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and Rehabilitation

Issues pertaining to Inclusive Education
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AIC-SIPDA Implementation New Initiatives of DEPWD

Challenges
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Agenda Item 1: Action Taken Report on 7t CAB discussions

Key Issues Discussed

* Expansion of PMDKs in state hospitals, and using the ARJUN portal under the ADIP scheme to
track beneficiaries

* Boosting innovation and affordability in assistive technology

e Strict implementation of the statutory 4% reservation for Persons with Disabilities in
government jobs and improving the NDFDC loan scheme to boost self-employment




Key ATR Points I—

Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (DEPwD)

* Expanded PMDKSs to 100 centers (including 17 in state hospitals such as Aizawl and Chennai),
onboarded Delhi and Rajasthan on the ARJUN portal, and continued review of cochlear
implant operations under ADIP along with an impact evaluation.

* Modernized ALIMCO product lines (colorful prosthetics, lightweight walkers, Al-enabled
vision glasses), supported self-employment via motorized clip-on wheelchairs, and secured
ISO and BIS certifications for 19 product categories with more in process.




Key ATR Points

Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (DEPwD) (contd..)

* Directed National Institutes, CRCs, National Trust, NDFDC, CCPD and others to regularly
inform CAB members of initiatives, and ensured circulars, notifications, and key events
are updated on the website and social media.

* Established a data-sharing interface with Tamil Nadu for UDID and launched DISLI/DTISL
through ISLRTC, national institutes, and CRCs, creating annual capacity for about 840
interpreters and 220 deaf teachers (around 1,000 professionals a year)
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Key ATR Points

Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (DEPwD)

* Post Identification Guidelines for uniform and effective implementation of reservation policy
issued in Nov 2024 and circulated to all State/Uts/Central Ministry/Department for
compliance.

*The list of identified posts dated 04.01.2021 is currently under review.




Key ATR Points
State Implementation Highlights

* Uttar Pradesh: 1.4 million UDID cards issued; 4% reservation reconfirmed in government
jobs

* Delhi: "Sugamya Sahayak Scheme" launched; 5-year MoU with ALIMCO for aids/appliances

* Lakshadweep: ALIMCO Rehabilitation Centre operational; accessibility ramps n all govt
Institutions




Key ATR Points

State Implementation Highlights

* Puducherry, Himachal Pradesh, Goa, Bihar, Sikkim: District-level certification centers,
backlog resolution, festival programs for economic empowerment

* Madhya Pradesh: Awareness about schemes like DDRS, UDID; encouraging PwD athletes for
training at CDS Gwalior

*Tamil Nadu : Opening of CRC and ALIMCO facilities, extensive ADIP assistive device
coverage, implemented reservation in promotions, repeal of discriminatory laws, vocational
training for persons with intellectual disabilities, and complete compliance with SC order in

Seema Girijalal case.




Key ATR Points

Central Ministries/Departments

*The Ministry of Education strengthened Inclusive Education under Samagra Shiksha, notified
pupil-teacher ratios for special educators, complied with Supreme Court directions on teacher
recruitment, launched PM e-Vidya DTH Channel 31 for hearing-impaired learners, and
coordinated ISL curriculum and national consultations on CwSN.

*The Ministry of Rural Development (NSAP) continued IGNDPS, providing central disability

pensions of Rs. 300 per month (18—79 years) and Rs. 500 per month (80+ years) to eligible BPL
persons with 80% and above disability.

Contd....




Key ATR Points

Central Ministries/Departments (contd..)

*The Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports instructed its bodies to publicize and facilitate use of
the Centre for Disability Sports, Gwalior, by youth with disabilities.

*The Ministry of Law and Justice initiated collaboration with National and State Judicial
Academies and disability organizations to train judicial officers and public prosecutors on
handling PwD-related matters and circulated instructions to state Law Secretaries.




Agenda Item 2: UDID Implementation
5 Key Points

* Board Sittings: Mandate weekly boards; allow bi-weekly/daily in high-pendency districts

* Private Specialists: Empanel private medical professionals per March 2024 guidelines

* Hospital Network: Notify additional CHCs, PHCs & district hospitals in rural/semi-urban areas
* Monitoring: Implement robust state-level oversight with regular audits & accountability

* Awareness: Launch targeted campaigns through community outreach, media & local networks

Outcome: Expanded assessment boards, wider hospital network, rural access, strict monitoring,
and awareness campaighs together speed assessments, cut backlogs, and improve nationwide
disability certificate accessibility.




UDID initiatives

* Self-service smart dashboard implemented for ease of Divyang citizens

* Advisory cum SOP to handle the cases of PwWBD candidates applying for jobs or admission

* Mandatory Phone numbers and Aadhaar for better connect with applicant and prevent duplicacy.




UDID initiatives

* Process of re-opening of UDID card application after generation of card is stopped to prevent
fake cases, if any.
* APl being shared with various state and central departments on demand.

* Aadhaar APl is being used to pre-fill certain fields for ease of Divyang applicants.

* Facility of bulk download of data is being provided to each state in respect of their data




Agenda Item 3: Issues pertaining to ADIP scheme

*PMDK Expansion - Geographic coverage strategy (across country including NE), state

responsibilities, and expected outcomes
* (planning to open total 300 PMDKs by 2029-30)

* ADIP-SSA Funding - Addressing delays in fund transfers for children with special needs, with
special focus on NE states

* Arjun Portal Adoption - Digital platform for preventing duplicate allocations, current status, and
implementation steps; only two States (Delhi and Rajasthan) have onboarded; other States to

take proactive steps to the onboarding

Contd....



Agenda Item 3: Issues pertaining to ADIP scheme

*Block/Village-Level Implementation - District administration support, camp logistics, and
specialized approach for NE region

* Scheme Convergence - Using multiple funding sources (state schemes, CSR, MP/MLA funds)
for better quality devices

*NE Region Engagement - Increasing camp requests through proactive beneficiary
identification and representative engagement

* UDID Integration - Linking disability certification with assistive device eligibility to reduce
bureaucratic delays




Challenge 1: Delayed and Incomplete Proposal

 States/UTs and implementing agencies submit proposals late or with incomplete information
e Causes processing delays and fund allocation postponements
* Reduces ability to plan interventions effectively

* Delay in execution of work once GIA is released for any proposal

(contd...)
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Agenda Item 4: AIC-SIPDA implementation challenges (contd...)

Challenge 2: Pending Utilization Certificates (UCs)

* Release of further funds contingent on receipt of UCs for earlier releases
 States and UTs delay in submitting UCs

* Creates bottleneck in fund flow and implementation

(contd...)
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Challenge 3: Inadequate Proposals from North-Eastern States
 Particularly insufficient proposals from NE region
* Affects overall utilization of allocated funds

e Results in underutilization of scheme benefits in NE

(contd...)



Agenda Item 4: AIC-SIPDA implementation challenges

Recommended Actions

* State governments must establish systems for timely proposal submission

* Dedicated officers for proposal preparation and timely UC submission along with additional
demands

* Quarterly compliance reviews

* Capacity building for implementing agencies

*Clear timelines and accountability mechanisms




Agenda Item 5: Early Identification & Intervention (0-6 YEARS)

Understanding the Scale and Urgency

* Sets context: 20.42 lakh children with disabilities vs. only 28 CDEICs
* |[dentifies the massive service gap (<0.2% coverage)
* Explains why CDEICs are needed as holistic solution

The Critical Window and Intervention Benefits

* Highlights 0-6 years as critical for brain development
 Cost-effectiveness and lifetime impact of early detection
» 5-7x better outcomes with early intervention

(contd...)
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Agenda Item 5: Early Identification & Intervention (0-6 YEARS)

Hub-and-Spoke Model with Multi-Sectoral Collaboration

* Details the implementation structure (Hub = CDEICs, Spokes = community screening)

* Explains MoHFW-DEPwD coordination roles

* Describes ASHA/ANM training and ICDS/POSHAN integration
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Agenda Item 5: Early Identification & Intervention (0-6 YEARS)

Strategy for phased expansion and expected outcome
e Sanctioned 28 CDEICs during current EFC cycle
*2026-2030 timeline with pilot-scale-expand approach (27 new CDEICS)

e Capacity building strategy

 Comparative list of equipment, salary components of professionals proposed for enhancement
in next EFC to attract professionals to work in field of CDEICs




Contd..... —

Agenda Item 5: Early Identification & Intervention (0-6 YEARS)

Strategy for phased expansion and expected outcome
* Quality improvements (school readiness, developmental outcomes)
e System integration benefits and stigma reduction
* Equitable access and foundational inclusive education

* Implemented 5% annual increment in salary component .

* Planned to hike the fixed infrastructure component for next EFC.
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Agenda Item 6: Use of Al in Empowerment and Rehabilitation

* The India Al Mission (approved March 7, 2024) seeks to make India a global Al leader

* Al-powered assistive technologies and mobility solutions—such as speech/text converters,
smart readers, sign language tools, navigation apps, and advanced prosthetics

* Personalized learning and skilling use adaptive e-learning, Al-driven vocational training, and
tailored platforms to support education, skills, and employment readiness for diverse
disability profiles.




Contd..... —

Agenda Item 6: Use of Al in Empowerment and Rehabilitation

* Accessible digital governance is strengthened through Al-based accessibility audits, smart
kiosks for service navigation, data hubs, and feedback/chatbot systems for real-time

monitoring and grievance redress.

*The IndiaAl Application Development Initiative promotes innovation and entrepreneurship,
including PwD-led startups, open datasets, and pilot Al solutions (such as six shortlisted
tools for learning disabilities showcased in May 2025 with institutions like NIEPID).




Al based initiatives by Institutions under DEPwD

e ALIMCO convened the National conference “Al for Empowering PwDs” in Bengaluru
(30.05.2025) bringing together 151 stakeholders

* ALIMCO is deploying GenAl powered coversational kiosks to provide multilingual voice/text
self service support for PwDs and sr. citizens

* Going forward, ALIMCO will embed auditable Al governance and inclusive design while

deploying Al for smarter rehab devices, talent, and expert-led nationwide accessibility
Improvements.
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Al based initiatives by Institutions under DEPwD

 AYJNISHD (D) has initiated collaboration with Google (Project Euphonia) for speech
recognition for persons with atypical speech(eg Parkinson, Amyotrophic later sclerosis).

* AYJNISHD(D) has signed MoU with SVAR for development of Al powered speech therapy
app.

* NIEPID uses Cognitive Botics, an innovative Al based platform for community rehabilitation
and support services




Agenda Item 7: Inclusive Education Progre_

ADIP-SSA Implementation Challenges

Focus: Ground-level implementation bottlenecks under the Aids & Assistive Devices scheme

Key issues:

* 60-40 funding structure delays and synchronization problems

* ALIMCO distribution delays forcing States to procure from open market

* UDID mandatory card requirement bottlenecks (especially for neuro-diverse children)
* Maintenance issues & transportation damage (particularly North East)

* Low awareness of ALIMCO products among schools/parents/educators

* Product gaps (ear moulds, corrective eyeglasses needed)

Recommendation: Fund flow mechanism revision, enhanced assessment capacity, multi-
channel awareness campaigns
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Agenda Item 7: Inclusive Education Progress (Contd...)

Inclusive Education Progress vs Persistent Challenges

Focus: NEP 2020 & RPwD Act implementation status and remaining barriers

Progress.

*2,114,110 CWSN enrolled (though only 0.85% of total)

* Accessibility Code (January 2024) notified

* PTR norms implemented (1:10 primary, 1:15 secondary)

*1,35,480 educators trained

e State innovations (Delhi mapping, Kerala home visits, Andhra Pradesh tech-driven)

* Tripartite MoU signed between DEPwD, NIOS and NCERT to create inclusive education
ecosystem
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Agenda Item 7: Inclusive Education Progress (Contd...)

Inclusive Education Progress vs Persistent Challenges

Challenges:

* Limited CDEIC-BRC/CRC convergence;

* Transportation barriers;

* Rehabilitation professional shortages;

* Need for neuro-diverse child accommodations and

* Technology-driven device requirements



Agenda 8 : New Initiative of DEPwWD

ONAL GENTRE MADT

World Braille Day (Jan 4) CRC Madurai (Jan 4) CRC Jal?rarang)ndatlon
10,000 docs accessible + Al- Infrastructure expansion Infrastructure
powered mobility apps + for rehab services in development for

Braille in 14 languages sauia el Divyangjan rehabilitation




International Symposium on
Interpreter Education and Research:
Perspectives of the United States, Canada and India.

ISLRTC International Symposium NIMHR Inauguration 23rd Divya Kala Mela
(Jan 12) (Jan 17) (Jan 9'19)
| . . First specialized institute Economic empowerment
Global coIIabc_)rat|on on sign for mental health olatform for Divyang
language interpreter rehabilitation entrepreneurs in Vadodara

education
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DIVYA KALA MELA

A Unique Fair for Promoting
Craftsmanship & Products of more than

100 Divyang Entrepreneurs

14 10 24 February, 2025 (11 AM 10 9 PM | Guishan Ground, Jammu (J&K)

Highlights

Exhibition & Sale of
Swadeshi Products Traditional Cultural Delicious

of the Divy
Artisans & Croftsnen  (6:00 30 Pl Omwards  Cuisines
from Various States Everyday)

SASHAKT DIVYANGJAN,
SAMARTH BHARAT

-

In the past 10 years, we have lad 3 strong foundation for the progress of the
Dwvyangjans, and today, our Divyang companians ave making us prowd by
becoming dedcated pariners in the naton's purmey 1owards development

- Narendra Modi, Prime Mimstar

’*MO m@mwow '

ISLRTC-NBT MoU 24th DWYa Kala Mela  Announcement of ALIMCO Auxiliary

(Feb 2025) (Feb 14-24) Centre (Tripura) (March,1)

E f . L
500 storybooks converted geo)étrz?)?\?cd rtec;iz;\]rg)r(gg n(s)iron Local production capacity in
to ISL for Deaf children North-East for aids/devices




Inclusive India Summit
(May 15)

3 landmark MoUs for accessibility infrastructure with | for
o o Humanity Foundation, Nipman Foundation and Young Leaders
applications for disability for Active Citizenship and Ramp my city Foundation

Al for Empowering PwDs
(May 30)

Global conference on Al
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DEPwWD-NIOS-NCERT MoU Project Inclusion MoU
(June 18) (July7)
Framework for NEP 2020 Capacity building for

educators and rehabilitation

inclusive education .
professionals

implementation



Agenda 8 : New Initiative of DEPwWD

,‘ :

Research initiatives on Ayush NIEPID-DISHA Curriculum

practices September, 19 Launch (October, 9)
X5.26 crore funded for Uniform curriculum for
integration of traditional children with intellectual
healing practices disabilities
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Agenda 8 : New Initiative of DEPwD

Sugamya Bharat App Six New CDEICs Established

Revamp Expansion across Imphal,

Al chatbot + integrated
government schemes

Madurai, Jaipur, Varanasi,
Noida, Gwalior







