# $%& '& (%*+ H(S- + &S W ( # '&
O$*+ ,#($$+ * /0123$#4%  50)$ 6( % *45 %
&+ + # % BB)P&' % B+ )% ' +*$%+ 6 # +*$ -
%+, ( # 55(,%$$+6(+*%(3% 7+ (% %$ % *$$8% .-
(+% 6 *%4$* ( #(+ $+ $&$$+ % +*( # # 5(35% 6 #
&'&++ 45(4 +7+%* % .+$+ 6 9,& 55(,%$- &&

&$8$%' # % 5% ()( # (6(4+ (9% $% # '& $
)4% 6 %$ %34 &6 '& O+ &)(- # 1'& $
6%+ ,%+& -+ 4 ; < $% &% 3$# 5.8%* 6% ( ++ 4 $+
$% (¢ .- + %)$+" $%) &) 6,88 $4 %' '4% 6
&3-(+ 3%# +55( ++ 4 &% =*&+$) & 3$# &'& $ 3(> $%
($43% & 4 (+ )(-+'+ (3% 6(4 # 5(? (+ (+ @ (4%
+ # *%*&+$% 6 ($&+ % 55 &+ * 3$8&& %W# %* # ) P& .$&S$ -
% *++$$8$- 6 '& $ %  $4& 4%%( % #&5 $% *( W'
A %$+4 50)% 9,85 $) % *45 % &'&+ ()5 +$% 5(6++$% &
4%%( ,% 5($)$&' % $+ )% "' +*$% 6 # +*3 -

55&$* $ %+ ( $%)$ 6(4 &$B& &3-(+ #)$%' (9,5+$
9, &36%* $%+ 6( % (*,& 6,&&?%4 %''4% 6(3 ;< 5++ 6
5,- #36 '& $ 6%+ ,%+& % 6%) ;A<5++ 6 ++$+ % '&
$ 6%+ ,%+& +5(4 $6$ +#4 6(# 66%* 6 '& $
6%+ ,%+t& -+4+ 5%8% $+($ & (% + ,#H(F- %+
5(5+ #(%$% +,.7* 6 +$.3&$- # +()$*+4-. =% &>+
( ,&% ,(+ +5( $(*$%+BS%+ ((*$%+ (*$) 6(4 # 66%* 6



7. & (SF+ H#H(B- # 3-(++ %' #($% 3$8&& %
L &83 > Y% #(5(5) *++ (% #(( $% (+#$5

# 4 6 % '4% &% 3%# 55&%* $% (4 4- .
3%& 6(4 # 66$$& 3.+ 6 P+ (B @ ++$%+ " %+
# 5+ BB4 %+ * (+')$%B< % &+ $+5&- % $* . ( 6
%+ # ,& 6$&& 55&%* $% 6(4 &% 3%# +&67? + *5$+ 6
(9$+$ *4%+4-. +,.4% - #%< $% %'&$+# 66%* 6 B+ ($*
% ++$%+ " %+ 3H(+ #(,H+5 S5+B('$+ ( 5+ $% #
66%* 6 # *( (- $+ (P & (% + ,H(B- %t % (.6(
A 6 0*)4( A %- 55&$* $% (*$) 6 (, +#&&
% . *%+$ ( 55&$%'6( %' '4% +% *( % ($H# ++,(%*
3+ ) (

2+ ?
#3565 (+ %
$+($* & (% + ,#($-?7%47
$+(F* @ ++$%+!," %+



$+ ($*
55&%* $ %
; ( 66%* +<

| 55&%* % + 4
#(B,+. %+ 4

C 6"$(#

D '";+ % /?1I? A<

A % (

E +$ %$& (++

2 66%* (++
1 #4.( (++;$6 %-<

0 &5%% ;<

L



/| &5#% <
I .$&

| =

IC 7?4 $&

/D

A 4

IE *3$%& F &$6$* $% ;& + W&+ +&6?7 + *5%+
* 4 % +<

(+ 4 6" (B %$)(+$- ( 6 | . $%

++$%' *% '
(<

(,$%

(6 ++$ % &

|( n

%- # (;$6

%o-<

2 6 %(&&4% + 3-(

1 %(&84%  ; *# +8&6? + *5- 6 %(&&A% *($6%*
$++’ - n ( ’%*$&<

10 =5 ($%* $% " (
' ($% 6 *,&5(*$*<

M % =5 ($%* *($6$* $++, .- # "( ++*$ $%B ,%*$& $6
%0-<

< & 6*++HWN&




< (B*++H%&
o=+ $6(9,8( <
*<5*$ &$8 $% $6 %-

#  $8+ 6 63 $45( % *++ # 55&$* %+ #) & 3%3# B
H#%& % (5( 7,'4% $6 %-<

#H#H( A5%& + % (&B ) (%4 % () (%4 %
Y% ( >$%' * %+ &B5& (

$%$* 53 @ *# *4%+<

| #  (+ 3#( # 55&%*% $+ (& (& 5(*$*$%'

L%r&+ " (++*S $% 4. (+#$5 ($6SF <

5$6- 3# #( (&B((4$% % # 5%& 6 B

%% 5(3 %4 ( 6&'& $ *+t+ HW& @ (+.&< *#

* 4 9% +<

C # #( % $+$58$% (-*+B *458 $% $+ B3+ '$%+ # 558$* %
3$# %-"( ,%*$& + B

'6-+ +5*$6- P&+ 6. # $+5+ @ 5% $% 3% # *,4 % +<
D $+ 6 # *4%+ . *H# ?

< &B? + 5# *5$+ 6 ($6$* + $% +55( 6 *F $%&
9, &$6%* $ %+

"< &6? + 5# *5- 6 ($6$* $% %(&&4% $++, .- # " (
9*$& % (# )* + * [OE/



< &7 + 5# *5-6# %$- (@ (++ (6

< &6? + 5# *5-6 6(&+ C- (+;$6 )$& .&<

' $'% (<

(- *&( # & # + 4%+4 $% #$+ 558%* $% ( (,
*A5& % *((* # .+ 64->%3&"' % .&$6 % # )%
6 % $%6(4$% .$% 6,% 6&+B $%(* % +' 4
*%$ ( $+&S.& . F%&&  #) ( % % (+ #
$%+(*$%+ % (4+ 6 # %'4% % '(+ .$ .- #+
*&( # 6,86%38& # &PSPES-*% S %+ 6( # * (- 3IUSH
4+ >8% % '4% *&( # #) %)(5%8&S$8 .- %-"(
96*$8& $% %- $+*$58$% (- (* $%'+ &+ % (> 4$% $%
& % '($- % $+$583% + (9,8( #( ,% ( '( 3%# #
(4%($% +(*,( % &% # (4+ % *%$$%+ % $6$ .-
B *%* (%

&* ;$|% ,(<



$+($* '& (O%*+ ,#(B- %t
3 ,( 45&= %+
#% /EA? 2
43& &+ 4%+ G5%7.") 3%

~&$*  $*

55&$* $ %+ ( $%)$ 6(4 # &$$.8& *%$ +6( 3 ;<5++ 6
5-#%6 '& $ 6%+ ,%+& % 69%) ;A<5++ 6 ++$+ % '&

$ 6%+ ,%+&6(# 66%* 6 '& $ 6%+ ,%+& -+ 4 +

S5 3% # $+(B* & (O + #B- %t ( $& $%6(4 $%
5& + )$+$ $+($* (+3.+$ # 5+BB4 %+ * (+')$% + 6 (
+,.48++$ % 6 55&%* $%GH A 5 A

2+ ?
#3565 (H+%

$+($* '8 O+ ,#($-7442

$+($* @ +S%r),' %+



https://mansa.dcourts.gov.in/
mailto:dlsa.mansa@punjab.gov.in

IEA? 2

&+ 4 %+ G5,%7."') $%

|
$ /
3% 4,7

< | Lt %

% $'(C () *$ +
0 1
# 5+ BB4 %+ * (+')$% 4
& o/ A

?

$

&


https://mansa.dcourts.gov.in/
mailto:dlsa.mansa@punjab.gov.in

Modified Scheme 2022

Legal Aid Defense
Counsel Scheme
2022

FOR PROVIDING LEGAL AID, ASSISTANCE & REPRESENTATION IN
CRIMINAL MATTERS IN LINE WITH “PUBLIC DEFENDER SYSTEM”

Natlonal Legal 'Serwces Authority

B- BLOCK, ADDITIONAL BUILDING, SUPREME COURT OF INDIA, NEW DELHI |
Email: nalsa-dla@nic.in, ms-nalsa@gov.in Website: www.nalsa.gov.in
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1. Introduction

Legal Services Authorities provide legal services to accused/
convicts, who are in custody or otherwise coming within the eligibility criteria
spelt out in Section 12 of the Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987. Legal Services
are being provided at pre-arrest, remand, trial and appellate stages in criminal
matters. Legal representation is being provided by the Legal Services Authorities

in approximately 2 lac criminal cases (trials) at the district level.

During Consideration of the Demands for Grants (2022-23) of the
Department of Justice by the Department Related Parliamentary Standing
Committee (DPRSC) on Personal, Public Grievances, Law and Justice observed

in its 116" report that:

“NALSA has recently completed 25 years of its establishment;
accordingly, it is also the right time to ponder over reforms which
are required in NALSA and legal aid movement in India. Majority
of Indians are eligible to _receive legal aid, but the number of
people actually receiving legal aid is a miniscule percentage of
those entitled. In the previous chapter, the Committee has already

recommended a significant increase in NALSA's budget and expects
NALSA to make best use of it in performing its assigned mandate.”

At present, Assigned Counsel System of dispensation of Legal Aid
is being followed in India. Under the said system, cases are assigned to panel
lawyers by Legal Services Institutions. Such Panel lawyers to whom cases are
assigned, also have private practices, and hence, they do not exclusively devote
their time to the legal aid matters. Many times, their accessibility and availability
remain an issue for timely client consultation and updating the legal aid seekers
about the progress of their cases. There are few instances, wherein the lawyers

were found harassing beneficiaries or demanding fee from them.




The system of Court based legal services needs to be strengthened
for providing effective and efficient legal services to weaker and marginalised
sections of the society. To achieve the same, several steps have been taken such
as capacity building of lawyers, enhancing the structure and effective functioning

of monitoring & mentoring committees, upgradation of Front Offices etc.

In the said process of strengthening and making legal services more
professional, NALSA thought of adopting another legal aid delivery-based model
i.e. ‘Legal aid Defense Counsel System’ for proving legal aid in criminal matters
on the lines of public defender system on pilot basis for a period of two years in

some districts to see how effective and successful such changes in approach will
be.

It is pertinent to mention that in most countries, Legal Aid Delivery
Models are combination of the Public Defender System, Assigned Counsel
System and Contract Services System. Examples of diverse legal aid delivery
systems can be found, among other countries, in Israel, the Republic of Moldova,
Sierra Leone, South Africa and the United States of America. A number of
jurisdictions have adopted a public defender scheme with offices throughout the
country, including Argentina, Chile, Georgia, Mexico, Paraguay, Peru, the

Philippines, the Republic of Moldova and South Africa'.

NALSA, decided to implement LADCS as pilot project in 17
states/UTs but the same was made functional in 13 states namely Andhra Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Delhi, Gujarat, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Kerala, Maharashtra,
Odisha, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh.

As envisaged, Legal Aid Defense Counsel System involve full time

engagement of lawyers with support system. The said unit deals exclusively with

legal aid work in criminal matters at the district HQ, where it is established.

! Model Law on Legal Aid in Criminal Justice Systems with Commentaries(www.unodc.org)



http://www.unodc.org

Subject to feasibility, the services may be extended to Talukas or outline Courts.
Initially, it was confined to cases before the Sessions, and now it will be expanded
to all type of criminal courts with Lawyers engaged therein not allowed to take
any private cases or any other retainership. This will create institutional capacity
to effectively provide legal aid to poor and needy in criminal justice system. Some
of the perceived advantages of the Legal aid Defense Counsel System vis-a-vis

assigned counsel system may be mentioned as follows:

Increase in Availability and accessibility of Legal Aid Defense

counsels,

e Effective and efficient representation by experienced lawyers,

e Timely and lively Client Consultations,

e Effective monitoring and mentoring of legal aided cases,

e Professional management of legal aid work in criminal matters,

e Enhanced responsiveness leading to updating of legal aid seekers
about the progress of their cases,

o Ensuring accountability on the part of the legal aid providers.

At the first instance, the Legal Aid Defense Counsel System was conceived to be
implemented on a pilot project basis for providing legal aid in criminal matters in
Sessions Courts in a few districts. After its success as a pilot project, it is being
extended to other districts and to all criminal courts including Courts of executive

Magistrates.
Objectives:

To provide qualitative and competent legal services in criminal matters
to all eligible persons.
e To manage and implement legal aid system in professional manner in
criminal matters.
Scope of Work:

Legal Aid Defense Counsel Office shall be dealing exclusively with legal
aided matters in criminal matters of the District or HQ, wherein it is
established. It shall be providing legal services from the early stages of
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