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MAHARASHTRA STATE LEGAL SERVICES AUTHORITY

Website legalservices.maharashtra.gov.in o 2269139522691 358
E-mail: mslsa-bhe/@nic.in 22668866 ( Direct )
105 High Court, PAWVD Building,
NLS.AZMI Fort, Mumbai =32,
MEMBER SECRETARY

‘No. MSLSA/2025/ |3 ¢4,
Date: 29t April, 2025. i
E.LN.: 25

To, Date29/04/ 2025
The Principal District & Sessions Judge/Chairperson,
District Legal Services Authority, sYpdt
District - All strict Legal Services

Authority, Jalgaon
Subject: Compliance with Resolutions discussed in National Annual
Stakeholders Consultation on Protecting the Rights of |
Children Living with Disability.

Reference: Hon'ble Registrar (Inspection-1), High Court, Appellate Side,
Bombay letter No.A(Spl.)/JJC/68/2025 dated 25.04.2025.

Respected Sir/Madam,

With reference to the above subject, please {ind enclosed herewith the
copy of the handbook on Disabilities and the statement titled “Invisible No
More”. Your goodsell is requested to direct the concerned to take necessary
steps for their widespread dissemination by circulating the same.

Regards.

Your's faithfully,

. = AS-
-, " 99-0 i
Member Secretary
Copy forwarded to:-
The Secretary,
DLSA - AllL.
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In India
India is estimated to have one .
of the largest populations 1.7% However globally, it is
of Persons with of children estimated that 1 out of 10
have children have disabilities.’
Disabilities globally. \ disabilitias
‘ 17% of Perzons Among Persons with
with Disabilities Disabilities, 28.8%
I are in the age reported that they
had a certificate

group of
10-19 years.’

of disability.?






Usage of aid/ help from government Usage of public transportation or public

vs. other organizations* buildings by Persons with Disabilities
over the last 365 days (at the time of

The percentage of Persons ? conducting the survey)

with Disabilities who received

aid/help from the Government _
e : ) 67.1% of Persons with
was 21.8%

Q Disabilities who used public

and another 1.8% received aid/ transport during the last 365
help from organizations other days preceding the date of
than the Government. i the survey, faced difficulties in

accessing/using it

Data on vocational, technical training of

Persons with Disabilities® 63.9% of Persons with

Disabilities who accessed public
L B 3.1% of 15-59 year old buildings du.rmg the last 365
N * Persons with Disabilities days preceding the date of
/\ ~  received vocationalitechnical the Sheeay fa.ced difficulties in
and formal training accessing/using them.

Status of education of Children with Disabilities in India’

Disabilities of
age 3 to 35 years, were ever enrolled
in ordinary school and special school,
respectively.

Among Among Persons 62.9% and
Persons A with Disabilities 4.1% of
with ,‘ § aged 15 years and Persons with
Disabilities : above, 19.3% had

of age 7 years and the highest educational level
above, 52.2% were as secondary and above
literate

" Ministry of Stanstics and Programme Implemeniation National Statistica Ofhee

2019, NSS report no. 683 Porsons with Disabilitios »
Intia NSS 76" round (July — Decomber 2018)
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We regularly use fools for
our learning such as grammar
checkers and screen-readers
and have had positive
experiences with them.

P e Sl e e e I 0

Children with visual disabilifies

The lift in my gated communily
is too small. 1 find it diflicult

to opzn and close the grill
multiple times daily.

17 year old child with
infelleclual disability

I like going o parties
because I like dancing but
1 have trouble going fo the
washroom. ‘

14 year old child with
mulfiple disabilities, wheelchair user




We want to pari cipae, b
travel, and t:le yart f ‘
in communiiy Ii ‘e i
without barrier: and
biases

2 We want to use

anc access roads,
shopping malls,
bariks, places of
wo ship, parks,
government offices,
police stations,

anc toilets, and feel

safc in public places.

We want to
use all devices
anc platforms
by making the
best use of
technology.,

s T F

We want to travel
independently
using accessible
and affordable
public transport
systems like buses,
metros, and trains
and also through
the use of adapted
private vehicles.

We want good
quality assistive
devices at an
affordable rate
that are easy to
use and maintain.




Sometimes I have to use a scribe
for exams, but I don't like it
because they often don 't calch
the words exactly, which causes
me to lose marks.

15 year old child with visual disabilily

Teachers should learn
sign language; we even
try to teach them but they
don't want to learn.

15 year old child with
hearing disability

)

I like one of my teachers
because somelimes she
uses pictures on a screen
during lessons.

12 year old child with an
intellectual disabilily




1018

ducati

ive e

e
-
ol
o
o
s

P Gty e




@

Al home, when my parents
talk fo relatives, I wonder
what they are speaking. Even
when [ ask, they don't make
an effort to communicate fo
me. I feel left oul.

17 year old child with
hearing disabilily

=

My father comes every daij in the
fourth period to take e tc the
washroom. Generallij games are
for two periods, bul T can oaly
play during the fourih perind
because that’s when my laliar
takes me to the greund.

12 year old child with lc.ccmofor disabilily

e e S SRR L . EEEmme . Ak e R

I can play games at school
with other children but

at home, I am not able fo
because | cannol go fo the
park and other children don't
play with me.

14 year old child with intellectual
disabilitu, wheelchair user




[

‘Newant o fe
cafe, play, and
riendsh |

Lear of e

rorm

'l‘l_fii )2 4]

We want {
facilities s
and sports
join our pecrs
activities ar ¢
without barri
dCCess and sti

We want onc
participate
and recreat
as learning and p!
instrumennt
computer ¢

. dancin

and family (o st
nd suppo!
iries bullying u

.out

s to
wcurricular
/ities such
ng musical
, art, and

4, friends

L up for us

someone

We want safe spaces
everywhere and a society where
we feel equal to our peers.

We want adults and children
to be more sensitive towards
us so that we can form
camaraderie with them.

We want to be part of family
conversations and decisions
like our peers.

We want to be fully included in
all social events, like weddings
and birthday parties, rather
than being excluded due to
misplaced sympathy or biased
assumptions about our abilities.
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Most of the lime my
parents and guardians
communicate my
well-being needs fo
the doclors.

13 year old child with
visual disability

16

Sometimes, doclc 3/medical
staff make us go ! omone
place to another | r dificrent
tasks. This makes (fe dillicull
for us.

15 year old child wift: - <wal disabilit!

Whe 1 was al the hospital,

ther: was no separale queue for
Per: ns with Disabilities. and

[ ey rienced unkind behaviour
fror <ome officials.

170 ol hild with o molor disabilifies
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Doctors and
nurses have to
be patient with
us and allow us
to communicate
our concerns and
needs directly.

Hospitals need

to keep assistive
devices and support
us with requisite
assistive services 10
be more accessible
to all of us.
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Qur main barrier to accessing oppoitunitic
is communication. If every sector such

as hospitals, police, schools, courts, efc.
has interpreters, our ability to reach our
aspirations in life will increase manifold.

17 year old child with a hearing disabilily

—

[ learn computer skills at this special
facility and occasionally teach my
parents as well if they need help.

14 year old child with visual disability
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It would help us greatly in
realising our aspirations if
getting a disability cerlificate
for high-functioning autism
was made easier.

17 year old child with aulism
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© There should be

certain schemes and
programmes on career
counselling, skilling
and employment
designated for us

to meet our full
potential.

We need to know our
rights and be

aware of various
reservation schemes
for the higher
education and
employment of Persons
with Disabilities.
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Developing support sysiems in family and coramunity
This involves engaging families, safer spaces for childran. When =1 “ran
communities, and local organizations to Huild  do not have, or cannot be taker
supportive networks. It requires reco gnis ng of by their familias, proactive e' /¢
parental stress and the need for fariily are made so they grow away fr n
counselling. Sessions with caregive:s of institutions, in a family environ
children with disabilities promote inzlus sity Children with dicabilities. too, |
and help break traditional biases, ciiating right to a family envirenment,

~ § R e et 1, £ 18
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Ensuring barric. ‘ree environment an access to assistive devices

Addressing arcess | rs through on streamlining the disability
assistive serv.ces. te: logies certification process through shorter
and accessible infrast -ture and timelines, simplified procedures,
communication/infor on remains and «tandardized diagnoses, will
crucial. Enforcing nati il and encolrage greater participation in all
subnational policies a focus araas of life,
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Fromoting iclusive education a1.d skills development !
This includes mik nstream imp ove retention rates in schools for
schools accessible, | ling specialized Chil'ren with Disabilities. Tailored
teacher training, anc iring assistive life sxills, vocational training, career
technologiss and infr ucture for counselling, and internships based on
students with disabil Building peer the “hild’s abilities and aspirations can
support netwarks anc  fiering teacher pave the way to employment, economic

and parenial counse can help indspendence and self reliance.




Ensuring he: thcare and early dia; osis

Strengthening the implementation of
comprehensive needs assessments a | carly

diagnosis programmes, already integ ted into

existing schemes and public health st vices,
is crucial. These efforts must ensure o nass
to essential therapies, assistive devic: -

and healthcare services through impr ved

infrastructure and trained healthcare 1 roviders

Developing
care plans th-
child's speci’
increased con
promote ear’,
intervention

with disabilit
they require

Protecting an¢ creating a safe enviro:

Reinforcing legal frameworks and
developing comprehensive policies re
crucial, alongside collabaoration bet zen
government and non-government |
A skilled workforce - including soci
workers, judicial officers, educators and

iB1Cias.

healthcare |
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abling meaningful p- rticipation

should be meai ngful engagement with these

nat affect chilciien, Persons with disabilities

rsons with are the experts on their needs and

al conduit and aspirntions, and thus the best partners

rtunities for in acvancing the inclusion agenda.
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sisible and tearing down stigma and discrimination *

| to design promote children’s well-being and

te resources, empowerment. Balanced language,

t0 education, positive media representation,

n, among others,  @Wareness campaigns, and role models
» evidence will carn lelp break social barriers of stigma
arammes that and bias.
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included 40 ¢l ldren
12-17 vears

2

Haryana

22

Delhi-NCR

Uttar Pradesh

1

Assam

7

Karnataka



How this State aent was Sh

Gathered Expertise

Consultation with experts from <(.
the disability rights community
and secondary research

iral
GD

ing UNICH
locuments

Developed an scessibility
Engagement Tool ongaging chile
ecision-ma

Questions focusing on
everyday experiences, <(
aspirations, and
accessibility and
customised these for
different disability types

Reached out to
Organizations &

On-Boarded 8 expert

organizations o
“acilitated FGD:
it atotal of 40
1nd in-persor
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