
HIGH COURT OF HIMACHAL PRADESHAT SHIMLA.171OO1
Dated:18

. NOTIFICATION

VIDEO CONFERENCING RULES

Otrject and Reaaons

\,Vhereas, the BNSS under section 54, 63, 64, 70,71,9a, t54,183,
187, t93, 209, 227, 230, 231,25L,254,262,265,266,308, 310, 316, 336,

355,356,392, and 530 recognizes use of audio-video electronic means

and other forms of electronic communication Ior different proceedings.

\{hereas, Section 530 of the Bharatiya Nagarik Surbksha Sanhita,

2023 (BNSS) provides that a1I trials, inquiries aqd proceedings undei this

Sanhita, including examinatiqn of complainant ard vritnesses, recording of
evidence in inquiries and ei91s and all appellate proceedings or anJ other

proceeding, may be hbld in electronic mode, by use of electonic
comnruniiation or use cif audio-vided electronic means.

I

Where"s there is no restriftion on civil couns in using video

conferenchg facilities in conducting trial.

Whereas, the District Judiciary in tlimachal Pradesh has been

using-video conferencing faqilities for conducting inquiries and hials ir
civil as well as criminal proceedings.

E.L/
o ^/ ^ . In exercise -of the powers conferred by Article 227 of the

Keale-f /- Constitution of India, and all other enabling secrions of the Bharatiya

Ot A t t tr h,,l /j^"7,.Nagarik Sura}.sha Sanhiu. 2023 (No. +O of z"OZ:), aurlo-vide: 
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Sessio ns

Dated

Djs tt. M

No,-,S9{

:

No. HHCiRuleYVC,Dist-Jud./2025

Whereas, in order to avoid delay in judicial proceeding due to nqn-
availability of pa:ties, advocates, witnesses and accused phydcally, it is
e.rpe+eEt tg formalize and enable use of electronic communication and

other audio:video electronic means for the purpose of condrcdng trial,
inqufy and proceeding under the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita,

2023 (No. 46 of 2023).



CIIAPTEFI- I

.. 
PRELINiINARY

\
- Short title, Application and Commencerirent. -

These Rules shall be called "The District Coufts of Himachal
Pradesh for the Use of Elecronic Communicadon and Audio-
Video Elecuonic Means Rules. 2025".

2. Definitions-

(2) They shall apply to the district couts of Hiqachal Pradesh, and
to all judicial, departinental and inediation proceedings .in
pending cases.

Tbey shall come into force from the dati of t]reir pub
Official Gazette-

|icatio+ 
in the

G)

(h).,-

(a)

(';

(c)

"Advocate" means and include a-n advocate entered in any rolJ
maintained under the provisions of the Advocates Act, 1961 and
sball for the purpot" of rhese rules, include prosecuting officers
ald golemnient pieaders;
''Advocate's'remote point" rneans aplace from *here an advocate
or advoc€tes may appear through a live link and shall include ,

advocate's cha:nber or office or a place norified by tre Bar tor
video conJerencing:.
"Commissioner" means a peEon appointed as commissjoner under
the provisions of the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita. 2023 (46
of 2023) or any otLer law for the time being iri forcei 

_

"Coordilator" me;rns a person .nominated as coordinator under
Rule 5; .

''Court" includes a physical coun and d yirtual coun or a tribunal.
"Court point" means (he courtroom or the place where tbe coun is
physically convened, or the place where a cornmissioner or aur

inquiry officer holds proceedin^gs pursuanl to the direcdons of the
court;
'Court room" means the place or room or enclosed space in
which rourt proceedings are held;
"Designated Place" means any one or more placed specified

where *re facilities are made available lor use of electronic
. commuiication or use of audio-video elestronic means with courts
points and shitll indrde Y.ulnerable 'Wim€ss Deposition- Centre
from where evidence of such titresses may be recorded;
"Dsignated Video Gonferencing Softwire" mears a software
approved by the High Coun for the use o[ video conferencirg or
otler audio-video electronic commulicadon;

*
$i-

1.

(1)

(1) In $ese Rules, urless the context otherwise requires, -



6)
(k)

(1)

(m)

(n)

(i) a persbn who is to be exanrined as a witoiess,-coxrplainant or
otherwise: or

(ii) person il whose presence certain 'proceedings are to be
recorded or tonducted induding an accused or

(iij) an atlvocate or a party in person; or

(iv) any person including victim who is required to make
submiSsions before the Coun; or

(v) any other person who.is permitted by: the Court to appear
through video conlerencing or other modes of audio visual
electronic communication;

(2) The words antl phrases used but not defined herein shall bear the

same meanirig as assigned to them in the concemed High Court
Rules; Bharatiya Naga5ik Sulaksha Sanhita, 2023 (BNSS);
Bharatiya Sakshya Adhinfyam, .2023 (BSA), In{ormation
Technology Act, 2000 (IT Act) and the General Clauses Act,.1897.

(o) "Ruls".shail rnean these rules ald any reference to a mle or sub-
mle shaU he a reference to a mle or sub-nrle of these nrles;

3. C onstruction of rtferences.-

(1) Unle3s the c6ntext otherwise re6uires, any reference to BharatiJa

Nhgarik Suralsha Sanhita, 2023 in these Rules shall include refirence to

Code of Crimhal Procedure, 1973 drdet the conespondi-ng provisions.

#-lv

"tligh Court'' means thc High Court of Himachal Pradesh;
"Live link" means and includes a live link ior audio-video'
elecronic communication or other arrangemens whereby a
-witness, 

an accused, party, advocate or an5. other person ir ,"q"ir"a
by Court to remain present yirtually in the court room by use of
electonic crjmmunicatioh or use of audio-video electronic means,
"Remotc Point" means a place where any pe6on is required to be
present or appear though a live link and indudes designated place
from where submissioos may be made belore the Coun but does
not include Advocate's remote point;
"Remote Us€r" means a user participating in court ?roceedings
thmugh video conferencing at a designated place or advocates
remote point;
"Requirtd Person" includes:



. 
Chafter tr

Implementatidn of Video Confereircilg under BNSS Provisions:

4.1. Eleetronic Hearings (BNSS Sec 530)

AII aials, inquiries, and procdings may be conducted
etectonically, induding:

Examination of complainalts and -witnesses

Recording.of evidence

Appellate and othei ludicial proceedings

4.2; Appgarance via Video Conferencing (BNSS Sec 154,355)

PeBons required to appear before the court may do so yia video
conferencing, includ!ng cases where tle accused is absent.

4.3. AccuSed in Judicial Custody (BNSS Sec 187)

4.4. Framing of Charg€s (BNSS Sec 251)

Charges may be read and explained to t}re accused through video
conferencing, wil}l tleir plea recorded elet tronically.

4.5. Evidence of W'itnesses (BNSS See 254, 265, 266, 310, 356)

4.6.

4.7. Discharge of Acrused (BNSS Sec 262)

Accused persons''inay be presented trefore the court via vide6
conferencing, except for the first appearance, which requires
physical presence.

Couts may exirmine the accused via elecfionii means before
granting diicharge,

Witnes,s testimonies and depositions may be recolded via audio-
video means in designated Iocations,

Deposition of evidence of iny police officer or public servants
(BNSS Scc 254)

Tesdmonies of pxblic servants may be iecorded electronically to,-
expedite legal pmceedilgs.

*{vig^$/
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4.8. Examination of Accus€d in Custody (BNSS S€c 316)

Accused persons in custody may be examined electronically, with
signature verification required within 72 hou.rs.

4:9. Evidence from Puhlic Servants, ExpeSs and pglice officers
(BNSS Sec 336)

Public officials, forensic experts, and police offici:rs may provide
evidence via video conlerencing

4.10. Judgment Pronouncement (BNSS Sec 392)

Accused persom in custody may hear their judgment via video
conferencing.

Chapt€r III

General Principles -2

4.11. Pr€g€nc€ of Accusgd during Evidence Recording (BNSS Se€'
308)

Accused persons Eiust be present, either physi.ally or via video
conferencing, during the recording of evidence.

General Principles Governing, Vid€o Conferencing and other
modes of Audio-video electronic communication

Subject to the provisions hereinafter qontain6d, video conferencing
and other modes of audio-visual electronic communication may be
used at all slages of judicial proceedings and proceediiigs
conducted by thg Court, where a person is requiidd to.be present or I

appear is not physicalJy present i.n coun room:

All proceedings conductdd by a Court via video conferencing and
other modes of audio-visual elecEonic communication shal1 be
judicial proceedings and all panies, decomm and protocols.
applicable to these proceedings:

(i)

(ii) AII relevant statutory provisions applicable to judicial proceedhgs
includilg provisionsrof BNSS; Contempt of Cours Act, 1971,
BSA and IT Act, shall apply to proceedings' ionducted by video
con{erencing;

(iii) Subject to maintaining independence, Lnpaftiality ald credibility
of judicial proceediags, and subject to such directions as the High
Court may issue, Courts may adopt such technological advances as

may become available from tjme to time:,?-'-.,-_,

$,



(iv) Couts shall use only High Courvgovemment approved and secue
video conferencing pladorms equipped with end+o-end encryption
ro pmtect data and privacy;

(v) An) rinauthorized access, haaking attempts, or security breaches
must be reported immediately and addressed in accordance wirh
the law;

(vi)

.:
The Rules as.applicablelo a eoun shall mufdtis murandis apply to
a Commissioner appoinred by the Coun to record evidence and ro
an inqury offiier conducdlg an inquiry;

Unless expressly permitted by Court, no person, either at Court
Point or at designated place or at R€mote Point or Adv'ocate's
Remote Potlt, shall record or publish the proceedings conducted
b! video. conferencing or other modes of audio-visual electrodc
commuruca0on;

(vii)

(viii) There shall bri ho unauthorised recordjng of the proceedings by
any pe$on or endty

Identification oI person.appearing through vidCo cmrferencing
or olher modes of audio-visual electronic communication.-

6.

7

The person defined in nile 2(1Xn) shall provide a4 identity proof

as red6gnizea Uy ttri Golemmeni of hdia or State Government to

the cout point coordinator by electrbnic comilinication. ln case,

identiry proof is not readily available, rhe .Coun may, upoD

satisfaction allow such personto panicipate in proceedings without

prcdufiion of ideffity proof.

Facilities recommended for Video Conlerencing

(i) Each courrroom should be. equipped with a video conferlncing- facility ro enable seamless conneciivity with stakeholderc. Thii
iategration will elifninate &€ need to m;]r'e to a separate dedicated
room for virtual headngs, ensudng efficiency, siving timq and
enhancing ju(licial proceedings.

(ii) A dedicated arid exclusive video conferencing cehter should be
established promptly at each District and Tehsil level.

(iii) A dedicatid space for vidm conferencing within police stations,
prisons, prosecution offices, fol€nsic departments, and other
designared places.

#
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The following equipments are recommended.fol conducting proceedings

by video conierencing at the Co{rt Point and the Remote'Point:

Desktop and Laptop .

Desktop
Laptqp
Network
Intemet

and-

and

High-Speed Intemet ConRection (Minimum 50

Mbps)-
Ensures searnless video traflsmissioB witiout la8;
Backup lntemet Conneftion- A secondary connection
to Prevent disruPtions;
Dedicated LANAVi-Fi Setup-Ensures stable and
secure connectiviryi

Noise Canceling Microphones -'Reduces background

noise ald ensures dear audio Eansmission;
High-Q;aIty Speakers-Provides clear souild output

fot participams;
Echo-Cancelldtion and Acoustic Treatment-Enhances
audio clarity by minimizing reverberation;

vity .

Video
Equipment

A.udio
Equipment

Recording and
Documentation

Coun-Approved Recording Mechanism - Allows
secure documenution of hearings;

TranscripJion Services - Automate(ymanual

transcripdon of coun proceedings;
Cloud or Local Storage Optio.ns-seiure storage for

recorded sessions:

on-Site Teirhnical Team - Ensures quiek resolution

of technical issues,

2417 Remote IT Support-Provides assislance for
toubleshooting

Equipment Maintenance Ensures

uninterrupted fu n(ionalitY,*x>
V.,rV

Large Display Soeens (LED,?mjcctors) - For clear

visibility of remote participans;
Multiple Screen Setup (Optional)-Allows

simultaneous viewiag of (ifferent panicipans;

axdDisplay
Projection
Equipment

End-to-End Encrypted Viileo Conferencing Software

Erisures secure communication;
Firewall and VPN Protection-Prcvens unatr horized
access;
Multi-Factor Autlentication. (MFA) for Users. -

Ensuies identity verification;
Secure Login Credentials for Each Session-Limits

access to authorized Personnel;

Software and
Encryption
Standards

IT Support and
Maintenance

j Computeg

]High-Resolution Cameras (Fd] HD/4K) - To capture
clear video feeds ol panicipans;

lAdjustubl" ancl Multiple Camera Angles-Enables
'focusing on rhe judge, Iawyers, accused, or

lwitnesses;

l

t
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Poivtr Backup Uninterruptible Power Supply (UPS). Sysrem
Preven$ pdwer outages fiom disrupthg proceedings;
Backup Generators-For . prolonged power fdilures,
etc.

I

I

(D

(iD.

(lu,

(iv)

(v)

(vi)

(vii)

(vxr)

(ix)

(x)

Th€ dcsigtrated video conferencing mftware to b€ procurcd by
ttrgh Court shall iacilitat following mini-,r- 

"eqoit"-"nts,-al online, real-time colltrboration software with features like video,
voice, screen -sharing, document sharing, presentation, recording
etc.
the soludon should have a whiteboard for flashing messages and
recording meedngs or sessions.
the complete accEss log of the different users with extended
reports, induding IPl Device deAils/Application details, should be
provided with each meeting room.
the pladorm should be hosted on an India-based data cenue with a
10006 Disaster rEcovery site.
the pladorm musr offer cross-pladorm funcdonality, ensuring
seamless operation across van\us operating systems. including
Windows, Linux, macos, IOS etc., ro accommodate diverse
technoldgy ecosystemi.of all panicip;ints Ard'guaraltee a
consistent user experience regardless of the operatingsystem used.
the platform musr be scalable ro multi poinr connectivity with SOO
user logins at a time
the platform must proyide privare and confidential Breakout
rooms, between multiple users,
the pladorm must be capable of synchronizing and scheduling with
cause list of caqes by advocates with waiting lobby and automaric
pulling accord.ing ro the cause list;
the plgtform tnust provide master cpntlol facility at Court's end,
recording and archiving facility ar coun point, server or cloud;
te platform must provide audit nail facility of the prcceedings and
also provision of a fuewall. '

9. Appointment of Coordinators-
(1) There shail be a Coordinator both at the Court point and at rhe

designated place ftom wherg arij, required person is to be
examined or heard or is directed to remain piesent,However,

.:. coordinatbr may be required at the remote point only when a
witness or a person accused of an offence is to be exam.ined;

G) |n all the Couts, ore oi more pemons nominated by tlie High
eourt or the Prin€ipal District ald Sessions Judge concemed
within whose jurisdiction rhe respective Coun is presem., shall
.irerform the fuactions of the coordinators at 0re designaied place.

j}_ TIu qoJ[_"lgl appgrn!-;y court official as a cooidinato. at the
Cpl4_Pqinr. -(4) The coordinator ar the designated place may be any of. the
following:

M
r-,,.$,
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Sub Rule

e.(4).1

Where the Advocate or
Required Person is at
the following Point-

The Rembte Point
Coordinator shall be:-

Ar official o{ an Indian
Consulate/the relevant
lndiar Embassy i the
xelevant High Commission
of India,;

f{_

\\I\,

Cout of another state or
union rcrritory of India

Women's Rescue
Hgmes, Protection
Fiomes, Shelter Homes,
Nad Niketans or any
institution referred to as

a women"$ facility
(i:ollecrively refened to
as women's f acilities).

The Superintendent or
Officer-in-charge of the
women's facility o1 

, 
an

official authorized by them;

s.(4).2 Aly authorized official
nonrinate.d by.the concernqd
'Distict Judgei

Mediation Centre or
office of DisEict Legal.
Services Authority

s.(4).3 Aay authorized person /
official nominated by the
Chai4erson or Secreury of
the congerned District Legai
Services Authority,

s.(4).4 Jail or prison The concprned Jail
Superintendent or Officer-
i-n-charge of the prison;

e.(4).s Hospitals admidstered
by the Cennal
Government, thg- State

Govemment oi local
bodies '

Medical Superintendent or
an official .authorized by
them or thr person in charge
of the said hospital; -

The Superintendent or
Officer in charge of that
Child Care Institution or ar
official authorized by them;.

e.(4).6 observation Home,
Special' Home,
Children's Home,
Shelter Home, :oi any
instiortion referred to as

a Chi]d Care Institution
and where tlie Required
Person is a juvenile or a
child or a peruon who is
an inrnate of such Child
Care Institution.

s.(41.7

]overseas

I

I

I

I

.t
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9.(4).8

s.(4).e

e.(4).10

In'eusfody, care or
employment of any
orh€I govemment office,
organization or
institution (coliectively

The Superintendent or
Officer-il-dnrge of rhe
institutional {acility oe an
official authorized by them;

refered to as

onal facilities).

The Adininistative offieer-
or their noriineg

The concemed Court may
nominate any public servant
of public official of the
concerndd departrnent to
render services as a
Coordinator to ensure that
the prbceedings are
donduaed in a fair, impanial
and independent malner and
according to the directions
iisued by the Court in that
behalf.

Nonrrithstanding the provisions of Clause 3.4.1,.whqre wihess
examinadon is to talh place in a crinriRal case of a persori located
outside rhe country, the provisions of the. BNSS 2023 (Seaion 110
& Chapter.S) and "Comprehensive Guidelines for investigation
abroad and issue of Leners Rogatory (LRs) /]vlutual Legal
Assislance (MLA) Request and SeMce of Summons Nodces
Judicial docurnens in rcspect o{ Crimiial Matters prevailing at
that time" will be followed to the extent they compon with the
provisions of the BNSS and BSA

10, Preparatory arrangements.'-l

(1)

@) no unauthorized recording device is used;

The coordinator at the designated-place/remote potuit shall ensure
that; -

(a) the required persons scheduled io appear in a particular
pmceedhg are ready at the remote point/designated place for video
conferencing welJ before. the scheduled tinrc;

k-j

$
4w

(c) no uhauthorized person enters the remote point or designated
place wlen the video conference is in progress;

Forensic Science Lab

In case of any other
location

l

l

1

i

I

l

I

I

I

I

(s)



(2)

(4)

(d) the person being examined is not prompre( tutored, coaxed,

induced oT coerced in any manner by ary person and that the

person being examined does not refer to any document. sc-riPt or

bevice wirhout fre permission of rhe Coun concerned during the

cou-rse of eramination.

Where tliE wimess to be examined rhrough video confereicing or

other audio-visual electronic communicadon requires or if it is

o*rdrwise expedlent to do so. the Court shall give sufficieot Dodce

in advance, iening out the schedule of video conferencing and in

appropriare cases may provide the copies of aJJ or any pan of 0re

rblevanr documens in elechonic form to the coordhator of rhe

concemd'd remote poilt,

BeIore the scheduled video conferencing, fie Coun shall ensure

thai the coordinator'at ihe designated place or remote point

recejves in elecronic form, copies of all or ary pan of t}le

documents which may b-e required for recording of evidence. or for
ieference of ihe winress. Fiowever, coordiiator shall allow such

doduments in electronic fom.r tq be usgd by the required person

onJy with the permissjon of the Court.

Whenever required, the Court shall order the coordinator at the

remote point or at the court pbint to Piovide-.

(a) a translaor in case the Person tb be examined is not conversant t
with the official language of the court:

(b) an expert in sign lalguages in case the petson to be exami.ned ls

impa.ked in speech and,/or hearing:

(c) an interpreter or a special educalor, as the cdse may be, in.case

a persoi to be examined is differently abled' either temPorarily or

v\v
,a$-

tJ,



11,

(1)

(2)

CIIAPTER IV

PROCEDURE FOR VIDEO CONFERENCING

Appgarance through video confertncing and other mods of
audio- visual elecnonic communication.-
In crimhal cases, any pany to the proceedings or witness. save
and except where proceedhgs arc initiated at the instalce of the
Court or on request of public prosecutor, mdy move a.request for
presence and proceedings through video conferencing.

, (SCHEDUL E-I I)
Ia civil cases, the court may, at. its di-scretion or on request of any
of Ge panies, inidale process for hearing of ary case through
video conferencing and otler modes of audio-visual elecEonic
communicadon.
While allowing a request for video conferencing the Coun may
also fix the schedule for ionvenirig the video conferencing. '
An advocate may appear from adtocate's remote point for rraking
submissions or for examination of wihesses. -
Where video conferencing procgddings are-conducted formaking
oral subniisSions, the order may requte the advocate or party in
person tg subnit written arguments and precedents, if any, in
advance.

(3)

(4)

(s)

12, . Service of process€s.-

hocesses issued to a viimess who is tci be exanined through video
conferencing, shall mention the date, time and venue of the circemed
designated Irlace and shall diEct the,wimess to attend in person blongwith
proof of identity. If a person is'examined with referenie to a panicular
document then the process to witness niust be accompanied by a copy of
ihe doorment

Examination of persons and witnesses through video
confertncing and other modes of audio-visual electronic
communication-

The person.bei4g examiled though video conferencing and
other modes of audio-visual electronic communication shall
ordiruriJy be examined during tre working hours of. the coun
concemed or at such time as the coun may deem fit,

13.

(Lt ,

v
9. r.wotj

(2) Where the peEoir being examined is an accused, the court shall
provide adequate opportmiry to consult with Ns advotate before
and after the video conferenci4g.

Provided tliat.nothing in this rulb shall preclude a court 
- 
from

conducting ui3ls, inquires and proceedings il elecnonic mode, by use of -

electmnic communication or use of audio-vitleo electronic means.



(3) The Codrt shall read over ard explain the evidence recor{ed to the
wimess and ohain the signatue of the person being examined otr
the ranicript immediately'after the examimtion is concluded. The-

. signed uanscripr shall form pan of the record of the judiciarl
proceedings." The signature on the $anscdpt of the person being
examined shall be obtaiaed in either of the following ways-

(a) If digital signatures are avaiiable at both the concemed Coun Point
and relnote point, the copy of the transiript digitally signed by the
presiding officer at the Coun Point shall be sent by ttre designated
video conferenci-ng software. or official e-mail to the coordinator at
remote point where a print out of the same shall be taken and
signed by the person being examined. A scanned copy of the
transcript digitally signed by the coordinator at the rcmote poirt
shall be transmitted by the designated video conferencing software
or official e-mail of the Court Point;

If digital silnatures *e not availablg the'printout of the transcdpt
shall be signed by the presjding Judge, at the Coun Poinl and shall
bi sent in non-editable scarmed format by the designated videb
conferencing software or official e-mail accoult of the designated
place or,e.mail of the coordinator at remote point where a printout
of the same shall be taken and signed by the person examiled and
countersigned by the coordinator at the remote point. A non-

'editdble scannedJormat of the transcript so signed shall be sent by
the coordirator at $t:remote point by fte designated video
conferencing software or official e-maii to the Court Point where a

print out of the same shall be taken and shall be made a pan of the
judicial record.

(4) The court.may, ilt the request of a person to be examined, or on its
own motion, taking into account the best interest of the person to-

be examined, direft appropriate measures to protect the privacy of
the p€rson exaEinid bearing in mind aspetts such as age, gender,
physicai condition and recognized customs and practiees.

o)

,b

(6) The coun may also impose such other cobditions ;rs are necessa.ry
' in for effective hearing of iaseq through video conferencing and

other modes of audio-video electronic mmmunication.

(7) If the coult thinks fit, the required peGon may be pemftted to
connect thrcugh video conferencing or othel modtls of audio-visual'- electroriic coinmunication from the place of his residence or work:

$\s,

(5) The coordinator at the designated placeshall ensure that ncr person

is present. at the remote point, save and eiceft the penon being
examined and those whose presence is diemed adminishadvely' necessary by the coordinator for lhe ptoceedings. -



8)

t4

(a)

(b)

(c)

Provided that evidence of a witness shall be recorded oirly from the
designated place, except ih situation hereinafter provided.

whore a required person is not capable.of reaching the Court Point
or the designated pldce due to sickness or physical infirmity, or
whose prtsence cannot tie secured without undue delay or expenae,

the Court may authoitze condud of video conferencing from the
place at which such person is located. In such circumstances the
cout may ilirect the use of portable video conferencing systems
and ensure presence as it may deem fit.

if the document-is at Cout Poht, but document visualizer is not
available, by tansmitting a copy-or image of the document to the
remote point electonically through the designated video.
conferencing software or official i-mail;

(9) Where the court is of opinion,,for t}Ie reasons recorded ilr wdting
that, evidence of the witness cannot be effectively recorded, may

' decline to examirie such wimess through video- conferencing

Exhibiting or showing documeirts to \ditness or accused at a
rrmote poht-
If il the course of ex6mination of a person at a remote point by
video conferencirrg, ii is necessary to shbw a docrment to dre
person, the Coun may permit the document to be shown in the
followi-ng manner:
if the document is at Court Point, by transmitting the document
thmugh ilocumenr visualizer,

if the document is at the remoJe point, by transmitting a copy or
image of the document to the Coun Point electronicalJy through
0re designated video conferencing software or official e-mail. The
hard cqpy of the document counier sigired by the witress and the
coordinator at the designated place shall also be dispatehed to the
Couir Point.

15. Ensuring seamless videal conferencing

(1)' The coordinator at Cout Point shall provide the live.linl< of the
video conferencing, hearing with advocates or tle requiied person.

(2) If the pmceedings ar.-e carried out from any place other than a
remote point, the coordinator, if any, at srch remote point shall
ensure compliance of all technicall requirements.

(3) Tbe cosrdinator at the Court Point shall be in contact wi*l the. concemed advocate or the required p'erson and guide them in
regard to the fulfillmer:t ol technlcal and other requirements for
executing a successful- hea ng thrcugh video conferencing. Any
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Provided that in the event of a,technical fault or for any other
sufficient cause, the Cout may for reasons to be recorded in
wdting, permit the use of a software other than the'designated
video conferencing software fol video conferencing in that
particular proceedirg:
Provided furthEr that nothing contained in these nrles shall prevent
a Court, after recordiqg its reassns in wdting, ftom usiag any
sofrware other thal the designated video conferencing software or
other modes of audio visual electJonic communiration. ro tacilitate
the hearing of cases in elecEonic mode.

In criminal cases, where tle person to be examined'is a
prosecution wigless, or a coun witness, or a defence wihess, or a
person is to make subr.nission for prosecution, rir a person is to
mal<e submission for defenee, the advocate for the prosecution or
defence or the accused, as the case may be, shall confirm to the
Court the location of the person, and the time, ptace and technical
facilities available for such_video conferencing.

(4) Ifthe accused is in custody and not presmt at the Cout Pbint, the
Cout shall order a multi-point video conlerence between Coun
Point, the witrress and the accused in custody to facilitate recording
oJ the statement of the wimess including medical or other expens.

Cbnduct ol Proceeding$.
(1) All advocates, required personi, the purty in person or any
othel person permitted. by the Cout to remain phy6ically oi
virtually present (hereinafter collectively referred to as
participants), shall have their presence recorded. Howeyer, in case
participants are desirbus that their, face or hame be masked;
information to that effect'sha-ll be furnished to the.Courr Point
coordinator prior to the comrnencemenl of proceedings for rhe
appmval of the coun

(2) All Advocates, Required Penons, ,the party in person and/or aly
other person perinined by the Coun to remain physically or
vimially present (hexeinafter collectitely refered to as

participans) shall abide by the requirements set out in SchediJe-I.

(3) The Court Point coordinatilr shall sertd the live link on mobile
.number fumished by the participants permitted to he \,thral]y
present in the Cout. Once the procee\lings havd commenced, no
other persou shall be permitted to pafticipate in the vifiual hearing,
Except with the permission of 'Court.

Panicipation in the procaedihgs through video conferencing shall
constirute consent by the panicipans to the proceedings being
recorded.

20.
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(4)

problem faced by sueh advocate or the required' person shall be

rebolved by the coordinator at Court Point.

16. R€mand-.

(1)

(2)

\.
The coordinator at the Cou( Point shall ensure that any documerit

or audio-visual
files, einailed by the advocafe or the required peison, are duly
received at tre Cout Point.

The court may authorize detention in judicial custody, o{ any'
person accused of an dffence,. by video conferencing or other
modes of audo-visual electronic col nudcation as Per the
prbvisions of section 187 BNSS:

Provided that if the accusedls aheady in iudicial custody, whether
of same Court or some other Court or is undergoing sentence, the

Court may funher remand him dufing inqulry or trlal utrder secdon

346(2) of the BNSS through video conferencing or other modes ol
audio-visual elecnonic commulication.

The procedure set out hereinafter in this chapter is, without
prejudice to the procedue indicated elsewhere in these rules where
proceedings are conducted thrriugh vi{eo conferencilrg or other
modes of audio visual electronic communicadon.

The cogrdilator at the Court Point shall ensure that video
conferencing is conducted onJy through a designated video
conf erencing software:

17. Plea bargaining.-

The CouIt may also,use the modes of audio-visual electronic ,

communication for the'purpose of plea bargaining under Chapter
XXIII of the BNSS.

1B Record of proceedings through audio-visual electronic
communication.-

Wherever any proceeding is carried out by the Court ulder these
niles by takirg recouEe to the modes of audio visual electronic .
commtmication,.the Coun shall mention in tle order sheeu that the .

hearing is conducted through video conferencirig.

CHAPTERV

GENERAL PROCEDURE

19. GeneralProcedure.-
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'Establish$ent and disconnection of links betiveen the Court Point

and the remote poiff shall be regulated by orders of *re Coun.

21. Itiid parti€s to dre case.-

'The coun shatt satis[ iself thar the advocate, required person or

a;ry other participant that he cou-rt deems necessary at the remole

point or the Court Point can be seen and beard clearly and ca-n

clearly see and hear the court.

To.ensure that video conferencing is conducted seamlessly, the

difficulties, if any, eiperienced in connectivity Elust be brought to

the notice.of the Court at the earliest on the mobile number of the

Court Point coo;dinaror which has been furnished to tbe participant

before the commencement of the video conferencing. No

complgint shall be enteflaired subsequently.

(6)

b

(1)

(2)

a

third partles may be allowed to remain present during video

con{erencirg only upon a specific order of the Court. However'

they shall be pasgive participans aad shall not be allowed to male
any sfrbmisslon wlthout permfssion of the Cd:1.

Where, for any reason, a person urconoected Y,rith the case 
-is

Dreseni at the iemote point, thaL person shall be identitied by the

coordi-nati:r at the remote poirt at the beginning of tlre proceedings

and the pqpgse of the presence'of that pelson shall be conveyed to

the Qourt. Such peNon shall continue to remain present only with
tlre permission oI the Coun.

22. Costs of Yideo Conferencing.-

'hi 
the absence of mles prescritred by'thd concemed Court, t}te

Cout 'may-\take into coirsideration the following circumstances

when deiermining and/or apportioning the costs of video

conferencirg

ary\r'

In criminal cases, Ihe expenses of the video confbrencing facility '

including expensbs involved in preparing'soft copies/certified

copies oif the Court.record and- transmitting the same to tirc

Coordinator at th'e Remote'Point, and the fee payable to the

aai$lator/inleryretir/special .educator,. as the case may be, as also

the fee payalile to the Coortlinator at the Remote Point, shail be

borne by such party as directed by the Court. '

Besides the above, the Coufi may also make an order as to

expenses as it considers appropriate, taldng into account tlle

nies/instruetions regarding payment of expenses to the

. complainant and witnesses, as inay be prevalent from time to time'

"ilur
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23.

It shall be open to the Coufi to r,{aiye the costs as warrantid in a
giVen situation. ' :.

Acress to Legal Aid Clinic-s/Camps/Lok AdalatvJail Adaiars

Ih coiformity with the provisions of the Legal Services
Authorities Act, 1987 and the laws in force, in proceedings related
to Legal Aid Clinics, Camps, Lok Adalats or Jdl Adalarc, any
person Vho at the Remote Point is in Jail oi Prison shall be
examiled by the Chaiiman / Sooetary olthe District Legal Serviae
Authority or Members of Lok Adalats before passing any award or
orders as per law.

Copy of the award or orde.r and the record of proteedings shall be
' - sent to the Remote Point ,

Allixdng persons who are not parties to the case to view the
pmceedings

C.

ChaFt€r YI

Miscellaneous

25, R€Icrence.to Words and Exirressions

26. . Power toRclax

b

To olserve t}re requirem6nt of an open Coun procgeding, members
of &e public $rill be allowed to .vierlr'. Court headngs conducted
through video conferencing, €xcept proceedings oid€red for
reasons recorded in writing to be conducted i4-camera. The Court
shall endeavour to make available sufficient links (consistent with
availa_ble bandwidth) for accessing the proceedings.

Words and expressions used and not defined in these Rules shall
have the same meaifng as assigned to them in the BNSS, the BSA,
the IT Act and tle Geneial Clauses Act, 1891.

The. High Cou$ may if satisfied that the operation of any Rule is
causing undue hardship, by order'ilispense with or relax the
requiremenls of that Rule to such extent and subj€rt to such
coMitions, ab may be stipulated to deal wittr the case in a just and
equitable manner.

Y,
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2V. ResidualProvisians

Such award or order shall have the same force as if it was passed
by the iegutar Lok Adalaror Jail Adalat.

24.



Matters concerning which no express pmvision has been made in

these Rules shdl be decided by the Court consiste'nt with thc
principte of funhering the interests of justice

28. , Repeal and Savings

. (1) The 'Himachal naaistr Uigh Cout Video Conferencing
Rules (For Courts), 2021' are hereby repealed to the extent to

' which these apply to the District Judiciary.

(2) Nonvithstanding the repeal, provisions of Himachal Pradesh

High Court Video Conferencing Rules (For Coins), 2021 shal
apply to:-

a) Aaions and proceedings. commenced before thes-e rules came

into force,

b) All notifications/orders publishetVissued under the }limachal
Praiesh High Coun Vidgo Conferencing Rules (For Couts), 2021,

' to the extent they are not repugnant to these nries, shall be. deemed

to have been made or issued under these rules.

k\.
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SCHEDL'LE I

1. A1l participants shall wear sober attire consislenr with the dignity
of the proceedings. Advocates shall be appropriatgly dressed ia
professional attire presiribed under the Advocares Act, 196I.
Police officials shall appear in the uniform prescribed for police

. officiats under the relevant statute o; orders. The attire.for judicial
officers and coun suff will be as specified in the relevanr nrles
prescribed in that behalf by the High Coun. The decision of tbe
Presiding Judge or officer as to the dress code will be final.
Proceedings shall be conducted at rhe appoinred date and time.
Punctuality shatl be scrupulously observed.
The case will be called out and appearances shall be recorded on
the dlreciion of the Couit.
Every paflicipanr sha]I adherc ro the counesies and protocbl that
are followed in a physica.l Court. Judges will be addrcssed as

"Madam/Sir" or 'Your Honour". Officers will be. addressed by
their designation such as "Bench Officer/Coun Masrer,', Advocates
will be addressed as "Learned CounseUsenior Counsel,
Advocates. Required Persons. panies in person and ot}ter
panicipan$ shal keep their microphones muted rill theli are called
upon to make submissioris.

Remotb Users shall ensure that their devices are free fiod
malware.

Remote Users and the Coordinator at the Remote point sha]]
ensure tiat the Remote Point is situated in a quiet location, is
properly secured ald has sufficient intemet coverage. Ary
unwarranted disturbalce caused during video conferencing may if
the Presiding Judge so directs rrnder the proceedings non-est
All participans' celJ phones shall remair switched off or in
airplane mode during the proceedings. :

All participants should endeavor to look into the camera, iemain
attentive and not engage i_n any other activiry during rhe
proceedirigs.

Backgrould noise, unnecessary movements. ard int€rruptions
must be. rninimized to maintain the decorum of judicial
proceedirr gs.

The use of oflensive language, disrespecrful behavior, or non-
compliarce widr judicial iDstructjons may lead ro immediate
remdval ftom the sessioir and pote tial legal consiquences.

Orily court have the discretion to mute or remove any participant
violating these conduct rules.

2
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SCHEDT'LE II

Requtst Form fp4 Video Corderenee

-)
1. Case Number/CIIR Number (if any) '

2. Cause Ti.fle
3. Proposed Date of con{erence
4. Location of thirCou4 Point(s
5. Location of the Remote Point(s
6. Names & Designation of the Participants at the Remote
7. Reasons for Video Conferencing;
In the maner of
8. Natue of
I have read and understood the provisioris of Rules for Video
Conferencing for Cours (hyperlink). I undenake to remdin bound by rhe

same to the extent applicable to me. I agree to pay video conferencirg
charges if so, directed by the Coun.

Signati.[e of the applicanvauthodied sigmtory:

Date;

Final Motion

A) Bench assigned:
B) Hearing:

Held on (DD/IvIM,YYYY)
Cornmencement Time:,
End time:
Numbe.r of hoUrs: .

C) Costs:
Overseas transmission charges if any:
To be Incurred by ApplicanvRespondent: To be
shared equally:
Waived; as ordered by the Coun:

Signarure of the atrthorised officer.
Date:

N
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Lil*-q t
Endsu No.HHC/Rul€s/vC/DisuJud-/2025- Dated: 1&08.2025

Copy forwardcd for information to:- E1. The Principal Private Secretary to Hon'ble the Chief Justice, High
.. Court of .HimachalPradesh, Shimla-

2. The Secetaries to Hontrle Judges, High Court of Himachal Pradesh,

Shimla.
3- The Advocate General, High Court of H-P., Shimla.
4. The Additional Chief Secretary (Home) to the Govemmerit of

Himachal Pradesh.

5. The- Secretary/Private Seqetary/PAs to the Registrar GeneraURegistrar

(yig.ilanc4/Re gistrar(Rules/JB)/RegisEa{Ju di cial)/RegisEar(GAD/
Admn./IT)/ Registrar'(Aicounts/ Registrar (Esn.).

6. The LR:cum,secre'tary (L3w) 1o the Govemment of Himachal Pradesh.'7,, All the District ald Sessions Judges in the State of H.P. for information
and to further ciltutate the same amongst lJle Couts in their respective
division.
The Principa.l Judge (Family Coun). Shimla, Mandi ald Dharamshala,

H.P.

The Presiding Ofticers, L.aboru Court/Industrial Tribunal, Shimla anrl
Dharamshala, H.P.

10. . The Member Sdoetary, Himachal Pradesh State -Legal Servicl
Authority, Shimla.
The Director, Himachal Pradesh Judicial Academy, Sbimla.
The President, H.igh Coun Bar Association, Shimla.
The Disuict and Sessions Judge (Forests), Shimla, H.P.
The Secr€tni/Private SecretaryPAs to rhe Registrar GeneraVRegistrar
(Vigilance)/ReBisb.a{Rules/JByRegistra(Judicial)/Regi stra(GAD/
Admn ,{f / Registrar (Accounts)/ ReBisrrar (Esn.).

The Censal Project to-oidinator, High Coun of H.P. Ior necessary
acdon.

A-U the Additional Registrars/Deputy Registrars/Assistant Regishars
of this High Cout.
The Chief Librarian of this High Court.
The Co-ordinator, NIC deputed in the High Court for updating the
High Cout website.
The Section Officers(GAD) and (Compurers) of rhis High Court.
The Section officei (Computer) High Cout of Himachal pradesh for
cdnversirin of the same into rligitatr fdrm and uploadihg the same o]r
Gazane.
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