
OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL D ISTRICT & SESSIONS JUDGE.
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Subr PracticeDirections

Praclice Directions no. 182/Rutes/DHC/2026 dated 26.05.2026 received trom the

Hon'ble High Court of Dethi, New Delhi along-with enctosures are Forwarded for

information and necessary action/comptiance to:.

t. A1[ the Judicial Officers posted in South District Saket Courts Comptex,
New Delhi.

2. The Officer ln-charge, Library Branch, Saket Courts, New Delhi,

3. The Officer ln-charge, Computer Branch, Saket Court with the request to
upload on lhe oflicial website of South District, Saket Courts, New Delhi.

e. Ms. Niharika Kumar Sharma, CJM, South District.

s. The Office of CJM, South District.

6. The R & I Branch, South District for uploading on LAYERS.

tt
Officer lh-C ud ic ial Branch,a

/or Principa I District Sessions Judge, South,
Saket Courts Complex, New Delhi



HIGTI COURT OF DELHI AT NEW DELHI

No. lC.L/Rules/DHC Dated:

PRACTICE DIRECTIONS

Hon'ble Supreme Court in judgment dated 11.03,2026 passed in Miscellaneot,s

Application No. 2238 of 2025 in Special Leave Petition (Civil) No. 18225 of 201"

tilled "Hartsh Rana vs Union of India & Ors." at para 327(e) passed the follorvinq

directions:-

"327 (e) The High Courts of all States shall issue appropriate directions to oil
Judtcial Magistrates of First Class (JMFC) within their jurisdiction to receit,
intimation from the hospital, in accordance wilh the guidelines as laid dottn r,

Common Cause (supra), in the event lhe primary medical board and secondat 
'

medical board are unanimous in their decision to withdraw and/or withhort!
the medical treatment of any patient. "

Earlier Hon'ble Supreme Court vide judgment dated 09.03.2018 in Wrrt

Petition (Civil) No. 215 of 2005 titled "Common Cause (A Regd. Society) v. Union 't!'
India and Anr." (2018) 5 SCC I (Common Cause 2018)- had laid down various

guidelines in respect of the procedure to be followed where passive euthanasia :;

sought - both in cases where an Advance Medical Directive exists and 'n cases rvhe,t.:

no Advance Medical Directive exists. The said guidelines had been modified ',

certain extent vide judgment dated 24.01 .2023 in Miscellaneous Application No. I 6!r''

of 2019 in Writ Petition (Civil) No.2l5 of 2005 titled "Common Cause (A Reg,t

Socien) v. Union of India. (2023) 14 SCC 131 (Common Cause 2023) Tht
guidelines contained at para 198.4.7 , 199 .2 and 200 of Common Cause 20 I .\ rs

Modified in Common Cause 2023 place responsibility on Judicial Magistrate of Fir sl

Class (JMFC). The same are as under:-

*198.4.7 The hospital where the patient is admitted, shall convey the decisit,ri
of the Primary and Secondary Medical Boards and the consent oJ'the person tr
persons named in the Advance Directive to the jurisdictional JMFC be.fo,.t

giving effect to the decislon to withdratv the medictt! treotment cdninlstereC .

the executor.

199.2 In the eyent the Primary Medical Board certifies the option ,)i

withdrawal or refusal of further medical treatment, the hospital shall thtt:
constitute a Secondary Medical Board comprising in the manner intlic.rtt,,,i
lrcreinbefore. The Secondary Medical Board shall visit the hosptol /br pi4.rtc
etantination of tlle patient and, after stud\|itlg the medicol paper.\ ttla.t ct)ttt
witlt the opinion of the Primary Medical Board. In rhat et.ent. ,ttirlatiotl .\tt,
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be given bv the hospital to the JMFC and the next of kin/next .friend/guardia.t
of tlte patient preferably within 48 hours of the case being referred to it.

20a. Having said this. we think it appropriate to coyer a vital aspect to the
effecr the life support is withdrawn, the same shall also be intimated b7, the
Magistrate to the High Court, It shall be kept in a digital format by the Registry
of the High Court apart from keeping the hard copy which shall be desn'oy.ed
a.lier rhe expir;t of three t'ears _/i'om the death of the patient.

In compliance of the above said directions olHon'ble Supreme Coun. Hon'ble
the Chief .Tustice has been pleased to direct that all the Jurisdictional Judicial
Magistrates oi First Class (JMFC) shall receive intimation from the hospitals in terms
Lrl'the guidelines referred above. The concemed Judicial Magistrate of First Class
(JMFC) shall also keep a proper record ol all such intimations received from the
hospitals.

ln case the life support is withdrawn the same shall also be intimated by the
Magistrate ro the High Court. The same shall be kept in a digital format by the
Registry of High Court apart from keeping the hard copy which shall be destroyed
atier the expiry ofthree years from the death ofthe patient.

These Practice Directions shall come into force immediately.

BY ORDER

(Arun Bhardwaj)
Registrar General

:ndst.No..5d3 - 538 /Rules/DHC/2026 Dated: 6 6 e-Lc

.,opy lbrwarded tbr information and necessary action Io:-

, 'fhe Principal District & Sessions Judge (HQ), Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi.

-1. The Prrncipal District & Sessions Judge, North-West District, Rohini Courts,

Delhi.
,i. The Principal District & Sessions Judge, South District, Saket Courts, New

Delhi.
,-1. The Principal District & Sessions Judge, South-West District, Dwarka Couns,

New Delhi.
i. The Principal District & Sessions Judge, North District, Rohini courts, Delhi.

i_.. -fhe 
Principal District & Sessions Judge, South-East District, Saket courts, Neu'

Delhi,
. lhe I)rincipal District & Sessions Judge, East District, Karkardooma courts,

I)elhi,
r The- Principal District & Sesslgns Judge, New Delhi District, Patiala House

Courts, New Delhi.



The Principal Distict & Sessions Judge, Shahdara Distriot, Karkardooma Courts.
Delhi.
The hincipal District & Sessions JudgeJ.{onh-East District. Karkardooma
Courts, Delhi. 5

The Principal District & Sessions Judge, West District, 'Iis Hazari Courts, Delhi
The Principal District & Sessions Judge-cum-Special Judge, CBI (PC Act).
Rouse Avenue Disrict Court Complex, New Delhi
Registar-cum-Sccretary to Hon'ble the Chief Justice.
All Regisran/OSDVJoint Regisran (Judicial).
Joint Registar-cum-P.A.to Registrar General. Dclhi High Court.
Private Secretaries to Hon'ble Judges for kind perusal ofTheir Lordships.
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