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Message

Shri K.Vinod Kujur

Principal District and Sessions judge, Durg

The organizing of the Special Lok Adalat targeting cases under Section 138 of the
Negotiable Instruments Act provides a meaningful opportunity to reflect upon the
role of alternative dispute resolution mechanisms in our judicial framework. It is
a day to reaffirm our commitment toward ensuring swift, accessible, and amicable
justice for all litigants, reducing court pendency and encouraging collective
responsibility to create a legally aware society.

           The celebration of this occasion at the Principal District and Sessions Court,  
Durg, has been organized in the spirit of guidance and inspiration received from
Hon’ble the High Court of Chhattisgarh, Bilaspur particularly under the visionary
leadership of Hon'ble Mr. Justice Ramesh Sinha, Hon'ble The Chief Justice High
Court Of Chhattisgarh . The encouragement extended by the Hon'ble High Court
continues to inspire initiatives that promote awareness about the efficacy, safety,
and speed of the Lok Adalat system within the justice delivery mechanism and
beyond.

     This session's core theme,Resolution through Compromise," conveys a
profound and constructive message. When society resolves financial disputes
through mutual settlement, respect, education, and cooperation, the entire
community benefits. Settling banking and cheque bounce disputes amicably
strengthens trust in commercial transactions, families, institutions, and the
nation itself. It is through such cooperative efforts that we move closer to
achieving the ideals of justice, equality, and human dignity envisioned in our
constitutional framework.The programme organized by the District Legal Services
Authority, Durg, seeks to promote awareness regarding the legal benefits available
to litigants under the Negotiable Instruments Act. 

           It is my humble hope that the discussions, counseling, and conciliation held
during this event will prove useful and effective in enhancing understanding and
awareness among all participants, financial institutions, and borrowers.Within
the District Court establishment, we remain committed to fostering an
environment of efficiency, respect, and fairness for all. Every effort is made to
ensure that litigants seeking settlement are provided a supportive atmosphere that
enables them to resolve their long-standing legal burdens with confidence and
security.On this important occasion, I extend my heartfelt greetings and best
wishes to all the  judicial officers, legal practitioners, bank representatives, and
litigants. May this special drive inspire continued efforts towards building a
society where judicial resolution is speedy, protected, and highly valued.

(Sd/-)
K. Vinod Kujur 

Principal District and Sessions Judge
Chairman District Legal Services authority

 Durg , Chhattisgarh  



                                       Arrival of Dignitaries and Inaugural CeremonYArrival of Dignitaries and Inaugural CeremonYArrival of Dignitaries and Inaugural CeremonY

The seminar commenced on an inspiring note with the gracious arrival of TheThe seminar commenced on an inspiring note with the gracious arrival of TheThe seminar commenced on an inspiring note with the gracious arrival of The
Principal District and Sessions Judge, Durg; The Principal Judge, Family Court,Principal District and Sessions Judge, Durg; The Principal Judge, Family Court,Principal District and Sessions Judge, Durg; The Principal Judge, Family Court,
DurgDurgDurg      and esteemed members of the District Bar Association. Their distinguishedand esteemed members of the District Bar Association. Their distinguishedand esteemed members of the District Bar Association. Their distinguished
presence lent dignity and prominence to the occasion, reflecting the sharedpresence lent dignity and prominence to the occasion, reflecting the sharedpresence lent dignity and prominence to the occasion, reflecting the shared
commitment of the Bench and the Bar towards the effective administration ofcommitment of the Bench and the Bar towards the effective administration ofcommitment of the Bench and the Bar towards the effective administration of
justice.justice.justice.

                     The dignitaries were accorded a warm welcome by judicial officers andThe dignitaries were accorded a warm welcome by judicial officers andThe dignitaries were accorded a warm welcome by judicial officers and
members of the District Legal Services Authority. The solemn ceremony createdmembers of the District Legal Services Authority. The solemn ceremony createdmembers of the District Legal Services Authority. The solemn ceremony created
an atmosphere of enthusiasm and purpose, setting the stage for meaningfulan atmosphere of enthusiasm and purpose, setting the stage for meaningfulan atmosphere of enthusiasm and purpose, setting the stage for meaningful
deliberations throughout the seminar.deliberations throughout the seminar.deliberations throughout the seminar.

                                 The inaugural session marked the beginning of an insightful discussion onThe inaugural session marked the beginning of an insightful discussion onThe inaugural session marked the beginning of an insightful discussion on
the Overview of Section 138 of the Negotiable Instruments Act with Reference tothe Overview of Section 138 of the Negotiable Instruments Act with Reference tothe Overview of Section 138 of the Negotiable Instruments Act with Reference to
Special Lok Adalat. The active participation of judicial officers and advocatesSpecial Lok Adalat. The active participation of judicial officers and advocatesSpecial Lok Adalat. The active participation of judicial officers and advocates
enriched the proceedings and underscored the importance of collaborativeenriched the proceedings and underscored the importance of collaborativeenriched the proceedings and underscored the importance of collaborative
efforts in promoting speedy, effective, and amicable settlement of chequeefforts in promoting speedy, effective, and amicable settlement of chequeefforts in promoting speedy, effective, and amicable settlement of cheque
dishonour cases. The occasion served as a significant step towards ensuring thedishonour cases. The occasion served as a significant step towards ensuring thedishonour cases. The occasion served as a significant step towards ensuring the
success of the forthcoming Special Lok Adalat and strengthening access to justicesuccess of the forthcoming Special Lok Adalat and strengthening access to justicesuccess of the forthcoming Special Lok Adalat and strengthening access to justice
for all.for all.for all.

             Arrival of Dignitaries and Inaugural CeremonY

The seminar commenced on an inspiring note with the gracious arrival of The
Principal District and Sessions Judge, Durg; The Principal Judge, Family Court,
Durg  and esteemed members of the District Bar Association. Their distinguished
presence lent dignity and prominence to the occasion, reflecting the shared
commitment of the Bench and the Bar towards the effective administration of
justice.

       The dignitaries were accorded a warm welcome by judicial officers and
members of the District Legal Services Authority. The solemn ceremony created
an atmosphere of enthusiasm and purpose, setting the stage for meaningful
deliberations throughout the seminar.

           The inaugural session marked the beginning of an insightful discussion on
the Overview of Section 138 of the Negotiable Instruments Act with Reference to
Special Lok Adalat. The active participation of judicial officers and advocates
enriched the proceedings and underscored the importance of collaborative
efforts in promoting speedy, effective, and amicable settlement of cheque
dishonour cases. The occasion served as a significant step towards ensuring the
success of the forthcoming Special Lok Adalat and strengthening access to justice
for all.



The programme commenced with the traditional lighting of the ceremonial
lamp by the dignitaries. The ceremonial lamp symbolizing knowledge, wisdom
and the dispelling of ignorance , marked by auspicious beginning of the seminar
and reflected the committment of the legal fraternity towards ensuring access to
justice through the forthcoming special lok adalat 18 July 2026.



Welcome Address
The seminar began with a welcome
address by Ku. Sharda Sharma, XVI Civil
Judge ( Junior Division), Durg, who
extended a cordial welcome to the
dignitaries, judicial officers, members of
the District Bar, and all participants
present on the occasion. During the
address, the significance of the seminar
was highlighted in the context of
enhancing awareness regarding the
provisions of Section 138 of the Negotiable
Instruments Act and ensuring the effective
conduct of the forthcoming Special Lok
Adalat scheduled for 18 July 2026. The
programme was described as an important
step towards promoting legal awareness
and facilitating the expeditious resolution
of disputes through alternative dispute
resolution mechanisms. A special welcome
was accorded to Shri K. Vinod Kujur,
Principal District and Sessions Judge,
Durg, whose visionary leadership and
unwavering commitment to judicial
administration were acknowledged with
appreciation. His continuous guidance and
support in advancing legal literacy, judicial
excellence, and access to justice were
particularly recognized.

As a mark of respect and honour, the
distinguished guests were welcomed with
plant saplings. Shri K. Vinod Kujur, Principal
District and Sessions Judge, Durg, was
welcomed by Shri Virendra Singh, III
Additional Judge to the Court of I Civil Judge,
Senior Division, Durg. Shri Thomas Ekka,
Principal Judge, Family Court, Durg, was
welcomed by Smt. Aishwarya Diwan, XVII
Civil Judge ( Junior Division), Durg. Shri
Ramesh Sharma, President, District Bar
Association, Durg, was welcomed  by Shri
Prashant Joshi, Advocate, Durg.



Technical Session

During the seminar, Shri Pankaj
Sharma, XIV Civil Judge( Junior
Division), Durg, delivered an insightful
and thought-provoking address on the
practical and legal dimensions of
Section 138 of the Negotiable
Instruments Act in the context of the
forthcoming Special Lok Adalat 18 July
2026. He highlighted the growing
significance of cheque transactions in
commercial and personal dealings and
emphasized the need to uphold trust
and accountability in financial
transactions.

     He elaborated upon the object and purpose of Section 138  of the Negotiable
Instruments Act, explaining how the provision serves as an important legal
mechanism to ensure credibility in banking operations and discourage defaults in
cheque payments. He further discussed the essential ingredients of the offence,
procedural requirements, and recent judicial developments governing cheque
dishonour cases.

       Addressing several practical issues commonly encountered in cheque dishonour
litigation, Shri Pankaj Sharma elaborated on questions relating to territorial
jurisdiction, limitation, condonation of delay, premature complaints, issuance of
demand notices, rights of legal heirs, and the effect of part payment of the cheque
amount. He highlighted important judicial principles governing these aspects and
stressed the need for strict compliance with statutory timelines and procedural
safeguards.

     Referring to the growing pendency of cheque dishonour cases across the country,
Shri Pankaj Sharma emphasized that disputes under Section 138 are primarily
financial in nature and are often amenable to settlement through dialogue and
mutual understanding. In this context, he underscored the vital role played by Lok
Adalats in facilitating speedy, economical, and amicable resolution of such disputes.



       He noted that a collaborative approach between the Bench, the Bar, and litigants
is essential for achieving the objectives of accessible, affordable, and speedy justice.
The session concluded with an engaging interaction with the participants, during
which Shri Sharma addressed practical issues relating to cheque dishonour cases
and highlighted best practices for ensuring effective disposal of matters through the
Special Lok Adalat. His address was widely appreciated for its practical insights and
relevance to the successful conduct of the upcoming programme.

   Further elaborating on the importance of  alternative  dispute resolution
mechanisms, he encouraged advocates and litigants to actively participate in the
forthcoming Special Lok Adalat and explore settlement opportunities in deserving
cases.

      Emphasizing the role of Special Lok Adalats, Shri Pankaj Sharma stated that such
forums provide an effective platform for the amicable settlement of disputes,
reducing litigation and promoting harmonious resolution between parties. He
observed that negotiated settlements not only save valuable judicial time but also
help litigants avoid prolonged legal proceedings and financial burdens.



During the seminar, Shri Rahul Sori, IV
Additional judge to the court of I Civil
Judge Junior Division, Durg, delivered a
highly practical and engaging address
focusing on the real-world challenges
encountered in cases arising under
Section 138 of the Negotiable
Instruments Act. Drawing from
practical experiences and judicial
observations, He highlighted the
common issues faced by litigants,
advocates, and courts in the effective
adjudication and settlement of cheque
dishonour matters. He discussed the
various procedural and practical
challenges that frequently arise in such
cases, including delays in service of
notices, difficulties in securing the
presence of parties, prolonged
litigation, and the growing burden of
cheque dishonour cases on the judicial
system.

    He observed that while the provision serves an important role in
maintaining the credibility of commercial transactions and financial
discipline, procedural delays and prolonged litigation often prevent parties
from obtaining timely relief. He encouraged advocates to identify suitable
cases for settlement at an early stage and to counsel their clients regarding the
benefits of amicable resolution. He observed that a practical and solution-
oriented approach can significantly reduce litigation costs, save valuable time,
and help restore business and personal relationships between the parties. He
highlighted that Special Lok Adalats offer a unique opportunity to resolve
disputes efficiently while ensuring fairness and satisfaction for both parties.
He also emphasized the need for effective communication, realistic settlement
proposals, and a positive mindset among stakeholders to maximize the
success of the initiative. 

   



   

      The session concluded with an interactive discussion,  during which   
Shri Rahul Sori responded to queries from participants and shared
practical insights for overcoming challenges in cheque dishonour litigation.
His address was widely appreciated for its balanced approach, practical
suggestions, and comprehensive coverage of the legal and procedural
aspects relating to Section 138 matters.



During the seminar, Shri Ramesh Sharma, The President, District Bar
Association, Durg, delivered an insightful address emphasizing the vital role
of the legal fraternity in ensuring the success of the forthcoming Special Lok
Adalat 18 July 2026.He encouraged advocates to take a proactive role in
identifying suitable cases for settlement and to guide litigants regarding the
advantages of amicable resolution. He observed that legal practitioners,
being the first point of contact for litigants, can play a transformative role in
fostering a settlement-oriented approach and promoting confidence in
alternative dispute resolution mechanisms. Highlighting the spirit of
cooperation between the Bench and the Bar, he assured the full support of
the District Bar Association in making the forthcoming Special Lok Adalat a
grand success. He also appreciated the efforts of the District Legal Services
Authority, Durg, in organizing the seminar and creating awareness about the
significance of effective settlement of cheque dishonour cases.



The seminar was further enriched by the inspiring and thought-provoking
address delivered by Shri K. Vinod Kujur, Principal District and Sessions
Judge, Durg. In his characteristic style, he motivated the participants to view
the forthcoming Special Lok Adalat not merely as a procedural exercise, but
as a meaningful opportunity to bring justice closer to the people through
dialogue, understanding, and collective effort.

        Emphasizing the transformative role of Legal Services Institutions,  Shri
K. Vinod Kujur, Principal District and sessions Judge, Durg highlighted that
the true strength of the justice delivery system lies in its ability to provide
timely, accessible, and effective remedies to litigants. He encouraged
judicial officers and advocates to approach each case with a solution-
oriented mindset and to work collaboratively towards achieving fair and
amicable settlements.

     Reflecting upon the fruitful discussions and enthusiastic participation
witnessed throughout the seminar, he observed that such deliberative
platforms play a crucial role in enhancing awareness, strengthening
professional collaboration, and promoting a deeper understanding of the
objectives of the forthcoming Special Lok Adalat. He expressed confidence
that the knowledge and practical insights shared during the programme
would significantly contribute to its success.



Further Shri K. Vinod Kujur,
Principal District and Sessions
Judge, Durg, expressed his
sincere appreciation to all the
resource persons, judicial
officers, learned members of the
Bar, and participants for their
active involvement and valuable
contributions to the seminar. He
also lauded the efforts of the
District Legal Services
Authority, Durg, and the
organizing team for ensuring
the smooth and successful
conduct of the programme.

His words of appreciation and encouragement brought the programme to a
fitting conclusion, leaving the participants motivated and inspired to
contribute towards the successful conduct of the forthcoming Special Lok
Adalat 18 July 2026.



The programme concluded with a sincere Vote of Thanks, expressing
heartfelt gratitude to all the dignitaries, resource persons, judicial officers,
advocates, and participants for their valuable presence and active
participation. Special appreciation was extended to the esteemed speakers
for their insightful deliberations and practical guidance, which greatly
enriched the seminar. Gratitude was also conveyed to all those whose
dedicated efforts ensured the smooth and successful conduct of the
programme. With renewed enthusiasm and a shared commitment towards
the success of the forthcoming Special Lok Adalat 18 July 2026, the seminar
concluded on an inspiring and positive note.

Vote Of Thanks
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	He observed that while the provision serves an important role in maintaining the credibility of commercial transactions and financial discipline, procedural delays and prolonged litigation often prevent parties from obtaining timely relief. He encouraged advocates to identify suitable cases for settlement at an early stage and to counsel their clients regarding the benefits of amicable resolution. He observed that a practical and solution-oriented approach can significantly reduce litigation costs, save valuable time, and help restore business and personal relationships between the parties. He highlighted that Special Lok Adalats offer a unique opportunity to resolve disputes efficiently while ensuring fairness and satisfaction for both parties. He also emphasized the need for effective communication, realistic settlement proposals, and a positive mindset among stakeholders to maximize the success of the initiative.
	His words of appreciation and encouragement brought the programme to a fitting conclusion, leaving the participants motivated and inspired to contribute towards the successful conduct of the forthcoming Special Lok Adalat 18 July 2026.

