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- HIGH COURT OF HIMACHAL PRADESH'.AT‘ SHIMI.A-171001

No. HHC/Rules/VC/Dist.Jud./2025 . Dated:18.08.2025

~ NOTIFICATION

VIDEO CONFERENCING RULES -

N OBject-and Reasons . - ,

Whereas, .in order to avoid délay in judicial proceedin'g' due to noh- 4
availability of parties, advocates, witnesses and accused physically, it is

expedient to formalize and enable use of electronic communication and

other audio-video electronic means for the purpose of conducting trial,

.inquiry and proceedmg ‘under the Bharatiya Nagarlk Suraksha Sanhita,

2023 (No. 46 of 2023)

Whereas, the BNSS under section 54, 63, 64, 70, 71, 94, 154, 183,

187, 193, 209, 227, 230, 231,251, 254, 262, 265, 266, 308, 310, 316, 336,

355, 356, 392, and 530 recogmzes use of audio-video electronic means .
and other forms of electronic communication. for different proceedings.

* Whereas, Section 530 of the Bharatiya Nagarik'Sur'aksha Sanhita,
2023 (BNSS) prOVides that all trials, inquiries and proceedings under this -
Sanhita, including examination of complainant and witnesses, recording of
evidence in inquiries and trials and all appellate proceedings or any other
proceeding, may be ‘held in electronic mode, by use of electromc
commumcatlon or use of audm video electronlc means.
}

Whereas there is no restn'ction’ on civil courts in ‘using -video

conferencing facilities in conducting trial.

Whereas, the District Judiciary in Himachal Pradesh has been

- using- video conferencing facilities for conducting inquiries and trials in
civil as well as criminal proceedings. =

In exercise of the powers conferred by Amcle 227 of the .

o Constltunon of India, and all other enabling sections of the Bharatiya

Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023 (No. 46 of 2023) audio- Vldeo electronic

' Commumcatmn for Dlstnct Courts, namely
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CHAPTER- |

PRELIMINARY

~ Short title, Application and Commencement. -

These Rules shall be called "The District Courts of Himachal

Pradesh for the Use of Electronic Communication and Audio-

Video Electronic Means Rules, 2025".

They shall apply to the district courts of Himachal Pradesh, and
to all judicial, departmental and mediation proceedmgs in
pending cases.

They shall come into force from the date of the1r publication in the
Official Gazette.

2. Definitions.-

(1) In these Rules, unless the context otherwise requires, -
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(8)
-+ which court proceedings are held;

My

()

"Advocate" means and include an advocate entered in any roll
maintained under the provisions of the Advocates Act, 1961 and
shall for the purpose of these rules, include prosecuting officers
and governmient pleaders;

"Advecate's remote point" means a place from where an-advocate
or advocates may appear through a live link and shall include -
advocate's chamber or office or a place notified by the Bar for

video conferencing;

"Ceommissioner" means a person appomted as commissioner under

the provisions. of the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhlta 2023 (46
of 2023) or any other law for the time being in force;
"Coordinator" means a person nominated as coordinator under

- Rule 5;

"Court" incl_udés a physical court and a virtual court or a tribunal.
"Court point" means the courtroom or the place where the court is

_physically convened, or the place where a commissioner or an
‘inquiry officer holds proceedings pursuant to the directions of the

court; -
"Court room" means the place or room or enclosed space in

"Designated Place” means any one or more places specified
where the facilities are made available for use of electronic

" communication or use of audio-video electronic means with courts

points and shall inclede Vulnerable Witness Deposition” Centre
from where evidence of such witnesses may be recorded; '
"Designated Video Conferencing Software"” means a software
approved by the High Court for the use of v1deo conferencmg or

" other audio-video electronic communication;



T () “High Court” means the High Court of Himachal Pradesh;.
‘ (k) . "Live link" means and includes a live link for audio-video .
~electronic communication or other arrangements whereby a
‘witness, an accused, party, advocate or any other person is required
- by Court to remain present virtually in the court room by use of
: - . electronic communication or use of audio-video electronic means,
(1) | "Remote Point" means a place where any person is required to be
: _present or appear through alive link and includes desrgnated place
from where submissions may -be made before the Court but does
_ notinclude Advocate's remote point; :
(m) "Remote User" means a user participating in court proceedmgs '
' ‘ _through vrdeo conferencmg at a de51gnated place or advocates :
. * remote point; . : > :
" (n) . "Requlred Person 1ncludes

. (i) a pErson who is to be exarmned as a witness, complamant or
' : otherwrse or - :

: (n) person- in whose presence - certain’ ‘proceedings are to be
recorded or conducted 1nclud1ng an accused or
(N

(iii) an advocate or a party 1n person or

(1v) any person 1ncludmg victim who is requlred to make
subrm/ $sions before the Court or e
3 N
) any other person who is permrtted by the Court 0 appear
through video conferencrng or other modes of audio v1$ual
; electromc commumcatlon -

(o) -: "Rules” shall mean these rules 'and any reference toa rule or sub- .
‘ ' rule shall be a reference toa rule or sub-rule of these rules ’

.. (2 - The words and phrases used but not. defmed herem shall bear the
- ‘same meaning as assrgned to them in the concerned High Court + -~
Rules; Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023 (BNSS); -~ i
, . -~ Bharatiya Sakshya Adhlnryarn 2023 (BSA), Information
4 ) o Technology Act, 2()00 (IT Act) and the General Clauses Act 1897.

LGN

3. Constructmn of references -

('1)"- Unless the cOntext otherwise reqmres any reference to Bharatlya :
"Nagarrk Suraksha Sanhlta 2023 in these Rules shall 1nclude reference to

) Code of Crrrmnal Procedu_re, 1973 trnder the correspo_ndlng provrsrons.

e



Chapter 11

General Principles-1 -

Implementatibn of Video Conferencing under BNSS Provisions:

4.1.

Electronic Hearings (BNSS Sec 530)

All tials, inquiries, and proceedmgs may be Conducted -
electronically, including:

Examination of complainants and witnesses

Recording of evidence

- Appellate and other judicial proceedings

4.2.

4.3.

4.A.
4.5.

4.

4.7,

Appearance via Video Conferencing (BNSS Sec 154,355)

Persons required to appear before the court may do se via video

conferencing, including cases where the accused is absent.

Abcus'ed in Judicial Custody (BNSS Sec 187)

Accused persons may be presented before the court via video
conferencing, except for the first appearance, which requires
physical presence.

Framing of Charges (BNSS Sec 251)

Charges may be read and explained to the accused througn video

“conferencing, with their plea recorded electronically.

Evidence of Witnesses (BNSS See 254, 265, 266, 310, .356)

' Wltness testimonies and depositions. may be recorded via audlo-
v1de0 means in designated 1ocat10ns

Deposition of evidence of any police officer or publlc servants

(BNSS Sec 254)

Testimonies of public servants may be recorded electronically to.
expedite legal proceedings.
Discharge of Accused (BNSS Sec 262)

Courts may examine the accused via “electronic means before
granting discharge,
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49,
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4.11.

)
(i)

(i)

LY

Examination of Aﬂccused‘in Custody (BNSS Sec 316)

Accused persons in custody may be exarnmed electronlcally, with
51gnature venftcatmn requ1red w1thm 72 hours. :

.Evidence from Public Servants Experts and pohce ofﬁcers.

(BNSS Sec 336)

- Pubhc off1c1als foren51c experts and pohce ofﬁcers may prov1de-
evidence via v1deo conferencmg '

*Judgment Pronouncement (BNSS Sec 392)

, Accused persons in custody may hear their ]udgment via video . -
-conferencmg

Presence of Accused durmg Ev1dence Recordmg (BNSS See
308)

” Accused persons must be present, e1ther physmally or via V1deo

conferencmg, durrng the recordmg of ev1dence
- 3 Chaptermii - \

General Principl'es 2

o General Prmcnples Governmg Vldeo Conferenctng and other
: modes of Audlo-v1deo electronic communication -

- »Subject to th_e provisions here'maft_er contain_ed, video conferencing
and other modes of audio-visual electronic communication may be

used at all.stages of judicial - proceedings and proceedings

‘ conducted by the Court, where a person is reqmred to.be present or.

appear is not phy51ca11y present in court room:

All proceedmgs conducted by a Court via v1de0 conferencmg and

“other modes-of audio-visual electronic communication shall be
* judicial proceedings and all parties, decorum and protocols

apphcable to these proceedmgs

All relevant statutory provisions apphcable to Jud1c1al proceedmgs '

‘including provisions‘of BNSS, Contempt of Courts Act, 1971,

BSA and IT Act , shall apply to proceedmgs conducted by video -
conferencmg, v ,

Subject to mamtalnlng tndependence nnpartlahty and credibility
- of judicial proceedings, and subject to such directions as the High -

Court may issue, Courts may adopt such technologlcal advances as .
may become avallable from time to ttme



(iv)
)
(W)

(vii)

(viii)
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(i)

_ (m)

Couits shall use only High Court/government approved and secure
video conferencing platfornis equipped with end- to-end encrypuon

-to protect data and pnvacy,

Any unauthorized access, hacking attenipts, or security breaches
must be reported immediately and addressed in accordance with
the law;

‘The Rules as applicable to-a Court shall mutatis mutandis apply to

a Commissioner appointed by the Court to record evidence and to
an inquiry officer conductmg an inquiry;

Unless expressly permitted by Court, no person, either at Court

_Point or at designated place or at Remote Point or Advocate's

Remote Point, shall record or publish the proceedings conducted
by video conferencing or other modes of audio- v13ual electromc
communication;

There shall be no unauthorlsed recording of the proceedlngs by
any person or entity, :

vIdennﬁcauon of person appearing through video conferencmg :
.or other modes of audio-visual electronic communication.-

The person defined in rule 2(1)(n) shall .provide an identity proof
as recognized by the Government of India or State Government to

the court point coordinator by electronic commu'n‘ication, In case,

~ identity proof is not readily available, the .Court may, upon

satisfaction allow such person to participate in proceedings without

production of identity proof.

Facilities recommended for Video Cdnferencing

Each courtroom should be equipped with a video conferencing -
facility to enable seamless connectivity with stakeholders. This
integration will eliminate the need to move to a separate dedicated
room for virtual hearings, ensuring efficiency, saving time, and
enhancing judicial proceedings.

-A dedicated and exclusive video conferencing center should be

eStablished promptly at each District and Tehsil level

A dedlcated space for video conferencing within police stations,

' prisons, prosecution offices, forensu: departments and other
. designated places. :

.



The following "'equiprnents, are recommended for conductingip'roceedings

- by video confe_rencing at the Court .Point and the Remote. Point:

| Cornputer

| Internet-. -

.. :Connectivity

Network and ’

Desktop and Laptop : R LT
Desktop , ngh-Speed Internet Connectlon (annum 50~
- |Laptop .. |Mbps)-.. - .

Ensures ‘seamless. video transmission wnhout lag,

Backup Internet Connection- A secondary connection |
| to prevent disruptions; .
| Dedicated - LAN/Wi-Fi Setup Ensures stable and

secure connectivity; -

Video

High-Resolution Cameras (Full HD/4K) - To capture 3

| Standards, '

|Equipment . - . |clear video feeds of participants;-
o  Adjustable  and Multiple Camera Angles Enables
focusing: on the Judge, lawyers accused or
S witnesses;. I '
_1Audio i Noise Cancelmg Mlcrophones Reduces background '
Equipment |noise and ensures clear audio transmission; . .
: ngh-Quahty Speakers Prov1des clear sound output
- for participants; .
Echo-Cancellation and ACOUSUC Treatment Enhances ,
| - audio clarity by minimizing reverberation;
'Display * = and|Large Display Screens (LED/Projectors) - For clear
| Projection | visibility of remote participants;
- |Equipment Multiple * “Screen  Setup (Optional)- Allows‘
I L srmultaneous V1ewmg of different paruapants
_ |Software and End-to- End Encrypted Video Conferencmg Software
Encryption -
| Ensures secure comrnumcatron, v

Flrewall and VPN Protecuon-Prevents unauthorlzed :

| aecess;

Multi- Factor Authenucatlon (MFA) for Users -
| Ensures identity verification;

" |Secure Login Credentials for Each Ses51on-L1m1ts
|access to authorized personnel R

| Recording and
Documentation - -

,Court-Approved Recordmg Mechamsm - Allows.
secure docummentation of hearings; N
Transcrlptlon - Services - Automate'd/manual
transcription of court proceedings; S
Cloud or Local . Storage Optlons-Secure storage for

. recorded sessrons

Maintenance

- |IT Support and L

| uninterrupted functionality,

On—Srte Techmcal Tearn Ensures qutck resoluuon ,
of technical i issues, :
24/7 Remote IT Support—Prowdes assistance for ‘
troubleshootlng

{Regular - Equlpment rMamtenance -,

Ensures




\Power Backup »[Umnterrupuble Power VSupply (UPS) System -

€D

(i) -

| (iﬁ)

(iv)
V)

iPrevents power outages from disrupting proceedings;
‘Backup Generators For prolonged power failures,
‘etc

The designated video conferencing software to be procured by

High Court shall facilitate following minimum requirements:-
an online, real-time collaboration software with features like video,
voice, screen sharing, document sharing, presentation, 'rec()rding
etc. ,

the solution should have a whiteboard for flashmg messages and
recording meetings or sessions. .
the complete access log of the- different users w1th extended
reports, including IP/ Device details/Application details, should be
provided with each meeting room.

the platform should be hosted on an Indla based data centre with a
100% Disaster recovery site.

the platform must offer cross-platform functionality, ensuring
searnless ‘operation across various operating systems, including

E Windows, Linux, macOS, 10S etc., to accommodate diverse

(i)
| (vii)

(viii)

(ix)
x)

technology ecosystems -of all participants and guarantee a
consistent user experience regardless of the operating system used.
the platform must be scalable to multi point CODDECUVlty w1th 500
user logins at a time,

‘the platform must provide private and confldenual Breakout

rooms, between multiple users,

the platform must be capable of synchromzmg and scheduling with
cause list of cases by advocates with waiting lobby and automatic
pulling accordmg to the cause list;

the platform must provide master control facility at Court's end,
recording and archiving facility at court point, server or cloud; .

- the platform must provide audlt trail facility of the proceedmgs and

also provision of a firewall.

9. Appointnent of Coordinators-

ey
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)

4)

There shall be a Coordinator both at the Court Point and at the
designated place from -where any required person is to- be

examined or heard or is directed to remain present. ' However,

coordinator may be required at the remote point only when a -
witness or a person accused of an offence is to be examined;

- In all the Courts, one or more persons nominated by the High

Court or the Principal District and Sessions Judge concerned
within whose jurisdiction the respective Court is present, shall

pperform the functions of the coordinators at the designated place.

The Court may appoint any court official as a coordinator at the
Court Pomt

The coordinator at the de51gnated place may be any “of the
fo]lowmg



' ?TS'ub‘Rule_ o |

Wﬂe're the'AdVocaie or

| Thev '

. Remote - Point
" |Required Person is-at. | Coordinator shall be:-

‘ R the followmg Point:- - | o o
19.4).1 Overseas - - " |An- official- of an Indian
S I : | Consulate/the - relevant

{Indian = Embassy -/ the
relevant High Commlssmn'
of Indla,, o
9.(4).2 Court of another state or - Any - authorized 0ff1c1al
A | union territory. of India -~ |nominated by the Concemed
S A o .. tDistrict Judge;
|9.4).3 |Mediation Centre -or - |Any authorized person ./
o office -of District Legal - . fofficial neminated by the
" |Services Authority | Chairperson or Secretary of
S the concerned District Legal
o - _ - *} Services Authorlty, o
- 19.(4).4 ~ | Jail or prison The . concerned Jail
o R Superintendent or Officer-
A ‘ P in-charge of the prison;
- 19.(4).5 |Hospitals administered Medical Superintendent or
by  the  Cenwal |an official authorized' by
-|Government, the State = |them or the person in charge
Government or local  {of the said hospital; -
‘ bodies " - . o '
19.(4).6 - |Observation  Home,  |The  Superintendent or
- 7 . |Special = - " Home, |Officer in charge of that
* |Children's’ Home, |Child Care Institution or an
" |Shelter Home, or any - |official aufhorized by them;.
- |institution. referred to as | SETE
a’ Child Care Institution - <
‘|and where thie Required
|Person is a juvenileora.
‘| child or a person who'is
an inmate of such' Child =~ |~
: | Care Instltutlon L 4 _
9.(4).7 'Womens : Rescué- ~ |The: Superintendent or
o Homes, - Protection = -|Officer-in-charge of ‘the
Homes, Shelter Homes, women's facility or an'
Nari ‘Niketans or any  {official authorized by them;
‘institution referred to.as
la’  women's facility
) (collectively referred to
~1as women's facilities).-
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?9.(4).8 In custody, care or rThe Supenntendent or
o - lemployment of any |Officer-in-charge of the
L iother government office, iinstitutional facility or an
. organization or official authorized by them;
institution  (collectively ’
| referred to as ;

' f mstItuuonal facrlmes) | |
9.(4).9 | Forensic Science Lab ‘The Adrmmstratlve officer-

| : ‘: * in:charge or their nominee; |

i
!
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9 (4) 10 In ‘case of any other IThe concerned Court may
'location 'nominate any public servant |
| ‘of public official of the -

| ‘ ) lconcerned department. to |

‘render  services as a

'Coordinator to ensure that

‘the proceedings are

‘conducted in a fair, impartial |

'and independent manner and |

‘according to the directions 1

‘issued by the Court in that

behalf. ’

|

|

|
|
|
|
i
!
i
i
i
|
!

(5 Notwithstanding the provisions of Clause 3.4.1, where witness
examination is to take place in a criminal case of a person located
outside the country, the provisions of the BNSS 2023 (Section 110
& Chapter ‘8) and "Comprehensive Guidelines for investigation
‘abroad ‘and issue of Letters Rogatory (LRs) /Mutual Legal
Assistance (MLA) Request and Service of Summons Notices
Judicial documents in respect of Criminal Matters prevailing at
that time" will be followed to the extent they comport with the
prowsrons of the BNSS and BSA ‘ ‘ .

10. Preparatory arrangements.—

(1) - The coordinator at the de51gnated place/rernote point shall ensure
that

(a) the requlred persons scheduled to appear in a particular
proceeding are ready at the remote point/designated place for video
conferencmg well before:the scheduled time;

(b) no unauthorized recording device is used;

(¢) no unauthorized person enters the remote point or designated
place when the video conference is in progress;



(d) the person being examlned is not prompted, tutored coaxed,
induced or coerced in any manner by any person “and that the -
person bemg exammed does not refer to any document, script or -
" device without the permission of the Court concerned during the
- course of exammatron ' ' :

- (2) Where th'e witnesS to be examined through video- conferencing or . *
other audio-visual electronic communication requires or if it is -
otherw15e expedient to do so, the Court shall give sufficient notice * -

- in advance, setting out the schedule of video conferencmg and in

- appropriate cases may provide the copies of all or any part of the
relevant documents in electronic forrn to the coordmator of the. -
concerned remote point.

“(3) Before the scheduled video conferencrng, the Court shall ensure
P that the coordinator” at the ‘designated place or remote point
Teceives in electronic form,  copies of all or any part of ‘the
documents which may. be required for recordmg of evidence, or for
ieferencé of the witness. However, coordinator shall allow such .
' documents in electronic form to be used by the requrred person
~ only with the permrssmn of the Court. : :

@) - Whenever requrred the Court shall order the coordmator at the
. remote point or at the court point to provrde-' o
(a) a translator in case the person to be exammed is not conversant Voo
with the official language of the court; ' o

. - . o v(b) an expert in sign languages in case the person to be exarmned is
) T 1mpa1red in speech and/or hearmg, :

(c) an mterpreter ora specral educator, as the case may be, in case
v . aperson to be examined is drfferently abled either temporarrly or
o permanently, . s L

(d) a person for readmg of docurnents in case the person to be
examined is Vrsually challenged ’ :
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-~ also fix the schedule for convening the video conferencing.

CHAPTER IV
PROCEDURE' FOR VIDEO CONFERENCING

Appearance through video conferencmg and other modes of
audio- visual electronic communication.- :

In criminal cases, any party to the proceedings or witness, save
and except where proceedings are initiated -at the instance of the
Court or on request of public prosecutor, may move a-request for

presence . and proceedings through video conferencing.
-(SCHEDULE-II)

In civil cases, the court may, at its dlscretlon or on request of any
of the parties, initiate process for hearing of any case through
video conferencing and other modes of audio-visual electronic

‘communication.

While allowing a request for video conferencing the Court may

Y

An advocate may appear from advocate's remote point for making

-submissions or for examination of witnesses.
~ Where video ‘conferencing proceedings are-conducted for making
“oral submissions, the order may require the advocate or party in

person to submit written arguments and precedents if any, i
advance

Service of processes.-

. Processes issued to a witness who is to be examined through video

. conferencmg, shall mention the date, time and venue of the concerned

designated place and shall direct the witness to attend in person alongwith

‘proof of identity. If a person is examined with reference to a particular

document then the process to witness must be accompanied by a copy of
the document: :

Provided that nothing in this rule shall predude a court from

conducting trials, inquires and proceedings in electronic mode, by use of

13.
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-electromc communication or use of aud10-v1deo electrenic means. .

Examination of persons and witnesses through video
conferencing and other modes of audio-visual electromc '

: commumcatlon-

The person being examined through video conferencing and

other modes of audio-visual electronic communication- shall

ordinarily be examined during the working hours of. the court’
concerned or at such time as the court may deem fit:

Where the person being examined is an accused, the court shall
provide adequate opportunity to consult with his advocate before

-and after the video Conferencmg
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The Couirt shall read over and explain'the‘evidence recorded to the

witness and obtain the srgnature of the person being exarmned on

~ the transcnpt 1mmedlately after the examination is concluded. The

signed. transcnpt shall form part of the record of the judicial

.proceedings.. The srgnature on the transcrrpt ‘of the person being _

examined shall be obtamed in elther of the followmg ways- '
If digital srgnatures are avallable at both the concerned Court Point
and remote point, the copy of the’ transcript digitally signed by the
pre51d1ng officer at the Court Point shall be sent by the designated .
video conferencing software.or official e-mail to the coordinator at
remote point where a print out of the same shall be taken and

~ signed by ‘the person being examined. A scanned copy of the

transcript digitally signed by the coordinator at the remote point

shall be transmitted by the designated video conferencmg software . .

or offrcral e-rnall of the Court. Pomt

'\

If drgltal 51gnatures are not avallable the printout of the transcript N

shall be 51gned by the presiding Judge at the Court Point and shall

~ be sent in non-editable ‘scanned format by the designated video
" conferencing software or official e-mail account of the designated
' place or'e-mail of‘the coordinator at remote point where a printout

of the same shall be taken and signed by the person exammed and
countersigned by the coordinator “at the remote point. A non-

' editable scanned format of the transcript so ‘signed shall be sent by

the coordinator at the :remote point- by the de51gnated video
conferencing ‘software or official e-mail to the Court Point where a
print out of the same shall be taken and shall be made a part of the
]ud1c1al record.

The court may, at the request. of a person t0 be exarmned or'on its -
own motion, taking into account the best interest of the person to.
be examined, direct appropriateé measures to protect the privacy of

- the person examined bearing in mind aspects such as age, gender,

physmal condmon and recognlzed customs and pract1ces

The coordmator at the desrgnated place shall ensure that-no. person '
is present at the remote point, save and except the person being
examined and those whose presence is déemed. adrmmstratlvely ,

‘ necessary by the coordlnator for the proceedmgs

The court may also impose such other condmons as are neCessary
in for effective hearing of cases threugh video conferencmg and
other modes of aud10-v1deo electromc communication.

* If the court thmks fit, the requlred person may be pern‘ntted to

connect through video conferencing or other modes of audio- VlSllal
electromc commumcanon from the place of hlS resulence or work
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Provided that evidence of a witness shall be recorded only from the

'designated place, except in situation hereinafter provided.

Where a required person is not capable of reaching the Court Point

or the designated place due to sickness or physical infirmity, or
whose presence cannot be secured without undue delay or expense,
the Court may authorize conduct of video conferencing from the

place at which such person is located. In such circumstances the

court may direct the use of portable video conferencing systems
and ensure presence as it may ‘deem fit.

. Where the court is of opinion, for the reasons recorded in writing
 that, evidence of the witness cannot be effectively recorded, may

decline to examine such witness through video Conferencmg

Exhibiting or showing documents to witness or accused ata’
remote point.- '

If in the course of exammanon of a person at a remote paint by
video conferencing, it is necessary to show a document to the
person, the Court may permit the document to be shown in the

following manner:

if the document is at Court Point, by transmitting the document
through document visualizer, :

if the document is at Court Point, but document visualizer is not
available, by transmitting a copy or image of the document to the
remote point electronically through the de51gnated video
conferencing software or official e-mail;

if the document is at the remote point, by transmitting a copy or
image of the document to the Court Point electronically through
the designated video conferencing software or official e-mail. The
hard copy of the document counter signed by the witness and the
coordinator at the designated place shall also be (hspatched to the

_Court Point.

Ensuring seamless video conferencing

The coordinator at Court Point shall provide the live Jink of the

video conferencing, hearing with advocates or the required person.

If the proceedings are carried out'from any place other than a
remote point, the coordinator, if any, at such remote pomt shall
ensure compliance of all technicall requirements.

The coordinator at the Court Point shall be in contact with the
concerned advocate or the required person and guide them in
regard to the fulfillment of technical and other requirements for
executing a successful hearing through video conferencing. Anv
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o the hearing of cases in electromc mode

| ‘Provided that in the event of a techmcal fault or for any other

sufficient cause, the Court may for reasons to ‘be recorded in -

- writing, permit the use of a software other than the "designated
“video conferencing software for Vldeo conferencmg in that
- particular proceeding: ' :
- Provided further that nothmg contarned in these rules shall prevent

a Court, after recording its reasons in writing, from using any

- software other than the desrgnated video conferencing software or

other modes of audro wsual electromc comrnumcatron to facrhtate '

=

In criminal _cases,‘r where ..the persOn to be examined’ is' a -
" prosecution witness, or a court witness,.or a defence witness, or a .
_person is to make submission for prosecution, or a person is to

make subrrussron for defence, the advocate for the prosecution or
defence or the accused, as the case may be, shall confirm to the
Court the location of the person, and the time, place and techmcal :

‘faCﬂltlES avaﬂable for such v1deo conferencmg

If the accused is in custody and not present at the Court Pomt the
Court shall order a multl-polnt video conference between Court .
Point, the witness and the accused in custody to facilitate recording

.of the statement of the witness mcludrng medlcal or other experts

Conduct of Proceedmgs A o
(1) All advocates, required persons, the- party in person or any -

- other person- permitted. by the Court to remain physrcally or

virtually present (hereinafter collectively referred» to as

- participants), shall have their presence recorded. However, in case
‘participants are_desirous that their. face or hame be masked;
-information to that effect”shall be furnished to the Court Point

coordinator prior to the comrnencement of proceedmgs for the

' approval of the court. - -

All Advocates Requlred Persons the party in person- and/or any |
other person permitted by the Court to remain physrcally or
virtually. present - (hereinafter collectively referred to as

~ participants) shall abide by the requirements set out in Schedule-I.

The Court Point coordinator shall send the live. link.on mobile

',nu'rnber furnished by the participants permitted to be virtually

present in the Court. Once the proceedings have commenced, no
other person shall be permitted to participate in the virtual hearing,

' except w1th the permrssron of Court.

Parncrpatron in the proceedmgs through video conferencrng shall
constitute consent by the part1c1pants to the proceedmgs bemg S
recorded : , -
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problem faced by such advocate or the required person shall be
resolved by the coordmator at Court Point.

The coordmator at the Court Point shall ensure that any document

or audio-visual
files, emailed by the advocate or the required person, are duly
received at the Court Point.

Remand.-

The court may authorize detention in judicial custody, of any -
person accused of- an offence, by video conferencing or other

modes of audio-visual electronic communication as per the

provisions of section 187 BNSS

Provided that if the accused is already in judicial custody, whether
of same Court or some other Court or is undergoing sentence, the
Court may further remand him during inquiry or trial under section
346(2) of the BNSS through video conferencmg or other modes of
audio-visual electronic communication.

'Plea bargaining.-

The Court may also use the modes of audio-visual electronic
communication for the purpose of plea bargammg under Chapter
XXIII of the BNSS.

Record of proceedings through audio- v15ual _electronic
communication.-

Wherever any proceeding is carried out by the Court under these
rules by taking recourse to the modes of audio visual electronic

communication, the Court shall mention in the order sheet, that the

hearing is conducted through video conferencing.
CHAPTER V
' GENERAL PROCEDURE

General Procedure.-‘

The procedure set out hereinafter in this chapter is without

préejudice to the procedure indicated elsewhere in these rules where
proceedings are conducted through v1deo conferencing or .other
modes of audio visual electronic communication. -

The ‘coordinator at the Court Point shall ensure that video
conferencing is conducted only through a designated video
conferencing software:

A
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: Establishrnent and disconnection of links between the Court Point
and the remote point shall be regulated by orders of the Court.

- The court shall sausfy 1tself that the advocate requlred person or
~any. other participant that the court deems necessary at the remote

point or the Court Point can be seen and heard clearly and can '
clearly see and hear the court. :

To ensure that video conferencing is conducted seamlessly, the

difficulties, if any, experienced in connectivity must be brought to

the notice of the Court at the earliest on the mobile number of the »
“Court Point coordmator ‘which has been furnished to the participant ©
‘before the commencement. of ‘the video conferencmc No -
o complamt shall be entertained subsequently ' -

Third partles to the case. -'

!

Third partles may be allowed to remain present durmg video

conferencing only upon a specific order of the Court. However,

_‘they shall be passive participants and shall not be allowed to make
- any subrmssmn without perrmssron of the Court. ’ -

Where, for any reason, a person unconnected with the case is-
: present at the remote point, that person shall be 1denuf1ed by the
_ coordinatorat the remote point at the beginning of the proceedings -

and the purpose of the presence of that person shall be conveyed to
the Court. Such person shall continue to remam present only with
the perrmssmn of the Court - : :

/

Costs of Vldeo Conferencmg- o 7 R N

.In the absence of rules prescrlbed by 'the concemed Court, the

Court‘may take into consideration the following circumstanices
when determrmng -and/or apportlonmg ‘the costs of v1deo
conferencmg : R 3 e

In cr1m1na1 cases, the expenses of the video conferencmg fac1lrty

including expenses involved in preparing soft copies/certified -

- copies of the Court. record and transmitting the same to the
- Coordinator at the Remote" Point, and the fee payable to the -

translator/mterpreter/specral educator; as the case may be, as also

". the fee payable to the Coordinator at the Remote Point, shall be.

bome by such party as directed by the Court.

Be51des the above the Court may also make an order as to
expenses as it considers appropriate,. taking into account the -

- rules/instructions . régarding -payment. of expenses to the
-complainant and witnesses, as may be prevalent from time to time.

Y _— ' } . . Tl A



-23.

24.

25.

26.

T "A‘2_7.

It shall be open to the Court to waive the costs as warranted in a
glven situation.

Access to Legal Aid Clinics/Camps/Lok Adalats/Jéilv Adalats

~ In conformity with the provisions of the Legal Services

Authorities Act, 1987 and the laws in force, in proceedings related
to Legal Aid Clinics, Camps, Lok Adalats or Jail Adalats, any

" person who at the Remote Point is in Jail or Prison shall be

examined by the Chairman / Secretary of the District Legal Service

- Authority or Members of Lok Adalats before passmg any award or

orders as per law.

Such award or order shall have the same force as if it was passed
by the regular Lok Adalat or Jail Adalat.

- Copy of the award or order and the record of proceedlngs shall be
~ sent to the Remote Point . :

Allowing persons who are not parties to the case to view the

" proceedings

To observe the requirement of an dpen Court proceeding, members
of the public will be allowed to view Court hearings conducted
through video conferencing, except proceedings ordered for

reasons recorded in writing to be conducted in-camera. The Court

shall endeavour to make available sufficient links (consistent with
available bandwidth) for accessing the proceedings.

Chapter VI
Miscellaneous

Reference to Words and Expressions

.Words and eXpress_ions used and not defined in these Rules shall

have the same meaning as assigned to them in the BNSS, the BSA,
the IT Act, and the General Clauses Act, 1897.

. Powér to Relax

The High Court may if satisfied that the operation of any Rule is
causing undue hardship, by order dispense with or relax the
requirements of that Rule to such extent and subject to such

-conditions, as may be stipulated to deal with the case in a just and

equitable manner.

Residual Provisiens



Matters concerning. which no express provision has been made in

- .these Rules shall be decided by the Court con51stent w1th the
: 'prmc1ple of fuxthermg the mterests of justice

. Repeal and Savmgs

~ (1) The ‘Hlmachal Pradesh H1gh Court V1de0 Conferencmg

Rules (For Courts), 2021’ are hereby repealed to the extent to

‘ Wthh these apply to the Distriet Jud1c1ary

2) Notwuhstandmg the repeal provisions of Hlmachal Pradesh -

" High Court Video Conferencmg Rules (For Cotirts), 2021 shall

apply to:-

a) Actions and proceedmgs commenced before these rules came

. into force. -

‘b) All notlflcatlons/orders pubhshedllssued under the Hlmachal
_ Pradesh High Court Video Conferencing Rules (For Courts), 2021,
" to the extent they are not repugnant to these rules, shall be deemed -

to have been made or issued under these rules. |
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SCHEDULET -

Co All participants shall wear sober attire consistent with the dignity .

of the proceedings. Advocates shall be appropriatelyﬁdressed in
professional attire prescribed. under the Advocates Act, 1961.

Police officials shall appear in the uniform prescribed for police
- officials under the relevant statute or orders. The attire'for judicial
officers and court staff will be as specified in the relevant rules

prescribed in that behalf by the High Court. The decision of the

Presiding Judge or efficer as to the dress code will be final.

Proceedings shall be conducted at the appointed date and time.

Punctuality shall be scrupulously observed.

The case will be called out and appearances shall be recorded on

the direction of the Court. :

Every participant shall adhere to the courtesies and protocol that

are followed in a physical Court. Judges will be addressed as

"Madany/Sir" or "Your Honour". Officers will be addressed by

their designation such as "Bench Officér/Court Master”, Advocates
will be addressed as "Learned Counsel/Senior Counsel".

- Advocates, Required Persons, parties in- person and other

participants shall keep their microphones muted till they are called
upon to make submissions.

Remote Users shall ensure that thelr devices " are free from
malware.

‘Remote Users and the Coordinator at the Remote Pomt shall

ensure that the Remote. Point is situated in a quiet location, is

properly. secured and has sufficient internet coverage. Any .
unwarranted disturbance caused during video conferencing may if
the Presiding Judge so directs render the proceedings non-est.

All participants’ cell phones shall remain switched off or in

' airplane mode during the proceedings.

All participants should endeavor to look into the camera, i‘emain
attentive "and. not engage in any other activity during the

- proceedings.

Background noise, unnecessary movements. and interruptions
must be minimized to maintain the decorum of ]HdlClal

- proceedings.

The use of offensive language, disrespectful behavior, or non-

‘compliance with judicial instructions may lead to immediate

removal from the session and potential legal consequences.

Only court have the discretion to mute or remove any participant
violating these conduct rules.
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Reuuest Form for Vldeo Conference v.

1. Case Number/CNR Number (1f any)
2. Cause Title .

3. Proposed Date of conference (DD/MM/’YY YY)
4. Location of the Court Point(s): :
5. Location of the Remote Point(s):___. - ; -
6. Names & Designation of the Part1c1pants at the Remote Pomt ~ .
7. Reasons for Video Conferencing: - T

In the matter of

8. Nature of Proceedmgs Final Heanng DMotmn Hearmg! IOthers[ f

‘1 have read and understood the provisions of Rules ‘for  Video

Conferencmg for Courts (hyperlink). I undertake to remain bound by the
same- to the extent applicable to me. I-agree to pay V1deo conferencmg
charges if so, directed by the Court.

Slgnatilre of the _apphcant/_authorlsed-signatory: |

’ Date:

A) Bench assxgned

.| B) Hearmg

Held on (DD/MM/YYYY): _ o _
Cmmmencement Tlme ' o : B o
End time: _ o '
Number of hotirs: .

| C) Costs:

Overseas transmission. charges if | any
To be Incurred by Apphcant/Respondent To be
shared equally: :

’ Walved as ordered by the Court

Slgnature of the atthorised OfflCEI‘ N

Date:



Endst: No. HHC/RulesN C/Dist.Jud./2025- ‘ Dated: 18.08.2025
Copy forwarded for information to:- n
. L The Principal Private Secretary to Hon'ble the Chlef Justice, High
L Court of Hlmachal Pradesh, Shimla. ,
2. The Secretaries to Hon'ble Judges, ngh Court of Hlmachal Pradesh,
. - Shimla.
3. The Advocate General, High Court of H.P., Shimla.
4. The Additional Chief Secretary (Home) to the Govemrnent of
Himachal Pradesh.
5. The Secretary/Private Secretary/PAs to the Registrar General/Reglstror
o (V1gllance)/Reglstrar(Rules/JB)/Reglstrar(Judlc1al)/Reglstrar(GAD/
-Admn./IT)/ Registrar (Accounts)/ Registrar (Estt.).
- 6. The LR-cum-Secretary (Law) to the Government.of Himachal Pradesh.
7 All the District and Sessions Judges in the State of H.P. for information
and to further circulate the same arnongst the Courts in their respectl ve
- division.
- 8. The Principal Judge (Famﬂy Court), Shimla, Mand1 and Dharamshala,
H.P.
9. The Presiding Officers, Labour Court/Industrial Tribunal, Shimla and
: o . Dharamshala, H.P."
“ o .‘ 10.  The Member Secretary, Himachal Pradesh State .Legal SEI'V 1Cé
: Authority, Shimla. :
. 11.  The Director, Himachal Pradesh Judicial Academy, Shimla.
12.  The President, High Court Bar Association, Shimla.
13.  The District and Sessions Judge (Forests), Shimla, H.P.
14.  The Secretary/Private Secretary/PAs to the Registrar General/Registrar
v igilance)fRegistrar(Rules/JB)/Registrar(Judicial)/Registrar(GAD/
Admn./IT)/ Registrar (Accounts)/ Registrar (Estt.).
15. 'The Central PI‘OjeCt Co-ordinator, ngh Court of H.P. for nec essarv
action.
16.  All the Additional Reglstrars/Deputy Reglstrars/A551stant Registrars
~of this High Court.
17.  The Chief Librarian of this High Court.

19.
<, : + 20.

- 2,‘;772/‘1 93

The Co-ordinator, NIC deputed in the High Court for updating the
High Court website.

The Section Officers(GAD) and (Computers) of this High Court.

The Section Officer (Computer) High Court of Himachal Pradesh for
conversion of the same into d1g1ta1 form and uploading the same on
Gazatte. *

2P

(Aman Sodd)-
Registrar (Rules)
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