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Message

I am delighted to learn about the launch of the inaugural newsletter 'The Gavel', a periodic chronicle, for the

Bareilly judgeship as an effort to demonstrate rich past and present achievements of the judgeship.

The newsletter which aims to showcase the notable achievements and events within Bareilly's judgeship, by
disseminating relevant information and updates on a monthly basis, will undoubtedly bring out historic
background, memorable proceedings and functioning of the judgeship in public view, which is essential for
maintaining public trust in our legal system. The exchange of knowledge and best practices contributes to

the continuous improvement of our judicial processes.

I extend my sincere appreciation to the judges, court staff, and legal professionals whose commitment to
excellence has been instrumental in organizing and compiling the content of this publication. I am proud to

see the Bareilly judgeship preserving its esteemed traditions while striving for excellence.

I am confident that this monthly newsletter will serve as a valuable resource for members of the Bar, litigants

and other stakeholders associated with the District Judiciary.

My best wishes to all the members of the Bareilly judgeship as they continue their noble endeavors in the

pursuit of justice.

(Arun Bhansali)

1, Lal Bahadur Shashtri Marg, Prayagraj - 211 001

Telephone : 0581-2421730
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Date 22.03-24

Justice Ajit Kumar

It is indeed a matter of pleasure and pride both to see judgeship of Bareilly releasing its maiden chronicle
"The Gavel'. This work unfolds history of district judiciary and activities so far undertaken by judicial
officers there to ensure that justice reaches out to the most deprived ones and victims of delayed justice and

who have been lowest in the ladder waiting for justice.

This Chronicle in its periodical editions will definitely throw light upon the efforts being made by our
judicial officers thriving for a committed judiciary with an accountable, speedy and efficacious justice

delivery system.

District judiciary has no platform to speak about itself and now they will have an opportunity to showcase

their work and activities which largely affect local populace.

I extend my good wishes to all the judicial officers.

Administrative Judge, Bareilly




Vinod Kumar III District Judge
District Judge Bareilly
19.03.2024

Message

The Gavel is compiled with the good intention to help people and personnel who are serving this judicial
institution by way of imparting justice and making it accessible to the litigants.

Special care has been taken to make our glorious past as part of the edition by adding some oldest
judgements from from British Era and and presenting our stupendous present by introducing glimpses of
five new projects like Solar Power Plant of 200 k.w, Fire Fighting water and alarm system, Electric meter
room, Scanning and Digitization project of legacy of case records in the Bareilly Judgeship.

In this edition, learned readers will also come to know about the disposal of the cases by way of alternative
dispute redressal system during the year of 2023, functioning of Virtual Court (Traffic) including different
sessions of Continous Learning Programme to ease functioning of justice delivery system at the Bareilly
Judgeship.

I hope that it will prove to be a good series for all concerns, litigants, lawyers. I will be glad to have any query
or suggestions as feedback which will enlight our path to make it more clear.

I extend my sincere thanks to the Hon'ble Mr. Justice Ajit Kumar, the Administrative Judge of Bareilly
Judgeship for enlightening me and continuous guidance for the publication of this newsletter. And I also
express my heartfelt gratitude to Hon'ble Mr. Justice Arun Bhansali, Chief Justice of Allahabad High Court
for His kind blessings and motivation without which even the compilation of this newletter was not possible.

e

Vinod Kumar -I11

District and Sessions Judge

Atthe last, I express my thanks to all concern for their efforts.

Bareilly

THE GAVEL
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Editor’s Page

I feel highly privileged in presenting the inaugural issue of News Letter
‘The Gavel’ a Periodic Chronicle for the Bareilly Judgeship to its reader.

Our Justice Delivery System as in the past and also in the present times is
alive to the commitment for its goal. Needless to say, the primary goal is to impart t
justice up to the expectations of the litigant public. In this context the utilization of

mediation, Lok Adalat and A.D.R. methods in District Court is to facilitate efficient and amicable resolution
of disputes. For this purpose presently digitization of legal process such as E- filing, virtual hearing, virtual
courts etc. will certainly help the common litigants in delivery of Justice.

The inaugural issue of News Letter contains 13 contents starting with brief history of District
Bareilly along with list of District Judges from year 1877. It also contains oldest judgements of Bareilly
Judgeship of year 1929 in its original form as available in recrod room. It also comprises list of present
Judicial Officers posted in Bareilly Judgeship. The five projects namely Health Centre (Dispensary),
Underground Fire Fighting Water tank & Alarm System, Electric Meter Room, Solar Power Plant, Scanning
And Digitization Project of Legacy of Case Recrods inaugurated by Hon’ble The Administrative Judge of
Bareilly Judgeship also find place in News Letter. It also emphasizes on Constant Learning Programme
which is being held twice a week and Cluster Learning Programme for all Judicial Officers. It also focuses
on total pendency and disposal of old cases as well as disposal of cases in Lok Adalat for year 2023. News
Letter also consists of Articles on subjects like functioning of Virtual Court in district court Bareilly and Free
& Accessible Justice etc. Recent Hon’ble Supreme Court rulings of contemporary importance has also been
discussed in the News Letter.

I am highly obliged to Hon’ble Chief Justice, High Court of Judicature at Allahabad for encouraging
us, providing motivational and inspiring message and showering bleesings for the News Letter.

I am deeply indebted to Hon’ble Administrative Judge of Bareilly Judgeship who has always been a
source of guidance, inspiration and encouragement to us for publication of the first News Letter. He has also
blessed this inaugural News Letter by giving a message that it will serve as information for all the
stakeholders associated with the Bareilly Judgeship.

I also express my gratitude to Sri Vinod Kumar I1I, District Judge Bareilly, Sri Dev Raj Prasad Singh,
P.O. Commercial Court, Bareilly, Sri Brijendra Kumar Tyagi, P.O. LARRA, Bareilly, Sri Rajendra Prasad
Tripathi, Principal Judge, Family Court, Bareilly, Sri Kshitij Kumar Shrivastava, P.O. MACT, Bareilly,
President of Bareilly Bar Association as well as it’s members, all the distinguished memebrs of the Editorial
Board, all the judicial officers who have contributed their useful Article and provided full cooperation in
publication of News Letter.

I hope the first edition of News Letter will definitely be a valuable source for all the judicial officers,
litigants, member of Bar and all others who are associated with Bareilly Judgeship.

Hosen~olna B/&»%

Harendra Bahadur Singh
(Senior Editor)
A.D.J. -1, Bareilly
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INTRODUCTION

“It is better to be unique than to be best.”

-Justice A.K. Sikri.

Under the auspices and guidance of our Administrative Judge Hon'ble Mr.
Justice Ajit Kumar & seeking inspiration from his indefatigable spirit
accompanied with extremely profilic and cogent enunciation of ideas and
under the supervision of our respected District Judge Sir Mr. Vinod Kumar Il1, it
feels immense pride and pleasure to commence the publication of this first
newsletter of the Bareilly judgeship for the month of December 2023. This
pioneer edition seeks to promulgate the idea of elucidating the major
achievements of the Bareilly judgeship and highlighting recent events
organized therein. Thus, this newsletter aims to spread awareness, relevant
information and salient updates concerning the Bareilly judgeship on the

monthly basis.

This newsletter highlights matters pertaining to the achievements in Lokadalat,
disposal of oldest cases, upcoming new projects and strives to share
experiences regarding day to day working of the courts. Hoping for this novel
idea to thrive for a successful journey, here is the first edition of the newsletter

of the Bareilly judgeship for the month of December 2023.

—
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A GLIMPSE ON THE CITY AND ITS JUDGESHIP

The city of Bareilly was founded in 1537 by Basdeo, a Katehriya Rajpoot. The
city is mentioned in the histories for the first time by Badauni who has written
that one Hussain Quli Khan was appointed the governer of Bareilly & Sambhal
in 1568. The foundation of the modern city of Bareilly was laid by Mukrand Rai
in 1657. In 1658, Bareilly was made the headquarters of the Province of
Budaun. The Bareilly judgeship came into existence in the year 1866 as per
available documents in the Hon'ble District Judge's chamber, Mr. Henry V. Star
had the honor of being the first District Judge from the year 1866 to 1871.
There are four outline courts functioning at Aonla, Nawabganj, Faridpur and
Baheri, as sanctioned by the Hon'ble Allahabad High Court. There are a total
number of 53 judicial officers presently posted in the headquarters and
inclusive of the two officers in the outline courts under the auspices of our

District Judge respected Mr. Vinod Kumar ll.

There are a total number of 04 judicial officers in the family court of the Bareilly
judgeship under the leadership of Principal Judge, family court Mr. Rajendra
Prasad Tripathi. There is one Commercial Court One LAARA Court and Motor
Accident Claim Tribunal Court held by the presiding officers Shri Dev Raj Prasad

Singh, ShriBrijendra Kumar Tyagi and Shri Kshitij Kumar Srivastava respectively.

—
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List of District & Sessions Judges of Bareilly Judgeship

NAME FROM TO
1 WILLIAM TYRRELL 1877 1880
2 WILLIAM M. YOUNG 1880 1882
3 W.H. WEBB 1908 1910
4 T.B.TRACY 1883 1884
5 R.S. AIKMAN 1894 1894
6 J. SLADEN 1885 1886
7 HENRY V. STAR 1866 1871
8 GILBERT M. HONEY 1872 1876
9 E.O.E. LEGGATT 1905 1907
10 C.L.M. EALES 1899 1899
11 J.R. REDFERN 1887 1893
12 MR.D.A. JOHNSTON 1900 1900
13 E.J. KITTS 1895 1898
14 H.B.J. BATEMAN 1901 1904
15 F.E. TAYLOR 1911 1911
16 H. NELSON WRIGHT 1912 1916
17 H.E. HOLME 1917 1919
18 H. NELSON WRIGHT 1920 1925
19 P.C. PIOWDEN 1926 1931
20 G.O. ALEN 1932 1932
21 MAULVISHANSHUL HASAN 1933 1933
22 L.S. WHITE 1934 1934
23 A.H. GURNEY 1935 1936
24 I.B. MUNDLE 1937 1939
25 P.C. PLOWDN 11.12.1939 24.03.1942
26 R. GREGORY 1943 22.10.1945
27 K.N. WANCHOO 22.10.1945 15.02.1947
28 JAGAT NARYAN 31.03.1947 28.02.1950
29 B.N. NIGAM 25.03.1950 14.12.1950
30 D.S. MATHUR 25.01.1951 30.03.1955
31 G.M. FRANK AGARWAL 20.04.1955 28.05.1958
32 R. CHANDRA 01.06.1958 31.07.1960
33 T. RAMA BHADRAN 09.10.1960 30.01.1961
34 H.P. GUPTA 05.04.1961 31.12.1961
35 R.C. DUBEY 17.02.1962 04.08.1965
36 F.H. SHAH 05.08.1965 10.06.1969

3
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37 H.L. KAPOOR 11.06.1969 03.07.1970
38 ONKAR SINGH 11.07.1970 02.09.1972
39 MURLI DHAR 23.09.1972 06.08.1977
40 JDN SAHI 11.08.1977 16.04.1980
41 O.P. SAXENA 21.06.1980 14.04.1981
42 CHANDRA PRAKASH 09.05.1981 10.11.1982
43 S.N. HARKAULI 10.11.1982 30.04.1983
44 PRAHLAD NARAIN 21.05.1983 03.02.1984
45 J.P. AGARWAL 10.02.1984 20.03.1984
46 U.S. GUPTA 27.04.1984 05.04.1985
47 B.N. SRIVASTAVA 2004.1985 31.07.1986
48 S.R. BHARGAVA 05.08.1986 29.07.1987
49 H.C. SAXENA 24.11.1987 14.09.1989
50 K.C. BHARGAVA 14.09.1989 18.05.1990
51 K. NARAYAN 19.05.1990 06.07.1990
52 R.N. SIRCAR 28.07.1990 01.08.1992
53 B.K. SHARMA 02.08.1992 14.03.1995
54 B.K. RATHI 11.04.1995 21.01.1997
55 NASEEM UDDIN 22.01.1997 04.02.1999
56 M CHAUDHARY 08.03.1999 04.07.2002
57 G.P. SRIVASTAVA 23.07.2002 03.09.2004
58 K.N. SINGH 04.09.2004 16.08.2005
59 VED PAL 17.08.2005 05.11.2020
60 S.K. PANDEY 08.11.2005 31.01.2008
61 Y.K. SINGHAL 05.02.2008 31.01.2009
62 KALIM ULLAH KHAN 13.05.2009 04.09.2011
63 MUSHAFFEY AHMAD 17.09.2011 31.12.2011
64 MUKHTAR AHMAD 06.02.2012 18.02.2014
65 UMESH SINGH 20.02.2014 20.07.2015
66 A.K. SINGH 21.07.2015 31.07.2016
67 RAJA RAM SARO!J 06.08.2016 30.09.2017
68 RAJ BEER SINGH 03.11.2017 21.11.2018
69 AJAY TYAGI 28.112018 03.08.2019
70 ARUN KUMAR MISRA 06.8.2019 31.01.2020
71 SANJAY KUMAR PACHORI 04.02.2020 15.09.2020
72 SMT. RENU AGARWAL 23.09.2020 30.06.2022
73 VINOD KUMAR I 03.09.2022 Till Now
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The oldest record available in Record Room is Suit No. 27/1929, Maseet Khan
Vs. Wahid Yaar Khan filed in the Court of J.5.C.C. Bareilly. The record reveals that
the case was filed on date 06.08.1929 and order was pronounced in English
Language ondate 19.11.1929. Ascanned copy of orderis enclosed

below:
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The oldest record available in Record Room is Suit No. 26/1929, Ram Gulam Vs.
Roshan Lal filed in the Court of J.S.C.C. Bareilly. The record reveals that the case
was filed on date 09.08.1929 and order was pronounced in English Language
ondate 27.08.1929. Ascanned copy of orderis enclosed below:
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The oldest record available in Record Room is Execution No. 03/1931 related to
Suit No. 26/1929, Ram Gulam Vs. Roshan Lal filed in the Court of J.S.C.C.
Bareilly. The record reveals that the case was filed on date 09.01.1931 and

order was pronounced in Urdu Language on date 19.09.1931. A scanned copy
of orderis enclosed below:
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The oldest record available in Record Room is Suit No. 25/1929, Misc

Application No. 61/1932 Laxmi Narayan Vs Raghuvar Singh filed in the Court of
J.S.C.C. Bareilly. The record reveals that the case was filed on date 20.02.1932

and order was pronounced in Urdu Language on date 25.08.1932. A scanned

copy of orderisenclosed below:
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The oldest record available in Record Room is Suit No. 13/1949, Shekh Zameer
Ahmad Vs. Amar Nath filed in the Court of Civil Judge, Bareilly. The record
reveals that the case was filed on date 17.02.1949 and judgment was
pronounced in English on date 22.101954. A scanned copy of judgment is
enclosed below:
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10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24,
25.
26.

27.

THE GAVEL

LIST OF JUDICIAL OFFICERS POSTED IN

DISTRICT COURT, BAREILLY

NAME

SRI VINOD KUMAR-III

SRI HARENDRA BAHADUR SINGH
SRIANGAD PRASAD-II
SRIABDUL QUAIYUM
SRIAJAY KUMAR SHAHI

KM. AFSHAN

SRI RAM DAYAL

SRI RAKESH TRIPATHI

SMT. PRATIBHA SAXENA-I|

SRI SURESH KUMAR GUPTA
SRI PRAN VIJAY SINGH

SRI KUMAR MAYANK

SRI TABREZ AHMED
SRIARVIND KUMAR YADAV-II
SRI PASHUPATI NATH MISHRA
SRI HARI PRASAD

SRI KUMAR GAURAV

SRI ABHISHEK KUMAR CHATURVEDI
SRI HARI PRAKASH GUPTA
SRI GYANENDRA TRIPATHI
SRI DEVASHISH

SRI BRIJESH KUMAR YADAV
SRI NIRDOSH KUMAR

RAVI KUMAR DIWAKAR

SRI SATYA PRAKASH ARYA
SMT. ALKA PANDEY

SRI SAURABH KUMAR VERMA

26

DESIGNATION

District & Sessions Judge

Addl.

District & Sessions Judge

Spl. J. (SC/ST, Pev.of Atroci Act)

Addl.

District & Sessions Judge

Spl. Judge (E.C. Act)

Addl.

District & Sessions Judge

A.D.J. (POCSO)

Spl.Judge,Anti Corruption V.B.UPSEB

Addl.

District & Sessions Judge

Spl. J, Spl C.No 1 (Pre.Cor. Act)

Spl. J, Spl C.No 2 (Pre.Cor. Act)

Addl.
Addl.
Addl.
Addl.
Addl.
Addl.
Addl.
Addl.
Addl.
Addl.

Addl.

District & Sessions Judge
District & Sessions Judge
District & Sessions Judge
District & Sessions Judge
District & Sessions Judge
District & Sessions Judge
District & Sessions Judge
District & Sessions Judge
District & Sessions Judge
District & Sessions Judge, MP/MLA

District & Sessions Judge

A.D.J. (FTC)

A.D.J. (FTC)

Addl.

District & Sessions Judge, Secy., DLSA

Judge Small Causes Court

Chief Judicial Magistrate
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28.

20.

30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.

44,

45.

46.

47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.

53.

SMT. SHWETA YADAV-I

SRIASHUTOSH-II

SRI SURESH KUMAR DUBEY

SMT. JAYA PRIYADARSHINI

SMT. SADHANA KUMARI GUPTA

SRI VIVEK KUMAR SINGH-I
SRI DEVENDRA KUMAR-I
SRIANUBHAV KATIYAR
SRI VIMLESH SAROJ

SRI AVINASH KUMAR MISHRA
SMT. SHAMBHAVI-I

SMT. ANUPRIYA

SRI PARAS YADAV-|

SMT. SHWETA TIWARI

SRI AKASH GUPTA

SRI PRATYUSH PRAKASH

SRI VIJAY SHANKAR GAUTAM

SUSHRI MANJULA MISHRA

SRIAMARNATH

SMT. AROMA RAMAN PICESS
SRI PRASHANT

SUSHRI REKHA RAWAT

SRI DILIP KUMAR SAHANI
SUSHRI VIDISHABHUSHAN
SUSHRI SWATI VERMA-II

SMT. PRIYANKA ANJOR

27

Civil Judge (Senior Div.)

Addl. Chief Judicial Magistrate,

J.M. (Economic Offences)

Addl. Civil Judge (Sr.Div.)/ACJM.

Addl. Civil Judge (Sr.Div.)/ACJM.

Addl. Civil Judge (Sr.Div.)/ACJM.
A.C.J.M. (Railway)

Addl. Civil Judge (Sr.Div.)/ACJM.
A.C.J.M. (Railway)

Addl. Civil Judge (Sr.Div.)YACJM.

Addl. Civil Judge (Sr.Div.)YACJM.

Addl. Civil Judge (Sr.Div.)JACJM., MP/MLA
Civil Judge (Senior Div.)(FTC)

Civil Judge (Junior Div.) , (CITY)

Judicial Magistrate

Civil Judge (Junior Div.) , (HAWALI)
Judicial Magistrate

Civil Judge (Junior Div.) , J.M.
(Economic Offences) (At Baheri-Bareilly)
Addl. Civil Judge (Junior Div.)

Civil Judge (Junior Div.)

(At Nawabganj Bareilly)

Judicial Magistrate

Addl. Civil Judge (Junior Div.)

Addl. Civil Judge (Junior Div.)

Addl. Civil Judge (Junior Div.)

Civil Judge (Junior Div.) (At Aonla-Bareilly)
Civil Judge (Junior Div.)(FTC), V.C.

Civil Judge (Junior Div.)(FTC)
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Progress of Ongoing Infrastructure Development Projects of

District Court, Bareilly

Hon'ble The Administrative Judge of Bareilly Mr. Justice Ajit Kumar, High
Court of Judicature at Allahabad laid foundation stone of the construction of five
new projects on 25th November, 2023 including Health Centre (Dispensary),
Fire Fighting Underground Water tank, Electric Meter Room for enhancement
of power load of electricity and inaugurated 200 KW Solar Energy Power Plant
and Scanning & Digitization Project of Legacy Case Records Centre in presence
of the District Judge Bareilly, President of Bar Association Bareilly, all other
Judicial officers, representative of administration as well as all other members of
Bar and advocates.

1. Health Centre (Dispensary)- A budget of Rs. 32.26 lacs has been sanctioned
by the Government of Uttar Pradesh under Central Sponsered Scheme(CSS) for
its construction. It will be equipped with basic medical equipment and can
handle most common health problems. It will provide a range of medical
services including general check-ups. It will benefit Judicial officers, Court
empolyee, Members of Bar as well as Litigants. Health Centre (Dispensary)
work is under progress and its roof has been erected and it is expected to be
completed very soon.

2. Underground Fire Fighting Water tank & Alarm System- Its construction
capacity is 01 Lac Litre undergroud water tank. At the time of crisis the fire tank
can be used by firefiters to extinguish the fire. Total budget of Rs. 183.40 lacs has
been sanctioned by the Government of Uttar Pradesh for this project. Fire
Fighting Water tank work is also under progress.

3. Electric Meter Room - This room has been constructed with the objective to
increase the power load of 260 KW for smooth functioning of around 137 Air
Conditioners which are installed in District Judge as well as Addl. District Judge
Courts. Total budget of Rs. 5.43 lacs has been sanctioned by the Government of
Uttar Pradesh for its construction. Electric Meter Room work is also under
progress.

4. Solar Power Plant- A 200 KW capacity grid connected solar rooftop power
plant inaugurated by Hon'ble Administrative Judge is functioning smoothly. It is
arenewable and low-carbon source of energy. It will help in reducing electricity
bills as well as its maintenance cost is also very low. Total budget of Rs. 75.32
lacs has been sanctioned by the Government of Uttar Pradesh for this project.z

—
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5. Scanning and Digitization Project of Legacy of Case Records-

Digitization of record is also under progress and nearly about 900 decided files
are being scanned per day. Till December, 2023 around 11,531 decided files has
been scanned. Digitization of paper offers mulitple benefits to the court like as
follows:-

Efficiency: Digital records can be easily accessed and searched, saving time
compared to manual retrieval of paper records.

Space Saving: Digital files eliminate the need for physical storage space,
reducing costs associated with filing cabinets and freeing up office space.

Accessibility: Authorized individuals can access digital records remotely,
promoting collaboration and enabling quick decision-making.

Security: Digital records can be encrypted and protected with access controls,
enhancing data security and reducing the risk of unauthorized access.

Backup and Recovery: Automated backups ensure data integrity, and digital
records can be quickly restored in case of data loss or system failures.

Cost Savings: Over time, the cost of maintaining physical records, such as
printing, storage, and manual retrieval, can outweigh the initial investment in
digitalization.

Searchability: Digital records can be easily searched and indexed, allowing for
rapid retrieval of specific information, improving overall workflow efficiency.

Integration: Digital records can be seamlessly integrated into other digital
systems, facilitating better coordination between different departments or
functions.

Environmental Impact: Going digital reduces the need for paper, leading to
less environmental impact and promoting sustainability.

Compliance: Digital records often make it easier to comply with regulatory
requirements, as they allow for better tracking, auditing, and reporting.

—
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Development of Environment of Continuous I earing for
Judicial Officers and Staff in the Judgeship of Bareilly

‘Continuous Learning’ is about expanding your ability to learn by regularly
upgrading the skills and increasing the knowledge. Development of continuous
learning for Judicial Officers and Staff encompasses the creation of stress free
environment, capacity building and inter-personal relationship. Under the aegis
of Hon’ble High Court and the Hon’ble Supervisory Committee, JTRI the
Respected District and Sessions Judge, Bareilly, U.P. has vide his Administrative
order dated 13.10.2023 started the Sessions for development of environment of
continuous learning for Judicial Officers and Staff on every Tuesday and Friday
from 4:45pm to 6:00 O’clock.

Total of 19 Sessions for development of environment of continuous learing for
Judicial Officers and Staff have been successfully held till date. All the Judicial
Officers and Staff participated in various Sessions which dealt with topics like-
Nutrition, Art of wellness, Emotional Intelligence, Leadership Skills, Time
Management, Financial Management, Motivation, Latest Judgements, Budget of
Civil Court and Medical Re-embursement, Dress Code of Judicial Officers,
Etiquette and Manner, Experience Sharing regarding Dias holding and Stress
Management. All these topics have been exhaustively dealt by the Speakers, who
volunteered themselves or has been named by the respected District and Sessions
Judge, Bareilly.

All the Judicial Officers and Staff of Bareilly Judgeship with great eager seize this
opportunity to stay updated with legal developments and enhance their skills by
participating in these Sessions as they are aware that the pursuit of Justice is a

noble endeavour that requires continuous dedication, learing and horning the
skills.
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Cluster Training of Judicial Officer of
Bareilly Judgeship

Knowledge is ‘Power’ and it can be acquired by the facilities of training. It is
conceded that training can significantly upgrade the capability to perfom a duty.
It is all the more so in the case of Judicial Officers because sociology of law
requires acquiring new and added significance in the development of the society.
Therefore, their knowledge, skills and attitudes require to be sharpened
regularly.

The Hon’ble Administrative Judge Sir of Bareilly Judgeship has time and again
reiterated the need for continuing an on going programme of in-service training
for Judicial Officers.

The Respected District Judge Sir has vide his Administrative Order No.
696/2023 organised the Judicial Officers into four ‘Core Clusters’ or
‘Committees’ chaired by Senior Judicial Officers. It intends to provide a
conducive environment to all the Judicial Officers to engage in group
discussions, exchange ideas, discuss case studies or any other difficult situations
which the officer may face in their day to day life.

These week based training programme not only impart judicial education to
Judicial Officers, but also helps to develop required skills, encourgage dialogue
among Judges and create a culture of inter-disciplinary studies, which will help
in the overall personality development of the Officers.

Thus, the cluster training of Judicial Officers of Bareilly Judgeship, which
started from 19th December, 2023, is a very innovative and welcoming step for
all the officers of Bareilly Judgeship.
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NATIONAL AND SPECIAL LOK ADALATS HELD DURING THE YEAR - 2023

T Manonnl Lok Adalss acioss D0 conpiry  foc
nrennirsd ns per the arevisions of the Tepal Sevices Auchariries
Act, THEY renl wich Mitanal Tepul Services Aachoriey ol ok
Aclals ] Regolatars, 20605 in the Coors and Triborels, Poe e
wopd 2022 Lein Molmonal Lok Adalals s ekl n Boacilly
Juclzeship, Fhe staristical fizmees oF the dizposcd of cazss o the
“atiana® Dak Adzlaks are as omiler:-

MATIONAL LOK ADALAT 2021

DATE TAEREN DISPOSED SETTLEMENT
| IL.'L'EI:'.-E- CASES AMOUNT
: 11-412-2023 SETIRL FA LKL F A W T i
| 21132023 fvi2fd | Wi L liNE Sl
Q- -2 41521% 27208 St el A
0%-13.2023 daab] s 254043 T3] 20

Tatal MISLR5E 1015294 QS04 544
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MRATHKINAL |OK ADALAT DATFD 11-02-R025
SL. Ao, | Adame of Depaetment . Teken up D posed SelLlemenl Aol
1 Cistt acknindstration I 32 T8h IiL33 0
F |Canal inapistrate ' 14 14 1404
3 |5PTraffic . 31357 714 | 057000
4 |55P | &I1AR 5354 Q
5 Cansnnsr foram 1 ; F 17 2414 1{11
B |Consumesr furam ¥ | ¥ 7 24T4TR2
T |Laboar Court 13 33 14357302
B BOA 5 5 Q
3 |BA.NL 344 160 | 261735
10 [BANK A 1CKHI 135 13,1 1.00.000
11  |PreMatrimonial I:Hb:ﬂ! 10 3 i
12 |F-District Poal 1599015 158305 0.
Tutal:- 51l&53 HJ1484 103 T30
FMATIONAL LOK ADALAT DATED 11-D2-5023
SLNC. Cowrts hame | Taken Disposed  |Settl=ment Amout
1 FRALCT Caurt 0= 2aq AR EET=a 1
z Family Court 18 7B | 0
Tofal: 41F o | 1A
MROTHINAL LOK ADALAT DATED 11-02-5123
SLNo. | Cowrts Mg Taher  Disposed | Settlemsnt Ameunt
1 Semion Coert A G 115600
L Civil Court GE5 505 RoTE16T
L Criminal Court FI5EH 15842 BI5XEE0
TiHal:- FS016 1Ms 15447147
S Taken  Disposed |Settlerment Amount
i T0EL Z1938R | 79532547
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rATIOMNAL LOK ADALAT CATLD 23-05-2021

%1.Mn. | Mame o ODegariment Teken up Mi=pnsed Yertt lamerd Amceant
1 Enisn..ﬂl:lmh-lsmlm I 3ED 4058 1]
1 CMO TS 175570 i
i Canal magieirala il £l 100
i EE-F'Tr-:rIi-E Z17=34 Eig42 i%
L |ATG 17743 AN i
h 54K AqRD frA i
T Lormumarforami a4 13 JATIAIA
K | Corsumerstaram 2 13 K 21 05 h?
8 |Lebour Cour Z8 23 5334755
LT [N 5 L i
11  Magar Migam fhiS i (3
13 B.5%M.L _:-I-IE 174  #IENKD
13 |BANMK 15534 Iisd 10 82 MILEOD
11 ;E-r!-lrl:rl-:l poertal 41iF Bl i
Takal:- B3r024 | FR3I011 118G16345
PATHIMNGL LOK ADALAT DATED 21-05-2023
sha | Lewarbs Bame Taken i:ln.l:ll:liﬂlj S bt bt Anmouen
1 FelnT Lot S03 JEd EAEREE?
a | Famlky Curt L 111 g
T pit- q5E 3JE2 E0=GEFT
PLATHINA] LOE ADALAT DATED 21-05-A123
Sk | Corarts Hame Taken  |Dkposed hettlmend Amourt
i _ Euniien Lourl B dbd JEi00
I I:r.-ill:_u_n_nl: hed qiy S50
L Lriminal Coore TYB LR L, FEERTIL
Tertadk- g A2 2790 UL
laken |Doeposed |Settlemerdt Amount
Sulh Tral:- g !
22631 AGA653 1HGS 058
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FE&TIOMAL LOK S0ALST DATED S0-00-211k3
SL.Ma. | Namrs il Depariesnl Tuhanup (TR bt lim s Nl Adriiuind
1 Dz, admisdsbration dx311 2103 1
r I.rAL] 1Rd5k3 1t 2 da u
& |tennl mingicirats TS Thit}
i %P 1redic 11401 176037 112U 1K
o ATia T8 5% 145635 1]
b P g3z E294 | {1
7 |Conmsmer faram & 17 17 33303l
B Cunssmur furam 2 q 3 113B176
u [Labssur Courm 15 ' REHEST1
10 |BDA 5 5 0
11 |MNager Mipam 15T TS2E D
12X H.%0d.1 U i5E 123650
11 |HANK il 1373 13,3153, 1K1
14 |E Cistrict Labaun E424 7K I
13 JUPRLC.L 140 135 136400
Total:- q039e:  FRAITS 1570 raEL
RATICINGAL LK ANALAT QAT 094183071
u. K. Upurhs tame Taken LH s preeas1] SeEHement Arunt
1 PermaneT: Los Adsla 0 4 FAll1 29k
~z | Famwooun &7 & | 0
= Come2ncial Caum 1 T | 1qnx3ar
Todel:- 125 3 1X797433
REATIONAL LOK ADALST DATED o000 2123
W K. Uy wame Taken (0 TS SatH mrree ot Ampunt
1 seeenn Lourt kb 4T 2100y
z | OwiGoert 1881 1967 | ibazeais
3 Crimina Cout E3a5 19k 3gq0L0
Toxel:- 11lid2 (Tl T 11025316
suh Takal:. Teken  Disposed  Seglament Amaunt
415213 2r0ANE 1ACEL (A0
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MATIONAL LOK ADALAT DATED 09-12-2D23

| EL Muo. Meme ol Orzat—Ars | Teken up Clepimeed SrrHemenr AMoiET
|1 Uit Ad=inetmsdion FETEL mns | a
? g 0343 | 173620 u
4 Lwarmi maginiraba 11 13 12083
£ SR Trotli 1L RED ELEd ES 19800
r KD 137187 1537 1la3
B EEP qire 1114 n
T Cnreimer beram | 45 ET, ZhaI50
E Corcasnmr leram 2 q T L B R
& lahesdrr Coar T e SZELUD
1 [BLs i E 1]
11 |Magar Mgam =T 2 n
17 |ERmd 50 18z 145180
131 [BANK BAID E150 T 45,83,000
14 |r-Msirict | aGaur 8407 | day T
15 |UepiLL L ¥ (1]
| Qther Chases _ ] _ = 2,160,008
| Tadal:- | dX0adE | 240H83 100038613
N RATRIRAL LOK &0 Ay NATED B-12-2023
ELMa. Courts Mams faken  Disposed  |Settlement amount
1 Permanent Lok Adalat q 3 1000000
2 MALT Caurt 1A1 347 137131500
3 Famlty Court 121 70 a
4 Commrcial Cirl 22 14 11562131
T|;|_-I;|_l|_|:- 52E 435 1-"5355-5-3-1
- BN [ 1CEOE LK ARALAT DATED 09-12-2023 .
31N | Caurts Marna Taken  [aspased Settlement Amourt
1 sesmon Court IZ8 62b S5400
2 |  Chvill Ciomary 22EEA 1611 A0
4 Criminal Court 59g9 4500 15032 |
Total:- IROFL 20 Gl 7a2
' Taken |Disposed | Settlement Amount
Sub Total:- oe
| 449917 254045 256130935
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SPECIAL LOK ADALAT

THE GAVEL

1AL |
GATE TAKER CASES | DISPOSED CASES | SETTEEMENT A8 OUIRT
Se-UE-2u2s 170 Ly SIS (LR R
CE-0F-20235 £101 TN ERTRERTH W
TOTAL: L0 281 IR O
SREEITRATICHN
BATE TAKEM CASEE | DISPOSED CASES | SETTLEMENT ASOUNT |
15%=0E-2023 <3 g L2475
F1-N%-202% 115 45 100
PLIAL - 161 A S TS
Ml AL
[anIr TARERM CAsES | DISPOSED CASES | SETTREBAENT ABACHINT |
:_|.-.1.._[_||=.-_.1|115.: '.ﬁ-: L : -.-"f-:n-ﬂ |
TOTAL: LKL AL Sk E
LR s |
RATE TOEEM CASES | DISPOSER CASES | SETTLEMENT ABAUINT |
17-1%5-2125 e [ B BN T |
1=-0Z- 2023 T A EERTER K
TOTAL - I 314 LS T
PFEFTY NFFEMNCES
MATE TaEER CASES | QISPOSER CASER
CRE-UE-202s 933 ® [l
R QX-202s 1415 1l
100X 2023 1550 11421
12 D5 2023 1715 e
1= 052022 REl =JE
H-N5-2023 1524 319
_OE0s-pnRA 7S 274
oF-Nne-2ns1 0 0
R~ 15K sy
e1l-2023 1580 427
Ateii-20es LR I T |
1111 2023 Iy i
oS LE 2023 1015 A
oF-1x-2023 1105 E4E
_fearanral  gEd 137
TCITAL:- rarle 34945
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T2t faferes dar wiftrertuT, =8 fooeh & aaem™ o
3.0, Ty fafiren Sar UTieeRiur, dEq s & Moy |
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T TEHA THTTR WRIGUY, SReAT |
feias 13.07.2023
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et faferer Tar wrferesvoT, 8 fooet & daaeam= o
3. Ty faféres Qar wiferemr, eges: & ey o
TSre faferer Qe urferestoT, sRett g
TfgeTsti @ f&d HWITUT SR Wrarelt ATeiar Ud SHTsehar (9Tfer
T dgH GHTTT STEe, e |
feiar 21.07.2023
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T faferer war wiferentor, 8 oot
& dae o
3. A faferer Tar wfdrasor, s & v o
e fafirer Tar wrfereRtoT, sRel grRr
TfgeTatt o f&d WIRTUT S Wrarelt Wreiar Td SArTsehar 91fer
T TEHTA FHTT {0, e |
femieR 25.07.2023
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Virtual Court: New driveway to Criminal Dispensation of Justice
Tech-law or law & technology, interchangeably; a new
digital driven road to opening new Gates to New Legal
India through Virtual World #CyberSpace!
Exordium: The intersection of law and information and communication technology (ICT) has become our

day to day part of life. Nevertheless we are living, experiencing, connecting, advancing, pacing ease of
convenience, updating ourselves in every corner of our wellbeing round the nation and globally. Criminal
Justice System where it is an integral and intrinsic pillar of any democratic country whereby the rights of
citizens are not only being protected but servedwith justice by punishing the guilty person or the offender.
With the new emerging technologiesin the swathe of our prevalent society under the virtual/cyber space, the
PAN India eCourts project has paved the way to drive down the rapid accumulation & slow disposal rate of

pending cases which had heavily increased the burden on our Justice Dispensation system tremendously.
With the massive shift to digital/cyber space, advanced information and virtual communication worldwide;

the immense importance of ICT enabled courts rolled out in Justice Delivery System in Indian Judiciary. The
Courts at district and taluka level were computerised in stages in various states, digitalisation, eCourts
infrastructure fortified. The vision for overhaul transformation of Indian Judiciary under the eCourts project
based on the basis of the "National Policy and Action Plan for Implementation of Information and
Communication Technology (ICT) in the Indian Judiciary - 2005" submitted by eCommittee, Supreme
Court of India upto II phase was attained. Tech-Law driven road has not only become a significant and
indispensable part of Indian Judicial system but also has remarkably provided the law and ICT a new flying
wing for the efficient, effective litigants friendly and expeditious adjudication of large number pendency of

cases.
Instilling of Virtual Courts: Considering the PAN India eCourts vision, a novel concept of Virtual

Courts was brought forth in various states across the Nation by the Hon’ble eCommitte, Supreme
Court of India. The new Virtual Courts project visioned the full fledged advocates/litigants free
courts for the expeditious adjudication of cases through virtual mode. The proceeding of cases
entirely can be/done through online platform. The litigants/advocates need not to visit the court
physically. The project aimed to established those courts where the offences are trivial in nature,
where there may be proactive admission of guilt by the accused or proactive compliance of the cause
by the defendant on receipt of the summons/notices in form of SMS or other electronic modes and
such accused/defendant can be punished with the imposition/sentencing of fine only and can be as

disposed of accordingly. One such nature of petty offence is categorised, ‘the traffic echallans’.
In every state, the Magistrates Courts in every districts were heavily weighed down with the pendency of

traffic echallans issued to the violators of traffic rules and regulations by the traffic police officials. The
traffic echallans issued by the traffic police officials counts in large number taking from violating the traffic
lights to over speed violations, the pendency accruing from these echallans was laying down at the high rate
in the pendency of cases graph and thereby burdening the regular courts in all states. Hence, initially, the
concept of virtual courts project (at commissionerate level) vouched for traffic echallans cases and executed

in various states of Indian Judicial System including state of Uttar Pradesh among others.
With this incessant vision, in the state of Uttar Pradesh, initially the first 02 Virtual Courts(Traffic) were

flagged off by the Hon’ble High Court of Judicature at Allahabad in the presence of Hon’ble Chief Justice
of Allahabad High Court Justice Muneshwar Nath Bhandari in the year February 2021 in the Districts
of Allahabad and Gautam Buddha Nagar respectively. Thereafter, in the year November 2021, with the
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successful accomplishment of the Virtual Courts project, 08 new virtual courts at 08 districts viz; Agra,
Ghaziabad, Bareilly,

Lucknow, Faizabad, Kanpur Nagar, Varanasi and Gorakhpur were inaugurated vide dated November
1s, 2021 by the Hon’ble High Court of Judicature at Allahabad under the Chairmanship of Hon’ble Chief

Justice of India Justice D Y Chandrachud, Hon’ble Chairmen, eCommittee, Supreme Court of India.
Virtual Court(Traffic), Bareilly: With the inclusion of 08 new Virtual Courts(Traffic), the new

Virtual Court(Traffic), Bareilly covering Bareilly zone including the 08 districts namely; 1.
Bareilly, 2.Badaun, 3.Pilibhit, 4.Shahjahanpur,5. Morabadab, 6.Jyotibaphule Nagar, 7.Rampur,
8.Sambhal at Bareilly District was established and vide dated November 02, 2021 the functioning of
the new court came into operational. The traffic echallans received to the virtual courts cloud are
verified and allocated to the respective virtual courts. The new establishment of the Court traversed
through new challenges inter alia wrong registered mobile no, untracking of echallans, generating
the awareness among people. Several rounds up and virtual meeting held up in coordination with
various stakeholders for mitigating and achieving the successful objective and mission of this
eCourt PAN India Pilot Project.

Since its commencement, the Virtual Court (Traffic), Bareilly proceeded with the adjudication of more than

05 Lakh Pending echallans by the imposition of fines virtually for the violation of traffic rules or regulation

as per the Motor Vehicle Act, 1988, Motor Vehicle (Amendment) Act, 2019 and successfully

adjudicated/disposed off with 60175 pendency of echallans. The key

outlines of the Virtual Courts are summed up briefly as:

Brief features of Virtual Courts

» Allowing the complainant to file complaint/application virtually.

» Eliminated the presence of litigants and advocates. Litigant also need not visit the court for pleading
guilty and payment of the fine.

* Costeffective, Time saving.

» Speedy disposal of petty offence cases for instance; traffic echallans. Litigants centric.
Litigants/violators can access the details of echallans proceedings

through online portal vcourt.gov.in.

* Maintained the data base and fine register virtually and thereby reduced the physical working hours of
the Courts.

» Virtually delivery of legal services, on imposition of fine by the Judge, the violator receives an SMS as

summon on his registered mobile no. The offender/violator by visiting on online portal vcourt.gov.in
either may admit and proceed with the payment of fine as imposed upon him/her for the violations of
traffic rules under the Motor Vehicle Act or may contest the same for trial in regular courts. The shape of
summon: Eg “Traffic violations by your Vehicle No............... found actionable vide Challan

»

No........ Click https://vcourts.gov.in to see details and may pay fine of Rs......... .
* Released the overburden of Regular Courts with the huge pendency of echallans.
*  The violator/litigants can also access or review details of echallans issued by the traffic police

personnel’s through online traffic department service portal i.e; echallan.parivahan.gov.in.
* Over 7,02758 lakhs of pending echallans disposed of across the states of Uttar Pradesh since 02

November, 2021 and over 61 thousand of pending echallans were disposed off through Virtual
Court(Traffic), Bareilly at Bareilly District.
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Changes Required

>

Need to restructure the set modalities or mechanism for identification of caess to Lok Adalat and
disposal of echallans in Lok Adalats. Where a separate summons in form of SMS for the date of
National Adalat can be sent and may be proceeded accordingly.

> Need to enhance Real time status check viz; Updation of system software as to reflect the pending
status of paid echallan to “disposed” instantly or within a stipulated time after a due process.
> Need to enhance Proper synchronisation and integration of the concerned traffic echallan channels
with virtual court as to meet the objective/vision/due process of Virtual Court Project.
> Trial jurisdiction can be extended to Virtual Courts.
> Other petty offences may be infused for adjudication through Virtual Courts.
> SOPversion 2.0 be proposed for upgrading the Virtual Courts..
Way forward:
“Era of Indian Judiciary not just a foot stepping towards
Digitalisation rather the Artificial Intelligence(AlI) and
Machine Learning(ML) infusion is a way forward for turning
wheels of justice to tech-legal driven road coring #ONE
NATION_ONE TECH-LEGAL_ONE JUDICIARY!”
Thanking you!

Swati Verma

U.P. Judcial Services, 2018
(Civil Judge(J.D.)-UP3707
District &Session Court, Bareilly.
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Free and Accessible Justice
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India is a sovereign, socialist, secular democratic republic, having a living and organic Constitution
which essentially guarantees to all it's citizens socio-eco political justice, equality of status and of
opportunity and liberty. In order to ensure equality of Law and justice, it is not only sufficient that law
treats rich and poor equally, but it is also necessary that the poor or the disadvantaged person must be
in a position to get equal opportunity and equal protections of the laws enabling them to have easy
access to the court and to assert or enforce their rights properly and adequately in the system of
justice so that not only dejure but de facto equality before the law can be ensured, and equal justice
can be dispensed. Accessible and affordable justice has been enshrined in directive principles of

state policies under article 39(A).

Legal aid is an outcome of the emergence of the socio economic philosophy and welfare state. The
focus of legal aid is on distributive justice, effective implementation of welfare benefits and
elimination of social and structural discrimination against the poor, weak, disadvantaged people of
the society. In a developing democratic country like India, it is the constitutional obligation of the
state to provide legal aid to such poor and disadvantaged people. Free and accesible justice to the
poor and weak is necessary for the preservation of rule of law which is necessary for the existence of
the orderly society. Until and unless poor illiterate man is not legally assisted, he is denied equality in
the opportunity to seek justice. Therefore as a step towards making the legal service serve the poor
and the deprived; the judiciary has taken active interest in providing legal aid to the needy in the
recent past. Since the aim of the constitution is to provide justice to all and the directive principles are
in its integral part of the constitution, the constitution dictates that judiciary has duty to protect rights
of the poor as also society as a whole. The judiciary through its significant judicial interventions has
compelled as well as guided the legislature to come up with the suitable legislations to bring justice
to the doorsteps of the weakest sections of the society. Public Interest Litigation is one shining
example of how Indian judiciary has played the role of the vanguard of the rights of Indian citizens
especially the poor. It encouraged the public spirited people to seek justice for the poor. For that
Hon'ble Supreme Court relaxed procedure substantially. Apart from Public Interest Litigation and
judicial activism, there are reforms in the judicial process, where it aims to make justice cheap and
easy by introducing Lok Adalat system as a one of the methods to provide free legal aid and speedy

justice at the door steps of the poor.

The Concept of Free and Accessible Justice implies giving free legal services to the poor and needy
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who cannot afford the services of a lawyer for the conduct of a case or a legal proceeding in any court,
tribunal or before an authority. Legal Aid is the method adopted to ensure that no one is deprived of
professional advice and help because of lack of funds. Therefore, the main object is to provide equal
justice is to be made available to the poor, down trodden and weaker section of society. In this regard
Hon'ble Justice P.N. Bhagwati rightly observed that: The legal aid means providing an arrangement

in the society so that the

missionary of administration of justice becomes easily accessible and is not out of reach of those
who have to resort to it for enforcement of its given to them by law, the poor and illiterate should be
able to approach the courts and their ignorance and poverty should not be an impediment in the way
of their obtaining justice from the courts. Legal aid should be available to the poor and illiterate, who
don't have access to courts. One need not be a litigant to seek aid by means of legal aid. In Suk Das v.
Union Territory of Arunachal Pradesh, Hon'ble Justice P.N. Bhagwati, emphasized the need of the
creating the legal awareness. A Critical Evaluation to the poor as they do not know the their rights
more particularly right to free legal aid and further observed that in India most of the people are
living in rural areas are illiterates and are not aware of the rights conferred upon them by law. Even
literate people do not know what are their rights and entitlements under the law. It is this absence of
legal awareness they are not approaching a lawyer for consultation and advise. Moreover, because of
theirignorance and illiteracy, they cannot become self-reliant and they cannot even help themselves.
That is why promotion of legal literacy has always been recognized as one of the principal items of
the program of the legal aid movement in the country. I would say that even right to education would
not fulfill its real objective if education about legal entitlements is not made accessible to people and
our constitutional promise of bringing justice to the door stepsof the people would remain an
illusion. Therefore, legal aid is to be made available to the poor and needy by providing a system of

government funding for those who cannot afford the cost of litigation.

It's the positive contribution of Judiciary that Hon'le The Supreme Court of India made an emphatic
pronouncement regarding the rights of the poor and indigent in judgment of Hussainara Khatoon
where the petitioner brought to the notice of Hon'ble Supreme Court that most of the under trials

have already

under gone the punishment much more than what they would have got had they been convicted
without any delay. The delay was caused due to inability of the persons involved to engage a legal
counsel to defend them in the court and the main reason behind their inability was their poverty.
Thus, in this case Hon'ble Apex Court pointed out that Article 39-A emphasized that free legal
service was an inalienable element of reasonable, fair and just procedure and that the right to free

legal services was implicit in the guarantee of Article 21. Two years later, in the case of Khatri v.
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State of Bihar, the court answered the question the right to free legal aid to poor or indigent accused
who are incapable of engaging lawyers. It held that the state is constitutionally bound to provide such
aid not only at the stage of trial but also when they are first produced before the magistrate or
remanded from time to time and that such a right cannot be denied on the ground of financial
constraints or administrative inability or that the accused did not ask for it. Magistrates and Sessions
Judges must inform the accused of such rights. The right to free legal services is an essential
ingredient of reasonable, fair and just procedure for a person accused of an offence and it must be
held implicit in the guarantee of Article 21 and the State is under a constitutional mandate to provide
alawyer to an accused person if the circumstances of the case and the needs of justice so require. It is
a statutorily recognized public duty of each great branch of government to obey the rule of law and
uphold the tryst with the constitution by making rules to effectuate legislation meant to help the poor.
court-fee and refusal to apply the exemptive provisions of order XXXIII, CPC. The State cannot
avoid this obligation by pleading financial or administrative inability or that none of the aggrieved

prisoners asked for any legal aid.

Legal aid is not a charity or bounty, but is an obligation of the state and right of the citizens. The
prime object of the state should be equal justice for all. Thus, legal aid strives to ensure that the
constitutional pledge is fulfilled in its letter and spirit and equal justice is made available to the
downtrodden and weaker sections of the society. But in spite of the fact that free legal aid has been
held to be necessary adjunct of the rule of law the legal aid movement has not achieved its goal.
There is a wide gap between the goals set and met. The major obstacle to the legal aid movement in
India is the lack of legal awareness. People are still not aware of their basic rights due to which the
legal aid movement has not achieved its goal yet. It is the absence of legal awareness which leads to

exploitation and deprivation of rights and benefits of the poor.

National Legal Services Authority is the apex body constituted to lay down policies and principles
for making legal services and to frame most effective and economical schemes for legal services. In
every State a State Legal Services Authority is constituted to give effect to the policies and directions
of the Central Authority (NALSA) and to give legal services to the people and conduct Lok Adalats
inthe State.

To make justice easily accessible to all it is suggested that it is the need of the hour that the poor
illiterate people should be imparted with legal knowledge and should be educated on their basic
rights which should be done from the grass root level of the country. The judiciary should focus more
on Legal Aid because it is essential in this present scenario where gulf between haves and have-nots
isincreasing day by day. And elimination of social and structural discrimination against the poor will

be achieved when free Legal Aid is used as an important tool in bringing about distributive justice.
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There are number of precedents as well as legislations to up hold the right to free legal aid but they have just
proven to be a myth for the masses due to their ineffective implementation. Thus the need of the hour is that
one should need to focus on effective and proper implementation of the laws which are already in place
instead of passing new legislations to make legal aid in the country a reality instead of just a myth in the
minds of the countrymen. In providing free and accessible justice to the litigants, the Legal Aid institutions
at all level should use proper ADR methods so as to speed up the process of compromise between parties to
the case and with that matter will be settled without further appeal. Free Legal Services Authorities must be
provided with sufficient funds by the State because no one should be deprived of professional advice due to

lack of funds.
(Pratibha Saxena)
Additional District & Session Judge
Bareilly
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FASTER: Court & Way Ahead

In India, the movement for the Right to have fair access to the pivotal information within a

stipulated time period has been as vibrant in the hearts of marginalised people as it is in the pages
of academic journals and in the courts. Since Independence and after the framing of the Indian
Constitution, there have been several aspects which have been included within the ambit of Right
to Information. To name a few, Right to Shelter, Food & Knowledge are the heads which stand on
frontier. Article 21 enshrine ‘Right to Life and Personal Liberty’ are compendious term which
include within themselves variety of right and attributes. Some of them are also found in Article

19 and thus have two sources at the same time.

In the recent past, Honourable the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of India, has launched ‘Fast
& Secure Transmission of Electronic Records ‘FASTER”a software to transmit Court Orders
swiftly, securely through electronic mode. The said software would be used by the court officials
with an aim & objective to instantly send e-copies of the orders through a secured electronic
communication channel to the intended parties.After the launch of this Software by the
Honourable Chief Justice of India, it can be safely reliance with the fact that the principle “Justice
must not only be done, but must also be seen to be done” has been patently opted with in its true
spirit. Days of endless waiting to get a hard copy of a Court order is over. Now, all it takes for the
court to do is a soft tap of the ‘send’ button and, may be, a couple of blinks of the eye afterwards the
required orders will be available before the agitated ones.Considering the prevailing conditions of
Jail across the nation, the idea for a swift and abrupt software was the need of the hour from long
ago.

Being a learner of law, I fail to restrain myself from depicting the need for the origin of this
software. When we go back to the corridors of July, 2021, when the second wave of COVID-19
was almost knocking down, the Chief Justice of India, Hon’ble Justice N. V. Ramana came across
some news report regarding the non release of the prisoners from jail even after the courts are
granting them bail for various reasons prevailing from case to case. During that juncture, he also
witnessed about the news from Agra, Uttar Pradesh where several prisoners were forced to remain
behind the bars for three days even after the court granted them bail because of the fact that the

hard copies of the bail order had not reached the prison officials.
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Shocked by the brazen violation of the Fundamental Rights of Personal Liberty, Life and
Dignity of the prisoners, Hon’ble CJI had suo motu taken cognisance of the issue of delay in
delivery of court orders. The prevailing miserable affair of state transpired him to profess to
the extent that ‘Are we still looking at the skies for pigeons to deliver our orders in this era

of modern technology*.

This ‘FASTER’ software would not only communicate bail orders with the digital signature
of the Court officers and thus ensure privacy, safety and security amongst the masses but it
would also prove to be a pivotal step towards strengthening the ambit and aura of Right to
Life and Personal dignity enshrined under Article 21 of the Constitution of India. To know
about the little about FASTER, it is worth mentioning that total of 73 Nodal Officers have
been nominated at the High Court level to oversee the process. A judicial communication
network and 1,887 secure-pathway Email IDs have been established and the communication

will be restricted only to these concerned channels.

The aforesaid agenda of delay in release of the prisoners who are granted bail by the courts
recently came into limelight when Aaryan Khan, son of Bollywood Star Shahrukh Khan, was
forced to remain behind the bars for two days even after granting of bail by the concerned
court. As per the prevailing media reports, this happened because some paper work was not
completed within the stipulated time period as there was a paucity in the electric supply for
more than half an hour when the release memo was typed. Resultantly bail order was not
processed in time. When we deal with the strict compliance of rule and regulation, release of
a person from custody cannot be delayed even for an hour after his release order is signed but
inreality it is not practicably accountable on account of numerous counts. To name few of the

major pretext for this delay, the following agenda may be safely placed upon:

Over Burdening of Courts: Judges are often refereed as Pilot of cases and suits which are
pending in their respective court. In general, allotment of only three hundred files are
supposed be devised by a Judicial Officer. But in reality hardly any of the Judicial Officer are
piloting their court with this statistics. Delay in judicial appointments coupled with the
shortage of judicial officers are the major factor for this. In practical, it becomes a Herculean

task for the Judges to cope with and to manage all the files with full aptitude.
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Clerical Error: Even the Magistrate dictate the bail order and fix a fair surety, sometimes the
official staff used to commit any typographical and clerical error. Notwithstanding of this,
majority of the times, the said error are unintentional. Let it understand by an
illustration.Suppose the name of the accused which is printed on the application is Deepak
and if the Stenographer type the name as Dipak. In this situation both the names may stand to
be on correct footing. But if in the bail order, the second set of name i.e. Dipak is written then
the Jail authorities will take objection as to it and will refuse to release the accused owing to

specified rules and on security basis.

Amount of Bail Bond: In due course, few of the Magistrates set the bail amount on high
footing which resultantly becomes difficult for the accused to meet with. This factor
becomes a vital concern specially when the accused belongs to strapped and poor segment of

the society.

After considering the aforesaid contention, it can be safely reliance with the dictum that the
launch of this software FASTER an abbreviation of ‘Fast and Secured Transmission of
Electronic Records’ will palpably be of great benefit for the concerned stakeholders. As of
now, it is not clear that whether this software is targeted only upto the ambit of Supreme
Court Orders or for the entire Courts throughout this nation. Considering this view, even if
this software is not available and extended to the entire courts of this nation, this software
‘FASTER’ is going to stay for now and forever and will be made available to all the courts pf
this country in due course of time. In addition to this, in my humble opinion, the Magistrates
should consider the mandate of Hon’ble Apex Court laid down in Moti Ram v State of M.P.
[AIR 1978 SC 1594] while dealing with the ambit of bail bonds in bail applications. By these
words, I finally conclude my stand with a big gratitude and indebtedness to our Honourable
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court for putting this software into orbit for the concerned

stakeholders.

Shambhavi-I,
Additional Civil Judge(SD)/ACIM (MP/MLA),
Bareilly, Uttar Pradesh.
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Satyendra Antil Vis-A-Vis Personal Liberty

In the recent past, Her Excellency Smt. Droupadi Murmu, the President of India, made an
emotional appeal while expounding that many in India end up being in jail for years, for the
slightest of crimes, or even when wrongly framed. They have little recourse. According to
the available data of National Crime Records Bureau (N.C.R.B.), Globally, one in three
prisoners are undertrials. In India, three out of four, or about 77% of the total prison
population in 2021, were undertrial prisoners.

Being a learner of law, I failed to restrain myself from penning down my view about the
facets of the ruling Satender Kumar Antil v Central Bureau of Investigation in tune with
personal liberty of citizen(s) of this nation. There are several factors responsible for the
increasing number of under trail prisoners. To name a few; Unnecessary Arrest, Delay in
Investigation, Cumbersome affairs of Bail System, Destitute approach of Poor Clients stand
as frontier factors which contribute in increasing the number of under trail prisoners. The
Honourable Supreme Court interlude these discussions, stressed upon the importance of the
rule ‘Bail Over Jail’.

The Honourable Supreme Court [Herein after Referred As Court] by its Division Bench
comprising of Honourable Mr. Justice Sanjay Kishan Kaul & M.M. Sundresh, in the case of
Satender Kumar Antil v C.B.I. [Herein after Referred as Case] acknowledged that jails in
India are flooded with undertrial prisoners. The judgment of the Court in the above case
emphasised upon the procedure to be followed by courts in cases where the investigating
agency fails to arrest the accused person and thereupon filed its chargesheet. The Court in
little less than last two years, has delivered a series of three judgements attempting to answer
the query that Whether a person who has not been arrested by the investigation agency,
should be taken into custody by the court upon filing of chargesheet and his appearance in
such court? The recital of these three judgments are as under:

. Satender Kumar Antil vCBI (2021) 10 SCC 773, Dated 07.10.2021
(‘Antil-1°)

. Satender Kumar Antil vCBI 2021 SCC OnLine SC 3302, Dated
16.12.2021 (‘Antil-29)

. Satender Kumar Antil vCBI 2022 SCC OnLine SC 825, Dated
11.07.2022 (‘Antil-3°)

—
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In brief, the facts of the case runs as the Petitioner, Satender Kumar Antil, was named as a
chargesheeted accused by the Central Bureau of Investigation. The chargesheet was filed
after completion of the investigation and during the said period the petitioner was not
arrested. Afterwards, cognizance was taken by the respective Court in the absence of

accused person and thereafter court issued summon upon the concerned person with a view
to make him present in the court. However, the person opt not to make himself present in the
concerned court and bout to choose with the option of filling Anticipatory Bail Application.
The said anticipatory bail application was rejected and the court issued a non bailable
warrant against him for ensuring his presence. Ultimately, the matter travelled to Honourable
Supreme Court.

In its first interim order dated 28.07.2021, the Honourable Court prima-facie observed no
necessity to interfere with the ongoing events of this case at the trial court level. The
Honourable Court questioned the need for anticipatory bail for the petitioner as there should
not be any fear of being taken into custody and rather it was the petitioner himself who was
not appearing in the court. Thereupon, the petitioner highlighted the major lacuna before the
court and submitted that the system which is sought to be followed especially in the State of
Uttar Pradesh is that even if a person is not arrested during the investigation and charge
sheet has been filed.

Afterwards if he is sent to custody then it results in the curtailment of his personal liberty.

The Honourable Court in Antil-1 Ruling mainly laid down two guidelines to be adhered by
the Trial Courts before sending a Proposed Accused/Applicant to custody i.e.

(i) The person should not have been arrested during the investigation.

(ii) The person should have co-operated throughout the investigation including appearing
before the investigating officer whenever called for.

The Honourable Court further classified the offences into four
categories which are as follows:

1. Category A: Offences punishable with imprisonment of 7 years or

less not falling in categories B and D.
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2. Category B: Offences punishable with death, imprisonment for life, or imprisonment for
more than 7 years.

3. Category C: Offences punishable under special Acts containing stringent provisions for bail
like NDPS Act[S. 37], PMLA[S. 45], UAPA[S. 43D (5)], Companies Act[S.212(6)], etc.

4. Category D: Economic offences not covered by special Acts. Immediate after Antil-1
Judgement, the Honourable Court in little less than three months from the time of Antil-1
decision, further stressed upon the attributes and component of Bail fundamentally relying

upon the principle of Bail is the Rule and Jail is the Exception. The Honourable Court in Antil-2
decision held that the intent behind Antil-1 guidelines was to ease the process of bail and not to
restrict it. The guidelines do not impose additional fetters, rather, they intend to enlarge the
scope of bail. Merely by categorizing certain offences as economic offences (Category D)
which may be non-cognizable, no different meaning should be given to the Antil-1 order and if
during the course of investigation, there has been no cause to arrest the accused person, merely
the filing of chargesheet would not be an ipso facto cause to arrest him, an aspect already
clarified in the decision in the case of Siddharth v State of UP (2022) 1 SCC 676.

The Honourable Court in itsAntil-3 decision has reiterated the bail jurisprudence and also given
some clarifications regarding the various categories of offences. The Court also emphasised that
unnecessary arrests by the police authority are stumbling block in the delivery of free and fair

justice. These provisions are nevertheless endowed under Section 41 and 41A of Cr.P.C. and the
Court directed that the Investigating Agencies are duty bound to comply with the mandate of
Section 41 & 41A of Cr.P.C. The Honourable Court went on to direct that in case of any
dereliction of the aforesaid provision(s) by the Police Authorities, the Learned Magistrate

should brought it to the notice of higher authority. The Court also stated that
the aforesaid provision(s) should be adhered keeping in view the the
directions issued under Arnesh Kumar v. State of Bihar coupled with

Siddharth v State of U.P.
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VIEW POINT OF SATENDERANTIL RULING:-

° The Court(s) should satisfy themselves on compliance of Section 41 & 41A of Cr.P.C.
andin case of any non compliance, the accused (Proposed Accused) shall be entitle for

bail.

° The Provisions under Section 41 & 41A of the Code should be appraised keeping in view

the mandate and directions laid down in
Arnesh Kumarv State of Bihar & Siddharth v State of U.P.

° In Arnesh Kumar v State of Bihar (AIR 2014 SC 2756), the Honourable Supreme Court
emphasised upon Section 41 (1) (b)(i) & (ii).

The said provision is reproduced as under:

(1)  Any police officer may without an order from a Magistrate and without a warrant, arrest
any person (b) against whom a reasonable complaint has been made, or credible
information has been received, or a reasonable suspicion exists that he has committed a
cognizable offence punishable with imprisonment for a term which may be less than
seven years or which may extend to seven yearwhether with or without fine, if the

following conditions are satisfied, namely:

(i)  the police officer has reason to believe on the basis of such complaint, information, or

suspicion that such person has committed the said offence
(ii)  thepolice officer is satisfied that such arrest is necessary
(a)  toprevent such person from committing any further offence; or
(b)  for proper investigation of the offence; or

(c) to prevent such person from causing the evidence of the offence to disappear or

tampering with such evidence in any manner; or

(d) to prevent such person from making any inducement, threat or promise to any person
acquainted with the facts of the case so as to dissuade him from disclosing such facts to

the Court or to the police officer; or
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(e) as unless such person is arrested, his presence in the Court whenever required cannot be

ensured,and the police officer shall record while making such arrest, his reasons in writing.

The Honourable Court held that the police authority should explain and satisfy the
court about ‘Reasonable Complaint, Credible Information or Reasonable Suspicion’

mentioned under Section 41(1)(b)of the Code before asking for Custody.

The Proposed Accused is accredited with Bail if the Chargesheet is submitted before

the concerned Court and the offence is punishable with an imprisonment upto 7 years.

The Previous Point is not applicable in case of Section 41 (1) (a) of the Code i.e. who

commits, in the presence of a police officer, a cognizable offence.

The Above Point of Bail in the offences punishable upto 7 years is also not applicable

under the provisions enumerated under Special Acts.

The Honourable Supreme Court since its inception stressed upon the need of fair trial.
In light of fair trial, one of the most important attribute is about personal liberty of the citizen
of our great nation. For having the scope of liberty which has been enshrined under our
Constitution and even in the Preamble part of the Constitution, it is foremost required that the
the personal liberty of citizen should not be curtailed in any condition whatsoever. As
discussed in the above paragraph, in our nation, every three out of four prisoners are
undertrial prisoners. Considering this aspect, the Honourable Supreme Court directed crew
of directions which is now Law of Land by provision of Article 141 of the Constitution of
India. To the best of my little knowledge, the mandate enshrined under Satender Antil v CBI
can be best understood when it is placed together with Arnesh Kumar v State of Bihar &
Siddharth v State of UPrulings.

Pratyush Prakash,
Judicial Magistrate,
Bareilly, Uttar Pradesh.
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)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

)

(vi)

(vii)

(viii)

(ix)

(x)

Latest Criminal Rulings of Hon’ble Apex Court
Sukhpal Singh Khaira Vs State of Pubjab AIR 2023 Page-1
(Five Judges Bench)

Criminal P.C.(2 of 1974), S, 319- Power to summon additional accused- Exercise of -
Guidelines to be followed by competent Court- Explained.

If the competent court finds evidence or if application underSection 319 of CrPC is filed
regarding involvement of any other person in committing the offence based on evidence
recorded at any stage in the trial before passing of the order on acquittal or sentence, it shall
pause the trial at that stage.

The Court shall thereupon first decide the need or otherwise to summon the additional
accused and pass orders thereon.

If the decision of the court is to exercise the power under Section 319 of CrPC and summon
the accused, such summoning order shall be passed before proceeding further with the trial
in the main case.

If the summoning order of additional accused is passed, depending on the stage at which it is
passed, the Court shall also apply its mind to the fact as to whether such summoned accused
isto be tried along with the other accused or separately.

If the decision is for joint trial, the fresh trial shall be commenced only after securing the
presence of the summoned accused.

If the decision is that the summoned accused can be tried separately, on such order being
made, there will be no impediment for the Court to continue and conclude the trial against the
accused who were being proceeded with.

If the proceeding paused as in (i) above is in a case where the accused who were tried are to be
acquitted and the decision is that the summoned accused can be tried afresh separately, there
will be no impediment to pass the judgment of acquittal in the main case.

If the power is not invoked or exercised in the main trial till its conclusion and if there is a
split-up (bifurcated) case, the power under Section 319 of CrPC can be invoked or exercised
only if there is evidence to that effect, pointing to the involvement of the additional accused
to be summoned in the split up (bifurcated) trial.

If, after arguments are heard and the case is reserved for judgment the occasion arises for the
Court to invoke and exercise the power under Section 319 of CrPC, the appropriate course
for the court is to set it down for re-hearing.

On setting it down for re-hearing, the above laid down procedure to decide about
summoning; holding of joint trial or otherwise shall be decided and proceeded with
accordingly.
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(xi)  Eveninsuch a case, at that stage, if the decision is to summon additional accused and hold a
joint trial the trial shall be conducted afresh and de novo proceedings be held.

(xii) If, in that circumstance, the decision is to hold a separate trial in case of the summoned
accused as indicated earlier.

(a) The main case may be decided by pronouncing the conviction and sentance and then proceed
afresh against summoned accused.

(b) In the case of acquittal the order shall be passed to that effect in the main case and then
proceed afresh against summoned accused.

Zunaid Vs State of Uttar Pradesh AIR 2023 SC 4550
Protest Petition-Procedure to be followed:-

Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973; Section 173, 190, 200-On the receipt of the police report
under Section 173 Cr.P.C., the Magistrate can exercise three options - Firstly, he may decide that
there is no sufficient ground for proceeding further and drop action - Secondly, he may take
cognizance of the offence under Section 190(1)(b) on the basis of the police report and issue process
- Thirdly, he may take cognizance of the offence under Section 190(1) (a) on the basis of the original
complaint and proceed to examine upon oath the complainant and his witnesses under Section 200-
Even in a case where the final report of the police under Section 173 is accepted and the accused
persons are discharged, the Magistrate has the power to take cognizance of the offence on a
complaint or a Protest Petition on the same or similar allegations even after the acceptance of the
final report - Magistrate is not debarred from taking cognizance of a complaint merely on the ground
that earlier he had declined to take cognizance of the police report Magistrate while exercising his
judicial discretion has to apply his mind to the contents of the Protest Petition or the complaint as the
case may be.
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Latest Apex Court Law Rulings on Civil Law

Smt. Ved Kumari (Dead to LR) Dr. Vijay Agarwal vs Municipal Corporation of Delhi through
its commissions AIR 2023 SC 4145(detailed Judgment)

Order 21 Rule 97,101 CPC.

The executing Court could not have dismissed the execution petition by treating the decree to be

inexcutable merely on the basic that the decree holder has lost possession to a third party/eneroacher.

It this is allowed to happen, every J.D. who is in possession of the immoveable property till the
decree holders right and entitlement to enjoy the fruits of litigation and this may continue

indefinitely and no decree forimmovable property can be executed.
Hon'ble Apex Court Direction Speedy Disposal of Civil Cases.

Yashpal Jain Vs Sushila Devi and Others AIR 2023 SC 5652 as regards pendency of Civil Cases

due Hon'ble Apex Court issued certain direction to trial Courts for their speedy disposals:-
The following directions are issued:

(1). All courts at district and taluka levels shall ensure proper execution of the sum- mons and in a
time bound manner as pre- scribed under Order V Rule (2) of CPC and same shall be monitored by
Principal District Judges and after collating the statistics they shall forward the same to be placed

before the committee constituted by the High Court for its consideration and monitoring.

(ii).  All courts at District and Taluka level shall ensure that written statement is filed within the
prescribed limit namely as pre- scribed under Order VIII Rule 1 and prefer- ably within 30 days and
to assign reasons in writing as to why the time limit is being ex- tended beyond 30 days as indicated
under proviso to sub-Rule (1) of Order VIII of CPC.

(iii).  All courts at Districts and Talukas shall ensure after the pleadings are complete, the parties
should be called upon to appear on the day fixed as indicated in Order X and record the admissions
and denials and the court shall direct the parties to the suit to opt for either mode of the settlement
outside the the court as specified in sub-Section (1) of Section 89 and at the option of the parties shall
fix the date of appearance before such fo- rum or authority and in the event of the par- ties opting to
any one of the modes of settle ment directions be issued to appear on the date, time and venue fixed
and the parties shall so appear before such authority/form without any further notice at such desig
nated place and time and it shall also be made clear in the reference order that trial is fixed beyond the
period of two months making it clear that in the event of ADR not being fruitful, the trial would

commence on the next day so fixed and would proceed on day-to-day basis.
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(iv). Inthe event of the party's failure to opt for ADR namely resolution of dispute as pre- scribed
under Section 89(1) the court should frame the issues for its determination within one week

preferably, in the open court.

(v).  Fixing of the date of trial shall be in con- sultation with the learned advocates appear- ing for
the parties to enable them to adjust their calendar. Once the date of trial is fixed, the trial should

proceed accordingly to the extent possible, on day-to-day basis.

(vi). Learned trial judges of District and Taluka Courts shall as far as possible main- tain the diary
for ensuring that only such num- ber of cases as can be handled on any given day for trial and
complete the recording of evidence so as to avoid overcrowding of the cases and as a sequence of it
would result in adjournment being sought and thereby pre- venting any inconvenience being caused
to the stakeholders.

(vii). The counsels representing the parties may be enlightened of the provisions of Or- der XI and
Order XII so as to narrow down scope of dispute and it would be also the onerous responsibility of
the Bar Associations and Bar Councils to have periodical refresher courses and preferably by virtual

mode.

(viii). The trial courts shall scrupulously, meticulously and without fail comply with the provisions

of Rule I of Order XVII and once the trial and once the trial has commenced. It shall be proceeded
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