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No. 15011/1872022- .‘u\-lf 7504
Government of India
Ministry of Law & Justice

Department of Justice
R 3

Jaisalmer House. 26 Mansingh Road
New Delhi-110011
Date:  15/0472025

To.

Law Secretary of all State/ UT Governments
Registrars General of all High Courts

Subject: Implementation of Recommendations of the Western Zonal Council
Mecting held on 22.02.2025 regarding Fast Track Special Courts (FTSCs)
for expeditious disposal of rape and POCSO Act cases

Su/Madam.

[am to refer to the deliberations held during the Western Zonal Council Meeting held
on 22.02.2025 at Pune. Maharashtra. under the Chairmanship of the Hon’ble Union Home
Minister. wherein several key recommendations were made pertaining to the strengthening of
Fast Track Special Courts (FTSCs). dealing with cases relating 1o rape and those registered

under the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POC SO) Act.

Z, In view ol the critical and sensitive nature of these cases s and tllc need ior their time

ii\msul thc t")ilm\’in” u,m nmuuiatmnx were mad\, ’i'.l

c\lruts of thc ?\Imute» Jtidchtd)

I Specific Training for Public Prosccutors:
Public Prosecutors handling POCSO cases must undergo dedicated training on the type
and sufficiency of evidence re quired, efficient case handling to avoid undue delays, and
procedural mechanisms 1o minimize adjournments. It is advised that States may
organize regular training sessions and capacity- -building programs in coordination with
State Judicial Academies and other relevant institutions.

Il.  Limitation on Adjournments:
It was recommended that number of adjournments in POCSO and ra pe-related cases
should be limited to a maximum of two. This measure is aimed at promoting timely
justice and reducing pendency. :

HI. Establishment of Vulnerable Witness Deposition Centres:

States are requested 1o ensure that all POCSO Courts are equipped with Vulnerable
Wiiness Deposition Centres to protect the identity, privacy, and psychological well-
being of vietims. especially minors, during court proceedings.

V. High Court Directives for Expeditious Disposal: e
[t is turther advised that High Courts may consider i 1ssuing comprehensive directions to
subordinate courts for the expeditious and time-bound disposal of rape and POCSO
cases, ideally within two months from the date of filing of the charge sheet. Strict
adherence to procedural timelines and effective ¢ monitoring may also be ensured.

V. Maintaining High Conviction Rates with Justice Deliv ery:
While time-bound disposal is essential, it is equally important to ensure that the quality
of investigation, prosecution, and judicial process leads to fair and | Just outcomes,
thereby maintaining a high rate of conviction in genuine cases.




3. Implementation of the Scheme of Fast Track Special Courts
(FTSCs) for expeditious disposal of rape and POCSO Act cases
{Sponsored by Ministry of Law & Justice (Deparunent of Justice)
Union Home Secretary brought to the knowledge of the Council that

the scheme of Fast Track Special Courts (FTSCs) was started in 2019 for

expeditious disposal of rape and POCSO Act cases against women and
children. The Criminal Law (Amendient) Act came in 2018 which mandated
that all sexual crimes, their investigation ete. should be completed within two
wonths, Accordingly, the Govit. ¢ ecfided to set up 1023 FTSC in the country,
of which 389 courts were exclusively for POCSO cases. The scheme was
started in 2019 and was initially for one vear. It has now been extended tll

31.03.2026.

Agmnst the revised target of 790 FTSCs, there are 747 courts in the
country as on date, out of which 406 are courts dealing exclusively with
POCSO cases. These courts have had a very positive impact and since their
establishment in 2019, about 3,00,000 cases have been disposed of through
these FISCs. He presented the State-wise status of pending cases of rape and

POCSO Act, as detailed in the table below: -

\ Parameters i _ Maharashtra : Gujarat | Goa | DNH&DD = W2zC ALL INI)IA
Total pexxdency of SB.727 9461 1 189 125 C 65,502 | 4.31 lakh

| Rape & POCSO Cases i :

- {including

B D N EE et

: Pendency in FTSCs 5702 | 148 NA 7,200 1 2.04 Jakh

1 Average Monthly 352 | 04 | NA - More than |
. Disposal of Cases ; 6,000
across FSTCs ' . j

He mentioned that FTSCs have been given a target of disposal of 165

rape and POCSO Act cases per vear per court or 13.75 cases per month per
court, If the disposal capacity of these FTSCs is compared with that of regular
courts. then 9.51 cases are being diép@s&:d of per month in FTSCs, whereas
i ordinary cowvrts, this figure 1s 3.26 cases per month. This shows that the
svstent of FTSCs has proved very effective in bringing such heinous crimes to

their conclusion as quickly as pussible.

He thereafter presented the status of FTSCs in Western Zonal States

{Jarn-Dec, 2024) as per table given below: -
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While in Gujarat & Goa. all the FTS8Cs are functional, in Maharashtra

only & FTSCs are presently fanctional against 38 approved FTSCs, The Govt,
: I :

of Maharashira 1s required tw operationalize all the 38 FTSCs. The cases

<

dispoesed within 2 months of {iling of chargesheets during Jan-Dec 2024 (as

shown i cohumn 6 above) is very less as compared to the total cases disposed

during Jan-Dec 2024 las shown in column 3 above), While the Average

monthiv disposal of cases in FTSCs in Maharashtra is 26.65 cases per court,

the disposal rate of Gujarat and Goa is less than the target of 13,75 cases per

month per court,

He stated that we still have a long wayx to go in achieving our target of
disposal of cases within two months. Te achieve this target, the investigating

ageneics have 1o conduct their investigations with quality and speed and

states !

Poy

e to enhance the capabilities of forensic labs and appoint adequate

PR

number of public presecutors. Similarly, the judiciary is required to ensure

dispasal of 165 cases per court per vear as per scheme guidelines and focus

o completion of trails within the mandated period of 2 months.

He further mentioned that there was a provision for Vulnerable Witness

Deposition Centres. The purpose of these centres was that the woman or

child. who is a vietim of rape or a sexual crime, should not be brought in front
of the accused under anyv circumsrances, There was a svstem that the
statement of such victims will be taken in a separate place. In the new laws,
this svstem has been embedded in the law itself and the Home Ministry has

also developed an app named Nvay Shrut. The testinony of witnesses can

be raken at varions places, at rewmote point

1 there will be 1o need to bring
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3 No, f14 Nodal Officer(POUS NOHC/2025 Dated :
Uronn ‘\J., .
I'he Rogistrar General
Fligh Cou el
eew Delhy
)
'i
‘ 1. The Principal District & Sessions Judge (HQ), Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi.
! 2. The Principal District & Sessions Judge, North-West District, Rohini Coutts,
‘ Delhi. : '
1. The Principal District & Sesstons Judge, South District, Saket Courts, New
Dethi.
; 4. The Principal District & Sessions Judge, South-West District, Dwarka Courts,
‘1 New Delhi.
‘ 3. The Principal District & Sessions Judge, North District, Rohini Courts, Delhi.
B The Principal District & Sessions Judge, South-East District, Saket Courts, New
Delhi. ;
_ 7 The Principal District & Sessions Judge, East District, Karkardooma Courts,
| Dyelhi.
" 8. The Principal District & Sessions JudgeNew Delhi District, Patiala House
Courte, New Delhi
G T Districl & Sessions Judge, Shahdara District, Karkardooma
{avatts, oir ¥
O Tl Princpal Distier & Sessians Judge, North-1ust I‘)istrict,y Karkardooma
Conrts, Deibi, '
11 The Principat District & Sesstons Judge. West District, Tis Hazart Courts, Delhi
12 The Principal District & Sessions Judge-cum-Special Judge, CBI (PC Act),
Rouse Averue Distriet Coart Complex, New Delhi
sub:  Implementation of Recommendations of the Western Zonal Council
Mueting held on 22.02.2025 regarding Fast Track Special Courts (FTSCs)
‘l for expeditious disposal of rape and POCSO Act cases
! Respeeted SirMadanm,
| [ directed to forward herewith a copy of letter dated 15.04.2025 of Joint
‘; Secreiary, Government of India with the request to circulate the same to all Judges of
3 POCSO Courts for information and compliance. .
i /‘i/
‘= Bealossitions
} » , (OIS smf;cgty‘
| =0
! TS \eoabove ] A \u!’
' {Syed Zishan Ali Warsi)
o Nodal Qffiger (POCSO Committee)
1 , or Regisirar General
] i

| OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL DISTRICT & SESSIONS J‘UDGE: ROHINI COURTS., DELHI
No. M8 2 ~T749l........GenL.LUN-W & N/RC/2025 Dated 23052025

sovesvbonnren

Copy exlongxyith its enclosures forwarded for information & necessary action/compliance, to
“\Il 1.d Judicial Officers (FTSCs/POCSO), North-West & North District, Rohini Courts

¢ he Dealing Ofticial, Computer Branch, Rohini Courts for'uploading the same on WEBSITE.

e Dealing Ofticial, R & 1 Branch, Rohini Courts, Delhi for uploading the same on LLAYERS.

( SUSHIL KUMAR)
Link Officer In-Charge, General Branch-I
North-West &North District
Rohini Court Complex, Delhi




