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THE RULES FOR ADMINISTRATION OF 
JUSTICE AND P ~ ~ I C E  IN NAGALAND 

(AMENDMENT) ACT, 1974 (7 OF 1974). 

(NAGALAND ACT NO. 7 OF 1974) 

(Received the Assent of the Pmidenr cr/ I t~do on the 8ff1 October, 
1974 ond pubjislrcd in the NaguIand Gazel[e em- Q r d i n q  &fed 

15tft Ocrrrber, 1974). 

An 
Act 

further to amend the Rules for Administration OF Justice and 
Police in Naga HUsDistrict, 1937 and rna~tcrs connected therewith: 
Be it enacted in the Twenty fifth year of thc Republic of India 
as follows : - 

I .  Short title, extent and cammencemest. 
- (I) This Act may be called the Rules for Administration of Justice 

and Policc in Nagaland (Amendment) Ast, 1974. 
(2) It extends to the whole of the Slate of Nagaland. 
(3) It shall come into force on such date as rhe Govcrnmenr may 

by aotitiution in the Nagaland Gazette appoint. 

2. Amendmmt of h e  title and extent of the Rules lor Admiaistratisn 
of Justice and Police in Naga Hills, 1937. I I 

(1) The Rules for Administration of Jus~ice and Police in Naga ! 
Hills District, 1937, hereinafter called as Principal Rdes shall 
henaforth be d e d  the "Rules far Administration of Justice 
and Police in Nagitland, 1937." 

(2) The Priucipal Rules shd exlcnd to all the districls of Nagdmd 
and For the words "Naga Hills Districts" wherever they oaur  
substicute the word "Nagaland" and for Lbe word "Assam" . 
substitute tbe word "Nagaland " except in case of 4ssam Rines. 

3. Change to  the Cude of Crimlntd Procedure, 1973 from the Code 
ol criminal P r ~ e d u r e  V of 1898. 

In the Principal Rules 
(a) for the word "Code of Criminal Procedure 11398" subslitua 

the words "Code of Criminal Proedure 1973" wherever they 
Occur. ! 



(h)  for the wards "Naga Hillst1 substitule the words "Kohima, 
Z Mokokchung, Tuensang, Wokha, Zunbeboto, Phek and Mon" 

whercver they occur. 

4. Amendment of rule 5. 
In the rule 5 of "the Principal Rule delete the sentence, "The 
Superintendent of Police, Naga Hills-Tuensang Area shall exercise 
the powers of lnspecror Cieneral in the h a  Hills". 

5. ~mendment of rule 14. 
In Rule 14 of the Principal Rules the following phrases shall be , 

deleted; 
(a) "pr 1hc sub-divisional office, Mokokchung so far as the 

Mokokchung sub-division is concerned" and 
(h) "or by Ihe Sub-divisional Officer, Mokokchung as far as the 

Mokokchung sub-division is  concerned subject to the approval 
in writing of the Deputy Commissioner':. 

6. Amehdment of rule 15. 
(1) In rule 15 (B) of the Principal Rules, delete the words "of 

the said dislricl" and the word 'bMokokchung". 
(2) Jn rule 15 (C) ofthc Principal Rules for the figurc '4' substitute 

thc figure '2'. 

7. Amendment o f  rule 16. 
In rule 16D of the Principal Rules for the words "Schedule V of 
1808 No. XXV" substitute the expression "Schedule I Form No. 
42". 

8. Repeal & Savings. 

( 1 )  All,uolificaliuus, Regulations and Orders issued to extend 
or to inforce the provisions of h e  Code of Criminal Procedure 
V of 1898 and Assam Frontier Admidistration of Justice 
Regulatiun f ui I945 are hcrcby repcalcd. -.. 

(2) Notwithstanding such repeal - if immediately belore the Gate 
on which this Act comes into force, there is any appeal, 
application, trial, inquiry or investigation pending, then such 
appeal, application, trial, inquiry or investigation shall be 
disposed of, continued, beld or made, as the case may be, 
in accordance with the provisions of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure, 1898, and the Assam Frontier Administration of 
Justice Regulation, 1955 a5 they were in force immediately 
heforc the commencement of this Acl as if this Act has not 
come inro force. 



THE RULES FOR ADMINISTRATION OF 
JUSTICE AND .POLICE IN NAGAUND (SECOND' 

AMENDMENT) ACT, 1982. 
(NACALAND A C T  NO. 4 OF 1983) 

(Received the assent of the President o/ Indin on I5 November; 1983) 

&I 

Act 

Further lo amend the R d a  for Admiubtratian of Justicc and 
Police in Nagaland, 1937. 
It is hereby enacted in the thirly third year of Rcpublic of India 
as follows : - 

1. Short title and cornmencement. 

(i) This act may be called the Rules for the Administration of 
Justice and Police (Second Amendment) Act, 1982. 

(ii) I1 shall cxtend 10 thc wliole of thc  Statc of Nagalafid. I 

1 (iii) 11 shall come inlo force at- once. 
2. The Rules 15, 17, 18, 19, 22(c), 22(d), 23, 24,-25, 26, 27, 28, j 

29, 31 and 38 of the Rules for Administration of Justice and 1 
Police in Nagalaad, 1937 the word "Dobhasis" shall bc inserted I 
and shall be deemcd to have bccn inserted with cffect from I 

1st December, 1%3 afrer thc words "headman of lebels" ! 

wherever the said words appear in the aforesaid Rules. 
3. The Foilowing shall be inserted after the Rule 15A of the 

Rules for Administration of Justice and Police in Nagdand, 
1937 as Rule 1SAA. 

"15A - The Dobhasis hence fornard shall try and decide such 
criminal w i e s  only as thcy he referred to them by the Deputy 
C:ornmissinner, Additional Depu~y G'ommissioner or Assislanl 10 
the Dcpuly Commissioner as the cast: may be." 
4. The fullowing sball be inscr~ed after Rulc 23 of thc Rulcs 

for Adrninjs~a!ion of Justice and Police in Nagaland, 1937 
as Rules 23A. 

"27~- Thc Dohhisis hcncc: forward shall try and decidc such 
civil caws clnIy ar may bc rcfcrrcd l o  lhcrn hy  he Deputy 
Comrnissiwer or Additional Depuly Commissioner or Assislanl - 

10 lhl: Deputy ~ommissioncr as the  caw may he." 



THE RULES FOR ADMlNlSTRATlON OF 
JUSTICE AND POLICE IN NAGALAND (THIRD 

AMENDMENT) ACT, 1984. 

(NAGALAND ACT NO. 1 OF 1987) 

(Received the mscnt of the Presidenr oJ India on 4th Murcl;, 11987) 

. Act 

Further to amend the Rules for Administration of Juslice and 
PoIice in Nagaland, 1937. 
It is hereby enacted in the thirty s h b  year of the Republic of 
India as IoIlows : - 

1.-Short title, extent and cornrnencernent 
{I) This Act may he called h e  Rules Tor the Admiaistration of 

Justice and Policc in Nagaiand (Third -Amendment) Act, 
1984. 

(2) $1 wends LO the whole of the Statc of Nagaland. 
(3) It shall come into force on such date & the State Oovernruc~~t 

may, by notilication in tbe official Gazette, appoint and 
different datcs may be appointed for different provisions of 
the Rules contained in this Act. 

Providcd {bat h e  State Government may apply thc provisions 
contained in Chapter 1V A of the Act or part thereof with such 
supplemcnral, incidental or consequential modifications as may 
bt: considered ~ ~ c c c s s q  and specified in the notifications issucd 
in thal behalf and published in ihe Official Gazette eithcr to the 
whole or any parr of the State of NagaJand al one time. 

2. The RuIes under the Head. 
"1 -Generalm shall be substituled by rhe fnllowing R ~ l e s  : - 

- I-GENERAL 

2. Definitions. 
In ~liesc Rules, unless thc context otherwise rcquire.~, 



, (a) "Custumary Courts" mcans and includcs Village Courts, 
~ubodinata District Customary Courts and District Cus- 
tomary Courts constituted under Chapter IVA of lhese Rulcs; 

(b) "Deputy Commkioner" in these Rules, except where the 
contrary appears from the context, includcs Additional, Ad- 
diiional Deputy Commkioaer, as and whcn appointed, and 
shall also include officers rlesignated as Deputy Cornmissi~ncr, 
(Judicial) and Additional Dcputy Commissioner (Judicial), 
as and when appointed to administer Criminal and Civil 
Justice under these Rules; 

(GI '"istml lo ~ h c  D~plrly Cummi~aiuncr" i r r  thcsc Rules shad 
mean and include officers appointed as such to exercise 
powers assigned under these Rulcs and shall also include 
Officers designated as Assistant to the DepuLy Commissioner 
(Judicial) as and wheu appointed, to administer Crlnhal and 
Civil JusBcl: udder lhese Rules; 

(d); "Governor" means the Governor of Nagdand; 
(e) "High Court" means the Gauhati High Court (High Court 

of Assam, Nagaland, Meghalaya, Manipur and Tripura); 

( f )  "Official G a c ~ t c "  means the Nagaland Gazette; , 

(g) "Notifica~ioo means notification published in the Official 
C; azette; 

(b) "Scheduled Tribe or Tribes" means such tribe or tribes as 
are specilied by order or orders made by the President of 
India and as may be modified by law made by Parliament 
from time to h e ,  in so far as ir relatcs lo thc State of 
Nagaland; 

(i) "Villagc" means and includes 3n area recopiscd as a 
Villagc by thc Sratc Government. 

(ii) Words and expressions appearing in the Rules and not 
defmed but defmed in the Indian Pcaal Codc, 1860, the 
Code of Cr'iminal Procedure, 1973, or the Code of Civil 
Procedwe, 1908 as Lbc case may be, have the same 
rncanings respcctivcly assigned in the said Acts, unlcss 
 he context otheksc  rcquires. 

3. Rule 2 OF Chapter 11. 

Police of the Principal Rules shaH be substituted by the following 
Rule.< renumbered as Rule 2A and Rule 2 3  : - 



2A. For thc purpose of this-chapter, the Deputy Cornmissi~ner 
shall include only the ~dditianal Deputy Commissioner. 

' 28 .  Tbc pdicc of the Statc of Nagaland s h d  consist of - -(a) 

Regular police force of the State and (b) Rural police, consisting 
of Mauzadars, Gaonburas, Chief, Hcadmen of Khels and  her 
village authorities rccagnised as such by  he Deputy Commissianer, 
with tbcir subordinate villago authorities. 

4. Rulal4 of the Principal Rules shall be subsliluted as follows : - 
(14)(1) All inhabilants of rhe State of Nagaland shall be bound 

to aid the regular police and the rural police when required 
to do so for the rnainteoadce of law and order or the 
apprehension OF offendcrs. Any person failing to do so shall 
bc liable to iine no1 exceeding Rs. 2501- for each such Iailure 
to bc adjudged by the Mauzadars, Gaonburas, Chiefs, Head- 
men of Xhels or other Chief Village authority or by tbe 
Deputy Commj~ioner, Additional Deputy Commissioner or 
such other officers as may be autborised by the State Govern- 
ment in that behalf. 

Provided [hat before imposition of say such f ~ c  the inbabitan~ 
concerned may be given an opportunity or being heard in person, 
if the circurnstmces so permit. 
(2) Ir it appears to tho Deputy Conimimioncr h a t  ~ h z  inhabitan~s 

of any par~icular arca are abetling thccomrnission of heinous 
offences or harbouring persons conccrnzd in the commission 
of such offences or are failing andfor neglecting LO render 
due assist-ace to apyreheud Lht: uffcnder or offenders w n - '  
ccrned with such offcnces or aresuppressing material evidence 
relating to the commission af such offcncs, the Deputy 
Commissioner after holding such summary enquiry in the 
rnatrcr as may be consicitred appropriatc and giving such 
opporlunity as may bc possible, under thc circumstances to 
the inhabitants concerned, may hpwc  mlkccive f i e  on thc 
inhabitants of the area far reason to be recorded in writing. 

Any ordcr imposing such collective frne shall be published in the 
Official Gaxctte and may also be brought ta the notice of the 
inhabitants concerned by such manaer as may be considered 
appropriate. 
(3) The Deputy Comcikianer or any officer empowered in this 

bchall by the State Government b~'~cncral or special order 
may cxernpt any inhabitant or class or section of such in- 



t habitmots from payment of anyportion of such fine imposed 
for reason to be recorded in writing. 

(4) Tbe Dcputy Commiwioner, after holding such enquiry as 
may be deemed necessary, shall apportion the collective fine 
imposed -amongst tbe inbabitanls liable for payment of such 
Fme taking into &ration the respective means of such 
inhabitants, and the portion of such ~Jlecfive f ine  payable 
by any inhabitant may be recovered in the same manner as 
provided in the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973, for realisa- 
tion of f i e  imposed on an offender as a sentence by the 
Court. 

Ill -CRIMINAL JUSTICE 

5. Rule 15 of the Principal Rules shall be substituted as follows :- 

15. CriminaI justice shall be ordinarily administered by the Deputy - 

Commissioncr, Additional Depuly Commissioner, Assistant 
to the Deputy Commissioner, Customary Courk constituted 
under Chapter TVA oC tht: Rules, Dubhasis and orbcr village 
authori~im as may be appointed by thc State Govcrnmcnt 
from time to t ime by Notification in the Official GWL~C. 

Pronded tbat the Govcrnrncnt d Nagaland shali have the powcr 
-to invest any officer of the State Government having judicial 
experience with, the powers of the Dcputy Commissioner for the 
trial of any particular criminal m e  or cases and the officer so 
inves~ed with the powers of the Dcputy Commissioner shall be 
designed as Deputy Commissioncr (Judicial) and shall exercise 
aU the powers oi h e  Deputy Commissioner is this behalf. 
Provided further that Assistants to the Deputy Commissiclncr 
appointed by'the State Governmenl to exercise powcrs under 
these Rules and pos~ed at any pIace to administer Criminal and ' 

Civil juslice under the rules exclusively shall be designated as 
kis tant s  to the Deputy Commissioner (Judicial). 

6. Rule 16(3) of the Rlncipnl Rules shall be substituted as follows:- 

16. The High Court or thc Dcpuly Commissioner may call lor 
the proceedings of any court subordinate to il or him and 
alter or reverse any order, reduce, enhance or cancel any 
senrence pmed or remand tbc case for re-trial but no offence 
shall be punished by a sentence exceeding that warranted by 
law. 



7. Cn Rule 168 o f  the Principal Rules the expressiou."(Namely 7 
days)" shall be substituted by the expression "(namely 15 days)". 

H, Rules 17, 17A, 28 and 19 of the Principal RuIes shall be deleted 
and Rules 20 to 21D shall be renumbered as Rules 17, 18, 19, 
20,21A and 216. 

9. Clausc (c) and (d) of the Principal Rule 22 shall be deleted 
and edsling douse (e) or the Principal Rule 22 shall be renum- 
bered as clause (c). 

10. A New Rule 22C shalI be inserted after Rule 22B of the Principal 
Rules:. 

"22C. Whenever it is made to appear to thu State Government 
in the Dcpartmcnt of Law and Jnsticc or any oficcr of thc sdd 
Department autborised in this behalf eiiher on the report of any 
court fir on the application of a party inkrested or on irs own 
initiative that it is expedient tor the ends of justice that any 
particular case or appcal be transferred from one criminal court 
in a district to another court in a different district in thr: State 
oFNagaland it may pass such order transferring the case or appeal 
as the case may be niter giving opporlunity of showing cause in 
writing before making of such order". 

11. A new Rule, 22 D shall be inserted in the 'hiocipl Rules aner 
Rule 22C:- 

"22D.(1) The Depuly Commissioner, ~ddit ional  Deputy Com- 
missioner, Assistanl tn thc Deputy C~~in i s s ione r  and 
Dabhasis shall no1 try criminal cases lriablc: by the 
Customary Courts after Chapter IVA of the Rules has 
been made applicable to any area and Customary Courts 
thereunder are constituted for that area. 

Provided that any appeal, application for trial pending before the 
edorccment of the p r t s ~ n t  Amendmenl Act or enforce men^ 01' 

chaplcr IVA in any area shall be cootinucd and disposed or as 
if chapler IVA had [lot cornc into forcc. 

(2) Cases triable by the Customary Courts, as and when 
scnt up to the Court of the. Deputy Commissioncr or 
any OF his Assislants, shall be rransfcrred lo such Cus- 
tomary Courts by which thc cases are lriable at thr: 
initial stage before taking cognizance of the wse or 
mses". 



12. The chapter UW-CML RULE" sball be -named as C M L  
' JUSTlCEq'. 

13. Rule 23 o i  the Princlpd Rules shall substituted as to1Iows:- 
23.'The Administradon of Civil Justice in the State of Nagdand 
is entrusted to the Deduty Commissioner, Additional Deputy 
Commissioner, AssistaPt to the Deputy Conmkioner, Customary 
Courts constituted under chapter IVA of the Rdes, Dobhasis 
and other village auhorities may be appointed by the State 
Government from time 10 time by Nofiation in the official 
Gazette. 
Provided that tbe Government of Nagaland shall be empowered 

, to invest any aficer of the State Government having judicial 
experience with the powers of the Deputy Commissioner for the 
trial of any particular civil case or ases  and the oficer so hvesced 
with the powers of the Deputy Commis4oner shall be designated 
as Deputy Commissioner (Judicial) and shall exercise all t h e  - 

powers of Che Deputy Commissioner in this behalf. 

14. Rules 24 to 29 of the hhclpal Ru1e.s shall be deleted. 
IS. After Rule 23 the fallowing Rules shall be inserted as Rule 24: 

24 (1) : Every civil suit or action under this chapter shall be 
presented in court by filing a plaint whicb shall contain 
the fallowing particulars:- 
(a) the name of the court in which the suit or action is 

brought; 
(b) the name and plact: of residence of the plainm, 
(c) the name and pIace-of residence oC the defeodanl, 

so far as they can be ascertained; 
- (d) whether the plaintiff or defendant is a &or or a 

person ol unsound mind a statement to that effect; 
(e) the brief facts necessitating tbe Elling of the suit or 

action and when it arose; 

If) the fads showing that the court has jurisdiction; 
(g) the relief which Cbc plaintiff cIaims. , 

(2) The defendant s b d  on the date frxed or within such 
time as the court may permit present a written statemen1 
bf his  defenoe. 

(3) On perusal of the plaint andthewritten statemeotfded, 
the court sball aswrtain upon what material proposition 



of fact or law the. parties are at variance and s h d  
thereupon frame issues of fact and law, of which the 
right, decision of the casc appears to dcpend. 

16. The following Rules shall be inserled afler Rule 24 as Rule 25: 
"25 (1) :The court after recording of evidence that may bc 

addumd by ihc parties and after hearing arguments in 
the case, shall pronounce judgment eithcf at once or, 
as soon thercarter on a date irxed For the purpose, 

(2) In  he judgment so pronounced, thc court shall stale its 
finding or decision, with rhe rcasons therefore on all 
issuw framcd, unless thc f ind ine  upon onc or marc of 
the issues is sulficient for the decision, of the suit or 
action." 

17. 'Rute 30, of the Principal Rules shall be re-numbered as Rule 
26. 

18. 'Rule 31, of the PrincCpaI Rules shall be delefed. 

19 'Rules 32 and 33 of the Principal. Rules shall be renumbered 
as Rules 27 and 28. 

20. Rule 34 of the Principal Rule shall be substituted as foltows 
and numbered as Rule 29. 

"29. (1) An appeal shall lie Lo thc Deputy Curnmissic~ner agalnsL 
the decision of any of his Assistants and to the High 
Court against the original decision of the Depuly Com- 
missioner, if the valuc of the suit be Rs. 5001- or over, 
or of right, to or pussession or imrnuvahlr. properly : 

Pruvidzd thal a pctition of appeal accumpanied by a cnpy of t hc 
order appcalcd against and hy a clcslr statcrncnt of the grounds 
of appeal bc filed wilhin 30 days frnm Ihc date of dccisiun, 
cxctuding Lhc lime required [or obtaining a copy nf  he decision: 
Provided furlher, that rhe appcal may bc adrnilrtd altcr rhe 
alurcsaid period oC31) days ilthe appcllanr satisfied  he Appellate 
Cluur~ that Iic has suflicicnt causz Ior not prcfcrring the appeal 
within such period. 

2 An appeal which lies to ~ h c  High Court may be przsen~ed 
LO thc Deputy Commissioner, who shall if it be in order 
and prcsen~cd in due tinrc, endorse upon i~ the clatr. of 
rcccipt and tr;lnsmi~ i k  with thc  rccords of-the cilst: 11.1 

thl: High Cuurt. 



(3) The decree of rbc Appellate Courr s h d  be transferred 
to tHe courl passing the original order for execution as 
a decrer, uf its own." 

21. After Rule 29 the lollowing Rules shall be inserted as Rule 30. 

"30. The Deputy Commissioner in disposing of an appeal under 
the RuIcs, may allow such evidencc or document to be produced 
or witness to be cmmiaerl, if cunsidcrcd uecessaq for the cads 
of justice after recording of reasons for its admissjon." 

22. Aner Rule 30 the iollouing Rule shall be inserted as Rule 31. 
"31.(1) Thc Deputy Commi~sioncr affw h c h g  the parties to 

the appeal or thcir Advocates shall pronounce judgment 
in open court, either at once or as soon thereafter, as 
may be possiblc on dace fixed for rhc purpose. 

(2) The judgrmenl passed on appeal by the DepuLy Com- 
missioner shall contain thc points lor  he determination, 
the decisions thereon Ihz reason lor the decision and 
the relief to which Lhc appellant is en~itlcd in a cast: 
where the dccision appealed againsl is rcvcrsed or 
varied." 

23. After Rule 31 following Rule shall be inserted as Rule32. 
"32.The High Court or rhe Deputy Commissioner may, un ail 

application by [he aggrieved party or otherwise call for thc 
procecdiags ol  any case decidcd by any officer subordinate 
to him and pass such order as may be deemed fit : 

Provided that the party aggrieved may move such appiicaljon 
only alter availing o l  remedy by way of appeal, if any, provided 
undcr the Rules againsr such dccision." 

24. Rule 34 of the Principal Rules shall be deleted. 

25. After Rule 32 the following Rules shall be inserted as Rule 33. 

33. Whenever it is madc lo appear to ~ h c  Stalc Government in 
thc Dapnrtmo111 ul Law and Justice or any Officer of thc 
said Dcprmenr authorised in this behalf either on the report 
of any court, or on the applica~ioa of a party intercstcd, or 
on its own initiarive that it is expedient for the ends of juaicc 
t h a ~  any particular case or appeal be transferred from zuiy 
courl in district 10 another court in a different district in thc: 
State uf Nagilaad i t  may pass such order transferring the 



case or appeal as the case may be, alter giving opportunity 
of showing cause in writing beforc making of such order." 

26. Rules 35 and 36 of the Principal Rul& sball be renumbered as 
Rules, 34 & 35. 

27. Rule 37 ot the Principal Rule sball be' deleted, 

27A. After Rule 35 the tollowing Rule shall be inserted as Rule 3% 
"35 A. The Deputy Commissioner, Additional Deputy Commis- 
sioncr and Assistant to the Deputy Commissioner shall not try 
and dccidc civil suits and cases triable by the Customary Courts 
a l ~ e r  Chapter IVA of the Rules has been made applicable to any 
arco or areas and Customary Courts thereunder are constituted 
fur that area or areas : 
Provided that any appeal, suits or civil cases pending before the 
cnfnrccrncnt of b e  present Amendment Act or cnforccmcnt of 
Chrptcr IVA in any area, shall be continued and'disposed of, as 
iT Chapter IVA had no1 come into force." 

OFFENCE & PENALTY 

28. Rule 38 of tbe Prinri* Rules shall be deleted and the following 
Rule shall be inserted as Rule 36. 
"M. Whocvcr not bring authorircd under the Rules, hears or 
dispclws of any suit, c a s ~ u r  dispurt;, imposm-fine or penaI~y or ! 
rcalisc any fecs for the disposal of such suits, cases or dispute, I 

! 
%hall hc punishable witb imprisonment of cither descriptioo for i 
;I lorm no1 exceedbig s k  months or with fine not cxceeding Rs. 
SfH)/- or holh." 1 

29. Wulta 31A and 311B shal be re-numbered as Rules 37 and 38. 

311. A new Chapter 'IVA - Customary Courts shalI be inserted amr 
Rule 38 and befort 39 vf the Principal Rules. 

"IVA- CUSTOMARY COURTS" 
(L'on~~i~ulion oT C'c~urls) 

3'1. Thcrc shall hc thtcc claascs or Clusrr,mary Cnurts as spccificd 
I~clow, in ~hr:  Shlc or N;lb'aland 10 f ~ c  utjn.+rilutcd by thc Srarc 
I;~~vcrnmcnt Tt)r thc lrial or suits and caws hcclwccn thc 
partics all of.whorn hclnng 10 a Scheduled Trihc: or Trihcs 
with prbwcrs and jurisdiclitln rncnlir~neci in this Chaptcr. 



(ii) Subordinate District Cuslomary Courts, 
(iii) District customary Courts. 

(i) VlLLAGE COURB 

40. (1) There shall be a Village Couri for cach rillage. 

(2) Each Village Court shall be composed af members of 
the Village Council constituted under the Nagaland 
Village and Area Councils Act, 1978 (Nagaland Act yo.  
1 of 1979) including ~aonburasand h g s  of ~hr:  respective 
village : 

Provided that in"'Ao area" membcrso€~h~tmdiiianalIy estahlishcd 
d a g c  ins~ituriorls like Putu Menden and rccognised as Village 
Council under thc afor-d Act and the Gaonburas shall constit utc 
a village court. 

(3) Tbere- shall be a Chairman and a Secrzlary of tach 
village caurr. Provided that a sitting member of any 
Arca Councils under the Nagaland Villngc and Arcs 
C~uncils Act, 1978 shall no1 be' en~jrled 1t.r be a Chairman 
of any Village Courc. 

(4) The Chairman oft he Village Council under the Nagaland 
Village and Area Councils Act, 1975 shall bc rht: Chair- 
man of  the Cuurl. The Secrclary of the Village Cour~ 
shall bc seIec[ed and appointed by rhc Villast C:ourr 

, from arnongsl [he Members u l  the Village hurt. 

Provided that the village inhahited hy persons helunging l o  Sema, 
Konyak or any othet Tribe or Tribcs having hereditatyChiefs/An@ 
by custom or inhabited by majority of any of such Tribes ~ h c  
Chairman of such~VilIage Court shall he Ihe hrrrdi~ary Ohicf of 
sucl~ village. 

(51 REMOVAL OF CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS 
OF ANY MLLAGE COURT 

T h e  Stale ( iovcroment having givcn ;rn c~pporluniry 10 rxplain. 
may rcrntllz rhc Chairman any Mco1hr.r of any Villitgr Claur~ if 
lic is peaistenlly urni~tinp or rziusing iu carry ilut or disthcyins 
thc prnvisiuns ul' [his Ac! and ~ h c  Rulrs made 111urr.unrlcr or ;m. 
I;iwful order issucd ~licrrundcr or he ccascs LO residc: within his 
own village area con~inuousty filr a period of miirc. ~hrrn twclvc 
n~clnlhs or hr  hccornc.4 o~hcrwisc in~-q)i~hlc t~f; tcri i tg  or i3 Jcc-k~rrrd 



insolvent or convicted by a C'rimind Court for any offeocc invohhg 
moral ~urpitude : 
41. (1) Thc quorum of the Villagc Court constituted under Rde 

40 shall be by a majority of the totaI nurnbcr nf members 
of the Village Court. 

(2) The Secretary of the Village Court shall record the 
proceedw of the Cour~. 

(3) The jurisdiction of a Village Court shall axtcnd to the 
hearing and (rial of suits and cases arising withiin the 

- ~erritorial limits of the Village. 

Iii) SUBORDINATE DISTRICT CUSTOMARY COURTS 

42. (1) Tbere shall be Subordinate Distric~ Customary Court 
at places to be notified by rhe State Government. 

(2) (a) Each Subordinate Dkrrict Customary Court shall 
conskt of an O f h x  having judicial experience to 
be appointed by the Slate Governmen1 and desig- 
nated as Presiding Olficcr of (ha1 C'uurtiuid otller 
membcrs; not less than 4 and not more than 6 lo 
be sklecied for any particular case by ~ h c  Presiding 
Offificer horn a panel of names of mem bcrs appointcd 
by the State Government and included in a List 
prepared, maintained and duly notificd for each 
Subordinate Discrict Customary Court : 

Provided that thc State Government, may horn time to timc, 
include or omit name or names of members from Ihe said panel 
in Lhe same manncr a may be considcred necessary : 

Provided Furthcr thal any sitting member of any Area Council 
under Nasaland (Ad No. I v l I979 )  shdl nnt hc cligihle to bc 
a member of the Subordinate Dislric~ CnsLomary Court. 

(b) In appointing members of  he Subordinate District 
Customary Court, for inclusion of their names in 
the panel earlier refcrrcd to, due co~~sideration shall 
hc given to persons having knowlcdgc of ihc tribal 
customs ,and usages prcvalenl in thc area and cx- 
pcrience in trial of carts according lo customs and 
usages prcvalenr in thc area. 



(c) The Presiding Officer so appointed, shall preside 
I over the courtBnd shall also act as recorder of  he 

court. 
(3) The territorial jurisdiction of cach Subordinate Di5tric~ 

Customary Court shaU be such, as may bc notfied by 
the Statc Govcrnmenf in thal behali. The Dcputy Com- 
missioner of [he concerned Districl will provide Subor- 
diante Dislrict Customary Courr with such ministerial 
stdf as may be considered necessary with the approval 
of the State Government. 

43. The jurisdiction of the Subordinate District Customary Court 
sbaU extcnd to suits and cases arising within the territorial 
jurisdiction or the said court betwccn parties residing within 
thc jurisdiclion of different villa~c courts thereunder, cases 
which arc not triable by the Village Courts and cases involving 
disputes between villages falling within the tcrritorid juris- 
diction of the said court. 

(iii) DISTRICT CUSTOMARY COURTS 

4. (2) There s h d  be one- ~ i s v i c t  ~ust'omary Court for each 
District. Each District Customary Court shall consisrs 
of one Presiding O5cer, and 2 otber members 4 0  be 
selected for any particular case by the -said Presiding 
Officer from a panel of names-of members appointed , 1 
by thestate ~iovernmc~laf id includedin the tist prepared, 
maintained and duly notified for each District Customary 
Court. 

(2) No person s h d  be qualiFied for appointment as Presiding 
Off~ficer of the District Customary COWL unless he has 
sufficient knowledge of tribal customs md usages 
prevalent in thc district and has expcricnw in the trial 
of suits and cases in accordance with laws and rules in 
lorce in the State : 

Provided that a sitting member of any Area Council under 
Nagaland Act No. 1 of 1979 shall not be entitled to'bold Office 
of the Presiding Officer of Disbict Customary Court. 

(3) The District Customary Court wili ordinariIy sit in the 
district headquarter. Thc court may also sit at any other 
plam or places within the district whenever it is con- 
sidered n c m a r y  in the interest of justice. In such a 



case, a lour programme of Lbe wwt shall be submitted 
one week in advance to the Deputy Commissioner of 
the concerned District. 

(I) VILLAGE COURTS 
(Powers of Courts) 

45. A village courts shall try suit< and .cases of the following 
nature : - 
(a) Cases of Civil and MisceUaneous -nature falling within 

the purview of the village or tribal laws and customs : 
Provided that if any immovable property is in dispute, tbe propercy 
must be situated within the jurisdiction of the village court and 
is all other cases all the parties must reside or hold land within 
such jurisdiction. 

(b) Criminal cases falling witbin the puniew of tribal laws, 
customs and offenus of theft, pilferin& mischief, trespass, 
assault, hurt, d r a y  of whatever kind;drunkenes or 
disorderly brawling, public nuisance and a s e s  of wrong- 
ful restraint and such ofiences occur within che juris- 
diction of the Village Court. 

46. (1) A village Court shall not be competent to pass aaentence 
of imprisonment in any aiminal case. It shall bave power 
to impose a fine for any offence it is competent to try, 
upto a limit or Rs. 5901- (Rupees Five hundred). It may 
'also award payment in resliturion or compensation 10. 
the +wed or injured party in aaordana with the 
customary law. 

(2) - In a civil case a Village Court shall bave power to award 
costs as also compensation to those against whom m- 
founded or vexa~ious sui~s or cases have been insriruted 
before .the court. 

(3) b he fbcs and paymen& impased and ordered under 
Sub rules (1) and (2) may be enbred by diitrain of 
the property of the affender. 

47. A ViUagc Cowt shall have power to order attendance of thc 
awwcd and the wilnesses to be examined in the case and 
t u impilse rr line not exceeding Rs. 1W- (R upee.5 o n d ~ u n d m d )  
(111 any person wilEully lniling Irr attend when so ordered or 
commir for contempt' of such Courr. 



48. Lf a person on whom a h e  under Rule 47 above has been 
. imposed by a village Court, fails to deposit the mount at 

once or withb such time as may be allowed, tbe Village 
Cour~ shall praceed to realise the tine imposed in such manner 
as it may'deem fit. 

49. Where a ViUage Couit 2 af opinion that the sentenee it is 
competent to pass is insufficient in the"eircumstancej of the 
cases, it shall without delay refer the case to the wmpetent 
court, and that court shall disposed of the u c p .  in accordance 
with these Rules. 

50. A Subordinate District Customary Court shall exercise such 
powers in aimioal cases, not exceeding those of a ~agistrate 
Sewnd Class as defmed in the Code of C m a l  Procedure, 
1973 as may be invested by the State Government. 

51. (1) A Subordinate District customary Caurt s h d  be wm- 
petent &o try all civil cases not triable by Village Court 
in which all the partics rcside or bold land within its 
jurisdiction and if any immovable properw is in dispute, 
the said property is also situated within ,the said juris. 
diction. 

(2) A Subordinate District Customary Court shaU try such 
criminal bses committed within its juridiction which 
are not triable by the ViUage Court and are mentioned 
in ~e Schedule-I appended hereto and ases  referred 
to il by thc village court under Rule 49 of L ~ G  Rules. 

52. Whenever there is any likeboad of breacb of the peace or 
whenever 'any person accused of any offence icrvolving a 
breach of thc peace, or of abetting the same or any person 
accused of comrnitiing criminal intimidation is convicted of 
such an offence by any Customav Court and such court is 
of opinion [hat i t  is necessary ro require such person to 
execute'a bond for keeping the pea% the matter shall be 
referred LO the Deputy Commissioner who take necessary 
action in accordance with law. 

53. In case where in thc opinion of a Customary Court &ere is 
sufficient gouod for proceeding under Section 44 of the 
Code of Criminal Pracedufe, f9i3 and immediate prevention 
or speedy remedy is desuable, such courl shall refer the 



matter to thc Deputy Commissioner who shall on sucli ref- 
erence being made to him, take such action as he considers 
necessary under thc said section. 

54. Whenevcr n Customary Court is salisfitd thar a dispurc is 
likely to causc a breach of thc peace exists, concerning any 
land or water or the boundaries thereof within the local limib 
of ik local juridiclion, such courl shall rcfcr the matter to 
the Deputy Commjssioncr and the Deputy Commissioner 
wbcnever such a refcrcnce is made to him, shall lake such 
action as he considers ncccssary under the law. 

(IIJ) DISTRICT CUSTOMARY COURTS 

55. (1) The District Customary Court shall be ~ h c  court of 
appeal as against decisions' of Lhe ~Gbordinatc District 
Cuslomary Courts and Village Courts in sui~s and cases 
both civil and criminill dccidcd by thc said courts. 

(2) The District Customary Court may also try suils and 
cases triable by the Subordinate Districi Customary 
Courts, as abd whcn occasion arises. 

56. 'I'he District Customary Court io trying criminal cases as an 
original court shall cxcrcise such powers noL exceeding lhosc 
of a Magistrate First Class as delined in thc Code of Criminal 
Pro~dure,  1973 as may bc invested with by the Sjatc Govrrn- 
meat. The District Cuslomary Court may also award payment 
in restitution or compensation to the aggrieved or to the 
injured parry in accardance with Customary Law. 

57. (1) The District Customary Court afLer hearing parlies to 
tbe appcal shall pronounce judgement ia apcn court, 
cither at oncc or as soon thereafter, as may be possible 
on a dale to be f ~ e d  for the purpose. 

(2) Thc judeement passed on a p ~ e a l  hy thc District Cus- 
tomary Court s b d  contain the points for determination 
and the decisions thereon with reasons [hereof. 

(3) Tbe District Customary Court in disposing of an appeal 
may allow such evidence or documcnt to bc produccd 
or witness to be examined, as considered ncccssary far 
r l ~ c  ends of justice. 

58. Whenever it is made to appear to rhe Dis~rict L'ustomary 
Courl, un applicarion made or othenvisc, that it  is expedient 
Tor the ends of justice that any particular suit or case bc 



transferrcd from one Subordinate District Customary Cuurt 
to anothcr Subordinate-District Customary Court within the 
same! district or any case pending before any Subordinate 
Court within [he District or any case pending bcfore any 
Subordinate Court wivlthin [he disrricl be lranslcrrcd to i ts 
own court, t l ~ e  District Customary Court may piiss order 
[ransferring such cases recording brief reasons for the order 
passcd. 

59. The State Govcrnrnent may direct an appeal lo be presentcd 
lo the District Customary Court against an order n1 acqailtial 
passed by any Subordinate District Customary Court or 
Vllagc Court and such an appeal sball be prescnled within 
a period uf 90 (ninety) days ham the date of order O F  acquittal 
cxcluding the t h e  needed for obtaining a copy of the ordcr 
appealed against. 

(PROCEDURE) 
(i) Village Courls 

60. (1) A Village Court shall try all suits and cases following 
the cusroms rind wages applicable in deciding such suits 
and wses. 

(2) A Village Courl shall try and decide all suits and casts 
after hcaring thc parties and their witness, if any, and 
shall pronounce its dccision forthwith. The decision of 
thc majority of thl: members present shall be Ihc decision 
of the Village Court : 

Provided thar rhe Chairman presiding olrer the  court shall have 
a cas~ing votc in thc evcni of thcre bcing a tie. 

(3) Except where the Village Courl othenvise dccides only 
verbal notice is required to be givcn by the Village Court 
to the parties to any suit or casc and their wituessm. 

(4) A Village Court may decidc any suit or &se ex-parly, 
if  it is satisfied that the other party remains abscnt 
wilfully. 

(5) Thc proceedings of  he Villa9e Court in any suit or as1: 
shall be recordcd in writing. 

61. A Village Court may carry out irs dccision ar oncc and order 
attachment of property br. made, subjcct to thc provisions of 
Rule 27 or the Rules, but in no case property so atlached 



be sold if the party concerned c~aiuL9 to prefer an appeal 
before the Appellate Court under the Rules. - @) Subordinate Dis tricl Customary Court 

and District Customary Court 

62'(1) The prmdure of che Subordinate District Customary 
Court and the District Chstomaq Court id Criminals 
Cases shall be in the spirit of tbe Code of Criminal 
Procedure, as far as possible consistent with the Rules. 

(2) The District Customary Court and tbe Subordinale 
District Customary COUI in deciding civil suits and 
cases shall follow the c'ustoms and usages applicabIe to 
such su i ts  and cases and shall adjudicata all such suits 
and cases according to justice, equity, good conscience 
and the customs and usages applicable. 

(3) The District Customary Court and the Subardinate 
District Customary Court shalI Follow in matters of 
procedure the spirit of the Code of Civil Procedure in 
matters not cavered by cllstoms and usagcs followed 
in the district. ' 

(4) It shall be discretionary for thc District Cust~mary Court 
and theSubordinate District C'ustomm Cnurt to examine 
witnesses on oath in any form, or 'to warn them that 
they liable to the punishment for perjury, if tbey state 
that which they know to be false. 

(5) Summons of any person residing oukidc thc District QT 

the State of Nagalaad or on any person not belonging 
to any scheduled tribe shall be issued through the Deputy 
Commissioner of the Districl. 

(6) Thc procccdiogs including examination ofwihess in the 
District Customary Court ilnd thc Subordinate Disrricr 
Customary Court shall bc generally in English. 

63. The Customary Courts shall maintain such registers and 
records in respect of suits and wscs rdiled in such courrs as 
may be directed by the Swtc Government from time to time. 

(APPEAL REVISION) 

64. (1)  An appeal shall lie to the Dislric~ Customary Court 
against the conviction andscntenct passed in any criminal 



m e  by the Subordinate District Customary Court or 
the Village Court. Aii such appeals must be presented 

r 
vGithin sixty days from the date of the order appealed 
against excluding the time taken in obtahing copy of 
the order : 

Provided that the Appellate Courl may condone the delay and 
admit the appeal presented beyond the prescribed time, on being 
satisfied that thcre was sufficient cause for not presenting the 
-appeal in timc. 

(2) An appeal shall lie to the District Customary Court 
against the dccisiba of thc Subordinate District Cus- 
tomary Court or Village Cwrt in suits or cases decided 
under these rules. All such appeals shall be presented 
within ninety days horn the date of the order appealed 
against excluding the time taken iu obtaining copy of 
the order : 

Provided that the Appellate Court may condone the delay and 
admit tbe appeal preseated beyond the prescribed time on being 
satisfied, that there was sufficient cause lor not presenting the 
appeal in time. 

(3) All ordcrs passed by the District Customary Court uader 
thc Rules in Chapter IVA shall be final. , 

(EXECUTION OF SENTENCE AND DECISION IN SUITS 
AND CASES) 

65. The Customary Courts in executing sentence passed shall 
follow thc spirit of the Code of Criminal Proctdurc, 1973 
and in executing such sentences, services of the regular Police 
force as may be required, shall be provided to-such Court 
on due inlimation to the ~u~erjntcndcnt of Police of h e  
District. 

66. (1) The Customary Courts io executing decisions rendered 
in civil sujh and cases shall fUow the spiril of the 
Code tlf Civil Procedure in chat regard. Provided that 
houses, needful clothing, mokiug utensils or implements, 
may not be attached, sold or transferred in execution 
of such decisions unless themselves the subject of the 
suit or case. Land maybe sold or temporarilytransfemed 
in zxccutiun uf such dccisi~n only whcn customs and 
usages prevalcnl in h e  area of the district so permit. 



(2) There shaU be no imprisonment for d c b ~  excepting cases 
where the customary court is satislicd that iiaudulent 
disposal or concealment of property has takcn place 
and in sucb cases thc dcbtor may bc detained for a 
period nat c~ceeding three months. 

(3) Tbe decision passcd on appeal io civil cascs shall' bc 
sent to the original court far execution. 

67. (1) . The State C;overnnicn( may, from lime to rime, make 
rulcs for the purpose of giving effect to the provisions 
of Chapter IVA of the Rulcs. 

(2) In particular and without prejudice 10 the generality of 
[he inregoing pbwcr, silch Rules may provide for all or 
any of the ~oUowing matters, namely - 
(a) The time and places of silting of customary courts. 

I 
(b) Dctdcd qualif~cations andlor disquidiGcations for 

bcing appointed as the Presiding Oficer and mem- 
bcrs o€ Customary C'ourLs. 

(c) Fur~hcr prr~ccdure, if any, 10 bc foUowcd lor trial 
of cascs in the customary courts. 

(d) The terms of ofice, salaries and allowances, iE any, 
lo be paid to the Chairman, Members and other 
ollict; bearers of t he  Cusrornary. Courts. 

(3) Every rule madc under these rdes shalI be laid as soon 
as maybl: a f ~ c r  it is made, beforc the Nagalanrl Legdative ! 
Assembly whilc il is in Session and if before the expiry 
of ~ h c  Scssion io which it is so faid io the session 
inimcdiatcly following the Nagaland Legidalive Assemb- 
ly agrcc in making any m~dificniion in the rule or the 
Nagaland Legislative Assembly aagrcc [hat the rule shouId 
not be madc, Ihc rule shall the~eaftcr have effect only 
in such modiiicd Form or be of no effect as the case 
may be, so however, t ha t  any such modification or  
annulment shall be without prejudice to the validity of 
anything previously done under that rule. 

(4) All rules made shall bc published in the Ollicial Gazet~e.  

68. "On and [rom the date of coming inlo Corcc of the presenl 
Ameodrnent Acl ar~d tl~c enfurcenlent OI thr; Chapter IVA 
of the Rules in m y  arca of the statc, thc: provisions contained 
in Sectio~l 14, Scciion 33(2) and any olller provisions of thc 



Nagaland Village and Area Councils Acr, 1978 (Nagaland 
Act No. I of 1979, and the relevanr Rules framcd thereunder 
conferring powers of administration of juslicc to the Village 
Council or any other autharity or hody, shaIl stand repealed 
to that extent in such area or areas." 

69. Rule 39 of thc Principal Rules under the Head "V-Arms and 
Amnlunitions" shall bc nurnbercd as Fkrle 69. 



RULES FOR THE ADMINJSTRATION OF 
' JUSTICE AND POLICE IN NAGALAND (FOURTH 

AMENDMENT) ACT, f 987 

(THE NAGALAND ACT NO. 5 OF 1987) 

(Received the asscrlf of the Governor of Napland on 2nd April, 
1987 and published in rite Nagaiund Garerte &raordirtary dated 

27th April, 1987) 

Act. 

Further to amend the Rules for the Administrarion or Justice 
and Policc in Nagdand 1937. 
11 is hereby enacted in [he thirty eighth year of  he Rcpublic or 
India as fallows : 

1. Short title, extent and commencement : 

(I) This Act may be caIled the Rules for the Admioisrration of 
Justice and Police in Nagaland (Fourth Amendment) Act, 
1987. 

(2) It  extends to the whole State of Nagaland. 
(3) It shall mmt: into lurce at once. 

Amendment of Section 2 of the Rules for the Administration of 
Justice and Police ih Nagaland 1973 hereinafter referred to as 
Principal Rules : 

2. In the Principal Rulcs as amended by the Rules for the 
Administration of Jus~ice and Police in Nagdand -(Third 
Amendment) Act, 19<W, the following shall be substituted in 
sccdon 2 namely. 

(a) In section 2 (1) thc words "this Acr" shail hc suhs~itulcd 
by the words thcsc "rulcs". 

(b) In  seclion 2 (1) (a) the word "Acr" shall he suhs~ i~u lcd  
by the words "these Rules". 
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