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From

Member Secretary,

Haryana State Legal Services Authority,

Institutional Plot No. 9, Sector-14,

Panchkula.
To

All the Ld, Chief Judicial Magistrate-cuwSecretaries,
District Legal Services Authorities,
In the State of Haryana

No. Ls_?;ﬁg_ﬁlwa/wmscm&sybo-sun/es /2026
Dated, Panchkula, ( 9-48}

Subject:= In Re Order dated 17.03.2026 passed by the High Court of
Judicature at Allahabad in Criminal Revision No. 1449 of 2024 and
Ancillary Issued.

Sir/Madam, s :
Please find enclosed herewith letter DO No. 39905/2026/X dated

04.08.2026 received from the Learned Deputy Registrar Hon'ble Supreme Court of
India, alongwith Certified Copy of the reportable Judgement dated 14® jJuly 2026
passed by the Hon'ble Apex Court in the matter titled as Misc application No. 1998 of
2026 in Suo Moto Writ Criminal No. of 2026, for information and necessary
compliance, The same may also be forwarded to the Sub Divisional Legal Services

Committees of your respective District for information and necessary action.

—

You are also requested that in terms of Para 24, to ensure effective
dissemination implementation of the contents of the Report/Publication/Handbook
organise orientation programmes, training sessions workshops, seminars other
capacity-building init!atives for all conéerned Officers and personnel that the

principles embodies in the publication are meaningfully understood and effectively
integrated into institutional practice.
Encl: As Above.

Sow
Supe '
For Member Secretary,
Haryana State Legal
Services Authority,
13362 8% Panchkula,
Endst. No. LEG/04/MISC/HALSA/DO-SHR/ 03/2026 dated, the, 9—’ ¢ b’ﬁ

A copy is forwarded to All the Ld. District & Sessions. judges-cum-
Chairpersons of District Legal Services Authorities, in the State of Haryana for

information please.
E3 Su%

For Member Secretary,
Haryana State Legal
Services Authority,
Panchkula.
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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA
CRIMINAL ORIGINAL JURISDICTION

Miscellaneous Application No. 1998 of 2026
in Suo Moto Writ Petition (Criminal) No. 1/2025

In Re: Order dated 17.03.2025 Passed by cS10i¢ N7
the High Court of Judicature at

Allahabad in Criminal Revision No.

1449 /2024 and Ancillary Issues

JUDGMENT

SURYA KANT, CJI (Oral)

ﬂ 1. The origins of the present controversy have been well documented and
do not require elaborate reiteration. Nevertheless, to briefly adduce the
factual matrix of the case, this Court considered it necessary to take
cognizance of certain observations made by a learned Single Judge of the

ﬂ High Court of Judicature at Allahabad in the judgment and order dated
17.03.2025 in Criminal Revision No. 1449/2024. The matter was

brought to the attention of this Court through a letter dated 20.03.2025

addressed by a forum known as ‘We_the Women of India’. Upon receipt

of the said communication, the matter was registered and was first taken

up for consideration on 26.03.2025.

2. During the course of the proceedings before this Court, a comprehensive

examination was undertaken of both the correctness of the High Court’s
Nitin
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3.

decision as well as the propriety of the observations contained therein.
Upon such consideration, this Court found it difficult to concur with the
conclusions reached by the High Court. The impugned judgment was
consequently held to have been vitiated by an erroneous application of
settled principles of criminal jurisprudence. The Criminal Appeals

arising out of Diary Nos. 15692 and 21813 of 2025 were thus allowed,

and the judgment and order dated 17.03.2025 passed by the High Court

was set aside. As a natural consequence thereof, the matter stood
remitted to the Court of the Special Judge (POCS0), Kasganj, for

adjudication in accordance with law.

Having held so, this Court also deemed it appropriate to take notice of a

broader and systemic concern permeating various levels of the justice

delivery system, namely, the need for judicial decisions in cases involving

sexual offences to be informed not only by legal principle but also by

sensitivity, compassion, and empathy. This concern assumes particular
———— —_— 4

significance in matters involving vulnerable and/or minor victims and
Nt e

witnesses, whose engagement with the criminal justice process demands

the highest degree of judicial care and sensitivity.

In this backdrop, this Court observed that judicial decisions must
embody the values of compassion, humanity, and understanding, which
are indispensable to the administration of a fair, responsive, and effective
system of justice. It further emphasised that sustained institutional
measures are necessary to inculcate and nurture a sensitive and victim-

centric approach amongst members of the judiciary, while ensuring that
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court procedures are similarly aligned to uphold the dignity and rights

of these who come before the justice system.

This Court therefore considered it necessary to formulate appropriate
guidelines, informed by the views and recommendations of domain
experts, while remaining mindful of the various measures and initiatives
undertaken in the past to strengthen the administration of justice in
cases involving wvulnerable persons. To that end, Hon'ble Justice
Aniruddha Bose, former Judge of this Court and Director of the National
Judicial Academy, Bhopal, was requested to constitute and chair a
Committee of Experts comprising four other domain specialists as
Members. The Committee was entrusted with the task of preparing a

comprehensive report on the subject, ‘Developing Guidelines to Inculcate

Sensitivity and Compassion into Judges and Judicial Processes tn the

Context of Sexual Offences and Other Vulnerable Cuses’,

Pursuant thereto, Hon'ble Justice Aniruddha Bose constituted a
Committee comprising: (i) Justice Sonia G. Gokani, Former Chief Justice
of the High Court of Gujarat; (i) Ms. Anuradha Shankar, Advocate and
Former Director General of Police, Madhya Pradesh; (i1i) Dr. Surat Singh,
Advocate, Supreme Court of India; and (iv) Prof. Lucy T.V. Zehol,
Professor, Department of Anthropology, North Eastern Hill University,
Shillong. The Committee is stated to have been assisted by Dr. Sonam
Jain, faculty member at the National Judicial Academy, and Mr. Shrish
Kailash Shukul, District Judge, Madhya Pradesh cadre, and presently

Officer on Special Duty at the Academy.
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This Court also made certain observations with a view to ensuring that
the proposed Guidelines do not suffer the same fate as similar initiatives
undertaken in the past. Upon reflection, it was recognised that one of the
principal shortcomings of the earlier guidelines on the use pf gender-

neutral and non-stereotypical language in judicial writing was that they

were framed with reference to a predominantly anglicised model of court

functioning.

Unlike the common adage goes, what is good for the goose may not
always be good for the gander. While well-intentioned, these previous
guidelines did not sufficiently account for the linguistic and cultural
diversity that characterises the Indian judicial system, particularly at the
District Judiciary and High Court levels, where judicial proceedings and
judgments are often shaped by regional languages, idioms, modes of
expression, and local context. The present exercise, therefore, sought to
ensure that the proposed Guidelines are capable of meaningful
implementation across the diverse linguistic and institutional landscape

of the Indian justice delivery system.

It is important to note at this juncture that this exercise also assumes
significance in improving and enhancing the language generally
employed in the course of court proceedings, and in the drafting of orders
and judgments. The trajectory of legal language has, admittedly,
traversed a rather winding path from where it once stood to where it
stands today. This is because the language of the courts, and of judges

in particular, was often complex and laden with legalese, rendering it
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difficult for the layperson to comprehend. Over time, however, courts in
India, and this Court in particular, have been mindful of this concern
and have made a conscious effort towards rendering the language of the

courts more accessible to the public at large.

10. The idea, essentially, is to ensure that people are made aware of their
rights and responsibilities. More particularly, it is important to
acknowledge that when our decisions ultimately have the effect of
altering the course of a person's life, it is imperative on us to ensure that
such decisions are rendered in terms that are understandable to them.
This becomes even more apparent when we turn to some of our initiatives
geared towards making judgments available to the public in regional
languages. Against this backdrop, we need to lay great emphasis on

@ ensuring that our final decisions are rendered in terms that are
approachable, accessible and comprehensible across varying contexts,
so that the rich diversity of our country does not become an impediment

to our goal of true accessibility.

11. The Committee was in that regard expressly advised to prepare the
Guidelines in clear and accessible language, capable of being readily
understood by all stakeholders, including laypersons. The Court further
emphasised that the Guidelines should avoid unnecessary reliance on
technical or abstruse terminology, particularly expressions borrowed
from foreign languages or jurisdictions, and instead remain firmly
grounded in the social realities and lived experiences of those who engage

with the Indian Justice Delivery System.

5| Page
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12. Pursuant thereto, the Committee undertook the arduocus task of
preparing a set of guidelines that are at once concise, practical, and
comprehensive, with the objective of assisting members of the judiciary
at all levels. In due course, the Committee submitted its report and
accompanying publication in compliance with the mandate entrusted to

it. The publication traces the evolution of gender jurisprudence in India,

highlighting the judiciary's continuing commitment to fostering a more

inclusive and equitable justice delivery system.

13. The publication further contains a detailed discussion on the legal
framework safeguarding victims against stereotyping and victim-
blaming, while illustrating the manner in which insensitive cross-
examination and police interrogation may inflict secondary trauma upon
victims and, in many cases, operate as a significant deterrent to their .
pursuit of justice, Of particular significance is the compilation of

commonly employed gendered and stereotypical expressions often found

in judicial discourse, juxtaposed with suggested neutral alternatives that

are better suited to legal reasoning and adjudication. The Committee has
thus endeavoured to produce a practical and accessible resource capable
of guiding judicial officers in adopting language and approaches that are

sensitive, inclusive, and consistent with constitutional values.

14. The publication also furnishes valuable guidance on expressions that are
commonly employed in different regional and linguistic settings,
clarifying whether such usage may carry pejorative or discriminatory

connotations and, where appropriate, suggesting more respectful and
-
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17.

_inclusive taltemativasl Tlﬁs assumes particular significance in the
context of references to transgender persons and persons of diverse
sexual orientations, gender identities and expressions, and sex
characteristics (SOGIESC), where the use of accurate and dignified

terminology is integral to safeguarding individual dignity and equality.

The publication concludes with a dedicated section on conducting court
proceedings with greater compassion and sensitivity, setting out
practical measures to ensure that judicial processes are responsive to
the needs of wvulnerable persons while preserving the fairness,

impartiality, and integrity of the adjudicatory process.

This Court places on record its deepest appreciation for the painstaking
efforts of the Committee in preparing this publication. The work reflects
careful deliberation, sensitivity, and a keen appreciation of the realities
of the Indian justice delivery system. Owing to its lucid presentation,
practical orientation, and ease of reference, the publication serves as a

valuable ready reckoner for judicial officers at every level,

——

We are accordingly fully satisfied that the publication merits acceptance.

The same is approved and shall serve as a guiding resource for members

of the judiciary, particularly while dealing with matters involving sexual

—

offenices and other cases concerning vulnerable persons. Its adoption is
will indeed promote greater consistency, clanty, and sensitivity in

Judicial discourse, while ensuring that the language and processes of the
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18.

19.

20.

courts remain anchored in the values of dignity, compassion, and

empathy.

At the same time, we consider it necessary to clarify that the use of
appropriate, inclusive, and sensitive language is an evolving exercise and
cannot be regarded as having attained finality. As societal understanding
continues to develop, so too must the language employed by courts in

the discharge of their judicial functions.

The present publication must, therefore, be treated as the
commencement of a continuing institutional endeavour rather than its
culmination. It shall remain incumbent upon the judiciary, and
particularly upon this Court, to periodically revisit and refine these
standards so as to ensure that judicial discourse across the country
remains consistent with constitutional values, reflects sensitivity
towards all stakeholders, and speaks in a coherent and harmonious

voice.

In view of the foregoing, we direct the Registry of this Court to ensure
that the publication is uploaded onto the website of the Supreme Court,
and that copies thereof are circulated to all High Courts for similar
upload on their respective websites, as also for onward dissemination to
the District Judiciary functioning within their respective jurisdictions.
Copies shall likewise be circulated to all Tribunals and other quasi-
judicial bodies, who may upload the same on their respective website(s),

if any.
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21. Siumilarly, the aforesaid handbook shall be published by the National
Judicial Academy and all State Judicial Academies on their websites.
Copies of the handbook shall further be forwarded to the Union and State
Law Departments; to the National Legal Services Authority, as also the
State, District and Taluk Legal Serﬁces_ﬂuthnﬁﬁﬂs; and to the Ministry

of Women and Child Development, Government of India. Regional

translations of the handbook alse be circulated amongst relevant

A -

academicians, law universities and law colleges.

p—

22. The Directors General of Police and the Directors (Prosecution) of all the

States are also directed to implement the handbook, and to issue
instructions to all police stations within their respective jurisdictions to

abide by its contents while registering an FIR or filing a chargesheet.

®

23. The publication shall serve as a mandatory guiding resource in matters

immvolving sexual offences and other cases concerning vulnerable persons.

—

24. We [urther direct all concerned authorities, whether judicial,

g governmental, or police authorities, to take appropriate steps to ensure

= -

the effective dissemination and implementation of the contents of this
publication. To that end, they may organise orientation programimes,
f _ lraining sessions, *_wnrkshnp‘_s, sErﬂmars: and other capacity-building
initiatives for all concerned officers and personnel, so that the principles
_embodied in the publication are meaningfully understood and effectively

integrated into institutional practice.
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25.

26.

27.

Before we conclude, it is necessary to address an issue that was brought

to light during the proceedings. Ms. Shobha Gupta, learned Senior
Advocate, informed this Court that certain observations made by the
High Court of Judicature at Patna, in its judgment in Criminal Appeal
{SJ) No. 775/2013, are in direct contravention of the ratio and legal
principles established in our prior order dated 10.02.2026.

—

Consequently, the Registry is hereby instructed to seek guidance from

the Hon'ble the Chief Justice of India, on the administrative front,
TEe ing whether it is necessary for this Court to register fresh suo motu

proceedings in this matter.
With these directions, the matter stands disposed of.

Ordered accordingly. Pending applications, if any, stand disposed of in

the above terms.

TEsrssssssmEEEEEraRT R armasssswEnnny mla
(SURYA KANT)

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! Y Iri!‘iiiiﬁiiﬁiii’- J‘

(JOYMALYA BAGCHI)

NEW DELHI;
JULY 14, 2026
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Context

Since the davs written languages became part of our civilization, it
has helped us in expressing our thoughts in writing to cover a wide section
of population. But privileged groups within society have also found ways
to make it a tool of empowerment and also an mstrument of denigration to
retain their high position in the society. Language gained super-prominence
after the printing press was invented in 1492 and has been witnessing
quantum jump in its reach and power with digitalization. Human thoughts
travel far and wide with these developments. Directly or indirectly, the <
deep-seated prejudices within the societal hierarchy also travel to distant
places through modern means of communication. Gender is one of the
fundamental source of discrimination and denigration in all societies
subsisting in the world. But where there is discrimination. it is natural
human response 1o resist. and such resistance has given rise to reform
movements which history will testify. The legal systems often play a vital
role in the process of resistance. Judges have spoken in different ways,
addressing the problem, and the use of certain words or expressions often
helped us to gauge or assess the overall attitude of the society in gender-
related controversies.

The 50s and 60s of the last century witnessed caste, color, and class- -
related controversies dominating the courtrooms across the world, along v
with gender. In fact. since the 19th century, the gender issue has been
engaging political thinkers and social reformers, but that was mainly a
binary controversy involving men and women. From the middle of the 20th
century, however, sexual discourse has gone beyvond binary and has become
a point of discussion in open platforms. Greater presence of women in
workplaces also gave rise to various forms of exploitations that the law
courts were called upon to deal with. A new jurisprudence combining

empathy and a rights-based approach has since emerged mainly through




el 1

courts. Cases of Vishakha, Nargesh Meerza, Githa Hariharan Naz
Foundation, are some of the decisions coming from our Hon'ble Supreme
Court which reflect the integration of this new jurisprudence into our legal
system,

One challenge that was initially not anticipated while the gender

jurisprudence was developing was the role of the complainant as the victim.

Gender related cases required a sensitive and empathetic judicial approach.
Specifically in relation to allegations of sexual offences, graphical
representation of the offending act in course of trial in an open courtroom
often resulted in traumatizing the victim. making her relive the moment in
an open forum. A sexual assault, unfortunately, is still treated as a crime of
a different genre, and it still prevails as dormant prejudice in many cases
that a victim is also complicit in some way. That is why, often, the defense
lawyer, in the course of a trial, tries to highlight the dress. or general
appearance of the victim as also the time and location at the time of the
offence.

Facing cross-examination by a lady victim of a crime of this nature
often act as deterrent for her to make a complaint. A graphic description of
the offending act in a judgment multiplies the victim's trauma. This is where
empathy of the criminal justice system is a vital necessity in gender related
crime. Empathic ability, sociologists would advise, is an innate trait but can
be advanced with awareness and practice. For inculcating sensitivity and
empathy at all levels, in all cadres, along with imparting training of
substantive laws, the judges would also require to be trained on soft-skills.
Emotional Quotient would have to supplement Intelligent Quotient in
discharge of judicial function.

In Suo Moto Writ Petition Criminal No. 1/2025, a bench presided
over by the Hon’ble the Chief Justice of India, Surva Kant, with Justices
Joymalya Bagchi and N. V. Anjaria, had initiated Suo Moto proceedings



upon an order by a High Court involving allegations of the commission of
offences under Section 376 of the Indian Penal Code 1860 and Scction 18
of the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act 2012 (POCSO). In
the order of the High Court. a certain graphic descriptions of the offending
act was given. The High Court had modified the summons order, revising
the offences to he under a lesser charge under Section 3548 of the Indian
Penal Code and Sections 9 & 10 of the Protection of Children from Sexual
Offences Act 2012. The judgment of the Hon’ble Supreme Court was
delivered on 10" February 2026.

After dealing with the order of the High Court on merit the Hon'ble -
Supreme Court was pleased to direct:

“17. Ms. Gupta and Mr. Phoolka, learned Senior Counsel, have,
apart from pointing out the legal flaws in the impugned judgment, also
wiged this Court to take cognisance of the insensitivity reflected in the
impugned judgment towards the plight of the minor girl, who 15 alleged to _
have heen the victim of sexual offences. They submit that there have been <
various instances of impassive judicial decisions, across different levels of
the judiciary, where judges and judicial officers have failed to imbibe
compassion and empathy in the manner of handling matters imvolving
sexual offences, especially when it comes to vulnerable and'or minor
victims and witnesses. In this vein, the learned Senior Counsel/counsel for u
the parties have pleaded that certain guidelines may be laid down by this :
Court to prevent such issues from arising in the furure.

18. We find some strength in the issues raised before us. The judicial
svstem, as a cohesive framework, is designed to deliver justice and
satisfaction to citizens who seek redressal of their grievances before it. To
meet such an objective, our efforts must not only be grounded in the sound
application of constitutional and legal principles but also foster an

environment of compassion and empathy. The absence of either of these










cornerstones would prevent judicial institutions from properly performing

their critical duties.

19. No judge or judgment of any court can be expected to do
complete justice when it is inconsiderate towards the factual realities of a
litigant and the vulnerabilities which they may be facing in approaching a
court of law. Our decisions as participants in the legal process, from laying
down the procedure that shall have to be faced by common citizens to the

Jinal judgment passed in any given case, must reflect the ethos of

compassion, humanity, and understanding, which are essential for creating
a fair and effective justice system.

20. There is no doubt that some action is required to be taken to
inculcate and nurture an inherent sensitivity and discernment into the
approach of members of the judiciary, as well as into the accompanyving
court procedures. Various steps, in this direction, have also been taken by
the Constitutional Courts of this country, fram time to time, on the judicial
as well as administrative side. It seems, however, that the efforts thus far

have not borne the fruit that was expected.

21, That being so, we are hesitant to undertake, ar this stage. a fresh
and unguided attempt to lay down any guidelines, without the benefit of a
comprehensive understanding of the past endeavours of such nature
undertaken hy the different Constitutional and statutorv bodies, the on-
ground results of such efforts, and the varying scope of problems faced by
victims and complainants in similarly sensitive cases, An attempt of this
kind also should not be undertaken without the valuable opinions and
suggestions of different domain experts, which, in our judicial experience,
does not intuitively emerge out of litigative proceedings.

22. For this purpose, we request the National Judicial Academy,
Bhopal, through its Director, Justice Aniruddha Bose, and former Judge of
this Court, to constitute a Committee of Experts. The Committee of Experts
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shall be presided over by Justice Bose as Chairperson and shall comprise
four other domain experts as Members, which may include practitioners,

QC{HI’EI?H{,‘RHI}'&', and social workers.

23. We request the Committee of Experts to prepare a comprehensive
report on the matter of "Developing Guidelines to Inculcate Sensitivity and
Compassion into Judges and Judicial Processes in the Context of Sexual
Offences and other Vulnerable Cases'. The Committee shall consider the
previous measures undertaken, whether on the judicial side or the
administrative side, to achieve such goals, as well as the varying results =
seen on the ground through the implementation of such measures. Further <
after taking into account such previous endeavours and the variety of on-
ground experiences faced by different stakeholders across the judicial
system, prepare comprehensive recommendations. These recommendations
shall be in the form of ‘Draft Guidelines for the Approach of Judges and the
Judicial System When Dealing with Cases of Sexual Offences and other
Similarly  Sensitive  Occurrences  Involving  Vulnerable  Victims, W

Complainants, and/or Witnesses ',

24, The Committee shall, while preparing the report, bear in mind
the linguistic diversity of our nation. There are various examples of
affensive words and expressions, the use of which would ordinarily
constitute an offence under our penal laws, but they are openly spoken by
members of our society in local dialects, ostensibly because of the absence
of a clear wnderstanding of the offensive nature of such saying. It shall be
highly appreciated if the Committee, as a part of its report, is able to identify
and compile such words/expressions, from different languages, so that they
do not go unnoticed, and the complainants/victims are empowered to give a
better and fuller narrative of the trauma undergone by them.

23. While doing so, the Committee of Experts must remind itself that

the primary beneficiaries of these Guidelines are the victims/complainants,




majority of whom are children. women of tender age, and members of
vulnerable sections of society. As such, the Committee shall ensure that the
Diraft Guidelines are devised in a manner so that they may be understood
and utilized easily by such persons, irrespective of their background and
MEans.

26. 1o this end, we recommend that the Committee of Experts
prepare, preferably the entire report, and in any case at least the draft
guidelines, in simple language comprehensible to laypersons, whose
interests the guidelines seek to protect. The guidelines, we expect, will not

i) be loaded with heavy. complicated expressions borne from foreign
languages and jurisdictions. They must be contextualised in the real and
lived experience of the stakeholders in Indian judicial process, with direct
reference 1o the ethos, values, and social fabric of our country.

27, The Committee may even consider preparing translared versions
of certain public-facing sections of the guidelines. The objective is to fully
_ﬁ explain the various concepts to all readers, irrespective of linguistic and

legal proficiency.

28. We may alse clarify that we, in no way, seek to restrict the
Committee of Experts on the aspect of the volume of the draft guidelines.
When an attempt is being made to explain and clarify the different concepts,
™ rights, procedures, and best practices to be followed, the Committee must
ensure that the report is comprehensive and exhaustive, including
appropriate  and adequate explanations and illustrations wherever

necessary.

29. The Committee of Experts shall be at liberty to seek the
assistance of other experts on this matter, such as linguistics academicians,
prosecutors, litigators, social scientists, and counsellors, as it deems

Recessari




30. The Registry of this Court is directed to forward a copy of this
order to Justice Base, and we request him to constitute the Committee of
Experts, preferably within a period of two weeks. Counsel for the parties
are permitted to file written submissions, charts, lists, and other documents,
which may be of relevance to the Committee, with the Registry of this Court
within two weeks. These documents, along with a complete set of the
paperbooks of all these matters, shall be forwarded to the Committee,
thereafter, for its consideration.

31. The Chuairperson and the Members of the Commitiee of Experts
shall, for their valuable time and efforts, be paid such honorarium as may <
be determined by Justice Bose, for which necessary funds shall be provided
by the Supreme Cowrt of India.

32, We vrequest the Committee of FExperts to complete its
deliberations and submit a report to this Court, preferably within three

months.

33. Having passed these divections, we are of the considered opinion
that the suo motu writ petition regarding the order dated 17.03.2025, which
we have already set aside, need not be kept open. As and when the
Committee of Experts is able to furnish its report to this Court, the same
would be taken up in a holistic manner. not specifically in the context of a
single case. To that effect, the Registry is directed, upon receipt of the report «/
Jrom the Committee of Experts, to place the same before Hon 'ble the Chief
Justice of India on the administrative side for appropriate instructions.

34. Hence, in terms of the directions issued hereinabove, the instant
suo motu case stands disposed of. Pending interlocutory applications, if
any, also stand disposed of. "

The present publication has been made in pursuance of the

directions of the Hon'ble Supreme Court of India. A committee was




constituted by the undersigned comprising of Hon’ble Ms. Justice Sonia G.
Gokani, Former Chief Justice of the High Court of Gujarat, Ms. Anuradha
Shankar, Former Director General of Police. Madhya Pradesh, Dr. Surat
Singh, Advocate. Supreme Court of India, and Prof. Lucy T.V. Zehol,
Professor, Department of Anthropology, North-Eastern Hill University,
Shillong. The committee was assisted by Dr. Sonam Jain. faculty member
at the National Judicial Academy in completing the work. Mr. Shrish
Kailash Shukul, a District Judge of Madhya Pradesh Cadre presently Officer
on Special Duty at the Academy also provided inputs and administrative
™ support to the committee,

We had also sent a questionnaire to all the State Judicial Academies
mainly to get response from various stakeholders of the criminal justice
system for their understanding of court language. The stakeholders were
judicial officers. witnesses and victims and they were approached through
the District Legal Service Authorities. The composite response is Annexure

'S) I to this publication.

[t was unique task before the committee to undertake a work of this
nature. The committee tried its best to capture the writing style of
Judgements in relation to gender related issues and highlighted them. but a
publication of this nature cannot permanently act as guideline as language
evolve continuously. Words spoken on the streets cannot make its way into
judgements directly. In gender related cases, judgments have to be founded
on which should be built upon empathy and sensitivity and it would be also
for the members of legal community as whole. to collectively create a
language ecosystem which would weed away the offensive or undesirable
words or manner of description of certain acts. It is also of critical
importance that judges and lawyers employ, sanitized cxpression in legal
proceedings, so that victims get comforted in a court of law rather than



being harbouring apprehension of being traumatized. Use of appropriate
expressions can help in eradicating deep-seated gender-based prejudices. I

The committee is grateful to the Hon ble Supreme Court for being
given this opportunity. This exercise. the members of the committee feel,
will inspire and encourage thinking persons in other walks of life to bring
gender neutrality and sensitivity in their respective fields. The committee
also would like to thank all the State Judicial Academies for their support
for this publication.

Justice Aniruddha Bose




Gender Jurisprudence in India

Through a continuous judicial process. the judiciary in India has
consistently expanded the scope of gender justice while dealing with these
issues. The jurisprudence evolved through court decisions highlight
protection of dignity, bodily integrity, equality and privacy. The courts are
playing a transformative role in dismantling patriarchal stereotypes,
recognizing intersectional vulnerabilities, strengthening workplace and
institutional safeguards from dominant gender harassment. This led to the

e recognition of reproductive and sexual autonomy, affirmation of the rights
of women, children, transgender persons, and gueer communities/non-
binary in a gender neutral manner. Over the years several judgments
collectively reflect the judiciary’s ongoing commitment towards building a
more inclusive society.




Name of the
(Case (with
Year)

Factual Brief

Principle from the Judgment

of the Hon’ble Supreme
Court of India reflecting the
transition ol Gender

Jurisprudence

Yusuf Abdul
Aziz v. State
of Bombay
(AIR 1954 SC
321)

Challenge to
Section 497
IPC {adultery
law) on
grounds of
gender
discrimination.
(section 497 of
[PC has
subsequently
been struck
down in the
case of Joseph
Shine as serial
no. 13 in this
table)

The Hon ble Supreme Court
upheld the constitutional
validity of special provisions
for women under Article
15(3), recognizing that

T— !
substantive equality may

o s e -

require protective measures in

—

favour of women.

[

C.B.
Muthamma v.
Union of India
((1979) 4 SCC
260)

First woman in
Indian Foreign
Service
challenged
discriminatory
promotion/serv

ice rules.

Court condemned sex-based
service rules and affirmed
equality in public
employment, stating married
women cannot be put on a

worse footing than married

mei.




Name of the

Factual Brief

Principle from the Judgment

((1979) 2 SCC
143)

accused
acquitted due
[0 restrictive
reasoning on
consent,

Case (with of the Hon’ble Supreme
Year) Court of India reflecting the
transition of Gender
Jurisprudence
3 | Tukaram v. Rape of a Public outcry led to reforms
State of minor girl in in rape laws, shifting focus to_
Maharashtra police custody; | survivor-centric interpretation

and statutory changes
regarding consent and
evidence.

Air India v.
Nergesh
Meerza
((1981)4 SCC
335)

Air hostesses
challenged
rules
mandating
retirement on

The Court held pregnancy-
hased termination rules
arbitrary and unconstitutional,

—

calling such provisions an
insult to womanhood,

marriage/pregn

ancy.
Bharwada Rape The Court held survivor’s
Bhoginbhai survivor’s testimony does not require
Hirjibhai v. testimony corroboration, recognizing the
State of questioned for | social stigma of reporting
Gujarat lack of sexual violence.

((1983) 3 SCC
217}

corroboration.




S. | Nameof the | Factual Brief | Principle from the Judgment
No. | Case (with of the Hon'ble Supreme
I Year) Court of India reflecting the
transition of Gender

Jurisprudence

6 | State of Punjab | Rape The Court ecmphasized (in- |
v. Gurmit SUrVivor’s camera) proceedings, privacy
Singh ((1996) | privacy and protection, and survivor
2 5CC 384) dignity during | dignity, noting no woman

g trial at issue. would humiliate herself by

| making a false allegation.

7 | Vishaka v. Sexual The Court framed the Vishaka |
State of harassment of | guidelines for workplace
Rajasthan social worker | sexual harassment at |
((1997) 6 SCC | at workplace. workplace, affirming gender
241 equality includes protection

from such harassment.

8 | Sakshi v, NGO sought The Hon’ble Supreme CE)LI]'E_I
Union of India |, child-sensitive | directed adoption of child-
((2004) 5 SCC | courtroom sensitive quLTd_i_Eutiun o
518) procedures for | prevent trauma to child

sexual offence | victims,
trials.

9 | Anuj Garg v. Challenge to The Court held legislation
Hotel law barring should be assessed by its
Association of | women from impact, not just aims, and
India ((2008) 3 | working in struck down exclusionary
SCC 1)y~ | venues serving [_{rovisians as unconstitutional.

aleohol. = =




S. Name of the
No. Case (with
Year)

Factual Brief

Principle from the Judgment
of the Hon’ble Supreme
Court of India reflecting the
transition of Gender
Jurisprudence

100 | Suchita
Srivastava v.
Chandigarh
Administration
((2009) 9 5CC
1)

Pregnant
woman with
intellectual
disability
sought
autonomy over
abortion.

The Court affirmed
reproductive autonomy as a

facet of personal liberty,
linking it to dignity. bodily
integrity, and privacy.

11 | National Legal
Services
Authority v.
LInion of India
((2014) 5 5CC
438)

Recognition of
transgender
persons’ legal
rights.

The Court constitutionally
recognized transgender

identity, affirming dignity and
directing affirmative
measures for inclusion.

12 | Joseph Shine

Challenge to

The Hon"ble Supreme Court

v, Union of criminalization | struck down adultery law as
India ((2019) 3 | of adultery unconstitutional and rejected
SCC 39) law. patriarchal notions of

marriage.

13 | Indian Young | Women The Court held exclusion
Lawyers challenged based on biology violates | L/
Association v. | exclusion from | dignity zl_nd e_q_llu_l_i[y-,_:m-:i
State of Kerala | entering ["asserted constitutional
((2019) 11 Sabarimala morality prevails over
SCEET) temple. patriarchal customs.

R e e e g Ry
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skin™ contact.

S. Name of the | Factual Brief | Principle from the Judgment
No. Case (with of the Hon’ble Sepreme
Year) Conrt of India reflecting the
transition of Gender

Jurisprudence

14 SECI'EI'.’_’LI'}-'. Women The Court rejected
Ministry of officers sought | stereotypes about women's
Defence v. permanent roles and held women cannot
Babita Puniya | commission in | be denied equal opportunity
((2020) 7 SCC | the Indian on the basis of physiological
469) Army:. or social assumptions,

15 | L. Col. | Challenge to The Honble Supreme Court
Nitisha v. facially neutral | recognized indirect
Union of India | standards in discrimination and advanced
((2021) 15 u-l;rw selection. | substantive equality
SCC 125) S jurisprudence.

16 Aparna Bhat v. | High Court had | The Court directed judges to
State of made avold gender stereotypes and
Madhva | stereotypical prohibited suggestions of
Pradesh remarks and marriage/compromise in rape
((2021) 3 SCC | suggested cases.

247) COmpromise in
rape case.

17 | Attorney High Court The Hon'ble Supreme Court
General for acquitted set aside the interpretation,
India v. Satish | accused under | holding child protection laws

V"t ((2022)5SCC | POCSO based | must be purposively
545) on “skin-to- interpreted.
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Name of the
Case (with
Year)

Factual Brief

Principle from the Judgment
of the Hon’ble
Court of India reflecting the
transition of Gender

Jurisprudence

Supreme

18

Patan Jamal
Vali v. State of

Rape and
murder of a

The Court recognized
intersectionality,

Kumar Rai
((2022) 14
SCC 299,

examination.

Andhra Dalit woman. | acknowledging compounded
Pradesh discrimination based on caste,
((2021) 16 gender, and disability.
SCC 225) o

19 | State of Use of two- The Honble Supreme Court
Jharkhand v. finger test in condemned the test as
Shailendra rape regressive and irrelevant to

consent, directing it must not
be conducted.

X v. Principal

Unmarned

The Court held unmarried

women are equally enitled to

Secretary, WOman

Health & challenged reproductive autonomy and
Family denial of recognized marital rape for |,
Welfare Dept., | abortion after | limited purposes.

Delhi ((2023) | 20 weeks. T

9 SCC 433)

Deepika Singh | Denial of ~ “7| The Court recognized that

v. Central maternity I-'.:avg': families in contemporary
Administrative | for non- l- SDEE[}' exist in diverse forms
Tribunal traditional and f;::igzted stereotypical .
((2023) 13 family assumptions regarding

SCC 681) structure, caregiving and family roles.




%

' S. | Nameofthe | Factual Brief | Principle from the Judgment
No. Case (with of the Hon’ble Supreme
Year) Court of India reflecting the
transilion of Gender

Jurisprudence

22 | Supriyo @ Petition for The Court declined
Supriya legal recognition but reiterated
Chakraborty & rec meunn of qu»u:r rights to dignity,

Anrv. Union | same-sex dumnnmy, and pmtu.tmn I|II
of India (2023 | marriages. from discrimination. .
INSC 920)

23 | In Re: Alleged | Institutional The Hon ble Supreme Court

Rape and response to emphasized institutional

i Murder sexual violence | accountability, safe working
Incident of a | against a | environments, and survivor
Trainee Doctor | doctor. dignity.
(2024 INSC
613)

24 | Dr. Sohail | Jurisdictional I'he Court clarified ICC’s |

i {i’ Malik v. Umion | challenge 1o jurisdiction extends across

of India (2025 ICC under dttpar{m-:nla and must uphold
SCC OnLine POSH Act. the remedml intent of the
SC. 2751) POSH Act.

25 | Vaneeta Complaint of | The Court recognized that a
Patnaik v. continuing hostile work environment
Nirmal Kanti sexual may be continuing
Chakrabarti harassment at | harassssing, requiring
(2025 INSC work. Survivor-sensitive
1106) interpretation under POSH

Acl.




/ v. Union of

S. | Name of the | Factual Brief | Principle from the J udgment |
No. Case (with of the Hon’ble Supreme
Year) Court of India reflecting the
transition of Gender
Jurisprudence
26 ipun Saxena | Protection of The Court reinforced the

identity and

statutory prohibition on

|

India ((2019) 2 | privacy of disclosure of the identity of
SCC 703) Victims of rape survivors and issued
sexual comprehensive directions to
offences. protect their privacy and
dignity throughout the
—
criminal justice process,
including in judicial records I
and media reporting.

27 | Manisha An elected The Court recognized that
Ravindra woman legal and administrative
Panpatil v. Sarpanch was | actions against women elected
State of disqualified representatives may
Maharashtra from office on | sometimes be rooted in
(2024 INSC allegations that | patriarchal resistance to
762 she resided in a | women exercising authority,

e —
house

———
encroaching on
SOVETTTMes
land.

particularly in rural
governance structures.

Note: The above table is only illustrative and not exhaustive of the extensive

jurisprudence developed by the Hon'ble Supreme Cowrt of India in advancing
gender justice and constitutional equaliry.



Legal Protections against Victim-Blaming

Lo

Indian law already contains rape-shield protections to safeguard surviors
against victim-blaming. It reinforces the principle that consent must be
b M1E PEIIRER e P

e

judged on the circumstances of ll'IE alleged incident. not on the survivor's

A e e — e —

personal history. It helps prevent %umdar\ victimization during trial,

upholds the dignity and privacy of survivors, and encourages more victims
to report crimes without fear of character assassination. Section 146 of the
erstwhile Indian Evidence Act barred any insinuation about a complainant’s
sexual reputation or character. In State of Jharkhand v. Shailendra Kumar (W

1-

Rai', stressed this point that a woman’s “sexual history i wholl}f
immaterial” to rape allegations. and it is “patriarchal and sexist” to suggest
she cannot be believed merely for being sexually active.” The court noted
that Section 53A of the Indian evidence Act explicitly makes a vietim’s prior
sexual experience “not relevant” to consent in a rape trial.” Likewise, the
Allahabad High Court recently condemned a lawyer’s attempt to call a rape
survivor “a woman of easy virtue,” holding such attack on character to be

“wholly irrelevant” and expressly barred by law®. In short. Indian courts
now reaffirm that a survivor’s reputation or past has no place in determining

the credibility of her testimony.’

ot (2027 14 SCC 299,
¥ Patriarchal & sexist to assume that a sexually active woman cannot be raped; Anyone
conducting "two-finger” test will be auilly ot miscanduct: 3C,

Qg Awww seconline comdblog post/ 202 20 L1V two-finger-tesi-hanned-sexnaliy-active -
women-can-be-raped-guilty-misconduct-supreme-conrt-legal-updares-research- guidel ines-
news o -crext— Ve EI R0 0D

fhid, (The said pravision is incorporated in Section 48 of the Bharativa Sakshya Adhiniyam
(BSAY), 2023)

" Bechan Prasad v, State of U.P. and Anuthr_{,}_gg_@ﬂjgamu y

Allahabad HC pulls up advocate for calling rape victim a8 worman of “easy virtue™; says it
violates dignity & privacy under Article ZL;




This aligns with international rape-shield standards. For example, Federal

Rules of Evidence in the U.S. forbid introducing a complainant’s sexual

behavior or predisposition in most sexual assault cases.® Such rules, and

Article 5 of CEDAW (Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of

Discrimination against Women.) 1979, recognize that asking about a
= o 0 _— .

woman'’s private life only perpetuates myths and deters reporting.

Cross-Examination and Sexual History

In practice, victims are often subjected to harassing cross-

) examination designed to plant doubt. Maximum trauma is faced by the
victim after the offence reaches trial stage. Judges have begun to rein in
sucﬁmtance one recent decision. ordered an immediate end to
the notorious “two-finger test” and remarked that whether a woman is
“habituated to sexual intercourse™ is “irrelevant” to determining rape’. The
Court emphasized: “Nothing could be further from the truth, a women’s

ﬂ sexual history is whollv immaterial while adjudicating whether the accused

- raped her”. It noted the probative value of her testimony “does not depend
upon her sexual history.” and that treating her as dis-believable for being
sexually active is “patriarchal and sexist™.

Indian trial courts are also bound by provisions that limit the line of
questioning to be adopted by defence lawyers towards the victims. Under
™ the Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam, 2023 (BSA) Section 134 and 155
empowers the court to control over indecent/scandalous questions and
insulting/annoying questions to be put forth during examination. In practice

e

htips. Swww scconline. com/blog/past/ 2026/02/06/ rape-survivor-character-assassination-
allahabad-he/t~text = The % 20Court %2 0added % 20thar % 2 Oany, of% 2 0the % 20%201 22

Rule 412, Sex-Otfence Cases: The Victim,

htps:wwwe law.cornell edwirulesifredrde 4128~ texr="%28a%29%20P rohibited %200 ses, pr
oceeding *a2involving 262 0alleged %2 0sexual ¥ 20misconduct

Lillu @ Rajesh v. State of Haryana, (2013) 14 SCC 643




this means lawyers cannot use labels like “easy virtue” or allege promiscuity
to discredit a victim. Indeed. courts routinely strike down such insinuations
as irrelevant. For example, the Bombay High Court rejected the argument
that a teenager’s two boyfriends justified her rape. It was observed that “a
woman may be having easy virtue but that does not mean all and sundry can
take advantage of this fact. She has a right to say no™. The Hon ble Supreme
Court held that Even if the prosecutrix, in a given case, has been
promiscuous in her sexual behaviour earlier, she has a right to refuse to
submit herself to sexual intercourse to anyone and everyone because she is
not a vulnerable object or prey for being sexually assaulted by anyone and W

CVErVo I'I.E.H

Contrasting Judicial Sensitivities: Progressive

Approaches and Persistent Prejudices

For the purpose of the study the committee analyzed 125 Trial Court
judgments from across the country and taken assistance from all the state
judicial academies. These judgments gave a mixed picture about the
perceptions and mind-set and also the approach of a judge while deciding a
matter. There were cases where judges were highly sensitized towards the
victim. witness. and vulnerable groups, like they were alert to the
vulnerabilities of women and children. They prioritized the rights of the &
victim and balanced the social interest at the same time.

In State of Punjab v. Gurmit Singh”, a landmark 1996 judgment of

e

the Hon"ble Supreme Court of India, directed trial judges to actively protect

I

while the victim is subjected to embarrassing. insulting or intimidating

T State (NCT of Delhi) v. Pankaj Chaudhary, (2019) 11 8CC 575
T (1996) 2 SCC 384,




questioning. Judges did understand that women are reluctant to report such

—ncidents and were conscious enough to intervene in between when the
cross-examination goes beyond the ethical standard. The judgments reflect
a modern, gender-sensitive judicial approach which not only talks about
sentence but also focus on compensation, rehabilitation and society as a
whole.

The other side of the story is where the terms and phrases like why

were you there at that time? Why were you wearing this kind of clothing?

Why were you not accompanied by any men? Why did you report so late?

ﬂ are frequently used. In matrimonial cases, when women approach the police

for registering a complaint, they are asked in disbelief, "Why now?" After

S0 many years, you have children; this happens in a marriage. You are so

well-off. dressed in a particular way. Is your story real? Women are

bombarded with questions like this. Not just the police station, the same

kind of trauma they face in some one stop centers, by support persons, in

n jails, hospitals, etc.'”. The court is the only place where a judge listens to all

' such problems. Women speak up in court only in the hope that the judge

would do something to save their honor and dignity. The judge has the

power to control his court; directing the staff to offer basic courtesies by

offering a chair and water. A judge must be a little more alert and vigilant

while the victim is deposing. Make sure that unnecessary people should be

™ moved out just to make her more comfortable. N ot just her words but her
body language should be observed by a jEi_g__,‘-::_._

Across all levels of the justice delivery system—be it the police
station, hospital, one stop crisis center, or courtroom—women survivors of
violence face a range of discriminatory, insensitive, and victim-blaming

mn

Inputs for Guidelines for a Gender-Just Justice System With Reference To Women Survivors of
Violence, Abuse & Exploitation — (Note Prepared through a Consultative Process with Civil
Society Groups) By State Women's Commission, Madhya Pradesh.




statements. Survivors are routinely met with remarks such as, “Ghar ki baar
: hai, itma kva ho gava? (It is a matter of home, what happened so much?)”
or “Samjheta kar lo, ghar bach jayega, (Make a compromise. your house
will be saved.)” trivializing their experiences of violence and pressuring
them to compromise. Police and other authorities often question their
appearance with comments like, “Lipstick laali lagakar complaint likhwane
aavi ho? (You have come to lodge a complaint wearing lipstick.)” or cast
doubts on their intentions, saying “Aaj kal ki awratein drama karti hain
(Wamen these days arve dramatic ).” Survivors are also asked irrelevant and

C

intrusive questions about their personal life and conduct, for example. “Aap
iss tarah kapde pehen kar rehti hain? (Do you keep dressing like this?)" or
“Aap ka behaviour kaisa hai ghar mein? (How is your behavior at home?)”
I'hese statements. instead of building the survivor’s confidence. further

traumatize and deter them from seeking justice.!!

Testimonies within the guidelines highlight the reality of these experiences.

One survivor shared how, after suffering visible injuries, she was made to W
walt at the hospital and questioned about her “behaviour at home™ before

being examined. Another testimony from a trans-person stated being forced

to strip for “identity wvenlication™ and being pressured to sign false

statements, while also being mocked and denied access to family or

respectful freatment. Such narratives underscore the systemic barriers and

the patriarchal attitudes survivors must confront at every stage, especially o
those from marginalized backgrounds who face additional caste. class, or
gender-based discrimination. '

Inputs for Guidelines fora Gender-Just lustice System With Reference To Women Survivors of
Violence, Abuse & Exploitation — (Note Prepared through a Consultative Process with Civil
Society Groups) By State Women's Commission, Madhyva Pracdesh.

Inputs for Guidelines for a Gender-Just Justice System With Reference To Women Survivors of
Violence, Abuse & Exploitation — (Note Prepared through a Consultative Process with Civil
Society Groups) By State Women's Commission, Madhya Pradesh.




The Hon ble Kerala High Court" in December 2024 Mat. Appeal No. 706
of 2024 delivered a judgment, stating that clothing is a form of self-

" expression, being part of an individual’s identity or an expression of general
aesthetics. It is unpardonable and impermissible in any civilized society to
judge a woman solely based on her clothing or to draw conclusions about
her virtue or modesty. as such judgments are rooted in rigid notions of
patriarchy. The sartorial preferences that a woman makes are her own
choice. which cannot be subjected to moral policing or assessment.
particularly by courts."

xR XKX v XXXXX, 2024:KER: 91898




Rule against stereotyping: A transition to
Gender Just Society
Judicial approaches in India have consistently rejected the use of

gender-based stereotypes in adjudication, particularly in cases involving
sexual oflfences and gendcr justice.

I. InAparna Bhat v. State of M.P", the Hon'ble Supreme Court held that

. S

courts must avoid stereotypes relating to a victim’s clothing, lifestyle,

marital status. or sexual history. emphasizing that such factors are -
irrelevant to consent or credibility and underscoring the need for judicial

sensitivity training, It was held that stereotypical judicial observations

undermine fairness and vietim confidence, requiring courts to maintain

neutrality and avoid extrancous social assumptions.

. In Sanghmitra v. State’, it was further clarified that professional

- - b-..‘-_ __'I - 4 & - - -
identity or gender cannot form the basis of judicial presumptions.

The exclusion of sexual history and character-based reasoning has been
reinforced through statutory and doctrinal developments. Judicial
condemnation of stigmatizing language is also reflected in Bodhisattwa

——

Gautam v. Subhira Chakraborty'’, which addressed the seriousness of

sexual violence and the impact of societal biases on victims. The Hon'ble
Supreme Court in Aparna Bhat further clarified that consent cannot be o
inferred from clothing or prior sexual conduct. rejecting the “good

woman/bad woman™ dichotomy.

Cnnf-;titutiurfﬂ_j_g_ﬂgp"ggndence has also dismantled stereotypes embedded
in laws govVerning marital and gender roles. In Joseph Shine v. Union of

Supra
W1 2024 DHC 2524
(1996) 1 SCC 490 |~




India", Section 497 IPC was struck down for treating women as passive_
and subordinate, thereby violating Articles 14 and 15, Similarly, Shayara
Bano v, Union of India”, invalidated triple talaq for perpetuating gender
inequality, while Naviej Singh Johar v, Union of India®, held that laws
enforcing heteronormative gﬂnder miehs__:an; unconstitutional. grounding

anti-stereotyping in equality and privacy rights. In Yash Pal v. State of
, Haryana®, the Punjab and Haryana Court acknowledged that criminal law
/j/ cannot reinforce differential standards of sexual agency for men and

|
| women.

ﬂ Procedural safeguards also reflect this anti-stercotyping approach. In,
State of Punjab v. Gurmit Singh?!, emphasized the relevance of in camera

lriaism_rew:nt reputational harm and stigma. The Sexual Harassment of
Women at Workplace Act, 2013 further institutionalizes protection against
humiliating or sterentMSIioning. recognizing such violations as
implicating fundamental rights under Articles 14. 15, and 21. International
m guidance. including CEDAW-based principles and HE. Bangkok General

e ————— e

guidance for | udges' on Applying Gender Perspective in South and Southeas!
Asia (2022), cited in Aparna Bhat. also directs judges to avoid rigid notions

e e,

of a™real victim™ and adopt context-sensitive evaluations.

The evolution of anti-stereotyping jurisprudence is marked by explicit

-

- . 5 a 5 | ¥
PN overruling of earlier decisions. In Joseph Shine®, the Hon'ble Supreme |
Court overruled Sowmithri Vishnu v. Union of India®, rejecting notions of

T

women as the property of husbands. Likewise, Navtej Singh |~

T (201913 8CC 39,
B oo In9scet. k
A o o sec 1.
2 CRWP/MG60/2021.(2024:PHHC: 118245.DB ¥
N Supra
n Sa.-pﬂ';
¥ AIR 1985 SC 1618, L~
R

[ 1Y r = Wi L EE L] S - - - = 8 FEg EOE = T e =




Johar*overruled Suresh Kumar Koushal v. Naz Foundation®, affirming
that constitutional-morality must prevail over outdated social norms that

enforce gender and sexual stereotypes.

A (20171 5CC 791
LE (o) 1scc
—

s s e e




Gendered/Stereotype Language in
Judgments and Alternatives

[t has been a longtime concern for judges in India to avoid
masculinity in deciding cases, as the basis or reasoning in judgments. There
is a mistaken notion that masculinity is a natural phenomenon — a notion
which the judges are actively confronting now. Sensitive judicial language
is therefore not merely a matter of politeness; it is essential to ensuring
fairness, dignity, and impartiality in adjudication.

The need for sensitivity becomes even more urgent in cases
involving women and children, especially in light of the increasing
prevalence of crimes such as sexual assault, domestic violence, harassment,
and abuse. Women in India continue to face systematic discrimination,
sexual violence, domestic abuse. and harassment. In such circumstances,
insensitive courtroom remarks or judgments that rely on stereotypes may
ﬂ discourage victims from reporting offences or participating in the justice
process. Judicial attitudes in sexual assault cases involving unconscious
women have often reproduced “rape myths” and questioned victims®
credibility rather than focusing on the accused’s conduct®. Such language
can re-traumatize survivors and reinforce social prejudice instead of

o promoting justice.

Since courts are institutions entrusted with protecting constitutional
values, it is incumbent upon judges to adopt language that is respectful,

neutral, and free from stereotypes. Sensitive judicial expression strengthens
_ﬂ -

26  Elizabeth A Sheehy. “Judges and the Rensonable Steps Requirement: The Judicial Stance on
Perpetration Against Unconscious Women™ in SEXUAL ASSAULT IN CANADA: LAW.
LEGAL PRACTICE AND WOMEN'S ACTIVISM {University of Ottawa Press, 2012) 483 at
4834857
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public trust, protects the dignity of vulnerable individuals, and ensures that
the justice system reflects principles of equality and human rights.

In the case of Phul Singh v. State of Harvana®’, there are issues with
both the words used by the Court and the way it decided on the sentence, if
looked through gender justice lens raises concern. Accused of the crime

was said to be motivated by "sex stress" and other phrases may be
considered inappropriate today. Use of sensitive expressions has become a
critical component in judgment writing on gender related cases in
contemporary jurisprudence.

The following glossary is curated after analyzing the 125 Trial Court

- ———

Judgments and we have also added some common words which are
"h____-—l—--l_,_-l-"""."' . - .

stereotypical and may be avoided. It outlines problematic or outdated

phrases found in these judgments and suggests neutral alternatives that can

be used in legal contexts.

Traditional/Problematic Neutral, and legally appropriate W/
Phrase alternatives
The body of women as play ' Violated bodily autonomy of
ground | complaimant(s)/victim(s)
Helpless woman; helpless | Survivor / (If.nnplaipmu
female o .
Where women are honoured, there | Avoid religious/cultural references; »
the gods rejoice |f0cus on legal rights
It destroys the vt;fy soul of a Crime caused severe trauma to the
helpless woman surviver
Victimization, soul destroyed | Survivor experienced harm/trauma

T (1979) 4 SCC 413




Traditional/Problematic
Phrase

Neutral, and legally appropriate
alternatives

Female members/persons (for
victims)

Victim / Survivor / Complainant

Gold digger (economic motive)

Avoid speculation; focus on evidence

Suffering from psychological

neurosis

Survivor may experiencing
trauma/distress

Woman in non-permissive

soclety

Person in a conservative society

Allow women to walk freely

All individuals have right tomove
freely and safely

Self-respecting woman

Women may be used without any
S—
adjective

Poor helpless minor girl

Minor vicum / Child survivor

e —

Hormonal changes, desire,
temptation

Avoid physiological explanations

unless absolutely necessary

She was enticed away (good faith)

Accused lured/abducted victim h}-{ L’ |

gaining trust

Honour,

shame

Avoid “honour”/“shame™: focus

on survivor’s rights

Victim of another person’s

lust

Victim/survivor of sexual
| v

assault/violence

Stigma as inevitable consequence

Focus on justice/rehabilitation /e

Outraged the modesty

Sexual assault/violaton of

- L
bodily autonomy {

Serious health consequences
as a female

Serious health consequences for
the victim/survivor




Traditional/Problematic
Phrase

Neutral, and legally appropriate
. alternatives

Permanent impact on girl’s life

Survivor may need ongoing

support; focus on recovery .

Lost her chastity

Survivor’s bodily autonomy was

violated

No hue and cry, traveled
Calmly (to describe post occurance
behavior of the victim)

Avoid victim-blaming; focus on |

| ¥

facts

Gullible or obedient daughter

Minor / Child victim

| She was a consenting party

Consent is not legally valid for

minors

Tutored child

Child witness; avord assumptions
about influence

Bid to defile chastity

Act of sexual assault/violation of

—

autonomy

Fueled by lust

Sexual violence: avoid attributing
crime to “lust”

AProsecutrix

Victum / Survivor / Complainant | L

Degrades the soul of the
helpless female

Causes severe harm to survivor |

-S_pgi led her childhood /

ruined life

The crime had serious consequences:

i

focus on support

Minor girl/child

Child victim / Survivor

Satisfy his illicit lust

Committed sexual assault /

lviulmed the law




Traditional/Problematic Neutral, and legally appropriate
Phrase alternatives
Haunt throughout her life Survivor may face ongoing |
chailenger .
Physical relationship (for Sexual assault / rape (if the offending
rapefassault) act is non- consensual and/or victim is
a minor)

Disrobing (unless provided in the Forced removal of clothing (part of

0 statute) sexual assault) |
Status and prestige of family Focus on harm to victim/ survivor;
15 at stake avoid “honour” shaming
Scars left remain lifelong Survivor may need ongoing
support; focus on recovery
Helpless female Survivor
(& Vs
Her private part/chest/ vagina, Use neutral medical/legal terms; refer L—H/
victim girl to child/survivor
Accused acted as with his Focus on age difference & |~
granddaughter power dynamics, not family
~ Destroyed life, betrayal, Survivor experienced severe
e —
shameful conduct harm
 Modesty Bodily autonomy. | .°
W ———— — —— A -
Offends esteem/dignity Violation of survivor’s bodily P
autonomy and rights
Girl child is vulnerable All children are entitled to protection
e
under the law




e ————————————— ——— — —— ———— —
Traditional/Problematic Neutral, and legally appropriate
. Phrase alternatives
Sex slave Survivor subjected to repeated |'

J -

. i i (1.
sexual violence/exploitation — while '~
being kept under control

Brothel keeper Perpetrator of trafficking/sexual
Exploitation (the term brothel may be
used if statutorily necessary)

| Sterling character (victim’s Character evidence is irrelevant in |~ W
character) sexual offences
Lust satisfaction Act of sexual violence/assault: &~

Prudent attribute - avoid trivializing

crime
[Hliterate/rustic witness Witness (mention education only if

legally relevant) W/
Whaore (derogatory term) Survivor / Vietim i
[nability to control emotions. Avold rationalizing crime; focus ‘
male-dominated society on accountability/law i
In several cases. courts are required to deal with situations where people <@

having relationship with person other than spouses. Live-in relationship

between persons who are not formally married has acquired some element

of recognition.

In such situations particularly in relation to women terms like Concubine.
Kept/Keep. and Mistress may be ayoided. Partner would be the ideal |~

e iy i

e et : . e e ———
substitute which would extend to same-sex relationship also. Otherwise. the

expression girlfriend (in relation to women) may also be used.




Words like prostitute, call girl. fallen women and escort are widely used in
common parlance but may be substituted with the word sex worker as it

e e e NP e el

more accepted and recognised term by International Labour Organisation
(ILO) also. However, the word prostitute may be used only when statutorily

needed. e —
-.—-_-ﬂ

For person with different sexual orientation LGBTQIA+ is an umbrella term

which is used. The term homosexual is in common use but may be
substituted by *Gay’. For women °Lesbian’ is still an acceptable term. For

b T

third g’E__F_I‘EiEI' — in North India the word Hijra is used, in Tamil Nadu

|
\
!
|
ﬂ Thirunangai refers to a transgender woman, and Thirunambi refers to a ‘
e ——
transgender man. In Karnataka Jogappa is used in gender-diverse
communilies. These are implicitly pejorative and now the term which is
acceptable and dignified is intersex.)It might be advisable to uses these in
court languages. Now, the term SOGIESC (An acronym for sexual , Vi
o

orientation. gender identity. expression and sex characteristics) is gaining

ﬂ acceptance.

In this regard it may be worthwhile to refer to UNICEF publication on
gender  equality  ttled ‘Glossary of terms and  concepts’

(https://www.unicet.org/rosa/media/ | 76 | /lile/Genderglossarvtermsandcon

cepts.pdf) which carries an exhaustive list of taking into account sensibility

of various region ot the world.
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Compassionate Court Practices

I'he Indian judiciary 1s moving from a traditional, accused-focused
system to one that centers on victims—protecting their privacy. dignity. and
mental well-being. The aim is to reduce secondary victimization and

supporting them until they are [ully rehabilitated. This marks a shift from
Just punishing offenders to help victims heal and recover simultaneously.
Vietim compensation scheme 2018 (Annexure 1) is one such step and
various welfare statues also provide directions in that regard o

From the time the matter of this nature reaches the Court of Sessions
Judge/ the Courts of Judicial Magistrates, the Presiding Officer needs to
inquire from the Investigating Officer whether the directions issued in case
of Delhi Domestic Working Women's F orum v. Union _rg{i{_:_f{{g_zi are

followed in providing services of Legal Assistance to the victim. Police is

" . i - - * | .
also under a duty to inform the victim of her right to representation before f"/ L 4
questioning her and also to state the same in its report.

Directions categorically obligates the Investigating Officer to ensure

supporting a rape victim right from the time of filing of FIR till the end of

the case. This can be extended to the victims of other nature of serious

crimes W/
It Legal Assistance is not provided or no Advocate is engaged by the

victim privately or the Presiding Officer is not satisfied with the answer of

the 10, the Court either requires to direct such measure directly to the

District Legal Service Authorities and it can also direct the superior officer

ot 10 to ensure following of such directions with the insistence of written

—

compliance by the 10 within 48 hours.

———————

B (1995) | SCC 14
'.___._l--ﬂ—-."'-‘-'-.l—n-—-




Periodical monitoring on empanelment of Advocates at the level of
police stations in aid of the victims ;f-sexual assault in the District through
monthly meeting of the Principal District Judge, the Superintendent of
Police and Secretary DSLA can better administer the issue. Alternatively, a
wr_itlie_n_ mc:_-_lflﬂjlll;f_hrep{q;'t_ be sent by the SuE_eLint_en_dﬁEt_ of qui_ge‘ to the ‘ L
Principal District Judge, ensuring due compliance of this necessity.

Victim/ Witness Protection measures

Presiding officer ought not to wait for the application of the victim
ﬂ or of vulnerable witness as it is the legal obligal] the Presiding Officer
o ensure victim/ witness protection. In Mahender Chawla v. Union of | L~

i

" India*®, the Hon'ble Supreme Court approved the Witness Protection
'Schema, 2018 which was formulated by the Ministry of Home Affairs.

Government of India. Under this scheme the witnesses were categorised in

A, B and C category as per threat perception. In Sakshi v. Union of India™, W

_victim-centric and child-friendly approach to The recording of evidence in
F —— —— L - S arS—— e e
f_ 'j /} sexual offence cases was understood

Pre - trial Victim Counselling %

This is a vital mechanism to alleviate anxiety and add to confidence
building. Trial judges ought to ensure that victims undergo such
counselling.

In camera trial

Trials in sexual offences and sensitive matters need to be held in
camera. Section 366(1) _of BNSS, 2023 prescribes that the courts must be
open to the Public for the purpose oftr-ying any offence. Exception to this
is provided in Sub Section(2) the trial i:_:u_ﬂﬁﬂe or any offence under Sections
64, 65, 66, 67, 68, 70 or Section 71 of Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita ( BNS) or

*(2019) 14 SCC 6]5. -

(2004)5SCC 518




|

under Sections 4,6,8.1{3_21' Protection of Children from Sexual Offences

- -

Act. 2012 where the trials are to be conducted in camera. Printing or
[ttt =~ BE =Y

Q" 'Publication of any material relating to the same 1s though prohibited. it 1s

made permissible subject 1o “maintaining confidentiality of names and
identity. ldentity of victim is impermissible to be disclosed in any
proceedings and only initials or pseudonym is pcrmitted as  held
in Nipun Saxena v. Union of India®". W/

Witness as a Guest:

Witnesses are crucial for justice and should be treated as guests by «

the court. However. many witnesses suffer long waits and poor treatment in
court. which can discourage them from testifying. Courts ought to treat
witnesses with respect and ensure their needs are met. The travails of the
witnesses in Indian courts has been described by the Hon’ble Supreme
Court in the case of Stare of U.P. v. Shambhunathi Sr’gﬂ'ﬂ * in the following

e — e
\,/\/ passage. .
“Witnesses tremble on getting summons from courts. in India, not
because they fear examination or cross-examination in courts but because
of the fear that they might not be examined at all for several days and on all

'_SEEH};:: they would be nailed to the precinets of the courts awaiting their
chance of being examined. The witnesses. perforce, keep aside their
avocation and go to the courts and wait and wait for hours to be told at the (-
end of the day to come again and wait and wait like that. This is the
infelicitous scenario in many of the courts in India so far as witnesses are
concerned. It is high time that trial courts should regard witnesses as guests

,__,.;.nu-n-"""aﬂ-l-ﬂ"lﬂ--
invited (through summons) for helping such courts with their testimony for

reaching judicial findings. But the malady is that the predicament of the
witnesses is worse than the litigants themselves. This case demonstrates the

“ 0 (2019) 2 SCC 703,

12 .
"2 2001(4) SCC 667.




agony and ordeal suffered by witnesses who attended a Sessions court on
several days and yet they were not examined in full. The party who
succeeded in dodging examination of such witnesses finally enjoyed the
benefit when the Sessions Court acquitted them for want of evidence. The
only casualty in the aforesaid process is criminal justice.” *3

This principle applies with more vigor and strength in criminal cases
inasmuch as most of such cases are decided on the basis of testimonies of
the witnesses, particularly, eye-witnesses, who may have seen actual
occurrence/crime.

Preventing Secondary Victimization

Re-victimization, particularly in cases involving sexual offences,
domestic violence, child abuse. workplace harassment, and gender-based
violence, refers to the repeated trauma suffered by survivors due to

insensitive institutional, legal, medical, social, or investigative processes
s after _the original incident. Judges must avoid asking stereotypical or
- blaming questions and should not force victims to interact with accused
persons. The judge’s proactive role creates a safer environment for victims.

It can further be prevented by following a trauma — informed judging, avoid

repeated questioning, maintain conflidentiality and clear communication.
Court should have clear comprehensive {p-gliuc:s' and accessible support _
ﬁ system. Also, promote awareness and education campaigns for public for | d

on gendered and moral commentary.

In the case of dparna Bhatt v. State of Madhva Pradesh® | the

Hon'ble Supreme Court directed the judges to refrain from asking

stereotypical questions. Neither victim blaming language in the orders nor

33 2001(4) SCC 667.
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any conditions in bail that forces the victim to interact with the accused need
to be reflected for the “proactive role™ of the Judge alone can ensure the

safe environment,
Proactive Judges and Cross-Examination

Maintaining a balance of Protecting Victim during deposition and
particularly when under cross- examination while ensuring the rights of the
accused is utmost essential. The Hon’ble Supreme Court has directed
establishment of Video link or testimony behind the screen to avoid any

——

t!'aumatic confrontation with the accused in case of Sakshi v. Union rJ,f' W
hm’m fm child witnesses or vulnerable witnesses. prior to the enactment
" of POCSO Act, 2012, Judges must also control inappropriate questions,
especially about the victim’s sexual history, and ensure these are only asked

if strictly necessary.

POCSO Act and Child Protection laws in India W

Pre-recording of child’s statement shall have to be by a woman
officer at the child’s residence or at a place of child’s choice as per section
24 of'the Act and without the child seeing the accused. Direction of granting

mm Persons™ to the Child from the point of lodgement of FIR for
interacting with the Police machinery, medical officers and hospitals, to W
avert re-viclimisation, was provided by the Hon’ble Supreme Court in
* Bachpan Bachao Andolan v. Union af India™®. 1t also mandates tnal_m_be /
complute_d within one year from the date of tdklnb cognizance.
" Establishment of Vulnerable Witness Deposition Center has streamlined
various issues and many of laudable provisions can be employed in the trial
of serious offences under BNS Act.

*(2004) 5 SCC 518
, 2023 SCC Online SC 1031,




Points for Considerations
1. Fact-based references

Judicial reasoning should be based on evidence and not stereotypes.

assumptions, or moral perceptions about the victim’s conduct or
character. Courts should rely on testimony, medical evidence,
forensic material, and surrounding circumstances.

In State of Punjab v, Gurmit Singh", the Hon ble Supreme Court
cautioned courts against being influenced by myths and stereotypes (|
ﬂ in sexual offence cases.

—

2 Caution with terms like “outraging modesty™

Though the expression forms part of the statutory framework, it
should be used cautiously as it may reflect morality-based or
patriarchal notions. The focus should remain on dignity, bodily
™ autonomy, and violation of personal integrity. o

In Rupan Deol Bajaj v. K.P.S. Gill’®, the Hon'ble Supreme Court
interpreted “modesty” in the context of a woman’s dignity.

3. Trauma-informed language may be used: no resistance is not
equal to consent

™ Absence of injuries. delayed reporting, or lack of resistance does not
\/\\ imply consent. Victims may respond differently to trauma. Courts
should avoid adverse inferences based on stereotypical expectations

of victim behavior.

LT (1996) 2 SCC 384,
¥ (1995) 6 SCC 194

________________________________________________________ o b




-
In Kaini Rajan v. State of Kerala™. the Hon ble Supreme Court held
that consent must be voluntary and unequivecal,
= e
4. Gender-neutral, survivor-centric terms
Language should®dignified and inclusive and avoid reinforcing
gender stereotypes. Survivor-centric terminology recognizes the
experiences of all affected persons.
In National Legal Services Authority v. Union of India™. the
Hon’ble Supreme Court emphasized dignity and equality for all _
gender identities. o
. *Child™ or “*minor” for victims under 18
Under the POCSO Act, every person below 18 years is legally
recognized as a child. Child-sensitive terminology reinforces the
protective framework of the law.
In Eera v. State (NCT of Delhi)*'. the Hon'ble Supreme Court W
reiterated the child-centric object of the POCSO Act.
6. *Vietim™ or “survivor,” not “prosecutrix”
The term “prosecutrix™ is procedural and impersonal. Expressions
such as “vietim™ or “survivor” are more sensitive and dignity-
oriented. -

In Aparna Bhat v. State of Madhya Pradesh™ . the Honble Supreme
Court stressed the iiﬁf}ﬁr_gance of gender-sensitive judicial language.

T (2013) 9 SCC 113
w* (2014) 5 SCC 438 v~
#(2017) 15 SCC 133,

Nupre
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g Language ought to be child-sensitive

Judicial language must refrain from sensationalism, moralistic
observations, or stigmatizing expressions, particularly in matters
involving children.

=t it

emphasized child-sensitive procedures to prevent secondary
victimization.

8. Focus should be on autonomy, consent, and child rights

ﬁ Judicial reasoning ought to prioritize bodily autonomy, informed

—— —=

consent, dignity, and the best interests of the child rather than
notions of morality or honor. In Suchita Srivastava v. Chandigarh

Administration™, the Hon’ble Supreme Court recognized personal,

autonomy as part of Article 21.

e

9. Recognize psychological and physical trauma

Sexual offences may result in enduring emotional and psychological
trauma apart from physical harm. Courts must adopt a trauma-

informed approach while assessing evidence and evaluating the

conduct of the victim.

In State of Karnataka v. Krishnappa® . the Hon’ble Supreme Court
recognized rape as a violation of dignity and human rights.

2 (2004) 5 SCC 518
“ - (2009) 9 SCC |
2 (2000) 4 SCC 75
it
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Terms to be avoided
i All Torms of vietim-blaming

Victim-blaming is a part of rape culture where the responsibility is
totally shifted to victim by questioning her conduct, lifestyle,
clothing and delay in reporting and past relationships.

In State of Punjab v. Gurmit Singh™, the Ion’ble Supreme Court
cautioned against_doubting victims on the basis of social
stereotypes.

11 Terms like “bashfulness.” “honour,” or “sanctity™
¥ L3

Words like these are deeply ingrained in patriarchal thoughts that

link woman’s worth with their sexual purity or family reputation.

Courts should instead f'ncys on gi_ggit}, autonomy, and c{_mﬂtitutiun::t_l_

rights. - -

In Aparna Bhat v. State of Madhva Pradesh?’, the Hon ble Supreme o/
Court difeeted Courts 10 avoid gender stereotypes and inappropriate

observations in judicial orders,
3. Terms like “helpless female”

Women are not weak, dependent or lack agency. expression like
these reflects gendered mind set. Court should look women as rights -
bearing individual with equality and dignity.

In Joseph Shine v. Union of India®, the Hon’ble Supreme Court
P ohine v. Ut :
empl*:asi_z_eﬂ_djﬁit}-'. autonomy, and equal status ﬂ_f women under the

Constitution.
¥ Supra
T Supra
28

Stipret




4 Generalizations about complainants

Courts should not assume that women or vietims behave in a
uniform manner after trauma. Reactions to sexual violence differ
from person to person. Judicial findings must be individualized and | L~

—— e e

evidence-based.

e}

In Bharwada Bhoginbhai Hirjibhai v. State of Gujarat®, the
Hon'ble Supreme Court rejected stereotvpical assumptions

regarding the conduct of victims of sexual assault and clarified that

e ———
~ victims testimony does not require.corroboration, recognizing the

social stigma of reporting sexual violence.
5. Honour/shame and chastity stercotypes

Such words showease discriminatory attitudes and take violence as

an offence against reputation to the family. Courts should focus on
consent and rights.

ﬂ In State of Maharashtra v. Madhukar Naravan Mardfkarju, the

e —p——————

E_Iltllft:{i to privacy and dignity.

6. Assumptions of exaggeration by women or families

Courts should not presume that allegations are fabricated or
ﬁ exaggerated merely because they concern sexual offences. Such
assumptions perpetuate distrust toward victims and families.

In State of Himachal Pradesh v. Raghubir §fmzh,5 ! the Hon'ble
Supreme Court held that minor inconsistencies should not
overshadow the substance of the victim’s testimony. V4

-—

iy

b ——
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[ Judgmental or sexualized descriptions

Judicial language should remain neutral and professional and must

not contain unnecessary comments about appearance, lifestyle. or
sexual history.

In Vishaka v. State of Rajasthan’, the Hon’ble Supreme Court
emphasized protection of dignity and gender equality at the

workplace and in public life.

——

8. Terms like “lust™

Such words not only showcase but implicitly accepts the
uncontrollable desire of men as a natural phenomenon but also it
weakens the acts. Courts should instead use legally precise terms
such as “sexual assault,” “sexual violence.” or “offence.”

- o » - e -

In State of Karnataka v. Krishnappa™, the Hon’ble Supreme Court

recognizeéd Tape as a violation of dignity and fundamental rights
\ rather than merely a crime of passion.

9. Biased, stereotypical, or blaming language

Language of any judgment should be free from bias and prejudice.
Care should be taken 1o preserve the dignity of the survivor. The

language used should never be blaming; instead, it should be

empowering, as language is the most important tool for <

-

empowerment.

In Aparna Bhat v. State of Madhya Pradesh™, the Hon'ble Supreme
Court specifically directed judges to refrain from using patriarchal

 ——

stercotypes and insensitive observations in cases involving women.

g

f.

Supra
3 {2000) 4 SCC 75
Stigrret
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Training and Sensitivity

Sensitivity is an ongoing process that should be learned regularly.
Training br'ihgs Ecnsmwﬁ towards victims, witnesses, and all vulnerable
groups. In Ist Judges’ case, S.P. Gupta v. Union of India®™ | the Hon’ble
Supreme Court contemplated training for making the Presiding Judge
independent of himself,

"But if the judiciary should be really independent something
more is necessary and that we have to seek in the Judge
himself and not outside. A Judge should be independent of
e A DENAENE OF
!rfr:z.s_e;fajf."z'! Judge is a human being who is a bundle of
E&‘mm and prejudices, likes and dislikes, affection and ill
will, hatred and contempt and fear and reckiessness. In order
to be a successful Judge these elements should be curbed and
kept under restraint and that is possible only by education,
training, continued practice and cultivation of a sense of \ =
szmz'!}:{}-' and dedication to duty. These curbs can neither be

b N ——

“bought in the market nor infected info the human system by
the written or unwritten laws. If these things are there even
if any of the protective measures provided by the
Constitution and the laws go, the independence of the
Judiciary will not suffer. But with all these measures being
there still a Judge may not be independent. It is the inner.

strength of Judges alone that can save the judiciary, "

1981 supp SCC B7




Annexure I
Report on Feedback Questions
Regarding Court Proceedings

l. Do you understand the legal proceedings and the language used
by the lawyers and Judges in Courts in your cas¢/matter?

Responses:
. Yes: 86.4% b
. No: 7.1%
. A little: (not specified in chart)
. Most of the times: (not specified in chart)

A large majority (86.4%) of respondents reported that they
understand the legal proceedings and the language used by the (-
lawyers and judges in court,

2. Whether judges explain to you the court proceedings in an easy
and understandable language during the proceedings of your
case?
Responses: w
. Always: 69.3%
. Sometimes: 23.7%
. Never: (not specified in chart)

Most respondents (69.3%) indicated that judges always explain the
court proceedings in an easy and understandable language. while

25.7% said this happens sometimes.



¥ Do you find the Judge and lawyers sensitive and empathetic
towards you during the Court proceedings?

Responses:
. Always: 59.3%
. Never: 9.3%
. Mostly: 23.6%
. A few times: 7.9%
A majority (59.3%) feel that judges and lawyers are always sensitive
™ and empathetic, with 23.6% reporting such behavior *mostly’.
4. Do you feel that you are being heard by the Judge?
Responses:
. Always: 66.4%
. Never: (not specified)
™ . Mostly: 25.7%
. A few times: (not specified)

66.4% of the respondents feel that they are always heard by the
Judge, and 25.7% feel that they are mostly heard.

B As peryour own case experience, what do vou think can improve

- Presiding Officer’s (Judge’s) interaction and communication

with you?

. Use of clear, simple language and less legal jargon.

. More time for parties to express concerns.

¢ Greater transparency, regular updates on case progress, and

clear explanations for adjournments.
. Avoiding routine or mechanical handling of cases, especially

sensitive ones (e.g., under Section 498A IPC, Domestic
Violence Act).




. Strict accountability for any misconduct.
. Improved coordination and patient listening.
. Separate waiting areas for victims and witnesses,

Conduct proceedings in local language where possible.

. Politeness. respectful behavior. and supportive environment,

6. (a) Do you feel intimidated/scared at any point in the Court as a
victim or witness?

Responses: @
d Yes: 17.1%
i No: 82.9%

Maost respondents (82.9%) do not feel intimidated or scared in court.

(b) When and where and why?

. Intimidation was cited during cross-examination. aggressive
questioning, or due to unfamiliar environment. b
. Some felt intimidated by senior advocates or because of
pressure from the opposite party.
. Delays, repeated adjournments. and lack of seriousness also
contributed to negative feelings.
. Some respondents found the environment supportive and did </

not feel intimidated.

7. Who do you think can protect/help you in that critical time?
Responses:

¢ Prosecutor: 12.9%

. Judge: 14.3%

. Defence Lawyer: 7.9%

. Police: 12.1%




. Others (Government/Organization/Institution): 52.9%

More than half believe that other persons or institutions (besides

prosecutor. judge, defence, or police) are most helpful in critical
times.

8. Are you aware of Witness Protection Scheme under new law?
Has the Judge made you aware of that which includes right to
be protected, rehabilitation, compensation, etc.”

Responses:
™ . Yes: 19.3%
- No: 80.7%
A significant majority (80.7%) are not aware of the Witness
Protection Scheme or have not been made aware of it by the Judge.
9. What are the challenges that you are facing in the Court as a
[ victim or witness?
. Many respondents reported no major challenges.
. Common challenges include:
v Repeated and unnecessary adjournments
v Lack of seriousness and accountability by lawvers
i v Lack of communication and updates
v Emotional, mental, and financial hardships due to
delays
v Lack of separate waiting rooms for victims and
witnesses
i Pressure from police and opposite counsel
v Public shame and stress in recalling traumatic

incidents




v Lengthy trials and prolonged justice process
v Some reported supportive  and  cooperative
procecdings.
L0, Any other suggestion/feedback to make the Criminal Justice
System robust and victim/litigant friendly?

v Speedy and timely trial and disposal of cases,

v Simplified legal processes and better guidance/support for
victims.

v Greater accountability for delays and professional (o
misconduct.

v Separate waiting rooms and proper victim protection.

More awareness about legal rights and welfare schemes.

v Improved coordination between police. prosecution. and
courts.
v Friendly, respectful behavior by all stakeholders. <
v Periodic legal education and awareness programs,
v Ensuring that every case is concluded within a reasonable
timeframe.
v Some respondents are satisfied with the current system and
reported no suggestions. (&

Feedback on court proceedings indicates that most people view the
justice system positively. A large majority (86.4%) understand legal
processes.  060.4% feel heard by judges, and 693% find
Judges’communication clear. Over half believe judges and lawyers are
empathetic, and many do not feel intimidated in court. However, there are
notable issues, especially regarding awareness and support for victims—
80.7% are unaware of the Witness Protection Scheme, and many report

delays, adjournments, poor communication, and emotional siress.




Respondents suggest simplifving legal language. speeding up cases,
increasing judicial transparency, and ensuring institutional accountability.
Overall, while the system is accessible and respectful, it requires reforms to
improve efficiency, victim protection, and procedural sensitivity, making it

more effective and user-friendly.




Annexure [1

Victim Compensation Scheme, 2018
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Compensation Scheme for Women Victims/Survivors of

Sexual Assault/other C rimes - 2018

National Legal Services Authority
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e Commrbiee hebl rowsds ol mtectities anld 1 was déeded 1o Prepare @ separale

wenuial asspull

The Committee drafted Part - 110 e Victing Compensation Scheme and invired
sz b connteatts Trome varmas stk el bber o the diatl Tak g e cons bkt e
sigreestions vomments, the Commptes P Dindlieed the Clwmpensation Selheme fir women
Victlnswsorvivors of Sesual Assaulecother © rimes aod sulinited e saie bolune e
Fron hie Supresme Court o Todea on 24,04 2015

Sulrmm=stons were rusde Befone the o ble Bemeh amd odher stakeholders were alsi

lward om RS 2018 Addions]  spepetpnms recsivied dirmng the  beimng were also
theorpitated and final Scheme wan 7

ed before the o ble Supreme Count of Indin on
U OE 2018 O tlis dos, sllee lectrnge ST S o Dl Armiicus Curaee, Thom hle Bench was
pledsed tiv abvept s Scherme and directod afl the Sue Covemments UT Administrations 11
unpléanant the same o el respeitive States L%

Honble Sapiremie Coust ol i Cunthier obsersed that sohile notling sbiould be tuken
awak From thas Séheme, bt it does ot preciude the State Giovermmaents TIT Admimibstrations
Troant adadimg o the Scbneine

{Surmeder 5. Rathi)
Mhrector, NATS A

et o o “Sub- Selsere ™ watkin 1he wrrding Vit Comtnonsatanin Sehidnme T o of

e e
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e Chapter comtamed o thes part shall be called “Compensation Scheme for Waomen
MictimsSurvisers of Seaunl Assaultother Crimes™

INDEN

_Z\. M, € andents T e piia(w)

Shoot Thtbe wned Commacnioemient co e e
Definitioms ...

sl
N 2L

Woomen Y ictims Compensation Fuand "
F i bty For ComnpromssifiIii oo v i s tiassssn o beiss vessss s s s s riasss s e
Procedure for making application
the SLSA or NLSA . N N
Prace of fillng of applleatinm oo i 4
7o Kellefs that gy be awarded by
the state e Distedet Pegal Services Aathority
Factors to be considered while awanding com prosation ...
| 9. Procedure for grant of compenssfion ...
1 The soler to be placed on ecurd .

e

o

x

L1, Method of disbursensent of competsation ... : T
12, Interim pelief to the setim i i i s 8
L3 Rewovery of com pencatho awanded to the

vigtim or her dependent(sh.., X i o
. Brependoned comtifieule v o ssissssisssasimssssis s s sy K

LT L U PEP TR | |
Ta Dinnitatin
17 Appeal

1B, Hepenl 8 savilmy ... ooy ey s srrms eyt syt 4 S i
I 19 Schedule applicable toowomen sicting of Crms e e 1011

e —
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|
LSHORT TITLE AND COMNENCEMENT |

(17 This t'h.l.[ll-:r iy B called e Compensation Scheme for VWimen
YictimsSurvivors of Sexoal Assoultother rimcs. 2014

|
(2 leshall come mba foree an the date as aid when ordergd by Tondble Supirensd Coue of ]
faets, |
[
[
(3 Toshiall apply e the vietine wnid their dependem (s whio liave sillised Toss, igus, as |
thie e maay b as o resubl of the offence commitied and who reguite relabilinion |
2 DEFINITIONS
|
14 Tretlow Chapter, mifess the context oflensme reguimes: l
[ % ;
ta) Cede” means e Code ol Unnnnal Procedure, 1973 (20l 1974% 0F - Sanhitn” mcans
! Fhe Bhartiva Nagarik Suraksha Sanhitu, 202
ihy Dependent” inclodes hushand, Grber. mother, grandpareots, ummamed dasalaer and
it Chirldren of the wletin s determmed By e Stte | cpal Rervices il TN 3
Distpet Laegal Services Quthoriy en the basi ol B regioit ol the Sahe 3ns il i
Magmrate of the concerried area Smateon [l OF5eer Tu ehbagpalinng LM o ol i 1
haks ol mterial placed omrecand by thie dependants b o ol a0 3din o o o s e I
ENLY, !
|
) "Bivtrict Lepal Services Authordty ™ means the Distriv Patal Servived Auilmns |

(LS A eonsitted under soction @ of the Legal Sendeen Anforition Acr 1987 Act 14 u
ol PIRTY o o Pistrct ol the Nanonod Capatal Farrior of el

k) Form® means tonm appanded 1a e Seheine asapplicalle o s Ol & |
|

(0] Fund” mizan: Sune fmd 10 vicim cumpermaliom lund coarstnted indet e Sale

Yiegim Usmpensation Solene
1 “Central Fund® menns flinds recerved from OVOE Soheme 105 |
(i) “Wonien Vietim Compensation Fund”™  means o fund seoréeated tor dielies s ‘

Farr womman vidtiod, out oi Skite % st Compensation Fomd qod O emiead T ind | ' J
SR wie Srgare Uietim t.1|.u.l.'_r.\_'t.l.-..|.'l.- a e o senpitveate SRAE e ceniar ahea ! R it e

g pertianit o it lncmer fignd wilnih chall ocmbinien thae sy combyibiidedd weher TR

Sestnmne by AFALC GO comredhmingd from Vv Feftcaind Faemad capavirs fian Siails meevdved b e

o Teting g “eipnrerscabiean Fueed vl stedd bae awe i ved ¢ il Fows el Gyl e L

Choprerf

ihy Gaovernment® iems “Seate Chiventiment” whensver the Stite Vel © ORERR AT o
Scheme o e State Vit Corpensation Fimd 1o i comtest amd Comtrnd G isment
wherever Central Govenunam Vit Coimpensation Find Schetie s i contest S
reludes L7

NALSAS "Compensution Scheme forwomen Y ictims/suryivors of Sexoal Cssaliorher
Crimés -2018%




Il Haga

{1 ey means any harm catsed 1o body or mod of @ female.
) ‘Minor’ peans o geel child who Das not completed the age of 18 vean

(k) "OMenee” meare offence compittad asaiist winme puivishalile podes 1TC or IENS ar
any ot T

(" Pemal Code” mcans Indian Penal Code, 1860 (45 of 1960, a1 Nsava Sanlits means

Tehasediva Svave Sanhit, 2023

() ' Sehedule” means schedule appheable to s Clapter T'art of e schane

inystate Legal Services Authority™ means the State | egal Bervices Authoney {5154,
a delined in Section 6 ol the Legal Services Amlwritles Act, F9RT (39 1987)

ford Sexnul Assaolt Victhms means Female who las sullered mental or phivsical injury or
Botly g resill ol sexual oflence including Sectivnd 376 A0 o (1) 0r_Section 64 Ly
to ]} of the Bhotive N vava Saobita Section 354 00000 (1), or Sections 65, 66, 67
6Y, 69, 70, 71,7274, TS, TETT, TR of the Iiharriyva Nuvaya Sanhita Scobion S
IPC o Section 79 of the Bhortiva Nveve Sonhits,

ip) " Woman Victiny/ survivor of other erime’ means o woman who bas sulTeead plissical
or mental mjury 45 2 resull of amy ofTence memtioned m the atioched Schedule mebuding
Sections 304 [ or Section 80 BNS Scetion 3264 or Section 124 BNS Scoton U85
I or Section 85 BNS (in cose of phyeical mjury of the natare specified in e
suhicdule) mcluding the anemple sind abeimen,

(2) Words and exprossoms used in this Chispter asd nof defined Tero, shall Lave the same
g s assigned b them m the Code of Crminal Procedure 1973 or aod the Indhian Penal
Coade, 1860 or Bhartivie Napadk Suraksha Sanbita 2008 erfand the Rlurtive Nyava

Sunhit 2033
FOWONEN VICTIMS COMPENSATION FLND—

(1) Phate slall b Fund, mumely, the Women Vietims Compensation Fund Tromowlneh
thie sownt of conpensation. as decided by the State Legal Services Authory or Thatriet | egal
Soervives Aathority. shall be pakd o the wonion victim or her dependent(s) whe fave sullered
loss or wjury ws 4 zesull of an ollence and whe require relabilitition
(23 The “Wanen Victims L‘mupemnltm‘l Funad” shall comprise the |:|'|1|r-u|.||:_l‘ =

() Comnibunos recerved from CVOF Schemme, 2008

(b} Budgelary allocation in the shape of Gromts-ip-aid w SESA for which necessary

provision shnll be made ke Anmual Budget by the Guvenment

(o) e coml ot ordered by Covil Crimanal “Tribaerial to e deposited i s P

() Aot of comgrensition recovered from the wrang decraceused usder lise 14 ef
tha Selheme:

NALSAS "Compensation Scheme Tor women VictimsSurvivers of Sesual Assaultiother
€ rimex - 207187
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|
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4
(b Posutions contritwdions from [ntermintionn] Notional  Philoothropist ©haritably
Institistvann Chrgamzations  and . mdividuals permarsd b Suie or Cenral
Lav el
(7 Evabeekutions from vennpees ander U8R {Comonate Social H\.‘\'I1\|||\I|‘\||]|_‘|'|
15 [T s Fund shiadl beoperated by the State [eeal Services Anthormy (S1.54)

4 ELIGIMLITY FOR COMPENSATION

Wowerrtn sastem o her dependent (8] o the case may bl ahall b eligible T wrant of
ventipesabion feosn oluple schemes d|'r|'||i1.|ltl'|c Lo her, Thosever, the compatsalion received
B e 1 the other sehwemics with regard (o Seenon 35710 Crt O or 396 % sx shall be wilen
e swcotnt wWiile deciding the auanmum dn the soeh subacaguen application

FIPROCEDURE FOR MARING APPLICATION BEFORE THE 5180 OR 5

hlandatisry Weportmg of FIRs: - SHOSTDOP sholl mandatorily shane soil hand ciny ol FIR
mtitbecdiade by alter Ma registration with State Lepal Servives Aathority Thstr Ll Serviine
Auathgrty: sy vosrsmpssron of ollences coverad in thes Scheme wiieh llude Sectioes 3264
1595 1 A5A0T ATON o AT0E, B, 4984 or Sectlons 124, 74, 75, 76, TH. Scctioms 63 14

=ectlon T2 Sect bon M, 55 af the Bhortlyn Nyvava Sanhibta (mease nl'phf. aical inpnry coveral
s Sebedole )l socthat e 8T SAT S A con, tn desen NG CAses, i stoeqnat e
prelimatnry verification of fucls (or the purpose of grant of iterim contpers.ition

W application Toe the award of interiny il compensation eanbe fled by e Victim bnd e
her Diependents or the ST of the aron Before comverned SLEA or DLE A 10 shal] Be submsintod
nt barm CT dlong with o gopy of the Frest Information Bepors (18] or ermminad complume o
whtacly cognizies o ke by the Court and 11 avalable Medical Report, Theall Certitic

whivrover appheible copy ol fudpnient! recommendition of vourd {1 e 1l Boover
PFEACE OF FILINGOF AFPLICATHON

Fhee appdscatiom recommendition Ter campensation vain be moved ether helore the Stte Leead
Serveces Aulhoriy or the comcened District Lesal Savices Authoriby ar o s D (led (il
i pertal which sliall Be cremted e all State Legal Services \utherties The Secritany, of 1he
respectivie RS A shall decide the application eecammendatiom movéd Delone i ber ax it

Hie Huebiem

Explanntion: 10 case of acd attack victin 1he daciding authority shall be Criminal Injue
Compensation Hinrd a5 divected by Hon'ble Supreme Courtom Tason va Do of India
W CRML 12920406 onder duted LOAM20LS which includes L. Diarrict & Sessivns fodge,
Fh1 S Civil Suegeon OO ol the district

T HELIFFS THAT MAY BEAWARDED 0Y THE STATE O RIS TRICT LEG AL
SERVEOES ATTIHORITY.

L SLS A o DESA may award compensiulion il vicime or her deponds f the esieng e

spedifictd m the scheduled anached Beraio

NELEAE “Compensation Scheme forwemen VictimsSurvivors of Sexual Assaultiarhe
Crinpes - 20187




EFACTORS TOBE CONSIDERED WIILE AWARDING COMPENSATION

MWlile alewadiing i wratter. the Slate Legal Services Authorty Dhistrict Fapal Services Authority
ey Lithe aritis comispderation the |-41||1'||,|,|||H [aactionrs [¢|_-|'|'i|-|,¥ 10 1he ess or i“.i“r:'. stfFered by ie II
Vit
|| CE) adraviny ol the offunce and s erity o wiental ar physical i or erijuiry sffered By il lJ
Vit

120 Bspenditure ietired or Bkely o be fneumed mit the medicsl meatment for phnsecal

ambor amwital Teatth wmcluding cossselTing of e vieting, inerl, Travellmg durmg

F arestgation nuguins s triul (atlver than dict monev): |
!:' ;} 1) Loss o educational opportuiity as a conkeqience ol the offeee, neluding absence from
sebed ollege dus to mental e, badile myury. wedieal Lratangenat, (e et ng it dcor cam el

trual ol the ol Temve, or any olier reasoi: r

14 Lass of complosmoenl s o rewll of the olfince. including absenee frwm place of
eiploymwent due iy mental rama, bodily ijury, medical treatment, investig alion aul
| trial al the aflence. or any other remson;

2 The relatiemshop ol the victim w the offender, il v

(0] Whiether the abyse was o suiple podated incidence orwhether the ahuse ok plave inwer

I a et ol e I
'S ) |

CO W Bether victim hecame pregnan ox a reeultof the olfeiee. whietber sl Do Liv vl
Ml Ferminition of [*repnamey (MTTY give birth oo ehld. includine relabalitatiog

sl ol ety ol 1

=

Wihndhar thie vt -evmnirseted a sesunlly it desepe (ST 0 b il ol the

e

() AWhrether the vaetinn eont)meteld T :mmmlud.;licr.-u-_-_-. wrris (RN Y g povuli of 1he

1 ittence: |
ﬁ CTE o sl sl Tered by e victio us i restlt al the ollenve

| CHEY Futancinl condiion of the victem agaist wheom the affence has been conniled ) as

I bkt her pesd lor rehabelitition b re-itegration mecds of the veetnm I

CEZ i o doanh, e age ol deceased, ber Aran iy income, mamber of dependents, it
expectancy future promationsl growth prospecty elc.

P L) e anv other actor which tlie L85 A DLEA e corsider JUst and suificient |l

|I| MALSATS “Com pensation Scheime for women Yictimgs urvivers af Sesual Assoultfothir
Clrimiies 200 47
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OOFROCEDLRE FOR GRANT OF COMPENSATION

1y Wiherever. a revommicadatlom s made by e court fur compenisation ule aibsoc b

C20 e or £ ol Section 3374 of the Code, or {subsections (3% andior (44 of Scetion 396

O e NS o dppletios beomade by any Vietinn or Der depemdeini{=]. under sub-
stk b ol Sevton META ol the Code, or undy

surakeha Sanhit o the State Depal Serviess Authority: or Distrct, Togal Serviees
Luthataty. tor anporin commpemalion b =hall prnias facte substy sl gl componsainn
peedls e pdentis ol e victn A regands e final compensation, 1 il @ xomine ghe
it il cerity e contents of the cluim with respect 1o the lossfinjury sud eehubiliation
et e ot resull ol e enme and ey dlse opll for sy other nelevant infsmniion

precyssary fir dheiding fhe el

Procided thut m deserving st ariad inall acid attach cases. b amy aller pommiisdiogn
ol the ollenee, Scerctry. SES% o1 Secretury, DLSA may suo gote o afler prefimiiae
verification of the ficts provesd 1o prasl jrierim reliel as muy be required e fhe

LT (] A EARTTLTUEN ||| L'-\.ll\.'h WalRD

2§ Tha soguiie g coptemplated updar sub-section (51 ol Section FETA o the Code. aor

sectinn 306 of e Surakshy Sanlits il be completed expedmousty ol the pernsd i
e case Mall esccsil Bevend sy duys frem the neecipl of the elsimypatition o
r .,'\_'-"'I'HII'.L'le.II iy

P ] i e eases of ged attack an ameunt of Ba: One lakh shall be putd 1 1he Gictiam
within 15 dass of the matter being hrought o the nolice of DLSA The vrder granting inlerm
compeerisation slatl he passed By TESA within 7 days of the nwfier haing lirai
sittice arnd thie %184 <hall pay the compensation within B days of passing of

1 (LR PR LS

thie inechei
Flierealter, an ameout of By 2 1akhs shall he paid o the victmt as expeihitiously s possibl
winl possitan el woithin e imontlecol e fiod paymem®
[rvsadod Turther Uiat tee vidt man also be paid such further amiint as s adamssible ks
Bl e Digand
(1 Afer coimsideraian of the matter. fhe S1EEA or DLSAL as the cane iy he, apam i
caticlactionn, shall decide the quamum of compensation e be mwarded 1o the sactim o i
deprenibantis b ek wag account Tre Guetorenmaribed i Cluse ¥ ulMthe Scheme. axp
sy leedinle sppemdid o this cliapter Howevar, m deserying ases, lor fueons 1o b rocarided
th aaprpaet Dipbt andas b e sedud

Mlureover i s the vietin is o, (e Hinit ol compensation shull be dedmed 1o be
Sii Bigher than the anwint mentioned in the Sehedule appended 1o this chapres

= Irnmig o
Nerlwmirald 1
EHER IR

diad ditincic ave @l shibad 0 askatbaral vompesatiee of fix | e gmder Pranse 4 Liedar s
F Eratbed vde st rmfan oo 030 S 2SSOSR Sl NI ckebudd 9T 1 0T 5

Dritemes ot o ad Aried gva wabsis sariited pe o il speciad el isisigince e i Tew J Do wiliee shedil?

1 v ol e Haye compaazamon ol b e vegecivd K LT dip fvimey ool il
i ot radian amd Gridlien 12008 an T0] 39 N re 200 4B L VIR Gl

ratm ¥
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Fl B

(A Ehe SLEA DESA iy <all for any record or take  assistance  from iy
Aatherity Estahlishmenl Indisidual  Police'Court concemel  of expert for smath
tmpdirataitien ol the Sehermne

C3) v tralappel e coun gives Nindings that the erninal comiplaint and e wlleeation
were fle. then Lepal  Seryvices Authorny may imbae proceadings for recovery of
cenperrsitnit 11 ank, gramted mopar o full under thes Scheme, betore the Trinl Coun for

s povavry el e a P

HECTHE ORIER TO BE PLACED ON RECORD—

ﬂ Copy o the order of interim or fial comipensation passed mndar this Sehieme sl be plicad
vl Pecyrd of The imal Cond so o o enable the mal Courd o [usss i appropriate order of
cotnperi=atin widet Section 387 ul e Code or Sedtion 396 of the Surabosha Sunbiis, 4
e cops of the ordar shall be provided to the [0 in case the malter is pending
iavestraziom i alwo b the vectim Udprendent o the case min e

P AMETIO OF THSBURSEMENT OF COMPENSATION

) The amount of comipenstion so awarded shall be disbussed b (e S184 e diprositing
the sawae s Bank i the joun or smgle name of the victimedependent (6] In case the victim

ﬂ dises tl have iy hank aceoun, tie DLSA concern would Cseilitale opemmnz of a bank
ackonnd i e s ol e victim s in case e viclin is o mimor alorg with o weardi
OF s e is s child cane wstituton, the bank accomnt shall be epened wirl the
Superntieindent of the bestitation s Guardian, Howeser, in caxe the viclim 15 a fordign
dativntl e d refuges, the dompensation ean be dishursed b way of cash cords,

bstart vmnn it shialh be disburmmesd i full However, as far s e fiald compemsation amount
1 comeerrtod. TEN ndveny Fve perdent) of the same shall be ot i fived depisit Gor a
e perusd of thiee vear and the rémaimme 25% [hwenty five peroent) €hall b
available G s liatam and sl eypenees by the victimrdependent(s), & (he case may he

I ! (27 In the case of 2 winor, ®0% of e gmount of comprensalion so awarded, shall he
deposited m ot Fixed deposit account and shal] be drawn wily o attainmeent of the age of
nugorty bl pol helore theee vaars of the deposn

Peovided that in exvepiomal coses, amowts may be withdrawn For sducational of medical
af wilhler pressinig and rgent needs of the heneficiary at the discretion of e 5158 TIESA

4] The interest on the sum, of b m FIIR form. shiall be credied drreetly Iy the bank in
the savings account ol the victmdependent{s), on nmthly basis which can be withdrawn
by the bemeficiir

MALSAS "Com pensation Scheme forwomen Victims/Survivers of Ses ool Assaultiother

Crdmes -2018"
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12 INTERIM RELIEF TOTHE VICTIM |

Thar State Lozl Servween Suthonty an Phstet Degal Services Ailhwerity, o e wmses s

I 1y aerher Foe jodasserdiare fiesi-nid tanbaes or sveddscial heme s b e miade avilahle ree

ol cost arans otber sterpn relid Denclsing aprerrm o mongtary compensabion) as deemed
AL b Allavaata e splTerme of e ssctonhon the cortibicate of o palwe alliedr, m
Bl the vank ol the alficer-in=chiarge S 1he palice wlolion, of a "|J||r__'||5l:1r.'|h" ol the aredi |

comemed o o b applicamon o e swem depamSents or st miola

Prisvded (har as sisen i the ppplidatan Bae comgpermation 1 recorved by the SLEA LS
asaerod s R« it e it s ougs lo Ws TOLIERE « whall be nnnediate by disbamsed |
to e vt thimueh peelosded wash vord from o Natronalined Hank by the Seeretary, LS A u
or Menther Secretanc 515N

Provvaded that the mtermm eelved so srmed shall mon be Tess tham 23 per cen of the maxeem
CARDCTIEATIOT arsbitbdy as per sobedule apphcable te thns Chapter, wineh shall be pad 1o

. )
ths swtinhe nir ftd s

Privvhded tuniber that i coses of acid attach o s of B, Che Tiklsinall he paid tathe sadtim
wathoi B8 davs of thie mitter bemig brawoht o the natice of TS ADES A The vrde granting
perterie conpessdbien =l e resed b the ST AVTILS A w7 dass of the statter being
heowiishy tos 24 tree aned the SES A <ball pay the coimpensation within 8 davs il passing of
rder. Therenfiet o add ticonlsin o B 2 1akhe shal] be onsarded and paod 40 e vactine ay

expediaensly avposable and posifieely sothon fwa months I‘I u

T3, HECOWERY OF COMPENSOTION V0 AR 70 THE VICTIM R ITER
DEPENDENTS)

|
Sulrject 1o the proveions o sulbsection Lh ol Seation 3570 of the Code, or sub-section (3} I
ol Sectinn 196 of il

ey s talute procecdmgs B

ksl Sanbita the Stde Depal Sevices Wthoria i proper s,

eefe e waniphetenl vt ol s Tisr powaovery o e ST SR LT

pramited 1o the victmy oc her dopoodanl(as } feomn poesongs Frexpsapsihle Tor causing loss oF fgury
aa vesull ol the wrime comniited by Do Dze

The ansent; so recovered, shatd be deprsated m Wonnan Victim Compensation Fumd w
14 BEPENDENCY CERTIFICATE

e awsthvoraly empinversd tooskie e dipedeney combeste shall msue the same within a

peraod ol Tifleen divs sl e o case, s periid whiall be extended

Py sdod vhat the S L5005 mcase of mon=resoanes |'||'1}cp|.‘|||.|r|1u W Cort bt afler AP
ol TR dava, aoan peentend o) B basis of an affidavie o be abiamed from the olansant.

NALSAs "Compensation Scheud for st ViciimesSuevivers of Sesual Assinltfnthe v
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IS0 MINOGRAICTIMS -

Pt in caase the vactum i am orpluned e withaot oy paren) o legal giacdiin e anmediate
relrel oF e internm conmpensation shall be dishursed to the Hank Sccount of the child, apened
uider the guardiansliop of the Supenintendent, Child Care sttt pas whieee the child is lodged
or 1 absence ercof. DDCFSNL w6 thie case nuy be

16, LIMITATION.

Uinder the Schenne, mo claim made byithe victim or her depondentiv). onder sabesection (4) of
ety AT of the Code. or sub-section {43 of Soctian 396 of the ksl Sunhita. shall
beenteninned wlier o penod o 3 oveurs Trome the diste of scvnrmenee of the olfenee of

conclusion of the tral

Howwever. i deserving coses, on an applicanon made m this resand. for reasons o be reconded.
the debay bevornd three vears can he condoned by the S5 A DS A

17, APPEAL:

In case The vichim ar her l.lc]llcndn:m-\ are ol sesbied wil the quantian ol empensabion
awnrded by the Secretary, 135 A, they can ke appeal within 30 dass from the date of receipt
of order belore the Chiagperson, INSA

Provided that, delay wn [lig appeal moy be condoned by the Appellate Sathoriy, for reasons
i b recoreed, in descrving coses, on an application made (9 s regand

IR REPEAL & SAVINGS-

1) I case thes Chagter wosilent on ooy ssee pertmmmz 1o Y et Compensation B Wonmen,
e provtisions of Victing Cotpansation Schewie of the Seate wonld be apphcahle,

(23 Maathing 1 thas Scheane <1l prevent Vietmes or thetr depesdents Toom srstitoling uny Caivil H
Suif or Clakmy aggsinsd the porpatritor of offance or ang ather person adsreatly responsible iy

he <ame

Explanation: 1 s clarified thar this Chagter daoes nol agply te npmor victimes wnder POCSO
Act, 2082 i so for as therr compensation ssuees are o be dealt with only by the Ed, Spevial
Coorts tonder Section 33 (8] oF POCSO) et 22 and Bules (7)ol the POCSO Rules, 2012
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SCHEDULE APPLICARDE TO WOMEN VICTIN OF CRRIMES
= Nu Particubars uf Toc o Mtk | dman of Lipper )it of
fijuary Fomipaisation | sk e lat bk
1 Lus ol Lati By 5 Lakh [s. 140 Lakh
@ Cang Bape Ra. % Lakh [ R 10 1akn R
Fapi T R aakm [T T L
E] Unnatneal Secual Asaaull | K, 41 akh i'm Tiakh |
s Tows o any Lavh pepartal | s 2 Takh s ¥ 1okl
hody  resulting o W' )
penmanenl  disabilin o | u
abwve |
i [ ows ol any Lembooe part o | He. 2 | akh [Ea. 4 Fakh
oy rosadtinge in 408 anil
bulow  #Me  pormanent l
desabi i s
! Loss ol Ay Timb or part of | K, 1 [akh B T
body. resslting m alwne
0% aml below 00,
permanzat drabibity
B L af amy Tiab or part of | Ha | Takh = :_|\£~- T Eakdy
by rsulting mo beelow u
M permanent diatalits
W Grievous  plikical mpary | B 1 1akh s 2 Lakly
of  any mental  njure
Feguiring relabiliation |
A (L. ol Todes = [ R 2TakR & 5 [akh
Miscaniaee os 2 rosall ol
Asmanltor fws oF furnehits
1115 I wabe wlb pregromey on He.® lakbh Ha, 4 Lakh I 2
Feeounl of rapg 'HI'
] Yielim of Buming
£ Im ave ol dislizurament a7 Lakh B B akh
ol case
L In case of more fhan 8. | Bao 9 Lakh ~ Hs, R iakh
el I caseal nijiny boss tan | ¥ 3 Takh Hu. Tlakh
= Ay
d bt case of [ than 209 | Te S 1k e 3 0akh =
1= Vetimn of el Attagh-
a Incane ol Esfipmeneni He 7 Ll R, 8 Lokl
ol [,
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b, In case ul ingury more Fa. 5 Lakh T TR B Lakh IJ
than Sitty
& In case ol impmy less than | Rao 3 Fakh Fa 3 Lakl
any, -
u Incaneof myury Jess than [ Bs 3 Lakh [Hx 4 Lds
| Ary
Pootes I a woeman vivlim of séxual saaultacid abtack & eoveraid wnder e e mone categuey of e N

schedule, she shall b entitled to be considorad for oombsined value pf the SO Eaatn
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FORM -1

APPLICATION FORTHE AWARDOF COMPENSATION L NDER
CONPENSATION SCTIFAE VEaH WORES VBT ISRV T Ol O F =N 8
ASSAULTAOTHER CRIMES, 208 FOU INTERINGFINAL RELIEF FORWOMEN

1 Moare o Uhe prplicant N petunis f o ber |
Thependentis |

i Age of the Victinals ) or har Depondentis) I h

3 {a} Fotler's Naiwe

{3} Alother s Nane

[e] Spomise™s Mame

+ ;'LL‘LIih.'.‘G.‘- ot the YVartmmis) o |':.:r_1I:..-.-| .L"'i';'-_
X Ttz aml time of the lwidien 1
f Whether FTIE has bovn bedped? | '
=4 Wihether medical examation s beers dose? 1| - |
ver, enslose Medieal Reporn Death Cemficane |
P AL Report | |

: % Stuteas of trial, i pending. I over. cowdioee copy ol
paclrrvent ancd order on sentence.

Y [Eas the applicant bean avearded o compamatnm
[ bl trvial covert oF amv ather Chavd, ageres 115 ves
[ give detidils

14 [ Giive datails of Tinncial expenditure: s inevmed i
11 Have you mstituted ans vl st clanmsganmg F |

| | the perpetratar o olfence 1 ves sivie dedaly
Signature of the Vet Dependent |
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