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Communicate the copy of Hon'ble High Court's Circular in 

ROC.No.115/JUDU2026, Dt.21.07.2026, to all the Judicial Officers on the Criminal 

Side are directed to follow the Rul-66 of Andhra Pradesh Criminal Rules of 

Practice and Circular Orders, 1990 which prescribe the manner in which witnesses 

shall be referred to and it reads as follows 

"66. How Witness Shall Be Referred To :-

Witnesses shall be referred by their names or ranks as 
P.Ws., or D.Ws., and If the witnesses are not examined, but
cited In the charge-sheet, they should be referred by their
names and not by numbers allotted to them In the charge
sheet."

In view of the above, the high court hereby directs :-

1. That all the criminal courts shall ensure that the
witnesses be referred to, In Judgments or proceedings,
by their names or ranks as P.WS. or d.ws. After they
are explained the court.

2. And that If the witnesses are not examined, but cited In
the charge sheet, they should be referred to by their
name and not by numbers allotted to them In the charge
sheet.

All the Judicial Officers of the Criminal Courts shall follow the Circular 

instructions of the Hon'ble High Court meticulously and comply with the Rule-66 

of Andhra Pradesh Criminal rules of Practice and Circular Orders, 1990 in all 
judgments and proceedings on criminal side. -----==:==s r h C-><\ • � l\o.if-----

Copy to :-

P�. DISTRICT JUDGE, 
rWW .G., ELURU. 

1. All the Judicial Officers in the Unit of West Godavari.
2. The Chairman, PLAPUS, Eluru.
3. The Secretary, DLSA, Eluru.
4. The Senior Superintendents / Superintendents, Accounts Section, Central

Nazarath, OP-Cell, P.Tr Section, Copyist Section, Central Record Room of
the Principal District Court, Eluru.

5. The In-charge System Officer (a-Courts project), Principal District Court, Eluru,
with a direction to place the same in the Principal District Court's website
and send e-malla to all the Officers concerned.
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CIRCULAR 

R_ ") jo 1 It has come to the notice of the High Court that some of the Judicial
�cers in _the District Judiciary, working on criminal side are referring to

� witnesses, who are already examined by _prosecution!.. in their jud9ments and
ottter proceedings, by their rank (as list of Witnesses/L.Ws.) shown in the
charge sheet instead of referring them as prosecution witnesses (P.W.s) or
defence witness (O.W.s.) which is contrary to Rule 66 of Andhra Pradesh
Criminal Rules of Practice and Circular Orders, 1990 as well as the circular
vide ROC No.692/SO/77, dated 08.07.1977 .

. Despite the mandate of Rule 66 of Andhra Pradesh Criminal Rules of
Practice and Circular Orders, 1990 and ciear directions of ROC No.692/5O/77,
dated 08.07.1977, Judicial Officers on the criminal side are still incorrectly
referring to witnesses as L.W.s. as arrayed in the charge sheet.

In this regard attention of all Judicial Officers is invited to Rule 66 of
Andhra Prudesh Criminal Rules of Practice and Circular Orders, 1990 which
prescribe the manner in which witnesses shall be referred to and it reads as
follows:

"68. Hew Witness aha/I be Refen'ed to:-

Wltnesses shall be rfflemxl by their names or ranks as P. W.s .. or 
D. Ws., and ff the witnesses are not examined, but cited in the ch•�
shfft, they ah.ould be refemxl by their names and not by numbers
allotted to them In the charge-sheet."

In view of the above, the High Court hereby directs:

1. That all the Criminal Courts shall ensure that the witnesses be
refe"ed to, In judgments or proceedings, by their names or
ranks as P.Ws. or D.Ws. after they are examined before the
Court. 



To: 

2. And that If the witnesses are not examined, but cited In the
charge sheet, they should be referred to by their name and not
by numbers allotted to them in the charge sheet.

All the Judicial Officers of the Criminal Courts shall follow the instructions 

meticulously and comply with the Rule 66 of Andhra Pradesh Criminal rules 

of Practice and Circular Orders, 1990 in all judgments and proceedings on 

criminal side. 

The Principal District Judges shall communicate this cire;ular to all the 

Judicial Officers working in their Units and _ensure compliance. 

Any infraction in this regard shall be viewed seriously. 
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1) The Principal Private Secretary to Hon'ble the Chief Justice, with a request to place
the circ·Jlar before Her Lordships for kind perusal
2) The Personal Secretary to Hon'ble Judges, with a request to place the circular
before their Lordships for kind perusal
3) The Director, AP Judicial Academy, Kaja, Mangalagiri.
4) All the Principal District Judges, with a request to circulate among the J�dicial
Officers in the Unit.
5) All the Section Officers
6) All the Controlling Officers
7} All the Joint Registrars
8) All the Registrars
9) The Section Officer, Special Officer Section. (For file)


