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Bhopal, the 25® June 2026

F.No.—1326823/3/3/4/0007/2026-B—1-02(HOME); Whereas, Whereas, with the
advancement of information technology and electronic documentation, number of
electronic records being produced as evidence in Courts are increasing;

and whereas, the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023 (46 of 2023)
provides for recording through any audio-video electronic means, forwarding of
documents, on which the prosecution proposes to rely, through electronic
communication, usage of photograph or videography in evidence and recording of

evidence in inquiries and trials in electronic mode;

and whereas, the Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam, 2023 (47 of 2023) recognises
electronic records as evidence and provides for admissibility of primary and

secondary evidence;

and whereas, it is expedient to formulate criminal and civil rules of practice for
reception, storage, retrieval, access management and preservation of electronic

records in Courts;

now therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred by section 530 of the
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023 (46 of 2023) and section 61, 62 and 63
of the Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam, 2023 (47 of 2023) and all other enabling
provisions, the State Government, in consultation with the High Court of Madhya
Pradesh, hereby, makes and issues the following general rules for reception, storage,
retrieval, access management and preservation of electronic records in courts,
namely:-

RULES

CHAPTER-1
"PRELIMINARY

1. Short title, application and commencement.-

(1) These rules may be called the Madhya Pradesh Electronic Records
(Reception, Storage, Retrieval, Access Management and Preservation in

Courts) Rules, 2026.

(2) They shall apply to all the District Courts and other Courts sub-ordinate
to the High Court, within the State of Madhya Pradesh.

(3) They shall come into force from the date of their publication in the Madhya
Pradesh Gazette.
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2. Definitions.-
(1) In these rules, unless the context otherwise requires,-

(a) “authorized centre” means centre notified by the High Court for filing
of electronic records under these rules and it includes e-seva Kendra

established at District Courts;

(b) “authorized personnel” means persons nominated or specified by the

High Court or the concerned Court for the purposes of these rules;

(c) “computer output” means and includes any information contained in
an electronic record, which is printed on paper, stored, recorded or
copied in optical or magnetic media or semi-conductor memory,
which is produced by a computer or any communication device or

otherwise stored, recorded or copied in any electronic form;

(d) “data” means a representation of information, knowledge, facts,
concepts or instructions, which are being prepared or have been
prepared in a formalized manner and is intended to be processed, is
being processed or has been processed in a computer system or
computer network and may be in any form (including computer
printouts, magnetic or optical storage media, punched -cards,

punched tapes) or stored internally in the memory of the computer;

(e) “designated secured repository” means secured repository used for
reception, storage, retrieval and preservation of electronic records,
including e-sakshya repository or any other secured repository,
maintained or notified by the High Court of Madhya Pradesh under

these rules;

(f) “electronic device” means and includes a server, digital camera,
mobile phone, data card, pen drive or any other magnetic, optical,
semi-conductor, computer memory, microfilm or similar device used

for the purposes of storing or transmitting electronic data;

(g) “electronic record” means data, record or data generated, image or
sound stored, received or sent in an electronic form or microfilm or

computer generated microfiche;

(h) “e-sakshya system” means the portal of inter-operable criminal
justice system facilitating collection of electronic evidence during
investigation or trial through computer application and its hash value

integralion and preservation on secured repository;
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2)

(1)

G)
(k)

@

(m)

(o)

“expert” for the purposes of clause (c) of sub-section (4) of section 63
of the Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam, 2023 (47 of 2023), means,-

(i) any person, who has undergone training or attained education
in computer application, computer system, storage media,

server, cloud and hash value algorithm; or

(i) any department, body or agency notified as an examiner of
electronic evidence under section 79A of the Information

Technology Act, 2000 (21 of 2000}); or

(iii) any other expert, specified or certified by the State Government

in this regard, by notification;
“High Court” means the High Court of Madhya Pradesh;

“mirror image” means a bit-to-bit copy of the computer hard drive
that ensures that the operating system is not altered during forensic

examination;

“read only or write blocked mode” means a mode, wherein memory or
data or a file is capable of being accessed but not of being modified

or deleted by the user;

“recognized portal” means a portal, which is recognized by the High
Court for the purposes of reception or presentation of electronic

record under these rules;

“secured repository” means a digital repository, which is created and
secured in consonance with the Information Technology (Information
Security Practices and Procedures for Protected System) Rules, 2018,

as amended from time to time;

“sterile environment” means environment protected from dirt,
humidity, fluids, extreme temperatures, external electric, nuclear

and magnetic fields.

In these rules, unless the context otherwise requires, “affixing electronic

signature”, “digital signature”, “electronic form”, “electronic signature” and

any other word and expressions used but not defined in these rules shall

have the same meaning respectively, as assigned to them under the

Information Technology Act, 2000 (21 of 2000) or rules made thereunder.
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CHAPTER-II
PRESENTATION AND RECEPTION OF ELECTRONIC RECORD

3. (1) The High Court shall notify one or more secured repository, for the purposes
of reception, storage, retrieval, access management and preservation of

electronic records under these rules.

(2) The repository of e-sakshya system used for collection of electronic
evidences during investigation by Police shall be deemed to be designated

secured repository under these rules.

4. (1) Any data or information or content in an electronic record, including content
authenticated by means of electronic signature, that is sought to be
produced in Court, in an electronic form and/or intended to be proved,
shall be submitted through an electronic device or uploaded on recognized

portal to be transmitted designated secured repository.

(2) In case of Government agencies, including Police, such electronic records
may be transmitted to the designated secured repository, through secured

network or assessed from the secured repository of such agency.

(3) If the original electronic record or any computer output contained in
electronic device is sought to be produced in Court, it shall be placed in
anti-static and magnetic proof envelope, to be provided by the party. Such
envelope shall be appropriately labeled by the party with necessary details,
including case number, name of parties, sequence of custody and

certificate, if any and shall be kept in a sterile environment:

Provided that the Court may also direct the party to submit such
electronic data or record contained in electronic device under sub-rule (1)
or direct the same to be transmitted to designated secured repository at

any stage of the trial.

S. No person other than the party to the proceedings, without prior permission of
the Court, shall upload any electronic record through recongnised portal, on the

designated secured repository.

6. The facility of uploading electronic record under these rules, shall be availed by
the party, through their advocates or authorized personnel, at the authorized

centers recognized by the High Court.

7. Upon reception of the electronic record on recognized portal and its
transmission on designatcd sccurcd rcpository, a system generated hash value
of the eleclronic record shall be recorded along with the time of reception and

other necessary properties.
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8.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

If any electronic record is produced under sub-rule (1) of rule 4, the details
containing hash value, date and time of the reception of record, shall be verified
by the party or his advocate, which shall be part of a package file attached along

with such electronic record.

A unique identity number shall be provided to each electronic record submitted
through the recognized portal. The details relating to the electronic record,
including hash value, date and time of the reception of record generated, shall

be considered part of such electronic record forming a package file.

Where the electronic record sought to be produced is already preserved on a
secured repository and has unique identity number and other relevant details,
including hash value, date and time of reception of the record, it shall not be
required to be verified by the party, under rule 8. The identity number of
electronic records, on such server, shall be deemed to be the unique identity

number under rule 9.

The electronic record having unique identity numbers, with other data in
package file, shall be part of record of the concerned case with the leave of the

Court.

After uploading the electronic record on secured repository and assigning the
unique identity number, the electronic device produced, if any, under sub-rule

(1) of rule 4, shall be returned to the party or counsel producing it.

Any party, found to be dumping irrelevant data/electronic records on the
secured repository or recognized portal, may be punished with exemplary costs
to be imposed by the concerned Court. The Court may also direct removal of

such electronic record.

In all cases, where the electronic record is a computer output of secondary
nature, it shall be accompanied by a certificate specified in the Schedule of the
Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam, 2023 (47 of 2023), at the time of submission:

Provided that nothing contained herein shall preclude any party

submitting such certificate subsequently, after obtaining leave of the Court:
Provided further that nothing contained herein shall be construed to
exempt a party from filing the certificate, in original, during the proceedings of

the case.

15. (1) Where the €electronic record is of such nature, that disclosure of such record

is prohibited or not in the interest of the parties or victim, the electronic
record may, with the leave of the Court, be directly presented in the Court,

without presentation under rule 4:
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Provided that the Court may, for the reasons to be recorded in writing,
permit submission of electronic record, otherwise than through recognized

portal or designated secured repository.

(2) No electronic record disclosing identity of any person, against whom an
offence under section 64 or 65 or 66 or 67 or 68 or 69 or 70 or 71 of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023 (45 of 2023) or any other sexual offence is

alleged or found to have been committed, shall be presented under rule 4.

CHAPTER-III

ACCESS AND USAGE OF ELECTRONIC RECORD IN JUDICIAL
PROCEEDINGS

16. (1) A copy of any electronic record, with packaged files, submitted under these

rules, may be furnished to any party, victim or any other person finder
law, through electronic means in read only format and shall be considered

as duly furnished:

Provided that if any such electronic record is voluminous or sensitive
in nature, requiring non-disclosure of the contents of such electronic
record, instead of furnishing the party or the victim with a-copy.thereof,
the Court may direct that the parties shall only be allowed to inspect it,

either personally or through an advocate in Court.

(2) Any link providing access to such electronic record with other package
files, preserved on designated secured repository, shall also be considered

as due compliance of the provision in this regard.

17. (1) Any electronic record with package files, if any, presented under these rules,

18.

may be received in evidence and stored on the designated secured
repository.

(2) Electronic record and package files admitted in evidence shall be endorsed
as per law and the Court may affix its electronic signatures or identify the
same in its deposition sheet or order, with reference to its unique identity
number. Such electronic record and package files shall form a part of the

record for all purposes.

The Court may permit to provide a copy or permit access to the electronic record
with package files for expert/forensic examination, on an application by the
party. The cost of preparing such copy shall be borne by the party making the

application.
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1)

20.

21.

22.

Where an electronic record is made available in electronic form on any
Government portal and a copy thereof, including printout, is produced, the
Court may upon satisfaction as to the authenticity and admissibility of the
electronic record, compare such copy from the electronic record and receive both
in evidence. The Court shall make an appropriate endorsement on copy,

including the details of the source of electronic record.

Nothing in these rules shall be construed as, dispensing with the proof of the

electronic record, in accordance with the law.

A certified copy of the electronic record admitted in evidence, may be provided
with the certificate of the authorize personnel in read only or write blocked
mode. Such certificate shall provide hash value of the electronic record and shall
be dated and subscribed by such authorized personnel with his name and
official title and shall be electronically signed. Such authorized personnel shall

be deemed to have custody of such electronic record.

CHAPTER-IV
PRESERVATION OF ELECTRONIC RECORDS

The electronic record forming part of the Court record shall be preserved in the
designated secured repository for such period, as the rules for destruction of
the case record provides. The electronic record may be erased from the

designated secured repository, after the lapse of such period.

23. (1) Where any electronic record is produced in an electronic device, the Court

may, after the party transmits the electronic record on designated
repository or produces a certified copy of the same, return the electronic
device to the party producing it or may direct its retention, for the reasons

to be recorded, in writing.

(2) The Court may also order removal of the electronic record, before return of

electronic device to the party producing it.
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CHAPTER-V
MISCELLANEOUS

24. (1) The High Court may, from time to time, issue guidelines for the technical
standards for electronic records and maintenance, protection and data
recovery of designated secured repository.

(2) Until indigenous secured repository is created by the High Court, the High
Court may recognize any other secured repository for the purposes of these
rules, which is in consonance with the Information Technology
(Information Security Practices and Procedures for Protected System)

Rules, 2018, as amended from time to time.

25. No person shall use any electronic record on the designated secured repository

for the purposes other than as provided under these rules.

By order and in the name of the Governor of Madhya Pradesh,
KRISHNAVENI DESAVATU, Secy.
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