnerable Victims Deposition Centre having Victim Waiting, 
Psychologist Room, Counseling Room, VWDR, Library, Judges 
                                                 

13 Annexure-5 Floor wise Model Plan maps of Court Complex of 5 Courts 
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Common/ Lunch Room, Computer Room, Accounts Section, 
Malkahana with Double Lock Malkahana, 2 no. Court Room with Office, 
Judges Chamber, Retiring & Toilet, Steno & Waiting Lobby, Litigant 
Waiting, Witness Waiting, PP/ APP Room- 2 no.  
 
3.) SECOND FLOOR PLAN 
 
Recreation Center for Court Staff, Nazarat, ACC. Admin., Copying 
Section, Court Manager Room, Godown/ Store, E-Waste Store, 
Digitization cum Scanning Room, Record Room, 1 no. court room with 
Office, Judge Chamber, Retiring & Toilet, Steno & Waiting Lobby, 
Litigant Waiting, Witness Waiting, PP/ APP Room. 
 

 
 

B.) PROVISIONS MADE IN ADVOCATES CHAMBER BLOCK (30no. 
Advocates Chamber 
 
1.) GROUND FLOOR PLAN 

2 No. Shops, Bank, Post Office, Canteen for Public, Dispensary, Xerox, 
Canteen for Advocates, Hall for D.G.C. & Govt. Pleader Chamber, 
Common Hall for Advocates, Litigant Waiting for (Male & Female). 
 
4.) FIRST FLOOR PLAN 

20 No. Advocate Chamber, Hall for Stamp Vendor & Typist, Hall for 
Junior Advocates, Hall for Bar Association, Hall for D.G.C. & Govt. 
Pleader Chamber.  
 
5.) SECOND FLOOR PLAN 

10 No. Advocate Chamber, Hall for Stamp Vendor & Typist, Hall for 
Junior Advocates, Hall for Bar Library, Hall for D.G.C. & Govt. Pleader 
Chamber. 
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C.) LOCKUP (Single Story Structure- 93.90 Sq.m.) – To be 
constructed on open land as per requirement. 
 

PARKING CALCULATION - 
4 WHEELER PARKING –  

For Court Staff (Open Parking) 35 NO. 
For Public (Open Parking) 45 NO. 
TOTAL NO. OF 4 WHEELER 
PARKING PROVIDED 

80 NO. 

  

2 WHEELER PARKING –  

For Court Staff (Open Parking) 200 NO. 
For Public (Open Parking) 292 NO. 

TOTAL NO. OF 2 WHEELER 
PARKING PROVIDED 

492 NO. 

TOTAL PARKING PROVIDED (2 
WHEELER & 4 WHEELER) 

572 NO. 

 
***** 
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Court Complex of 2 Court (Taluka Court Complex)14
 

 

TOTAL PLOT AREA REQUIRED- 20160.0 SQ.M. (5.0 ACRE 
APPROX.) 

1.) LAND USED FOR COURT BLOCK= 12115.0 SQ.M. (3.0 ACRE 
APPROX.) 

a.) FOR COURT BUILDING= 7378.0 SQ.M. (1.82 ACRE APPROX.) 

b.) FOR STAFF PARKING= 1740.0 SQ.M. (0.44 ACRE APPROX.) 

c.) FOR LANDSCAPED AREA= 2997.0 SQ.M. (0.74 ACRE APPROX.) 

 

2.) LAND USED FOR ADVOCATES CHAMBER BLOCK= 3830.0 
SQ.M. (0.95 ACRE APPROX.) 

3.) LAND USED FOR PUBLIC PARKING= 4215.0 SQ.M. (1.05 ACRE 
APPROX.) 

• COURT BUILDING  (GROUND + 1) 

• ADVOCATE CHAMBER BLOCK – 20 no. Advocates Chamber 
(GROUND FLOOR + 1) 

• LOCKUP 

• 2 WHEELER & 4 WHEELER PARKING FOR PUBLIC (OPEN 
SURFACE). 

 

A.) PROVISIONS MADE IN COURT BUILDING 

1.) GROUND FLOOR PLAN 
 
Entrance Lobby/ Security Check Area, Security Personnel Room, 
Centralized Filing Section/ E- Sewa Kendra, Video Conferencing 
Room, Mediation/ Arbitration, Crèche & Baby Feeding Room, Staff 
Room- 2 no., 2 no. Court Room with Office, Judges Chamber, Retiring 
& Toilet, Steno & Waiting Lobby, Litigant Waiting, Witness Waiting. 
 
2.) FIRST FLOOR PLAN 
 
1 no. Vulnerable Victims Deposition Centre having Victim Waiting, 
Psychologist Room, Counseling Room, VWDR, Library, Judge 
Common/ Lunch Room, Computer Room, Court Manager Room, 
Accounts Section, ACC Admin., Malkahana with Double Dock 
Malkahana, Godown / Store,  E-Waste Store, Digitization cum 
Scanning Room, Record Room, Recreation Center for Court Staff, 

                                                 

14 Annexure-6 Floor wise Model Plan maps of Court Complex of 2 Courts 
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Nazarat, Copying Section. 
 

 
 
 
B.) PROVISIONS MADE IN ADVOCATES CHAMBER BLOCK (20no. 
Advocates Chamber 
 
1.) GROUND FLOOR PLAN 

2 No. Shops, Bank, Post Office, Canteen for Public, Dispensary, Xerox, 
Canteen for Advocates, Hall for D.G.C. & Govt. Pleader Chamber, 
Common Hall for Advocates, Litigant Waiting for (Male & Female). 
 
4.) FIRST FLOOR PLAN 

20 No. Advocate Chamber, Hall for Stamp Vendor & Typist, Hall for 
Junior Advocates, Hall for Bar Association, Hall for Bar Library. 
 

 
 

C.) LOCKUP (Single Story Structure- 93.90 Sq.m.) To be 
constructed on open land as per requirement. 
 
 

PARKING CALCULATION - 
4 WHEELER PARKING –  

For Court Staff (Open Parking) 35 NO. 
For Public (Open Parking) 45 NO. 
TOTAL NO. OF 4 WHEELER PARKING 
PROVIDED 

80 NO. 
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2 WHEELER PARKING –  

For Court Staff (Open Parking) 160 NO. 
For Public (Open Parking) 292 NO. 

TOTAL NO. OF 2 WHEELER PARKING 
PROVIDED 

452 NO. 

TOTAL PARKING PROVIDED (2 
WHEELER & 4 WHEELER) 

532 NO. 

 
***** 
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Court Complex of 1 Court (Taluka Court Complex)15
 

 

TOTAL PLOT AREA REQUIRED- 20160.0 SQ.M. (5.0 ACRE 
APPROX.) 

 

1.) LAND USED FOR COURT BLOCK= 12115.0 SQ.M. (3.0 ACRE 
APPROX.) 

a.) FOR COURT BUILDING= 7260.0 SQ.M. (1.79 ACRE APPROX.) 

b.) FOR STAFF PARKING= 1650.0 SQ.M. (0.41 ACRE APPROX.) 

c.) FOR LANDSCAPED AREA= 3205.0 SQ.M. (0.80 ACRE APPROX.) 

 

2.) LAND USED FOR ADVOCATES CHAMBER BLOCK= 3830.0 
SQ.M. (0.95 ACRE APPROX.) 

3.) LAND USED FOR PUBLIC PARKING= 4215.0 SQ.M. (1.05 ACRE 
APPROX.) 

• COURT BUILDING  (GROUND + 1) 

• ADVOCATE CHAMBER BLOCK – 20 no. Advocates Chamber 
(GROUND FLOOR + 1) 

• LOCKUP 

• 2 WHEELER & 4 WHEELER PARKING FOR PUBLIC (OPEN 
SURFACE). 

 

A.) PROVISIONS MADE IN COURT BUILDING 

1.) GROUND FLOOR PLAN 
 
Entrance Lobby/ Security Check Area, Security Personnel Room, 
Centralized Filing Section, E-Sewa Kendra, Video Conferencing 
Room, Mediation/ Arbitration -1 no. Cabin with Office, Computer Room, 
Court Manager Room, Crèche & Baby Feeding Room, Accounts 
Section, ACC Admin., Malkahana with Double Lock Malkahana, 1 no. 
Court Room with Office, Judges Chamber, Retiring & Toilet, Steno & 
Waiting Lobby, Litigant Waiting, Witness Waiting, PP/ APP Room. 
 
2.) FIRST FLOOR PLAN 
 
1 No. Vulnerable Victims Deposition Centre having Victim Waiting, 
Psychologist Room, Counseling Room, VWDR, Library, Judges 
Common/ Lunch Room, Godown/ Store, E-Waste Store, digitization 
                                                 

15 Annexure-7 Floor wise Model Plan maps of Court Complex of 1 Court 
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cum Scanning Room, Record Room, Recreation Center for Court Staff, 
Nazarat, Copying Section, Court Staff Room- 2 no. 
 

 
 
 

B.) PROVISIONS MADE IN ADVOCATES CHAMBER BLOCK (20no. 
Advocates Chamber) 
 
1.) GROUND FLOOR PLAN 

2 No. Shops, Bank, Post Office, Canteen for Public, Dispensary, Xerox, 
Canteen for Advocates, Hall for D.G.C. & Govt. Pleader Chamber, 
Common Hall for Advocates, Litigant Waiting for (Male & Female). 
 
4.) FIRST FLOOR PLAN 

20 No. Advocate Chamber, Hall for Stamp Vendor & Typist, Hall for 
Junior Advocates, Hall for Bar Association, Hall for Bar Library. 
 

 
 

C.) LOCKUP (Single Story Structure- 93.90 Sq.m.) To be 
constructed on open land as per requirement. 
 
 

PARKING CALCULATION 

4 WHEELER PARKING  

For Court Staff (Open Parking) 35 NO. 
For Public (Open Parking) 45 NO. 
TOTAL NO. OF 4 WHEELER PARKING 
PROVIDED 

80 NO. 
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2 WHEELER PARKING  

For Court Staff (Open Parking) 145 NO. 
For Public (Open Parking) 292 NO. 

TOTAL NO. OF 2 WHEELER PARKING 
PROVIDED 

437 NO. 

TOTAL PARKING PROVIDED (2 
WHEELER & 4 WHEELER) 

517 NO. 

 
***** 
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Retrofitting of existing buildings 

93. During last 10 years, lot of new court buildings have been 

constructed. Number of court complexes have buildings older 

than that. There is need to make all feasible changes to make 

these buildings accessible and to optimize the use thereof 

within available place and resources. 

94. For all existing buildings, a retrofitting plan with an accessibility 

strategy and use of Accessible or Assistive technologies is 

required to make suitable changes in the existing design as far 

as possible. 

95. New court buildings have provision of air conditioning in court 

rooms but in old buildings, court rooms still do not have air 

conditioning in number of States. Thus, all the court rooms are 

required to be air conditioned either through central unit or for 

independent units. 

96. While making the retrofitting plan of the existing court 

buildings, focus should be to make it information technology 

enabled which may be done without much more changes. LAN 

work, if required may be suitably done and the existing space 

may be optimized for placing the IT equipment as the same do 

not occupy much space. 

97. Most of the old court complexes have been developed in ad-

hoc manner over the years as per the need. There has been no 

systematic plan for their expansion. The furniture for the court 

rooms have also not been purchased befitting a particular room 

seize. Whatever furniture was available, has been provided to 

the courts. Such furniture occupies unwanted space and thus 
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creates hurdles in smooth functioning. Thus, there is need to 

space management planning with the help of interior experts 

and to provide furniture to the court rooms for optimum 

utilization of space and to suit with the convenience of the 

stakeholders. 

Technical aspects of various components of court complex 

98. In consultation with M/s Vision Architect & Interior Designers and its 

experts, the sub-committee also considered the technical aspects for 

following components of a court complex- 

i. Electrical Works 

ii. Diesel Generating Set 

iii. Fire Fighting & Alarm System 

iv. EPABX System 

v. CCTV Surveillance System 

vi. Mechanical Ventilation System for basement parking 

vii. Lifts 

viii. Sewerage Treatment Plant 

ix. Water Supply System 

x. Roof Top Solar Plant 

xi. Access Control System 

xii. Boom Barrier 

xiii. Door Frame Metal Detector 

xiv. Baggage Scanners 

xv. Driver face and automatic number plate recording system 

xvi. Integrated Building Management System 

xvii. VRV/VRF AC System 

xviii. UPS System 

xix. LAN 

xx. Emergency Lights & Illuminated Signage 



 

95 

 

99. The required details and specifications of above components are 

collectively placed with this report16. All these specifications are as 

per prevailing standards. Since, the technology is developing rapidly, 

at the time of implementation, these specifications would be 

required to be revisited in view of new technology and may be 

suitably modified or upgraded accordingly. 

Residences for the Judicial Officers 

100. The earlier Baseline report did not deal with the residences for 

the judicial officers. The present sub-committee found this 

aspect relevant for a court development plan as unless a 

judicial officer is suitable placed with all facilities not only in 

court but at his residence also, best output cannot be expected. 

101. For residential units of judicial officers, different High Courts 

have their own standards. The sub-committee is not going into 

the aspect of providing some model design for the residences 

of judicial officers but these units must have following facilities- 

i. In every colony or multistory unit for residences of 

judicial officers, adequate security arrangements must 

be provided 24x7. These security arrangements be 

made in consultation with concerned security agencies. 

ii. Residences should be planned with provisions to cater 

the future needs to accommodate at least 1.5 times of 

existing judicial officers. 

iii. Besides drawing, dining and 2-4 bedrooms, office room, 

library and one guest room should be provided in the 

residences of judicial officers. 

                                                 

16 Annexure-8  
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iv. The residence of Principal District should also have 

provision for a small meeting room to accommodate the 

capacity of about 10 persons. 

v. The office at residence of the judicial officer must be 

equipped with basic IT requirement for video 

conferencing and paperless courts. 

vi. Adequate facilities for recreations, sports, gym etc. be 

developed in the premises of residences of judicial 

officers. 

vii. There should be proper greenery and plantation in the 

residential complex to make it environment friendly. 

viii. The Judicial Officers should be provided furnished 

residential accommodation. 

*****  
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Digital infrastructure 

1. The previous Baseline Report has also dealt with IT 

infrastructure for computerization and E-Courts. The report 

dealt with all the relevant aspects in detail and provided a 

framework for transition from paper based work to fully 

paperless functioning. The report has given a picture and plan 

of E-Courts for which the requirements of digitization 

(scanning) of court records, E-filing, E-Services, E-hearing, E-

orders, E-copies, E-archives, E-evidence, E-cause list, E-

administration, E-information, E-Kiosks, Servers, connectivity 

etc. have been discussed. 

2. The above Baseline report was prepared almost 10 years back. 

At that time, though computerization in the courts has started 

but it was in its initial stage. First Phase of E-Courts project was 

started in the year 2005-06. The courts were provided with 

computers and an initial version of CIS was available. The courts 

were also connected through NIC network. It was just the 

beginning and the system was learning to adapt the technology 

and working on computes. On 07.08.2013, National portal of E-

Courts was launched which showcased National Judicial Data 

Grid (NJDG) and this floated the data of courts for public 

analysis. 

3. Thereafter, the second phase of E-Courts project was approved 

in the year 2014 and it made substantial progress in 

computerization from the year 2015 onwards. The concept of 

E-filing and E-Payments were introduced in second phase of E-

Courts Project and much more was done in the later part of the 

project. 



 

98 

 

4. During last 8-10 years, digitization of court records has started 

in almost all the High Courts and in District Courts also in some 

States. In many High Courts paperless e-Courts have also 

started functioning. In Delhi, at District Court level also, few 

paperless courts were also established. Virtual Courts for traffic 

matters are now functional in 21 States.   

5. In the year 2020, human race encountered one of the toughest 

times combating the global pandemic of Covid-19. It is said that 

often extraordinary changes find their inception and 

acceptance during challenging times and taking a cue from 

pandemic situation, the judicial system also redefined and 

metamorphosed the term 8Court-Room Hearing9 to ensure that 

lock-down does not hinder a person's Constitutional Right of 

Access to Justice. During this period, video conferencing, e-

filing, e-payments etc. were made functional in most of the 

courts. These processes were streamlined also by framing 

guidelines or rules for the purpose. 

6. The data as available in July 2024 Newsletter17 of E-Committee, 

Supreme Court of India reflects the following development of 

information technology in courts- 

i. 32715518 virtual hearings in High Courts and District 

Courts till 31.07.2024 

ii. Video Conferencing Rules have been implemented in all 

the 28 High Courts. 

                                                 

17https://ecommitteesci.gov.in/publication/e-committee-newsletter-july-2024/ 
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iii. 28 Virtual Courts for traffic matters are functional in 24 

States and since inception about fine of Rs. 5.96 billion 

has been paid through these virtual courts. 

iv. E-filing Rules have been implemented in 25 High Courts. 

v. E-payment facility is available on 22 High Courts. 

vi. Inter-operable Criminal Justice System (ICJS) has been 

implemented in 26 High Courts. 

7. Thus, the judicial system in India is on its way of transformation 

and transition to paperless functioning. Recently, the III phase 

of E-Courts has been conceptualized and a document 'Digital 

Courts Vision & Roadmap'18 has been released. 

8. The above document highlights that to realise the vision of 

improving efficiency and increasing access to justice, it is vital 

that Phase III of the e-Courts Project advances India towards 

Digital Courts by simplifying processes and fortifying the 

foundations of the judicial administration system on a digital 

platform. The guiding premise of Digital Courts is that a 

foundational digital Platform, combined with simplified 

procedures, can enhance access, amplify the existing capacity 

and improve the efficiency of the overall judicial administration 

system. The III Phase of E-Courts Project aims to achieve- 

i. Installation of relevant hardware 

ii. Data Governance Framework 

iii. Creation of Digital infrastructure 

                                                 

18 https://ecommitteesci.gov.in/document-category/policy-action-plan-documents-en/  

https://ecommitteesci.gov.in/document-category/policy-action-plan-documents-en/
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iv. Judicial Trustworthy Repositories 

v. A Comprehensive and updated repository of case law 

vi. Making documents machine readable and secure 

vii. Intelligent scheduling for different users, judges, lawyers 

and litigants to optimise and coordinate their time 

viii. Inter-operable Criminal Justice System (ICJS) 

ix. Digital Case Management Systems 

x. E-filing 

xi. Courtroom live audio video streaming systems 

xii. Transcriptions 

xiii. Service of notices 

xiv. E-Sewa Kendras 

xv. Help Desk for digital assistance – In court and remote 

xvi. Administration of Legal Aid 

xvii. Virtual Courts 

9. Thus, the Court Development Plans would have to set out the 

road map to computerization and setting up of e-courts in tune 

with above objectives of Phase-III of E-Courts Project. This is an 

imperative as the world is moving away from paper documents 

towards digital documents. 

10. Since, Phase-III of E-Courts Project is in process of 

implementation, the sub-committee finds it expedient to 
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propose only that much of physical IT infrastructure which 

would be required to cater the objectives of E-Courts Project. 

Video Conferencing and Paperless Setup in Court Room 

11. In every court room, hybrid VC system has to be setup. In hybrid 

VC system, one or more lawyers or parties may appear in the 

court physically whereas others may appear virtually from 

remote location over video conferencing. To enable such setup, 

at least three PTZ Cameras are required in the court room. First 

camera facing the Judge, second facing the Lawyers and third 

facing the witness. Similarly, at least 4 mikes are required, one 

for the Judge, two for the arguing Lawyers and one for the 

witness. Audio Video mixers, Digital Signage Processor, 

amplifiers and speakers will be required for video output and 

sound reinforcement. The audio video feed will be the input for 

the VC system. For display of video, one 55 inch LED display is 

required on the back of the Judge. This display is planned on 

back of the Judge for the reason that the cameras captures 

front view of the Advocates and Witness as they will be facing 

the Judge and at the same time looking at the screen on the 

back of the Judge in the same direction. This will give feel of 

eye contact with the person on VC. If this display is placed on 

side walls, side face of lawyer will be captured by the camera 

when he will look at the display. Besides, display of back of the 

Judge, one small display of VC will be required for the Judge. 

The Judge will also require one touch monitor like Wacom for 

paperless court. The Judge will require third display for reading 

the statements being typed by the clerk. One additional display 

of the statements will also be provided for the Advocates and 

witness. 
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View of Paperless Court 
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Live Streaming of court proceedings 

12. For live streaming of court proceedings, audio video of the 

court proceedings is required to be sent to a software for 

streaming. Thus, the hardware requirements would be camera, 

mike, audio and video mixtures, DSP etc. for providing audio 

video feed for streaming. All these hardware have been 

provisioned in the court room and the same would be used for 

video conferencing. The same feed which is going to video 

conferencing may be used for live streaming also.  

13. Though, ideally there is need for developing a tailor made VC 

solutions as per the needs of the judiciary but as of now the 

Courts are using video conferencing solutions like Webex, 

Zoom, MS Teams etc. These VC Solutions have inbuilt feature 

of live streaming on Youtube etc. but it may be appropriate to 

live stream the court proceedings on some platform owned or 

managed by Judiciary, NIC or DoIT rather to use Youtube which 

has its own restrictions and conditions. For this purpose, the 

available VC solutions may be got modified and customized for 

live streaming on other suitable platform. For example, NIC has 

at present its own platform for webcasting various govt. 

programmes. Such platform may also be adopted or developed 

for the Judiciary.  

IOs or LAN Points 

14. Sufficient number of Information Outlets (IOs) for LAN 

connectivity are required for seamless functioning of IT 

equipments. Below given is minimum requirement of IOs in 

each section of the court complex which may be increased as 

per local requirement- 
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i. Court Room - 16 IOs – Two for Judge, two for court staff, 

one for VC system, one for VC operator, four for arguing 

advocates, two for public prosecutor, two for display 

boards, two additional for other network equipment.    

ii. Judges9 chamber – Two IOs for Computer, Laptop and 

one for IP Phone. 

iii. PA Room – 2 IOs 

iv. Court rooms for virtual appearance – 5 IOs 

v. Court Staff Room – 10 IOs – For court staff, network 

printer, network photocopier/scanner and IP phone 

vi. Prosecution Wing – One in Public Prosecutor cubicle, 

one each for support staff of prosecution office 

vii. Witness and Litigant waiting area – Two for court 

displays 

viii. Vulnerable Witness Deposition Centre – 3 IOS – One for 

video conferencing, one for court display board and one 

for IP phone 

ix. Library – 2 to 5 or more as per local requirement 

x. ADR centre – As per local requirement and number of 

computer system working in the ADR Centre 

xi. Administrative wing – One for each computer system 

and one in each section for network printer/scanner 

xii. E-Sewa Kendra- Two IOs on each counter 

xiii. Help Desk Counter- Two IOs on each counter 
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xiv. VC Booths – Two in each VC Booth 

xv. One or two for Kiosks in each court complex 

xvi. Museum - One for IP phone, 1 for computer system and 

2 for other network equipments 

xvii. Court Manager- 1 for computer system, 1 for IP phone, 

1 additional 

xviii. In Copying Section - 1 for each computer system as per 

local requirement, 4-6 for network printer, scanners and 

photocopiers 

xix. Nazarat Branch - 1 for each computer system as per local 

requirement, 3-4 for network printer, scanners and 

photocopiers 

xx. Accounts Section -  1 for each computer system as per 

local requirement, 3-4 for network printer, scanners and 

photocopiers 

Local Area Network (LAN) 

15. A dedicated network room will be provided for proper 

maintenance and upkeep of the network. Racks, switches and 

LAN points for network room may be decided on the basis of 

network design in the entire court complex. Each rack and 

switch has to be provided with proper uninterrupted power 

backup so as to ensure any seamless working of computer 

systems and other equipments. 

i. Dedicated Electric Points and centralized UPS unit for IT 

equipments 
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ii. There should be separate dedicated electric fitting and 

points for IT equipments. 

iii. A centralized UPS unit for providing at least 20-30 

minutes backup to all the equipments connected 

through the dedicated electric points. 

iv. Renewal Energy Alternatives – Use of solar energy: An 

alternate uninterrupted source of power back-up, which 

is environment friendly and easily available is to be 

planned for all the court complexes.  

v. Power Generator Set facility in every court complex for 

longer power cuts. 

16. The transition from paper files to digital files and the 

simultaneous move from traditional courts to paperless e-

courts is an imperative which must be factored into the court 

development plans. This is so because the digitisation of 

records and establishment of e-courts will usher in a new 

regime of court functioning. It will ease the requirement for 

enhancing the civil infrastructure in the form of more built up 

space and bring about great enhancement in the speed of 

processing files at every stage from filing to disposal and 

archival. It will also bring in a systemic change in the work 

culture of the registry which will lead to enhanced efficiency 

and productivity. This will ultimately result in great savings of 

time and money and better service to the litigants. 

17. However, to achieve this a concerted effort would have to be 

made by all who are part of the judicial system and most of all 

by the judges. 
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Three steps to go digital 

18. The court development plans would also have to envision and 

set target dates for digitisation of case files.  First of all, the old 

records would have to digitised and archived using a Document 

Management Software. The digitisation would ideally have to 

be outsourced to suitable professional agencies. Secondly, the 

pending and new cases would have to be digitised. The third 

and final stage would be to make e-filing mandatory. Once that 

is achieved, the need for digitisation of records would end. 

Thus, it is in the interest of the judiciary and the state 

governments to attain the third stage at the earliest. This would 

free a lot of financial resources which were hitherto required 

for digitisation as once e-filing becomes the order of the day, 

the case files would already be in digital form when they are 

presented for filing by the advocates or by the parties 

themselves. 

E-evidence 

19. The previous Baseline report has suggested that oral 

depositions would be recorded on audio-video devices 

supplemented by digital transcriptions and authenticated by 

the witness and the judge using digital signatures/ bio-metric 

devices such as signatures pads and fingerprint readers. Phase-

III of e-Courts Project also speaks of transcriptions. However, it 

may be noted that transcription may work well for English but 

it has lot of limitations for vernacular languages. Transcription 

system may not work at all for local rural dialects which is used 

by most of the witnesses in trial courts. Therefore, till a 

technically viable solution for transcriptions of vernacular 

languages and local dialects is worked out, some digital 
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module may be developed by using which the PDF file of typed 

statement of the witness may be e-singed by the witnesses 

using his Aadhar Number. Similarly, the same may be e-signed 

by the Judge using his Aadhar or digital signature. Such 

electronically signed deposition may be made part of e-record 

of the case and may be used in paperless court. 

20. Therefore, the object of the first five-year court development 

plan must be to complete the move to E-courts (i.e. truly 

paperless courts). This should be true for all district courts and 

High Courts. 

***** 
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Budgeting 

1. The methodology behind budgeting for the judiciary needs to 

be turned on its head. Hitherto, this exercise has been done 

employing a supply-side approach. The judiciary gets only that 

much which the state governments keep aside for it. The entire 

focus needs to shift to the demand side. To the need for an 

efficient judicial system where there are no delays and no 

arrears. The object is to provide justice swiftly. For, injustices and 

discord, if permitted to linger lead to simmering discontent 

which may boil over into anarchy at any moment which would 

be disastrous for our nation as a whole and governance in 

particular. The outlay of finances for the judiciary should not be 

viewed as percentage of the total budget. It must be based on 

the need for infrastructure and must be based upon the 

requisite judge strength. 

2. If we examine the figures19 for each of the states we find that 

most of the state governments put aside much less than even 

1% of their budgets for the judiciary. Except Meghalya and 

Nagaland which are exception, the highest allocation is 3.3% in 

Delhi while Uttar Pradesh is 1.14%. 

3. Above figures in themselves paint a sorry state of affairs as they 

indicate the extremely low relative importance being given to 

the judicial system. But, as noted above, we must not get 

bogged down by percentages. The judiciary is not in competition 

with others for the resources. The requirement of the judiciary 

is need based. There is a crying need for more judges based on 

the level of pendency and new filing and future filing. This by 

                                                 

19 Annexure -9  Percentage Allocation to Judiciary out of State/UT Budge 2023-24 (Source-
NCMS Secretariat) 
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itself spells out the need for greatly enhanced infrastructural 

requirements. 

4. Thus, what is to be seen is not how much the government is 

willing to spare for the judiciary but what is the need for 

achieving an efficient and robust judicial system. There must 

be a shift from this supply orientation to the demand driven 

budgeting for the judiciary if the governments want to attain a 

state of zero or near zero arrears. 

5. There is yet another aspect of the matter. Insofar as the salaries 

and allowances of the judges of high courts are concerned, they 

are a charge on the consolidated fund of the respective states.20 

Furthermore, the administrative expenses of a High Court, 

including all salaries, allowances and pensions payable to or in 

respect of the officers and servants of the Court, are charged 

                                                 

20 Article 202 of the Constitution of India which reads as under- 
"202. Annual financial statement- 
(1) The Governor shall in respect of every financial year cause to be laid before the House or 
Houses of the Legislature of the State a statement of the estimated receipts and expenditure 
of the State for that year, in this Part referred to as the annual financial statement 

(2) The estimates of expenditure embodied in the annual financial statement shall show 
separately- 
(a) the sums required to meet expenditure described by this Constitution as expenditure 
charged upon the Consolidated Fund of the State; and 

(b) the sums required to meet other expenditure proposed to be made from the 
Consolidated Fund of the State; and shall distinguish expenditure on revenue account from 
other expenditure 

(3) The following expenditure shall be expenditure charged on the Consolidated Fund of 
each State- 
(a) the emoluments and allowances of the Governor and other expenditure relating to his 
office; 
(b) the salaries and allowances of the Speaker and the Deputy Speaker of the Legislative 
Assembly and, in the case of State having a Legislative Council, also of the Chairman and the 
Deputy Chairman of the Legislative Council; 
(c) debt charges for which the State is liable including interest, sinking fund charges and 
redemption charges, and other expenditure relating to the raising of loans and the service 
and redemption of debt; 
(d) expenditure in respect of the salaries and allowances of Judges of any High Court; 
(e) any sums required to satisfy and judgment, decree or award of any court or arbitral 
tribunal; 
(f) any other expenditure declared by this Constitution, or by the Legislature of the State by 
law, to be so charged." 
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upon the Consolidated Fund of the State, and any fees or other 

moneys taken by the Court form part of that Fund.21 And, Article 

203(1) of the Constitution stipulates that so much of the 

estimates as relates to expenditure <charged= upon the 

Consolidated Fund of a State <shall not be submitted to the vote 

of the Legislative Assembly=, however, there is no bar to the 

discussion in the Legislature of any of those estimates. All these 

provisions of the constitution also support the view that the 

approach to budgeting for the judiciary and particularly for the 

High Courts must be from the demand side and cannot be from 

the supply side. 

Difficulties in implementation of CSS and suggestions to address 
the same 

 

6. The Central Government requires utilization of funds already 

released by making payment to concerned agencies before 

further release of funds but large projects take much time in 

completion and the funds of Central Government are not 

utilized within the financial year. Many a times, the State 

Government also does not release funds before the share of 

Central Govt. is received. Sometimes, even after the release of  

Central Share, State Share is not released. There are several 

implementation issues with construction agencies at local level. 

These multiple factors result in inordinate delay in completion 

of projects with escalation of prices and loss of utility. 

                                                 

21 Article 229(3) of the Constitution of India- 
"(3) The administrative expenses of a High Court, including all salaries, allowances and 
pensions payable to or in respect of the officers and servants of the Court, shall be charged 
upon the Consolidated Fund of the State, and any fees or other moneys taken by the Court 
shall form part of that Fund." 
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7. To address above issues, the Central Government and State 

Government in coordination with each other should review the 

existing scheme to ensure that no project is withheld for want of 

funds. 

8. It is suggested that progress of the project may also be 

considered by the Central Government for further release of 

funds and actual utilization of funds should not be the sole 

criteria for the purpose.  

9. It is often noted that large projects take time in completion due 

to multiple factors as stated above. The Central Government 

does not release new funds before utilization of funds for earlier 

projects and thus, new projects are also delayed. Therefore, 

without insistence on completion of ongoing projects, new 

projects should be approved so that unspent funds are diverted 

to such projects leading to optimization of resources. 

10. The implementation issues at local level may be effectively 

addressed by ensuring proper coordination between various 

agencies. The concerned High Court may constantly monitor this 

by convening the meeting of all concerned agencies and 

stakeholders at least fortnightly. Such meetings would be 

certainly helpful in addressing the bottlenecks in timely 

completion of the projects. 

11. Being primarily responsible body, the State Government should 

not wait for Central Share and should arrange sufficient funds 

for new projects and all ongoing projects so that no project is 

withheld and the central share may be claimed by submitting 

accounts. 



 

113 

 

12. In case of paucity of funds with the State Government, the 

Central Government may consider advance release of funds 

which may be adjusted in central share of projects. 

****  
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Cost Benefit Analysis 

1. Social cost benefit analysis is another aspect which has hitherto 

been ignored while conducting any sort of budgetary exercise 

for the judicial system. Economists are familiar with this and 

governmental policies are often outlined after such an analysis. 

If such a study is done for the judicial system, various benefits 

such as greater ease of access to justice, increased satisfaction 

levels of litigants, lowered levels of discontent and discord, 

quicker delivery of justice particularly in cases involving 

incarceration, higher degree of law and order, better and more 

efficient courts, lower likelihood of anarchy etc., will be taken 

into account and assigned monetary values so as to compare 

the intangible benefits with the financial costs and other social 

costs. This will alter the thinking that spending on the judicial 

system merely amounts to expenditure without any benefits. It 

will clearly indicate that spending on the judicial system is both 

meaningful and beneficial to society at large.   

2. The last aspect which needs consideration is that the budget 

estimates which are prepared by the High Courts as also the 

District Courts are far from satisfactory. Budget preparation 

must be done scientifically and for this the courts would need to 

create posts of professional accountants and also hire the 

services of financial consultants from time to time. Greater 

thought and emphasis must be placed on the exercise of 

preparation of the budget estimates so that the year-end does 

not see a scampering for funds or a lapse of funds. In order to 

control expenditure, the possibility of courts engaging internal 

auditors also needs to be explored. 
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Disclaimer  
Each High Court has its diverse requirements and challenges for 

development of infrastructure for District Judiciary. As noted in this 

report, some High Courts have their own model court complex plans, 

some are following Government of India CSS norms (based on earlier 

NCMSC baseline report), whereas a few do not have any model plan.   

In this report, the Sub-Committee has only endeavoured to 

create a framework that may serve as a guiding beacon. This report 

presents a framework for establishing minimum standards for a Court 

Complex. The standards deal both with space requirements and the 

facilities needed in a modern efficient court complex. These standards 

are expected to serve as a basis for designing a standard Court Complex 

and can be suitably modified by the High Courts to suit specific site 

conditions, availability of funds, time constraints and other local 

conditions, without any fetter. 

***** 
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buildings)

Number of 

Courts 

running in 

rented 

buildings

Number of 

Courts 

without 

attached 

Chambers 

of Judge

Number of 

Chambers 

of Judges 

without 

attached 

toilet

Number of 

Courts for 

which 

there is no 

building 

(other 

than 

Column 

no.2, 3 

Number of 

Courts for 

which 

buildings 

are under 

constructi

on

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

1 Allahabad 3441 2521 201 33 115 242 686 278

2 Andhra Pradesh 653 536 38 74 2 1 5 59

3 Bombay 2061 1910 91 60 79 154 0 539

4 Calcutta*

5 Chhattisgarh 457 382 70 5 15 8 0 26

6 Delhi 720 0 720 0 0 9 0 0

7 Gauhati 524 380 116 17 12 14 11 79

Annexure-1 

Information regarding Court Buildings in District & Taluka Courts

Sr. 

No.
Name of High Court
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Number of 

all the 

Judicial 

Courts 

(including 

Special 

Courts)

Number of 

Courts 

running in 

Judicial 

Pool 

Buildings 

(Own 

buildings)

Number of 

Courts 
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Govt. 
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(other 

than Own 
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Number of 
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rented 
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Number of 
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without 

attached 
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of Judge

Number of 
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of Judges 

without 

attached 

toilet

Number of 

Courts for 

which 

there is no 

building 

(other 

than 

Column 

no.2, 3 

Number of 

Courts for 

which 

buildings 

are under 

constructi

on

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Information regarding Court Buildings in District & Taluka Courts

Sr. 

No.
Name of High Court

8 Gujarat 1135 983 129 22 6 52 1 278

9 Himachal Pradesh 155 129 26 0 8 2 0 8

10 Jammu & Kashmir*

11 Jharkhand 468 390 78 0 89 1 0 12

12 Karnataka 1226 949 215 29 0 0 33 19

13 Kerala 553 354 136 63 0 0 0 54

14 Madhya Pradesh 1556 1437 117 2 83 78 0 421
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Number of 

all the 

Judicial 

Courts 

(including 

Special 

Courts)

Number of 

Courts 

running in 

Judicial 

Pool 

Buildings 

(Own 

buildings)

Number of 

Courts 

running in 

Govt. 

Buildings 

(other 

than Own 

buildings)

Number of 

Courts 

running in 

rented 

buildings

Number of 

Courts 

without 

attached 

Chambers 

of Judge

Number of 

Chambers 

of Judges 

without 

attached 

toilet

Number of 

Courts for 

which 

there is no 

building 

(other 

than 

Column 

no.2, 3 

Number of 

Courts for 

which 

buildings 

are under 

constructi

on

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Information regarding Court Buildings in District & Taluka Courts

Sr. 

No.
Name of High Court

15 Madras 1278 1081 111 72 20 15 14 37

16 Manipur*

17 Meghalaya 63 53 10 0 1 0 0 15

18 Orissa 856 742 113 1 2 4 0 155

19 Patna 1417 1314 91 2 97 60 10 147

20 Punjab and Haryana 1208 1144 59 5 41 39 0 80

21 Rajasthan 1365 996 316 50 42 27 3 249
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Number of 

all the 

Judicial 

Courts 

(including 

Special 

Courts)

Number of 

Courts 

running in 
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Pool 

Buildings 

(Own 

buildings)

Number of 

Courts 

running in 

Govt. 

Buildings 

(other 

than Own 

buildings)

Number of 

Courts 

running in 

rented 

buildings

Number of 

Courts 

without 

attached 

Chambers 

of Judge

Number of 

Chambers 

of Judges 

without 

attached 

toilet

Number of 

Courts for 

which 

there is no 

building 

(other 

than 

Column 

no.2, 3 

Number of 

Courts for 

which 

buildings 

are under 

constructi

on

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Information regarding Court Buildings in District & Taluka Courts

Sr. 

No.
Name of High Court

22 Sikkim 27 23 4 0 0 0 0 0

23 Telangana 536 401 24 97 4 0 14 22

24 Tripura 82 82 0 0 2 0 0 11

25 Uttarakhand 252 220 28 4 0 0 0 68

20033 16027 2693 536 618 706 777 2557

* Information not supplied

TOTAL
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Information regarding residences of Judicial Officers

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

1 Allahabad 3696 2463 1613 564 258 0 242

2 Andhra Pradesh 652 515 284 4 316 7 19

3 Bombay 2448 2283 1162 378 619 0 208

4 Calcutta*

5 Chhattisgarh 471 398 181 130 111 1 33

6 Delhi 887 779 348 62 55 247 70

7 Gauhati 635 548 366 92 92 28 9

8 Gujarat 1222 1164 907 180 240 38 47

9 Himachal Pradesh 179 159 84 41 29 0 1

Sr. 
No.

Name of High 
Court

Sanctioned 
Strength of 

Judicial 
Officers

Working 
Strength of 

Judicial 
Officers

Number of 
residences of 
judicial pool

Number of 
Judicial 
Officers 

residing in 
Govt. 

residences 
(other than 

judicial pool)

Number of 
Judicial 
Officers 

residing in 
rented houses

Number of 
Judicial 
Officers 

residing in 
own houses

Number of 
residences of 
judicial pool 

under 
construction
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Information regarding residences of Judicial Officers

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Sr. 
No.

Name of High 
Court

Sanctioned 
Strength of 

Judicial 
Officers

Working 
Strength of 

Judicial 
Officers

Number of 
residences of 
judicial pool

Number of 
Judicial 
Officers 

residing in 
Govt. 

residences 
(other than 

judicial pool)

Number of 
Judicial 
Officers 

residing in 
rented houses

Number of 
Judicial 
Officers 

residing in 
own houses

Number of 
residences of 
judicial pool 

under 
construction

10 Jammu & Kashmir*

11 Jharkhand 693 501 521 104 14 6 24

12 Karnataka 1367 1156 541 376 230 24 63

13 Kerala 605 517 143 57 314 21 11

14 Madhya Pradesh 2028 1599 985 291 420 7 128

15 Madras 1395 1052 666 74 537 6 46

16 Manipur*

17 Meghalaya 99 57 52 1 11 11 46

18 Orissa 1006 806 390 138 199 17 78
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Information regarding residences of Judicial Officers

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Sr. 
No.

Name of High 
Court

Sanctioned 
Strength of 

Judicial 
Officers

Working 
Strength of 

Judicial 
Officers

Number of 
residences of 
judicial pool

Number of 
Judicial 
Officers 

residing in 
Govt. 

residences 
(other than 

judicial pool)

Number of 
Judicial 
Officers 

residing in 
rented houses

Number of 
Judicial 
Officers 

residing in 
own houses

Number of 
residences of 
judicial pool 

under 
construction

19 Patna 1679 1399 1074 322 326 0 258

20 Punjab and Haryana 1599 1191 805 90 282 1 74

21 Rajasthan 1616 1351 681 61 393 56 149

22 Sikkim 35 23 10 5 0 10 0

23 Telangana 560 409 176 0 200 99 8

24 Tripura 128 110 34 17 34 24 18

25 Uttarakhand 248 229 123 48 44 1 3

TOTAL 23248 18709 11146 3035 4724 604 1535
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Model Plans for Court Complex of 51 Courts 

 

Conceptual Layout Plan ……………………………………. 126-127 

A. Court Block  

1) Basement Plan (Parking) ………….……………… 

2) Lower Ground Floor Plan …………………………  

3) Upper Ground Floor Plan ………………………… 

4) First Floor Plan ……………………………………….. 

5) Second Floor Plan ……………………………………. 

6) Third Floor plan ……………………………………….. 

7) Fourth Floor Plan …………………………………….. 

8) Typical Floor Plan (Fifth to Eighth)…………….  

9) Ninth Floor Plan ………………………………………. 
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B. Multi Level Car Parking & Advocates Block  

1) Typical Floor Plan  

            (Basement LVL. 01 & 02) ………………………….  

2) Ground Floor Plan …………………………………… 

3) First Floor Plan ……………………………………….. 

4) Second Floor Plan …………………………………… 

5) Third Floor Plan ………………………………………. 

6) Fourth Floor Plan ……………………………………. 

7) Fifth Floor Plan ……………………………………….. 

8) Sixth Floor Plan ………………………………………. 
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C. Security Check Block   

1) Ground Floor Plan …………………………………… 145 

D. Podium Parking  

1) Floor Plans ………………………………………………. 146 
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BUILDING :-

COURT COMPLEXMODEL DESIGN FOR
COURT COMPLEX OF 51 NO. COURT ROOMS
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BUILDING :-

COURT BUILDINGMODEL DESIGN FOR
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Model Plans for Court Complex of 10 Courts 

 

Conceptual Layout Plan ……………………………………. 148-149 

 

A. Court Block  

1) Ground Floor Plan …………………………………… 

2) First Floor Plan ………………………………………... 

3) Second Floor Plan ……………………………………. 

4) Third Floor Plan ……………………………………….. 
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B. Advocate Block   

1) Ground Floor Plan …………………………………… 

2) First Floor Plan ………………………………………... 

3) Second Floor Plan ……………………………………. 
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            Model Plans for Court Complex of 05 Courts 

 

Conceptual Layout Plan ……………………………………. 158-159 

 

A. Court Block  

1) Ground Floor Plan …………………………………… 

2) First Floor Plan ………………………………………... 

3) Second Floor Plan ……………………………………. 
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B. Advocate Block   

1) Ground Floor Plan …………………………………… 

2) First Floor Plan ………………………………………... 

3) Second Floor Plan ……………………………………. 
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         Model Plans for Court Complex of 02 Courts 

 

Conceptual Layout Plan ……………………………………. 167-168 

 

A. Court Block  

1) Ground Floor Plan ………………………………………….. 

2) First Floor Plan ……………………………………………….. 
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B. Advocate Block   

1) Ground Floor Plan …………………………………………. 

2) First Floor Plan ………………………………………......... 
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             Model Plans for Court Complex of 01 Court 

 

Conceptual Layout Plan ……………………………………. 174-175 

 

A. Court Block  

1) Ground Floor Plan …………………………………………. 

2) First Floor Plan ………………………………………......... 
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B. Advocate Block   

1) Ground Floor Plan ………………………………………….. 

2) First Floor Plan ……………………………………….......... 
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Annexure-8 

ELECTRICAL WORKS:- 

Item No. Description Brief Specifications 

1.1 Conduits & Cable 

Trays 

The work will be carried out in 

recessed PVC conduit wiring system 

with modular socket in accordance of 

CPWD General Specifications for 

Electrical Works Part-I (Internal)-2023 

amended upto date; Hot Dip 

Galvanized GI Cable trays (perforated 

or ladder type) for cable laying. Data 

and communication cables shall be 

laid in the recessed/surface PVC/ MS 

conduit or laid in the metallic 

raceways/channels with cover and 

matching junction boxes. 

 

 Wires & Cables FRLS PVC insulated Copper conductor 

cables will be used for points, circuit & 

sub- main wiring; Power & light point 

wiring shall be with copper conductor 

of size as per CPWD specifications & 

relevant BIS standards; RG-6 Cable TV 

wiring; Cat-6/ 6A Cabling/telephone 

wiring as required for EPABX / Data 

networking requirements. 

 

 Switches & Sockets All switches, stepped type electronic 

fan regulators, bell push and 

accessories along with matching 

mounting boxes shall be modular type. 

 

1.5 Fittings Lighting fixtures, LED type, in all 

spaces, common areas on all floors, 

staircases, corridor, lobbies, services 

rooms, basement, terrace etc. shall be 

provided. For basement and wet 

areas, the degree of protection for the 

fittings shall be minimum IP 65. 

The minimum illumination 

requirement and other parameters 

shall be as per the all LED indoor 

lighting fixtures should be following 

parameters. 

180



































S. 

No.
Name of State /UT

% Allocation to 

Judiciary out of total 

State budget

Amount 

allocated to 

Judiciary     

(in crores) 

Total Budget    

(in crores) 

1 Andhra Pradesh 0.38% 1,058 2,79,279

2 Arunachal Pradesh 0.32% 29512.8161 95.6589

3 Assam 0.63% 875.3068 139755.2695

4 Bihar 0.59% 1550.64 261885

5 Chhattisgarh 0.63% 766.85 121500

6 Goa

7 Gujarat 0.67% 2014.13 3,01,021.61

8 Haryana 0.84% 1546.29 183949.97

9 Himachal Pradesh 0.61% 316.05 51412.72

10 Jharkhand 0.81% 938 1,16,418

11 Karnataka

12 Kerala 0.73% 1286.11 176088.95

13 Madhya Pradesh 0.97% 3054.3 314025

14 Maharashtra 0.75% 4671.704 620847.1

15 Manipur 0.56%

16 Meghalaya 5.88% 267 22,022

17 Mizoram 0.28%

18 Nagaland 50%

19 Odisha 0.83% 1910.87 230000

20 Punjab 0.71% 1401.22 196462.28

21 Rajasthan 0.66% 2182.61 325856.48

22 Sikkim 0.70% 82.64 11806.51

23 Tamil Nadu 0.60% 18659630 3115107637

24 Telangana 0.57% 1,665 2,90,463

25 Tripura 0.84% 23394.9 27,65,445

26 Uttar Pradesh 1.14% 7,876.02 690242.43

27 Uttarakhand 0.93% 719.8116 77407.08

28 West Bengal 0.36% 1243 343424

Union Territory 

1
Andaman and Nicobar 

Islands 

2 Chandigarh

3 Delhi 3.34% 2629.5 78800

4 Diu and Daman

5 DNH at Silvasa

6 Jammu and Kashmir 0.95% 1124.58 118500

7 Ladakh

8 Puducherry 0.33% 37.8674

Percentage of allocation to Judiciary out of total State/UT budget for F.Y. 2023-

24

Details not provided 

Details not provided 

Details not provided 

Details not provided 

Details not provided 

Details not provided 

Details not provided 

Details not provided 

Details not provided 

Details not provided 
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