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Appealicants Central Board of Secondary Education & Anr. Vs Aditya Bandopadhyay & Ors.
Respondents 3T TeUT @reftel 3MR9T fEet ome,

"The Act should not be allowed to misused or abused, or to become a tool to abstract the national
development and integration, or to destroy the peace, tranquility and harmony among its citizens. Nor should
it be converted into a tool of oppression or intimidation of honest officials striving to the tot do their duty-
Nation does not want a scenarios where 94 % of the staff of public authorities spend 94 % of their time in
collecting and furnishing information to applicants instead of discharging their regular duties. The threat of

gm—

penalties under the RTI Act and pressure of the authorities under the Act should not lead to employees of a

public authorities prioritizing information furnishing, at the cost of their normal and regular duties." f(
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"The Act is an effective device which if utilized judiciously and properly, would help the citizens
to become more informed. It no doubt relieves an applicant from obligation to disclose the reason as to why
he wants the information. However, indiscriminate efforts to secure information just for the sake of it, and
without there being nay useful purpose to serve, would only put enormous pressure on the limited human
resources, that are available. Diversion of such resources, for this task would obviously, be, at  the cost of
ordinary functioning. Beyond a point, it may even become harassment, for the concerned agencies. Much

needs to be done in this direction to impart a scnse of responsibility on those, who want to derive benefit



the Act to be more practical and realistic."
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Honble Delhi High Court in SHAIL SAHNI vs. SANJEEV KUMAR AND ORS. [W.P.(C)

£¥4/R0%¥] with regard to the Misuse of the RTI Act had observed as follows :

This Court is also of the view that misuse of the RTI Act has to be appropriately dealt with;
otherwise the public would lose faith and confidence in this sunshine Act. A beneficent Statute,
when made a tool for mischief and abuse must be checked in accordance with law.

The Commission observes that such deliberate misuse of RTI Act should not be allowed and such
situation need to be suitably dealt with to secure the faith of the public in the RTI Act and remove
obstruction in functioning of public authority. If this kind of misuse is not checked, officers will be
susceptible and prevented from performing their normal duty. Such a situation will lead to chaos in
government administration. Misuse of RTI by the disgruntled appellant Mr. Vishal Saini by running a
parallel system of filing mischievous RTI applications is motivated to harass Dayal Bagh Educational
Jp—— lgstimte and also to render them counter productive. This application deserves to be rejected and the

/' £ —-appellant, admonished.

R feetet ameat.

" Keeping in view the width and amplitude of the information sought by the petitioner, it is
apparent that the RTI application of 'the appellant is nothing short of an abuse of process of law and

b motivated if not an attempt to intimidate the respondent. I.

Il. Indiscriminate and impractical demands or directions under the RTI Act for disclosure of all and
sundry information (unrelated to transparency and accountability in the functioning of public authorities
and eradication of corruption) would be counter productive as it will adversely affect the efficiency of
the administration and result in the executive getting bogged down with the non-productive work of

collecting and furnishing information.

9. AT MRl A7 wmfedt ot e, gemEad w9 ey Seed, Yoo URAS i
TJaara Re . 109350/2034(GM-RES)TE s 3y.9.303% N amder wike @e wafy
The Present case is classic example of how indiscriminate use of the RTI Act ca

adversely affect public administration. The petitioners actions,if allowed to continue
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would not only waste valuable public resources but would also delay the process
genuine RTI applications filed by citizens seeking information in good faith.

Upone considering the fact and circumstances of this case, along with t
relevant judicial precedents, this court is of the opinion that the petitioner has clea isuse
the provisions of the RTI Act. The petitioners conduct in filing thousands of RTI applications across

multiple departments, without any legitimate reason or cause, constitutes an abuse of the
process of law. The petitioners request to withdraw the writ petition without paying the

requisite court fees is not acceptable, as it would set adangerous precedent and
encourage further misuse of the RTI Act.
The registry is directed to take necessary steps to recover the deficit court fee of

Rs. 9,64.600/- from the petitioner in accordance with law. The petitioner shall be liable to pay

the entire deficit amount as per the objections raised by the office of this court. .

2. Sy At amatT, Aefter wesvor HwHIE (F.NO.CIC/AT/A/R00¢/000R19, 00099, 00093%,
dated 93.0%.200¢) learned Commissioner Shri A.N. Tiwari dealt with similar problem. The
respondents in the case submitted that the appellant, their employee, was suspended
for insubordination and misconduct, and ever since be directed a spate of application
containing queries for detailed, voluminous but inane information which would have to be
collected and collated from over 3o branches. The Commission held in this case
"answering the elaborate and detailed queries, which have to be both accurate and authentic, imposes
heavy cost on the public authority and tends to divert its recourses, which brings it within the_ sqg'?ﬁv of‘:\
section © (R) of RTI Act" , /gb P\,
; -
9. <Ied AL RN i GHROM AbIeAT DUl AIfFA ST Il 90.09.3093¢
RISfeT AR S ber Y B, AifRdrar sfreR IR, 3004 @1 START GERHR ¢
BCR U BT e, SN I ARG wourar e, faerear fofar @rcdiemmm
TG et IATE.

It is relevant here to quote a paragraph from the order of Learned Information

Commissioner Shri  Shailesh Gandhi in case numbers No.CIC/SG/C/3099/000lsg0,
CIC/EM/3099/000]28/SG, CIC/SM/A/099/009999/SG, CIC/SM/A/R099/003%0%, dated 9w th
January, 2093) in a second appeal “The commission, at several appellate hearing, has

explained to the complainant that under RTI Act, only the information as per records can



made available, multiple RTI applications and appeals would not provide him any
information beyond the records that exists. The Commission recognizes the fact that
valuable time of complainant, respondent public authority as well as the Commission is
being spent in merely going through the motion prescribed under the RTI Act again and
again to obtain similar information..... At this juncture the Commission would like to mention
that the right to information is a fundamental right of the citizens, It cannot be used indiscriminately to
fulfill the demand of one individual. In the present matter. It must be noted that the
complainant is pursuing multiple litigation and various public authorities are being asked
to divert and extraordinarily disproportionate amount of resources just to respond to
hundreds of RTI applications filled by him....The Commission is also conscious of the fact that it
is financed by the poorest man in this country who may be starving to death. The Complainant by
repeatedly filling similarRTI application and appeals with the respondent public authority and the

commission, is wasting public resources."

&
%\m#ar\s, / FRr IR AR CIC/LS/R09%/000¢y¢-SA T oooc3-SA Wawid famia
\Biod <08.60.3098 Ao TIRE Hered A WA Ta el 3ATe.

Earlier Observation of CIC : Shri.M.M.Ansari
In several occasions earlier the central information Commission referred to the

issue of repeated RTI requests and harassing tendency. In Prem Prakash Kumar V NFL,
Panipat,(Decision No.3%&/IC(A)R00g, F No.CIC/MA/A/o008/00398 & 3y dated ¢ Auguest
J00g) the applicant sought documents and specific comments of CPIO on ¢ queries.
The learned Commissioner Shri M.M:Ansari observed that in fact, the nature of queries
and information sought are such that the information seeker would never be satisfied
because the promotion of self-interest, rather than public interest, was dominant, as the

appellant had sought redressed of grievances.

9. FeTT TR MR DRl i No.CIC/AD/A/R093/009336-SA delivered on

y-6-309% in the case of R.C .Jain Vs. DTC, with respect to RTI applications which are

repetitive and harassing in nature had observed as follows
Repetitive use of RTl an ABUSE
ufe=e HH7 5. The Commission considers this case as the case of repetitive use

of RTI Act, assuming the proportion of harassment to the Public Authority and thus,
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abuse of RTI Act, by a disgruntled employee.
uR=ve HHAd 6. The respondent officers ‘made fervent appeals 10 the Commiss
that they were compelled to spend most of the time in answering harassing
repeated questions about the same subject matter repeatedly asked from different
angles; and about individual officers, whom, the applicant assumed to be
responsible for the grievance. The Commission found that the applicant was one of
the four disgruntled employees against whom action was taken or their claims were
denied.

RTI: Not a rendezvous of disgruntled elements
yfRedg HHi® 7. The Commission also noted an atmosphere of fear and worry was
spread in the offices and the officers are hesitating to take action against erring staff
members for fear of facing f lood of questions under RTI.

3 “Repeated, harassing RTI applications cannot be entertained.”
St e SR HeHRoT SHHIP No. CIC/SA/A/R094/009¢ ¥R Did.R4/0R/09&
R HHP 4. The Commission heard all these submissions and perused the

record and other papers presented by both the parties during hearing; and holds

SET)
s

il
personal vengeance against the public authority for denying him promotion/enh nged

that there is no merit in the second appeal filed by the appellant; the appellant h

sufficiently used the RTI Act for his self-interest, without any public interest f

pay. Therefore, the Commission admonishes the appellant for this misuse thef%%
Act just for the sake of vengeance forcing them to devote all their valuable time,
energy, etc. The appellant had chosen to send e- mail directly to the Commission,
after the hearing was OVer, which was also perused by the Commission and finds
no merit in the same. The Commission, therefore, rejects this appeal, with
admonition.

qf¥essg pH® 5. This finally disposes of all his appeals on this matter, directs the
appellant that he shall not repeat such RTI requests, and directs the respondent
authority not to cause wastage of public resources in responding to a repeated,
frivolous and harassing RTI application from the appellant.

qReve @Hi® 6. The Commission also directs the Public Authority to publish this

order on their official website under the heading "Repeated, harassing RTI

applications cannot be entertained." Disposed of.

T « T ol < g
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