: DT.22-11-2024,

Communicated the copy of the Hon'ble High Court's letter in
ROC.No.558/50/2024, Dt.21.11.2024 along with copy of letter Dt.12.11.2024 of the

Joint Secretary to the Government of India, Department of Justice, Ministry of Law

and Justice, New Delhi, along with Advisory on the Hon'ble Supreme Court's

direction of Magistrates to prevent Child Marriages, for information and
compliance of the directions issued therein,

PRL. DI JuU .
W.G., ELURU.
Copy to :-

All the Judicial Officers in the Unit of West Godavari.

The Secretary, DLSA, Eluru.

The Chairman, PLAPUS, Eluru.

The Special Magistrate, Tanuku.

The Official Receiver, Eluru.

The Superintendent, Accounts Section, Central Nazarath, OP-Cell, P.Tr Saction,
Copyist Section, Central Record Room of the Principal District Court, Eluru.

The In-charge System Officer (e-Courts project), Frincipal District Court, Eluru,

with a direction to place the same in the Principal District Court's website and
send e-mails to all the Officers.
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Dr. Y. LAKSHMANA RAO

AMARAV
REGISTRAR GENERAL -

(Off):0863 2372613
(Telefax).0863 2372631

* Dated.” ] .11.2024

To

All the Principal District Judges
in Andhra Pradesh.

Sir, s,
Sub: High Court of Andhr;i“mad:h = Fatér t:lt 12.11.2024 of the
Joint Secretary to the Government nf India, Department of

,bﬁllg:“:r Justice, Ministry of Law and Justice, New Delhi — Advisory on
N B Hon'ble Supreme Court's directions for Magistrates to prevent
.-Ira:"l. Child Marriages - Forwarded - Reg.

Ref: Letter dt:12.11.2024 of the Joint Secretary to the Government

of India, Department of Justice, Ministry of Law and Justice,
New Delhi.

Adverting to the subject and reference cited, as directed, | am to forward
herewith copy of letter dt:12.11.2024 of the Joint Secretary to the Government of
India, Department of Justice, Ministry of Law and Justice, New Delhi, along with
the Advisory on Hon'ble Supreme Court's directions for Magistrates to prevent
Child Marriages and request you to cause circulation of the same among all the
Judicial Magistrates working in your respective Districts, for compliance.

Further, I also request you to communicate the same to all the Judicial
Officers in your Unit and to the Presiding Officers of Labour Courts/Tribunals in
the District working under the contral of the High Court, for information and
compliance of the directions issued therein,

QN Yours smcaraly /_4/
o=

o L \ 3‘-—1!‘ .|.1| '-" &

phrg R GISTFMH GEHEHAL

Encl: As stated.
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Cear Chief Secrelary! Administrator e ARl

| would like to draw your altention to the judgement daled 16 Oclober, 2024 {copy enclosed)
of the Hon'ble Supreme Court of India in Writ Petion (C) No. 1234 of 2017 Itled *Soclety for
E_nil.uhlzhment lnd_\-l'nlunlar:.r Acticn & Are. Vs Unien of Indsa & Ors” wherein pelitioners had sought
directions for effectve implamandation of "The Prohibition of Child Marnage Act, 2008 (PCMAY',

2, The Han'ble Cowrt while passing the directions in the sald petition noted that PCMA a3 a social
legislation will sueceed anly through the collective eMorts of all the stakeholders to address tha issue
within a broader socal lramework which emphasizes the need for mulli-sectoral coordination.
Therefare, it necessdales ihe enhancament of reporting mechanisms, expansion of public awaraness
campaigns, and investment In tha training and capacily-building of law enforcement officars and
related actars. |t is also crucial to regularty maonitor the implamentation of the Act, conduct evaluations
to identify gaps and eslablish feadback mechamams to continually refine and improve responses to
child mamage, A copy of the aclion points in the judgment along with the respensibia’compatant
autmonbes o lake action on those ponts @S attached as Annexwre.

a. The Minisiry of Women and Child Develapmeani will shorly hald consulfalions walh all the
Cenlral line Minisiries and States /UTs to ideale on the way lorward. Theralore, you may kindly
consdar this 8s an advance information o prepare a sirategy and Aclion plan in respact of your
respeclive States/ UTs, fof reducing the incidance of Child Marfiages so thal we may collactivaly
ensure the well-being, survival and halistic develepment of all girs in our country to enabie them to
contribute 1o nation buikding in an effective way

4. |, therefore, request you to kindly issue necessary dwactions to all the officials concarned far
implementation and compliance of the orde s of the Hon'ble Supreme Cour in katter and spirl, | also
raques! thal feedback on the way forward may kindly be provided to this Minisby by 18.11.2024 at

amail id woman- welfare1{@ gov.in under the Subjec! heading “Feedback on Way Forward for Bal
Vivah Mukt Bharat Initiative,"”

With Regards

Yours sincerely,

Enrl: As above. Sdi-
(And Malik)

Chiel Secrelaries! Administrators of all States/ UTs.
Copy Lo
Addl. Cheef Secrelany!Principal Secratary/ Secretary, Women and Child Development/ Social Welfara
Dapartment of all Slates! UTs. i

(Anil Malik)
Copy for similar action Lo:
1. Secretanesto Government of India of Ministry/ Department of (i} School Education and Literacy,
{ii} Higher Education, (i) Home Affairs, fiv] Justice, {v) Panchayati Raj, (vi} Rural Development,
(vil] Health and Farnily Welfare, (viii) Social Justice and Empowermant, (ix) Empawerment of
T — Pamsons Wik DisabBilies, (&) Trbal Alairs, (xi) Miforly Alaics, (i) Skl DEvelapment and

Entrepraneurship. )
2. The Member Secrefary, NALSA
3. Tha Mamber Secralary, NCPCR.
R B » e Malik)

Room Mo. 601 “A Wing, Shasiri Bhawan. Or. Rajandra Prasad Aoad, New Dethi-110 001
| Walisite . il iwww. wed, nic.in
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Ciovernment of Indi
Mimistry of Law & Justice

Department of Jusbee
% *

Jatsalmer House, 26 Mansingh Rog),
Mew Delhi-1100] 1.,
Dae: 12 November, 2024

To,
Begistrars General of High Courts

(As per list atached )

ﬁllhjm:t: ..'il:l'.'iﬁ.ﬂr&' on Hon'ble -‘ll'“l'l'l"l.-'“t';' Conrt's Divections for Mugiﬂnlfl'.'-i to Prevend

Child Marringm

Madam/Sir,

This is with reference 1o the Ministry of Women and Child Development {M/o, WCTI)
letter dated 5.11.2024 (copy enclosed), with regard to the Hon'ble Supreme Court’s judgment
in Writ Petition (C No. 1234 af 2017, Socien for Enfightenment and Voluntary Action & Ao
s Clndenr af Jrnedio & s, The judgment emphasizes the importance of judicial measures in
girenpthening the enforcement of The Prolibition of Child Merviagee Act, 2006 (PO,

2 This Department is issuing this advisory 1o the High Courts w0 facilitae the

implementation of two key judicial actions outlined by the Supreme Court, a3 given below:

[, Swn Motu Injunctions by Magistrates: Mngiﬁlrui.l.:s Are f:m:uumb',n::d fer 1ssue S Motu
injunctions to prevent the solemnization of child marmiages. Particular Tocus should be
on dates reparded as “auspicious days’ for mass weddings, us these are commonly

nssocioted with a heightened nisk of child marriages.

Judicial Action for Child Protection: Magistrates are advised to actively use their

I,
judicial authority to prevent child marricges and ensure the protection of miners in
accardance with the provisions of the PCMA,
3. It is requested to circulate this advisory to all concemed Magistrates within your
jurisdiction, reinforcing the importance of vigilance and judicial intervention in preventing
"""" Court has underlined the judiciay's cssential role m

“child marriages. The Supreme sent
safeguarding children, and itis crucial that these directives be implemented eflzctively.

4 Your prompt attention and cooperation in this critical matter will be highly apprecimed.

Yours sincerely,
i

ﬁﬁﬁm_;t_\ ¥ __:'_'_,._III:I:I\T.
(P, P Pandey)

Joint Secretary 10 the Government of India



IS.NO, iﬁl:ﬁun Point

imited to, any difficulty relating to social
racization for prevenling child marriages
he Unil shall acl as a forum of sharing besy
raclices, inviting trained professionals 1ol
Ispense knowledge and collactivise and redress|
rievances.
B. Judiclal Measures
1. Empowaring Magistrates to Take Suo Moto Action and Issue Preventive
Injunctions
1.1 ragistrataa to issue suo molu injunctions todDepariment of Justice may
revent the solemnization of child marriagas.  Jissue necessary advisory
agistrates to particularly focus on ‘auspiciousilo all States/ UTs.
ays’ known for mass weddings--- and use thei
udicial powers 1o halt such marriages an
nsure child prolection
2, Exploration of Special Fast-Track Courts for Child Marriage Cases
2.1 E’Ne Union Government, in coordination with
St

Responsibility

ate Governments, to assess the feasibility of

stablishing special fast-track courts exclusivelylDepariment of  Justice

to handle cases under the PCMA, may take necessary

These courts will expedite case proceedings |action in consultation with

thereby preventing prolonged delays that ofter{State/ UTs

bead to additional harm for the affected children;

land

2.2 A stalus report on establishment resource
E!rmtiun and potential effecliveness of thes

asl track courts shall be submitied to the
upreme Court within a year.

3. Mandatory Action Against Neglectful Public Servants.
3.1 [Sirict disciplinary and legal action be taken|[State Governments and
against any public servant found to be inlUT Administration
deliberate neglect of duty concerning child
marriage cases within their jurisdiction.
. Community Invelvement
. Annual Action Plans and Community-Centric Capacity Building
1.1. |[Each State and UTs is directed to develop anState Governments and
nnual Action Plan to prevent child marriages [UT Administration
incorporating Key Performance Indicators (KPis
hat reflect local cultural and social contexts. Thi
plan should include measurable goals tailored |
address  community-specific  beliefs an
practices related {o child marriage:

1.2. |States and UTs shall incorporate reguladSiale Governments and
rientation programs, seminars, and workshops/UT Administration
n their annual schedules aimed at building th
pacity of all stakeholders. These initiative
should target CMPOs, Gram Panchayat o

Page 3 of 11



