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Sub: Compliance with directions regarding priority disposal, anonymity and
confidentiality in cases involving HIV-Positive persons.

[n compliance of the directions passed by the Hon’ble Supreme Court in its
Judgment dated 26.09.2023 in Civil Appeal No. 7175/2021 titled “CPL Ashish
Kumar Chauhan (Retd ) vs. Commanding Officer & Ors.” and in furtherance of
the provisions of the Human Immunodeficiency Virus and Acquired Immune
Deficiency Svndrome (Prevention and Control) Act. 2017, Hon’ble the Chief
Justice has been pleased to direct that in any legal proceedings concerning or
relating to an HIV-Positive person, the Courts shall take up and dispose of such
proceedings on priority basis in terms of Section 34(2) of the said Act. Itis further
directed that the anonymity and confidentiality of the name of the HIV-Positive
person shall be strictly maintained by substituting the name of such person with a

pseudonym in all records of proceedings, including orders and judgments.

All Courts shall also ensure that access to such records is strictly restricted
to duly authorized persons only. Wherever required. appropriate safeguards,
including conducting proceedings in-camera, maintaining records in sealed cover,
and redacting identifying particulars, shall be adopted to prevent any disclosure of

identity.

All concerned are directed to ensure immediate and scrupulous compliance

of the above directions.

By Order of Hon ble the Chief Justice
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