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HIGH COURT OF MADHYA PRADESH: JABALPUR

. “: DoAY . . gy
No. 52'5._‘;.-3;.;’553“ Jabalpur, dated 2 /02;’2(;2&
H-2-5/20z28

To,
The Principal District and Sessions Judge(s),
Allin the State (M.P.)

supjecti- Complance  of directions of Honmourable the
supreme Court of India order dated 05.02.2026
pr‘“?f‘d i Criminal Appeal No. 70172026 {Arising
out of SLF {Crl) No.o 18886/2025) in the case of
RE‘*-;?‘i‘:l:—‘yr'J"ar'; Cheltameni Vs, State Rep by
Superintendent of Customs,

S/ Madam,
Please fmci enclesed herewith a copy of the order

passed by Honcurable the Supreme Court of india dated
05.02.2020 in Criminal Appeal No. 70L/2028 {Arising out
of SLP {Orl} No. 18886/2025) in the case of “Reginamary
Chellamani Vs, State Rep by Superintendent of Customs”.

As directad, T request vou o bring the same inio
the knowiedge of ail the Judicial Officers under vour kind
control fnr information, compliance and necessary action.
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Further, 1n pursuance to order dated 05,02

*“"‘:

passed by the Hon'ble Supreme Court, Hon'ble the Ch
Justice has  been pleased to  direct o issue  following
inatructicns/ guideiines o all the Trial Courts which zre to be
adopted and put inito practice scrupulously by all the
concerned Trial Courts within the state -

LI is incumbent upon the Tvial Courts dealing with
criminal proceedings wherein accused is unrepresented
to  dnform  the accused of their right to legal
rapresentalion and their entitlement fo be representad by
Legal Aid counsel, in the event they cunnot afford «

Cousel,

2. The Triel Courts shall record the offer madde to the
accused in this regard and aiso response of the aecused
to the offer moade us well as the action ifoken thereupon
in their orders, hefore commenging the exczmmatwn of
the witnssses, '

ks I

CiH VY $
T g “2 W l‘(;“‘

L L Y.

1




You o are further roguested 1o communicate  he
ahove instructions/guidelines oooall the Judicial Cillcors
working Lmder vour contel and supervision for compliance in
istier and spirtt and fo intmate further that any deviation or
non complance of the said nstructions will be viewed
sevicusly,

Encli- As above.

M :: KESH RAWAT
REGISTREAR Distlrict Establishrment

Jabalpur. ¢ 54,:*2.{,»- 02/ 2026
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Copy forwarded oo
The Pr'ir‘-:':'%pal Registrar [}/ Registrar L1}/
Registrar (1 & L), Directer. Madhva Pradesh State Judicial
Academy, Jabalpur and Assistant Registrar M Supreme
Court, Section for information and appropriate au;]m*

MUKESH E:uw AI
REGISTEAR District Bstablishment
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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA

CRIMINAL APPELLATE JURISDICTION

CRIMINAL APPEAL NG. ‘% -  QOF 2026
{arising out of SLP{Crl.} No. 18886/2025)

REGINAMARY CHELLAMANI APPELLANT(S)
YERSUS

STATE REP BY RESPONDENT(S)

SUPERINTENDENT OF CUSTOMS

O RDER

Leave granted.

The appellant, Reginamary Chellamani,
is aggrieved by the denial of regular bail
by the High Court of Judicature at Madras,

ide order dated 24.87.2025 passed in
Crl.0.P. No. 7887/2025, in relation to
Case R.R. No. 44/2821 (C.C. No. 225/2022
on the fite of the learned Principal

Special Judge under EC and NDBS Act Cases,
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Chennail}, for the offences punishable
under  Section 8{c} read with Sections
2e{bj{ii)(Cy, 22{c), 2%, 28 and 29 of the
Narocotic Brugs and Psychotropic Substances
ACT, 1885 read with Section 135 of the
Customs Act, 1882,

The amount of contraband substance
aliegedly selzed from the person of the
appeilant, Reginamary Chellamani, is
stated to be above the commercial guantity
prescribed  in that  regard  under  the
aforestated enactment. We, however, find
that the appelliant, Reginamary Chellamani,
has been in custody for 4 vears 1 month

andt 28 davs as on date,

Biven the length of  incarceration
that the appellant has already suffered
and as  an  ddentically situated accused
person, who was travelling along with the
appetlant, Reginamary Chellamani, on the
same flight, has been granted ball by this

Court, we are inclined to grant the same
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relief te the appellant at this stage.

The appeal is accordingly allowsed,
setting aside the impugned order dated
24,87, 26825,

The appellant, Reginamary Chellamani,
is directed to be released on bail in
connection with the aforestated NDPS case,
on  stringent terms and conditions to he
fixed by the trial Court. In addition,
the appellant, Reginamary Chellamani,
shall surrender her passport before the

trial Court.

The appeliant, Reginamary Chellamand,
shall cooperate during the course of the
trial and  shall not  take unnecessary

adjournment s,

The trial Court shall endeavour fto
conclude the trial at the earliest,

We clarify that we have not made Aty
observations/comments on the merits of the
case and any observation made in  this

order iz meant only for the limirted
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purpoese of grant of bail,

We may ailso noete at this stage that
the appellant did nol c¢ross examing the
witnesses at the initial stage and it was
only after she engaged her own counsel and
her  application  for re-examining those
witnesses  was  allowed  that  she  was

permitted to do s0.

It is incumbenti upon the trial Courts
dealing with criminal proceedings, faced
with  such  situations, to  inform  (he
accused of their right o legal
representation and their entitiement to be
represented by legal aid counsel in the
event they cannot afford ”a counsel. The
trial Courts shall record the offer made
o the accused in  this regard, the
response of the accused to such offer and
also the action taken thersupon in their
orders, before commencing examination of

the witnesses,

This procedure requires fo be adopted

antd put In practice scrupulously,
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This order shall be communicated to
the Chief Justices of all the High Courts

to  enable suirable instructions Being

issued in this regard to all the concerned
trial Courts within the State,

Pending application{s}, if any, shall
stand disposed of.

...................... 3.
(SANJAY KUMAR)

...................... J.

(K. VINOD CHANDRAN)
NEW DELHI:

FEBRUARY 65, 20626,
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