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To
All the Principal District Judges
in Andhra Pradesh.

Sir/Madam,

Sub: High Court of Andhra Pradesh — Constitution of

¢\/\% ) ;\,b Ref:

Adjudicatory Board for Major Ports w.r.t. various
Special Civil Applications / Writ Petitions filed by
various petitioners in the High Court in respect of
any matter falling within the powers and functions
of the Adjudicatory Board under the Major Port
Authorities (MPA) Act, 2021 — Intimation — Reg.

Letter dt:26.12.2025 of the Director, Adjudicatory Board
for Major Ports, Ministry of Ports, Shipping and

Waterways, Government of India, along with enclosure.
KKKk ok

Adverting to the subjﬁect and reference cited, as directed, I am to

forward herewith a copy of letter dt.26.12.2025 of the Adjudicatory Board for

Major Ports, Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways, Government of

X

information.

Further, T also request you communicate the same to all the Judicial

Officers in your. Unit and to the Presiding Officers of Labour Courts/Tribunals

4 India, intimating about constitution of Adjudicatory Board for Major Ports, for

in the District working under the control of the High Court, for information.

Encl: As stated.

Yours sincerely,

“uen, U&:du_im
REGISTRAR GENERAL




Principal District Court, Krishna, Machmmr_mﬁ_t-_&__m

Copy of the Hon'ble High Court’s letter in ROC.No.11/50/2026, dated

11.05.2026, is communicated to all the Judicial Officers working in the Unit of

Krishna, for information.

Nat 3 g
o &N K 3% 3;. PRINCIPAL DISTRICT JUDGE,

. -

//\/6/\/ """ KRISHNA, MACHILIPATNAM.
e % 0
Copy to > /

The Senior Superintendent (HC & CN), OP Cell, Translator and Bench Clerks,
Principal District Court, Krishna at Machilipatnam.

The System Officer, Principal District Court, Krishna at [\/lachilipatnam, with a
direction to upload the same in official website.
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Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways, Government of India

Zm No.ABMP/13/2025-Misc.
N> "?’c.;\'\ 26 December 2025

To

Registrar General,
High Court of Andhra Pradesh,

\\ Nelapadu, Amaravati,
Nelapadu, Andhra Pradesh 522239

Subject: Intimation about Constitution of Adjudicatory Board for Major
Ports w.r.t. various Special Civil Applications / Writ Petitions
filed by various Petitioners in the Hon’ble High Court in respect
of any matter falling within the powers and functions of the
Adjudicatory Board under the Major Port Authorities (MPA) Act,

2021.

Sir,
This letter is being addressed to you to bring to your kind notice that the
Major Port Authorities (MPA) Act, 2021 has come into force with effect from 03 November

2021. ‘
2.1. As per the stipulation given at Sub section (1) of Section 54 of the MPA Act
2021, the Central Government shall constitute an Adjudicatory Board to exercise the
jurisdiction, powers and authority conferred on such Adjudicatory Board under Section 32
and Section 58(1) of the MPA Act, 2027.

2.2. As per Section 55 read with Section 56 of the MPA act, 2021, the
Adjudicatory Board shall consist of a Presiding Officer and two Members as given below:

Presiding Officer - retired Judge of the Supreme Court of India or a retired

(a).
Chief Justice of a High Court. .

Members - retired Chief Secretary of a State Government or equivalent; or
a retired Secretary of the Government of India or equivalent.

(b).

In pursuance of Sub-sections (1) and (2) of Section 54 and Section 55

2.3.
the Central Government has

of the said Major Port Authorities Act, 2021,

—_— .
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ajor Ports (ABMP) on 13 August 2025 vide

constituted the Adjudicatory Board for M
of a Presiding Officer and two Members —

Gazette Notification No.3647, consisting

Presiding Officer - Hon'ble Justice Ashish Jitendra Desai

(a).
Former Chief Justice, Kerala High Court

(b).  Member = Shri Chirravuri Viswanath

Former Secretary, D/o Consumer Affairs and

Former Member, National Consumer Affairs and
Redressal Commission

Member - Dr. Sanjeev Ranjan
Former Secretary, M/o Ports, Shipping and

Waterways and Technicai Member, National
Company Law Tribunal (NCLT)

(c).

2.4 The Hon'ble Presiding Officer and Hon'ble Member (CV) have assumed the
MP. As per the notified Major Ports Adjudicatory Board Rules, 2023, the

charge in AB
quorum for ABMP is 02 Members. The ABMP has held hearings since October 2025 and

is functional.

3.1. As per Section 58(1) of the MPA Act 2021, the ABMP is, interalia, ;
empowered to receive and adjudicate reference on any dispute or differences or claims
relating to rights and obligations of Major Ports and Public_Private_Partnership
concessionaires or captive .users for_dedicated berth within the framework of their :
concession agreements and also to” 160k into the complaints received from port users
against the services and terms of service rendered by the Major Ports or the private

operators operating in the Major Ports.

. Further, as per Section 58 (3) of the MPA Act, 2021, the Adjudicatory Board
shall have the same powers as are vested in a civil court under the Code of Civil
Procedure, 1908 (5 of 1908), for the purposes of discharging its functions.

3.3. Also, as per Section 58 (4) of the MPA Act, 2021, any proceeding before
the Adjudicatory Board, shall be deemed to be a judicial proceeding within the meaning
of sections 193 and 228 and for the purposes of section 196 of the Indian Penal Code,
and the Adjudicatory Board shall be deemed to a civil court for all the purposes of section

195 and Chapter XX V| of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973.
Further, Section 59 of the MPA Act, 2021 is reproduced below-

"No other court shall ha ve jurisdiction to entertain any suit forproceed/'ng in respect
of any matter fallin within the scope of the Adjudicatory Board under this Act:
Prov{ded that the provisions of this section shall not apply to matters Stated in
Section 58 that are referred to arbitration by the concerned parties within the
framework of thejr respective contracts or concession agreements.”

3.4.
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4.1, It is noteworth 3 i

y that as per Section 1(3) of the MPA Act, 2021, the Act shall
apply to the Major Ports of Chennai, Cochin, Deendayal (Kandla)‘ Jawe‘lharlal Nehru
(Nhava Sheva), Kolkata, Mormugao, Mumbai, New Mangalo‘re Paradip, V.0
Chxdambaranar (Tuticorin) and Visakhapatnam. ’ ’ o

4.2, A copy of relevant extract of MPA Act, 2021 anq Gazette notification dated
13.08.2025 is aftached herewith as Annex-l and Il respectively.

4.3. The above position is brought to your notice for kind information.

5. This issues with the approval of the Competent Authority.

Yours faithfully,

VY
~ w

(Anuradha H. Sharma)
Encl.: As stated above. Director
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MINISTRY OF LAW AND JUSTICE
(Legislative Department)
New Delhi, the 18th February, 2021/Magha 29, 1942 (Saka)

The following Act of Parliament received (he assent of the President on the
1 7th February, 2021, and is hereby published for general informationi—

THE MAJOR PORT AUTHORITIES ACT, 2021

) No. | or 2021
[17th February, 2021.]

An Act to provide for regulation, operation and planning of Major Ports in
India and to vest the administration, control and management of such ports
upon the Boards of Major Port Authorities and for matters connected

therewith or incidental thereto.
BE it enacted by Parliament in the Seventy-Second Year of (he Republic of India as

follows:—
CHAPTER 1
PRELIMINARY
L. (1) This Act may be called the Major Port Authorities Act, 2021 Short Sitle,
commencement

2) Itshall ¢ N o - -
(2) I shall come into [dree on such date as the Central Government may, by notification, - and
application.

in the Official Gazette, appoint.

Nehm(.z\lllr sh’all apply to the Major Ports of Chennaj, Cochin, Deendayal (Kandla), Jawaharlal
o g .m\a She\./a),ll(olkam, Mormugao, Mumbai, New Mangalore, Paradip, V.O.
-idambaranar (Tuticorin) and Visakhapatnam. ‘
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S1. The Board shall not sell, alienate or divesg its assels, propettics. rights. powers
and authorisations vested in it under this Act without the prior ganction ol the
Central Government.

52. (/) The Central Government or a State Government, from the date of
commencement ol this Act, shall have, in respectof loans made hy it to the Board or of loans
made (o any other authority for the repayment of which the Board is legally liable on such
commencement, the same remedies and, priority as applicable under the Major Port Trusts
Acl. 1963 as if this Act had nol been passed.

(2) For prospective ioans by the Central or State Governments or of Joans made by
any other authority, the remedies would be the same as available to the holders of port
sccurities issued by the Board unless priority or greater rights are granted by the Board in
respect of such loans within the respective loan agreements.

53. (/) Without prejudice to the foregoing provisions of this Chapter, the Board shall
in discharge of its functions under this Act, be bound by such dircctions on question of
policy as the Central Government may give in writing from time to time:

Provided that the Board shall be given an opportunity to express its views before any
direction is given under this sub-section.

(2) The decision of the Central Government on whether a question is one of the policy
or not shall be final and binding on the Board.

CHAPTER VI
CONSTITUTION OF ADIUDICATORY BOARD

54. (1) The Central Government shall, by notification. constitute, with effect from
such date as may be specified therein, a Board to be known as the Adjudicatory Board to
exercise the jurisdiction, powers and authority conferred on such Adjudicatory Board by or
under this Act:

Provided that until the constitution of the Adjudicatory Board, the Tarift Authority
for Major Ports constituted under section 47A of the Major Port Trusts Act, 1963 shall
discharge the functions of the Adjudicatory Board under this Act and shall cease to exist
immediately after the constitution of the Adjudicatory Board under this Act:

Provided further that on and from the date of constitution of the Adjudicatory Board—

(@) all the assets and liabilities of the Tariff Authority for Major Ports shall stand
nsferred to, and vested in, the Adjudicatory Board.

ey
e

Lxplanation.—For the purposes of this clause, (heassets of the Tari(f Authority
for Major Ports shall be deemed to include all rights and powers, all propertics.
whether movable or immovable, including, in particular. cash balances, deposits and
all other interests and rights in, or arising oul of. such propertics as may be in the
possession of the Tariff Authority for Major Ports, and all books of account and other
documents relating to the same, and liabilities, shall be deemed to include all debts,
liabilities and obligations of whatever kind; )

() without prejudice to the provisions of clause («), all debts, obligations and

liabilities incurred, all contracts entered nto, and all maltters and things engaged o be
done by, with or for the Tariff Aulhm-iry for Major Ports before that date, for or in

38 of 1963

38 of 1963,
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connection with the purpose of (he gaid
deemed to have been incurred, e
Adjudicatory Board;

i ariff Authority for Major Ports, shall be
NMered into, or engaged o be done by, with or for, the

(¢) all sums of money duc (o (he Tarifr Authority for M

‘ . ajor Ports immediately
before that date shall be deemed o e due 10 the Adjudic

atory Board;

() all suits and other legal proceedings instituted or which might have been
mitituted by or against the Tariff Authority for Major Ports immediately before
that date may be continued or may be instituted by or against the Adjudicatory
Board;

(¢) every employee serving under (he Tariff Authority for Major Ports immediately
before such date shall become an employee of the Adjudicatory Board and shall
hold his office or service therein by the same tenure without any change or derogation
of the terms and conditions of service held with the Tariff Authority [or Major
Ports:

Provided that the tenure, remuneration and terms and conditions of service of

any such employee shall not be altered (o their disadvantage without the previous
sanction of the Central Government;

(/) every person who was receiving any retirement benefits from the Tariff
Authority for Major Ports immediately before such date, shall continue to receive the
same benefit from the Adjudicatory Board:

Provided that the retirement benefits of such person shall not be altered by the
Adjudicatory Board (o his disadvantage without the previous sanction of the Central
Government.

(2) The head office of the Adjudicatory Board shall be at such a place as may be
notified by the Central Government:

Provided that the Adjudicatory Board may hold its sittings at such other places as the
Presiding Officer may decide from time to time, having taken into consideration the
convenience to decide the disputes referred to it.

55. The Adjudicatory Board shall consist of a Presiding Officer and two other members,
as may be appointed by the Central Government.

\

56. (/1) Aperson shall not be qualified for appointinent as the Presiding Officer of the
Adjudicatory Board unless he is—retired Judge of the Supreme Court of India or a retired
Chicf Justice of a High Court.

(2) A person shall not be qualified for appointment as a member of the Adjudicatory
Board unless he is—

(a) arctired Chicf Secretary of a State Government or equivalent; ot

(b) aretired Secretary of the Government of India or equivalent,
and has an experience of not less than twenty years in the field of finance, commerce,
administration, maritime, shipping or port related matters.

(3) The Presiding Officer and members of the Adjudicatory Board shall be appointed
by the Central Government on the recommendation of a Selection Committee consisting of
the Chicef Justice of India or his nomince, the Secretary of the Department dealing with
Shipping and such other persons, and in such manner as may be prescribed.

(4) The Presiding Officer and members of the Adjudicatory Board shall hold office for
a term not exceeding five years from the date on which (hey enter upon their office or until
they attain the age of seventy years, whichever is earljer.

Composition
of
Adjudicatory
Board.

Qualifications,
terms and
conditions of
service of
Presiding
Officer, and
members of
Adjudicatory
Board.
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(5) The salaries and allowances payable (0, and the other terms and conditions of

service of, the Presiding Officer and members of the Adjodicatory Board shall be such as
may be prescribed: ‘

Provided that neither the salary and allowance nor other terms and conditions ol
service of the Presiding Officer or members of the Adjudicatory Board shall be var ied 1o
their disadvantage after their appointment.

57. (/) The Central Government may, in consultation with the Chicf Justice of India
or his nominee, remave [rom office of the Presiding Officer, who—

(a) has been adjudged as an insolvent;
N (b) has become physically or mentally incapable of acting as such Presiding
Officer ormember;

(¢) has been convicted of an offence which, in the opinion of the

Central Governmen, involves moral turpitude;

() has acquired such financial or other interest as is likely to aflfect prejudicially
his functions as such Presiding Officer or member; or

(¢) has so abusced his position as (o render his continuance in office prejudicial
to the public inlerest.

(2) Without prejudice to the provisions of sub-section (/). the Presiding Officer shall
not be removed from his office except by an order imade by the Central Government on the
around of proved misbehaviour or incapacity after an inquiry made by the Chief Justice of
India or his nominee on a reference made to him by the Central Government in which such
Presiding Officer has been informed of the charges against him and given a rcasonable
opportunity of being heard in respect of those charges.

(3) The Central Government may, with the concurrence of the Chief Justice of India
suspend from office, the Presiding Officer in respect of whom reference has been made to
the Chiel Justice of India under sub-section (2) until the Central Government has passed
orders on receipt of the report of the Chief Justice of India on such reference.

(4) The Central Government shall, after consultation with the Supreme Courl, make
rules to regulate the procedure for the inquiry on the ground of proved misbehaviour or
incapacity referred to in sub-section (2).

(5) Without prejudice to the provisions of sub-scction (/), a member of the
Adjudicatory Board shall not be removed from his office except by an order made by the
Central Government on the ground of his proved misbehaviour or incapacity, after an
held iu accordance with the procedure prescribed in this behalf by the Central

inquiry,
ome to the conclusion that the member ought to be removed on any such

Government, ¢
ground referred (o in sub-section (/).
(6) The Central Government may suspend any member of the Adjudicatory Board in
respect of whom an inquiry under sub-section (5) is being initiated or pending until the
! Government has passed an order on receipt of the report of the inquiry.

M mm ey
Ll "o v el

58. (1) The Adjudicatory Board referred (o in section 54 shall perform the following
functions, other than tariff setting, namely:—

() the functions envisaged to be carried out by the erstwhile Tarift Authority
for Major Ports arising from the Tariff Guidelines of 2005,2008,2013,2018 and 2019
and tariffs orders issued by the said Authority;

(b) 1o receive and adjudicate reference on any dispute or differences or claims
relating to rights and obligations of Major Ports and Public Private Partnership
concessionaires or captive users for dedicated berth within the framework of their
concession agreements and (o pass orders alter considering and hearing all the

parties involved in the dispute;
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(¢) Lo appraise, review the stessed Public Private Partnership projects as referred
by the Central Government or (he Board, and (0 suggest measures (o revive such
projects;

() to look into the complaints received from portusers against the services and
terms of service rendered by the Major ports or the private operators operating in the
Major Ports and to pass necessary orders after hearing the parties conccrnchI; and

< (e) 1o look into any other matter relating to the operations of the Major Port, as
may be referred to it by the Central Government or the Board, and (o pass orders or
give suggestions, as-the casc may be,

(2) The procedure to be adopted by the Adjudicatory Board, while discharging its
functions referred to in sub-section (/), as well as other matters related to funding, accounts
and audit of such Board shall be such as may be prescribed.

(3) Notwithstanding anything contained in any other law for the time being i foree,
while exercising the powers under sub-section (/). the Adjudicatory Board shall have the
same powers as are vested in a civil court under the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908 while

5 of 1908.
trying a suit, in respect of the following matters, namely:—

(a) the discovery and production of books of account and other documents, at
such place and at such time as may be specified by the Adjudicatory Board,;

(b) summoning and enforcing the attendance of persons and examining them

on oath;
(c) issuing commissions for the examination of witnesses or documents: and

(d) any other matter which may be prescribed.

(4) Any proceeding before the Adjudicatory Board, shall be deemed to be a judicial
proceeding within the meaning of sections 193 and 228 and for the purposes of section 196
of the Indian Penal Code, and the Adjudicatory Board shall be deemed to a civil court for all

45 of 1860.
2 of 1974. the purposes of section 195 and Chapter XX V1 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973.

59. No other court shall have jurisdiction to entertain any suit for proceeding in
respect of any matter falling within the scope of the Adjudicatory Board under this Act:

Provided that the provisions of this section shall not apply to matters stated in
section 58 that are referred (o arbitration by the concerned parties within the [ramework of
their respective contracts or concession agreements.

60. (/) Any party aggrieved by any decision or order of the Adjudicatory Board
under this Act, from which an appeal is allowed under sub-section (2), but from which no
appeal has been preferred, may apply for a review of such decision before the Adjudicatory

Board, in such form and manner and within such time, as may be prescribed, and the said
Board may make such order thereon, as it thinks fit.

(2) Any party aggrieved by any decision or order of the Adjudicatory Board, may file
an appeal to the Supreme Court of India, within sixty days from the date of communication
of such decision or order to him:

Provided that no appeal shall lie from a decision or order passed by the Adjudicatory

Board with the consent of parties:

Provided further that the Supreme Court may. entertain any appeal after the expiry of
sixty days, if it is satisfied that the appellant was prevented by sufficient cause (rom preferring
the appeal.

61. (/) The Adjudicatory Board may, with (he previous approval of the Central
G(i\/(::rnme'nl, appoint officers and such other employees as it considers necessary for the
efficient discharge of its functions under this Act.

Bar of
jurisdiction of
any courl.

Review and
appeal.

Officers and
employees of
Adjudicatory
Board.
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MINISTRY OF PORTS, SHIPPING AND WATERWAYS
(Ports Wing)
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 13th August, 2025
S.0. 3740(E).— In pursuance of sub-sections (1) and (2) of Section 54 and Section 55 of the Major Port -
Authorities Act, 2021 (1 of 2021), the Central Government hereby constitutes the Adjudicatory Board for Major Ports,
consisting of a Presiding Officer and two Members, namely:-
(i) Justice Ashish Jitendra Desai - Presiding Officer
Former Chief Justice, Kerala High Court
(ii) Shri Chirravuri Viswanath - Member
Former Secretary, Department of Consumer Affairs, and
Former Member, National Consumer Dispute
Redressal Commission (NCDRC)
(i) Dr. Sanjeev Ranjan - Member
Former Secretary, Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways, and .
Technical Member, National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT)
2. The head office of the Adjudicatory Board for Major Ports shall be at Mumbai.
3. The Tariff Authority for Major Porls constituted under Section 47A of the (erstwhile) Major Port Trusts Act, 1963
shall cease to exist from the date of constitution of the Adjudicatory Board for Major Ports.
4. The Adjudicatory Board for Major Ports shall come into force from the date of publication of the notification, in
the official Gazette. ' .
" r.
(F. No. PD-24015/60/2021—PD-I] N
-
R. LAKSHMANAN, Jt. Secy. '6
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