Paintings in the POCSO Court

An Initiative of the High Court
for the State of Telangana.

Under the guidance of Hon'ble Sri Justice P. Naveen
Rao, Judge, High Court for the State of Telangana &
Administrative Judge of Warangal. District.
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Model Courts with Modern Amenities

https://districts.ecourts.gov.in/warangal



POCSO Courts

The Protection of Children from Sex-
ual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012 was enacted to
provide a robust legal framework for the pro-
tection of children from offences of sexual
assault, sexual harassment and pornography,
while safeguarding the interest of the child at
every stage of the judicial process.. The POCSO
Act 2012 provides for establishment of Special
Courts for the purpose of ensuring speedy
trial. The Act seeks to put children first by
making it easy to use by including mechanisms
for child-friendly reporting, recording of evi-
dence, investigation and speedy trial of offenc-
Bs.

As per the Act, the evidence of the
child shall be recorded within a period of thirty
days of the Special Court taking cognizance of
the offence and the Special Court shall com-
plete the trial, as far as possible, within a peri-
od of one year from the date of taking cogni-
zance of the offence. The Act was amended in
2019 to introduce more stringent punishment
including death penalty for committing sexual
crimes on children, with a view to deter the
perpetrators & prevent such crimes against
children.

A centrally sponsored scheme for setting
up of 1023 Fast Track Special Courts FISCs) includ-
ing 389 Exclusive POCSO Courts is implemented by
the Department (of Justice (Dod), for expeditious
trial and disposal of rape and POCS0 cases.

Child Welfare Committee

A sexually abused child is considered as
"child in need of care and protection” under Juve-
nile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act,
2015. Palice officer should therefore inform the
Child Welfare Committee about every case under
the Act within 24 hours. CWC can appoint a support
person for the child who will be responsible for
psycho-social well-being of the child. This support
person will also liaise with the police, and keep the
child and child's family informed about progress in
the case. Reporting can be done through toll free

number [098.

Mandatory Reporting

According to the Act, every crime of child
sexual abuse should be reported. If a person who
has information of any abuse fails to report, they
may face imprisonment up to six months or may be
fined or both.

Legal Aid

Section 40 of the Act allows victims to
access legal aid. However, that is subject to Code of
Criminal Procedure. In other words, the lawyer
representing a child can only assist the Public
Prosecutor, and file written arguments if the judge
permits.
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