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hereby, makes the following Rules.-

I

354, 63, 64 70,

.l

»1

ZURT 0FPUNJABANDHARYANAAT CHANDIGARHCORRECTION SLIP' ‘

No. 202.. nuns/11.1141
The existirg Video Conferencing Rules contained ‘in‘Chapter-l, Part-H of ‘the

Punjab and Hary aria High Court Rules and Orders, Volume-V are substituted with the
ifollowing: - ,
‘ ‘,.i

“Pursuant to the ‘Model Rules on VideoConferencing (Nyaya Shruti)’
A 'forwarded by the Government of India, the High Court of Punjab and Haryaua,

1 1 W1
Whereas,i 1order to avoid delay1n.Judicial prdeee‘d gs‘ duetonon-availabilityi

of parties, advosates, witnesses and accused physically
11and enable use 3f electronic communication and other audio‘video electronic 11-16531 "

,ifor the purpose of conducting trial, inquiry and proceeding undertheBharatiya‘ ,.Nagarik Sur

Whereas,

a Sanhita, 2023 (No.46 of 2023)

ielectronic me 5 and other forms of electronic communicationfor different
proceedings '

Whereas, ection530 of- the Bharatiya‘,Nagariktsuraksha Sanhita,2023 (B ,SS)
provides that

mode, by use of electronic communication oruseof audio:Ii‘trials and all appellateproceedings or any otherproceeding,:maybe held111electronic ' '

i den electromcimean
Whereas,tthere is no restriction o t A A M 1

facilitiesin conducting trial. -

l. Whereas, tl' e High Court of Punjab and Haryana and the District Judiciary in the

i‘concerned State of Punjab, Haryana and UT Chandigarh, have been using video
conferencing fa,ilities under the ‘Rulesfor VideoConferencmgfor Courts: for,

- conductinginquiries and tn'als.’incivil as well as criminal proceedmgs.: ' In exercise of the powers conferred by Articles 225 & 227 of the Constitution of 1

,lndia and all other enabling sections of the BharatiyaiNagarik Suraksha‘Sanhitag21023
(No. 46 of 2023), the High Court of Punjab and Haryana makes the ‘The Use‘ of

ElectronicComrTunicationand Audio-VideoElectronicMeahs Rules ;as under: -1

is expedient to formalise- i

,i
_l1

.l.1

e Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023 (BNSS) under Section _ '

1,94,154,183,187 193, 209,227, 230, 231, 251, 254, 262, 265,

i266, 308, 310, 316, 336, 355, 356, 392 and 530 recognizes use of audio-video-

1 trials, inquiries and proceedings under this Sanhita, including
iexamination of complainant and witnesses, recording of evidence in inquiriesand._ :;



‘ v the court room by use of electronic communication or use
V 1 1 electronic means;

1 1) "Remote Point" means a place where any person is required

.2.

QEAiTlllL-I .
PRELINHNARY j?

1. Short title, Application and Commencement :a) These Rules shall be called“TheUse of Electronic Communica1amand Audio-i: ‘

Video ElectronicMeans Rules 2026."

pending cases in the High Court of Punjab and Haryana High

1 t

1 b) They shall apply to all judicial, departmental and mediation‘proceedings1n‘
Court as well as

Courts and Tribunals over which the High Court has jurisdictiori
1:, c)1They shall come into force from the date of their publicatio

Gazette
‘

.:‘Definitions
.- (i) In these‘Rules, unless the context otherwise requires, -
t a) "Advocate" means and includes an advocate enteredin any

in the Official:
‘1

roll maintained ‘ '

under the provisions of the Advocates Act, 1961 and shall fo the purpose of ‘

these rules, include prosecuting officers and government pleade s;
b)"Advocate's remote point" means a place from where advocate or
advocates may appear through a live link and shall include addocate''s chamber]
or office for video conferencing It shall not include any public

‘ 'including corridors, vehicles, waiting area orparking space where decorum of V
proceedings cannot be ensured;

lace, open area 1

1;) "Commissioner" means a person appointed as commissioner under the
provisions of the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, Bharatiya

l proceedings pursuant to the directions of the court;

Niagarik Suraksha
‘ Sanhita,2023 (46 of 2023) or any‘other law for the time being in force;
d) "coordinator" means a person nominated as coordinator under Rule 8;

3 1e) "Court" includes a physical court and a virtual court or a tribu
ct) "Court point" means the courtroom or the place where the court is physically

V convened, or the place where a commissioner or an inqui

1a].

g)"Court room" means the place or room or enclosed space in which court‘
proceedings are held;

11) "Designated Place" means any one or more places notifiGovernments of Punjab, Haryana and U..T Chandigarh, where
ed by the State?the facilities areji

h" .» ‘made available for use of electronic communication or use of audio-video
‘géjelectroniemeans Vin'th courts points and shall include Vulnerable Witness
Deposition Centre fi'om where evidence of such witnesses may

electronic communication.

be recorded;
i) "Designated Video Conferencing Software" means a software approved byi‘
the High Court for the use of video conferencing or other audio-videoir

,f j) "High Court" means the High Court ofPunjab and Haryana at Chandigarh
‘‘) "L1ve link" means and includes a live link for audio-Video electronic

5 communication or other arrangements whereby a witness, at accused, party,‘
advocate or any other person is required by Court to remain pr

. appear through a livelink and includes Designated Place, but
Advocate’s remote point;

esent virtually in
of audio-video

to be present or
does not include

'y. officer holds3 ‘



‘ 1 practices, de

| m)"Remote ser" means a user participating in court proceedings throughviconferencing at a remote point;
n) "Required‘Person" includes: 1

- ,

i a person whois to be examined as a witness, complainant or otherwise; or
7

ii. any person including an accusedin whose presence certain proceedings are1

to be recorded or conducted; or
1 iii. an adv cate or a party in person; or

iv. any pe son including a victim whois required to make submissions beforethe Court, or

0) "Rules" 5‘
a reference toa rule or sub-rule of these rules; ‘

(ii) The words and phrases used but'iiiot defined herein shall bear the s1
,_ meaning

‘ Orders;

1 Sakshya
Informat
l 897.

3. Constructio
Unless the

Suraksha Sanhin , 2023'1n these Rules shall include reference to the Code of Criminal '

i’rocedure, 1973
rules shall inclu
provisions.

‘4. General Pri

v. any other person who15 permitted by the Court to appear through video-conferencing or other modes of audio—visual electronic communication
,

1

dev1ce'1,
hall mean these rules and any reference to a rule or sub-rule shall be

e ,

as assigned to them in the Punjab andHaryana High Court Rules and
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023 (BNSS); Bharatiya
Adhiniyarn, 2023 (BSA); The Code of Civil Procedure, 1908;
on Technology Act, 2000(IT Act)and the General Clauses Act,

: ‘1
11 of referencescontext otherwise requires, any reference to Bharatiya Nag

and any reference to Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam, 2023, in these
de reference to Indian Evidence Act,- 1872under the corresponding

CHAPTER-II ‘

,
GENERALPRINCIPLES, g 1. .;_

ciples Governing Video conferencing and other modes of Audio-video electronic communication
Subject to e provisions hereinafter contained, video conferencing and other

‘modes of audio-visual electronic communication may be used at all stages of judicialproceedings andproceedings conducted by the Court, where a person required to bepresent or appear is not physically present in court room: 3

(1) All proceedi
A audio-visua

11(2) All rclcvan1 prov1stons (

‘i' apply to pro
1(3) Subject to

proceeding:

time;

ngs conducted by a Court via video conferencing and other modesofelectronic communication shall be judicial proceedings and, all
corum and protocols shall apply to these proceedings;
t statutory provisions applicable to judicial proceedings inclu.

ceedings conducted by video conferencing; ‘

maintaining independence, impartiality and credibility of judicial
, and subject to such directions as the High Court may issue,Courts

fBNSScpc, Contempt ofCourts Act 1971,BSA and ITAct,shall” '



‘ Display '1: and: Large Display Screens (LED/Projectors) - For clear visibility of
1 ‘Projection remote participants; ‘- ‘equipments Multiple Screen Setup (Optiona1)- To allow simultaneous viewing‘ V

..

I

of different participants;
Software and End-to-End Encrypted Video Conferencing Soflware —
Encryption To ensure secure communication; 1

.4.

(4) Courts shall use only High Court/Govenunent‘approved andj secure video
conferencing platforms equipped with end-to-end encryption to protect data and 1

privacY:
(5)A11y unauthorized ac‘coss, hacking attempts, or security breaches mjiist be reported ‘

immediately and addressed in accordance with the law; 1

(6) The Rules as applicable to a Court shall niutatis mutandzip apply to a
Commissioner appointed by the Court to record evidence and to aminquiry officer
conducting an inquiry; i 1‘

(7)Unless expressly permitted by the Court, no person, either at Court Point or at
Designated Place or at Remote Point or Advocate5 Remote Point,1shall record or
publish the proceedings or any part thereof, conducted through vid0 conferencing
or other modes of audio-visual electronic communication;

5. Identification of person appearing through video conferencing dr othermodes 1

of audio-visual electronic communication ‘

The person definedin rule 2(1) (11) shall provide an identity proof, ai recognized by 1 .
the Government of India or State Government 01Union Territory, to the court point 1

coordinator by electronic communication. In case, identity proof is not readily:
available, the Court may, upon satisfaction, allow such person t participate in
proceedings without production of identity proof. The samemust be reflectedin the?
order sheet of the Court. 1 1i
6.Facilities recommended for Video Conferencing!-The following equipments and facilities are recommended for conducting
proceedings byvideo conferencing at the Court Point and theRemote oint:

1113Computer Desktop and Laptop

High-Speed Internet to ensure seamlessvideo transmission with ut lag;
internet Connectivity Backup Internet Connection — A secondary
“ ‘ connection‘to prevent disruptions; 1‘

Dedicated LAN/Wi-Fi Setup— To ensure stabe and secure:
, connectivity;
Video High-Resolution Cameras (Full HID/4K) To cap‘ure clear video
Equipment 4 feeds of pammpants

1 1 ‘"Adjustable andMultiple CameraAngles- To enable focusing on the
. ‘ judge, lawyers, accused, orwitnesses;
Audio “ . Noise-Canceling Microphones- To reduce background noise and

ensures clear audio transmission;
High—Quality Speakers- To provide clear sound output for

' participants; ‘Echo-Cancellation and Acoustic Treatment — T enhance audio
I clarity by minimizingreverberation;

Network and Connection (Minimum 50Mbps)- ‘ 1



1

1

Standards

1‘l

Firewall andVPN Protection —To prevent unauthorized access; ,L

Multi-Factor Authentication (MFA) for Users—Toensure identity .
lverification;
Secure— Login Credentials for Each Session —To limit access to
authorized personnel

Recording and
Documentation

1

Court—-Approved Recording Mechanism ~For secure documentationof hearings;
Transcription Services- Automated/manual transcription of courtproceedings; i

sessions,l
jIT Support and On-Site Technical Team-For quickresolution of technical1ssues;.
iMaintenance , , 24/7 Remote IT Support: To provide ‘ assistance {Elfor

troubleshooting; - 1; f ' ”

l Regular Equipment Maintenance- To.» ensureuninterrupted
1 fitnctionality ,

Power Backup Unintenuptible Power Supply (UPS) System—- To preventpower5 outages from disrupting proceedings; 7 g ‘; _ , . 1'.

Backup Generators for prolonged power failures, etc.I 1

7. The designated video conferencing software tobe‘procuredby theHighcourtshall facilitate fillowing minimum requirements:
(1) an online, re

1 sharing, doctment sharing, presentation, recording etc. .
I

(2) the soitware
or sessions.

:(3) the Icornplet
IP/Device de

3(4) the platform
K5) the software

across vario
‘ accommoda

1 consistent u
K6) the platform

time.

1‘ recovery site.

access log.of the different users withextended reports, inclu.“ gtails/Application details, should be provided with eachmeeting room;
shall be hosted on an India—based data centre with a 100%'Disast'
shall offer cross-platform functionality, enduring seamless operation.
is operating systems, includingWindows, Linux, macOS, 103etc, to
e diverse technology ecosystems of all participants and guaranteea
or experience regardless of the operating system used. .

1

:(7) the platform shall provide private and confidential breakout rooms between
multiple urijrs.1(8) the platfo

1

of afirewal.

shall be capable of synchronizing and scheduling with cause list of
cause list.

(9) the platfo shall. provide master control facility at court‘sendrecording and
. archiving f ility at Court Point, server or cloud: 3 * ' W ,

(110) the platfo must provide audit trail facility of the proceedings and also provision
i8. Appointmcnlt of Coordinatorsi(l) There shall be a Coordinator both at the Court Point and at the designated place

any required person is to be examined. or heard oris directedpto'from wher

Cloud or Local Storage Options —To secure storage for recorded

al—time collaboration sofiware with features likevideo, voice, screens

hall have a whiteboard for flashing messages and recording meetings ‘

shall be scalable to multi point connectivity with 500 user logins at 1i- -

' 1 cases by a vocates with waiting lobby and automaticpulling according tothe “

i

::“akin.



-6— ‘ 1

l

remain present. However, the coordinator may be required at tlie remote point j
only when a witness or a person accused of an offence is to be examined. ‘

(2) (In all the Courts, one or more persons nominated by the Hi Court or the
1

13'Principal District and Sessions Judge/District and Sessions Judge concemedf
within whose jurisdiction the respective Court is situated shaill perform the ‘

functions of the ooordinator(s) at the Court Point/Designated Placei ‘

(3) The Court may appomt.any court official as a coordinator at theCoilrtPoint.
(4) The coordinator at the designated place may be any of the following:

8.4.3
of District Legal Services

SanuIe Where the Advocate or Therremote pointi Coordinator
Required Person is at Shall be:'- ‘

1 the following pointz— -
'

8,4.1 Overseas An official of the relevant Indian
Consulate/Indian Embassy /High
Commission;

842 Courtuof another State or Any authorized offihial nominated ?

- 1 Union Territory of India .1 by the ,concemedPrincipal District
’ & Sessions Judge/District and

Sessions Judge; ‘

Mediation Centre or office Any authorized person/official 1

nominated by the Chairperson or
Authority (including Secretary of the corcorned District
Taluka Legal Services Legal Serv1ccs Authbrity;Committee) ‘

Jail or prison The concerned Jail superintendentor Officer-in-charge of the prison; 3
or an official authorized by him;

Hospitals administered by
the Central Government,
the State Government or
local bodies

Medical Superintendent or an:
official authorized by them or the 1

person 1in1 charge‘ of the said
hospitalgi lObservation

Special
Home, Children'sHome,
Shelter Home, or any
institution referred to as a
Child Care Institution and
where the Required
Person is a child ' in
conflict with law or a
child or person who is an
inmate of such ChildCare
Institution.

Home, The Superintendent or Officer-in-
charge of that In‘titution or an
official authorized ythem;

Women's Rescue Homes,
‘ Protection Homes, Shelter
Homes, Nari Niketans or
any institution referred to
as a Women's facility
(collectively referred to as
women's facilities).

The Superintendent or Officer-in-
charge of the women’s facility 01'

an official authorizéd by them;
1

1'
l1

In custody, care or The Superintende1t or Officer-in»
employment of any other charge of the institutional facility or:



1 government office, an official authorized by them; W, ‘

3

organization or institution 1.33 ,

(collectively referred to as p l V ‘

institutional facilities). ‘

8.4.9 The 1 Administrative Officer-in—Forensic ScienceLab
charge or any other person
nominated by the Director/Head of

:- the Laboratory; 1
,

8.4.10 , In case of any other The concerned Courtmay nominate
location any public servant or public official ,z.

of the concerned department ‘to
render services as a Coordinatorito-
cnsure that the proceedings are
conducted in a fair, impartial :and
independent manner and according
to the directions issued by the
Court1n that behalf. .

.ilfign

(5) When a Reqrired Person is at any of the Remote Points mentioned in; SubRule
8(4) and video conferencing facilities are not available at any of these places the
concerned Court may formally request the Principal District and Sessions
Judge/District and Sessions Judge, in whose jurisdiction the Remote Point is
situated, to a point a Coordinator for and to provide a video conferencing facility
from proxim to and suitable Court premises. ,

(6) The Coordin tors at both the Court Point and Remote Point shall ensure that the
‘ recommendc requirements set out in Rule 6and7 are complied with, so that theproceedings e conducted seamlessly.
(7) Notwithstanding the provisions of Clause 8.4l, where witness examination is to.
take place in a criminal case of a person located outside the country, the
provisions of the BNSS 2023 (Section 110 & Chapter 8) and "Comprehensive
Guidelines for investigation abroad and'issue of LettersRegatory (LRs) /Mlitual

9. Preparatory
(l) The coordina or at the designated place/remote point shall ensure that;‘1

Legal Assis anec (MLA) Request and Service of Sinnmons/Notices/Judicial
documents i1 respect of Criminal Matters prevailing at'that time" will be followed
to the extent

(a) the requir
trrangements
they are in conformity with the provisions of the BNSS and BSA.‘ w ;

ed persons scheduled to appear in a particular proceedingare readyat
the remote point/designated place for video conferencing well before thescheduled

(b) no unauth
(o) no unauthorized person enters the remote point or designated place when thevideo con
(d) the perso
coerced1r
not refer t
concernee

(2) Where the
visual elec

‘tirne;

brized recording device'15used;
Eerence15in progress; .

any manner by any person and that the person being examined does
0 anydocument, script or device withoutthe permission of the Courtduring the course of examination. '

itness to be examined through video conferencing or other audio-
nic communication requires or if it is otherwise expedient to do so,

conferencin and in appropriate cases may provide the copies'of all or any part of
the Court sl-Fll give sufficient notice in advance, setting'out the schedule ofvideo "

1 being examined is not prompted, tutored, coaxed, inducedgor



I the relevant documents in electronic ‘form to the coordinator of. the concernedi
remotepoint.

(3)Before the scheduled Video conferencing, the Court shall
~ coordinator at the designated place or remote point receives in

,evidence, or‘for reference of the witness. However, coordinator

ensure that thel
electronic form,’l

i 1".copies of all or any part of the documents which may be required for recording of
hell allow suchE

""documents in electronic form to be used by the required person only with the1
permission of the Court l

(4)Whenever required, the Court shall order the coordinator at the Remote Point or at'the Court Point to provide-

' language of the court;
a) a translator'in case the person to be examined'1snot conversant with the official;
. 1'

(b) an expertin sign languages'in case the person to be examined is impaired in,
l‘speech and/or hearing;

”(c) an interpreter or a special educator, as the case may be, in case a person to belIexamined is differently abled, either temporarily or permanently ‘g i
(d) a person for reading of documents1n case the person to be examined15visually
challenged. .

CHAPTER-III v

PROCEDUREFOR VIDEO CONFERENCING

10. Appearance through video conferencing and other modes
electronic communication

of audio-visual!
(1).In criminal cases, any party to the proceedings or witness, save rind except where
»; proceedings, are initiated at the instance of the Court or on rtquest of publicprosecutor, may move’a request in the form provided Iin'Schedul 4H for presencel
', and. proceedings through video conferencing or other modes
electronic communication. ‘

Provided that the Court, as far as possible, may examine
xpert through audio-video electronicmeans: ,

, Provided further that the prosecution while submitting
shall indicate the witnesses who are to be ‘exarnined‘thro
electronic means and the details of designated place or r“

5‘ examination of such witnesses:
Provided also that the defence while submitting the

of audio~visuall

public servant or?
trial programme,
Jgh audio-video:
.mote point forl1
list of defence}

witnesses shall indicate the witnesses who are to be examiner, through audio-i1
‘_video electronic means and the details of designated place or
1‘ examination of such witnesses:

remote point for‘

Provided filrther that the decision of the Court with regai d to presence of
party or examination of the witness through audio-video electronic means at the;

‘ designated place or remote point shall be final and binding.

(2)In civil cases, the court may, at its discretion, or on the request of any of the
parties inthe form provided.1n Schedule-II initiate process for hearing of any case
through video conferencing and other modes of audio-visual electronic

communication. I ~ l

1

, l



‘ 112. Examinatio

i:(4) If a person1

Provided
1 ‘the witnesses who are to be examined throughaudio-video electronic means and .
‘ the details of designated place or remotepoint forexaminationof suchwimesse
‘l Provided
l or examina’n

designated p
(3) While allowing a request for video conferencing the Courtmay also fixschedule for
l v1sual electromc communication H i .

1(4) An advocate

that the parties while submitting the list of witnesses shall indica

further that the decision of the Courtwith regard to presence of party
on of the witness through audio-video electronic means and the
ace or remotepoint shallbe final andbinding. 1'

hearing through the video conferencing or other modes of 1111

may appear from advocate'5 remote lpoint for making submissmnsor
for examinaton of witnesses present before the Court.

(5) Where vide
submissionsl

2 written arguments and precedents, if any, in advance on the official email ID of ‘ .
i the concernedCourt. ' ‘ '

ill. Service of p(1) Process issu
shall mentio
direct the wi

(2) If a person 1
witness shal

o conferencing proceedings are' conducted for making oral
the order may require the advocate or party in person to submit

recesses 1 1

ed to a witness who15 to beexamined through video conferencing,1the date, time and venue of the concerned designatedplace and shallmess to attend1nperson along with proof of identity.
examined with reference to a particulai document then the processto
be accompanied by a copy of suchdocument.

1

(3) The existing rulesregarding service of summons and the consequences forrich-1
attendance,
summons fo

modes of audio1(1) The person
i audio-visual

is providedin CPC and BNSS shal iapplywith respect to service of
rproceedings conducted byvideo conferencing
n of persons and witnesses throughvideo conferencing and otherrvisual electronic communication
electronic communication shall ordinarily be examinedduringthe

l working hours of the court concerned or at such time as the court may deem fit;
l The oath wi

theCourt Point.
(2) Where the p
ll
l him adequate opportunity to consult in privacy with his advocate before,d11ring

l and alter the hearing through the video conferencingor other modes of audio— .. i

. Visual electr
(3) Subject to ti

SakshyaAd
sought to be
so that the
person will i

1be administered to the person being exmmed by the Coordinator at

erson being examined is an accusedih custody, the court shall provrde

mic communication
e provisions for examination ofwitnesses containedin the Bharatiya.
riniyam, before the examination of the witness, the documents, if any,
relied upon shall be transmitted by the required person to the witness,

ile an acknowledgementwith the Court'in this behalf.
examined with reference to aparticular document then the summons

to witness must be accompanied by a copy of the document. The original
‘ document should be exhibited at the Court Pointin accordance with the deposition1 of the concemed person being examined.
((5) The Court‘ examined
(6) The Court w

examined an
ill note the objectionsraisedduring the deposition of the person lacingd rule on them.

being examined through video conferencing and other modesof '

witness acquires familiarity with the said documents. The required‘1

would be at liberty to record the demeanour of the person bemgm



. conferencing or other modes of audio-visual electronic communicati

.10.

(7) The Court shall read over and explain the evidence recorded to the witness and
obtain the signature of the person being examined on the transcript immediately
after the examination is concluded. The signed transcript shall form part of the
record of the judicial proceedings. The signatureon the transcri'
being examined shall be obtainedin either of the followingways.—

i ;_‘(a) If digital signatures are available at both the concerned (curt Point and:
‘ Remote Point, the copy of the transcript digitally signed by the presiding

officer at the Court Point shall be sent by the designated video conferencing
software on official e—mail of the coordinator at remote point
of the same shall be taken and signed by the person beirg examined. Al

where a printout

scanned copy of the transcript digitally signed by the coordinator at the remotel
point shall be transmitted by the designated video conferen :ing software tol
the official e-mail of the Court Point, where a printout of the same shall be:
taken and made part of the judicial record.

(b) If digital signatures are not available, the printout of the tr
signed by the presiding Judge at the CourtPoint and shall~,-x.

mscript shall be
be sent in non—‘

editable scanned format by the designated video conferencing software on;
official e-mail of the coordinator at remote point where a prirtout of the same
shall be taken and signed by the person examined and countersigned by the
coordinator at the remote point. A non-editable scanned format of the
transcript so signed.shall be sent by the coordinator at the remote point by thedesignated video conferencing software or official e-mail to the Court Point
where a printout of the same shall be taken and made part of the judicialii‘
«record.

The hard copy of the evidence signed by the witness an
l

i the coordinator
at the Remote Point shall also be dispatched to the Court loint in both the
above cases.

(8) The court may, at the request of a person to be examined, or on its own motion,‘
taking into account the best interest of the person to be examined, directi

practices.

_ remote point, save and except the person being examined a
1.presence is deemed administratively necessary by the coo
proceedings.

(10)The court may alsonnpose such other conditions as are necessary for effectivejhearing of cases throughvideo conferencing and other mode
' 1 electronic communication.

appropriate measures to protect the privacy of the person examined bearing in?
mind aspects such as age, gender, physical condition and recogrtzed customs and

(9)-The coordinator at the designated placeshall ensure that no person ispresent at the
nd those whose,
rdinator for the:

of audio—video

(ll) The examination shall, as far as practicable, proceed without irterruption or the
grant of unnecessary adjoumments. However, the Court or the
'the case may be will be at liberty to determine whether an adjou
granted, and if so, on what terms.

('12 vidence ofawitness shall be recorded only from thedesignated
- Provided that if the Court thinks fit, the required person mayrecording of his evidence or to connect for hearing of case

ofhis residence andwork'in the situation(s) hereinafier provided:

Sommissioner asl
'nmcnt should be:l
place.

be permitted fori
through video:

at of the person)

11from the placcé
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(21) Where a required person is not capable of reaching the Court Point or the i ‘

‘r designated place due to sickness or physical infirmity, or whose'presence at-the it 'f 3-
‘ remote poin cannot be secured without undue delay orexpense, the Court may ‘ i

authorize coilduct of video conferencingfrom theplace of his residence or work. ..,
(b) Where one of the parties to a petition under Section ll3-B ofHindu Marriage '

Act, 1955 is residing outside India, Court may dispense with the requirementof
presence of such party before Indian Consulate/Indian Embassy/High

i Commissior and may permit the recording of statement from any other remote
point inclu._ing the residence of the party subject to satisfaction of Court
regarding Lentity of party and voluntariness of the statementand consent of. other party 1’ ‘

(13) Where the court is of opinion, for the reasons recorded'in writing that7 evidence of
the witness cannot be effectively recorded, it may decline to examine suchwitness ’

through vide conferencing. 1

- . . , , " i
13.Exhibiting 0 showing documents to witness oraccused at a remote point
If during 111 course of examination of a person at a remote point by video 1 1|." ,1 '

conferencin it is necessary to show a document to the person, the Court ‘ "
,. permit the d cument to be shown'1nthe followingmanner:

(a) if the dcument is at Court Point, by transmitting the document throughdocumentVisualizer;
(b) if the document15 at Court Point, but documentVisualizerrs not available,bytransmittmg a copy or image of the document to the remote point ‘

electronically through the designated video conferencing software or official ,‘
, e-mail; _ '

(c) if the do :ument is at the remote point, by transmitting a copy or image of the‘ documert to the Court Point electronically through the designated video 7
conferencing sofiware or official e-mail. The hard copy of the document

‘

counters,gned by the witness and the coordinatorat thedesignated place shall 1.

also be dispatched to the Court Point. -‘~ : V: .. ‘ ‘ ~ i
‘14.Ensuring seamless video conferencing(l) The coordinator at Court Point shall providethe live link of the hearing through ‘

video confe ncing or other modes of audio-visual electronic communication. ‘ 15 .
(2) If the proceedings are carried out from any place .Other‘than'a‘designatedplace, the

coordinator, if any, at such remote point shall ensureico‘mpli‘ance:of all technical I‘ ‘ i

requirement . i

. . i(3) The coordinator at the Court Point shall be1n contact with the required person(s) .
1 and guide them with regard to the fulfillment of technical and other requirements

for executing a successful: hearing through video conferencing. Any problem
faced by such required person shall be resolved by the coordinator at Court Point.

(4) The coordinitor at the Court Point shall ensure that any document or audio-visual ‘l
3 files, emailed by the required person, are duly received at the Court Point and
l placed on file.

{(IS)TheCourt shall also record its satisfaction as to clarity, sound and connectivityfor
l both Court Users and Remote Users. ' > > ‘

fir
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151Remand
» "The court may, as per the provisions of Section 18.7 BNSS, autho ize detention in ,

judicial custody of any- person accused of an offence, by video conferencing or other
modes of audio-visual electronic communication:
Provided that if the accused'15 already'in judicial custody, whet er of the same

, Court or some other Court or isundergoing sentence, the Court ma further remand
him duringmquiry or trial under Section 346(2) of BNSS through video conferencing
orother modes of audio-visual electronic communication 1

16.Plea bargaining .

The Court may also use the modes of audio-visual electronic communication for.
the purpose of plea bargaining under Chapter XXIII of BNSS

17.Record of proceedings through audio-visual electronic communication
fWherever any proceeding is carried out by the Court under these rules by taking

recourse to the modes of audio-visual electronic communication, the Court shall
mention in the order sheet that the hearing has been conductec through videoj

confcrencing. 3 , l
CHAPTER-IV ; ‘

GENERAL PROCEDURE
18.Conduct of Proceedings .

(1)The procedure set out hereinafter1nthis chapter is without prejudice to the
procedure indicated elsewhere1n these rules where proceedin%is are conducted}(“through video conferencing or other modes of audio-v1 sual electronicl

‘ 1 communication. 1

(22The coordinator at the Court Point shall ensure that video conferencing is'
1, ' conducted only through a designated video conferencing software: 1

Provided that in the event of a technical fault or for any other sufficient cause, the
Court may for reasons to be recorded in writing, permit the use of a software other.
'_than “the designated video conferencing sofiware for video conferencing in that:
’1particular proceeding: [ 1

Provided fiirther that nothing containedin these rules shall prevent a Court,
afier recording its reasons in writing, from using any sofiwarje other than the
designated video conferencing software or other modes of audio;visual electronic
communication, to facilitate the hearing of cases in electronic mode.

(32In case the person to be examined'15 an accused, the prosecution will confirm the
location of the accused at the Remote Point i

(42If the accusedis in custody and not present at the Court Point, the Court shall
1 order a multi-point video conference between Court Point, the witness and the
5 accused in custody to facilitate recording of the statement of the witness including
medical or other experts.

{1

19.Third parties to the case 1

(1) Third parties may be allowed to remain present during video conferencing only
, upon a specific order of the Court However, they shall be passive participants and
shall not be allowed to make any submissionwithout permission of the Court.

(2) Where, for any reason, a person unconnected with the case is present at the remote
point, that person shall be identified by the coordinator at the remote point at the



furnished 1

be conveyed
the permissicn of the Court.
beginning of the proceedings and the purpose of the presence of thatpersonshallto the Court Suchperson shallcontinue to remain present only with

20. costs of Video Conferencing
in the absence of rules prescribed by the concerned Court the Court may takeinto

(i) In criminal

2 transmitting
1 to the transl

costs of video ccnferencing:
cases, the expenses of thevideo 2conferenc1ng facility including

2

.,

expenses involved'in preparing soft copies/certifiedcopiesof the Court record and '

consideration the following circumstances while determining and/or apportioningthet

the same to the Coordinator at the Remote Point, and the fee payable

payable to the Coordinator at the Remote Point, shall be home by such partyas
(2) ln civil cas

through vidd
‘(3) Besides the

payment of
time to time

I
121Conduct ol‘lProceedings

2(1)The require
2 desirous th

2 furnished t
proceedings for the approval of the court.. 1 1

(2) The requirec persons shallabide by therequuementssetout'in ScheduleI.(3) The ‘CourtI
by the requ
proceedings havecommenced no otherperson shallbe permitted to participate1n'3l

2 the vntual
I

available,
Point.

2(5) Participatio

‘2 directed by the Court.
as, generally, the party makingthetrequest for. recording evidenceoconferencing shall bear the expenses. 22;, 1

above, the Court may also make an order asto expenses 3
considers appropriate, taking into account the rules/instructions regarding

2

expenses to thecomplainant and witnesses,as may be prevalent from f
2.1;;

(4) It shall be open to the Court‘to waive thecosts (is-warranted.in a given situation.

persons shall have their presence recorded.However, in case they are
t their face or name be masked, information to that effect shall be I:
o the Court Point coordinator prior to the commencement‘of

oint coordinator shall sendthe live link onmobile hurriber fumi
red personspermitted to be virtually present in the Court Oncethe

caring except With the permission-of Court.2

2 (4) The requir‘i persons, afterJoining the hearing shall remainin thevirtual lobbyif '

til they are admitted to virtualhearingbyfthe,Coordinator at thE‘Court1

n in the proceedings through video conferencing shall constitute; consent by the required persons to the proceedings being recorded
1(6) Establishment and disconnection of links between the Court Point and the Remote
1: Point shall i e regulated by orders of the Court.
(7) The court 51"

2 and can clez
(2‘8)Toensure tt

experienced
2 earliest on

conferencin

Lrly see and hear the court
at video conferencing1s conducted seamlessly, the difficulties, ifany,
0 the required person beforeKthefi‘commencement .of the video.
g. No complaint shall be entertained subsequently.

ator/interpreter/special educator, as the case may be, as also the fee
2

tall satisfy itself that the requiredperson can.be seen and heard clearly
in connectivity must be brought to the notice of the Court at the ,

the mobile number of the Court Point coordinator which has boon
2



- (1) In conformity with the provisions of the Legal Services Authoritie

.14.

22.Access to Legal Aid Clinics/CampleokAdalat/Jail Adalats

the laws in force, in proceedings related to Legal Aid Clinics, Cam
or Jail Adalats, any person 'who at the-Remote Roint'is in Jail 011examined by the Chairman/Secretary of:the District Legal Serv1

5 Act, 1987andl

Prison shall be‘
cc Authority or

j Members of Lok Adalats before passing any award or orders as per law. ‘
(2) Such award or order shall have the same force as if it was passe

LokAdalat or Jail Adaiat.
(3) Copy of the award or order and the record of proceedings shall be sent to the
Remote Point.

CHAPTER-V
NIISCELLANEOUSLa.

231Power to Relax
‘The High Court may, if satisfied that the operation of any Rule i

hardship, by order dispense with or relax the requirements of that Ru
and subject to such conditions,as may be stipulatedto deal with theq
equitable manner.
24,.Residnal Prov1sions ‘ 1

(i) Matters concerning which no express provision has:been made
shall be decided by the Court consistent with the principle 0
interests ofjust1ce

(ii) If audio—video electronic communication is sufficient for s
conferencing, the non-availability of any recommended
*infrastructure shall not,by itself, render the proceedings invalid.

; causing undue
e to such extent
ase in ajust andi

2
l
l

in these Rules;

earnless video—i

25.Repeal and Savings
(i) ‘Rules for Video Conferencing for Cburts’ contained in Chap er 1, Part—H of

Punjab and Haryana High Court Rules and Orders, Volum -V, are herebyl
‘ vrepealed
(ii) Notwithstanding the repeal, provisions of ‘Rules for Video
Courts’ Rules shall apply to: -
:(a)Actions and proceedings commenced before these rules came “Em force. 1 '
(b)A11 notifications/orders published/issued under the ‘R
-”5‘Con.t'erencing for Courts’ contained in Chapter—1, Part-H

”repugnant to these rules, shall be deemed to have been made

onferencing fort

ues for Video
of Punjab and;

HaryanaHigh Court Rules and Orders, Volume-V, to the, extent they are notl
or issued under;

ps, Lok Adalats‘ ,

d by the regular!

ffurthering the
I

equipments or 1:
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. All required

. The case will

. Required Per

. Advocates ap

. Remote Users

.Required pers

. Background

. The use of

proceedings.

.15.

' SCHEDULEil

persons shall wear sober attire: consistent‘with the dignity 011115
Advocates shall be appropriately'dressed in professional attire

prescribed under the Advocates Act, 1961. Police officials shall appear in the
uniform prescribed for police officials under the relevant statute or orders. The
attire for judi
prescribed in

ial officers and court staff willhe as specified in the relevant rules

officer as to 11e dress codewill be final.
Proceedings 5tall be conducted at the appointed date andtime. Punctuality shallhescrupulously(bserved.

the Court.
Every require
in a physical
Officers will
Master". Adv

:1person shall adhere to thecourtesies and protocol that are followedCourt. Judges will be addressed as "Madam/Sir" or. "Your Honour".
be addressed by their designation such as "Bench Officer/Court
)cates will be addressed as "Learned Counsel/Senior Counsel"
:ons shall keep their microphones muted till they are called uponto

make submissions.
Remote Users shall ensure that their devices arefree from malware.
from the Advocate’5 remote point. Advocates shall not be permitted to join from
mobile phone
area or parking space.

Point is situat
coverage. An
the Presiding
The cell pho.
mode during 1

engage in an

edin a quiet location, is properly secured and has sufficient intemet
unwarranted disturbance caused duringvideo conferencingma ‘ 1
Judge, so directs render the proceedingshon-est. ‘ '

he proceedings.
us should endeavor to lookinto the camera, remain attentive andnotother activity during the proceedings. '

oise,-unnecessa1y movements, and interruptions milst be minimizedto maintain the decorum ofjud1c1al proceedings.

judicial instru
legal consequences. ~

. Court now have the discretion to mute or remove any required personviolatingthese conduct

ffensive language, disrespectful behavior, or non-compliance withctions may lead to immediate removal from the session and potential
.1}

rules._

hat behalf by the High Court. The decision of the Presiding Judge or

be called out and appearances shall be recorded on the directionof '

searing through video conferencing before a Court/1‘rrbunal shalljom ,

s or any public place, open area including corridors, vehicles, Waiting . i

and the Coordinator at the Remote Point shall ensure thattheRemote
1."

1es of all required persons shall remain switched off or in airp ane'



3In‘ the matter 01.

Motion Hearing [3

Reguest Form for Video Conference
1.CaseNumber /CNR Number (if any)
2. Cause Title
3.ProposedDate of conference (DD/MM/YYYY):
4.Locationof the Court Point(s):
5. Location of theRemote Point(s):
6.:Names&Designation of the'Participants at the Remote Point:
7Reasons for Video Conferencing.

8..Nature ofProceedings; ‘

Final Hearing i:|

Others l:l
7

I have read and understood the provisions . of ‘The Use of
Communication and Audio-Video Electronic Means Rules, 2026‘ (h)
undertake to remain bound by the same to the extent applicable to me
paylvideo conferencing charges if so directed by the Court. .

Signature of theapplicant/antlwrized signatory:
Date:

Electronic
perlink). I
I agree to

For use of the Registry/Court Point Coordinator
A)Bench assigned:
B)Hearing:
Held on (DD/MM/YYYY):
Commencement Time:
Endtime: .
Number of hours:
C) Costs:
Overseas transmission charges if any:
Tobe Incurred by Applicant/Respondent: , -
To be shared equally. "

Waived; as ordered by theICourt:
Signature of the authorized officer:
Date:

*******
BY ORDER OFCHON'BLE THE CHIEF JUSTICE AND TUDGES

(s’mriti Dhir)
Registrar (Rules)

for Registrar General



‘ Chandigarh.

Endst.No. 8!! ‘16 Rules/ILD4

"nu--

Endst.No. 80‘” Rules/11334

A copy of the Correction Slip is forwarded to the. Legal Remembrancer‘i'asiidySecretary to Government of Punjab, Department of Legal and Legislative Affairs,.,
(Chandigarh, with the request that the correction slip be got published in the Punjab(Government Gazette (Extraordinary). Two spare copies of the printed Correctionfihp be
‘sent for the use 0 ‘this Court. .. y‘

' : - ' [0.04.19l
‘ riti Dhir)

Registrar (Rules)
l i ‘forRegistrar General,, .

"Endst.No. 90 ‘1“ Rules/ILD4 dated to.» 01‘ _

A copyo the Correction Slip is forwarded td‘thef‘Legal Remembrancer'land "‘
Administrative S eretary to Government of Haryana, Department of Law and Legislative
Affairs, Chandig h, with the request that the correction slip be got published in the
Haryana Goverfrlnent Gazette (Extraordinary). Two spare copies of the printed ’3 3
‘Correction Slip be sent for the use of this Court. ‘ ‘ . . k." I :i ‘ . .
l . ~ +910" 2g .
l ,. ,

‘ H ‘0-0 :
‘_ ’ \' g ( mritiDhir) .

'

1
* ’

.
\ ‘9' ‘ 3 " ' ‘ Registrar (Rules) ‘ “

. for Registrar General, 1. .

’ g .

lEuds’tNo. 9095 Rules/ILD4 : I . dated totq‘ incl? 9 ‘

. ll
A copy of Correction Slip is uploaded on the portal Le. ‘hgpfl/eg‘azet’terchd'g"L (in

in terms . of letter dated 23.09.2019 of Printing and? Stationery Department, ,-

‘ 19-h“ b
‘1 , (S r iDhir) ,

i 4' ; Registrar (Rules)
‘1 ‘forRegistrar General“ "

Copy of the Correction Slip is forwarded to the following for information:-

Chandi:;arh. ‘ ‘ . ‘ "
2. The Secretary to Government of Punjab, Department of Justice (Judicial

. Department), Chandigarh. , , . , ,
j

3. The Financial Commissioner and?" Secretary to Government of Haryan 51" 2

Administration of Justice Department, Chandigarh.
The Home Secretary, Chandith Administration, Chandigarh.
The Secretary General, SupremeCourt of India,New Delhi.
TheRe gistIar General, High Court of Delhi, New Delhi. -
TheRe gistrar General, High Court ofHimaehalPradesh’, Shimla. ‘

j

The Ch ' an, Bar Council of Punjab andHaryana, Chandigarh.

l

|_ I. The Secretary to Government of Punjab, Department of Home Affa‘‘ .
l

Mt

‘ ’IhePr ident, Punjab andHaryana High Court Bar Association; Chandigarh: 0. All the District and Sessions Judges in the States of Punjab, Haryana and Union
1 Territory, Chandigarh. “

1 11. The Advocate General, Punjab, Chandigarh.
l
l “PWSP‘MP12. The Advocate General, Haryana, Chandigarh.

i f dated tr)-‘*l“:’?.‘s:t‘|-C j

“i

l
«2
,i. .at“
i

dated to - '~| 41.01.03;
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1

. The Registrar (Grouping) and Principal Secretary (Administra ion) to ,Hon’ble:the Chief Justice, Punjab andHaryana High Court. 1,
‘ All the Special Secretaries/Court Secretaries/Private Secret'uties/Readers to 1
Hon’ble the Chief Justice and Hon‘ble Judges. 1 l;
. The Registrar General, Punjab and Haryana High Court throngh his Secretary/l
Private Secretary ‘

. The Co-ordinator, Chandigarh Arbitration Centre, Sec.-17, Ch digarh.
_ . TheDirector, Chandigarh Judicial Academy, Sector 43, Chandigarh. All the Registrars. 1

”All the OSDs. . . l
. All the Joint Registrars. 1 1:3:Also$233311: 1:
. All the Deputy Registrars. ‘_ , 1007',2019 it be‘1

. All the Assistant Registrars. 1 downloaded for_ The Librarian. ,3 , - E 1 g , immediate necessary
All the Superintendents. ‘ .

' ' ‘ ”miliamev if ““5" by. TheReporter,ILR Section. 5 ' a" cr1ncerned.26. Ineharge ASD Lab High Court. ' ‘

PUNJABAND HARYANAHIGH COURTAT CHA IGARH.

Regis rar (Rules) 1
for Registrar General

1
Dat>dz ogZongd

the Judicial Officers1n the district, tor informat on and necessary

District & E‘éssions Judge ,

Kapurthala.


