
followed the invasion by Nadir Shah; and again in 177o,
1783-4, 1803-4, 1813-4, and in 1825-6, when the Sonepat
tansi/was severely affected and the entire revenue was
remitted. In 1832-4 and 1837-8 bread riots occurred, and
unlimited relief was offered to those who would work. The
famine of 1860-1 was severe, and 2'7 lakhs was expended
on relief works and gratuitous relief, representing a. total
number of 12,000 persons relieved for a whole year. The
famine of 1865 was not severe in Delhi. In the famine of
1868-9 relief works were provided, and altogether Rs. 14,000
expended, including Rs. 9,000 from private subscriptions. The
famine of 1877-8 did not materially affect Delhi. In 1896-7
there was considerable distress, wheat and lJiijra sold at 71 and
8i seers per rupee respectively, and more than 3,000 persons
were employed on relief works, and about 4,000 received food
at kitchens. Scarcity again supervened in 1899-19°0, but in
spite of unfavourable local conditions the people did not resort
to the main relief work provided. The District is small; it
contains ala.rge city centrally situated, and there is at aU times
a demand for labour. The greatest daily average of persons
relieved in 1899-19°0 was 4,374; Rs. 40,694 were spent in
wages on earthwork, and the cost incurred by the municipality
was Rs. 5,699.

The District is in charge of a Deputy-Commissioner, aided District
hy five Assistant or Extra ASSistant Commissioners, of whom s!1bdivi-

d.. b f h . . h h' Slonsanone IS m c arge 0 t e District treasury. T e treasury ere IS staff.
the Bank of Bengal, and there is a currency dep6t at the
courthouse. The District L'i divided into three taltsf/s, each
under a ta1lsildar and a nai1J.taluildiir. Delhi city is also
the head-quarters of the Superintending Engineer, Western
Jumna Canal circle, and of the Executive Engineer, Delhi
Provincial division.

Civil judicial work is under a District Judge, from whom Civil
appeals lie to the Divisional Judge of the Delhi Civil Division. j~ce and
He is aided by an Extra Assistant Commissioner, who is solely cnme.
employed on civil judicial work and may be replaced by a
Munsif, a Small Cause Court Judge, and one Munsif, besides
whom the other Assistant and Extra. Assistant Commissioners
and the tamiltJiirs help in civil judicial work. There is an
honorary Extra Assistant Commissioner at head-quarters. The
civil work, arising mainly out of the large and growing trade of
the city, is very heavy. The Divisional Judge is also Sessions
Judge of the Dclhi Civil Division. There are sixteen honorary
magistrates, of whom twelve constitute a bench for the city,



Land
revenue
adminis-
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two sit at head-qua~s, and .one in each tallsit. The
predominant forms of crime are burglary and theft.

The only peculiarity as regards tenure ofland is that in a
few villages superior and .inferior proprietors are found; the
settlement is (with one exception) made with the latter, the
superior proprietors merely receiving a charge of 5 to xo per
cent. on the revenue. The nature of the early revenue
assessments appears to have been ~ery summary. They were
made, as far as possible, on the basis of existing arrangements,
and were for short terms only. The administration, from
annexation to x841,. was harsh and unsympathetic. The
Sonepat and Delhi lalzsi's were regularly settled in x842 and
1844. and Ballabgarhafter its confiscation in 1857. The
Settlement officer in 1842 reduced the demand in Sonepat,
and excused himself for so doing by pointing out that the
greatest difficulty had been invariably experienced in realizing
the Government demand; that notwithstanding strenuous and
well-sustained efforts the District officers and their sub-
ordinates had been baffled, and that large balances had
frequently remained uncollected. ~uctions were made in
all talzsils at the regular settlement.. The settlement of. the
whole District was revised between 1872 1880. The
revenue rates on land irrigated from wells varied from Rs~ 4 to
8 annas, on flooded land from RS.2-8 to Rs. 2, and on
unirrigated land from Rs. X-IO to 10 annas. Canal lands were
assessed at 'dry' !!ltes of about Rs. 1-8, Rs. 3 being paid as
occupier's rate for the use of the water, plus an extra Rs. 1-8
as owner's rate. Villages on the Najafgarhjkl/were charged a
fluctuating assessment on the area cultivated, varying from
Rs. 6 to Rs. x-8 according to the nature of the crop. The new
assessment resulted in an increase of Rs. 45,000. A change
was made in 1895 in the method of realizing canal reYe1lue,
and the system then adQpted remains in foree. The land
revenue demand in 19°3-4, including cesses, was xo lakhs.
The average size of a proprietary holding is 3 acres.

The collections of land revenue alone and of total revenue
are shown below, in thousands of rupees :-

•880-•• '890-1• '900-1• 1905-4-

Land reTenue 8,60 8;12 7,68 8,06
Total revenue II,57 lI,~ 15,10 I6,u

Localand The District contains four municipalities, DELHI, SONEPAT,
municipal. BALLABGARH,and FARiDABAD;and two 'notified areas,' Mah-
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rauli and Najafgarh. Outside these, local affairs are managed
by the District board, whose income amounted in 1903-4 to a
lakh. The expenditure in the same year was also a lath, of
which a fifth was devoted to education. .

The regular police force consists of 1,023 of all ranks, in- ~C?liceand
eluding 539 municipal police, under a Superintendent, who Jads. .
usually has one Assistant and one Deputy-Superintendent (m
charge of the city) and six inspectors under him. Village
watchmen number 924. There are 14 police stations, of which
3 are in the city, 8 outposts,.and 10 road-posts. The I>istrict
jail in the city bas accompiodation for 536 pri~ners.

Delhi stands fifth amo~ the twenty-eight Districts of the Education.
Province in respect of ·the literacy of its population. In
19o1 the proportion of literate persons was 4.6 Per cent.
(8 males and 0·6 females). The number of pupils under in-
struction was 5,210 in '~88;()-I,8,I24 in 1890-1, 9,525 in
1900-1, and 10,644 in 1,9031-+ In the last year the District
had 2 Arts colleges, 14 'secondary, 110 primary, one training,
and 3 special (public) .schools,and I2 'advanced and 123
elementary (private) schqols,with 570 girls in the public and
277 in the private schoo~ The total expenditure on education
in 1903-4 was 2 lakhs, of which Rs. 19.000 was derived from
District funds, Rs. 18,OOQfrom municipalities, and RS.73,000
from Provincial funds.

The public medical m$titutions are the municipal Dufferin Hos~tals
Hospital and two dispensaries in the city, and 6 outlying ::':~es.
dispensaries. In 1904 I these treated a total of 131,050
out-patients and 2,299 'in-patients, and 5,975 operations
were' performed. The' total expenditure was Rs. 3°,000, the
greater pilrt of which met from municipal and District
funds. Besides the ins~tUtions mentioned above, the city
possesses the St. Stepher).'s Hospital (Cambridge Mission) for
women, and the Baptist dispensary. The Victoria Memorial
Zanana. Hospital,. erected.~ata cost of one lakh"was opened in
December, 1906.' .

The number of successfJIIYaccinationsin 1903-4 was 27,280, Vaccina-
representing 39'7 per IJ;oO; of the population. Vaccination lion.
is com.pulsory only in Delhi city and Sonepat town. .

[D. C. ]. lbbetson, IJistrid Gautteer (1883-4); R. Mac-
onachie, SeftlemenlReJor/ (1882).] . .
Delhi Tahsil.-CentpI talisil of Delhi District, Punjab,

lying between 28° 3ct'and28C>SJ'N. and 76° 51' and 77° 17' E.,
to the west of the river JuJDna,with an area 'of429 square miles.
ThepopuIation in I901;~was359,008, compared with 329.547
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in 1891. The head-quarters are at DELHI CITY (popula-
tion, 208.575). and it also contains i43 villages. The land
revenue and cesses amounted in 1903-4 to 3'4 1akhs.The
eastern portion of the faluillies in the Jumna lowlands. From
the city southwards stretches a line of low quartzite hills, while
the south-west comer is occupied by the Najafgarh jlzil. The
rest of the talull consists of a fertUe upland plain, poorly
wooded and with a light rainfall, but for the most part irrigated
by the Western Jumna Canal.

Sonepat TahsIl (Sonpat) •.,.-Nortbem talullof Delhi Dis-
trict, Punjab, lying between 28° 49' II1d 29° 14' N. and 76°
48' and 77° 13' E., with an area of 460 square miles. It lies
to the west of the river Jurona, whi.s separates it from the
Meerut and Bulandshahr Districts or the United Provinces.
The population in 1901 was 203.338, compared With 189.490
in 1891. It contains the town ofSoNEl',h.T(population, 12,99°),
the head-quarters, and 224 villages. The land revenue and

.cesses amounted in 1903-4 to 4'1 lakbs. The eastern portion
of the talull lies in the Jumna lowlandl. The upland plateau
to the west is irrigated by the Western 1umna Canal.;

Ballabgarh Tahsil.-Southem tw/zsll of Delhi District,
Punjab. lying between 28° 12' and 2S- 36' N. and 77° 7' and
77° 31' E.• with an area of 395 squant. miles. It lies to the
west of the river J1unna, which separates it from the Buland-

.shahr District of the United Provinces. The population in
1901 was 126,693, compared with n9t6S2 in 1891. It con-
tains the towns of BALLABGARH(population, 4.506) the head-
quarters, and FARiDABAn(s.310); and 247 villages. The land
revenue and cesses in 1903-4 amouDled to 2'7 lakhs. The
country is in general bare and treeleu. On the east lie the
Jumna lowlands. while the hills that run south from the Delhi
Ridge cross the western portion of the taluil. The rest con-
sists of a plain of sandy loam.

Ballabgarh Town.-Head-qua.rtecs of the taW-of the
same name in Delhi District, Punjab, situated in 28° 20' N.
and 77° 20' E., 24 miles south of Delhi on the Delhi-Muttra
road and the Delhi-Agra branch of tho Great Indian Peninsula
Railway. Population (19oi), 4.506. The name Ballabgarh
is a corruption of Balrimgarh. C the f~ of Bahim,' a Jit chief
who held the surrounding country UDlferSUraj Mal ofBharat-
pur. and built the fort and palace. In 1775 the estate was
transferred by the Delhi emperor to Ajlt Singh, whose son
Ba.h4dur Singh was recognized in ISqI as chief, and built the
town. His successor was hanged for .mplicity in the Mutiny



of 1857 and the estate corifiscated. The municipality was
created in 1867. The income during the ten years ending
1902-3 averaged Rs. 7,000, and the expenditure Rs. 6,3°0•
The income in 1903-4 was Rs. 8,700, chiefly derived from
octroi; and the expenditure was Rs. 6,900. The town Possesses
a vernacular middle school and a dispensary.

Delhi City (DeM or Di/Ii).-Head-quarters of the Delhi
Division, District, and talml, Punjab, and former capital of
the Mughal empire, situated in 280 39' N. and 770 IS' E.,
on the west bank of the Jumna; distant from Calcutta 956
miles, from Bombay 982 miles, and from Karlchi 907 miles.
The population at the last three enumerations was: (1881)
173,393, (1891) 192,579, and (1901) 208,575. The increase
during the last decade is greatly due to the devdopment of
mill industries~ The population in 1901 included. 114.417
Hindus, 88,460 Muhammadans, 3,266 Jains, 2,164 Christians,
and 2:29 Sikhs.

Th(: area close to where the northernmost spur of the Ari- Hittory.
valli Hills abuts on the J umna has from remote times been the-
site of one great city after another. First of these is the city .
of Indraprastha, founded, according to the tradition preserved
in the Maha.bha.rata, by the Plindava chief Yudhishthira. In-
draprastha was, howeverl. only one of the five. Jrasthas or
'plains,' which included Sonepat, P!nIpat, Pilpat, and Bighpat.
Firishta has preserved a tradition that Delhi or Dillf was
founded by a Raja DhiIu before the Macedonian invasion;
but as an historical city Delhi dates omy from the middle of
the eleventh century A. D., when Anang PAl, a Rajput chief of
the Tomar clan, built the Red Fort, in which the Kutb Mina.r
now stands, and founded a town. He also removed the

il;':

famous iron pillar on which are inscribed the eulogies of
Chandra Gupta Vikramaditya, probably from Muttra, and set
it up in 1°52 as an adjunct to a group of temples.. This
remarkable relic consists of a solid shaft of metal 16 inches
in diameter and about 23 feet in height, set in masonry, 3 feet
of it being below the surface. Tradition indeed asserts that a
holy Brahman assured the Rajl that the pillar had been driven
SO deeply into the earth that it reached the head of Vasuki,
the serpent king who supports the world, and, consequently,
had become immovable, whereby the dominion was ensured
for ever to the dynasty of its founder. The incredulous Rajl
ordered the monument to be dug up, when its base was found
reddened with the blood of the serpent king. Thus convinced,
Anang Pil at once commanded that the shaft should be sunk
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again in the earth j but as a punishment for his want of faith,
it appeared that no force could restore it to its place as before.
Hence the city derived its name DhilY, from the fact that the
column remained loose (dlzlla) in the ground. Unfortunately
for the legend, not only does the inscnption prove its falsity,
but the name of DillJ is undoubtedly earlier than the rise of
the Tomar dynasty.

Anang Pal, who seems to have ~ome from Kanauj, ruled a
petty principality extending to Hinsi on the north, the Ganges
on the east, and Agra on the south. His dynasty lasted just
a century, until IISI, when it was supplanted by Vrsaldev or
Bfsaldeo, a Chauhin chief of Ajmer. Brsaldeo's grandson, the
famous Prithwr Rij or Rai Pithora, ruled both Delhi and
Ajmer, and built the city which bore his name at the former
place. The walls of this city may still be traced for a long
distance round the Kutb Minar. From Delhi Rai Pithora in
1191 led his Hindu vassals and allies to defeat Muhammad of
Ghor at Tnu,wARI, but in the following year he met with Ii
decisive o"Verthrowat that place. With his death the history;
of Hindu Delhi ends. In 1193 Kutb-ud-dIn, Muhammad'~'
slave general, took Delhi; and on his master's death in 1206

it became the capital of the Slave dynasty to whom Old Delhi
owes its grandest ruins.. Kutb-ud-dIn's mosque was com-
menced, according ti:r the inscription on its entrance archway,
immediately after the capture of the city in 1193. It was com-
pleted in three years, and enlarged during the reign of Altamsh,
son-in-law of the founder, and the greatest monarch of the line.
This mosque consists of an outer and inner courtyard, the
latter surroUnded by an exquisite colonnade, whose richly
decorated shafts have been torn from the precincts of Hindu
temples. Originally a thick coat of plaster concealed from the
believer's eyes the profuse idolatrous ornamentations; but the
stucco has now fallen away, reve.iUingthe delicate workmanship
of the Hindu artists in all its pristine beauty. Eleven magni-
ficent arches close its western fa~e, Muhammadan in outline
and design, but carried out in detail. by Hindu workmen, as
the intricate lace-work which covers every portion of the arcade
sufficiently bears witness. Ibn' Batilta, the MoOrish traveller,
who was a magistrate in Delhi and saw the mosque about
ISO years after its erection, describes it as unequalled for either
beauty or extent. The Kutb MinAr, another celebrated monu-
ment of the great Slave king, stands in the south-east corner of
the outer courtyard of the mosque. It rises to a height oC 238
feet, tapering gracefully from a diameter of 47 feet at the base



to nearly 9 feet at the summit. The shaft consists of five
storeys, enclosing a spiral staircase, and was crowned by a now
broken cupola, which fell during an earthquake in 1803. The
original purpose of the minaret was doubtless as a muazzin's
tower, whence the call to morning and evening prayer might
be heard throughout the whole city. The site chosen for the
mosque was that already occupied by the iron pillar, which
forms the central ornament of the inner courtyard. Around
in every direction spreads a heap of splendid ruins, the most
important of which are the tomb of Altamsh and the unfinished
minaret of Ala-ud-din, commenced in r3r I.

During the reign of the Slave kings, a queen, for the only
time in its history, sat on the throne of the Muhammadan
empire of Delhi. As the patriot Hungarians, in the annals
of modem Europe, drew their swords for Rex Maria Theresa,
so her subjects gave to queen Raziya the masculine title of
Sultiin.

The Slave dynasty retained the sovereignty till 1290, when
Jalal-ud-din, Khilji, founded a new line. During the reign
of his nephew and successor, Al!-ud-dIn, Delhi was twice
unsuccessfully attacked by Mongol hordes, who swept into the
country from Central Asia.

In r32I the house of Tughlak succeeded to the empire;
and Ghiyas-ud-dln, its founder, erected a new capital, Tughlak-
abad, on a rocky eminence some 4 miles farther to the east.
Remains of a massive citadel, and deserted streets or lanes,
still mark the spot on which this third metropolis arose; but
no human inhabitants now frequent the vast and desolate ruins.
Ghiyas-ud-din died in 13~5, and was succee!ded by his son
Muhammad bin Tughlak, who thrice attempted to remove the
seat of government and the whole population from Delhi to
Daulatiibad in the Deccan, more than 800 miles away. Thn
BaUita gives a graphic picture of the desolate city, with its
magnificent architectural works, and its bare, unpeopled houses.
Firoz Shah Tughlak once more removed the site of Delhi to
a new town, Firozabad; which appears to have occupied aU the
ground between the tomb of Humiiyiln and the Ridge. Amid
the ruins of this prince's palace, just outside the modem south
gate, stands one of the famous pillars originally erected by
Asoka, in the third century B. c. This monolith, 42 feet in
height, is known as Firoz Shah's liit or pillar, as it was brought
by him from Topra near Khizrabiid in the District of Ambila.
It is composed of pale pink sandstone, and bears a Pill
inscription, first deciphered by Mr. Prinsep.



In December, 1398, while rival claimants of the house of
Tughlak were fighting for the remnants of the kingdom, the
hordes of Timfu reached Delhi. Mahmad Shah II, the
nominal king, fled to Gujarlt, after his army had suffered a
defeat beneath the walls; and nmur, entering the city, gave
it over for five days to plunder and massacre. Dead bodies
choked the streets; and when at last even the Mongol appetite
for carnage was satiated, the host retired, dragging with them
into slavery large numbers of both men and women. For two
months~lhi remained absol?tely without govemm~t, until
Mahmfid hah recovered a miserable fragment of hiS former
empire. In 1412 he died; and his successors, the Saiyid
vassals of the Mongols, held Delhi, with a petty principality
in the neighhourhood, until 1450, when the Lodi dynasty
succeeded to the Muhammadan empire. 'In 1503 Sikandat II

. made Agra the capital of the empire, but Delhi retained much
of its former importance. After his defeat of Ibrihlm II, the
last of the Lodis, at Panipat,. Bibar entered Delhi in 1526, but
resided mainly at Agra. Humayiln removed to Delhi, ~d:
built or restored the fort of PurDna Kila on the site of Indra-.
prastha. The Afghan Sher Shih, who drove out Humayfin in
1540, enclosed and fortified the city with a new wall. One
of his approaches,.Jmown as the Lil Darwaza or 'red gate,'
still stands isolated on the roadside, facing the modem jail.
The fortress of Sallmgarh preserves the name of a son of Sher
Shah. Humayfin's tomb forms one of the most striking
architectural monuments in the neighbourbood. Akbar and
Jabingfr .usually resided at Agra, Labore, or Ajmer. Shih
J aban rebuilt the city on its present site, surrounding it with
the existing fortifications and adding the title of Shabjahin-
ii.had from his own name. He also built the Jima Masjicl,
and reopened the Western Jumna Canal. From his time, ex-
cept for brief periods, Delhi remained the head-quarters of the
Mughal' emperors. In 1737, during the, reign of Muhammad
Shah, Baji Rao, the Marathii. Peshwa, appeared beneath its
walls. Two years later, Nadir Shah entered the city in triumph
and re-enacted the massacre of ,Timfu. For 58 days the
victorious Persian plundered rich and poor alike, and left the
city with a booty estimated at nine millions sterling. Before
the final disruption of the decaying empire in 176o, the unhappy
capital was twice devastated by civil war, sacked by Ahmad
Shah Durrii.ni, and finally spoiled by the rapacious Marathis.
Alamgir II, the last real emperor, was murdered in 1759.
Shah Alam, who assumed the empty title, could not establish



his authority in Delhi, which became the alternate prey of
Mghans and Marathas until 1771, when the latter party restored
the emperor to the city of his ancestors. In 1788 a Maratha
garrison permanently occupied the palace, and Shah Alam
remained a prisoner in the hands of Sindhia until the British
conquest. On March 14, 18°3, Lord :bake, having defeated
the Marathas, entered Delhi, and took the emperor under his
protection. Next year, Holkar attacked the city; but Colonel
(afterwards Sir David) Ochterlony, first British Resident, success-
fully held out against overwhelming numbers for eight days,I
until relieved by Lord Lake. The conquered territory was
administered by the British in the name of the emperor, while
the palace remained under his jurisdiction.

The story of the Mutiny at Delhi and of the restoration
of British sovereignty belongs to Indian rather than to local
history. Delhi was recovered in September, 1851, and re-
mained for a while under military government; and it became
necessary, owing to the frequent murders of European soldiers,
to expel the population fora while from the city. Shortly
after, the Hindu inhabitants were freely readmitted; but tp~
Muhamma.dans were still rigorously excluded, till the restota-
tion of the city to the civil authorities on January II, 1858.

Delhi has on two occasions since the Mutiny been the scene
of Imperial assemblages: in 1877 when Queen Victoria was
proclaimed EmpreSs of India, and in 1903 to celebrate the
accession of Edward VII.

The modern city of Delhi extends for over 2 miles along the Modern
west bank of the. river J umna, and on the other three sides Delhi.
is enclosed bya lofty stone wall 31 miles in length, built by
Shah ]abAn, and reconstructed by the British at the beginning
of the last century. It was once entered by fourteen gates,
eight on the land side and six leading to the river; but many
of these have now been removed. Of those that remain, the
principal are: on the north the Kashmir Gate, on the west
the Farllsh Khana. and Ajmer Gates, and on the south the
Delhi Gate. The imperial palace, now known as the Fort,
lies to the east of the city, and abuts directly on the river.
H is surrounded on three sides by an imposing wall of red
sandstone, with small round towers, and gateways on the west
and south.

On the north-east of the Fort is the outwork of SalImgarh.
At this point the East Indian Railway enters the city by
a magnificent bridge across the Jumna, passing over SaIImgarh
and through a comer of the Fort to the railway station within
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the city walls. North-west of the Fort, up to the KashmIr
Gate, lies an open space in which are situated the public offices
and St. James's Church. South of this and separated from
it by the railway line lies another open space devOted to the
public gardens; and in the south-east corner of the city, in the
quarter known as Dary! Ganj, is the cantonment. The area
thus occupied covers nearly one-half of the entire city; it pre-
sents a comparatively open appearance, and forms a marked
contrast to the south-west quarter of the city, which is densely
occupied by the shops and dwellings of the native population.

The architectural glories of Delhi are famous alike in Indian
and European literature. It is impossible in a brief notice like
the present to attempt any adequate description of them.
They are described in Mr. Fergusson's History of Intlian anti
Eastern A,d,itechtre (1876), in Mr. Fanshawe's .D~l1liPast aNl
Presmt (1902), and in many other works. The palace of Shih
Jahan, perhaps less picturesque and more sober in tone than
that of Agra, has the advantage of being built on a more
uniform plan, and by the most magnificent of the royal builders
of India. It forms a parallelogram, measuring 1,600 feet east
and west by 3,202 feet north and south, exclusive of the gate-
ways. Passing the deeply-recessed portal, a vaulted hall is
entered, rising two storeys, 375 feet long, like the nave of
a gigantic Gothic cathedral'::":"the noblest entrance,' says
Mr. Fergusson, 'to any existing palace.' Facing this entrance is
the Naubat Khina or 'music hall,' and beyond is the great
court of the palace, in the middle of which stands the Diwan-i-lirn
or 'hall of public audience.' Behind this again is a court con-
taining the Rang Mahal or 'painted chamber.' North of this
central range of buildings stands the Dlwan-i-khis or 'private
audience hall,' which forms, 'if not the most beautiful, certainly
the most ornamented of all Shih Jabln's buildings.' It over-
hangs the river, and nothing can exceed the delicacy of its
inlaid work or the poetry of its design. It is on -the walls
of this hall that the. famous inscription runs, , If there is a heaven
on earth, it is this-it is this I South of the central range
of buildings an area, measuring about 1,000 feet way, was
occupied by the harem and private apartments of the palace,
covering, consequently, more than twice the area of the Escurial,
or, in fact, of any palace in Europe.

The buildings in the native city are chiefly of brick, well-
built, and substantial. The smaller streets are narrow and
tortuous, and in many cases end in &uIs-de-StZC. On the other
hand, no city in India has finer streets than the main
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thoroughfares of Delhi, ten in number, thoroughly drained,
metalled, and lighted. The principal thoroughfare, the
Chandni Chauk, or 'silver street,' leads eastwards from the
Fort to the Lahore Gate, three-quarters of a mile long by
'14 feet broad. Throughout the greater part of its length, a
double row of trees runs down its centre on both sides of a
raised path, which has taken the place of th~ masonry aque-
duct that in former days conducted water from the canal into
the palace. A little to the south of the CMndni Chauk is
the Jama Masjid, or 'great mosque,' standing out boldly from
a small rocky rising ground. Begun by Shih JaMn in the
fourth year of his reign, and completed in the tenth, it still
remains one of the finest.buildings of its kind in India. The
front courtyard, 450 feet square, surrounded by a cloister
open on both sides, is paved with granite inlaid with marble,
and commands a view of the whole city. The mosque itself, a
splendid structure forming an oblong 261 feet in length, is
approached by a magnificent flight of stone steps. Three
domes of white marble rise from its roof, with two tall and
graceful minarets at the comers in front. The interior of the
mosque is paved throughout with white marble, and the walls
and roof are lined with the same material. Two other mosques
deserve a passing notice>: the Kali Masjid or 'black mosque,'
so called from the dark colour given to it by time, and
supposed to have been built by one of the early Afghan
sovereigns; and the mosque of Roshan-ud~aula. Among the
more modem buildings may be mentioned the Residency, now
occupied by the Government high school; the town hall, a
handsome building in the Chindni Chauk, containing a Darbar
hall with a good collection of pictures, a museum, and a public
library; and the Church of St. James, built at a cost of
£10,000 by Colonel Skinner, an officer well·known in the
history of the East India Company. About half-way down the
Chandni Chauk is a high clock-tower. North of the Chil.ndni
Chauk lie the Queen's gardens. Beyond the city walls the
civil lines stretch away on the north as far 'as the historic
Ridge, about a mile outside. To the west and south-west
considerable suburbs cluster beyond the waIls, containing the
tombs of the imperial family. That of Humiiy11nis a noble
building of red sandstone with a dome of marble. It lies
about 31 miles from the Delhi Gate in a large garden of
terraces, the whole surrounded by an embattled wall, with
towers and .four gateways. In the centre stands a, platform
about 20 feet high by 200 feet square, supported by cloisters,



Arts and
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and ascended by four great flights of granite steps. Above
rises the mausoleum, also a square, with a great dome of white
marble in the centre. About a mile to the westward is another
burying-ground, or collection of tombs and small mosques,
some of them very beautiful The most remarkable is perhaps
the little chapel in honour of a celebrated Muhammadan saint,
NizIm-ud-d1n, near whose shrine the members of the Mughal
imperial family, up to the time of the Mutiny, lie buried,
each in his own little enclosure, surrounded by very elegant
lattice-work of white marble.

The palaces of the nobles, which formerly gave an air of
grandeur to the city, have for the most part disappeared.
Their sites are occupied by structures of less pretension, but
still with some elegance of architectural design. The city is
now amply supplied with water; and much attention has of
late been paid to cleanliness and .sanitary requirements
generally.

The municipality was created in 1850. The income and .
expenditure during the ten years ending 1902-3 a~ed :
5.6 lakhs. The income in 1903-4 was 6'5 Jakhs', chiefly,
derived from octroi (3'1 lakhs), taxes on houses, 'lands,
animals, and vehicles, and tolls (1 lakh), municipal property'
and fines, &c. (Rs. 79,000), and sale of water(Rs. 4°,000);
and the expenditure was 5.8 lakhs, including general
administration (Rs. 77,000), public safety (Rs. 96,000), water-
supply (Rs. 40,000), conservancy (Rs. 83,000), hospitals and
dispensaries (Rs. 41,000), public works (Rs. 69,000), and
education (Rs. 33,ooo).

The ordinary garrison consists of a company of garrison
artillery and a detachment of British infantry in the Fort; a
native infantry regiment at Daryl Ganj; and a native cavalry
regiment, for which lines have recently been built in the old
cantonment, beyond the Ridge. The income and expenditure
of cantonment funds during the ten years ending 1902-3
averaged Rs. 12,200.

The occupations and industries of Delhi are numerous,
comprising jewellery, silversmith's work, brass and copper ware,
ivory~ng, pottery, weaving, gold and silver embroidery,
miniature painting, &c. For centuries the jewellery of Delhi
has had a worldwide reputation, but it is doubtful whether the
productions of the present day are equal to those of Mughal
times. Ivory-earving is carried on successfully by one or two
families, and within recent years some very beautiful caskets
and similar articles in this material have been produced. A



feature of the work is the employment of geometric open-work
patterns, which are carried out with a very high degree of
finish. The pottery is a kind of rough porcelain and has
certain artistic qualities. It is a comparatively modem art,
and is in the hands of only one or two craftsmen. An impor-
tant industry is gold and silver embroidery, chiefly carried on
by the dealers of the Chindni Chauk. Altbough the designs
are now showing signs of European influence, good Oriental
patterns ar5 still obtainable, and the art is in a fairly flourish-
ing condition. The manufacture of gold and silver wire to
carryon this industry employs a large number of hands.
These kandla kasllan, or wire-drawers,pay the municipality
yearly Rs. 25,000, 'in retupl for which it supervises the melting
and blending of the metal in a c.~tral ~orkshop, and thereby
gives it a guarantee of purity' whose ,value is undisputed
throughout India. Modern mill and factory industries have
made great progress in the city. The Delhi Cloth and General
Mills in i904 employed 624 hands, the Hanumin. and
Mabadeo Spinning and Weaving Mills 895, the Kishen
Cotton-Spinning Mill 575, and the Jumna. CottoQ-Spinning
Mills 388. The principal flour-mills are the Northern India
Flour-Mills with 107 employes, the Ganesh Flour-Mills with
178, and John's Flour-Mill with 113. The three sugar-eane
pressing factories employed 246 hands, and the three cotton-
ginning factories 305. Minor industries include printing,
biscuit-making, malting, and iron and brass-work. The total
number of factories, mills, &c., in 1904 was 23, and the 10tal
number of employes 3,364-

Delhi possesses a very considerable trade, though the Commerce
continuation of the North-Western Railway, on the. eastern and trade.

bank of the river has thr<;lwnit somewhat off the modem line
of traffic. It derives importance as a trade centre at present
owing to the fact that grain and piece-goods are free of octroi,
and it still forms the main entrep6t for commerce between
Calcutta or Bombay on the one side and Rajputana on the
other. The chief imports include chemicals,cotton, ,silk,
fibres, grain, oilseeds, ghI, metals, salt, horns and hides, and
European piece-goods. The exports consist of the same
articles in transit, together with tobacco, sugar, oil, jewellery,
and gold or silver lacework. Beyond the borders of the Pro-
vince, Delhi merchants correspond with those of Jind, Kabul,
Alwar, Bikaner, Jaipur, and the DOlib; while.with all the
Punjab towns they have extensive dealings. European finance
is represented by the Bengal, the National, the Delhi and



London, the Allahabid, and the Upper India Banks j and
several cotton merchants have agents in the city. The great
trade avenue of the Chindni Chauk, already described; is
lined with the shops and warehouses of merchants, and is one
of the chief sights of interest to the visitor at Delhi.

Education. The principal educational institution was, until 1877, the
Delhi College, founded in 1792, but abolished in 1877, in order
to concentrate higher education in the Punjab University at
Labore. The chief school is now the municipal high school,
with six branch schools; other high schools are the Anglo-
Arabic, the Anglo-Sanskrit, St. Stephen's mission school, and
the Sbahzida high schoo~ maintained chiefly for poor descen-
dants of the Mughal imperial 'family. All these receive grants-
in-aid. The municipal high, school has been managed by the
Educational department since 1904. The city also has a
nonnal school, which trains vernacular teachers for primary
schools, a municipal industrial school, the aided middle
boarding-schools for girls of the Baptist Mission and the
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, and a school on
the Ytlnfini system of native medicine.

Faridl.bad.- Town in the Ballabgarh !alull of Delhi
District, Punjab, situated in 28° 25' N. and 77° "20' E.,
16 miles from Delhi, near the DeIhi-Muttra road and on the
Delhi-Agra branch of the Great Indian Peninsula' Railway.
Population (I901), 5,310. The town was founded in I607 by
Shaikh Farld, JahingIr's treasurer, to protect the high-road
from Delhi to Agra. It is of no commercial importance. The
municipality was created in 1867. The income during the ten
years ending 1902-3 averaged Rs. 5,9°0, and the expenditure
Rs. 5,800. The income in 1903-4 was Rs. 6,800. chiefly
derived from octroi; and the expenditure was Rs. 6,400. The
chief educational institutions are the Victoria Anglo-vernacular
riddle school (unaided), a vernacular middle school maintained
by the municipality, and the English station school (middle).
There is a Government diSpensary.

Indarpat.- Village in ~lhi District, Punjab, occupying the
site of the ancient Indraprastha, and situated in 28° 36' N. and
77° It' E., close to the modem city of Delhi. The original
town stood upon the banks of the Jumna, between the Kotila
of FIroz Shih and the tomb of HumiyfiD; and although the
river has now shifted its channel a Inile eastward, the former
bed may still be traced past the early site. Scarcely a stone
of the ancient capital remains standing; but the village of
Indarpat and the Muhammadan fort of Purina Kila probably



Milwa Railway; distant by rail from Calcutta 1,008 miles,
from Bombay 838, and from Karachi 904. Population (1901),
21,295, including 14,102 Hindus and II,673 Muhammadans.
Rewiri was formerly a halting-place on the trade road· from
Delhi to Rijputina, celebrated for the manufacture of brass
and pewter. These manufactures are still carried on; but
since the opening of the railway the chief importance of the
town lies in its trade in grain and sugar, sent westward, while
salt and iron from Alwar are forwarded to the United Provinces.

The ruins of Old Rewiri, which local tradition connects with
a nephew of Prithwi RAj, lie some distance to the east of the
present town, said to have been built about 1000 by Raja Reo
or Riwat, who called it after his daughter Rewati. Underthe
Mughals, Rewiri was the head-quarters of a sarRii" but its
Raja seems to have been almost independent. In the reign of
Aurangzeb the town and territory of Rewiri were obtained by
a family of AhIrs, who held them until annexation by the
British. Rewari was brought directly under British adminis-
tration in 1808-9, and the village of Bharawis in its vicinity
was until 1816 the head-quarters of the District. The muni-
cipality was created in 1867. The income during the ten
years ending 1902-3 averaged Rs. 56,300, and the expenditur~
Rs. 58,100. The income in 1903-4 amounted to Rs. 48,800,
chiefly derived from octroi, and the expenditure to Rs. 56,400.
Rewari contains the only high school in the District, managed
by the Educational dc!partmellt. The town has a Government
dispensary, and another belonging to the S. P. G. Mission in
charge of a lady doctor.

Sohna (Soniin).-Town in the· District and tahsil of
Gurgaon, Punjab, situated in 28° IS' N. and 71° 5' E., IS
miles south of Gurgaon. Population (1901), 6,024. It is of
no commercial importance, but claims considerable antiquity.
It has been occupied in succession by the Kambohs, the
Khanzadas, and the Rajputs; and traces of all three settle-
ments are found in the extensive ruins which surround it. The
town was taken in the eighteenth century by the Jilts of Bharat-
pur, who built a large fort, now in ruins. It has a mosque
dating from 1561, and its hot springs are famed for their
medicinal properties. The municipality was created in 1885.
The income and expenditure during the ten years ending
1902-3 averaged Rs. 5,800 and Rs. 5,900 respectively. The
income in 1903-4 was Rs. 4,800, chiefly derived from
octroi; and the expenditure was Rs. 5,800. It possesses
a vernacular middle school and a dispensary.



Boun- Delhi DistricL{.Dehli or Dtlli).-District in the Delhi
daries,~on-Division of the Punjab, lying between 28° 12' and 29° 14' N.
figuration, 0' 0' .
and hill and 76 48 and 77 31 E., WIth an area of 1,290 square
and river miles. The name should be written Dill! or Dhili, and is said
systems. to be derived from an eponymous RAjADilu or Dhilu. The

District is bounded on the north by Kamal; on the east by
the river Jumna, which separates it from the Districts of
Meerut and Bulandshahr in the United Provinces; on the
south by Gurgaon; and on the west by Rohtak. The northern
portion, like most of the alluvial plains of Upper India, is
divided into the kMdar, or riverain, a strip ofland adjoining
the Jumna; and the drier and more sandy uplands, known as
the biingor. Though monotonous in appearance, this latter
tract is well wooded, and, being traversed by the Western
Jumna Canal, is fertile in the extreme. A prolongation of the
Aravalli Hills enters Delhi from Gurgaon on the southern
border, and immediately expands into a rocky table-land, about
3 miles in breadth, running in a north-easterly direction nearly
across the District. Ten miles south of the city the ra'1g~
divides into two branches, one of which, turning sharply to th~
south-west, re-enters the borders of Gurgaon; while the other,
continuing its northerly course as a low, narrow range of sand.
stone, passes west of Delhi city, where it forms the historic
Ridge, and finalIy~rminates on the right bank of the Jumna.
The table-land nowhere attains an elevation of more than
500 feet above the lowlands at its base; but its surface consists
of barren rock, too destitute of water for the possibility of cul-
tivation, even in the few rare patches of level soil. The
Jumna, before reaching the borders of the District, has been
so completely drained of its waters for the two older canals
which it feeds, that it forms only a narrow stream, fordable
at almost any point, except during the rains. .

Geology. The greater part of the District lies on the alluvium ; but
the small hills and ridges, which abound to the south of pelhi,
consist of outliers of Alwar quartzite belonging to the Delhi
system of the transition group of Peninsular. India. The Ridge
at Delhi is composed of the same rock.

Botany. The natural vegetation is that of the drier parts of the Upper
Gangetic plain, with an element akin to that of North-East
Riijputana, while traces of an ancient Deccan flora are found
on and near the low spur which ends in the ridge at Delhi.
The mango and other sub-tropical species are cultivated in
gardens and along canals and roadsides; but large trees,
except where planted, are comparatively scarce, and the kinds



that reproduce themselves spontaneously are probably, in most
cases, not natives of the District.

Wolves are not uncommon and leopards are occasionally Fauna.
,metwith. Hog are plentiful all along the banks of the ]umna.
Antelope are becoming scarce, while nllgai and hog deer are
practically extinct. •Ravine deer' (Indian gazelle) are found
in the low hills.

The cold season is much like that of the Punjab proper, but Climate
ends a fortnight sooner than at Lahore. Hot west winds blow ;:~:rn;:
steadily till the end of June, when plentiful rain is expected.
October brings cool nights and the beginning of the feverish
season, which is always very unhealthy. The average mean
temperature of January is 57°, of April 85°, of June 97°,
and of September 87°.

The average rainfall varies from 211: inches at Ballabgarh Rainfall.
to 28 at Delhi. Of the rainfall at the latter place 2S inches fall
in the summer months, and 3 in the winter. The greatest
rainfall recorded during the twenty years ending 1901 was
48 inches at Pelhi in 1884-5, and the least one-fifth of an inch
at Mahrauli in 1896-7.,

The history of the District is the history of DELHI Hist~y.
CITV, of which it bas from time immemorial formed a de-
pendency. Even the towns of SONEPAT,BALLABGARH~
FARIDABADhardly possess local histories of their own, apart
from the city, in or around' which are all its gi-eat antiquities.

The tract conquered by the East India Company in 1803
included a considerable strip to the west of the Jllmna both ,
north and south of the Mughal capital. A few native princes,
however, still held independent estates within the Delhi terri-
tory, the principal in the present District being the RAja of
Ballabgarh. As early as 1819 a District of Delhi was regu- .
larly constituted. It included a part of the present Rohtak .
DistI;ict; and in 183"' tire :idltfsUali'tr! tit Belhi cerritO!], .
nOmInany as well as aetua y, was plac In. t e hands of e

ast n om y. erllto continue to or:.
0 .. t e ort .Western (now tM Ilmfed) Provincesj
Mutiny o£ !&sf.

On the ouimeaf of the Mutiny the whole District passed
into the bands of the rebels; and though communications with
the Punjab were soon restored, and the northern jarganas
recovered, it was not till after the fall of Delhi city that British
authority could reassert itself in the southern portion. When
the final suppression of the Mutiny enabled the work of
reconstruction to proceed, the District was transferred to the

~ 



The
people.

Punjab. At the same time the territories of the insurgent
Raja. of Ballabgarh, who had been executed for rebellion, were
confiscated and a.dded as a new tallsil to the District; while
the outlying villages of the Doib, hitherto belonging to Delhi,
and known as the eastern jargana, were handed over to the
North-Western Provinces.

The District contains 4 towns and 714 villages. The popu-
lation at the last enumerations was: (z881) 643,515, (1891)
638,689, and (IgOI) 689,°39- It increased by 7.8 per cent.
during the last decade, the increase being greatest in the
Delhi /aksll (8'9) and least in BaUabgarh (5'9). It is divided
into the three taMls of DELHI, SONEPAT,and BALLABGARH,
the head-quarters of each being at the place from which itis
named. The chief towns are the municipalities of DELHI, the
head-qUArters of the District, SONEPAT, BALLABGARH,and
FARiDABAD. The following table shows the chief statistics of
population in 1901:-

f Namberof .§ 'a 0.8 M . _s
i. Ifa •. $M O~"g

J • sOgMB. _cl
TaluiL .. •• 1$ ·gjiM r'E.5i i hl~ :i 8'! If ~" .. ,

> D.i' It!! !- i .

- ----- --
Delhi 4'9 I 343 3~9.oo8 836.8 + 8'9 ~1.lJ54
Sone~t • 455 1 214- 303.338 446'9 + 7'3 6,#5
Balla garh 385 3 347 ul'I,69?t 339.1 + 5'9 3,371

,

174---
District total "I.3go 4 689,°39 534.1 + 7.8 31.57°

NOTB.-Tbe ligu...,. for the area. of ItIA8iI8 are taken fnlm revenQe retarns. The
total Distriet area i. that Jlven in the C•••• R~.

Hindus number 5zo,532, or more than 74 per cent. of the
total; Muhammadans, 167,29°; and Jains, 7,726. The people
of Delhi city share with Lucknow the reputation of speaking
the most elegant form of Hindustlni or Urdu.

Castes and The Jits are the chief landowning tribe, numbering 114,000,

~pa- and are almost entirely Hindus. Those of the south of the
a ons. District centre about Ballabgarh, and their traditions are con-

nected with the Jlt Rajas of that place. Those of the north
are divided into two factions: the Dahiyas, who trace their
descent from a grandson of Prithwi Raj, Dhanij by name,
and a Jit woman: and the Ahulinas. who say that their
ancestors came from Rajputana. The Gujars (28,000) are
nearly all Hindus j they have a bad reputation as thieves, and
levy a kind of blackmail on the residents of the civil station by
ensuring that the rash householder who does not employ a

~ ~ " 
~ 
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Giijar watchman shall infallibly have his house robbed. The
Tagls (9,000) say that they were once Brahmans, and derive
their name from the fact of their having abandoned (tyiiga) the
practice of mendicancy. They are of the Gaur family, and
their tradition is that they were invited from Bengal for tbe
purpose of exterminating snakes. Sir H. Elliot finds in this
story an allusion to wars against 'Takshaka Scythians' of a
Buddbist creed. The Ahlrs (14,000) are all Hindus and
claim a Rijput origin. They are excellent cultivators. The
RAjputs (24,000) are mostly Hindus, but 4,000 are Muham-
madans. Tbe District contains 62,000 Brihmans, 71,000
Sbaikhs, and 8,000 Moos. The Baniis (47,000) are the most
important of the commercial classes, but there are 5,000
KhattrIs. Of the menials may be mentioned the Chamars or
leather-workers (66,000), the Chiibris (27,000) and Dhanaks
(6,000) who are scavengers, tbe JbInwars or water-carners
(17,000), the Kumbirs or. potters (14,000), the LohArs or
blacksmiths (6,000), the Nais or barbers (11,000), the Kassibs
or butchers (6,000), and the Tarkhans or carpenters (9,000).
As is natural in a District containing so large a city, only
41 per cent. of the total population are supported by agri-
culture, while 29 per cent. are industrial, 6 commercial, and
3 professional.

The Society for the Propagation of the Gospel was estab- Quistian
lished at Delhi in 1854, and reinforced in 1877 by the missions.
Cambridge Mission-a body of graduates of Cambridge living
and working together as a brotherhood-who, with the original
body, form one mission under the name of the S. P. G. and
Cambridge Mission in Delhi and the South Punjab. Among
the institutions managed by this united body are St. Stephen's
Mission College, a high school, with six branches and 700
boys, and other schools, a hospital for women, a Christian

. girls' boarding school and industrial school, and St. Mary's
Home for convalescent converts and teachers. The first
Baptist missionary in Delhi was John Chamberlain, tutor to
the son of Begam Sumr11,who visited the city in 1814; but
Delhi was not recognized as a mission station till 1818. In
the operations of the Baptist Mission are included a training
institution, dispensary, school, Zanana mission, and a girls'
school. Of every 10,000 persons in the District 46 are Chris·
tians. In 1901 it returned 2,042 native Christians.

North of the city the District is divided into two portions: Ge,!eral
the low-lying riverain Illliit/ar lands near the Jumna, and the ~~~n-
higher upland, or banga,. lands, now removed from the in· ditions.
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Buence of the river. In the khiidar, where the soil is light and
sandy, irrigation from wells is easy, and this tract JDainly
depends on the spring harvest. The ba"gar is traversed by
the Western Jumna Canal and, until·the recent realignment,
suffered severely from swamping; in its unirrigated portions
the autumn harvest is naturally the more important, and south
of Delhi the riverain strip is very narrow. In the lands lying
just under the hills, the soil is light, and irrigation is chiefly
carried on by dams which hold up the mountain torrents.
Round the Najafgarhjml and in. the extreme south are blocks
of land, inundated in the rains, with a light soil and water
near the surface. Since the Najafgarh jlz1l was drained, culti-
vation on its borders has ceased to be as profitable as formerly.

~ief agri- The District is held almost entirely by petty peasant pro-
,-,,",tural • . d
statistics pnetors, large estates covenng only 50,000 acres, an about
and princi- 16,000 acres owned by Govemment being held on temporary
pal crops. leases. The area for which details are available from the

revenue records of 1903-4 is J;284 square miles, as shown
below:-

TllIIsi/. Total Calti,oated. lnipted. CllItiyable
waste. .;,

Delhi 429 294 101 71
Sonepat 460 323 194 8s
Ballabgarh . 395 250 27 41

Totat J,284 867 332 J94

Improve-
mentsin
agricul-
tural
practice.

The chief crops in the spring harvest are gram and wheat,
which occupied 36 and 159 square miles respectively in
1903-4; barley occupied 47 square miles. In the autumn
harvest spiked millet occupied 133 and great millet II4

square miles, these being the staple food-grains of the District.
Next in importance are cotton (37 square miles), sugar-cane
(25 square miles), and maize (IS square miles). Sugar-eane is
the most important and profitable crop of the autumn in the
biingar tracts of Delhi and Sonepat; melons are an important
crop of the extra. spring harvest on the river-side near the city.

The cultivated area increased only from 821 square miles
in 1881 to 867 in 1904, or by slightly more than 5 per cent.,
and there is little room for further extension. The character
of the cultivation has, however, been enormously improved by
the remodelling of the WESTERN ]UMNA CANAL, which has
caused the saline efflorescences and waterlogging, once cha-
racteristic of the canal-irrigated tracts, to disappear in great



measure. The draining of the Najafgarh jla! has also added
to the cultivated area, besides vastly improving the physical
well-being of the people. A good deal has been done in the
way of encouraging the people to take advances for .the
construction of wells, and 1'2 lakhs was advanced under the
Land IIDprovement Loans Act during the five y~rs ending
1904·

The cattle form an important feature of agricultural Cattle and
economy, and few Jats do not own a yoke of bullocks and a cow horses.
or buffalo, but the breeds are in no way peculiar. A horse fair
is held at .Delhi city, but the District does not produce
anything beyond the ordinary village pony. .The District
board :J;Ilaintains,one donkey and two horse stallions.

Of the total area cultivated in 1903-4, 322 square miles, or Irrigation.
37 per cent., were classed as irrigated. Of this .area, 161 square
miles were irrigated from wells alone, 941 acres from wells and
canals, and 159 square miles from canals alone. The new
Delhi branch of the Western Jumna Canal, which traverses
Sonepat and the northern part of the Delhi talzsfl, is estimated
to irrigate 129 square miles yearly. When the canal wa~
reopened under British rule, it was aligned for a great part
of its length in a valley, and the watercourses were equally
ill-constructed, often intersecting one another and running side
by side for long distances. The result was that almost
irretrievable damage' was done by waterlogging and saline
efflorescences, and the health of the people was seriously
impaired. Since 1880, however, the distributing system has
been entirely remodelled and about 386 miles of drainage
channels constructed. The result has been most encouraging,
and waterlogging with its attendant evils has almost entirely
disappeared. A small area is irrigated by the Najafgarh canal,
an escape which drains the Najafgarh jltl! and is now in
charge of the District board. The Agra Canal takes off from
the Jumna below Delhi, but flows at too Iowa level to give
much irrigation in this District.

The District contains 9,943 wells, besides 1,279 temporary
wells, lever wells, and water-lifts. The Persian wheel is the
commOnest way of raising water in the north, and the rope and
bucket in the south and centre. As there is no scope for the
extension of canal-irrigation, ,the chief means of protection
against famine is afforded by the construction of new. wells.

The only forests are 35'9 square miles of unclassed forests Forests.
and Government waste under the control of the Deputy_
Commissioner.
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London, the Allahabid, and the Upper India Banks j and
several cotton merchants have agents in the city. The great
trade avenue of the Chindni Chauk, already described; is
lined with the shops and warehouses of merchants, and is one
of the chief sights of interest to the visitor at Delhi.

Education. The principal educational institution was, until 1877, the
Delhi College, founded in 1792, but abolished in 1877, in order
to concentrate higher education in the Punjab University at
Labore. The chief school is now the municipal high school,
with six branch schools; other high schools are the Anglo-
Arabic, the Anglo-Sanskrit, St. Stephen's mission school, and
the Sbahzida high schoo~ maintained chiefly for poor descen-
dants of the Mughal imperial 'family. All these receive grants-
in-aid. The municipal high, school has been managed by the
Educational department since 1904. The city also has a
nonnal school, which trains vernacular teachers for primary
schools, a municipal industrial school, the aided middle
boarding-schools for girls of the Baptist Mission and the
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, and a school on
the Ytlnfini system of native medicine.

Faridl.bad.- Town in the Ballabgarh !alull of Delhi
District, Punjab, situated in 28° 25' N. and 77° "20' E.,
16 miles from Delhi, near the DeIhi-Muttra road and on the
Delhi-Agra branch of the Great Indian Peninsula' Railway.
Population (I901), 5,310. The town was founded in I607 by
Shaikh Farld, JahingIr's treasurer, to protect the high-road
from Delhi to Agra. It is of no commercial importance. The
municipality was created in 1867. The income during the ten
years ending 1902-3 averaged Rs. 5,9°0, and the expenditure
Rs. 5,800. The income in 1903-4 was Rs. 6,800. chiefly
derived from octroi; and the expenditure was Rs. 6,400. The
chief educational institutions are the Victoria Anglo-vernacular
riddle school (unaided), a vernacular middle school maintained
by the municipality, and the English station school (middle).
There is a Government diSpensary.

Indarpat.- Village in ~lhi District, Punjab, occupying the
site of the ancient Indraprastha, and situated in 28° 36' N. and
77° It' E., close to the modem city of Delhi. The original
town stood upon the banks of the Jumna, between the Kotila
of FIroz Shih and the tomb of HumiyfiD; and although the
river has now shifted its channel a Inile eastward, the former
bed may still be traced past the early site. Scarcely a stone
of the ancient capital remains standing; but the village of
Indarpat and the Muhammadan fort of Purina Kila probably



feature of the work is the employment of geometric open-work
patterns, which are carried out with a very high degree of
finish. The pottery is a kind of rough porcelain and has
certain artistic qualities. It is a comparatively modem art,
and is in the hands of only one or two craftsmen. An impor-
tant industry is gold and silver embroidery, chiefly carried on
by the dealers of the Chindni Chauk. Altbough the designs
are now showing signs of European influence, good Oriental
patterns ar5 still obtainable, and the art is in a fairly flourish-
ing condition. The manufacture of gold and silver wire to
carryon this industry employs a large number of hands.
These kandla kasllan, or wire-drawers,pay the municipality
yearly Rs. 25,000, 'in retupl for which it supervises the melting
and blending of the metal in a c.~tral ~orkshop, and thereby
gives it a guarantee of purity' whose ,value is undisputed
throughout India. Modern mill and factory industries have
made great progress in the city. The Delhi Cloth and General
Mills in i904 employed 624 hands, the Hanumin. and
Mabadeo Spinning and Weaving Mills 895, the Kishen
Cotton-Spinning Mill 575, and the Jumna. CottoQ-Spinning
Mills 388. The principal flour-mills are the Northern India
Flour-Mills with 107 employes, the Ganesh Flour-Mills with
178, and John's Flour-Mill with 113. The three sugar-eane
pressing factories employed 246 hands, and the three cotton-
ginning factories 305. Minor industries include printing,
biscuit-making, malting, and iron and brass-work. The total
number of factories, mills, &c., in 1904 was 23, and the 10tal
number of employes 3,364-

Delhi possesses a very considerable trade, though the Commerce
continuation of the North-Western Railway, on the. eastern and trade.

bank of the river has thr<;lwnit somewhat off the modem line
of traffic. It derives importance as a trade centre at present
owing to the fact that grain and piece-goods are free of octroi,
and it still forms the main entrep6t for commerce between
Calcutta or Bombay on the one side and Rajputana on the
other. The chief imports include chemicals,cotton, ,silk,
fibres, grain, oilseeds, ghI, metals, salt, horns and hides, and
European piece-goods. The exports consist of the same
articles in transit, together with tobacco, sugar, oil, jewellery,
and gold or silver lacework. Beyond the borders of the Pro-
vince, Delhi merchants correspond with those of Jind, Kabul,
Alwar, Bikaner, Jaipur, and the DOlib; while.with all the
Punjab towns they have extensive dealings. European finance
is represented by the Bengal, the National, the Delhi and
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and ascended by four great flights of granite steps. Above
rises the mausoleum, also a square, with a great dome of white
marble in the centre. About a mile to the westward is another
burying-ground, or collection of tombs and small mosques,
some of them very beautiful The most remarkable is perhaps
the little chapel in honour of a celebrated Muhammadan saint,
NizIm-ud-d1n, near whose shrine the members of the Mughal
imperial family, up to the time of the Mutiny, lie buried,
each in his own little enclosure, surrounded by very elegant
lattice-work of white marble.

The palaces of the nobles, which formerly gave an air of
grandeur to the city, have for the most part disappeared.
Their sites are occupied by structures of less pretension, but
still with some elegance of architectural design. The city is
now amply supplied with water; and much attention has of
late been paid to cleanliness and .sanitary requirements
generally.

The municipality was created in 1850. The income and .
expenditure during the ten years ending 1902-3 a~ed :
5.6 lakhs. The income in 1903-4 was 6'5 Jakhs', chiefly,
derived from octroi (3'1 lakhs), taxes on houses, 'lands,
animals, and vehicles, and tolls (1 lakh), municipal property'
and fines, &c. (Rs. 79,000), and sale of water(Rs. 4°,000);
and the expenditure was 5.8 lakhs, including general
administration (Rs. 77,000), public safety (Rs. 96,000), water-
supply (Rs. 40,000), conservancy (Rs. 83,000), hospitals and
dispensaries (Rs. 41,000), public works (Rs. 69,000), and
education (Rs. 33,ooo).

The ordinary garrison consists of a company of garrison
artillery and a detachment of British infantry in the Fort; a
native infantry regiment at Daryl Ganj; and a native cavalry
regiment, for which lines have recently been built in the old
cantonment, beyond the Ridge. The income and expenditure
of cantonment funds during the ten years ending 1902-3
averaged Rs. 12,200.

The occupations and industries of Delhi are numerous,
comprising jewellery, silversmith's work, brass and copper ware,
ivory~ng, pottery, weaving, gold and silver embroidery,
miniature painting, &c. For centuries the jewellery of Delhi
has had a worldwide reputation, but it is doubtful whether the
productions of the present day are equal to those of Mughal
times. Ivory-earving is carried on successfully by one or two
families, and within recent years some very beautiful caskets
and similar articles in this material have been produced. A



thoroughfares of Delhi, ten in number, thoroughly drained,
metalled, and lighted. The principal thoroughfare, the
Chandni Chauk, or 'silver street,' leads eastwards from the
Fort to the Lahore Gate, three-quarters of a mile long by
'14 feet broad. Throughout the greater part of its length, a
double row of trees runs down its centre on both sides of a
raised path, which has taken the place of th~ masonry aque-
duct that in former days conducted water from the canal into
the palace. A little to the south of the CMndni Chauk is
the Jama Masjid, or 'great mosque,' standing out boldly from
a small rocky rising ground. Begun by Shih JaMn in the
fourth year of his reign, and completed in the tenth, it still
remains one of the finest.buildings of its kind in India. The
front courtyard, 450 feet square, surrounded by a cloister
open on both sides, is paved with granite inlaid with marble,
and commands a view of the whole city. The mosque itself, a
splendid structure forming an oblong 261 feet in length, is
approached by a magnificent flight of stone steps. Three
domes of white marble rise from its roof, with two tall and
graceful minarets at the comers in front. The interior of the
mosque is paved throughout with white marble, and the walls
and roof are lined with the same material. Two other mosques
deserve a passing notice>: the Kali Masjid or 'black mosque,'
so called from the dark colour given to it by time, and
supposed to have been built by one of the early Afghan
sovereigns; and the mosque of Roshan-ud~aula. Among the
more modem buildings may be mentioned the Residency, now
occupied by the Government high school; the town hall, a
handsome building in the Chindni Chauk, containing a Darbar
hall with a good collection of pictures, a museum, and a public
library; and the Church of St. James, built at a cost of
£10,000 by Colonel Skinner, an officer well·known in the
history of the East India Company. About half-way down the
Chandni Chauk is a high clock-tower. North of the Chil.ndni
Chauk lie the Queen's gardens. Beyond the city walls the
civil lines stretch away on the north as far 'as the historic
Ridge, about a mile outside. To the west and south-west
considerable suburbs cluster beyond the waIls, containing the
tombs of the imperial family. That of Humiiy11nis a noble
building of red sandstone with a dome of marble. It lies
about 31 miles from the Delhi Gate in a large garden of
terraces, the whole surrounded by an embattled wall, with
towers and .four gateways. In the centre stands a, platform
about 20 feet high by 200 feet square, supported by cloisters,



the city walls. North-west of the Fort, up to the KashmIr
Gate, lies an open space in which are situated the public offices
and St. James's Church. South of this and separated from
it by the railway line lies another open space devOted to the
public gardens; and in the south-east corner of the city, in the
quarter known as Dary! Ganj, is the cantonment. The area
thus occupied covers nearly one-half of the entire city; it pre-
sents a comparatively open appearance, and forms a marked
contrast to the south-west quarter of the city, which is densely
occupied by the shops and dwellings of the native population.

The architectural glories of Delhi are famous alike in Indian
and European literature. It is impossible in a brief notice like
the present to attempt any adequate description of them.
They are described in Mr. Fergusson's History of Intlian anti
Eastern A,d,itechtre (1876), in Mr. Fanshawe's .D~l1liPast aNl
Presmt (1902), and in many other works. The palace of Shih
Jahan, perhaps less picturesque and more sober in tone than
that of Agra, has the advantage of being built on a more
uniform plan, and by the most magnificent of the royal builders
of India. It forms a parallelogram, measuring 1,600 feet east
and west by 3,202 feet north and south, exclusive of the gate-
ways. Passing the deeply-recessed portal, a vaulted hall is
entered, rising two storeys, 375 feet long, like the nave of
a gigantic Gothic cathedral'::":"the noblest entrance,' says
Mr. Fergusson, 'to any existing palace.' Facing this entrance is
the Naubat Khina or 'music hall,' and beyond is the great
court of the palace, in the middle of which stands the Diwan-i-lirn
or 'hall of public audience.' Behind this again is a court con-
taining the Rang Mahal or 'painted chamber.' North of this
central range of buildings stands the Dlwan-i-khis or 'private
audience hall,' which forms, 'if not the most beautiful, certainly
the most ornamented of all Shih Jabln's buildings.' It over-
hangs the river, and nothing can exceed the delicacy of its
inlaid work or the poetry of its design. It is on -the walls
of this hall that the. famous inscription runs, , If there is a heaven
on earth, it is this-it is this I South of the central range
of buildings an area, measuring about 1,000 feet way, was
occupied by the harem and private apartments of the palace,
covering, consequently, more than twice the area of the Escurial,
or, in fact, of any palace in Europe.

The buildings in the native city are chiefly of brick, well-
built, and substantial. The smaller streets are narrow and
tortuous, and in many cases end in &uIs-de-StZC. On the other
hand, no city in India has finer streets than the main
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his authority in Delhi, which became the alternate prey of
Mghans and Marathas until 1771, when the latter party restored
the emperor to the city of his ancestors. In 1788 a Maratha
garrison permanently occupied the palace, and Shah Alam
remained a prisoner in the hands of Sindhia until the British
conquest. On March 14, 18°3, Lord :bake, having defeated
the Marathas, entered Delhi, and took the emperor under his
protection. Next year, Holkar attacked the city; but Colonel
(afterwards Sir David) Ochterlony, first British Resident, success-
fully held out against overwhelming numbers for eight days,I
until relieved by Lord Lake. The conquered territory was
administered by the British in the name of the emperor, while
the palace remained under his jurisdiction.

The story of the Mutiny at Delhi and of the restoration
of British sovereignty belongs to Indian rather than to local
history. Delhi was recovered in September, 1851, and re-
mained for a while under military government; and it became
necessary, owing to the frequent murders of European soldiers,
to expel the population fora while from the city. Shortly
after, the Hindu inhabitants were freely readmitted; but tp~
Muhamma.dans were still rigorously excluded, till the restota-
tion of the city to the civil authorities on January II, 1858.

Delhi has on two occasions since the Mutiny been the scene
of Imperial assemblages: in 1877 when Queen Victoria was
proclaimed EmpreSs of India, and in 1903 to celebrate the
accession of Edward VII.

The modern city of Delhi extends for over 2 miles along the Modern
west bank of the. river J umna, and on the other three sides Delhi.
is enclosed bya lofty stone wall 31 miles in length, built by
Shah ]abAn, and reconstructed by the British at the beginning
of the last century. It was once entered by fourteen gates,
eight on the land side and six leading to the river; but many
of these have now been removed. Of those that remain, the
principal are: on the north the Kashmir Gate, on the west
the Farllsh Khana. and Ajmer Gates, and on the south the
Delhi Gate. The imperial palace, now known as the Fort,
lies to the east of the city, and abuts directly on the river.
H is surrounded on three sides by an imposing wall of red
sandstone, with small round towers, and gateways on the west
and south.

On the north-east of the Fort is the outwork of SalImgarh.
At this point the East Indian Railway enters the city by
a magnificent bridge across the Jumna, passing over SaIImgarh
and through a comer of the Fort to the railway station within
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In December, 1398, while rival claimants of the house of
Tughlak were fighting for the remnants of the kingdom, the
hordes of Timfu reached Delhi. Mahmad Shah II, the
nominal king, fled to Gujarlt, after his army had suffered a
defeat beneath the walls; and nmur, entering the city, gave
it over for five days to plunder and massacre. Dead bodies
choked the streets; and when at last even the Mongol appetite
for carnage was satiated, the host retired, dragging with them
into slavery large numbers of both men and women. For two
months~lhi remained absol?tely without govemm~t, until
Mahmfid hah recovered a miserable fragment of hiS former
empire. In 1412 he died; and his successors, the Saiyid
vassals of the Mongols, held Delhi, with a petty principality
in the neighhourhood, until 1450, when the Lodi dynasty
succeeded to the Muhammadan empire. 'In 1503 Sikandat II

. made Agra the capital of the empire, but Delhi retained much
of its former importance. After his defeat of Ibrihlm II, the
last of the Lodis, at Panipat,. Bibar entered Delhi in 1526, but
resided mainly at Agra. Humayiln removed to Delhi, ~d:
built or restored the fort of PurDna Kila on the site of Indra-.
prastha. The Afghan Sher Shih, who drove out Humayfin in
1540, enclosed and fortified the city with a new wall. One
of his approaches,.Jmown as the Lil Darwaza or 'red gate,'
still stands isolated on the roadside, facing the modem jail.
The fortress of Sallmgarh preserves the name of a son of Sher
Shah. Humayfin's tomb forms one of the most striking
architectural monuments in the neighbourbood. Akbar and
Jabingfr .usually resided at Agra, Labore, or Ajmer. Shih
J aban rebuilt the city on its present site, surrounding it with
the existing fortifications and adding the title of Shabjahin-
ii.had from his own name. He also built the Jima Masjicl,
and reopened the Western Jumna Canal. From his time, ex-
cept for brief periods, Delhi remained the head-quarters of the
Mughal' emperors. In 1737, during the, reign of Muhammad
Shah, Baji Rao, the Marathii. Peshwa, appeared beneath its
walls. Two years later, Nadir Shah entered the city in triumph
and re-enacted the massacre of ,Timfu. For 58 days the
victorious Persian plundered rich and poor alike, and left the
city with a booty estimated at nine millions sterling. Before
the final disruption of the decaying empire in 176o, the unhappy
capital was twice devastated by civil war, sacked by Ahmad
Shah Durrii.ni, and finally spoiled by the rapacious Marathis.
Alamgir II, the last real emperor, was murdered in 1759.
Shah Alam, who assumed the empty title, could not establish



to nearly 9 feet at the summit. The shaft consists of five
storeys, enclosing a spiral staircase, and was crowned by a now
broken cupola, which fell during an earthquake in 1803. The
original purpose of the minaret was doubtless as a muazzin's
tower, whence the call to morning and evening prayer might
be heard throughout the whole city. The site chosen for the
mosque was that already occupied by the iron pillar, which
forms the central ornament of the inner courtyard. Around
in every direction spreads a heap of splendid ruins, the most
important of which are the tomb of Altamsh and the unfinished
minaret of Ala-ud-din, commenced in r3r I.

During the reign of the Slave kings, a queen, for the only
time in its history, sat on the throne of the Muhammadan
empire of Delhi. As the patriot Hungarians, in the annals
of modem Europe, drew their swords for Rex Maria Theresa,
so her subjects gave to queen Raziya the masculine title of
Sultiin.

The Slave dynasty retained the sovereignty till 1290, when
Jalal-ud-din, Khilji, founded a new line. During the reign
of his nephew and successor, Al!-ud-dIn, Delhi was twice
unsuccessfully attacked by Mongol hordes, who swept into the
country from Central Asia.

In r32I the house of Tughlak succeeded to the empire;
and Ghiyas-ud-dln, its founder, erected a new capital, Tughlak-
abad, on a rocky eminence some 4 miles farther to the east.
Remains of a massive citadel, and deserted streets or lanes,
still mark the spot on which this third metropolis arose; but
no human inhabitants now frequent the vast and desolate ruins.
Ghiyas-ud-din died in 13~5, and was succee!ded by his son
Muhammad bin Tughlak, who thrice attempted to remove the
seat of government and the whole population from Delhi to
Daulatiibad in the Deccan, more than 800 miles away. Thn
BaUita gives a graphic picture of the desolate city, with its
magnificent architectural works, and its bare, unpeopled houses.
Firoz Shah Tughlak once more removed the site of Delhi to
a new town, Firozabad; which appears to have occupied aU the
ground between the tomb of Humiiyiln and the Ridge. Amid
the ruins of this prince's palace, just outside the modem south
gate, stands one of the famous pillars originally erected by
Asoka, in the third century B. c. This monolith, 42 feet in
height, is known as Firoz Shah's liit or pillar, as it was brought
by him from Topra near Khizrabiid in the District of Ambila.
It is composed of pale pink sandstone, and bears a Pill
inscription, first deciphered by Mr. Prinsep.



again in the earth j but as a punishment for his want of faith,
it appeared that no force could restore it to its place as before.
Hence the city derived its name DhilY, from the fact that the
column remained loose (dlzlla) in the ground. Unfortunately
for the legend, not only does the inscnption prove its falsity,
but the name of DillJ is undoubtedly earlier than the rise of
the Tomar dynasty.

Anang Pal, who seems to have ~ome from Kanauj, ruled a
petty principality extending to Hinsi on the north, the Ganges
on the east, and Agra on the south. His dynasty lasted just
a century, until IISI, when it was supplanted by Vrsaldev or
Bfsaldeo, a Chauhin chief of Ajmer. Brsaldeo's grandson, the
famous Prithwr Rij or Rai Pithora, ruled both Delhi and
Ajmer, and built the city which bore his name at the former
place. The walls of this city may still be traced for a long
distance round the Kutb Minar. From Delhi Rai Pithora in
1191 led his Hindu vassals and allies to defeat Muhammad of
Ghor at Tnu,wARI, but in the following year he met with Ii
decisive o"Verthrowat that place. With his death the history;
of Hindu Delhi ends. In 1193 Kutb-ud-dIn, Muhammad'~'
slave general, took Delhi; and on his master's death in 1206

it became the capital of the Slave dynasty to whom Old Delhi
owes its grandest ruins.. Kutb-ud-dIn's mosque was com-
menced, according ti:r the inscription on its entrance archway,
immediately after the capture of the city in 1193. It was com-
pleted in three years, and enlarged during the reign of Altamsh,
son-in-law of the founder, and the greatest monarch of the line.
This mosque consists of an outer and inner courtyard, the
latter surroUnded by an exquisite colonnade, whose richly
decorated shafts have been torn from the precincts of Hindu
temples. Originally a thick coat of plaster concealed from the
believer's eyes the profuse idolatrous ornamentations; but the
stucco has now fallen away, reve.iUingthe delicate workmanship
of the Hindu artists in all its pristine beauty. Eleven magni-
ficent arches close its western fa~e, Muhammadan in outline
and design, but carried out in detail. by Hindu workmen, as
the intricate lace-work which covers every portion of the arcade
sufficiently bears witness. Ibn' Batilta, the MoOrish traveller,
who was a magistrate in Delhi and saw the mosque about
ISO years after its erection, describes it as unequalled for either
beauty or extent. The Kutb MinAr, another celebrated monu-
ment of the great Slave king, stands in the south-east corner of
the outer courtyard of the mosque. It rises to a height oC 238
feet, tapering gracefully from a diameter of 47 feet at the base



of 1857 and the estate corifiscated. The municipality was
created in 1867. The income during the ten years ending
1902-3 averaged Rs. 7,000, and the expenditure Rs. 6,3°0•
The income in 1903-4 was Rs. 8,700, chiefly derived from
octroi; and the expenditure was Rs. 6,900. The town Possesses
a vernacular middle school and a dispensary.

Delhi City (DeM or Di/Ii).-Head-quarters of the Delhi
Division, District, and talml, Punjab, and former capital of
the Mughal empire, situated in 280 39' N. and 770 IS' E.,
on the west bank of the Jumna; distant from Calcutta 956
miles, from Bombay 982 miles, and from Karlchi 907 miles.
The population at the last three enumerations was: (1881)
173,393, (1891) 192,579, and (1901) 208,575. The increase
during the last decade is greatly due to the devdopment of
mill industries~ The population in 1901 included. 114.417
Hindus, 88,460 Muhammadans, 3,266 Jains, 2,164 Christians,
and 2:29 Sikhs.

Th(: area close to where the northernmost spur of the Ari- Hittory.
valli Hills abuts on the J umna has from remote times been the-
site of one great city after another. First of these is the city .
of Indraprastha, founded, according to the tradition preserved
in the Maha.bha.rata, by the Plindava chief Yudhishthira. In-
draprastha was, howeverl. only one of the five. Jrasthas or
'plains,' which included Sonepat, P!nIpat, Pilpat, and Bighpat.
Firishta has preserved a tradition that Delhi or Dillf was
founded by a Raja DhiIu before the Macedonian invasion;
but as an historical city Delhi dates omy from the middle of
the eleventh century A. D., when Anang PAl, a Rajput chief of
the Tomar clan, built the Red Fort, in which the Kutb Mina.r
now stands, and founded a town. He also removed the

il;':

famous iron pillar on which are inscribed the eulogies of
Chandra Gupta Vikramaditya, probably from Muttra, and set
it up in 1°52 as an adjunct to a group of temples.. This
remarkable relic consists of a solid shaft of metal 16 inches
in diameter and about 23 feet in height, set in masonry, 3 feet
of it being below the surface. Tradition indeed asserts that a
holy Brahman assured the Rajl that the pillar had been driven
SO deeply into the earth that it reached the head of Vasuki,
the serpent king who supports the world, and, consequently,
had become immovable, whereby the dominion was ensured
for ever to the dynasty of its founder. The incredulous Rajl
ordered the monument to be dug up, when its base was found
reddened with the blood of the serpent king. Thus convinced,
Anang Pil at once commanded that the shaft should be sunk
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in 1891. The head-quarters are at DELHI CITY (popula-
tion, 208.575). and it also contains i43 villages. The land
revenue and cesses amounted in 1903-4 to 3'4 1akhs.The
eastern portion of the faluillies in the Jumna lowlands. From
the city southwards stretches a line of low quartzite hills, while
the south-west comer is occupied by the Najafgarh jlzil. The
rest of the talull consists of a fertUe upland plain, poorly
wooded and with a light rainfall, but for the most part irrigated
by the Western Jumna Canal.

Sonepat TahsIl (Sonpat) •.,.-Nortbem talullof Delhi Dis-
trict, Punjab, lying between 28° 49' II1d 29° 14' N. and 76°
48' and 77° 13' E., with an area of 460 square miles. It lies
to the west of the river Jurona, whi.s separates it from the
Meerut and Bulandshahr Districts or the United Provinces.
The population in 1901 was 203.338, compared With 189.490
in 1891. It contains the town ofSoNEl',h.T(population, 12,99°),
the head-quarters, and 224 villages. The land revenue and

.cesses amounted in 1903-4 to 4'1 lakbs. The eastern portion
of the talull lies in the Jumna lowlandl. The upland plateau
to the west is irrigated by the Western 1umna Canal.;

Ballabgarh Tahsil.-Southem tw/zsll of Delhi District,
Punjab. lying between 28° 12' and 2S- 36' N. and 77° 7' and
77° 31' E.• with an area of 395 squant. miles. It lies to the
west of the river J1unna, which separates it from the Buland-

.shahr District of the United Provinces. The population in
1901 was 126,693, compared with n9t6S2 in 1891. It con-
tains the towns of BALLABGARH(population, 4.506) the head-
quarters, and FARiDABAn(s.310); and 247 villages. The land
revenue and cesses in 1903-4 amouDled to 2'7 lakhs. The
country is in general bare and treeleu. On the east lie the
Jumna lowlands. while the hills that run south from the Delhi
Ridge cross the western portion of the taluil. The rest con-
sists of a plain of sandy loam.

Ballabgarh Town.-Head-qua.rtecs of the taW-of the
same name in Delhi District, Punjab, situated in 28° 20' N.
and 77° 20' E., 24 miles south of Delhi on the Delhi-Muttra
road and the Delhi-Agra branch of tho Great Indian Peninsula
Railway. Population (19oi), 4.506. The name Ballabgarh
is a corruption of Balrimgarh. C the f~ of Bahim,' a Jit chief
who held the surrounding country UDlferSUraj Mal ofBharat-
pur. and built the fort and palace. In 1775 the estate was
transferred by the Delhi emperor to Ajlt Singh, whose son
Ba.h4dur Singh was recognized in ISqI as chief, and built the
town. His successor was hanged for .mplicity in the Mutiny



rauli and Najafgarh. Outside these, local affairs are managed
by the District board, whose income amounted in 1903-4 to a
lakh. The expenditure in the same year was also a lath, of
which a fifth was devoted to education. .

The regular police force consists of 1,023 of all ranks, in- ~C?liceand
eluding 539 municipal police, under a Superintendent, who Jads. .
usually has one Assistant and one Deputy-Superintendent (m
charge of the city) and six inspectors under him. Village
watchmen number 924. There are 14 police stations, of which
3 are in the city, 8 outposts,.and 10 road-posts. The I>istrict
jail in the city bas accompiodation for 536 pri~ners.

Delhi stands fifth amo~ the twenty-eight Districts of the Education.
Province in respect of ·the literacy of its population. In
19o1 the proportion of literate persons was 4.6 Per cent.
(8 males and 0·6 females). The number of pupils under in-
struction was 5,210 in '~88;()-I,8,I24 in 1890-1, 9,525 in
1900-1, and 10,644 in 1,9031-+ In the last year the District
had 2 Arts colleges, 14 'secondary, 110 primary, one training,
and 3 special (public) .schools,and I2 'advanced and 123
elementary (private) schqols,with 570 girls in the public and
277 in the private schoo~ The total expenditure on education
in 1903-4 was 2 lakhs, of which Rs. 19.000 was derived from
District funds, Rs. 18,OOQfrom municipalities, and RS.73,000
from Provincial funds.

The public medical m$titutions are the municipal Dufferin Hos~tals
Hospital and two dispensaries in the city, and 6 outlying ::':~es.
dispensaries. In 1904 I these treated a total of 131,050
out-patients and 2,299 'in-patients, and 5,975 operations
were' performed. The' total expenditure was Rs. 3°,000, the
greater pilrt of which met from municipal and District
funds. Besides the ins~tUtions mentioned above, the city
possesses the St. Stepher).'s Hospital (Cambridge Mission) for
women, and the Baptist dispensary. The Victoria Memorial
Zanana. Hospital,. erected.~ata cost of one lakh"was opened in
December, 1906.' .

The number of successfJIIYaccinationsin 1903-4 was 27,280, Vaccina-
representing 39'7 per IJ;oO; of the population. Vaccination lion.
is com.pulsory only in Delhi city and Sonepat town. .

[D. C. ]. lbbetson, IJistrid Gautteer (1883-4); R. Mac-
onachie, SeftlemenlReJor/ (1882).] . .
Delhi Tahsil.-CentpI talisil of Delhi District, Punjab,

lying between 28° 3ct'and28C>SJ'N. and 76° 51' and 77° 17' E.,
to the west of the river JuJDna,with an area 'of429 square miles.
ThepopuIation in I901;~was359,008, compared with 329.547
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adminis-
tration.

two sit at head-qua~s, and .one in each tallsit. The
predominant forms of crime are burglary and theft.

The only peculiarity as regards tenure ofland is that in a
few villages superior and .inferior proprietors are found; the
settlement is (with one exception) made with the latter, the
superior proprietors merely receiving a charge of 5 to xo per
cent. on the revenue. The nature of the early revenue
assessments appears to have been ~ery summary. They were
made, as far as possible, on the basis of existing arrangements,
and were for short terms only. The administration, from
annexation to x841,. was harsh and unsympathetic. The
Sonepat and Delhi lalzsi's were regularly settled in x842 and
1844. and Ballabgarhafter its confiscation in 1857. The
Settlement officer in 1842 reduced the demand in Sonepat,
and excused himself for so doing by pointing out that the
greatest difficulty had been invariably experienced in realizing
the Government demand; that notwithstanding strenuous and
well-sustained efforts the District officers and their sub-
ordinates had been baffled, and that large balances had
frequently remained uncollected. ~uctions were made in
all talzsils at the regular settlement.. The settlement of. the
whole District was revised between 1872 1880. The
revenue rates on land irrigated from wells varied from Rs~ 4 to
8 annas, on flooded land from RS.2-8 to Rs. 2, and on
unirrigated land from Rs. X-IO to 10 annas. Canal lands were
assessed at 'dry' !!ltes of about Rs. 1-8, Rs. 3 being paid as
occupier's rate for the use of the water, plus an extra Rs. 1-8
as owner's rate. Villages on the Najafgarhjkl/were charged a
fluctuating assessment on the area cultivated, varying from
Rs. 6 to Rs. x-8 according to the nature of the crop. The new
assessment resulted in an increase of Rs. 45,000. A change
was made in 1895 in the method of realizing canal reYe1lue,
and the system then adQpted remains in foree. The land
revenue demand in 19°3-4, including cesses, was xo lakhs.
The average size of a proprietary holding is 3 acres.

The collections of land revenue alone and of total revenue
are shown below, in thousands of rupees :-

•880-•• '890-1• '900-1• 1905-4-

Land reTenue 8,60 8;12 7,68 8,06
Total revenue II,57 lI,~ 15,10 I6,u

Localand The District contains four municipalities, DELHI, SONEPAT,
municipal. BALLABGARH,and FARiDABAD;and two 'notified areas,' Mah-
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followed the invasion by Nadir Shah; and again in 177o,
1783-4, 1803-4, 1813-4, and in 1825-6, when the Sonepat
tansi/was severely affected and the entire revenue was
remitted. In 1832-4 and 1837-8 bread riots occurred, and
unlimited relief was offered to those who would work. The
famine of 1860-1 was severe, and 2'7 lakhs was expended
on relief works and gratuitous relief, representing a. total
number of 12,000 persons relieved for a whole year. The
famine of 1865 was not severe in Delhi. In the famine of
1868-9 relief works were provided, and altogether Rs. 14,000
expended, including Rs. 9,000 from private subscriptions. The
famine of 1877-8 did not materially affect Delhi. In 1896-7
there was considerable distress, wheat and lJiijra sold at 71 and
8i seers per rupee respectively, and more than 3,000 persons
were employed on relief works, and about 4,000 received food
at kitchens. Scarcity again supervened in 1899-19°0, but in
spite of unfavourable local conditions the people did not resort
to the main relief work provided. The District is small; it
contains ala.rge city centrally situated, and there is at aU times
a demand for labour. The greatest daily average of persons
relieved in 1899-19°0 was 4,374; Rs. 40,694 were spent in
wages on earthwork, and the cost incurred by the municipality
was Rs. 5,699.

The District is in charge of a Deputy-Commissioner, aided District
hy five Assistant or Extra ASSistant Commissioners, of whom s!1bdivi-

d.. b f h . . h h' Slonsanone IS m c arge 0 t e District treasury. T e treasury ere IS staff.
the Bank of Bengal, and there is a currency dep6t at the
courthouse. The District L'i divided into three taltsf/s, each
under a ta1lsildar and a nai1J.taluildiir. Delhi city is also
the head-quarters of the Superintending Engineer, Western
Jumna Canal circle, and of the Executive Engineer, Delhi
Provincial division.

Civil judicial work is under a District Judge, from whom Civil
appeals lie to the Divisional Judge of the Delhi Civil Division. j~ce and
He is aided by an Extra Assistant Commissioner, who is solely cnme.
employed on civil judicial work and may be replaced by a
Munsif, a Small Cause Court Judge, and one Munsif, besides
whom the other Assistant and Extra. Assistant Commissioners
and the tamiltJiirs help in civil judicial work. There is an
honorary Extra Assistant Commissioner at head-quarters. The
civil work, arising mainly out of the large and growing trade of
the city, is very heavy. The Divisional Judge is also Sessions
Judge of the Dclhi Civil Division. There are sixteen honorary
magistrates, of whom twelve constitute a bench for the city,
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Railways
and roads.

Chalk is obtained in small· quantities from two villages,
where it is dug out of a rude mine, made by sinking a shaft
30 or 40 feet deep, and driving horizontal tunnels. The output
is about 15,000 maunds annually. The work is done by
menial castes, who get 2} annas a day for work below, and
Ii or 2 annas for work on the surface. Kankar is quarried in
about 125 villages, and a quartz-like building-stone is also
found. A crystal mine, formerly worked at Arangpur, has long
been abandoned. A certain lJ,mOunt of crude saltpetre is
manufactured; and a saltpetre refinery in Delhi city turns out
about 2,500 maunds annually.

The District possesses no arts or manufactures of any impor-
tance except those of the city. Similarly the commerce
of the District all centres in the city, that of the rest of the
District consisting merely in the inttm:hange of agricul-
tural produce for piece-goods, iron,· and other necessaries.
Of the twenty-four factories in the District, which in 1904

employed 3,494 hands, all are in the city except a cotton-
ginning and pressing factory at Sonepat, where the number
of hands employed in 1904 was 130.

Delhi is in connexion with six railway systems. The East
Indian, North-Western, and Oudh and· Rohilkhand Railways
enter it from Ghizilibad junction, crossing the Jumna by an
iron bridge. The Delhi-Ambala-Kalka Railway runs north-
wards from the city, and the RAjputana-Malwi Railway
traverses the District for a short distance in the direction of
Gurgaon. A line from Delhi to Agra was opened in 1904.
The Jumna is navigable during the rainy season, and the
Western Jumna Canal, continued as far as Delhi by the Okhla
Navigation Canal, is navigable all the year round. Good
metalled roads connect the city with Lahore, Agra, Jaipur, and
Hissar; while a network of local trade-lines runs in'~ery
direction to the various minor towns. The Distric~1Ias
altogether i43 miles of metalled and 499 of unmetaned roads,
all of .which, except 104 miles of metalled and 83 of
unmetalled roads under the Public Works department, are
maintained by the District board. The Jurnna is crossed by
four ferries, and the railway bridge at Delhi has a subway
for ordinary wheeled traffic.

The history of famine goes back to the year 1345 in the
time of Muhammad bin Tughlak, when it is recorded that
men ate one another. Subsequent famines occurred in 1631,
in the time of Shah Jahan; in 1661, under Aurangzeb, a
severe famine; in 1739, under Muhammad Shih, famine
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