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Sepurate paging is given to this Part in order that It may be filed as a separate compllation.

MINISTRY OF LAWAND JUSTICE .
(Legislative Departmeni)

New Delhi, the 29th December, 2015/ Pausha 8. 1937 (Sako

The following Act uf Purliament ceceived the assent of the President on the
26th December, 2015, and is horeby published tor general information:—

THE NEGOTIABLE INSTRUMENTS (AMENDMENT) ACT. 2015

No. 26 or 2015
[26eh December, 2015,

An Act further to amend the Negotiable [nstruments Acr, 1881.
B it enucted by Purfiament in the Sixly=sixth Yeur ol the Republic of Tndia as follows —

1. /) This Act may be called the Negotiable Insnuments (Amendiment) Act, 2015. Shurt titty and
comImencenent.

(2) 1t shall be deemed to hive come into forge on the 15th day of June. 2015,

26 of 188, 2. In the Negotiable Instruments Act, 1881 (hereinufter referrad (0 us the Awmendment
principal Act), in section 6,— ar section 6.
(/) in Explanation [ for ¢lause (o), the following clause shall be substituted.
namely:—
‘() "a chedue in the slectronie form™ means a cheque drawn in elsctronic
furm by using any computer resource and signed in a secare system with digital

signature (with or without biometrics signature) and asymmetric ¢rypro system
or with clectroni¢ signature, as the cuse may be:s
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(i) afwer Explanarion {1, the follewing Explanarion shall be inserved,
namely:—

‘Fxplanasion 111 —For the purposes of this section, the expressions
"asymmetic eryplo systam”, "computer resource”, “digital signature", “electronic
form" gad “elecironic signature” shall have the sume meunings respectively
assigned to them in the Informariun Technolugy Act, 2000.".

3. Tn the principal Act. section 142 shall be numbersd as sub-section (/) thereof
ang after sub-section (/) as so numbenree. the following sub-section shall be inserted.
aamely:—

'(2) The oftence under section 138 shull be inquired into und wied only by u
court within whose local jurisdiction—

(ee) i¥ the cheque is deliverad for collection through an account, the branch
of the Ik where the payee or holder in due course, as the case may be, matntaing
the account, is situared; or

by it the cheque is presented Ffor puyment by the payee or, helder in due
course. otherwise through an sccownt, the braneh of the druwee bunk where the
cruwer maintaing the account. is situated.

Explanation— For the purposes of clause (&), wherz u cheque iy delivered
Foar collection at any branch of the bank of the payee ar holder in dug course,
then. the cheque shall be deemed to have been delivered to the branch of the
Bank in whnh the payee ar holder in due course, a$ the ease may be, maintains
the account.'

4. In the principal Act. after section 142, the following section shall be inserted.
numely i

“142A. /) Nutwithstanding anything contained in the Code of Criminal
Provedure, 1973 ur any judgment. decree., order or direcrion of any vourt, all cases
ransterred t0 the cout having jucisdiction under sub-section (2) of section 142, as
amended by the Negutiuble Tstruments (Ainendment) Ordinance, 2015, shall be deemed

iy huve been trunsferced ander this Act. as if thut sub-section hud been in force af ull ‘

muterial Limes,

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (2) of section 142 or
sub-section (1), where the payes or the holder in due course. us the case may be, has
Filed a compluit uguinst the drawer of « cheque in the cowt huving jurisdiclion under
sub-section (2) of section 142 o the case has been tmnsferved to that court under
sub-section (/) and yuch complaint is pending in that court, all subsequent complaints
aclking out of sectlon L38 against the same drawer shall be filed before the same court
irrespective of whether those cheques were delivered for collection or pre%'nlud fen
puyment within the territorial jurisdiction ot thut court,

(3) If. on the date cf the commencement of the Negotiable Instruments
(Amendment) Act. 201 5, more thun one prosecution filed by the sume payee or holder
in due couwrse, 45 he case muy be, against the sume druwer of cheques is pending
before ditferent courts. upon the said fect having been brought ta the notice of the
court, such court shull transfer the case w the court having jurisdiction under
sub-suction (2) of section 142, a3 umended by the Negotiable Instruments (Amendment)
Qrdingnee. 2015, before which the first case was filed and is pending, as if 1hat
sub-section huel been in force ut wll muterinl times,

21 ol 2000,

2 0f 1974,
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Oisd T ur 5. (/) The Negotiable Instruments (Amendment) Second Ordinance, 2015, is hereby  Repeal and
2013 utpeulecl. savings,

(2) Notwithstanding such repesl, anything dane or any action taken under the principal
Act. us amended by the said Ordinance. shall be deemed Lo bave been done or taken under
the curresponding provistons of the principal Act. us umended by this Acl.

DR.G. NARAYANA RAJU
Secretary to the Guve of India
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