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Offiee of Miwirent 2 Zonsions Judge.
From . o woer -. : / )
The Registrar General, Eor o 'Z.‘Iﬁﬁﬁfﬁ.’l?fgﬁ..é‘.{..w
Punjab and Haryana High Court, f/V] !L(
Chandigarh. .
To .
All the District and Sessions Judges in the State of Punjab.
Dated, Chandigarh, the_g\ =4~ 2=
Sub: Notification of "The Punjab Divyangjan Shaktikaran Yojna, 2021,
Sir,

l. am directed to refer ydu on the subject cited above and to forward
herewith Endst. No. 11/5/2017-1SS(35S)/83-107 dated 9.1.2021 received from
Principal Secretary to Govt of Punjab, Depa;tment of Social Security and Women &
Child Development (Social Security Branch),i Government of Punjab with the request
to give wide publicity to the subject s:cheme by placing the same on the notice board

of each Court’in the Sessions Divisions as also its website so that the benefit of the

Scheme actually reaches to the nee&y ones.,

Yours faithfully,
fliun ¢
1[,,/ /Assis ant Registrar (E-Il)
for Registrar General
o\

Endst. No._ M $1 <P~ E.ll.lL.Bd(a) dated__ol- L\-Ro2)

Copy alongwith copy of Endst. No. 11/6/2017-18S(388)/93-107 dated
9.1.2021 received from Principal Secretary }o. Govt of Punjab, Department of Social
Security and Women & Child Development (Social Security Branch), Governmént of
Punjab is forwarded to the Member Secretéry, Punjab State Legal Services Authﬁrity

with a request to take appropriate steps for effective and fruitful implementation of

the Schéme.

C?é{ | %ssnstant Registrar (E-11)

For Registrar General.
CwW
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‘ GOVERNMENT OF PUNJAB o
Department of Social Security-and Women & Child Development
(Social Security Branc_h)

Notification |
No. 11/5/2017-1SSK6SSY 92 L 04, January, 2021

+  The Governor of Punjab is p!'eased.to- frame the scheme titled "The Punjab
Divyangjan Shaktikaran Yojna",
Scheme

1. Short title and commencement-' :
: i
L ! . ) ,
(1) This Scheme may be cailed "The Punjab Divyangjan Shaktikaran Yojna, ¢
2024 : : _ :
(2) It shall come into force on and'with effect from the date of its publication in the
o official Gazette. o '

2. Context-

The Government of Punjab, in keeping with the spirit of the Rights of Persons
with Disability Act, 2018, is commilied to ensure protection of the rights of
persons with disabilities and to provide equal opportunities to enable their full and
effective participation and inclusion in society, through several ongoing and new
initiatives and programmes. As per Census 2011, in Punjab, out of a population
of 2.72 crore, there are 6.5 lakh disabled persons i.e. 2.14% of the population.
This comprises 3.79 lakhs {58%) males and 2.74 Iakhs (42%) females. The
number of disabled persons is highest in {he age group of 20-29 vears (1.17
lakhs). A majority (20%) of disabled persons have disabifity in movement, 12.6% -
have visual disability and ahother 22.4% have disability in hearing, while the
remaining account for other types of disabilities.

7

1. Barrier- free Environment

The Government of Punjab aims to provide a barriér~free environment to persons
with disabilities, in a phased manner as follows:

a) Government and public-ceniric_buildings shall be made accessibie.

T b} Public transportation shall be made accessible.

32y c) Websites shall be made accessible.

2. Puniab Divvangian Shaktikaran Yojna (PDSY)

. . !
- ! .

q_{_f’_,.f—'ﬁ%éf-\-major scheme for the empowerment of Pe:rsons with Disabilities (PwDs), the

20, (g Punjab Divyangjan Shaktikaran Yojna (PDSY) shall be implemented all over the

State. This will contain two parts: Aand B#" |

/Part A of the scheme shall focus entirely on providin'g all eligible PwDs the
/beneffts of existing government schemes / ongoing schemes being run by
various Government departr_ne:nts{/
TR m s ecta e kT Ty bl e
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Registrar General_Part B of the scheme shali h

Kot o2 Crtayen i?y the Government of Punjab to covef those aspects and needs, which \

,ﬂ,_?sj,mp ~have hitherto not been covered under any existing Centrally / State sponsored ‘}

{Rdasvs dyafte SW or PwD-oriented schemes ofdifferent departiments; & . ,
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: 3. Puniab Divyanajan ShaktikaraniYoina {PDSY)

I , ‘ ! R

Part-A -
Ongoing Schemes

The following initiatives shall ‘be taken up and pursued in an integrated
manner under ongoing schemes ‘for th‘e‘empowerment_ of persons with
disabilities in the State:

41. Free concessional travel in Government buses

Free travel in Government buses |s curre]ﬁtly' being given to blind persons in the
Siate. One accompanying attendant shall be given free tr_avel along with blind
passengers.

(Actson Dept of Transport and Dept. of Social Security,
Women & Child Development)

4.2. Smart Ration Card Scheme under National Food Security Act (NFSA)2013

Smart Ration Card Scheme (SRCS), whlch covers 1.42 crore beneficiaries in the

tate will be used for withdrawing foodgrams from the Fair Price Shops (FPS)
through e-PoS machines without the need for an additional document. All the
eligible PwDs shall be covered on priority under the scheme. The details of the
family can be seen at Fair Price Shops ju$t by swiping the smart ration card at the
e-PoS machines. The smart ration card hc}ider will be able to withdravs food grains
anywhere in the state irrespective of his/her district of permanent residence. The
Government has initliated the process of maki‘ng 'smart ration cards with chips' {o
distribute subsidized ration to BPL fa_milies.‘:.

'(Action by: Dept. of F'oo:d, Civil Supplies & Consumer Affairs)

4,3 Health Insurance:

The Niramaya Health Insurance Schemé7 is a comprehensive health insurance
scheme under the National Trusts Act 199;9 with an insurance cover of Rs. 1 lakh,
with a single premium across all age bands. Under the scheme, enrolment is free

for PwDs with a Iega! guardian (other than natural parents). To enable this, the
following steps shall be taken:

.
l

a) Identification of eligible benercuarles having disability certificates shall be
carried oul. . :

b) Identificationof an orgamzatlon reglstered urider National Trusts Act, shall
be carried out.

¢} Online registration shall be camed out and an E-card shall be provided to

l\‘\\// the beneficiaries.

i s '%’u ‘..*H“b
(Actlon Dept. of Social Security and
Women & Child Development)




4.5,

4.6,

4.7.

4.4, Sarbat Sehat Bima Yojana {SSBY) Punjab: -

. .

1
i

Sarbat Sehat Bima Yojana (SSBY);Punjab. is a health insurance scheme under
which cost of treatment is exempted up to the fimit of Rs. 5 lakh {o eligible families.
Under Sarbat Sehat Bima Yojana (SSBY), all eligible PwDs shall be covered on
priority.

(Action by: Dept. of Health and Family Welfare)

Earning a Livelihood: the Prirﬁarv Enab{der‘

‘The Punjab State Rural Livelhood Wission (PSRLM) being run by the
Department of Rural Development aims io reduce poverty by enabling poor
households fo access gainfu[. self—empldyment and skilled "wage employment
opportunities. Persons with disability shail be facilitated to draw full benefits
under PSRLM. Women with disability shall be motivated to join Self Help Groups
(SHG) during the camps/functions under Beti Bachao Beti Padhao (BBBP) and
similar schemes to enable f:hEm to . become economically independent in
partnership with Department of Rural Development, Punjab Skill Development
Mission, NABARD and Department of Codberation.

(Action: Depa'rtments of Rural Development and
Panchayats, Social Security and Women & Child
Development;: Cooperation and Employment
Generation and Training {PSDM}).

Shop_—keeging

Shops and kiosks are set up at bus-sta;nds, tourist spots and in educational
institutions in Punjab, for travellers' needs and in other possible places for daily
needs of local residents by various entilies i.e. Tourism Depértmen‘t‘ Red Cross,
Zila Parishads, Milkfed, Depa;rtment of Higher Education and Department of

Transport Department. These kiosks shall be allotted with prefererice to PwDs, to
provide them with a steady source of livelihood.

(Action: Departments of Transport; jRuraE Develo_pment and Panchayats,
Tourism; Higher Education; and Cooperation/Milkfed)

1

%

Skill Development and Vocatiopal Training

Skill deveiopment of PwDs shall be addfessed on priority because it is largeiy

hampered due to lack of education, poor soft skills and inadequate

entrepreneurship and management training. Access to skill-based vocational
training shall be made available to all PwDs right from the school level, Skill-
based cooperative entrepreneurship shall be promoted among SHGs in both
. urban and rural areas, Skilling/training prj"ogrammes exclljsive!y for PwDs shal
also be conducted. .PwD shall, in addition, be given preference in the ongoing
skilling programmes of PSDM. For thié,ﬁfthe ,requirec:i budget demand shall be

L I N N Lo R TR ]
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SHGs comprising PwDs shall be given training régarding the importance of e-

commerce, Mahila-E-Haat Portal and other online marketing platforms where
persons with disabilities can market their products.

(Action: Deptt of Employment Generation and Training)

4.8. Scheme for Adolescent Girls (SABLA)

The main objective of the scheme is to provide nutrition to the girls in the age
group of 11-14 years and school drop-out girls and to improve their socio-
economic status. Under the scheme, all disabled girls shall be covered on priority

basis.

(Action by: Depttof Social Security and
Women & Child Development)

4.9. Free Transport Facility to Students

To increase the enrolment in government primary schools, the School Education
Depariment has started work to provide free transport faci]ities to school children.

Under the scheme, ail children wiik disabilities shall be covered on priority.

(Action by: Deptt. of School Education)

4.10 Hostel Facilities

Hostels are consiructed by the Department of Social Justice & Empowerment and
Minorities, for OBC boys and girls in school and colleges. Preference shall be given
to sludents with disabilities belonging to Minorities and OBCs.

{Action: Deptt. of Social Justice &
Empowerment of Minorities)

411 Free Coaching

For competitive exams, free coaching will be given to all PwD candidates across
the State, by the Department of Social Justice & Empowerment and Minorities.

. (Action: Deptt. of Social Justice &
Empowerment of Minorities)

4,12 The Ashirwad Scheme

N\/,- Under the Ashirwad scheme, Rs. 21,000 is given at the time of the marriage of
) . , . .
girls belonging to SC and BC famiiies. All physically or intellectually disabled

girls who fulfil the eligibility criteria of the Ashirwad Scheme, shall be covered on
priofity. e o iy

e

© (Action: Dept. of Social Justice &
Empowerment of Minorities)
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413,

4.14.

Mai Bhago Vidya Scheme

Under the scheme, free bicycles are provided "to all girl students from gt {o

10" classes studying in Government schools” with the objective of encouraging -

the enrolment of girl students in schools and to reduce the school dropout
. rate. There shal be ‘special focus on disabled girl _students under this
scheme. Modern tricycles shall be given to all disabled girl students.

(Aefion: Deptt of Social Security and
Women & Child Development)

Inclusive Education for Children'with Special Needs {CWSN)

Under the SAMAGRA scheme, every child witia special needs, irrespective of the
kind, category and degree of disability, is to be provided educalion in an
appropriate environment, Children with mild disabilities shall be admitted to a
regutar school and a Special Educator wil‘l‘ provide resource support to the
school/teacher/chitd on his/her school visit. Children with moderate disabiiities shall
be admitted to regular schools. In the resource room, an ir{dividual Education Plan
shall be prepared for each child with specificigoals to be achieved. Children with
severe to profound degrees of dssabmty shali be prowded Home Based Education.
These chiidren are mostly bedndden or are lpcapable of going out of the secure
environment of their homes independently. The focus in their education shall be on
teaching ADL skills (Activilies of Daily Livir:xg). ADL skills comprise six basic
activities: eating, bathing, dressing, toiieting, walking and continence. They shall
also be taught essential life skills and given vocationat training as per their
condition. Under the scheme, ali eligible CWSN shall be covered.

(Action by: Deptt of School Education)

i

4.15, Physiotherapy and Speech Therapy for Chiléiren with_Special Needs (CWSN)

. 1

Physiotherapy and speech therapy"shail be prévided to children with special needs
(CWSN) by therapists appointed at dxstﬁ:ct level. In remotefrural areas,
physiotherapy shalt be provided by local physmtheraptsts in their clinics. Two
camps shall be organized daily by each physiotherapist at {wo different locations at

the cluster level, where physiotherapy shall be provided to the child and
training/guidance is given to the caregiver,

For wider awareness, the Department of Socnal Security and Women and Child
Development shall run awareness activities under the Beti Bachao Beti Padhao
scheme. All needy children shall be covered under this scheme.

(Action by: Departments of School Education and
Social Security :%md Women & Child Development)



N

Travel & Escort Allowance { i
: | ! . | _
Travel & escort allowance shall be pr':ov'tded to Children with Special Needs coming

to school from far off areas. The allowance is in the form of payment to the person/

" auto etc. engaged to ferry the‘.childreln to school and back.

. Under the scheme, all eligible PWD shall be covered. For the information of the

447,

4.18.

4.19.

public, the Department of Social Security and Women and Child Development shall
run awareness activities under Beti Bachao Beli Padhao scheme. Information
aboul this shall be displayed at each Anganwadi Centre.

(Action by: Departments of School Education;
and Socia% Security and Women & Child Development)

i '

Dr, Hargobind Khurana Scholarship Scheme for brilliant students

A scholarship of Rs. 2500/- per month amounting to Rs. 30000/- per year for two
years shall be given to brilliant students (béys and girls) to continue their studies at
senior secondary level. -Brilliant students from poor economic background, who
have secured 80% or higher marks in the PSEB Class 10th Board exams, are

eligible. There is no income limit under this scheme. Under the scheme, all eligibte
PwDs shall be covered on priority.

(Action by: Deptt of School Education)

Free Education in_Residential Meritorious_Schoois

Ten meritorious residential senior secondary schools have been opened in Punjab
for providing free education to poor and meritorious students of Punjab. 60% seats

are reserved for girls. Free food, lodging, ,uniform, textbooks and extra coaching is
also provided. ‘

Under the scheme, girls with disabilities shall be given preference. Also, 10%
reservation shall be given to girls with disabilities out of the 60% seats reserved for

girls. There shall be S'Vo‘resen!atiorj for Persons with Disabilities out of the
remaining 40% seats.

';(A“ction by: Deptt 'of Schoo! Education)

Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidvaiava Hostels Scheme (KGBV)

Under the Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalaya Scheme, 28 Hostels-would be set up
to provide free education and healthcare to girls in Educationally Backward Blocks
(EBBs) at the upper primary leve! 1o promote girl's education and lo eliminate
gender disparity. The main gpj%p‘t_iyq,pf,'grth'l%hs_cheme is to bring the girl child to
school and to retain. her in schdol. Uhdé—r‘}{ﬁé £2heme, girls with disabilities shall be
given preference., '

[Action by: Deptt of School Education)




o

4.20

421,

422

a)

b)

423,

Ungradation of Merit of SC Students (for both Boys & Girls)

Rs. 25000 /- shall be to SC students with the objective of enhancing academic
capability and removing educational deﬁcienbies by arranging remedial and special
coaching for SC students studying in Classes 9th to 12th. Under the scheme, SC

students with any kind of disability shall be given priarity.

{Action by: Deptt of Social Justice &
Empowerment of Minorities)
Vocational Skills Trajning

Under the SAMAGRA scheme, training is imparted to Children with Special Needs
(CWSN) on various projects liké mobile repair, stiiching & tailoring, footwear-
making, soft toy- making, candle-making, card-making, envelope-making, making
decorative items and so on. Under the scheme, all eligible Children with Special
Needs (CWSN) shall be covered.

(Ac'tion by: Deptt of School Education)

Provision of Support Services .

Treatment/Surgery: An important co_mp:onent is the' provision of surgical
correction and allied services to children with special needs. Children suffering
from polio, cerebral palsy, congenital defo.;mities, cleft lip/cleft palate, condition,
low vision and burn injuries shall be prdvided corrective surgery free of cost
under Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA). )

Children suffering from life-threatening ilinesses like Rheumatic Heart Disease/
Congenital Heart Disease (RHD-CHD) and Thalassemia are also covered under
this component and shall be treated in collaboration with the Dept. of Health,
funded under National Health Mission (NHM).

Children suffering from cancer shall also be covered for treatment under the Ci
Cancer Relief Fund, t ‘ .

Under the scheme, all the eligible PwDs shall be covered. For wider awareness,
the Department of Social Security and Woimen'and Child Development shall run
promotional activities under the Beli: Bachao Beti Padhao Scheme and such
other schemes under implementation in 'thé State of Punjab. Also, the reguired
medical services would be given to children with disabilities, at Spinal Injury

Centre, SAS Nagar, which is being run by the Depariment of Social Security and
Women & Child Development, - -

{Action by: Department of School Education and Department of

Social Security and Women & Child Development)
Rashtriva Bal Swasthyva Karvakram (RBSK}

Under the Rashtriya Bal Swasthya Karyakram of the Health Department, 30
developmental delays, diseases, deficiencies and disabilities have been included.
Convergence is being established with the |Hs;alth Department for providing these
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" Under the.scheme; all the eligible PwDs shall be covered. For wider awareness,

Department of Social Security and Women and Child Development shall run

awarehess activities under Beti Bachao Beti Padhao scheme and other schemes.

424,

b)

425.

b)

426.

c)

(Action by: Departments of School Education; and
Social Security and Women & Child Development)

Social empowerment

Disabled women‘ shall be given monetary benefit on briorit'y under the Ashirwad
Scheme being run by the Department of Social Justice and Empowerment of
SC/BC.

If a disabled person (male or female) marries:an able-bodied person, a one-time
incentive equivalent to double the amount 'prdyided under ghe Ashirwad Scheme,

shali be given to the couple.

(Action: Deptt of Social Justice &
Empowerment of Minorities)

Sports for Players with Disabilities

All persons with disability, who win gold, silver and bronze medals in paralympic
sports, shall be entitled to :monelary awards just fike other sportspersons, as per
the new sports policy of the State Governmeﬁt. '

As per the new sporis policy, the Sports beparlmeni shall select the top 20
players and one differently/specially- abled player who have won medals in
specified natiopal or international championships/ games and pariicipaled in
various specified international level tournaments and who have been graded on a
scale of 100 points, as per guidelines. Each such player shall be given a cash
award with a trophy and blazer, just Hké able-bodied sportspersons, as per the
guidelines of the Sporis'Departm'ent. |

{Action: Deptt of Sports)
The UDID Card: A single identi_tv card.;for persons with disabilities

The UDID project is a flagship;projectf of the Government of India. It aims at
building a holistic end-to-end integratetiﬁ sy:stem'for issuance of Universal 1D &
Disability Certificates o Person with Disabilities. This project has been
implemented in all 22 districts with a view to create a database for PwDs, and to
issue a Unique Disability I_dentity Card lo each person with disabilities. This UDID

card shall bring a host of benefits to the Persons with Disabilities.

With the UDID Card, persons with disabilities will not have to make muitiple

copies of documents or ma’tmm Jor cary, ﬁ{n_g;ltiple documents, as the card will

;
¥hi et

capture all.the necessary details which can be decoded with the help of a QR
{Quick Response) reader. oo

The UDID card will therefore be the single document of identification and

e aticwm fnemnenane with dieahility fnr a'u:}'ninn various henefits in future.




M

d) The UDID Card will also help streamline the tracking of the physical and financial
progress of the PwD beneficiary at all levels of hierarchy of implementation — at

village, block, district, state and national level. -

e) in Punjab, 94 Government Hospitals are engaged in the issue of medical
certificates/ UDID Cards and so far 1,45,928 (as on 13th Nov. 2020) UDID Cards
have been issued to Persons with Disabilities. The target is to reach out to all

such persons and cover them under this initiative by October 2021.

{Action by: Deptt of Social Security and
' Womeh & Child Development)

477. Financial Assistance to Disabled Persons

Financial assistance is granted to persons with various disabilities, who are unable
\o earn their livelihood and have less than Rs. 60,000/- annual income. Persons
wilh less than 50% disability are not eligible for financial assistance under this
scheme: Mentally disabled persons are, however, eligible, irrespective of the
extent of disability. Under the scheme, all the gligible PwDs shall be covered.

Mentally disabled persons shall be covered on priority basis.

(Action by: Deptt of Social Security and
Women & Child Development)

4728. Eree Education upto Class Xl for all in the State

Currently, the State Government proéidesffree education to all students up to
Class VIIi and o girl students up to Class X!l. To promote education for all children
in the State, it has been decided to grant free education in government schools to

all students up to Class Xil. Under the scheme, all children with disabilities shall be
covered on priority.

{Action by: Deptt of School Education)

429. BackloqinGovernmentJobsr

The Department of Employment Generation and Skill Development has finalised

the State Employment Plan for the years 2020-22. The endeavour shall be to

clear the backlog of PwDs in government jobs. in implementation of this plan.
{Action by: Deptt of: Employment Generation & Training)

430. Children with Specific Disabilities. like Intellectual Disability

There are many children with specific disabilities like intellectual disability, Autism
Spectrum Disorder, etc. who do not benefit from the mainstream education system
of regular school and resource room teaching, as they cannot cope with the course
curriculum and the examination system. Punjab School Education Board has given
special concessions to students with Héar-ing Impairment, Visual impairment,



" “Iatellectual Disability, Autism Spectrum Dusorder Cerebral Palsy, Specific Learning

Disability, Chronic Neurological Conditions, Parklnsons disease, Mental Hiness
and Muluple Disabilities lncludmg Deaf-Blindness. These relagahonsmdude

a) A separate question paper. whlch shall conSISt of 60% multiple choice questions,

20% very short answer type and 20% short answer type questions.

b) A special solved question bank has been created for all subjects of classes 5th 1o

w7
Nv

8th by SCERT and for classes 10th and 12ih by PSEB. All questions in the final
examinations conducted by PSEB and SCERT shall be derived from this question

pank.

For classes 9 and 117, teachers shall develop their own question bank and
separate question paper for the students. -

No fees or any kind of charges shall be levied on students with benchmark
disabilities belonging to the 21 categones of disabilities "as defined under the
Rights of Persons with Dasablhtles Act (RPWD Act) 2016 (Copy attached).

Under the scheme, it shall be ensured that all children with specific disabilities are
given these relaxationsfbenefits.

{Action by: Deptt-of School Education)

Lt PR
O SRR T i




?‘N/' g

PUNJAB DIVYANGJAN SHAKTIKARAN YOJNA (PDSY)

Part-B New Schemes

The following new initiatives that shall be taken for the empowerment of

persons with disabilities are:

(4]

5.2,

Treatment on suffering disability -

Disability might exist at birth, or occur at any later stage in life. Free Medical
treatment shall be extended to those persons from BPL, OBCs, SC families who
suffer disability at any stage in life.

{Action: Department of Social Security and
Women & Child Development; and
Health and Family Weifare)

Mobility Aids & Assistive Devices

Mobility aids and assistive devices like wheelchairs, fricycles, callipers, artificial

fimbs, crutches, rotellers, sticks and-canes for the blind, retractable sticks, MR Kit,
CP chairs, etc. shall be provided to disabled children through ALIMCO, to enable
them to lead an active life. For this, medical assessment camps shall be held to

assess the requirement of the children and the recommended devices are provided

to the children at Fitment & Distribution Camps organized expressly for this

purpose. Under the scheme, all eligible PwD shali be covered. For wider

awareness, the Department of Social Security 'and Women .and Child Development

shall run publicity drives under the Beti Bachag Beti Padhao scheme.

(Action by: Departments of School Education; and
Social Security and Women & Child Development)

5.3. Promoting Education

a) The School for the Blind at Jamalpur, Ludf?iana has al}eady been upgraded to

the 12th standard. The process of creating \?a'cancies for teaching staff has been

. ' - * . ‘
initiated, after which recruitment shall be fa{'st-frac:ked so that classes for Plus 1
and Plus 2 can be started, thereafier. ‘

b} The Government shall set up a residential school upte Class 12 for Children with

Speech and Hearing Disabilities in Ludhiapa. The State Goverament has
earmarked funds to the tune of Rs. 15.00 crores for building and infrastructure.

Students with disabilities shall be providedfyvith assistive devices free of cost at
school and college level to ensure inclisive education and enhance their

mobility.

Students with disabilities shall be extended the faciiitif of easy and accessible

study loans to continue their education.

el All educational institutions including universities which have accommodation



-

M

- “within their premises shall ensure: the allotment of rooms 10 students with

disabilities on priority basis.

f) participation of students with disabilities in sports and recreational activities shall

o}

5.4

5.5

5.6

5.7

a)

b)

c)

pe actively encouraged. : .
Free ‘mobile telephones and tablets shall be provided to all students with
disabilities in class 41t and above s}udy‘mg in gqvernment schools.

(Aétion by: Deptt of School Education

Research and Human Resource Development

A Disabilityﬁggtrjdies Centre in Punjabi University. Patiala shall_be set up to
promote education and research in the field of disability. 1t shall function as a
nodal centre for providing training on disatﬁlity issues to different stakeholders.

A Training College for Special Needs E_ducétors shall be set up 1o creale a
resource pool of competent teachers teo 'tegch children with gpecial needs.

With the help of the Education Department and leading organizations, @ separate
modern syllabus for different categories of dis‘abled students shall be designed.

{Action: Departfnents of Higher Education and Department of
Social Security and Women & Child Development)

Five Days of Special leave in a Calendar Year

Al disabled employees of the State Gévefnme‘nt shall be entitled 10 5 days of
special leave in @ calendar year for attending seminarsfworkshops on the subject
of disability. This shall include one holiday on the eve of World Disabled Day i.€.
3 December of each year and 1 holiday:on the eve of the birthday of Louis Braille.
i.e. 4 January every year. o

(Action: Deptt of Personnel)

Free Education

Education upto the age of 18 years is currently free for students with disability.

Further studies shall be free fpr meritquods disabled students. A scheme for the

purpose shall be preparéd by the Depariment of Higher Education.
H . :
- L (Action: Deptt of Higher Education)

Empowerment of disabled airl students:

The existing scheme namely “Attendance Scholarship Scheme for

Handicapped Girl Students” for Classes 10th, 11th and 12th shall be

upto post-graduation level to help disabled girt students acquire hi
withoult interruption. By

Rural
extended
gher education

s :[‘,“*;7:,'1"5'
. +

(Action: Deptt of School Educaﬁ011)
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5.9

5.10

Recreatiopal activities

¢ - : :
Annual / bi-annual competitions ’of'various:‘kinds shall be organised at the
schoolfcollege and university Ievel for drawmg out the creative potential of
students with disability. The best entnes shall be felicitated on’ World Disability
Day. 1‘:

(Actlon Departments of School Education;

i 4 and Higher Education)
i

Home Schooling Scheme for Cﬁildren with'_épec_ial Need‘s.- '

Amid the ongoing COVID-18" pandemic scenario,_ children with special needs
(CWSN) are among the most aﬁected,sectio:ﬁs of society. Interruption in support
due to closure of schools and restriction in%'the movement. of support staff has
rendered their life miserable. Fu\ﬁiher, the p;r"evatent online system of education
does not cater to the needs of these ch'i‘ldren. because ef' tack of required
infrastructure. Keeping in mind the problems in the existing system of education
and the skeletal support system in existence for-:ihese differently-abled children
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we need a{hew scheme to cater to their rapidly
evolving needs. - :

i
i

There will be some children with severe dégree's of disabiiity who may not be

1

able to attend regular school because of. the.‘seven{y of their disability. ¥ they are

sent to a regular school, they might not be able to cope, as they will not be able
o respond to a standardized cumcu!um and evaluation system. A large
percentage of CWSN are deprived of their-%right to education due fo the severe

nature of their disabilities. They heed a special education. programmme outside the
pusview of the regular classroom.

The Department of School fEducation {DoSE) shall desigh a special
Homeschooling Scheme for Criildren with | Special Needs in consultation with
experts. ' | ‘

(-]Actien: Deptt of School Education)

State Award for Outstanding Wo_rk- Done by Teachers with:Disability

Teachers with disabilities underéo various types of hardship. There is a need to
recognize their painstaking efforjs in becoming teachers-and then functioning as
role models despite disability. | |

The Depariment of School Education shaii reserve two State Teacher Awards

specifically for teachers wuth disabilities - orlwe for primary teachers and the other
for teachers teaching at secondary level.

1 . ' .(Actson Deptt of Schaol Education)

el ,----'-'...-(
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- 6.0

Participation in Local Government:

To facilitate participation in Panchayati Raj Institutions and Urban Local Bodies,
representation shall be introduced for persons with disability, where the number

of elected and nominated members in these institutions is 10 or more.

(Action by Departments of Rural Development‘
& Panchayats; and Local Government)

service Provider Scheme .

A Rural Area Service Provider Scheme shall be rolied out, under which licences
shall be given by the Department of Social Security and Women & Child
Development to eligible PwDs with internet skills who possess the ability to offer
online services. The Rural Area Services Provider shall provide chargeable
services. Hefshe will operate in his own premises and offer services like the
following at prescribed rates:

. payment of online electricity bills,

¢  LIC premium payment,

. filling a online applicatio{j for competitive exams and admissions and so

on.

(Action: Dept. of Social Security and
@ Women & Child Development)

survey and Database Creation at District Level

The need to create a district ieve! database for persons with disabilities has long
been felt in order to identify various needs of differently-abled persons. A
database incorporating different types of disabilities viz. intellectual, hearing,
locomotor and visual impairmént shall be created to help in identifying the target

population under various schemes of the Government.

For this purpose:
« A comprehensive proforma shall be-designed to obtain information.

« Frontline workers shall assist in gathering requisite information from the field
through the COPO. ‘

« Compilation of a block level database at district leve! shall be done by the
District Social Security Officers {DSSOs).

+ District-wise data on Persons wilh Disabilities shali be collected through
Anganwadi Workers by incentivizing them @ Rs. 10 per proforma.

{Action: Deptt of Social Security and
Women & Child Development)
Financ.lng b "._17 -_.;\! g [

Uy

PDSY alms-to maximise the benefits of various schemes and programmes for
PwDs through convergence and effebtive' implementation in an integrated
manner. It also aims i6 purste new ifitiatives to fill critical gaps in the
empowerment of PwDs. In the first year, the PDSY will be executed by accessing
funds from current year's allocations under the existing programmes and
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7.0

" schemes. New initiatives and interventions will be started from the next year in

view of financial constraints being taced due io the COVID-19 Pandemic. From
the year 2021-22, an additional annual allocation of Rs 30 crore including Rs 5

crore for IEC activites will be made for new interventions, which shall be
enhanced as per the progress of the Yqjna.

Pianping_and Monitorind

The planning and implementation of various schemes and activities envisaged

under the PDSY shall be carried out by the respective administrative
departments, that are responsible to execute e:,uch an action under its allocation
of business. They shall also monitor the progress of their re;pective activities and
interventions. However, the Plan prepared by various administrative departments
with respect to their specific tasks shall be sent {0 the Department of Social
Security and Women & Child Development 10 enable them to consolidate an
Annual Plan for the development of PwDs in the State. Overalt progress of such
a Plan shall however be monitored by the Plai'ming and Monitoring Cormmittee as
following: ‘ |

Planning and Monitoring Committee (PMC)

i) Principal Secretary, Social Secdrity and Women Chairman,
and Child Development |

i) Principal Secretary, Finance or nominee not Member
below the rank of Special Secretary.

iii) Principal Secretary, Planning of nominee not Member
pelow the rank of Special Secretary

v) Principal Secretary, Social Justice & Empowerment Member

of Minorities or nominee not below the rank
of Special Secretary

v) Principal Secretary, Labour or nominee not Member
below the rank of Special Secretary )

vi) Financial Commissioner, Rural Developmen Viember
and Panchayats T

vii) Principal Secretary, Local Goqier,nment or Member
nominee not betow the rank of Special Secretary

vii)  Principal Secretary, Health & Family Welfare Member
or nominee not below the rank of Special Secretary

ix) Principal Secretary, Technical Education & - Member

Industrial Training of nominee not beiow the

rank of Special Secrelary | .

X) Secretary, Higher Education or nominee not Member
below the rank of Special Se(fretary
xi) Secretary, School Education or nominee not Member

below the rank of Special Sé¢retary

xi) ~ Director, Social Security and Women & Child ~ Member Secretary
Development ‘

State Level Steering Commitiee (SLSC)

in addition, the Yojna shall be steered by the State Level Steering Committee
{SLSC) headed by the Chief Secretary, Punjab. SLSC shall comprise the

following and shall be convened and coordinated by the Department of Social
. ! '
Security and Women & Child_Developn;wenL_The Commiliee shall resolve all

i

i
!

]
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T inter-departmental issues thal may arise in the implementation of the PDSY.

). Chief Secretary, Punjab R Chairman
i) Principal Secretary, Finance o Member
ji) Principal Secretary, Social Justice and Member

Empowerment of Minorilies .
iv) Principal Secretary, Planning - Member
v) Financial Commissioner, Rural Deveiopment Member

and Panchayats

Vi) Principal Secretary, Local Government Member
viiy  Principal Secretary, Health & Family Welfare Member
viiy  Principal Secretary, Technica! Education & Member

Industrial Training. .
ix)  Director, Social Security and Women & Child ~ Member Secretary

Development

Consultative Group of Ministers (CGMJ',

For overall guidance and policy support for the PDSY. a Consultative Group of

Ministers (CGM) shall be set up under the chairmanship of Social Security,

Women & Child Develnpment Minister, Punjab with the following as members:

i) Social Security, Women & Child Development Chairman
i Minister ' " Member
Finance Minister
i) | Local Government Minister l Member
iv) Rural Development & P;anchayats Minister Member
v) Cooperation Minister . Member
vi) Education Minister ; . ) . Member
viiy | Technical Education Minister o Member
viii) | Social Justice Empowerment & Minorities Member
Minister ;
ix) Health & Family Welfare Minisler Merber
xi Chief Secretary : S . Member
xi) Principal Secretary to the Chlef Mmlster Member
‘_.a\/l xii)y | Principal Secretary. Social Security and Member Secretary
Women &Child Development ¢

8.0  The Group would -

a) Review and assess the prpgréss of the PDSY and give its
recommendations for further'improvement

b) Recommend amendments! updqtion of the scheme to improve its
- coverage with the effectlve partacnpatlon of community; and
) Review and monitor the prooress of the scheme at regular periodic

intervals.

9.0 The Planning and Monitoring Commiltee (PMC) and the State Level Steering

e —ed



Committee (SLSC) may meet as ofieh as required but should meet at least once
in two months. They méy co-opt any other officer as may be required to carry out
the objectives of the Yojna. In so far as the;jConsultaiive Group of Ministers is
concerned, it should meet at least once in three months not only to review and
monitor the performance of the Yojna, but al:éo to evalua{e_ its success for future

improvements, if any.

410.0 District Level Steerinag Committee (DLSC)

A Disirict Level Steering Committee {DLSC) headed by the Depuly
Commissioner shall be constituted for the rr{icro management of PDSY at district
level. DLSC shall comprise the following and shall be convened and coordinated
by the District Programme Officer of the ‘-Dep'ariment of Social Security and
Women & Child Development. ':

1) Depuly Commissioner, Chairperson

i

2) Additional Deputy Commissioner kD), _ Member
3) Commissioner Corporation, - } Member
4) Civil Surgeon, 1 _ Member
5) District Education Officer, o Member
6) District Development Panchayat Ofﬂcer, iember
7) Chief Agriculture Officer, Member
8) District Social Justice & Empowerment Officer  Member
9) Two representatives from Civil Society Member

Organizations/NGOs, '

(Preferably Women and PwDs)
10)  District Programme Officer, 1: Convener

The District Level Steering Committee {DLSC) may meet as often as required
but should meet at least once in a mohth. They may co-opt any other ofiicer

as may be required to carry out the objectives of the Yojna at disirict level.

11.0 |nformation, Education and Communicétion (IEC) Activities

As stated eariier, the PDSY is rri%inly envisaged for implementation of
various existing schemes and programmes for the development of PwDs through a
common sector-wide approach and convergence. It aims to pursue and access funds
under the existing schemes to maximize their benefits for the PwDs. However, to fill
critical gaps some new interventions have also been proposed in keeping with the basic
premise of the scheme for which requisite allocation of funds would be made in the
budget for 2021-22. For wider dissemination of information ‘and awareness building,
and new schemes, an additional budget of Rs 30 erore per annum including Rs.5 crore
for IEC activilies. would be required. The Depadment of Social Security and Women &
Child Development would prepare an Annual IEC Plan, which shall be regularly
monitored not only by the PMC, but also by the SLSC.

12.0 Y Al administrative depariments arefexpected to follow the guidelines of

1
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thew"respective schemes and programmes 1o accomplish the objective of the Yojna.

:However, if there are issues that need any further clarifications, these should be

presented to the SLSC by the Department of Social Security and Women & Child
Development and ihe recommendations of .the Committee shall be put up 1o the Chief
Minister- who shall be competent 1o pass necessary orders if any, required to carry out

the objectives of the Schemes.

iy All administrative departments shall make hecessary arrangements required
in the planning, implementation and monitoring of their respective schemes to align
these with the scheme of thiﬁgs as envisaged un:de'r the PDSY. They shall designate a
Nodcal Officer in their respective depariments {o cbordinate timety follow-up action.

{

13.0 All concerned shall ensure strict comp:liénce and make concerted efforts o
make the PDSY a success. :

Raji P. Shrivastava
Date:08.01.2021 .
Principal Secretary to the Government of Punjab
Place, Chandigarh Depariment of Social Security and Women
) & Child Development

Endst. No. 11/6/2017-1SS/(3SS) { q3- [0F Dated.Chandigarh: 09 |0 ;I 2041
A copy is forward to the following for information:-

1)  Chief Principal Secretary/Chief Minister, ‘ﬁunjab Chandigarh.

2) Principal_Secretarlehief Minister, Punjab’ Chandigarh.

3)  The Chief Secretary to the Government of Punjab.

4) Al the Additional Chief Secretaries/ Finéncial Commissioners/Principal

Secretaries/ Administrative Secretaries to:Government of Punjab.

5) The Accountant General (A&E) Punjab, Chandigarh.

6)  The Accountant General (Audit) Punjab, Chandigarh. ... .. L
.\/?’)/ Registrar, Punjab & Haryana High Court, Chandigarh.:'- n T, " «\

8.)  Allthe Head of Departments. ' P ] ")
9.) The Commissioner of Divisions. "!-\ e 2
10.) All the Deputy Commissioners, Sfale of Punjab. B :2;56 . ’
11.) AH District & Sessions Judges State of Punjab: e
12} Ali Heads of Boards/Corporations, Punjab.
13) Chairman, Punjab Public Service Commission, Patiala.
14) Chairman, Punjab Staté«SibsidinateiService Selection Board, S.A.S

Nagar, Mohall. : :

15.) Controller, Printing & Stationery, P,unjéb Chandigarh (with two spare

copy) is requested to_p_ublish this notification in Punjab Government

Extra-ordinary Gazette and supply 500 copies of the same to this




| Department for office use. : SR >
i6.) Managing Director, Punjab . lnfotech |i=. requested to upload the .
Notification on Punjab Government website. : :

. i

I
: Under S cretary
Endst No. 11/5/2017-1SS/(6SS) f/og : Dated Chandlgarh Oqlm]no%r

A copy is forwarded io-Supér'intendent, Cabinet Affair Branch, General
Administration Punjab Govt. in respbn_ée to :pheir . Letter No. :1/219/2020-

1Cabinet/8766 dated 18/11/20 o k Mawindir B
: ,' ~ Under S(ecretary
. b i
1.D. No. 11/5/2017-18S/(6SS) //OC) o { Daled Chandlgarh ()f) }ea} &1

A copy is forwarded to Dlrector Souai Security and Development of
Women & Children Department, Punjab., Chandlgarh for necessary acuon

Undir.Secretary
'1)“""'
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