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ANDHRA PRADESH ACTS, ORDINANCES AND
REGULATIONS Ete.,

The following Act of the Andhra Pradesh Legislature received the assent
of the Governor on the 25" March, 2026 and the said assent is heféby first
‘published on the 2% April, 2026 in the Andhra Pradesh Gazette for general
information : ‘ /

"ACT No. 16 of 2026
AN ACT TO ENACT THE LAW RELATING TO PRISONS AND PROVIDE

FOR THE SAFE CUSTOBY, CORRECTION, REFORMATION AND

- REHABILITATION OF PRISONERS AS LAW ABIDING CITIZENS, AND

'MANAGEMENT OF PRISONS AND CORRECTIONAL SERVICES IN THE

STATE OF ANDHRA PRADESH AND FOR MATTERS CONNECTED -

THEREWITH OR INCIDENTAL THERETO. '

‘Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Andhra Pradesh in the

Sevénty-seventh Year of the Republic of India as follows:-
&

CHAPTER |
~ PRELIMINARY

&

1. . 41 ’f‘h?é Act may bé called the Andhra Pradesh Prisons and Short title
. o y . extent and

Correctional Services Act, 2026. f Commencement.

' (2) Itshall extend to the whole of the State of Andhra Pradesh.

(3) Itshall comé’inrtc} force on such date as the State Government
may, by notification in the Andhra Pradesh Gazette, appoim.
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Definitions.

(8)

?n this Act, unless the context otherwise requires:

(1

2)

“After-care Service” means a service or acfivity aimed at
the rehabilitation of the released prisoner for enabling him to
lead life as a dutiful citizen.

“Civil Prisoner” means any prisoner who is not committed to
~ custody under a writ, warrant or'@fcie{ of any court or authority

3)

@)

exercising criminal jurisdiction, or by the order of a court martial
and who is not a detenue.

“Convict” means any prisoner under sentence of a court
exercising criminal jurisdiction or court martial.

“Correctional Service” means any service or program aimed
-at the reformation and rehabilitation of an inmate, and includes
services related to the assessment, supervision, treatment,

~ training, control, custody of an inmate.

®)

(6)

(%

©

| (10)

“Court” includes any officer lawfully exercising civil, criminal
or revenue jurisdiction.

“Directorate” means the Directorate of Prisons and
Correctional Services of the State.

“aétenue”‘ means érsy person detained in prison on the orders
of a competent authority under any law providing for preventive
detention. . ‘ :

“Family” means Spauséi children, siblings, parents, grand-
parents, grafidchiidren, and in the context of transgender
inmates, people related through socio-religious family system.

“Foreign Prisoner” means any prisoner who is not a citizen
of India. ‘

“Furlough” means short leave granted to a convict, after
undergoing a prescribed period of senténdée as an incentive
for maintaining good conduct in prison.

“Government” means the Government of Andhra Pradesh.

“Habitual Offender” means a person who, during any
continuous period of five (5) years, whether before or after the
commencement of the Andhra Pradesh Habitual Offenders Act,
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1962 or parily before and partly after such commencement
has been sentenced on conviction on not less than three
occasions after he attained the age of eighteen (18) years to
a substantive term of imprisonment for any one or more of the

- scheduled offences committed on different occasions and not
'so connected together as to form parts of the same
transacitan such sentence flo% having been reversed in appeal
or on revision:

Provided that in computing the centirfueus period.of five (5}
years referred to above, any period spent in jail either under a

- sentence of imprisonment or under detention shall not be taken
‘into account,

Explanation - An order requiring a peréon to give security for
good behaviour with reference to section 128 of Bharatiya

- Nagarik Surak ha Sanmta 2023, shall be deemed to amount

(13)

(14)

(15)

to a sentence of substantive lmpnsonment \mthm the meaning
_ of this clause.

=

“Head of the Directorate of Prisons and Correctional
Services” means.an officer appointed by the Government as
head of the Directorate of Prisons and Correctional Services.

“High-risk Prisoner” means a prisoner with high propensity

towards vmience escape, seif-harm disorderly behaviour,
likely to create unrest in the prison and a threat to public order

Act No. 4 of 1862,

Central Act No. 46
of 2023.

and includes those engaged in argarzzsad crime and terrorist
activities.

“!‘ligh;Securi‘iy Prison” means an independent self
sufficient prison complex with dynamic and strengthened

. security systems with provision for an independent Court
complex, efc., to house convicted and under trial inmates, who

need to be kept in a high seéurity custody area, such as
persons involved in terrorist activities, gangsters, dangerous
prisoners, hardened criminals, habitual offenders, prisoners

- with high propensity of escape, have the potential of rioting

(16)

and negatively influencing other inmates, etc.

“History Ticket” means the ticket, either in physical or
electronic form, exhibiting all relevant information in respect
of a prisoner.
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Central Act No. 46
of 2023,

(17)

(18)

(19)

(20)

“Inmate” means any person lawfully confined in a prison and
correctional institution.

“Institution” means a place where prisoners are lawfully
confined.

“Institution _for Young Offenders” means a prison for
young prisoners established to ensure their care, welfare and
rehabilitation, to provide an environment of education and
training conducive to their reformation.

“Medical Officer” in relation to prisons means a qualified
~ Government medical practitioner deputed as a medical officer

(21)

(22)

ofa prison.

“Medical Subordinate Staff” means a qualified Medical
Assistant, such as Pharmacist, Nurse, Lab Technician, Male
nursing orderly, Female nursmg orderly and other paramedicai
staffdeputed in a Prsscm to pfgfiée medical assistance.

“Open Prisons / Semi Open Priséaé” means a place for
confinement of eligible prisoners on such conditions, as may
be prescnbed under the rules, for giving them more liberty

~ outside a regular prison for fac; ;tatmg their rehabilitation after

@)

(24)

release.

“Pamie” means temporary reiease of a canv;ot for a short
penaf} of time for attendmg to famxha and socxa! obligations.

“Prison’* means any place used permanently or temporarily
under general or special orders of the Government for the
detention of prisoners and includes afl lands and buildings
appurtenant thereto, but does not mciude -

(a) any place for the cenfmement of mzsme;‘s who are
exclusively in the custody of the ;:»aitae '

(b) any place specially appointed by the Government under
- _Section 457 of the Bharatiya Nagarik Sur‘aks’ha Sanhita, 2023;

. (c) any place wmch has been declared by the Government by
a general or spacsa order to be a subsidiary jail.
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(25) “Prison Officer” means an officer belonging to the
Department of Prisons and Correctional Services and includes
officers of any other security force or any other service
deployed in the prison for assistifig the priéan administration
for the safe custody of/providing correctional services to the
prisoners.

- (26) “Prison Staff’ means an employee appointed by the
Directorate, other than a prison officer, who exercises powers
or performs duties or functions related to the administration of
this Act or as maybe assigned by the Government.

(27) “Prisoner” means a person committed to custody in a
prison under the writ, warrant, order or sentence of a Court or
a competent authority and includes convicted prisoner, civil
prisoner; undertrial prisoner, prisoner remanded by a court to
prison custody under the orders of a competent authority and
a detenue. ; |

(28) “Prohibited article (contraband)” means any item that
presents a threat to the safety or security of the prisoners,
prison staff, prison institution or any object, substance, or
material forbidden by the Prisons and Correctional Institutions
orthe Gc_wernmént from being in a prisoner’s possession, like
cell phone, a communication device, drugs or anything that

~can be used as a wea{:«or} or to aid in escape, such as fire
arms or any of its part,}éxp!osives, knives, wire, tools,
‘chemicals, razor blades, alcohol, matches, lighters or any
article, the introduction or removal of which into or out of a

prisén is prohibited i;y this Act or by the rules framed under
the Act or by any other law or by any notification of the
Government. - ' M o

(29) “Recidivist” means any prisoner who is convicted for a

crime more than once.

- (30) “Remission” means a concession granted to an ‘eligible
convicted prisoner by the competent 'authgréty with the prospect
of early release from prison by shortening of sentence, as "may
be prescribed under the rules.

- {31) “Rule” méans a rule made under this Act.

(32) “Officer-in-charge of a Prison” means an officer appointed
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The functions of
Prisons and
Correctional
Institutions.

(33)

(34)

(35)

by the competent authority as in-charge of a prison, namely
Superintendent, Additional Superintendent and Deputy
Superintendent, etc.

“Undertrial prisoner” means a person who is not a convict
and has been committed to judicial custody pending
investigation by the police or trial by a court of competent
jurisdiction. -

“Wireless Communication Device” means a mobile phone,
computer, tablet, laptop; palmtop or any other electronic device
used for unauthorized communication using any cellular or
satellite network or any other device notified by the competent
authority. '

“Young Offender” means a prisoner who has attained the .
age of eighteen (18) years and has not attained the age of
twenty one (21) years. ‘ ‘

 CHAPTER - 1I

' FUNCTIONS OF PRISONS AND CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTIONS

. 3. The fun?.:finns of Prisons and Correctional Institutions as follows,
namely, - ‘

A1)

@)

3)

“4)

To keep in safe cuétbdy, a prisoner committed to it under any
writ, warrant or by the order of any court or any other competent
authority; :

To take suitable measures for the safety and security of
prisoners; o

To provide the prisoners with food, clothing, accomnfiodation,
other necessities and medical treatment;

To provide correctional treatment to the prisoners with the’
objective of rehabilitating them in the society as law abiciing
citizens; and o

- To maintain discipline in the prisba in‘accordance with the
provisions of this Act and the rules made thereunder.
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CHAPTER - 1l

PRISON ACCOMMODATION
The Government shall provide sufficient number of prisons and
correctional institutions in the State of Andhra Pradesh for

- accommodating the prisoners, which may be constructed and
maintained in such manner so as to comply with the requirements
of this Act.

5. (1)

(2)

3)

(4)

®)

(6)

The pattern of construction of a prison, ground space, air
space, ventilation of cells, barracks, bathing places, kitchen,
work-sheds, hospitals etc., shall conform to such standards
and requirements, as maybe prescribed under the rules.

The standards of security for each prison shai‘f be such as may
be prescribed under the rules.

Prisons may be designed in such a manner so as to facilitate
segregation and separate lodging of various categories of
prisoners without any discrimination based on caste, gender

. and disability and for for aitending to special needs of prisoners
such as women / transgender/persons with disabilities/

- persons suffering from contagious disease or mental iliness
or substance abuse/old and infirm prisoners, under trial
prisoners, convicted prisoners, high security prisoners,
habitual/recidivist prisoners, young offenders, civil prisoners,

~ detenues etc., as may be prescribed andérr therules.

The setuplof prisons and correctional institutions may include
accommodation and other facilities for the prison officers and
other staff as per functional requirement. ' ‘

Wherever there is no provision of a stand-alone High Security
Prison in the State, high risk offenders, hardened criminals
and habitual offenders shall be segregated and lodged in
separate barracks or cells of the jail, which shall have a
provisicfi of keeping them away from mingling with other prison
inmates, young offenders, first time offenders etc.

Suchfseparate accommodation as referred to in éub-séctian(fi)
shall have appropriate advanced architecture, design and

Accommodation
for prisoners.

Prison
architecture

and institutional
pattern.
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institutional pattern, as prescribed under the rules, for keeping
inmates in a safe and secure custody.

Categories of 6. (1) The Government may establish various categories of Prisons
ZZ?Z‘SQZ& and correctional institutions such as:
institutions

(a) Central Prisons;

(b) District Prisons;

(¢)  Special Sub Jails;

(d) - Sub-Jails;
(e) O;fisn Prisons/ Semi Open Prisons;

i) High Security Prisons;

() Special Prisons for Women; and

(h) Institutions for Young Offenders/ Bc?fstat Schoals.

(2) The Government may determine the number of prisons and
correctional institutions of any category and the place at which
these may be established.

(3) Each Central Prison/District Prison‘shaii_havé provision for a
s&parate ward for high-risk prisoners/hardened criminals/
recidivists/ habitual offenders where they may be lodged
separately in cells without the scope of mingling with the other
inmates so as to protect other prisoners from their negative
influence and radicalized thought process.

4) Apprepriate and advanced security infrastructure and
- procedures shall be in place for High-Risk prisoner ward in all
Central/District Prisons. Such prisons shall also have
appropriate provisions for an independent Court complex for

“holding court hearing/trials. '

1. Whenever it appears to the Government that -
Temporary e '
sccommodation
for prisoners. ~ 1 the number of prisoners in a prison is greater than that can

conveniently or safely be kept therein, and it is not convenient
to transfer the excess number to any other prison; or
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)

8. (1)

2)

8. (1)

@)

whenever due to the outbreak of any disease in any prison, or
for any other reason, it is desirable to provide for temporary
shelter and for the safe custody of prisoners, appropriate
provision for temporary prisons may be made, in such manner

as the Government may direct, for the shelter and safe custody
of as many prisoners that cannot be conveniently or safely kept
in a prison.

CHAPTER IV

ORGANIZATIONAL SETUP

There shall be }a Directorate of Prisons and Correctional
Services in the State which shall be responsible for

implementing the prison policies laid down by the State

Government, and will plan, organize, direct, coordinate and

control various prisons and correctional services and matters
connected therewith and incidental thereto. The Directorate
shall consist of such number of officers and staff as may be

- prescribed by the Government from time to time.

The institutional set up may be decided in accordance with

the need and requirement of accommodating the prisoners,
the inmate pcspuiaticfi,awbrkioa:i of prison officers and staff

and the workforce may include executive, ministerial, guarding
staff, correctional officers and staff, medical personnel or any
other officer/staff who may be required to assist in executing

- the functions explained in sub-section (1) and as may be
prescribed under the rules.

For the administration of Prisons and Correctional Services, .

the Government shall -appoint the Head of Prisons &
Correctional Services (of appropriate rank as the Government

may deem fit), subject to the provisions of the Act and the rules

made thereunder.

- The Head of Prisons & Correctional Services shall exercise
powers and perform duties under this Act and other officers
and staff of prisons shall work under the general supervision,

- control and direction of the Head of Prisons & Correctional
Services.

Directorate of
Prisons and
Correctional

Services.

Head of

Prisons and
Correctional

. Services.
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Other Officers
of Prisons._

. Recruitment and
Training.

10.

11,

(3) The Head of Prisons & Correctional Services shall exercise
-such administrative, financial and discipli inary powers as may
be exercised by a Head of Department and such other powers

specifically conferred upon him by the Government from time
to time, as may be prescribed under the rules.

(1) The Government may appoint as many officers as may be

@)

3)

“4)

(5)

(1)

(2)

- necessary to assist the Head of the Directorate of Prisons and
Correctional Services for performing such duties as may be
prescribed under the Act and the rules.

The strength of Prison Officers and staff shall be so fixed by
Government in each cadre as shall be permitted on optimum
basis.

=

For every prison, there shall bean Offiaer~;n««{3harge who may
be a Supermténdem Additional Superintendent, Deputy
Superintendent or any other officer of the Prisons and
Correctional Services, as prescribed unéer the rules.

The genera! administrative corztmi and management of prison
unit shafi vest with the Officer-in-Charge and other officers
and staff shall exercise or perform such duties and funf;itons
under his direction, as maybe gfescribed under the rules and
such administrative and functional control and management
shall be subject to general supervision and control of Director
Generai of Prisons and Correchanai Services.

Saianes and other benefits of officers and staff members may -
be commensurate with the work performed in 'a modern
prisons and correctional system as may be prescribed under

- therules. -

‘The qualifications, recruitment, appointment and training of the
- officers and staff of the Prisons shall be such.as may be

prescribed under the rules.

~Every memi}er of the prrsnn officers and staff in the prison
shall be prowded basic mdactton training and periodic in-

- service tfammg to enable themto perferm their duties efficiently .
and professtcnaf!y
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12.

13,

)

(1

(2)

3)

(4)

- (5)

@

There shall be not less than one training institute to train the
prison officers in different ranks in both induction training and
in-service training programs

CHAPTER-V.

- DUTIES OF PRISON OFFICERS AND STAFF

Subject to the provisions of the Act and the rules made
thereunder or under orders and directions of the Head of
Prisons and Correctional Services, the Officer-In-Charge of a
prison shall manage the prison in all matters including -
admission of prisoners, security of the prison, correctional
programs, allowing visitors inside the prison, expenditure,

- discipline, punishment and control and release of prisoners,
with the aid and assistance of other subordinate officers and
staff.

The Officer-In-Charge shall be responsible for the proper
upkeep of the prison and all equipments and machinery, etc.

of the prison under his charge.

The OfficeMn—Charge shall be responsible for the safe custody
of all documents/records, including records in electronic
format, in his care, and for the money and other articles taken
from prisoners, and perform such other éut:ns and d:scharge
such other functtcms as may be presanbed under the rules.

Officer-in-charge of a pf%sen shai exercise such d:sc&phnary i

powers as assé‘gnéd to him-under-the Act or as prescribed

under the rules for regulation of prisoners, maintaining prison
‘discipline and proper management of the prison, including
high security Wards.

The Qfficer-ih-()harge shall keep or cause to be kept such
records as may be prescribed by rules.

There may be a medical officer for every prison. If the post of

: the Medical Officer is vacant, then the medical officer or the

doctorin-charge of the Government Hospital or the resident
medical officer of the District Civil Hospital may act as the

medical officer of the Sub-Jail or the District or Central Pri son,

as the case may be or any medical officer designated by the

Functions and
Duties of

- Officer-in-
’ Charge.

Medical Officer
and Medical

Staff.
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{2)

(3)

Report on death.
of a prisoner

14.

bxgties of other 15.
prison officers
and staff.

Prison officer
not to be absent
without leave.

17.Prison »officers
and staff not fo

- have business
dealings with-
prisoners and
interest in -

prison
contracts.

Exercise of - 18.
powers of
Officer-in-
Charge and
Medical Officer
in their
absence.

Medical and Health Depa?tment may act as medical officer of
Sub-Jail/Special Sub-Jail/District Jail/Central Jail, as the case
may be.

The Medical Officer shall be under the control of the concerned
in-charge of the Jail and the medical officer shall take charge

- of the entire medical administration of the institution and every
-matter connected to Health Management of Prisoners including
sanitation and hygiene, as prescribed under the rules.

The Medical Officer shall be assisted by the medical
subordinate staff as may be prescribed by rules.

On the death of any prisoner, the }Meciicai Officer shall forthwith
record all relevant details a;nci particulars of the case, as may
be prescribed under the rules, and send the report to the Head
of Prisons and Correctional Services fhfough Officer-in-charge
of the prison. '

All other prison staff shall discharge their duties based on the
_functions and responsibilities assigned for various categories
of prison officers and staff as prescribed under the rules.

_ No prison officer or staff shail be absent from the prison without
“leave from the competent authority as may be prescribed in
the rules.

No priscnpfficgar or staff shall have any businéss dealings with
any prisoner or any relative or friend of a prisoner, directly or
indirectly, nor shall he have any business dealings with any.

- prison/jail institution or have any interest, direct or indirect, in
- -any contract for supply of provisions or any other article to the

prison nor shall he derive any benefit, directly or indireéfly, from
the sale or purchase of any such provisions or articles. He

- shall be bound by the conduct rules of the service as may be
prescribed.

All or any of the powers and duties ofan Gffiqer~in-0harge or .
a medical officer may, in his absence, be exercised and

-performed by such other officer(s), as the competent authority/
Head of Directorate of Prisons may prescribe, either by name
or by official designation.
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19. The Head of Prisons and Correctional Services may establish
' a staff welfare wing to aid and advise the Government in the

implementation of welfare measures for prison officers and
staff as may be prescribed in rules.

CHAPTER-VI

GSE OF TECH&OLOGY IN PRISON ADMINSITRATION

20. (1) Thea State shall ensure integration and embedding of
appropriate iechheiogy for the effective management and

- superintendence of prisons and for the safety and security of
prisons and the prisoners, which may include biometrics,
CCTV system, scanning and detection devices, Radio
Frequéncy identification Devices (RFID), Video conference
facilities, video calling facility to the prisoners etc. in every
prison for prisoners to attend Court hearing/trials and to provide
for seamless biometric access control system for movement
af p;’zsoners

(2) The State, shall computerize the entire prison administration
and integrate the data base with the interoperable Criminal
Justice System. The state shall also develop suitable interfaces
for seamless sharing of information and facilitate the Prison &
Prisoner Management System.

(3) The State may use advanced cellular jamming and cellular
detection solutions in the Jaifis to prohibit unauthorized use of
cell phones by the prisoners. Latest technoiogicai interventions
shall be used to detect and prohibit use of cell phones and
other électmnic devices in prisons and its use by prisoners.

4 The State may use electronic monitoring technology on
’ prisoners under temporary release/leave from prison, by

making use of prisoner tracking devices.

CHAPTER-VII
-ADMISSION, TRANSFER AND DDISCHARGE OF PR%&GNERS

21. (’i) The Officer m Charge of a pnsan shail receive and detain a
person duly committed to his custcdy, under this Act or
otherwise, by any Court or any competent authority, according

Staff Welfare

Use of
Technology in

Prison
Administration.

Admission of
Prisoners.
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(2)

3)

4)

(5)

6)

(1

to the exigency of any writ, warrant or order by which sa;;h '
" person has been committed to the prison until such personis

discharged or removed in due course of law.

The Officer-In-Charge of a prison shall, after the execution of
such writ, warrant or order or after discharge of the person
committed thereby, return the same to the court by which it
was issued, with a duly signed certificate, showing how the
same has been executed or why the person committed thereby
has been discharged from custody before execution thereof.

“The Officer-In-Charge of a prison shall give effect to any
sentence or order or warrarit for the detention of any person,
passed or issued by any court or competent authority, under
the provisions of any law for the time being in force.

Where an Officer-In-Charge of a prison doubts the legality of
a warrant or order sent to him for execution, he shall refer the

" matter {o the Gevemment for confirmation,

‘Pending a reference made under suh*sectisn (4), the prisoner
shall be detained in such manner and with such restrictions or
-mitigations, as maybe specified in.the warrant or order.

No person shall be admitted into a prison for detention
otherwise than under the production of a lawful warrant or

- under any order of commitment addfessed to the Officer-
~ In-Charge of a prison by a Court or any other competent

authority:

Whenever a prisoner is’ admitted into a prison, he shall be
- searched and all cash, jewellery, weapons and prohibited
articles or any other article which a prisoner cannot retain with
him shall be taken from him and retained in safe custody of

- the Officer-In- Charge of the prison or an officer authorized by
him.

‘Provided that a woman prisbner or a transgender prisoner
shail be searched in an appropriate manner as may be
prescribed under the rules.
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23.

2%

25.

26.

2)

3)

4)

(5)

£ N

1y

(M

@

Every inmate received in-a prison shali undergo such physical
and biometric identification measurements in accordance with
the provisions of the Criminal Procedure (ldentification) Act,
2022 and any other law in force.

Every such prisoner shall be examined, on the same day or
not later than 24 hours, by the medical officer, who shall enter
in a record, the hea th status of the prisoner, including any

" illness, present or past any wounds or marks on his body.

Every prisoner who leaves a prison or re-enters a prison shall
also undergo search and physical and biometric identification
upon each such exst from or entry into Prison.

The seafsh and examination proceciure may be such, as may
be prescribed by rules.

Any prisoner shall be iiabié,ic be searched at any time for
detection of any prohibited article, etc., as may be prescribed
by rules.

All valuable articles of a prisoner, in respect whereof no order
of a competent court has been made, and which, under the
rules may, be brought into a prison by any prisoner or sent to
the prison for the inmate’s his use, shall be placed in the
custody of the officer authorized by the Officer-In-Charge in
this behalf. -

Where any person is confi ned in a prison in the State under a
sentence of lmpnscmmeni or under sentence of death or in
default of payment of fine or in defaul It of giving security for
keeping peace or for maintaining good behaviour, the State
Government m’éy,- with the yfiafzizalvconsent of the Government

of any other State/UT, by order, provide for the transferof the
prisoner from that prison to any prison in the other State/UT,
as may be prescribed by rules.

‘The transfer of any under trial prisone;" from the State to another
State/UT, may be done with the consent of the trial Court.

- The Head of Prisons\ and Correctional Services shall be
empowered to transfer a convict prisoner to any other prison
in the State, as may be prescribed under the rules.

Central Act No.11
of 2022.

Search of
Prisoners.

Articles of
Prisoners.

Transfer of
Prisoner from

the State to
-another State/

Ut

Transfer of 2
convict prisoner

_in the State.
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Removal and 27. *
Discharge of
prisoners.

Central Act No .46
of 2023.

Admission, 28.
Transfer and
repatriation of
foreign prisoners

Central Act No.48
of 2003.

Accommodation, 29,
Food, Clothing &
Bedding of
Prisoners.

(1

(2)

&)

(1)

)

)

No Prisoner shall be removed from one prison to another
unless the Medical Officer certifies that the prisoner is free
from any iliness rendering him unfit for removal.

No prisoner shall be discharged against his will from prison, if
labouring from any acute or dangerous distemper, nor until, in
the opinion of the Medical Officer, such discharge is safe.

‘Officer-in-Charge may act as per section 304 of Bharatiya
- Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023 regarding prisoner whose
release orders have been received in local cases and against
whom a production warrant from an outside court has been
received by the Officer- in-@harge.

The information of admission of a foreign prisoner in a prison
- shall be sent forthwith to the Head of the Directorate of Prisons

and Correctional Services and forwarded to the Ministry of
Extemai Affazrs Government of India, or any other agency as

" may be specified by the Central Gcvemment as may be
prescnbed under the rules.

Transfer of prisoners to outside India and rér.fieption to India
shall be done as per the Repatriation of Pnsoners Act, 2003
and rules’ framed there under.

CHAPTER-VHI

LIVING CONDITIONS=

i_wmg comisiaons in every prison and : a i:ed mstttutm meant
fer the custody, care, treatment, refcrmatsan and rehabilitation
cf cfienders shall be compatible with human dignity in all
aspects such as accommedatzon hygiene, sanitation, food,

: rfaf_hmg& bedding and medical facilities without any
discriminaiisn based on caste, gender and disability as

- prescribed under the rules.

@

@)

Every prisoner shall be provided with a sufficient quantity of
- wholesome and adequate nutritious food and drink based on

nutritional gtzzdeimes prescribed under therules.

All reasonable steps shall be taken by the ?rg_sons Department
to ensure that environment in prison, the living and working
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30.

31.

32.

(4)

(1

)

(1)

()

@)

conditions of prisoner and also of staff members are safe,
healthy and free of practices that undermine a person’'s sense
of personal dignity. | |

Clothing provided to prisoners shallin no manner be degrading
or humiliating. It shall be suitable, adequate and meet the
requirements of hygiene, climate and shall be made available
as per rules framed under the Act. '

A civil Prisoner, undertrial prisoner or detenue shall be
permitted to maintain himself, and to purchase or receive from
private resources at proper hours, clothing and Sedding or
other necessaries, but subject to examination and to such rules

.as may be approved by the Head of the Prisons and
Correctional Services.

Every Civil prison‘erlUnder«i}ia! prisoner / detenue who is
unable to provide himse%f with sufficient clothing and bedding

shall be supplied by the Officer-in-charge with such clothing

- and bedding as may be necessary as prescribed by rules.

The food articles to be purchased for priséners should be of
" good and fit to eat quality. Prisoners’ Panchayat shall be

associated with the management of kitchen including receipt
of ration, preparation and distribution of food in every prison
as may be prescribed by rules.

There shall be a separate kitchen for prisoners ané separate
dining areas in the prisons to cater to the mess facilities for

' prison inmg{es as may be prescribed by rules.

No 'part of any food, clothing, bedding or other necessaries
belonging to any civil or un-convicted criminal prisoner or

- detenue 'shai% be given, hired or sold to any other prisoner;

Supply of Clothing
& Bedding to Civil

and undertrial
Prisoners/

Detenue.

Quality of food
articles & Kitchen

Management.

and any prisoner transgressing the provisions of this section
shall lose the privilege of purchasing food or receiving it from
private sources, for such time as may be prescribed by rules.

CHAPTER-IX
CLASSIFICATION OF PRISONERS «

A Committee shall be constituted for classification and security
assessment of prisbfiéf& comprising officers of the prisons
and Correctional Services and other officers, as may be
prescribed under the rules.

Composition of
32 Classification

and Security
Assessment

Committee.
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@

&)

4

N

The Classification and Security Assessment Committee may
classify the persons admitted into a prison according to their
age, gender, physical and mental health needs, safety and
security requirements, crime gravity, length of sentence,
security needs, aptitude, and needs regarding reintegration
into the community and shall constitute groups among them
for the purpose of administration of institutional treatmenthin
the form of educational and vocational iram;ng durmg the period
of detention.

The przscnera may be c%assn" ed under the mi%owmg broad
categories, -

(a) Civil Pt;acmers; - :

(b} ~  Criminal Prisoners; A

{c) Convicted prisaners;

(d)  Undertrial prisoners;
(e) | Detenues; |

H Habitual Of?enders;

(@)  Recidivists._

The prisoners classified into different categories in sub-section
(2) may be lodged in separate barracks / enclosures / cells
with a view to protect other prisoners from negative influence
and radicalized thought praceg,s of the hardened / habitua! /

* high risk prisoners.

The gfisoners may also be segregated gender-wise - male,
female and transgender and lodged separately.

The prisoners classified in suh—séctiofl (2) maybe further
classified under the following sab~caiegsnes and lodged
separately:

(a) Drug addicts and alcoholic offenders:
(b) First time offenders;

(c) Foreign prisaneré e e

(d) Old and infirm pfisofiars (65+ years)

(e) Prisoners suffering from infectious/chronic diseases:
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©)

@)

(8

(f)  Prisoners suffering from mental illness:
(9) Prisoners sentenced to death;

(h) High risk prisoners;

(i) Prisoners with children;

) Young Offenders;

(k) Any other category as may be prescnbed by rules.

Dangerous and high-risk prisoners shall be accammodated |
in special cells or high security prisons.

The Ofiicer-in-éharge shall take special care and caution for
ensuring safe and secure custody of high-risk prisoners, as
may be specified by the Government in this behalf.

The Offi icer-In-Charge shall take special care and caution for
safe custody of pr;seners who are sentenced to death, as may
be prescribed by rules. -

~ CHAPTER-X
PROTECTION OF SOCIETY FROM CRIMINAL ACTIVITIES OF HIGH

34, 1)

@

3

RISK PRISONERS, HABITUAL OFFENDERS AND
’ - HARDENED CRIMINALS

It shall be the respofiéibiii’ty of the Department of Prisons and
Correctional Services and the Police Department of the State

~ to take ali appropriate measures for protecting the society from

the criminal activities of high-risk prisoners, habitual offenders
and hardened criminals.

‘Based on the details of the crime committed by the prisoners,
available background record, history ticket, etc., prisoners shall
‘be suitably classified, assessed for their propensity and
potential to negatively influence other prisoners and may be

Taking appropriate
measures against
criminal activities

of prisoners.

housed in separate barracks/cells, as- may be appropriate and
as prescnbed by rules.

With a view to protecting the society and the victims, high risk
- prisoners, hardened criminals and habitual offenders shall not

be entitled for parole, furlough, or any kind of prison leave in
the normal course as may be prescribed by rules.
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Special 35.
provisions for
security,

intelligence
gathering,

surveillance and
rotation of prison
staff on duty.

1)

(2)

3)

(4)

" (5)

(6)

Prisons and Correctional Institutions shall ensure special watch
and surveillance on such inmates for preventing organized
crime and continued criminal activities while imprisoned,
including gang activity, intimidating witnesses efc.

For ensuring static and dynamic security, preventing escapes,
instances of disorder and criminal activity in prisons,
appropriate provision for intelligence gathering from prisoners,
careful observation, monitoring of prisoners and analysis of
the relevant information may i;re done by-the Department of
Prisons and Correctional Services in coordination with the
Intelligence Wing of the State Police Department.

The State Govemmem shall ensure strengthened and effective /
measures for penodzc search and detection of contrabands,
cell phones, etc., in the cells and barracks of high-risk
offenders and hardened criminals and deploy advanced
jamming solutions in such areas, including conduct of frequent
surprise checks as prescribed by rules,

The prison and other security staff deployed in such sensitive
barracks and cells shall be rotated at periodic intervals to
prevent any nexus and complacency in security.

The release of a High-risk/Hardened/Habitual offender/ convict
on completion of sentence or an under trial on bail or an inmate
released temporarily on parole/furlough, etc,, shall be informed

-to the Superintendent of Police of the concerned District, who
shall keep a watch on the activities of such prisoners.’

The District Administration shall fully secure the movement of
the prisoner, in course of movement to court for judicial

: pmceecfir}g, to the hospital for medical treatment or any other
place, as per writ, warrant, or order of the competent aufhonw —

“as the case may be. '

cmmgmx&

CQSTODY AND SECURITY OF PRISONERS

The Officer-In-Charge of the prison shall be responsible to
undertake effective measures for ensuring safe custody and
security of prisoners as may be prescribed in the rules. These
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37.

- 38.

38.

@

(1)

@

3)

(M

measures may not be limited to but may include the following:

Secure walls, building gates, good lighting system, central point

monitoring of prisoners, watch towers, power fencing, control

of prohibited articles, system for gathering intelligence

information, closed circuit televisions and other advanced

‘ gadgeté and devices for guarding purposes and preventing

access to prohibited articles in prisons etc,.

' On the request of the Officer In Charge, the local pb%ice,

authorities shall provide necessary assistance to the prison
authorities, for escorting a prisoner to a court or for visit to

hospital or for custody parole, etc., and for ensuring the safe

custody of any prisoner who poses a special risk, including

escape from prison, rioting, arson resorting to any violent

means affecting the law and order and discipline in the prison.

The Officer-in-charge of the prison shall cause to ensure that

every prisoner is assigned a security classification that reflects

level of risk posed by him, mciuémg the risk of escape and the

risk that escape would pose to the public in general or some

persons. The security classification shall be done as per the

procedure as may be preScribed by rules.

The level of security necessary shall be reviewed at regular

intervals throughout the prisoner’s confinement as may be

prescribed by rules.

The police authorities shéii send the antecedents of every

prisoner admitted to the prisons in the prescribed form.

The manner of use of restraint and force on prisoners may be

regulated as prescribed under the rules.

CH’APTER-Xii

PRISON REG!MEN FOR WQME& PRI SONERS

The Gcvemment may estabnsh such number of exclusive.

prisons for women prisoners as it may consider necessary,to

* accommodate women prisoners. In a prison housing both '

women and men prisoners, women prisoners shall be keptin

‘a separate building or a separate part of the same building, .

with a separate entrance, in such amanner that they do not

Security
classification.

Use of arms and
force.

Separate
accommodation

for Women
- Prisoners.
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Pregnant/ 40.
postpartum/
lactating women
prisoners,

Inquiry into 41,
complaints of
sexual
harassment.

Prisoners with 42.
children.

(2)

(3)

4

N

2

M

(2)

come into contact with men pri soners. All basic facilities as
provided in the prison for men may also be provided to women
prisoners, along with such other facilities that meet their gender
specific needs.

A separate female ward in the prison hospital maybe creaied
for women prisoners.

In case of exclusive women prison and women enclosure/
female ward, only women prison officials and staff shall be
deputed. Male prison officials and security staff can be
depfayed for duties outside such prison or enciosure and can
be called inside by the Officer-in-charge or the offi icer on duty,
only in case of any situation of emergency or pnson cffence
as may be prescribed under the rules.

Women prisoners may be provided access to correctional
programs and activities which take into account their gender
specific needs.

When a woman prisoner is found to be pregnant at the time of
‘admission or later, the medical officer shall report the fact to
the Officer-in-Charge. Necessary arrangements shall be made
¥or.prcvidingher medical care and diet as may be prescribed
under the rules.

*

The Pcstparium! lactating women prisoners shall be provided
such medical care and diet as necessary, as prescribed under
the rules.

Any complaint or information of sexual harassment of a woman
~ prisoner shall be acted upon without delay as per the provisions

of law. The enquiry report shall be sent to such authority as
may be prescribed by ruies. )

CHAPTER-XIII
PRISONERS WITH CHILDREN

Maie Pnscners may keep their male children and Femai
Prisoners may keep their male and female children inside the
prison until the child attains the age of six {6) years.

A child living with his fatherfmc&e:in a prison may be provided
with health care and such other facilities, as may be prescribed
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43.

44,

45,

under the rules.

(3) Specialized programs for the children whose mother/ father is

confined in prisons and crossed six (6) years of age and

requires such programs may be taken up.

CHAPTER-XIV

'TRANSGENDER PRISONERS
(1) Separate enclosures/wards for transgender prisoners, both  prison Regimen

. . . for T d
transmen and transwomen, may be provided, as prescribed proners
under the rules. )

(2) Transgender prisoners may be pfévideci access to any specific

health-care or psycho-social needs as may be required.

{3) Tranégend‘er prisoner may be provided access to correctional

programs and activities.

CHAPTER -XV

PRISONERS CONTACT WITH OUTSIDE WORLD

(1) Prisoners may communicate with their Visitors, namely fami%jf S Pfis\g:i; :so

members, relatives and friends through physical or virtual

mode, under proper supervision of prison authorities. Visitors

to prisoners shall be verified / authenticated through biometric

/iris verification/identification or any specific*téchnciogy, tool

and verification pro&ess shall be such as prescribed.by rules.

(2) The name, address, photograph and biometric identification

of each visitor to the p{isanerfi shall be entered into record as

. prescribed under the rules.

(3) Foreign prisoners may communicate with their family members

~and consular representatives, as prescribed under the rules.

(4) Prisoners may communicate with their legal counsel, as

prescribed under the rules. . '
*

(1) Al visitors to prisoners shall be searched in a manner as Search Gl
visitors and

- prison officersprescribed under the rules.
' and staff

(2) Incase any visitor refuses to get himself searched, he shall be

denied admission to the prison and such decision shall be

~ entered into record.
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- Discipline in
Prisons.

Prisons
Offerices.

48.

47.

)

(4)

@)

3)

(@)

(b}
(c)

(@
€

-

(9

Appropriate provisions for search of visitors who are women,
transgender or persons with disabilities may be made, as
prescribed under the rules.

All prison officers and staff shall be searched, upon each entry
to the prison and each exit from the prison.

CHAPTER-XVI

DISCIPLINE IN PRISONS

The Officer-in-charge shall have the necessary authority and
will be resporisible for maintaining discipline in the prison and
amongst the prisoners, prison officers and staff, in accordance
with the provisions of this Act and rules made there under.

The manner of enforcirzg discipline in the prisons shall be such
as may be prescribed under the rules.

It shall be the duty of every prisoner to obey the orders and
instructions of a prison officer and to abide by the provisions
of this Act and to comply with such other directions as may be
prescribed under the rules.

- The following acts are declared as prison offences, when committed
by a prisoner, namely,-

Willful disobedience of any rule or regulation of the prison, as
prescribed under this Act or under the rules made thereunder: _
Any assault or use of force on anyone; )

Deliberate and persistent use of insulting or threatening
language;

Immoral or indecent or disorderly behaviour;

Willfully disabling himself from labour:
Continuously refusing to work if the prisoner has been punished
with rigorous imprisonment;

Willful idleness or negligence at work by any convict prisoner
sentenced to rigorous imprisonment; :
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48.

(h)

(k)
0]
(m)

(n)

(0)

®

(@
(1

(s)

L
(u)

V)
(W)

x

2

Willful mismanagement of work by any convict prisoner

sentenced to rigorous imprisonment;

Willful damage to prison property;

Tampering with or defecting history tickets, records or
documents maintained in physical or electronic form;

Receiving, possessing or transferring any prohibited article; |

Wilifully making a false accusation against any prison official;

Omitting or refusing to regefi; as soon as it comes to his
knowledge, the occurrence of any fire, any plot or conspiracy,

“any attempt to escape or preparation to escape or attack on

any prisoner or any other perszm or prison official;

Escape or attempt to escape ‘conspiring to escape or to

assist in escaping;

Unauthonzed use or passesssan of wireless cammumcahon
devices and /or their ancillary components;

‘Trespassing in or loitering about in the prison premises where

entry may not be allowed;

Unauthorized commumcatzan with any person outs:cie prison;

Pretending to be a prison official or employee of the

, Department

Smuggling or attempting to smuggie orto have in possession

any prohibited article in the prison;

Intimidating fellow prisoner(s) into makmg false representat;en

against the prison officials;

Participating in or inciting mass hunger strike or any other act

of defiance or indiscipline; ‘ ' '

Sexual harassment or sedemy,

Participating in, or orgamzmg ‘any anti-social actwfiies as

prescribed by rule

Aiding or abettmg the commission of any aforesaid cfienees

Such ather offences as prescribed in the rules from time to

time.

The Gfflcer-m-charge after conducting an inquiry as prescnbed

under this Act and the rules made xnereander may impose any of
Punishment for

prison offences.
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Central Act No.
45 of 2023

Runishmentfor 49,
possessing or
using mobile
phones and other
contraband.

the following punishments with respect to the prison offences
indicated in section 47, except in such case which constitute an
offence under the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023 or any other

(1)

)

3

4)

)

6)

)

(@)

- special orfand local laws.

A formal warning, which means a warning personally
addressed to a prisoner by the Officer-in-charge and recorded
in the punishment book and in the prisoner’s history ticket;

e

. Stoppage of recreational facilities, including canteen facility,
up to a period of one month;

Forfeiture of remission earned for a per;oti up to three (3)
- months;

Stopping v'igiiskof all visitors (including virtual) and telephone |
facility for a period of not more than one month (does not include
the v;sfi: of an advocate);

Separate confinement fora period not exceeding one month: B

Any other punishment prescribed in the rules from time to time.

Prison inm_ates are forbidden from possessing or using mobile
phones and other electronic communication devices in prisons.
Whoever, being a prisoner or a visitor or a prison official, in

- contravention of any provisions of the Act or rules made
thereunder, is. found possessing or using such devices or
introduces or removes or attempts by any means whatsoever,.
to introduce or remove into or from any prison or supplies or
attempts to suppiy to any prisoner, any prohibited article, and
every officer or staff of a prison who, mntrafy to any such rule,

| knowingly allows any such article to be introduced into or
removed from any prison, to be possessed by any prisoneror

- to be supplied to any prisoner and whoever, contrary to any
such rule, communicates or attempts to communicate with any
prisoner, and whoever abets any offence made punishable by

~ this section, shall, on conviction before a Magistrate, be liable
©. toimprisonment for term not exceeding three (3) years, or fine

not exceeding twenty five thousand rupees, or both.

Whoever, being a prisoner or a visitor, or a prison official, is
. found in possession of, or operating or using an electronic
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50.

51.

52.

@)

(@

device or a wireless communication device or any of its

ancillaries or components, or if any such person is found to be

assisting or abetting or instigating in the supply thereof, or if

any such person is faurtd to be manipulating, damaging or -

destroying any equipment in the prison, electronic or otherwise,

shall on conviction before a Magistrate, be liable to

imprisonment for a minimum period of two (2) years which may

extend to three (3) years or with fine not exceeding twenty five

thousand rupees or with both.

The prisoner shall andérgs the sentence awarded under sub-

section (1) or sub-section (2) on completion of any sentence if

already undergoing. ‘

The offences mentioned in sub-section (1) and (2), shall be

cagmzabie and non-bailable.

If any person in the prison premtses is guilty of an cffence"

against prison discipline, which by reason of his having

frequentiy committed such offence or otherwise, in the opinion

of the Officer—-m-charge is not adequately pumshabia by the

infliction of any punishment which he has the power to inflict

under this Act, the Officer-in-charge shall forward the case of

such prisoner to the competent Magistrate having jurisdiction,

together with a statement of the circumstances, and such

~ Magistrate shall thereupon try the charge so brought against

the: prisoner, and upon conviction, may éentence him to

imprisonment which may extend for a period up to three (3)

~ years. Such term shall be in addition to any other term which

such prisoner may be already undergoing.

- The Officer-in-Charge may cause to be'affixed at a

-conspicuous place inside the prison, a notice in Englishand

_in the vernacular language, setting forth the acts prohibited

under this Act and the penalties incurred by their commission,

for the information of the prisoners’ and prison staff.

CHAPTER-XVII _

'HEALTH CARE FACILITIES =~ e R

» Ai% prisoners will have access to aéfiqaate gender-responsive

heaith care facilities as may be prescribed under the mles

Procedure on
repeated

commitial of a
prison offence.

Display of prison
offences and

_penalties.

Prisoners’ heaith
care.
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Hospital, 53

De-addiction: = 54.

Mental Health 58.
Psychological
assessment and
treatment,

Central Act No. 10
of 2017.

Vocational - 56.
Training, Skill
Development,

~Education and
Recreation
facilities.

(1

vy

(1)

)

)

‘(4)_

In every Central Prison, District prison and Special Prison for
Women, a hospital with welil-equipped testing laboratory and
proper place for the reception of sick prisoners shall be
provided with adequate infrastructural facilities including
medical officer and medical subordinate staff. There shall also
be an ambulance readily available to shift sick prisoners in
emergency. '

‘There shall be a de-addiction centre in every Central Prison,
District Prison and Special Prison for Women with a view to

~ provide cure for addiction to substance abuse and to provzde
counselling and treatment pr‘ograms

The Government may, by a general or speciai order, direct the
transfer of any prisoner with mental iliness from the place of
detention to any mental health esfabi%shmefit in the State with
prior permission of the Board mentioned in Section 103 of the
Mental Healthcare Act, 2017.

The method, modaEztzes and procedure by which transfer of a
prisoner under this section is to be effected shall be such as

“may be prescribed under the rules.

CHAPTER-XVHI
WELFARE PROGRAMS FOR PRISONERS

The Prisoners shall be provided appropnate opportunity for
. enhancing their educational qualification, including makmg

pf'OWSiOR for library facilities iina prison, as may be prescr;bed
t.mder the mies '

Vocational i‘rammg and skill devel opment programs shall be
provided to prisoners as part of prison correctionali I programs.

- These programs may be diverse in nature to facilitate
rehabfitta_tzcxrz of the prisoners, as prescribed under the rules:

The Officer-in- chérge shall érganfzé spiritual, cultural, and
recreational programs, etc., for the prisoners, as may be
prescribed under the rules.

The Officer-in- charge shall ascertain the State/Central
Gavemment welfare programs/schemes which are in vogue
and made applicable to the prisoners.



2 APRIL, 2026] - ANDHRA PRADESH GAZETTE EXTRAORDINARY N
O

57.

58.

59.

(S)

(6)

A prisoner welfare fund with contribution made by the State

Government shall be set up to cater the correctional programs

and after care needs of prisonets. -

Any other program which caters to the rehabilitation of the

prisoners may be taken as prescribed under the rules.

Canteens and Sales Outlets may be established in a prison for the

sale 0{ products, including jail products to the prisoners, prison staff

‘and the public, and this i}fic%'udes sale of products on e-commerce

- platform-and all such canteens and sales outlets etc., shall be -

operationalized as may be prescribed under the rules.

1

CHAPTER-XIX

SENTENCE PLANNING

A sentence plan setting out the program of treatment may be

prepared by the Officer-in-charge, which will help in the

prisoners’ reformation, rehabilitation and social reintegration,

as may be prescribed undet the rules. '

(2) ‘Theindividual sentence pians: may be updated and recorded

3

(N

@

in the prisoner files on periodic basis.

Prison work p,rcigrams and vocational training may be

integrated with National/State welfare and developmental

schemes by including prisoners as priority target group of

~ beneficiaries.

Every prisoner, including undertrial prisoner or civil prisoner

or ";'irisén‘er sentenced to simple imprisonment, while in

custody, may be provided the opportunity of work without any

discriminatign ‘based on casté, if available, and be paid |

commensurate wages, as prescribed under the rules.

The record of wage earned and spent by a'ny prisoner shall be

- maintained by the Officer-in-charge as prescribed under the '

rules. W

Establishment of

Canteen and
Saies Qutlets.

Individual
Sentence

Planning.

Work program
and wages.
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Establishment 60.
. and

Modernization
of Prison
industries.

open and semi 6,1 .
open
correctional
institutions

~ Parole and 62,
Furlough.

1

2)

3)

(4)

5)

CHAPTER-XX

PRISON INDUSTRIES
-

Prison industries shall be modernized in tune with the demand
of labour market and necessary skills to that effect shall be
imparted to the prisoners.

The prison products shall be oriented in amanner that is driven
by the market. '

The prison ibdustr&es shall be designed in such a way to
. provide real time experience to the inmates.

For modernization of prison industries Public-Private
Partnership/Public -Public Partnership/CSR funds modes shall
be adopted. :

Concerned faculty/instructors shall be appointed for prison
industries.

CHAPTER-XXI
OPEN AND SEMI OPEN CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTIONS

(1)

@)

@3)

The State Government shall establish and maintain as many
open and semi open correctional institutions for the prisoners
as may be required. ‘

The State Government shall allow such facilities or concessions
in such open or semi open correctional institutions which may
assist the prisoner in his rehabilitation into the society, as may
be prescribed under the riles.

The rules for management of open or semi open correctional
_ institutions, including the procedure and elig%biiity of prisoners
who can be transferred to such correctional institutions, dealing

- with prisoners who violate any condition of transfer to anopen
or semi open correctional inétitutiens, etc., shall be such as
may be prescribed by the Government.

CHAPTER-XXII
~ PRISON LEAVE, REMISSION AND PRE - MATURE RELEASE

(1 Prison ¥eave s{zaii be granted to eligible convicted prisoners’
as an incentive for good behaviour and responsiveness to
correctional treatment with the objective of their rehabilitation,
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2)

3)

(4)

®)

(6)

(D

(8)

as may be prescribed under the rules. ..

There shall be the fellowing types of prison %eafive‘ namely-

(a) Regular Parole; '

(b) ~ Emergency Parole;

(c) Furlough.

Regular Parole may be granted to eligible convicts by the

competent authority under such conditions and for such
purposes as may be prescribed under the rules. The period

" spent on regular parole may not exceed thirty days ata time

and may not be granted more than two times in a year. The

period spefi§ on regular parole shall notbe counted as partof -

senience.

Emergency Parole may be granted by the competent authority

to eligible convicts in rare or emergent situations, under police

protection for a period extending up to 48 hours, as prescribed

- under the rules. The period spent unc‘ierr this parole shall

becounted towards part of sentence.

Furlough may be'granteci to eligible coriVicts by the competent \

. authority for a period not more than fourteen (14) days as an

~ incentive for maintaining good conduct and discipline in the

prison under such conditions and for such purpose as may be

prescribed under the rules. The period spenton furlough shall

~ be counted as part of sentence served by the prisoner.

For prisoners governed by any of the laws relating to the Armed

Forces of the Union, the grant of leave shall be subject to the

provisions of those laws.

If a prisoner on parole or furlough fails to surrender on the due

date upon intimation by the Officer-in-charge of the prison, the

police shall arrest the prisoner under provisions of section 262

of Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023 and take action as perthe

provisions of law. :
a

Violation of parole/furlough conditions shall attract prison

punishment as prescribed by rules.

%

Central Act
No.45 of 2023.
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Use of electronic  §3,
tracking device
on prisgners.

Remissionto. 64.
prisoners.

Pre-mature 65.
release.

Central Act
No.48 of 2023,

¥

Board of - 66,
Visitors.

(1

(2)

)

2)

(3) .

For public safety and preventing parole jumping, prisoners may
be g{afliéd prison leave on the condition of their willingness to
wear electronic tracking devices for monitoring the movement
and activity of such prisoners. Any violation by the prisoner
shall attract cancellation of prison leave, in addition to
disqualification from any prison leave being granted in future,
as may be prescribed under the Rules.

Subject to the overall good behaviour and conduct of z
convicted prisoner while serving the sentence, remission may
be graataci by the competent aafiwor;iy as may be prescribed
under fhe mies '

The period and criteria of granting remission shall be such as
may be prescribed under the rules.

Pre-mature release shall be allowed to a prisoner by the
ccmpetent authority with the objective of his rehabilitation and
reintegration into the society. The Government may constitute
a Sentence Review Board for {:ans;denng and recommending
cases for premature release of convicted prisoner in
appropriate cases under the provisions of the Bharatiya
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhtta 2023, as prescrtbed under the
rules.

CHAPTER -XXIIi
BOARD '0;-': VISITORS

_The State Government shall, I, by notifi cation, constitute a Board
- of Visitors comprising Official and Non-official members. The
task of the Board of Visitors shal fmctade.-

Mcmtormg correctional work, with special attention to the
degree and quality of the effectweness of' mfrastructuref
facilities in the prisons.

Sugges;mg new avenues leading to improvement in
correctional work.

Going into individual or collective gi:ievances of inmates and
providing redressal in consultation with the prison authorities

-
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67.

68.

69.

70.

(1

(2)

(1

(2)

M

2)

 CHAPTER-XXIV
INSPECTION OF PRISONS

inspection conducted by senior prison officers - The Head of.

Prisons and Correctional Services shall have a prison
inspected by an officer of appropriate rank at periodic intervals,

as may be prescribed under the rules; and

Every inspection shall be followed by a written report to the
- Officer-in-charge of the Prison and to the Head of the
Directorate of Prisons and Correctional Services.

CHAPTER-XXV
AFTER-CARE AND REHABILITATION SERV!C§§

The Government may endeavour to provide after-care services

to all needy pnsoners released from a prison with a view to -

- ensuring their reformation, rehabilitation and reintegration into

the society by involving Non- Government Orgamzations as

;}rescnbed under tbe rules.

Reha_biii_tation society shall be estab_iished to provide aftercare
services to the released prisoners.

CHAPTER-XXVI
MISCELLANEOUS

The Government may provide the facility of free legal aid to

the prisoners in accordance with the provisions of the “Legal

Services Authorities Act 1987 and the Standard Operating

Procedure prescribed by National Legal Services Authority/

State Legal Services Authority/District Legal Services Authority

oras méy be prescribed under the rules.

There shall be an Under Trial Review Committee for every

~ district, headed by the. District and Sessions Judge, and

- comprising of such other members and for carrying out such

functions, as may be prescribed under the rules.

The committee shall meet periodically and review the cases

of eligible prisoners in all prisons of the district, and make

appropriate recommendations. R

inspection of
Prisons

After-care and
Rehabititation

Services.

Legat Aid,

Centrat Act No.
39 of 1987

Constitution of
under Trial

Review
Commitiee for
“every district.
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information on ?1‘.
disciplinary
requirements in
the prison.

Grievance 72
Redressal
Mechanism.

' Utiization of - 73,
the services
of Prisoners.

Central Act
45 of 2023

Prohibition of 74.
strike and’
agitation.

Emergency. 75.

Central Act 53
2005.

Extramural ?6
Custody,

Control and
employment of
prisoners.

Prisoners 7=
Welfare and
Staff welfare,

_ ActNo. 12
‘of 2001

On admission, all prisoners shall be informed of fi%sgéaiiéaw
requirements in the prison and their rights and duties in
language comprehensible to them. Such information shall also
be displayed at a place accessible to prisoners.

There may be appropriate mechanism for redressal of the
grievances of the prisoners and prison staff, as may be
prescribed under the rules.

The {}fficef-imcharge may utilize the services of prisoners
without any discrimination based on caste in accordance with

- the rules for efficient management of the pr:son and such
prisoner shall not be deemed to be a “Public servant® within
the meaning of section 2(28) of Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita,
2323 However, prisoners shall not be used for mamtenance
of any ;}rison records.

No ;:rzscnar vzsstor orany person empxeyed in the prison, shall
: have any right to strike or start or continue any agitation inside
the pr;soa for achzevmg any request or demand.

The officer-in- -charge shall, as may be prescribed under the
ruies take all appropriate measures, including the
procurement of necessary equipments and ;:sreparat;cn ofa
contingency plan, for preventing and controlling any emergeéncy
situation in the prison, including ensuring availabil lity of Quick

‘Reaction Team, etc., and any other provision in conformity with
the Disaster ManagementAct 2005 or any other relevant Act
and orders or instructions issued by any cempetent authonty

A prisoner, when bemg taken to or from any prison, in which
he may be ¥awfu£¥y ccnfmed or to a court for production or to a
hosptta! for medical treatment, or whenever he is working
cuts:de or is otherwise beyond the limits of any such prison in

_or under the lawful ctustody or control of a. prison officer
| befong;ng to such prison, or any other officer dep oyed for such
duty, shall be deemed to be in prison and shall be subject to
all directions and discipline, as if he were actuaiiy in prison.

- The Pflsons Development Board constttuted under section 3
- of the Andhra Pradesh Prisons Deveiapmeni Board Act, 2001
shall in addition to the functions assigned to it under the said
Act, also have functions of modernizing prison infrastructure

VSTOON,

S,

UPRURPURRBIROm

R
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78.

79.

80.

. 81,

82.

(1

@

(N

(2)

and facilities for better prison management, correctional and

reformational activities for prisoners and welfare of the prison

staff and any other under the provisions of this Act, as may be

prescribed.

The State Government shall create a fund called Corpus Fund

and allocate funds for running of prison industries without

reliance on the Government for budgetary support.

The fund allocation, its modalities and manner of operation

shall be such as may be prescribed under the rules.

Any of the powers conferred by this Act may be exercised and

performed by such officers as the Government may designate

in this regard.

The accounts of every prison shall be maintained and audited

in such manner as may be prescribed by the Government.

No suit, prosecution or other legal proceeding shall lie against

the Government or any functionary of the Governmentin respect

of anything which is done or intended to be done in good faith

in pursuance of this Act or the rules made or orders or

directions issued thereunder. ‘

The Government may, by notification.in thé Official Gazette,

make rules consistent with this Act.

E\éery rule made under this Act, shall immediately after it is

made, be laid before the State Legislature if itis in session,
and if itis not in session, in the session immediately following

for a total period of fanrteén (14) days which may be comprised

in one session or in two successive sessions, and if, before

the expiration of the session in which itis so laid or the session

immediately following, the legislature agree in making any

modifications in the rule or in the annulment of the rule, the rule

. shall, with effect from the date of no_tificaiion of such

modification of annulment in the Andhra Pradesh Gazette is

notified have effect only in such modify from or shall stand

annulled, as the case may be so however that any such

modification or annulment shall be without prejudice to the

validi’& of anything previously done under that rule.

Prisons
Department

Corpus Fund

Delegation of
Powers.

Accounis and
Audit.

Protection of
action taken in

good faith.

Pgwer to make
rules.
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Repeal and 83.
saving.

Central Act No. 8
of 1884,

Central Act
No. 28 of 1850,

Powers o 84.
remove -
difficulties.

(1)

()

(1)

- )

The Prisons Act, 1894, The Prisoners Ac& 1900 and Transfer
of Prisoners Act, 1950 as applicable to the State of Andhra
Pradesh are hereby repealed.

Notwithstanding this Act, all the rules, regulations, ‘orders,
directions, notifications relating to prisons made under these
Acts and in force immediately before the commencement of
this Act shall, except where and so far, as they are inconsistent
with or repugnant to the provisions of this Act, continue to be
in force until altered, amended or repealed by rules made under
this Act. : ' |

If any difficulty arises in giving effect to any of the provisions of
this Act, the Government may, by order published in the Official
Gazette, make such provisions or take such measures, not
inconsistent with the provisions of this Act, as may appear to
be necessary or expedient for removing the difficulty.

- Provided that no order shall be made under this section after
the expiry of three (3) years from the commencement of this
Act. z '

The Government may make an 'or,éer under sub-section (Hto
have effect from any date not earlier than the date of
commencement of this Act.

GOTTAPU PRATIBHA DEVI,
Secretary to Government,

Legal and Legislative Affairs & Justice,
Law Department.
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STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

The Prisons of Andhra Pradesh are bmadi& governed by the Prisons

Act 1894 and Prisoners Act 1900 and the present day Prison Administration

is run through the rules framed under these Acts and provisions derived

from these Acts. However these Acts which were enacted more than 100

years ago were basically punitive in nature, enacted with ‘fhebb}ec’ggve’ of

primarily to punish the Prisoners during the British era. V

However, with the lapse of 125 years since the enactment of these

Acts, several societal changes have taken place. Concepts of human rights,

a paradigm shift in approaches to crime and pumshment and the

recognition of prisoners’ rights in conformity with international covenants -

and treaties have emerged. These Acts also do not conform to modern

, evoi_utiima{y concepts of reformation, rehabilitation, and reintegration of

prisoners back into society.

Further, these century-old Acts do not cover the several

technological advancements that have taken place in prison administration.

New technical equipment and gadgets have been intfeduced in the area

of prison security, such as biometric systems, CCTV suwefliance scanning

and detection devices, Radio Frequency !dent;fscatton Devices (RFID),

* video conferencing facilities, and video calling facilities for prisoners. These

technologies are now being implemented in prisons to enable prisoners

to attend court hearmgs and trials and to provide a seamless biometric

access control system for their movement. The Transfer of Prisoners Act,

1950, which deals with the transfer of prisoners from one State to another

" State or Union Territory, has also.outlived its utility and requires

amendments.

As such, the Ministry of Home Affairs has felt that it is high time to

replace these pre-independence Acts with a new law that encompasses -

all the ¢hanges that have taken place over the past 125 years. However,

since pnssns fall under the State List as per the Constitution, the Ministry

of- Home Affairs has drafted a new Act titled “Model Pnsans and

Correctional Services Act, 2023" for adop‘uofi by the States,with prc:svss:ons

to make necessary mcdif;catzanfi in accordance with their specific

requirements.

@



[8x] ANDHRA PRADESH GAZETTE EXTRAORDINARY (PART IV-B

. ACC@{dmgiy, the Government of Andhra Pradesh have decided to
enact a new Act titled "Andhra Pradesh Prisons and Correctional Services
Act, 2026 in line with the draft Act prepared by the Ministry of Home Affairs.
This new legislation incorporates all the structural changes that the prison
administration has undergone over the past 125 years in the areas of
correctional philosophy and correctional management. It also addresses

‘the technological éfiyamements in prison administration, introduces
stringent punishments for the use of mobile phones within prisons, and
includes provisions for siaff welfare and prisoner welfare. The new Act
proposes to repeal the existing Prisons Act, 1894, Prisoners Act, 1900,
and Transfer of Prisoners Act, 1950.

GOTTAPU PRATIBHA DEVI,
‘Secretary to Government,

Legal and Legislative Affairs & Justice,
Law Department.
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