:lhereby, makes tﬁe followmg Rules -
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2 o 2. Rules!II D4

N .
( ; The existing Video Conferencmg Rules contained m Chapter-l Part-H of the

|Punjab and Haryana High Court Rules and Orders, Volume-V are substltuted -wlth the :

‘followmg
e

A

“Pursuant o the ‘Model Rules on. Vldeo Conferencmg (Nyaya Shrutl)’ ;

‘forwarded by the Govemment of Indla, the I—hgh Couﬂ of Punjab and Haryana,

-Whereas in order to avmd delay in. Jud1c1a1 proceedmgsdue to, non—avallablhtyfj £

of partles advo cates, thnesses and accused physxcally,

. Iand enable use of electromc conunumcatlon and othcr audlo-vxdco clectromc mcan eh

_Nagamk Suraksha Sanhita, 2023 (No 46 of 2023)

. Whereas, the Bharatlya Nagamk Suraksha Sanhlta, 2023 (BNSS) under Sectlon ¥ :
554,_63‘,'64, 70, 71, 94, 154, 183, 187, 193, 209, 227, 230, 231, 251, 254, 262, -265,‘
[ , | i ' g
1266, 308, 310,{316, 336, 355, 356, 392 and 530 recognizes use of audio-u;deO ‘

ll'electconic means and other forms of electronic. communication for different

|
‘proceedings.

Whereas,
:provides that

:lexarmnatmn of omplainant and witnesses, recordmg of evxdence in, mquxnes andﬁ_‘

. irials and all ap ellate proceedmgs or any other proceedmg, .may be held in electromc:"

lnmde’ by use of lectromc commumcatlon or use of audm-vldeo electromc mean

(No 46 of 202 ) the High Court of Punjab and Haryana makes the ‘The Use of

Electronlc.-Comn1unlcat1on and AudIO-VIdCD Electromo Means Rules asunder: = -in.

i exped1ent to formahse-' "

i S O

‘gfor the purpose of conductmg trial, mqmry and proceedmg under the: Bharatlya‘ PE

ection 530 of the Bharanya Nagankx Suraksha Sanh;ta 2023 (BNSS) "

I trials, inquiries and proceedings under this Sanhita, mcludmg- _

dated VO S "l .J.al':‘j'i 026




. Short title, Apphcatmn and Commencement L :
- .d) These Rules shall be called “The Use of Electromc Cummumca

b) They shall apply to all judicial, departmental and mediation

. ‘Definitions
(1) In these Rules, unless the context otherwise reqmres -
&) "Advocate" means and includes an advocate entered in any

i2s

CHAPTER-I
" PRELIMINARY

Video Electronic Means Rules, 2026.”

pendmg cases in the High Court of Punjab and Haryana High Court as well as

iv.7. Courts and Tribunals over which the High Court has _]unsdmtmx{.
‘4 -c) They shall come into force from the date of then' publication i

" Gazette.

under the provisions of the Advocates Act, 1961 and shall for

these rules, include prosecuting officers and government plcaders

m the Ofﬁcia[ :

the purpose of

b) "Advocate's remote point" means a place from where an advocate or'

~advocates may appear through a live link and shall include ad\Jocate s chmnber]

; . oroffice for video conferencing, It shall not include any public
Vo mcludmg corridors, vehicles, waiting ared ot parkmg space where clecorum of |

" proceedings cannot be ensured;

lace, open area ||

ﬂc) "Commissioner” means a person appointed as commissioner under the

“provisions of the Code. of Civil Procedure, 1908, Bharatiya Njagank Suraksha
.. Sanhita, 2023 (46 of 2023) or any other law for the time being in force;

proceedmgs pursuant to the directions of the court;
g) "Court room' means the place or room or. enclosed space
proceedings are held;

Governments of Punjab, Haryana and U.T. Chandigarh, where
~made a.va.llable for use of electronic communication or use

: d) "Coordinator" means a person nominated as coordinator under Rule 8; i:

; ,""e) "Court" includes a physical court and a virtual court or a tribunal. f

. ) "Court point" means the courtroom or the place where the cqurt is physmally
convened, or the place where a commissioner or an inquiry. officer ho]ds .

in which court \

_ h) "Designated Place" means any one or more places notified by the "Statei

the facilities are |
of audio-video

;electromc ‘means with courts points and shall include Vulnerable W1tness

Deposition Centre from where evidence of such witnesses may;be recorded;

electronic communication.

1) "Designated Video Conferencing Software" means a softWare approved by X
“the High Court for the use of video conferencmg or oﬂher audto-v1deo‘:

J) "High Court" means the High Court of Punjab and Haryana at Chandxgarh
; )“Lwe link" means and includes a live link for audlc;-iudeo electronic

' communication or other arrangements whereby a witness

i . advocate or any other person is required by Court to remain pr

- “ electronic means;

_the court room by use of electromc communication or usT

4 1) ""Remote Point" means a place where any person is requirej

accused, party,,

scnt virtually in|.
of audio-video|

to be present or.

_appear through a live link and includes Designated Place, but|does not include

Advocate s remote pomt

tmn and Audio-
I

i
|

proceedings in: }



A

m)"Remote User" means a user participating in court proceedings throtigh vide e

conferencing at a remote point;

n) "Required Person" includes:
1. aperson who is to be examined as a witness, complamant or otherwise; or

ii, any person including an accused in whose presence certain proceedings are
; to be recorded or conducted; or |
; iii. an advocate or a party in person; or
iv. any person including a victim who i is requn'ed to make submissions before
the Court; or !
v. any other person who is permltted by the Court to appear through v1dco-
| conferencmg or other modes of audio-visual electronic communication
device; ‘
0) "Rules" shall mean these rules and any reference to a'rule or sub-rule shall be

a reference to a rule or sub-rule of these rules;

(11) The words and phrases used but-not deﬁhéﬁ" herein shall bear the samé -

| ..meaning Bs assigned to them in the Punjab and Haryana High Court Rules and
| Orders; Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023 (BNSS); Bharanya

i Sakshya | Adhiniyam, 2023 (BSA), The Code. of Civil Procedure; 1908;

Information Technology Act, 2000(IT Act) and the General Clauses Act,
1897. i § PR ::_ SE s L

3. Construction of references

: Unless the ¢ontext otherwise requires, any reference to Bharatiya Nagank o
‘Suraksha Sanhita, 2023 in these Rules shall include reference to the Code of Criminal i

Procedure, 1973} and any reference to Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam, 2023, in these
rules shall incluge reference to Indian Evidence Act, 1872 under the corresponding

provisions. - e a0l

4. General Pflnclples Govermng Video Conferencmg and other modes of Audm-

video electropic communication
Subject to the provisions hereinafter contamed video conferencing and other

modes of aud1o-V1sual electronic communication may be used at all stages of judicial

: proceedmgs and proceedings conducted by the Court, where a person requn‘ed to be

'present or appear is not physically present in court room: e : - L
(1) All proceedings conducted by a Court via video conferencing and other modes of
audio-visual electronic communication shall be judicial proceedings and: all
| practices, decorum and protocols shall apply to these proceedings; i
(2) All relevant statutory provisions applicable to judicial proceedings mcludmg

\

J .
' provisions of BNSS, CPC, Contempt of Courts Act, 1971, BSA and IT Act; shall“:
! apply to prjceedmgs conducted by video conferencmg, o

'(3) Subject to|maintaining independence, impartiality and credlblhty of Jud101a1

procecdlngr;l and subject to such directions as the High Court may issue, Courts
may adopt such technological advances which may ‘become available from tune to

- time;

CHAPTERI ' = Ve
GENERALPRINCIPLES .




 proceedings without production of identity proof The same ‘must be.

-l

(4) Courts shall use only High Court/Government :approved and

secure video

conferencing platforms equipped with end-to-end encnrptmn to pfotect data’ and j

‘privacy;

(5).Any unauthorized access, hacking atternpts or security ‘breaches mljust be reported ‘

- immediately and addressed in accordance with the law;

(6) The Rules as applicable to a Court shall murat:s mutand:Js apply to a
Commissioner appointed by the Court to record evidence and to ani inquiry officer

conducting an inquiry;

Q] Unless expressly permitted by the Court, no petson, either at Court Pomt or at |

s Designated Place or at Remote Point or Advocate's Remote Point,|

shall record or

publish the proceedings or any part thereof, conducted through v1deo conferencmg

‘or other modes of audio-visual electronic communication;

5. Identification of person appearing through video conferencing or other modes 2

of audio-visual electronic communication

The person deﬁned in rule 2(i) (n) shall provide an 1dent1ty proof a
the Govemment of India or State Government or Union Territory, to
coordinator by electronic communication. In case, : - identity proof
available, the Court may, upon satisfaction, allow such person 1

Order sheet of the Court.

6. Facllitles recommeuded for Vldeo Conferencmg |
_ The followmg equipments and facilities are recommended

b

L recognized by

the court point |
is not readily ;
y participate in
reflected in the | [

for conducting |

e prqgeedmgs ;by video conferencing at the Court Point and the Remote Point:

| participants; .
Echo-Cancellation and Acoustic Treatment — Td

High-Quality Spcakers-. To prov1de clear sound outpm',_---for

Computer Desktop and Laptop f
Network and | Connection (Minimum 50 Mbps)- |
High-Speed | Internet to ensure seamless video transmission withqut lag; |
internet - | Connectivity - Backup Internet Connection - | A secondary
et connection to prevent disruptions; ‘ |
Dedicated LAN/Wi-Fi Setup- To ensure stable and secure |
: connectivity; L !
Video High-Resolution Cameras (Full HD/4K) To capture clear video |
Equipmeht | feeds of participants; J R
et | Adjustable and Multiple Camera Angles- To enable focilsing on the
R - | judge, lawyers; accused, or witnesses;
‘Audio. - ' || Noise-Canceling Microphones- To reduce background noise and |
| Equipment ensures clear audio transmission; :

enhance audio

| clarity by minimizing reverberation;

remote pa.rtlc:lpants :
Multiple Screen Setup (Optlonal)- To allow simu
| of different participants;

'|'Projection
equipments

tancous v1ew1ng

‘ -DiSplay< and:| Large Display Screens (LED/Pro;ectors) For clear V1S1b1hty of| -

To ensure secure communication;

| Software and | End-to-End Encrypted Video Conferencmg Software -

|
!

Encryption
: |




.-5;;; i

ey §

Standards

|
|

' | Multi-Factor Authenttcatmn (MFA)! for Users —-To ensure 1dent1ty

Firewall and VPN Protection —To prevent unauthorized access; ;-

verification;

authorized personnel

Recording and
Documentation

Ji

Court-Approved Recording Mechamsm —For secure documentatlon :

of hearings; : ‘
Transonptlon Services- Automated!manual transcnptton of court

proceedmgs 5" i

SGSSIOHS

IT Support and

'On-Site Technical Tearn For quwk resolutmn of technical i issues;:

© (2) the software

| outages from dlsruptmg proceedmgs.

iMaintenance\ 124/7 Remote IT Support— To ‘provlde ‘ assmtance_‘é‘ for‘
troubleshootmg, Gl B0 .I-, e I

' Regular' - Equipment Mamtenance- To» ensure unmterrupted'

‘ . functionality R

Power Backup ‘Uninterruptible Power Supply (UPS) System To prevent power

7. The demgnat%

. Backup Generators for prolonged power fallures etc

d video conferencmg software to be procured by the ngh Court

shall facilitate following minimum requirements:
(1) an online, reEl—tune collaboration software with features like. video, vowe, screen

sharing, doc:\tment sharing, presentation, recordmg ete, . e
hall have a whlteboard for ﬂastung messages and recordmg meetmgs "

or sessions.’

(3) the complete access log. of the different users w1th extended reports, mcludmg

! IP/Devme details/Application details, should be provxded with each meeting room;

(4) the platform/

hj- recovery site..

{(5) the software
' across vario
accommoda

shall be hosted on an Indla-based data centre w1th a 100% Dtsaster

shall offer cross-piatfonn functi'onality, erisuring eamlecs operatioh
1s operating systems, including Windows, Lmux, macOs8, IOS etc., to
e diverse technology ecosystems of all part1c1pants and guarantee a

| consistent user experience regardless of the operating system used.

\(6) the platform

| time.

i(7) the platforn
multiple use

:(8) the platform

| cases by ad

| ~cause list.

(9) the platform shall provide master control facﬂlty at Court‘s end recordt

.| archiving facility at Court Point, server or cloud. : ‘ G
(10) the platform|

| of a ﬁreWall.

rs. -
shall be oapable of synchromamg and scheduhng with cause hst of

must prov1de audlt trail facility of the proceedlngs and also prov151on

8. Appomtmen]t of Coordmators

(1) There shall|be a Coordinator both at the Court Poxnt and at the designated place

from where

any required person is to be examined or heard or is directed to

Secure- Login Credentials for Each Sessmn ~To limit access. to g

Cloud or Local Storage Optlons -To secure storage for recorded—_ ‘ i

shall be scalable to multi pomt connect1v1ty w1th 500 user logms at a 4

n shaIl prov1de private and conﬁdentlal breakout rooms between I ‘

vocates w1th waltmg lobby and automatlc pulling according to-'the’ e

EEE X
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_remain present. However, the coordinator may be required at the remote point ;

-6

“only when a witness or a person accused of an offence is to be examined.

(2) In all the Courts, one or more persons nominated by the High Court or the
“Principal District and Sessions Judge/District and Sessions Jddgc concerned :
. within whose jurisdiction .the respective Court is situated, shdll perform the = .

 functions of the coordinator(s) at the Court Pomt/Demgnated Place. .
(3) The Court may appoint.any court official as a coordmator at the Colrt Point.
~(4) The coordinator at the designated place may be any of the followmé;

8.4.3

of District Legal Services

Authority  (including | Secretary of the concerned District
Taluka Legal Services Legal Semces Authority;
Committee)

Sub Rule Where the Advocate or | The : remote pmnt Coordmator
i Required Person is -at | Shall be:- i
) the following point:- | -
84.1 Overseas An official of the relevant Indian |
Consulate/Indian  Embassy /High
Commission; .
842 Court of another State or | Any. authorized official nominated
; ﬁ,-i-g ; | Union Territory of India- | by the concerned Principal District
I ' | & Sessions Judge/District and
‘ Sessions Judge; ' :
Mediation Centre or office | Any  authorized |person/official

nominated by the Chairperson or

Jail ot prison

or an official authorized by him;

The c0ncemed Jaﬂ Supérinfcndent :
or ‘Officer-in-charge of the prison; |

institution referred to as a
Child Care Institution and
where  the  Required
Person is a child' in

child or person ‘who is an
inmate of such Child. Care
Institution.

conflict with law or a|

;
|

'| Hospitals administered by | Medical Superintendent or an |
the Central Government, | official authorized by them or the |
the State Government or | person m charge| of the sa1d
ot local bodies hospital; -

846 . Observation Home The Supcrmtendcnt or Ofﬁcer-m—
T Special charge of that Institution or an
1 Home, ChlldrensHome | official authorized by them;

| Shelter Home, or any ;

| Protection Homes, Shelter

Wormen's Rescue Homes,

Homes, Nari Niketans or
any institution rcferred to
as a women's facility
(collectively referred (o as
women's facilities).

The Supermtendent or Ofﬁcer—m-
charge of the women s facility or
an ofﬁmal authonzed by them;

{
|
}

3438

In custody, care or

The Supermtendeﬁt or Officer-in-.

employment of any other

charge of the mstn:htmnal facility or



- —— e

government office, | an official authorized by them;
organization or institution
(collectively referred to as
institutional facilities).

i
wile

5.4.9 Forensic Science Lab The | Administrative Officer-in-
' | | ¢harge or any other person
nominated by the Director/Head of

| ' .| ensure - that the proceedings are
‘ | _ conducted in a fair, impartial -and
independent manner and according
to the directions issued by t.he
Court in that behalf.

| () the requir

|
;. ; (d) the perso

‘(S) When a Reqtured Person is at any of the Remote Points mentioned in, Sub Rule

8(4) and video conferencing facilities are not available at any of these places the
concerned Court may formally request the Princfpal District and Sessions
IudgefDlstrlct and Sessions Judge, in whose Junsdictxon the: Remote Point is
situated, to appoint a Coordinator for and to provide a video conferencing facﬂlty‘
from proximate and suitable Court premises. . :

(6) The Coordinators at both the Court Point and Remote Point shall ensure that the

 recommended requirements set out in Rule 6 and'7 are comphcd with, so that the
proceedings are conducted seamlessly.

(7N Notw1thstan¢lmg the provisions of Clause 8.4.1, where W1tness examination is tou, :
take place m a criminal case of a person located outs1de the country, the:
provisions of the BNSS 2023 (Section 110 & Chapter 8) and "Comprehensnrc. :

Guidelines fq>r investigation abroad and issue of Letters’ Rogatory (LRs) /Mutual
Legal Ass;stance (MLA) Request and Service of Summons/Notices/Judicial
documents J:t respect of Criminal Matters prevaxhng at that time" will be followed
to the extent ’they are in conformity with the provisions of the BNSS and BSA.

.:":,‘J:).A'.

i F

9 Prep'ar'ltory ﬁrrangements :
( 1) The coordinator at the designated place/remote point shall ensure that; vy
ld persons scheduled to appear.in a partlcular procecdmg are ready at
the remote pomt/demgnated place for v1deo conferencmg well before the
scheduled time; X
(b) no unautht)rlzed recording device is used : ;
(c) no unautqortzcd person enters the remote pomt or desxgnated place when the
video conff:rence is in progress; i
being examined is not prcmpted tutored, coaxed, mduced
coerced in any manner by any person and that the. person being examined does
not refer to any document, script or device without: the permlss:on of the Court
concemej iy

during the course of examination. :
(2) Where the itness to be examined through video conferencing or other audio-
visual electronic communication requires or if it is otherwise expedient to do so,

the Court s iall give sufficient notice in advance, settingout the schedule of vides
conferencing and in appropriate cases may provide the copies of all or any part of ‘

il e

: .| the Laboratory;. s
84.10 In case of any other | The concerned Court may nominate |
: location any public servant or public official: |

of the concerned department: ‘fo:|""
" render services as a Coordinator'to:|

o FTaSTE
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8t {8

e a) a translator in case the person to be cxammed is not conversant with the o'ﬂicial§

‘ |
.
‘ : J i
the relevant documents in electromc form to the coordmator of the concerned:
remote point. : i ;
(3) Before the ‘scheduled Vldeo conferencing, the Court shall énsure that flia |
-gcoordmator at the designated place or remote point receives in Lalectromc form,
.1.copies of all or any part of the documents which may be requlredlfor recording of
: _'3 ..evidence, or for reference of the witness. However, coordinator Lhall allow such
" documents in electronic form to be used by the required persoh only with the
 permission of the Court. : EJ
(4) ‘Whenever required, the Court shall order the coordmator at the Remote Point or at
~..the Court Point to provide-

!

:_ language of the court;

! “-"tfabe,) an expert in sign languéges in case the person to be exammed is impaired i m

specch and/or hearing; ;
(c) an interpreter or a special educator as the case may be, in case a person to be'
~ examined is differently abled, either temporarily or permanently;
. (d) a person for reading of documents in case the person to be exaiamed is visually|
‘" challenged. : ‘

T
I

|
[
\

¥
-A

CHAPTER—III

PROCEDURE FOR VIDEO CONFERENCING ' |

10. ‘Appearance through video conferencmg and other modes |of audio~visual'
electronic communication | ;
(1) In criminal cases, any party to the proceedings or witness, save and except where
_proceedmgs‘ are initiated at the instance of the Court or on rtquest of public.
 prosecutor, may move:a request in the form provided in'Schedule-II for pr’esencc\‘
..and proceedings through video conferencmg or other modes of audio-visual
»electromc communication. : : ‘
Provided that the Court, as far as poss1b1e, may ¢ examine public servant 01'

expcrt through audio-video electronic means: o
Provided further. that the prosecutlon while submlttmg trial programme
shall indicate the witnesses who are to be examined through aud1o-v1deo
electronic means and the details of designated place or remote point for

‘ exammatxon of such witnesses: i

Provided also that the defence while submitting the| list of defence
. witnesses shall indicate the witnesses who are to be ‘examined through audlo-‘
v1de0 electronic means and the detaﬂs of desxgnated place or %cmotc point for
" examination of such witnesses: ' ‘ :

Provided further that the decision of the Court with regard o presence of
* party or examination of the witness through audio-video electronic means at the,.

designated place or remote pomt shall be final and bmdmg !-
.(2) In civil cases, the court may, at its discretion, or on the request of any of the
parties in the form provided in Schedule-II initiate process for hearmg of any case!

~ through  video conferencmg and - other modes of audm-vxsual electronic;
commu.mcatlon '

tr



‘ ~ the details of designated place or remote point for'examination of such witnesses
g Provided|further that the decision of the Court with regard to presence of party .
| or exammaqon of the ‘witness through audzo-wdeo electromq means and the

\
|
|11. Service of processes | e ; el
(1) Process issued to a witness who is to be exammed th:ough video confcrencmg,

shall mennop the date, time and venue of the' concerned designated place and- shall _

L Provided|that the pzirties while submitting the list of witnesses shall indicate -

" the witnesse§ 'who are to be examined through. audio-video electronic means and

designated. place or remote point shall be final and binding. _ -
(3) Wh11e allowing a request for v1deo confcrencmg the Com’t may also ﬁx‘

the concern Court

direct the witness to attend in person along with proof of identity. -

(2) Ifa person is examined with reference to a particular document then the process 10 .

witness shall be accompanied by a copy of such documcnt

it (3) The existin rules regarding service of summons and the' consequenccs for )

attendance, as provided in CPC and BNSS sha]l apply with respect to semce of
summons: fo proceedmgs conducted by v1deo conferencmg

. 12 Exammatlo of persons and witnesses through v1deo conferencmg and uther

Imodes Of audiorvisual electronic communication

(1) The person|being examined through video conferencing and otfier modes of
v | audio-visual| electronic communjcation shall ordmanly be examined ‘during ‘the

l working hours of the court concerned or at such time as the court may deem fit.
| The oath will be administered to the person bemg exammed by the Coordmator at
the Court Pdint. 5 : : : -

2 Wherc the pprson being: exammcd is'an accused in custody, the court shall provxde

l

|

I him adequate opportunity to consult in privacy with his advocate before, during
! and after the hearing through the video conferencmg or other modes of audlo- o
l L Y i ;

visual electronic communication.

{(3) Subject to the provisions for exammatmn of w1tnesses contamcd in the Bharatlya '
Sakshya Adhiniyam, before the examination of the' w1tness, the documents, if any; i

sought to be|relied upon shall be transmitted by the requlred person to the witness,

so that the witness acquires familiarity with the said documents, The requu'edn

person will file an acknowledgement with the Court in this behalf, -

: (4) If a person is examined with reference to a partlcuIar document then the summons

to wimess must be accompanied by a copy of the  document. The original

|
. ofthe concemned person being examined.

'5(5) The Court would be at hberty to record the demeanour of the person bemg

‘ examined.

3 (6) The Court will note the objectmns raised durmg the dep051t10n of the person bemg :

exa:mncd and ruIc on thcm

document should be exhibited at the Court Point i m accordance w1th the dep051t10n ;

Boapls SR T2




(7) The Court shall read over and explain the evidence recorded to

(8) The court may, at the request of a person to be examined, or on
. taking' into account the best interest of the person to be ¢

-10-

obtain the signature of the person being examined on the transcript immediately

after the examination is concluded. The signed transcript shall form part of the
record. of the judicial proceedings. The signature ion the transcript of the person’
- being examined shall be obtained in either of the following ways:-
' (@) If digital signatures are available at both the concerned Court Point and.

(b) If digital signatures are not available, the pﬂntout of the tr

Wy
\ v

Remote Point, the copy of the transcript digitall_y signed By the presiding
officer at the Court Point shall be sent by the designated video conferencing

software on official e-mail of the cootdinator at remote point
of the same shall be taken and signed by the person beir
scanned copy of the transcript digitally signed by the coordinaj
point shall be transmitted by the designated video conferent
the official e-mail of the Court Point, where a printout of th
taken and made part of the judicial record.

signed by the presiding Judge at the Court Point and shall
editable scanned format by the designated v1deo conferenci
official e-mail of the coordinator at remote point where a prin

where a printout
sing software tol
e same shall be!

!

nscript shall be
be sent in non-

shall be taken and signed by the person examined and countersigned by the.
coordinator at the remote point. A non-editable scanned format of the
transcript so signed. shall be sent by the coordinator at the renhote point by the

designated video conferencing software or official e-mail to

~'where a printout of the same shall be taken and made part of the judicial;;
. record. 4

the Court Point

The hard copy of the evidence signed by the witness and the coordmator
at the Remote Point shal] also be dlspatched to the Court Point in both the

above cases.

the witness and -

1g examined. A: .
tor at the remots|

ing software on
tout of the same’.

I:

its own motion, .
rxamined, direct;’

appropriate measures to protect the privacy of the person examined bearing ini
mind aspects such as s age, gender, physmal condmon and recognized customs and
Pl practlees f
(9) ‘The coordinator at the desxgnated place shall ensure that 1o person is present at the
remote point, save and except the person bemg examined and those whose
i-presence is deemed admnnsn'atwely necessary by the coordmator for the :
b proceedings. !
(10) The court may also impose such other condmons as are necessary for effectwe
hearmg of cases through video conferencmg and other modes of aud10—v1deo
~_electronic communication.' "
(11) The examination shall, as far as practlcable proceed without irfterruption or the
__grant of unnecessary adjournments. However, the Court or the Commissioner as‘
" the case may be, will be at liberty to determine whether an adjournment should bc‘
granted and if so, on what terms. e

(12) Ewdence ofa w1tness shall be recorded only from the demgnated‘place

pf

Prowded that if the Coun thinks . ﬁt, the required person may' be permitted for,
recordmg of his evidence or to connect for - ‘hearing of cases through v1deo-

~ conferencing or other modes of audio-visual ¢lectronic communication from the placc
‘of his residence and work in the situation(s) hereinafier provided: -
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L (a) Where ol

authorize colpduct of video conferencing from the'p lace of his residence or work.

(b) Where one of the parties to a petition under Sectlon 13-Bof’ Hmdu Marriage
Act, 1955 1JJ residing outside India, Court may dispense with the requirement-of
presence of such party before Indian Consulate/Indian Embassy/High

‘ Commission and may permit the recording of statement from any other remote
| point including the residence of the party subject to satisfaction of Court

regarding n?entlty of party and voluntarmess of the statement and consent of

other party. |
(13) Where the court is of opinion, for the reasons recorded in writing that, evxdence of

the witness cpnnot be effectively recorded it may declme to examine such witness
through video conferencing,

13. Exhibiting o showing docﬁments to wifn"esg or: Saccu'sed at a remote point.

If during the course of cxammatlon of a person at a remote point by video
conferencing, it is necessary to show a document to the person, the Court mayf ’

| permit the document to be shown in the foliowmg manner:
documeﬂt visualizer; :

(b) if the docfument is at Court Point, but: document v1suahzer is not avaﬂable by
transmitting a copy or image of the document to the remote ‘point
electronically through the des1gnated video conferencing software or officlal

e-mail;

conferencing software or official e-mail. The hard copy of the document
countersigned by the witness and the coordmator at the demgnated place sha]l

also be dispatched to the Court Point. g

14 Ensuring seiamless video cqnferencmg

(1) The coordinator at Court Point shall provide the live lmk of the hearing througH .

video conferencing or other modes of audio-visual electromc communication,.
(2) If the proce
coordinator,
requirements. :
(3) The coordmgtor at the Court Point shall be in contact with the required person(s)

 and guide them with regard to the fulfillment of technical and other requirements

for execunqg a successful' hearing through video conferencing. Any problem
faced by su required person shall be resolved by the coordinator at Court Point.
(4) The coordm tor at the Court Point shall ensure that any document or aud10-v1sual

files, emailed by the required person, are duly received at the Court Pomt and'

l placed on file.

;(S)The Court shall also record its satisfaction as to clarlty sound and connectivity for |

| both Court Users and Remote Users.

‘required person is not capable of reaching the Court. Point or 'thé
.| designated place due to sickness or physical infirmity, or whose presence at. the-
' remote point cannot be secured without undue delay or;expense, the Court may~

(a) if the chcument is at Court Point, by u'ansmlttmg the document through?'

| (c) if the document is at the remote point, by transmitting a copy or image of 'the‘ ]
" document to the Court Point electronically through the designated video

ings are carried out from any place other than ‘a designated placg;, thé' '
if any, at such remote point shall ensure complmnce of all techmcal" ‘

o e I e
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1{5»‘ Remand

- ‘The court may, as per the provisions of Section 187 BNSS, authorize dgteﬁtion in |
judicial custody of any person accused of an offence, by video conferencing or other.

modes of audio-visual electronic communication:

+  Proyided that if the accused is already in Jud1c1al custody, whether of the same!'-
~ Court or some other Court or is ‘undergoing sentence, the Court may further remand

him during inquiry or trial under Section 346(2) of BNSS through wdeo conferencmg
or other modes of audxo-v1sual electronic communication. :

16. Plea bargammg - |
The Court may also use the modes of audio-visual electronic cormnumcatmn for
the purpose of plea bargaining under Chapter XXIII of BNSS. i
17. Record of proceedings through audio-visual electronic commu,Llication
"Wherever any proceeding is carried out by the Court under these: rules by taking
recourse to the modes of audio-visual electronic communication, ithe Court shall

mentlon in the order sheet that the hearing has been conducted through video!
conferencmg _ O di

CHAPTER-IV
GENERAL PROCEDURE ‘
18, Conduct of Proceedmgs 3 i
(1) The procedure set out hereinafter in | this chapter is without prejudice to the
proccdure indicated elsewhere in these rules where proceedmgs are conducted|

w

through video conferencing or other modes of audio-visual electronic;,

commumcatlon : .
(2) The coordinator at the Court Point shall ensure that video |conferencing is
* conducted only through a designated video conferencing soﬂware: ' ;
' Provided that in the event of a technical fault or for any other suf‘ﬁcxent cause, the,
Court may for reasons to be recorded in writing, permit the use of a software other

" than the designated video conferencing software for video conferencmg in that'

s part:cula.r proceeding: [ !

Provided further that nothing contained in these rules shall prevent a Court,

4 -after recording its reasons in writing, from using any software other than the,

“designated video conferencing software or other modes of aud1o visual electronic
communication, to facilitate the hearing of cases in electronic mode

(31 In case the person to be examined is an accused, the prosecution will confirm the

* location of the accused at the Remote Point.

4. If the accused is in custody and not present at the Court Point, the Court shall

'- order a multi-point video conference between Court Point, the witness and the

" accused in custody to facilitate recording of the statement of the witness including

medical or other experts.

19. Third parties to the case :

(1) Third parties may be allowed to remain present during video conferencing only

~ upon a specific order of the Court. However, they shall be passwb participants and
shall not be allowed to make any submission without perrmssmn of the Court.

(2) Where, for any reason, a person unconnected with the case is pre ent at the remote

- point, that person shall be identified by the coordinator at the rémote point at the
; : . ‘ . t ‘

b




: } beginning ‘of the proceedmgs and the purpose of the presence of that person shall
| be conve‘ycd to the Court, Such person shall contmue to remam present. only w1th
thepermissmn of the Court (s Lk TR

20. Costs of Video Conferencing _
In the absence of rules prescribed by the concerned Court, the Court may take mto s
consrderatron the following orroumstanoes while detenmmng and/or apportioning- the i

costs of video canferencing; 5
(1) In criminal|cases, the expenses of the vrdeo iconferenemg faclhty mcludmg o

expenses involved in preparing soft coples/certrﬁed copies of the Court record and = '
transmitting the same to the Coordinator at the Remote. Point, and the fee payable s
' to the translator/interpreter/special educator, as the case may be, as also the fee e 4
. payable to the Coordinator at the Remote Pomt shall be botne by such party as i
‘i directed by the Court, >
(2) In civil cases, generally, the party makmg thexrequest for recordmg ev1dence -
through viddo conferencing shall bear the expenses :}5}' ! : :

(3) Besides the| above, the Court may also make: an order as to expenses as’it
: cons1ders appropriate, ‘taking into account the ruleslmstructmns regardmg R

!. payment of Fxpenses to the complmnant and w1tnesses ‘as may be prevalent from -
‘ time. to time s ’L‘ : *‘."=,?_e'. ; Lo E |
I(4) It shall be or.%en to the Court to waive the costs as' warranted ina gwen srtuatlon. o

21. Conduct of !YProceedmgs ! i ot
(1) The required persons shall have their presence recorded However in case they are
! ‘desirous thdt their face or name be masked, information to that effect shall be”
i furnished to the Court Point coordmator prror to the commencement #of 4 |
! proceedings for the approval of the court:” g 'y
{(2) The required persons shall abide by the: requu‘ements set put in Schednle' L :
(3) The Court Point coordinator shall send the live 1mk on moblle number furmshedj X
by the requjred persons permrtted to be v1rtually present in the Court. Once! the', '

| proceedings have commenced, no other person shall be pcrmrtted to part1c1pate i

: i the virtual earmg except with the permission-of Court. Tk
1(4) The required persons, after joining the hearing shall remain in the v1rtual lobby 1f -
available, until they are adrmtted to vu'tual hearmg by thc Coordmator at the‘Court_ i
Point. -

(5) Participati

in the proceed.mgs through v1deo conferencmg shall constltute

J

in conneotmty must be brought to the notice of the Court at the :
e mobile number of the Court Pomt coordmator which has’ been'-- 7 !

. .}" %
the requrred _person- before the comrnencement ‘of the v1deo &
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22. Access to Legal Aid Clinies/Camps/Lok Adalat/Jail Adalats

- (1) In conformity with the provisions of the Legal Services Authoritigs Act, 1987 and’

_ the laws in force, in proceedings related to Legal Aid Cluucs, Camps, Lok Adalats
“or Jail Adalats, any person who at the:Remote Point is in Jail 011 Prison shall be’
examined by the Chairman/Secretary of the Dlstrlct Legal Service Authority or:
* Members of Lok Adalats before passing any award or orders as per law. |

Lok Adalat or Jail Adalat.
(3) Copy of the award or order and the record of proceedmgs sha
Remote Point. -

(2) Such award or order shall have the same force as if it was passeE by the regulaf! |

be sent to the

CHAPTER-V
MISCELLANEOUS = = 1

s
e Sl
et

23 Power to Relax :
‘The High Court may, if satisfied that the operatlon of any Rule i causmg undue
hardship, by order dispense with or relax the requirements of that Rule to such extent

and subject to such condmons as may be st1pu1ated to deal w1th the. «qase in a just and|
equltable manner. ' ' |

.7 5 Res:dual Provisions ' L G ; gt |

(1) Matters concerning which no express provision has: been made in these Rules
shall be decided by the. Court consistent with ' the' prmmple of furﬂlermg the
interests of justice.

(ii) If audio-video electronic communication. ‘s suffiment for seamless video-‘;.
" conferencing, the non-availability of any recommended |equipments or|
mﬁ'astrucmre shall niot, by itself, render the proceedmgs invalid. e |

‘25. Repeal and Savings

@) ‘Rules for Video Conferencmg for Courts contamed in Chap1 er 1, Part-H of

Punjab and Haryana High Court Rules and Orders, Volume-V, are herebyi
repealed. |

(u) Notmthstandmg the repeal provisions- of ‘Rules for Vldeo Conferencing _fori
. Courts’ Rules shall apply to: - y L
(a) Actions and proceedings commenced before these rules came into force.

(b) All notlﬁcatxonslorders published/issued under the. ‘Rules for Video

““Conferencing for Courts’ .contained in Chapter-1, Part-H |of Punjab and |

“these rules.

Haryana High Court Rules and Orders, Volume-V, to the: extent they are not| -
‘epugnant to these rules, shall be deemed to have been made|or issued under‘
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. Court now have the dlscre'aon to mute or remove any reqtured person v101at1ng
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 SCHEDULET |

All required ppersons shall wear sobe'r?'(e.ttire" consistent ‘with the dignity of the

proceedings. Advocates shall be appropriately ‘dressed in professional attire

prescribed under the Advocates Act, 1961. Police officials shall appear in the - !
uniform presqrtbed for police officials under the relevant statute or orders. The

attire for Jud1¢1a1 officers and court staff will ibe as- speclﬁed in the relevant rules

prescribed in that behalf by the High Court ‘The dee1510n of the Presxdmg Judge or

officer as tothe dress code will be final. -

. Proceedings shall be conducted at the appointed date and tlme Punctuallty shall be

scrupulously gbserved.

. The case will be called out and appearances shall be recorded on the du'ecnon of g

the Court.

. Every required person shall adhere to the courtesws a.nd protocol that are followed

in a physical Court. Judges will be addressed as “Madam/Str" or "Your Honout".
Officers will| be addressed by their demgnatton such as "Bench Officer/Court
Master". Advocates will be addressed as "Learned Counsel/Senior Counsel".

: Reqmred Persons shall keep their mmrophones muted. till they are called upon 10

make submissions.

- Remote Users shall ensure that their devwes are free from malware.
- Advocates appearing through video conferencing before a Court/T nbunal shall Jom ;

from the Advocate’s remote point, Advocates shall not be permitted to join from

mobzle phone or any public place, open area mcludmg corndors vehlcles, Wamng L

 Remote Users and the Coordinator at the Remote Pomt shall ensure that the Remote |
ed in a quiet location, is properly secured and has sufficient internet  :

Point is situa
coverage, An,y unwarranted. disturbance caused dunng video eonferencmg may,
the Presiding Judge, so directs render the proeeedmgs non-est

. The cell phones of all required persons shall remam smtched off or in atrp ane' :

mode’ during the. proceedings.

. Required persons should endeavor to look into the camera, remain attenttve and not '

engage in any other activity durmg the proceedlngs

- Background noise, unnecessary movements, and mtermptmns must be: mlmnnzed |

to maintain the decorum of judicial proceedmgs

- The use of offensive language, disrespectful behavmr or non-comphance thh
Judicial instructions may lead to immediate removal from the session and potenttal

legal consequences.

'jg!;

these conduct{rules.




3. Proposed Date of conference (DD/MM/YYYY)

Reg. ﬁest Form for Video Conference
1. Case Number /CNR Number (if any)

2. Cause Title

4, Locatlon of the Court Point(s)::

Si Locatlon of the Remote Point(s):

6. Names & Designation of the Participants at,the"Renﬁot‘e Point:

7. Reasons for Video Conferencmg

dn the matter off ;
8. Nature of Proceedmgs

' Fmal Hearing ]
Motion Hearing - L1

Oithers R

‘Communication and Audio-Video Electronic Means Rules, 2026 (hy
‘pay wdeo conferencmg charges if so curected by the Court
'Slgnature of the apphcant/authonzed sxgnatory

Date

I have. read and understood the provisions of ‘The Use of

undertake to remain bound by the same to the extent apphcable to me;

Electronic

rperlink), I

1 agree'to s

For use of the Registry/Court Point Coordmator

; A) Bench assigned:
'B) Hearing:

"To be:shared equally;

Held on (DD/MM/YYYY)
Commencement Time: -

Endtime: .

Number of hours:

'C) Costs:

Overseas transmission charges if any:

To be Incurred by Apphcant/Rcspondent e

Wawed as-ordered by the-Court

S;gnature of the authonzed officer:
Date:.

e ok ok e 3k ok o

" .. BY ORDER OF'HON'BLE THE CHIEF JUSTICE AND JUDGES

Reglstrar {Rules)
" for Regjistrar General

LI
M ou- 2024
(Smriti Dhir) i




:Emlst_. No. 80

: -~ A copy ©
‘Secretary to Go
‘Chandigarh, with
'Government Gaz

M3 Rules/ILD4

F the Correction Slip is forwarded fo e chal Rcmcmbranccr and;. .
vernment of Punjab, Department of Legal' and Leg:slatwe Affairs; .

the request that the correction shp be got published in the Punjab -~ -

ette (Extraordinary). Two spare coptes of the print

ed Correction Shp be 1

L 'Endst. No.

 Endst.No._%0/4S _Rules/ILD4 B g o

sent for the use of [ this Court

| : Regtstrm' (Rules) ;
i : _ ‘ - ‘for Reglstrar General ; '
90 ‘1“ 49 Rules11D4 datod 1642026
A copy of the Correction Slip is forwarded to the: Legal Remembrancer and :
‘Administrative Secretary to Government of Haryana, Department of Law and Legislative
Affairs, Chandigarh, with the request that the correction slip be got published in the

Haryana Government Gazette (Extraordinary). Two spare copies of the prmted
‘Correction Slip be sent for the use of this Court.

" Registrar (Rules) -
for Registrar Genera

8
1

A copy of Correction Slip is uploaded on the portal ié;‘:}i : ;chd.
in terms of letter dated 23 09 2019 of Prmtmg and Stanonery Department U;

Copy of the Correction Shp is forwarded to the fo!lowmg for mformanon - 7

Chandigarh.

2. The Secretary to Govemmcnt of Punjab Dcpartment ‘of Justice (Judlcial
- Department), Chandigarh,

~ Administration of Justice Department, Chandigarh,

4. The Ho]me Secretary, Chandigarh Administration, Chandigarh.
5. The Secretary General, Supreme Court of India, New Delhi, -
6. The Registrar General, High Court of Delhi, New Delhi,

7. TheRe 1strar General ngh Court of Hunachal Pradesh Shlmla

8 _

9

1

‘ . ThePr 1dent Pun_}ab and Haryana High Coum: Bar Assoc1at10n Chanmgarh;r, 5
: ; istrict and Sessions Judges in the States of Punjab, Haryana and. Umon
| , Chandigarh. '
4 11, The Ad ocate General, Punjab, Chandigarh.

| 12. The Adbocate General, Haryana Chandlgarh

|

The S cretary to Government of Pun_]ab Department of Home Affaus* Ty

3. The Financial Commissioner and Secretary to _Govemment of Haryana,.;‘i"

‘ M
by riti Dhlr)

.

| FINRITE e P M gl
| ' ' - e S T ¢ mriti Dhir) 7500 G

' Chandlgarh
1 ‘ ‘ . _ - Registrar (Rules)‘

: ‘ - - 'for Registrar General
Endst. No._ €8 1€ Rules/ILD4 dated 104+ 1016

|
)

‘\ H
1“‘-
i

SRR RSP : 3o L s
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4 ' 13, The Registrar '(Grbupin'g) and Principal Secrétary (Administration) toH‘on’ble?

.5 the Chief Justice, Punjab and Haryana High Court. I
: 14, All the, Special Secretaries/Court Secretaries/Private Sccretarws/Rcadcrs to \‘ S
L e Hon'ble the Chief Justice and Hon'ble Judges. | #

‘ " +::%15, The Registrar General, Punjab and Haryana ngh Court through his Secretary/ :
i i ‘ i Private Secretary. P
T A /116, The Co-ordinator, Chandigarh Arbitration Centre Sco -17, Chandigath. ‘

o - 17, The Director, Chandigarh Judicial Academy, Scctor 43, Chandigarh
¢ '18. All the Registrars. i |
| 4 19..All the OSDs. ' L Y |
b 0. All the Joint Registrars. it d:tt: . 1"0.‘(’,;33'1"3““ [:g: i
s 1. All the Deputy Registrars. 0 o] 10072019, it o be
: 2. All the Assistant. Reglstrars downloaded - for -
Ll 3. The Librarian.. : T immediate  necessary
i 24, All the Supermtendehts': R T c;mﬂl'““' dlr any, by
© 25, TheReporter, ILR Section. ‘ 5§ A chfme ﬁ

P ] o 28 Incharge ASD Lab High Court:’ ] : ‘

M PUNJAB AND HARYANA HIGH COURT AT CHA IGARH. - ‘

! - i .‘:.J""*.‘ ..: f

e w e - (Sthiriti Dhir) |

L ; Registrar |

} ' for Registrar General |
i
od: ogZ‘dgj DZI?
01‘] and necessary
o o : L i
~ Disfrict & Sassions Judge| 0
Kapurthala. i
‘ R |
i |
i
:
. ii




