JULLUNDUR DIVISION

Jullundur Division (/J&landhar).—A Division of the
Punjab, stretching from the borders of Tibet on the north-east
across the valleys of the Upper Beas and the Sutlej to the
borders of the Bikaner desert on the south-west. It lies
between 29° 55" and 32° 59" N. and 73° 52" and 78° 42’ E.
The Commissioner’s head-quarters are at the town of Jullundur.
The Division comprises all varieties of scene and soil, from the
tumbled masses of -the Outer Himalayas, in Kulii and Kingra,
to the fertile plains of Jullundur or the arid tracts of Feroze-
pore. The population increased from 3,787,945 in 1881 to
4,2:7,670 in 189r, and to 4,306,662 in 1gor. The area is
19,410 square miles, and the density of population 222 persons
per square mile, as compared with zog for the Province as
awhole. In 1gor Hindus formed 52 per cent. of the popula-
tion (2,242,490), while other religions included 1,457,193
Muhammadans, 591,437 Sikbs,’5,562 Jains, 4,176 Buddhists,
33 Parsts, and 5,766 Christians (of whom 1,019 ‘were natives).
‘The Division contains five Districts, as shown below:—

. Arex Population Land n(svenne )aqd

istri . 1903~4), in

Diserit. - . Pafes | (900 | thonsands of rapecs.
Kingra . . . 978 768,124 10,73
Hoshiarpar . . 21244 989:782 16,41
Jullonder .-, . 1,431 917,587 17,75
Ludhiina . . . 1,455 673,007 12,43
Ferozepore . . . 4:302 958,072 14,37
Total | 19,410 4,306,662 71,58

Of these, Kangra liés entirely in the hills, sloping away to the
submontane District of Hoshiarpur. The restlie in the plains.
The Division contains 6,415 villages and 37 towns, of which
the following had in 190r a population exceeding 20,000 :
JULLUNDUR (67,735), FEROZEPORE (49,341), and LUDHIANA
(48,649). Besides the administrative charge of these British
Districts the Commissioner has political control over five
Native States, which are shown on the next page, with their
area and population.
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The total population of these Native States increased from .;i%

620,203 in 1881 to 709,811 in 1891, and 745,490 in 1901, Of ;
whom 52} per cent. are Hindus (392,148), while other religions ,,
include 245,403 Muhammadans, 105,304 Sikhs, 1,993 Jains,.,
573 Buddhists, 4 Parsis, and 65 Christians. The density of
the population is 244 persons per square mile. The States .
contain 1,053 villages and 12 towns, of which Mirer Koria ;

(21,122) alone exceeds 20,000 persons. .
B

i P
State. lqu:lrem m‘ael. !1;01)i.on
Kapfirthala . . . 630 314,351
Mandi . . . 1,300 17:’,025
Miler Kotla « e 167 77,506
Suket . . . . . 20 | 54,696
Fmdkot . . . . 42 134,012
Total | 3059 | 745490

Ludhisna, Ferozepore, and Jullundur are the only tovms of
commercial importance, while Kangra and Jawila. Mukhi 1
famous for their religious associations. The Division pragq—/
cally corresponds to the ancient Hindu kmgdom of Tnga;tq.
Kangra fort has been many times besieged, while more recent .’;j
battlefields are those of Mudki, Ferozeshah, Aliwil, agd
Sobraon in the first Sikh War (1845).

Boun- Kangra District.—North-easternmost Dlstnct of ﬁ;e
d‘““"”"' ]ullundur Dmsmn, Punjab, lying between 31° 21’ and 3: :
and hill = 59" N., and 75° 37° and 78° 42’ E., with an estimated aréa
:;ge tiver of 9,998 square miles. It is bounded on the north-west by
Chamba State ; on the north by Kashmir territory; on the
east by Tibet; on the south-east by Bashahr State; on the
south by the Kotga.rh villages of Simla District, a.nd by the
States of Kumhirsain, Sangri, Suket, Mandr, and Bilaspur;
on the south-west by the District of Hoshiarpur ; and on the
west by Gurdaspur. It stretches eastwards from the plains of
the Bari and Jullundur Dodbs across the Himilayan ranges
to the borders of Tibet, and comprises two distinct tracts
which lie on either side of the Quter Himalayas and present
very diverse natural features. Of these two tracts the westermn -
block, which constitutes Kangra proper, is described in this
article. This portion, which lies south of the Dhaola Dhﬁr
range of the Outer Himalayas, consists of an irregular triangle,
whose base lies upon the Hoshidrpur border, while the Native
States of Chamba and Mandi constrict its upper portion fo
a narrow neck, known as Bangihal, at one point less than
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10 miles in width. Beyond this, the eastern block expands
once more like an hour-glass, and embraces the Kuld sub-
division, which comprises the faAs#/s of KuLt and Saraj and
the mid-Himilayan cantons of LAHUL and SpiT1, each of which
merits separate description.

Of the total estimated area of 9,978 square miles, 2,039 are
in Kiangra proper. This is the more important part of the
District as regards population and cultivation, and comprises
two wide and fertile valleys. The Kangra valley lies between
the Dhaola Dhir and-the long irregular mass of lower hills
which run, almost parallel to the Dhaola Dhar, from north-
west to south-south-east. The second valley runs between
these hills and the Sola Singhi range, and thus lies parallel to
the Kingra valley. On the north-west the District includes
the outlying spurs which form the northern continuation of the
Sola Singhi, running down to the banks of the Beas and Chakki,
and it also embraces the western slopes of that range to .the
south. The Kingra valley is famous for its beauty, the charm
lying not so much in the rich cultivation and perpetual verdure
of the valley itself as in the constant yet ever-changing view of
the Dhaola Dhar, whose snowy peaks rise sheer above the
valley, sometimes to 13,000 feet, and present a different phase
of beauty at each turn in the road. The Z2/uka of Bangihal
forms the connecting link between Kiangra propér and Kuli,
and is divided by the Dhaola Dhar into two parts: to the north
‘Bard or Greater Bangdhal, and to the south Chhotd or Lesser
Bangahal. ’

Although the general trend of the three main ranges which
enclose the valleys of Kiangra proper is from north-west to
south-east-by-south, its one great river, the Beis, flows through
this part of the District from east to west. Entering the centre
of its eastern border at the southern head of the Kingra valley,
it runs past Sujinpur Tira in a narrow gorge through the
central mass of hills, flowing westwards with a southerly trend
as far as Nadaun. Thence it turns sharply to the north-west,
flowing through the valley past Dera Gopipur; and gradually
winding westward, it passes between the northern slopes of the
Sola Singhi range and the hills forming its continuation to
the north. The remainder of the District is singularly devoid
of great streams. The Kangra valley is drained by several
torrents into the Beds, the principal of these flowing in deep
gorges through the central hills.

All three facies of the stratified rocks of the Himilayas are Geology.
to be found. To the north in Spiti, the Tibetan zone is repre-
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sented by a series of beds extending in age from Cambrian to

Cretaceous ; this is separated from the central zone by the

granite range between Spiti and Kuli. The rocks of the
central zone consist of slates, conglomerate, and limestone,
representing the infra-Blaini and overlying systems of the Simla
area. Still farther to the south the third or sub-Himilayan
zone consists of shales and sandstones (Sirmiir series) of Lower
Tertiary age, and sandstones and conglomerates belonging to
the Upper Tertiary Siwilik series. The slate or quartz-mica-
schist of the central zone is fissile, and of considerable value
for roofing purposes; it is quarried at and round Kanhiira.
Gypsum occurs in large quantity in Lower Spiti.!

The main valley is the chief Siwalik tract in the Province,
but its flora is unfortunately little known. An important
feature is the existence of considerable forests of the cAlr
(Pinus longifolia), at comparatively low elevations. Kuli (or
the upper valley of the Beis) has a rich temperate flora at the
higher elevations ; in the lower valleys and in Quter Saraj (on

the right bank of the Sutlej) the vegetation is largely sub-

tropical, with a considerable western element, including

Clematis orientalis, a wild olive, &c. The flora of British

LanvuL, the Chandra-Bhaga or Chenib valley, and SpiTi, are
entirely Tibetan,

The forests of Kangra District used to abound in game of
all descriptions ; and of the larger animals, leopards, bears,
hyenas, wolves, and various kinds of deer are still fairly
common. Tigers visit the District occasionally, but are
not indigenous to these hills, The ibex is found in Lihul,
Spiti, Kuld, and Bard Bangihal ; and the musk deer in Kulil
and on the slopes of the Dhaola Dhiar. The wild hog is
common in many forests in the lower ranges. Of smaller

quadrupeds, the badger, porcupine, pangolin, and otter are’

commonly found. Different species of wild cat, the flying
squirrel, hare, and marmot abound in the hills, The bird-life
of both hill and plain is richly represented ; and though game
is not very abundant, many species are found. These includs
several varieties of pheasant, among them the mond/ and argus,
the white-crested pheasant, and the red jungle-fowl which is
common in the lower valleys. Of partridges many species are

1 Medlicott, ¢ The Sub-Himalayan Ranges between the Ganges and Ravi,’
Memotrs, Geological Survey of India, vol. iii, part ii ; Stoliczka, ¢ Sections
across the North-West Himalayas,’ Memosrs, Geological Survey of India,
vol. v, part i; Hayden, ¢ Geology of Spiti,” Memoirs, Geological Survey of

" India, vol, xxxvi, part i.
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found, from the common grey partridge of the plains to the
snow partridge of the Upper Himilayas. Quail and snipe
sometimes visit the District in considerable numbers. Ducks,
geese, and other water-birds are seen upon the Beids at the
beginning and end of summer. Fishing is not carried on to
any great extent. Thirty-six fisheries are leased to contractors,
mostly on the Be3s, only a few being in the lower parts of the
hill torrents.

The mean temperature at Kiangra town is returned as §3° in Climate
winter, 70° in spring, 80° in summer, and 68° in autumn. The ;‘::Ia:::’
temperature of the southern portion of Kangra proper is much
higher than this, while that of the inhabited parts of the
‘Dhaola Dhir is about 8° lower. Endemic diseases include
fever and goitre. The widespread cultivation of rice, by which
the whole Kingra valley is converted into a swamp, has a very
prejudicial effect upon health.

The rainfall varies remarkably in different parts. The Rainfall.
average annual fall exceeds 70 inches; along the side of the
Dhaola Dhir it amounts to over 100 ; while 10 miles off it falls
to about 70, and in the southern parts to about 50. Bard
Bangihal, which is on the north side of the Dhaola Dhir, has
a climate of its own. The clouds exhaust themselves on the
south side of the great range ; and two or three weeks of mist
and drizzle ‘represent the monsoon. The rainfall in Kula is
similarly much less than that of Kangra proper, averaging from
30 to 40 inches, while Lahul and Spiti are almost rainless.

A disastrous earthquake occurred on April 4, 1905. About The earth-
20,000 human beings perished, the loss of life being heaviest quake of
in the Kingra and Palampur faAsi’/s. The station of Dharm- 1995
'sila and the town of Kingra were destroyed. The fort and
temples at Kangra received irreparable damage, and many other
buildings of archaeological interest were more or less injured.

The hills of Kingra proper have formed for many centuries
the dominions of numerous petty princes, all of whom traced History.
their descent to the ancient Katoch (Rajput) kings of Jul-
lundur. According to the mythical chronology of the Mah3-
bharata, their dynasty first established itself in the country
between the Sutlej and the Beds 1,500 years before the
Christian era. In the seventh century A.p., Hiuen Tsiang, the
Chinese Buddhist pilgrim, found the Jullundur monarchy still
undivided. At some later period, perhaps that of the Muham-
madan invasion, the Katoch princes were driven into the hills,
where Kingra already existed as one of their chief fortresses ;
and their restricted dominions appear afterwards to have fallen

Aaz
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asunder into several minor principalities. Of these, Nirpur, Siba,
Goler, Bangahal, and Kingra are included in Kingra proper.
In spite of constant invasions, the little Hindu kingdoms, secure
within their Himilayan glens, long held out against the aggres-
sive Muhammadan power. In xoo9 the riches of the Nagarkot
temple attracted the attention of Mahmiid of Ghazni, who
defeated the Hindu princes at Peshiawar, seized the fort of
Kangra, and plundered the shrine of an immense booty in gold,
silver, and jewels. But thirty-five years later the mountaineers
rose against the Muhammadan garrison, besieged and retook
the fort, with the assistance of the Raja of Delhi, and set up
a facsimile of the image which Mahmiid had carried away.
From this time Kingra does not reappear in general history
till 1360, when the emperor Firoz Tughlak again led a force
against it. The R#ji gave in his submission, and was per-
mitted to retain his dominions ; but the Muhammadans once
more plundered the temple, and dispatched the famous image
to Mecca, where it was cast upon the high road to be trodden
under the feet of the faithful.
" Two bundred years later, in 1556, Akbar commanded in
person an expedmon into the hills,-and succeeded in per-
manently occupying the fort of Kangra. The fruitful valley
became an imperial demesne, and only the barren hills
remained in the possession of the native chiefs. In the
graphic language of Akbar’s famous minister, Todar Mal, ‘he
cut off the meat and left the bones.” Yet the remoteness of
the imperial capital and the natural strength of the mountain
fastnesses encouraged the Rijput princes to rebel ; and it was
not until after the imperial forces had been twice repulsed that -
the fort of Kingra was starved into surrender to an army com-
manded by prince Khurram in person (1620). On the last
occasion twenty-two chieftains promised obedience and tribute,
and agreed to send hostages to Agra. At one time Jahingir
intended to build a summer residence in the valley, and the
site of the proposed palace is still pointed out in the lands of
the village of Gargari. Probably the superior attractions of
Kashmir, which the emperor shortly afterwards visited, led to
the abandonment of his design. At the accession of Shih
Jahan the hill Rajas had quietly settled down into the posi-
tion of tributaries, and the commands of the emperor were
received and executed with ready obedience. Letters patent
(sanads) are still extant, issued between the reigns of Akbar and
Aurangzeb, appointing individuals to various judicial and
revenue offices, such as that of &z, Adnungo, or chaudkri, In
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some instances the present representatives of the family con-
inue to enjoy privileges and powers conferred on their
ancestors by the Mughal emperors, the honorary appellation
being retained even where the duties have become obsolete.

During the period of Muhammadan ascendancy the hill
princes appear on the whole to have been treated liberally.
They still enjoyed a considerable share of power, and ruled
unmolested over the extensive tracts which yet remained to
them. They built forts, waged war upon each other, and
wielded the functions of petty sovereigns. On the demise of
a chief, his successor paid the fees of investiture, and received
a confirmation of his title, with an honorary dress from Agra
or Delhi. The loyalty of the hill Rajas appears to have won
the favour and confidence of their conquerors, and they were
frequently deputed on hazardous expeditions, and appointed to
places of high trust in the service of the empire. Thus in the
time of Shih Jahan (1646), Jagat Chand, Raja of Nurpur, at
the head of 14,000 Rijputs, raised in his own country, con-
ducted a most difficult but successful enterprise against the
Uzbeks of Balkh and Badakhshan. Again, in the early part of
the reign of Aurangzeb (1661), R3ja Mandhita, grandson of
Jagat Chand, was deputed to the charge of Bamiin and
Ghorband on the western frontier of the Mughal empire, eight
days’ journey beyond.the city of Kabul. Twenty years later
he was a second time appointed to this honourable post, and
created a mansabddr of 2,000 horse. In later days (x758),
Rija Ghamand Chand of Kiangra was appointed governor of
the Jullundur Doab and the hill country between the Sutlej
and Ravi.

In 1752 the Katoch principalities nominally formed part of
the territories ceded to Ahmad Shah Durrini by the declining
Delhi court. But the native chieftains, emboldened by the
prevailing anarchy, resumed their practical independence,
and left little to the Durrani monarch or the deputy who still
held the isolated fort of Kingra for the Mughal empire. In
1774 the Sikh chieftain, Jai Singh, obtained the fort by strata-
gem, but relinquished it in 1785 to Sansir Chand, the legiti-
mate Rijput prince of Kangra, to whom the State was thus
restored about two centuries after its occupation by Akbar,
This prince, by his vigorous measures, made himself supreme
throughout the whole Katoch country, and levied tribute from
his fellow chieftains in all the neighbouring States. Every
year, on fixed occasions, these princes were obliged to attend
his court, and to accompany him with their contingents
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wherever he undertook a military expedition. For twenty
years he reigned supreme throughout these hills, and raised his
name to a height of renown never attained by any ancestor of
his race. He found himself unable, however, to cope with the
Sikhs, and two descents upon the Sikh possessions in the
plains, in 1803 and 1804, were repelled by Ranjit Singh. In
1805 Sansar Chand attacked the hill State of Bilaspur (Kahlir),
which called in the dangerous aid of the Gurkhas, already
masters of the wide tract between the Gogra and the Sutlej.
The Gurkhas responded by crossing the latter river and
attacking the Katochs at Mahal Mori, in May, 1806. The
invaders gained a complete victory, overran a large part of the
hill country of Kangra, and kept up a constant warfare with
the Rajput chieftains who still retained the remainder. The
people fled as refugees to the plains, while the minor princes
aggravated the general disorder by acts of anarchy on their
own account. The horrors of the Gurkha invasion still burn
in the memories of the people. The country ran with blood;
not a blade of cultivation was to be seen, and grass grew and
tigers whelped in the streets of the deserted towns. At length;
after three years of anarchy, Sansir Chand determined tj -
invoke the assistance of the Sikhs. Raniit Smgh, a.lwayS 3
ready to seize upon every opportunity for aggression, entered
Kingra and gave battle to ‘the Gurkhas in August, 1809.
After a long and furious contest, the Maharija was successful
and the Gurkhas abandoned their conquests beyond the Sutlej, .
Ranjit Singh at first guaranteed to Sansir Chand the posses
sion of all his dominions except the fort of Kangra and 66 vik
lages, allotted for the support of the garrison ; but he gradually
made encroachments upon all the hill chieftains. Sansar
Chand died in 1824, an obsequious tributary of Lahore. Hig
son, Anrudh Chand, succeeded him, but after a reign of fout 4
years abandoned his throne, and retired to Hardwar, rather §
than submit to a demand from Ranjit Singh for the hand of :
his sister in marriage to a son of the Sikh minister Dhi%lf %
Singh. Immediately after Anrudh’s flight in 1828, Ranjﬁ 1
Singh attached the whole of his territory, and the last portiol
of the once powerful Kiangra State came finally mto -h
possession of the Sikhs.
Kiangra passed to the British at the end of the first Sikh ¥
in 1846, but the commandant of the fort held out for soi
time on his own account. When the Multin insurre
broke out in April, 1848, emissaries from the plains inci
the hill chieftains to revolt ; and at the end of August in

e MRS L




KANGRA DISTRICT 359

same year, Ram Singh, a Pathznia Rijput, collected a band
of adventurers and threw himself into the fort of Shahpur.
Shortly afterwards, the Katoch chief rebelled in the eastern
extremity of the District, and was soon followed by the Rijas
of Jaswan and Datarpur, and the Sikh priest, Bedi Bikrama
Singh. The revolt, however, was speedily suppressed; and
after the victory of Gujrat, the insurgent chiefs received sen-
tence of banishment to Almord, while Kingra subsided quietly
into a British District. After the outbreak of the Mutiny in
1857, some disturbances took place in the Kuli subdivision ;
but the vigorous measures of precaution adopted by the local
authorities, and the summary execution of the six ringleaders
and imprisonment of others on the occasion of the first overt
act of rebellion, effectually subdued any tendency to lawless-
ness. The disarming of the native troops in the forts of
Kingra and Nirpur was effected quietly and without oppo-
sition. Nothing has since occurred to disturb the peace of
the District.

Few Districts are richer in antiquities than Kangra. The Archaeo-
inscription at PATHYAR is assigned to the third century B.c., 1067-
and that at KaNniaRra to the second century a.p. It is impos-
sible to fix the date of the famous fort at Kanera Town,
A temple in it was plundered by Mahmid of Ghazni in 1009,
and an imperfectly legible rock-inscription, formerly outside
- one of the gates of the fort and now in the Lahore Museum,
is assigned to a period at least 400 years earlier. The small
temple of Indreswara at Kingra dates from the ninth century.
The beautiful shrine of Baijnath at Kiragrama was until
recently attributed to the same period, but recent investiga-
tions point to a date three or four centuries later. The present
temple of Bajreswari Devi at Bhawan, a suburb of Kangra, is
a modern structure, but it conceals the remains of an earlier
building, supposed to date from 1440. It has acquired a
repute, to which it is not entitled, as the successor of the
temple that was sacked by Mahmid. Remains found at
Kangra prove that it was once a considerable Jain centre.
The fort at NORPUR, built in the sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries, contains a curious wooden temple; and in 1886 a
temple of much earlier date, with sculptures unlike anything
hitherto found in the Punjab, was unearthed. At Masrur, in
the Dehra Za/ksi/, are some rock-temples of uncertain date. In
the Kilu valley, the principal objects of antiquarian interest
are the temples of Bajaura. One of them, probably the older
of the two, has been partially freed from the débris and
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boulders in which it was buried. The other, which shows
traces of Buddhist workmanship, and dates from the eleventh.
century, is decorated with carvings of great beauty. The fort
and temples of Kangra town received irreparable damage in,
the earthquake of 1g903.

The population of the District at the last four enumerations

as: (1868) 743,882, (1881) 730,845, (1891) 763,030, and
(1901) 768,124, dwelling in 3 towns and 715 villages, It is
divided into the seven faksils of KANGRA, NGRPUR, HaMIR-
PUR, DERA GOPIPUR, PALAMPUR, KULT, and SarAj ; of which
the first five are in Kangra proper, the two last forming the
Kuli subdivision. The head-quarters of these ate at the places
from which each is named, except in the case of Kuli and
Sardj, whose head-quarters are at Sultinpur and Banjir respec-

-tively. The towns are the municipalities of DHARMSALA, the

head-quarters of the District, KANGRA, and NORPUR.
The following table shows the chief statistics of populatlon
in 1901 :—

§ Number of g 2,% gg_g B "5::'5
. g8 k- S8 | ¥58=g _E'sﬁﬂ
Tahsil, e= | & ] = Ep | €53 § =l E“E

s? B 2 & |28 |fEdfr|ssd

3 e B | & | ge|aFTNRE

Kangra . .| 429| 2| 1341 126,335 | 204.5]| + 1.0 7,243
Palampur . .| 443|...| 113|132,955|3001| + 2.6 7,497
Kulil and Sardj . [ 1,342} ...| 68| 119,585} 89.x| + 3-8 3,183
Hamirpur . .1 6oxj... 64 | 161,424 | 268.6| — 08 6,077
Dera Gopipur .| 516]...] 145 125,536 | 2433 . | 6,397
Niirpur . .1 525| 1| 191 102,289} 1948| ~— 2.6 4,341
District total | 9,978] 3 | 715% 768,124 | 76.9! + 06 | 34,617

NOTE,—The figures for the areas of Zaksils are taken from revenue returns. The
total District area js that given in the Census Repori.

* These figures are taken from the Cemsus Repord of 1901, but the correct number
of villages is now 714, the number for the Kultt and Sar3j ZaAs?is being 67.

In Kingra proper Hindus number 608,252, or 94 per cent.
of the total ; Muhammadans, 38,685, or 6 per cent.; and Sikhs,
1,199. Owing to the vast tracts of uncultivable hill-side, the
density of the population is only 77 persons per square mile,
varying from 300 in the Palampur Za/si/ to 65-4 in Kuld; but
if the cultivated area alone be considered, the density is 834,
almost the highest in the Province. The people speak a great
variety of dialects of the group of languages classed together as
Pahirl, or the language of the hills.

The distinguishing feature in the population is the enormous
preponderance of the Hindu over the Muhammadan element,
the latter being represented only by isolated colonies of immi-
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grants, while the mass of the people has preserved its ancient
faith in a manner wholly unknown in the plains. This circum-
stance lends a peculiar interest to the study of the Hindu
tribes—their castes, divisions, and customs.

The Brihmans (x09,000) number nearly one-seventh of the
total population. Almost without exception, they profess them-
selves to belong to the great Saraswat family, but recognize an
infinity of internal subdivisions. The first distinction to be
drawn is that between Brihmans who follow, and Brihmans
who abstain from, agriculture. Those who have restricted
themselves to the legitimate pursuits of the caste are con-
sidered to be pure Brzhmans; while others are no longer
held in the same reverence by the people at large.

The Riajputs number even more than the Brihmans,
154,000 people returning this honourable name. The Katoch
Rijas boast the bluest blood in India, and their prejudices
and caste restrictions are those of a thousand years ago. The
Katoch clan is a small one, numbering only 4,000. The Rathis
(51,000) constitute the higher of the two great agricultural
classes of the valley, and are found chiefly in the Nirpur and
Hamirpur saksi/s. The other is the Ghirths (120,000), who
are Stadras by status. In all level and irrigated tracts, wherever
the soil is fertile and produce exuberant, the Ghirths abound ;
while in the poorer uplands, where the crops are scanty and
the soil demands severe labour to compensate the husband-
man, the Rathis predominate. It is as rare to find a Rithi
in the valleys as to meet a Ghirth in the more secluded hills.
Each class holds possession of its peculiar domain, and the
different habits and associations created by the different
localities have impressed upon each caste a peculiar phy-
siognomy and character. The Rithis generaily are a robust
and handsome race: their features are regular and well-
defined ; their colour usually fair, and their limbs athletic,
as if exercised and invigorated by the stubborn soil upon
which their lot is thrown. On the other band, the Ghirth
is dark and coarse-featured ; his body is stunted and sickly,
and goitre is fearfully prevalent among his race. The Rathis
are attentive and careful agriculturists ; their women take little
or no part in the labours of the field. The Ghirths predomi.
nate in the valleys of Palam, Kingra, and Rihlu. - They are
found again in the Hal Din or Haripur valley, and are
scattered elsewhere in every part of the District, generall
possessing the richest lands and the most open spots in th
hills. They are a most indefatigable and hard-working race,
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Among the religious orders in the hills, the most remark-
able are the Gosains (1,000), who are found principally in the
neighbourhood of Nidaun and Jawila Mukhi, but are also
scattered in small numbers throughout the District. Many
of them are capitalists and traders in the hills, and they are
an enterprising and sagacious tribe. By the rules of their
caste retail trade is interdicted, and their dealings are exclu-
sively wholesale. Thus they possess almost a monopoly of the
trade in opium, which they buy up in Kuld and carry down to
the plains of the Punjab. They speculate also in cAaras, shawl-
wool, and cloth. Their transactions extend as far as Hyderabad
in the Deccan, and, indeed, over the whole of India.

Among the hill tribes the most prominent are the Gaddis
(9,000). Some have wandered down into the valleys which
skirt the base of the Dhaola Dhir, but the great majority live
on the heights above. They are found from an elevation of
3,500 Or 4,000 feet up to 7,000 feet, above which altitude there
is little or no cultivation. They preserve a tradition of descent
from refugees from the Punjab plains, stating that their ances-
tors fled from the open country to escape the horrors of the
Musalmin invasions, and took refuge in these ranges, which
were at that period almost uninhabited. The term Gaddi is
a generic name under which are included Brahmans and Khat-
tris, with-a few Rijputs, Rathis, and Thakurs. The majority,
however, are Khattris. Besides the Gosains, the commercial
castes are the Khattris (7,000) and Sidds (6,000). Of the
menial castes the Chamirs (leather-workers) are the most
numerous (57,000). About 77 per cent. of the populatlon
are returned as agricultural.

The Church Missionary Society has a station at Kingra
town, founded in 1854, with a branch establishment at
Dharmsgla; and there is also a station of the Moravian
Mission at Kyelang in Lihul, founded in 1857, and one of
the American United Presbyterian Mission in Saraj. The
District in 1g9o1 contained zo3 native Christians.

In the Kangra faksi/ the subsoil rests on beds of lal‘ge'
boulders which have been washed down from the main ranges,’
and the upper stratum, consisting of dlsmtegrated granite’
mixed with detritus from later formations, is exceedingly fertile.’
In the neighbourhood of the secondary ranges the soil, though
of excellent quality, is less rich, being composed of stiff marls’
mixed with sand, which form a light fertile mould, easﬂ}‘
broken up and free from stones. A third variety of soil is
found wherever the Tertiary formation appears: it is a cold

Fro
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reddish clay of small fertility, containing a quality of loose
water-worn pebbles ; there are few trees in this soil, and its
products are limited to gram and the poorer kinds of pulse,
while in the first two descriptions the hill-sides are well forested
and every kind of crop can be grown. The cultivated area
is divided into fields generally unenclosed, but in some parts
surrounded by hedges or stone walls. In the Kangra valley,
where rice cultivation prevails, the fields descend in successive
terraces levelled and embanked, and where the slope of the
land is rapid they are often no bigger than a billiard table;
in the west of the Dera and Narpur Zaksi/s, where the country
is less broken, the fields are larger in size, and the broad
sloping fields, red soil, and thick green hedges are charmingly
suggestive of a Devonshire landscape. In many parts, and
notably in the Kangra valley, wide areas bear a double harvest.

In Kulid proper the elevation is the chief factor in deter-
mining the nature of the crops sown, a few villages lying as
low as 3,000 feet and some as high as 9,000. In both Kangra
and Kuli proper the sowing time varies with the elevation,
the spring crop being sown from September to December
and the autumn crop from April to july. The whole of
Lzhul and Spiti is covered with snow from December to the
end of April, and sowings begin as soon as the land is clear.

For the District as a whole the autumn crop is the most
important, occupying 53 per cent. of the area cropped in
1903-4.

The land is held, not as in the plains by more or less Chief agri-
organized village communities, but by individual holders whose :gg{f:s
rights originated in a grant by a2 Raja of a right of tenancy and princi-
in the royal domains. In Kuld only forest and cultivable Pal crops.
and cultivated lands have been measured, amounting to 1,342
square miles.

The area for which details are available from the revenue
records of 1903—4 is 3,857 square miles, as shown below :—

Tahsil. Total. | Cultivated. | Trrigated, | Cultivable | po, y .
Kangra . . 429 103 53 37 264
Palampur . 443 135 62 52 239
Kuln . .| 1,084 67 14 12 963
Sarlj c e 289 58 2 13 200
Hamirpur .| 6oz 234 5 10X 205
Dera Gopipur . 515 167 26 121 136
Nirpur . . 538 170 a2 72 208

Total | 3,857 923 184 407 2,221

* The revenue returns include only a portion of the forest area.
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" Wheat is the chief crop of the spring harvest, coveri
342 square miles ; barley covered g7 square miles, and e
only 42. Maize and rice are the mainstay of the autumx‘i
harvest, covering 223 and 164 square miles respectiv
Pulses covered 100 square miles. Of the millets, mandaz
Italian millet, and chize are the most important. There
were 6,039 acres under cotton. The tea industry is an 1m-
portant one in Kingra, and 15 square miles were under tea.
There are thirty-four gardens owned by Europeans, and the
total output is estimated at over a million pounds of tea. ‘
annually®. Potatoes, introduced shortly after annexation, are
now largely cultivated in the higher hills; and the fields"
round the Gaddi peasants’ houses, which formerly produced
maize, wheat, or barley hardly sufficient to feed the families
which owned them, now yield a very lucrative harvest of

potatoes. In Kuld proper poppy is an unportant CIop, cover-

ing 2,102 acres. The climate of Kulid is eminently’ smfp_du
for the production of all kinds of European fruits and vege-
tables, and several European planters do a large trade m
pears and apples. In Lahul barley, wheat, peas, and buclr, '
wheat are the principal crops, and in Spiti barley.

The chief improvements in agriculture have been the m—
troduction of tea and the potato. The cultivated area mcreased
by about 5 per cent. during the ten years ending 1900, owmg
to the efforts of individuals who have broken up waste land
near their holdings ; but there is no scope for any consider-
able increase. Loans from Government are not greatly in
demand, the total amount advanced under the Agriculturists’
Loans Act during the five years ending 1903—4 amounfmg
to only Rs. 208.

The indigenous breed of cattle is small but strong, and
attempts to improve it by the importation of bulls from Hissar
have not been satisfactory, the latter being quite unsuited to
the climate, and unfitted to mate with the small hill cows.
A few bulls of the Dhanni breed have recently been imported
from Jhelum District, and it is hoped that they will prove
more suitable. The Giijars are the only people who make
a trade of selling milk and g4z, and who keep herds of buffa-
loes; of these some have a fixed abode in the District and
puture their cattle in the adjoining waste, while others move
with their herds,-spending the summer on the high ranges,
and the winter in the woody parts of the low hills. Buffalo

! This was written before the earthquake of 1go5, which bad disastrous
effects on the tea industry.
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herds are not allowed to move into the Kuld subdivision.
The cattle of Lihul are a cross between the Tibetan yak
“and the Himalayan breed of cattle. Sheep and goats form
in Kangra proper the chief support of the pastoral tribe of
the Gaddis, who move with their flocks, wintering in the
forests in the low hills, retreating in the spring before the
heat up the sides of the snowy range, and crossing and getting
behind it to avoid the heavy rains in the summer. Large
flocks are also kept in the Kuld and Sarij Zeksis. There
are few ponies in the District and not many mules ; the ponies
of Kiangra and Kula proper are poor, but those of Lahul
and Spiti are known for their hardiness and sureness of foot.
One pony stallion is maintained by the District board.

Of the total area cultivated in 1903-4, 184 square miles, Imganon
or nearly 20 per cent., were classed as irrigated. Irrigation
is effected entirely by means of channels from the hill streams
which lead the water along the hill-sides, often by tortuous
channels constructed and maintained with considerable diffi-
culty, and distribute it over the fields. One of these cuts,
from the Gaj stream, attains almost the dimensions of a canal,
and the channels from the Beds are also important. Most
of these works were engineered by the people themselves,
and supply only the fields of the villages by which they were
constructed ; but a few, for the most part constructed by
the Rdjas, water wider areas, and an organized staff for their
maintenance is kept up by the people without any assistance
from Government. In Lahul and Spiti cultivation is impos-
sible without irrigation, and glacier streams are the chief source.

The forests are of great importance, comprising little short Forests.
of a quarter of the uncultivated area. Under the Forest
department are 87 square miles of ‘reserved,” 2,809 of pro-
tected, and 296 of unclassed forests, divided into the two
Forest divisions of Kiangra and Kulg, each under a Deputy-
Conservator. About 4 sguare miles of unclassed forests are
under the Deputy-Commissioner. Several varieties of bamboo
cover the lower hilis, the bamboo forests occupying an area
of 14,000 acres. The produce exported from the Government
forests in Kangra proper is mainly c&iZ (Pinus lomgifolia) and
bamboo, while deodar is the chief product of Kuld. In rgoz—4
the forest revenue was 28 lakhs.

Valuable metal ores are known to exist both in Kingra Minerals
proper and in Kuld ; but, owing chiefly to the want of means
of carriage, of fuel, and of labour, they are practically un-
worked. Iron was smelted for some years in the Kingra
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hills, and in 1882 there were eight mines yielding go maunds
of iron a year; but working ceased entirely in 1897. Ores
of lead, copper, and antimony have been found, and in Kuld
silver and crystal, while gold in small quantities is someti
washed from the sands of the Beias and Piarbati; coal, or
rather lignite, is also produced, but in insignificant quantities,
A lease of the old Shigri mines in L3hul has recently been
granted for the purpose of working stibnite and galena. With
this exception, the only minerals at present worked are slates
and sandstone for building ; the Kangra Valley Slate Company
sells 700,000 slates annually, and three other quarries produce
together about 83,000, the total value exceeding Rs. 50,000.
Several hot mineral springs near Jawila Mukhi are impreg-
nated with iodide of potassium and common salt. Hot springs
occur at several places in Kald, the most important being
at Manikarn in the Parbati valley, and at Bashist near the
source of the Beis.

The District possesses no factories except for the manu-
facture of tea, and there are but few hand industries. The
cotton woven in the villages holds its own against the com.
petition of European stuffs, but the industry is seriously
handicapped by the small quantity of cotton grown locally.
Nirpur used to be a seat of the manufacture of paskmina
shawls, but the industry has long been declining; silver
ornaments and tinsel printed cloths are made at Kangra.
Baskets are made in the villages of Kangra proper and Kuld,
and blankets in Kulg, Lihul, and Spiti.

The principal exports to the plains consist of rice, tea,
potatoes, spices, opium, blankets, pasimina, wool, g/i, honey,
and beeswax, in return for which are imported wheat, maize,
gram and other pulses, cotton, tobacco, kerosene oil, and piece-
goods. The chief centres of the Kiangra trade in the plains
are Hoshidrpur, Jullundur, Amritsar, and Pathinkot. Thereis
a considerable foreign trade with Ladikh and Yarkand through
Sultanpur in Kuld, the exports being cotton piece-goods,
indigo, skins, opium, metals, manufactured silk, sugar, and tea,
and the imports ponies, borax, ckaras, raw silk, and wool. The
principal centres of internal trade are KANGRA, Pilampur,
Suyanrur Tira, JawaLa MukHI, and NORPUR.

No railway traverses the District, though one from Pathankot
to Palampur was contemplated. The principal roads are the
Kingra valley cart-road, which connects Palampur and

Pathankot, with a branch to Dharmsila, and the road from

Dharmsala, via' Kingra, to Hoshidrpur- and Jullundur. The
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former is partly metalled and a mail tonga runs daily. A road
runs from Pilampur to Sultinpur in Kuli over the Dulchi
pass (7,000 feet), which is open summer and winter, going
on to Simla. Another road runs through Kuld, and, crossing
the Rohtang pass (13,000 feet) into Lihul, forms the main
route to Leh and Yarkand. Ladakh is reached from Lahul
over the Bard Lacha (16,250 feet). The usual route to Spiti
is through Lahul and over the Kanzam pass. The total
length of metalled roads is 56 miles, and of unmetalled roads
1,073 miles. Of these, all the metalled and 353 miles of the
unmetalled roads are under the Public Works department, and
the rest under the District board.

Famine is unknown, the abundance of the rainfall always Famipe.

assuring a sufficient harvest for the wants of the people, and
the District was classed by the Irrigation Commission of 1903
as secure. The area of crops matured in the famine year
1899—1900 amounted to 69 per cent. of the normal.

The District is in charge of a Deputy-Commissioner, aided
by three Assistant or Extra Assistant Commissioners, one of
whom is in charge of the Kuld subdivision and one in charge
of the District treasury. Kangra proper is divided into the five
taksils of Kangra, Niarpur, Hamirpur, Dera Gopipur, and
Palampur, each under a feksildir and a naib-taksildar; the
Kulil subdivision, consisting of the Kuli za4si/ under a faksildir
and a natb-faksildar, the Sardj faksil under a naib-taksildar,
and the mountainous tracts of Lahul and Spiti, which are
administered by local officials termed respectively the #hdkur
and nono. The thakur of Lihul has the powers of a second-
class magistrate and can decide small civil suits; the 7omo of
Spiti deals with all classes of criminal cases, but can only
punish with fine. The criminal administration of Spiti is con-
ducted under the Spiti Regulation I of 1873. Two officers of
the Forest department are stationed in the District.

District
subdivi-
sions and
staff.

The Deputy-Commissioner as District Magistrate is respon- Civil

sible for the criminal justice of the District, under the super- J‘;f;‘;e and

vision of the Sessions Judge of the Hoshiarpur Sessions
Division. The subdivisional officer of Kuld hears appeals
from the fakst/dar of Kula, the naib-taksildir of Sardj, the
thakur of Lahul, and the momo of Spiti. Civil judicial work in
Kangra proper is under a District Judge, under the Divisional
Judge of the Hoshidrpur Civil Division. In Kulad the sub-
divisional officer generally exercises the powers of a District
Judge, and the Deputy-Commissioner of Kangra, if a senior
official, is appointed Divisional Judge of Kuld. The only
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Munsif sits at Kangra, while there are seven honorary magis-
trates, including the Rajis of Lambigraon, Nidaun, and 3}
Kutlehr in Kangra proper. The District is remarkably free 3
from serious crime. Civil suits are chiefly brought to settlé;
questions of inheritance involving the rights snfer se of mdows, E
daughters, and distant agnatic relatives. ,
The revenue history and conditions differ radically from -
those of the Punjab proper. The hill states, now combined
into Kiangra District, were merely a number of independent
manors. Each Riji enjoyed full proprietary rights, and was
a landlord in the ordinary sense of the word, leasing his la.nﬂ
at will to individual tenants on separate pa#fas or leases. This
fact explains the two prominent characteristics of the revenue

. system, its vanety and its continuity. Just as, on the one

hand, the intimate local knowledge of the R3ja and his’ agent
enabled them to impose a rent fixed or fluctuating, in cash or
kind, according to the resources and the needs of each estate,
so, on the other hand, the conquerors, Mughal and Sikh,
imposed their tribute on the several Rajis, leaving them tq
devise the source and the method of collection. The Mughals
it is true, reserved certain areas as imperial demesnes, and here
they introduced ckaud/iris who were responsible both for thg
collection of the revenue and for the continued cultivation of
the soil. They made no change, however, either in assess-
ments or in methods of collection. The Rijas depended on
their land-agents (called variously Zgrdir, hakim, amin, or
palsara), and these inturn had under them the Zofwdilks, who
were responsible for eight or ten villages apiece. The village
accountant, or 24ydt, the keeper of the granary (kotidla), thh
constables, messengers, and forest watchers, made up-the
revenue staff. Every form of assessment was to be found,
from the division of the actual produce on the threshing-floos
to permanent cash assessments. R

Ranjit Singh was the first to interfere with the Rajas’ system. :
He appointed a ndzim, or govemor of the hill territory, who Z
managed not only the revenue, but the whole expenditure also
Under him were Adrddrs, who either farmed the revenue
their parganas, or accepted a nominal salary and made wha
they could. The ancient system, however, has survived
misrule of the Sikhs. Every field in the valley is clmdﬁ‘é
defined ; and the proportion of its produce payable to Govern
ment is so firmly established that, even under the present cash:
assessments, it forms the basis on which the land revenue :
distributed among individual cultivators.

ik
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The first act of the British officers was to apply the village
system of the plains to the Kingra valley. The tenants, with
their private cultivating rights, became the proprietary body,
with joint revenue-paying responsibilities. The waste, formerly
regarded as the property of the Rijis, became attached to the
village communities as joint common land. The people thus
gained the income arising from the common land, which had
previously been claimed by the state.

A summary settlement was made in 1846 by John Lawrence,
Commissioner of the Jullundur Dodb, and Lieutenant Lake,
Assistant Commissioner, based entirely on the Sikh rent-roll
with a reduction of 10 per cent. The first regular settlement,
made in 1849, reduced the demand on ‘dry’land by 12 per
cent., maintaining the former assessment on ‘wet’ land. A
revised settlement, made in 1866-71, had for its object the
preparation of correct records-of-rights; but the assessment was
not revised until 188994, when an increase of 19 per cent.
was announced. Rates varied from Rs. 1-5-4 to R. o-14-7.
The total demand in 1903-4, including cesses, was about
10-7 lakhs. The average size of a proprietary holding is
2 acres. There are a number of large 7dgirs in the District,
the chief of which are Lambagraon, Nadaun, and Dado Siba
in Kangra proper, and waziri Ripi in Kuld.

A system of forced labour known as dg@r was in vogue in
the Kangra hills until recently, and dates back from remote
antiquity. All-classes who cultivate the soil were bound to
give, as a condition of the tenure, a portion of their labour for
the exigencies of state. Under former dynasties the people
were regularly drafted and sent to work out their period of servi-
tude wherever the ruler chose. So inveterate had the practice
become that even artisans, and other classes unconnected
with the soil, were obliged to devote a portion of their time to
the public service. Under the British Government the custom
was maintained for the conveyance of travellers’ luggage and
the supply of grass and wood for their camps, but was
practically abolished in Kingra proper in 1884, and in Kuld
in 1896.

The collections of land revenue alone and of total revenue
are shown below, in thousands of rupees :— '

1880-1. 18g0-1. 1000~1. 19034 .

Land revenne . .| 6,19 6,57 7,35 7,50
Totdl revenue . 8,76 9,92 10,57 10,55

BYIN. T B b
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The District contains three municipalities, DHARMSALA,
KANGRA, and NUrpUR. Outside these, local affairs arefisgh
aged by a District board, and by the local boards of Kas
Nirpur, Dera Gopipur, Hamirpur, and Palampur, the’
under which correspond with the Za/st/s of the same nag
The chief source of their income is the local rate, a:c
of Rs. 8-5-4 per cent. on the land revenue in Kingra, of
Rs. 10-6-8 in Kulu, and of Rs. 7-8~10 in the wasz#»7 of Spiti.
The expenditure in 1903-4 was Rs. 1,45,000, public works
being the principal item. 3

The District is divided into 15 police stations, 13 in Kiingra -
proper and 2 in Kuld, and the police force numbers 412 ‘men,
with gor village watchmen. The Superintendent usually-ims
three inspectors under him. The jail at head-quarters conwnsi
accommodation for 150 prisoners. It has, however, been.
condemned as unsafe, and a new one is in contemplationg

Kangra stands seventh among the twenty-eight Districtsef
the Province in respect of the literacy of its population. ~Jn -
1901 the proportion of literate persons was 4.5 per céft. :
(8-4 males and o-3 females). The number of pupils under :
instruction was 2,591 in 1880-1, 3,881 in 1890-1, 3,345 tn"
1goo-1,and 3,852 in 1903—4. In the last year the District cdh-.
tained 6 secondary and 57 primary (public) schools for boys :
and ¢ for girls, and 3 advanced and 20 elementary (private) -
schools, with 266 girls in the public and 38 in the privite
schools. The principal educational institution is the high .
school at Palampur, founded in 1868, and maintained by the
District board. There are 5 middle schools for boys, of which
2 are Anglo-vernacular; 3 of these are maintained by the
District board and 2 are aided. The total expenditure on
education in 1903—4 was Rs. 35,000, of which Rs. 7,000 wis
derived from fees, Rs. 4,000 from Government grants, ‘amd
Rs. 2,000 from subscriptions and endowments. Municipahi-
ties contributed Rs. 4,000, and the balance was paid omof
District funds.

Besides the civil hospital at Dharmsila., the District hu
eight outlying dispensaries. In 1904, 739 in-patients amd
101,159 out-patients were treated, and 1,769 operations were
performed. The expenditure was Rs. 19,000, of whieh
Rs. 14,000 as met from District and Rs. 3,000 from muni- -
cipal funds. |

The number of successful vaccinations in 1903—4 was -
40,825, representing the high proportion of 53 per 1,000 of
the population. Vaccination is compulsory in Dharmsala.
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[H. A. Rose, District Gazetteer of Kangra Proper (1903);
A. Anderson, Settlemeni Report of Kangra Proper (1897);
A. H. Diack, Gasetteer of Kulis, Lakul, and Spiti (1897),
The Kuli Dialect of Hindi (1896), and Settlement Report of
Kulis Subdivision (1898).]

Kangra Tahsil.—Zaksi/ of Kangra District, Punjab, lying
between 31° 54’ and 32° 23” N. and 76° 8 and 76° 41" E,,
with an area of 429 square miles. The Zaksi/ lies entirely in
the hills, between the Dhaola Dhar, which separates it from
Chamba on the north, and the Kalidhdr hills on the south.
The Bangangi and the Gaj flow through it in a south-westerly
direction to join the Beds. The main range of the Dhaola
Dhir and its spurs are in many places covered with forest.
The population in 1901 was 126,335, compared with 125,138
in 1891. It contains the towns of DHARMSALA (population,
6,971) and KANGRA (4,746), the head-quarters; and 134 villages,
of which KaNH1ARA and CHARI are of archaeological interest.
The land revenue and cesses amounted in 19o3—4 to 2 lakhs.

Palampur Tahsil.—7aksi/ of Kangra District, Punjab,
lying between 31° 49 and 32° 29 N. and 76° 23’ and
77° 2’ E., with an area of 443 square miles. The Zaksi/ lies
wholly in the hills, extending from the Dhaola Dhar on the
north to the Beds on the south. Tt is traversed by a num-
ber of tributaries of the Beds. The population in 1gor was
132,955, compared with 129,599 in 1891. It contains 113
villages, of which Pilampur is the head-quarters. The land
revenue and cesses amounted in 1go3—4 to 2 lakhs.

Kulii Subdivision.—Subdivision of Kingra District, Pun-
jab, lying between 31° 21’ and 32° 59" N. and 46° 49" and
78° 42’ E. It consists of the KUuLG and SarRAj Zehsils and
the waziris of LAnuL and Seiti. The head-quarters are at
NaGaRr, a residence of the old Rajas. ‘

Lahul.—Himilayan wazird or canton of the Kuld sub-
division of Kangra District, Punjab, lying between 32° 8’ and
32° 59’ N. and 76° 49 and 77° 47’ E., with an area of
2,255 square miles. The population (1g9o1) is only 7,205, or less
than 4 persons per square mile. It is separated from Kangra
and Kulid proper on the south, and from Spiti on the east, by
two mountain ranges which give off southwards the Beds and
Ravi and eastwards the Spiti river, a tributary of the Sutlej ;
they culminate at their junction in the Shurgan Tunga or Deo-
Tibba peak (21,000 feet). On the north Lahul is bounded by
the Ladakh province of Kashmir, and on the west by Chamba
State. The Chandra and Bhiga streams rise on the Bara

Bb 2
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Lacha, or pass (16,500 feet), in the north, and, flowing at first
in almost opposite directions, unite at Tandi, whence the
combined waters of the Chandra-Bhiaga or Chenib flow into
Chamba. Between the two rivers, an isolated mass of moun-
tains attains still greater dimensions, consisting of one almost
unbroken ice-field, with, at rare intervals, impassable barriers
of naked rock. South of the highest peak, 21,415 feet above
the sea, a glacier stretches downward for 12 miles ; while east
and west the hills, though slightly inferior in elevation, still
reach the limits of the snow-line, and flank the valley on every
side, except along the narrow outlet of the Chenib. In such
a waste of rock and ice, villages can be planted only in a
few comparatively favoured spots, among the lower valleys of
the Chandra and Bhiga, from Old Koksar on the former to
Dircha on the latter river. The remainder of Lahul is com-
pletely uninhabited, except for a few weeks in summer, when
the Kangra shepherds bring up their flocks for pasturage.
Picturesque knots of houses, however, nestle here and there in
sheltered nooks, amid green irrigated fields made beautiful by
the exquisite Himilayan flora. The summer is almost rainless,
but there is heavy snowfall in winter, the whole country being
covered from December to April. The mean temperature at
Kardang in the valley of the Bhiga is 29° in December and 5¢°
in June. The inhabitants of the valleys of the Chandra and
Bhiaga are Buddhists, and of that of the united Chandra-Bhaga
Hindus. The inbabited portions of the Lahul valley have an
estimated elevation of 10,000 feet above sea-level. Kangser,
the highest village, stands at a height of 11,345 feet. The
" principal villages are KyELANG and Kardang on opposite sides
of the Bhaga, on the trade route between the Rohtang pass
from Kulii and the Bari Lacha leading into Ladikh.

The Lihul valley is mentioned as early as the seventh
century in the itinerary of Hiuen Tsiang, the Chinese Buddhist
pilgrim, who notices it under the name of Lo-hu-o, as a district
lying north-east of Kuld. In the earliest times, it probably
formed a dependency of the Tibetan kingdom; and on the
disruption of that kingdom in the tenth century, it seems to
have been included in the principality of Ladikh. We have
no information to show the period at which it became inde-
pendent, though reasons have been adduced for believing that
that event preceded the reorganization of Ladikh about 1580.
An epoch of native rule under petty chiefs (Thikurs) ensued,
during which the various local families appear to have paid
tribute to Chamba. Four or five of these families have sur-
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vived to the present day, and are still in possession of their
original territories, which they hold in jdgfr, subject to the
payment of tribute or masardna. About the year 1700, the
supremacy passed to Kuld, in the reign of Budh Singh, son
of Rija Jagat Singh, a contemporary of Shah Jahin and
Aurangzeb. Thenceforward, Lahul followed the fortunes of
Kuld, until they passed together under British rule in 1846.
Out of a total area of 2,255 square miles, less than 5 square
miles are returned as under cultivation. Barley forms the
principal crop, but wheat grows in the lower glens. Cuitiva-
tion depends entirely on small irrigation canals, constructed
and kept in repair by the village landowners. The grain pro-
duced does not suffice for local consumption, and is supple-
mented by imports from Kulii. The Lzhulis hold in ‘their
hands the trade between Ladakh and Central Asia on the one
hand, and Kulii and the Punjab on the other. Collecting the
merchandise from the north at Patseo, a few miles north of
Darcha, where a large encampment of traders from Ladakh,
Central Asia, Tibet, and Kuld is formed, they pass annually
into Kuld at the end of summer, driving their ponies and
donkeys, goats and sheep, laden with paskm or shawl-wool,
borax, and cloth ; while on their return journey they bring metal
vessels, sugar, rice, wheat, tobacco, pepper, ginger, and turmeric.

The Labulis keep only a few sheep and goats, as the snow

lies too long and too deep in the winter for the flocks to live
-out of doors as they do in Ladakh. For a very long time,
therefore, the upper ends of the main valleys, which are unin-
babited, and the grounds high above the villages in the
inhabited parts, have been utilized by the shepherds of Kangra,
Chamba, and Kulid. The snow begins to disappear in these
places about the beginning of June; the shepherds do not
ordinarily enter Lahul before the end of that month, and they
leave it again early in September, by which time the frost is
keen, and the rainy season in the QOuter Himalayas has come
to an end. In the fine dry climate of Lghul the sheep escape
foot-rot and other diseases which constantly attack flocks kept
during the rains on the southern slopes of the Quter Himalayas.
The sheep arrive wretchedly thin, but by the time they are
ready to leave are in splendid condition.

Lahul is administered by the Assistant’ Commissioner of
Kul@, under whom Thakur Amar Chand, a descendant of the
old rulers and a magistrate of the second class and a Munsif,
exercises considerable local influence. The land revenue, as
reassessed in 1891, amounts to Rs. 4,916.
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Spiti (Pi#)—Himilayan wasirs or canton of the Kul;l
subdivision of Kingra District, Punjab, lying between 31° 42"
and 32° 59’ N.and 77° 26’ and 78° 42" E., with an area of 3
2,155 square miles. The population (xgo1) is only 3,231,9;‘
less than 2 persons per square mile. Spiti is completely
hemmed in by lofty mountain ranges of an average elevation of
18,000 feet, which divide it from Lihul on the west, Bashahr
on the south, Great Tibet on the east, and Ladikh on the
north. It includes the upper valley of the Spiti river, which,
rising in the Western Himalayas, at about 16,000 feet, flows
south-east into Tibet, and thence enters Bashahr at an eleva-
tion of x1,000 feet, and ultimately finds its way into the
Sutlej ; the upper valley of the Pira river, which also entexs
Tibet and then falls into the Spiti, their united streams.
equalling the Sutlej in volume at their ]unctlon with that river ;;
the valley of the Isamp, whose waters fall into the Indus; angd:
the eastern half of the Upper Chandra valley. Of these four,
valleys, only that of the Splu is inhabited. The most impor-
tant tributary of the Spiti river is the Pin, which rises in the,
angle of the mid-Himalayan and Mainirang ranges, and joins
the Spiti after a course of 45 miles, a short distance above
Dankar, the principal village of the valley. The mountains of
Spiti are yet more lofty than in the neighbouring country of
Lahul, In the Outer Himdlayas is one peak of 23,064 feet,
and many along the whole line are considerably over 20,000;
Of the mid-Hima3layas, two peaks exceed 21,000 feet, and in .
the southern range the Minirang is 21,646 feet in height.
From the main ranges transverse lines of mountains project far.
into the valley on either side, leaving in many cases only.
a narrow gorge, through which flows the Spiti river. Even.
these minor ranges contain peaks the height of which in many
instances exceeds 17,000 feet. The mean elevation of the
Spiti valley is 12,981 feet above sea-level. Several villages are
situated at an elevation of upwards of 13,000 feet, and one or;
two as high as 14,000 feet. Scarcely any vegetation clotbes,
the bare and rocky mountain slopes; yet the scenery is nat,
devoid of a rugged grandeur, while the deep and peculiaz
colour of the crags often gives most picturesque effects to the.
otherwise desolate landscape. Red and yellow predommate mn,
the rocks, contrasting finely with the white snowy peaks in the
background and-the deep blue sky overhead. The villages:
stand for the most part on little flat plateaux, above the cliffs,
of the Spiti river ; and their white houses, dotted about among,
the green cultivated plots, afford rare oases in the deser,
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of stony débris which covers the mountain sides. There is
practically no rainfall, but the snowfall in winter is very
severe. The mean temperature of the Upper Spiti valley is
17° in January and 60° in July.

The history of Spiti commences with the first formation of
the kingdom of Ladikh, after which event the valley seems for
a while to have been separated from that government, and
attached to some other shortlived Tibetan principality.
About 1630 it fell into the hands of Sinagi Namgyil, king
of Ladikh, who allotted it to his third son, Tenchbog. Soon
afterwards, it became a part of the Guge principality, which
lay to the east, in what is now Chinese Tibet; and it did not
again come under the dominion of Ladikh till about 1720.
In that year the king of Ladakh, at the conclusion of a war
with Guge and Lhisa, married the daughter of the Tibetan
commander, and received Spiti as her dower. Thenceforward
the valley remained a province of Ladakh ; but, from its remote
and inaccessible position, it was practically left for the most part
to govern itself, the official sent from Leh usually disappearing
as soon as the harvest had been gathered in and the scanty re-
venue collected. Spiti was always liable to be harried by forays ;
but the people, being an unwarlike race, preferred the payment
of blackmail to the armed defence of their barren valley.

After the Sikhs annexed the neighbouring principality of
KuLT in 1841, they dispatched a force to plunder Spiti. The
inhabitants, in accordance with their usual tactics, retreated
into the mountains, and left their bouses and monasteries to
be plundered and burnt. The Sikhs retired as soon as they
had taken everything upon which they could lay hands, and
did not attempt to annex the valley to Kulf, or to separate it
from Ladakh. In 1846, however, on the cession of the trans-
Sutlej States to the British after the first Sikh War, the Govern-
ment, with the object of securing a road to the wool districts
of Chiang Thang, added Spiti to Kuld, giving other territory
in exchange to the Mahiraja of Kashmir. In the same year,
Captain (afterwards Sir A.) Cunningham and Mr. Vans Agnew
demarcated the boundary between Spiti, Ladikh, and Chinese
Tibet. Since that date, the valley has been peacefully governed
by the native hereditary ruler or nonos, supported by the Assis-
tant Commissioner of Kuta. The nono is assisted by five elders
or gaipes, and practically manages all the -internal affairs of
the canton in accordance with the Spiti Regulation (No. I
of 1873). The British codes are not applicable to Spiti,
unless specially extended.
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The people are Tartars by race and Buddhist by religion,
and extensive monasteries often crown the lower ridges over-
hanging the villages. The principal and richest monastery is -
at Ki; that of Tangitt receives members of the nono’s family$
while at Dankhar is a less important monastery. The monks

of these three all belong to the celibate Gelukpa sect. At P

is a smaller monastery, belonging to the Dukhpa sect, which
permits marriage, and the descendants of its inmates still
practise singing and dancing as allowed by their founder.
Talo contains an extensive /dmdsaras, built by the gods in &
single night. As this was not constructed by Buddhists, it does
not rank as a monastery (gonpa). It possesses a remarkable
collection of nearly life-size idols, and one of Chamba 16 feet-
high. Unlike the gongas, which are all built on lofty eminences,
it stands on a level spot and contains about 300 monks.’
The monasteries, which are endowed by tithes of grain (gun)’

levied from every field, are extensive buildings, standing apart

from the villages. In the centre of the pile are the public’
rooms, consisting of chapels, refectories, and storerooms;’
round them are clustered the separate cells in which the
monks live. Each landholder’s family has its particular 72sAa’
or cell in the monastery to which it is hereditarily attached;

and in this all the monks of the family—uncles, nephews, and’
brothers—mmay be found living together. The monks ordinarily
mess in these separate quarters, and keep their books, clothes,’

cooking utensils, and other private property in them. Some

mess singly, others two or three together. A boy monk, if he

has no uncle to look after him, is made a pupil to some old

monk, and lives in his cell ; there are generally two or three

chapels—one for winter, another for summer, and a third-
perhaps the private chapel of the abbot or head /dma.

The monks meet in the chapel to perform the serviced”
which ordinarily consist of readings from the sacred books}
a sentence is read out and then repeated by the whole con->
gregation. Narrow carpets are laid lengthways on the floor!
of the chapel, one for each monk ; each has his allotted place,-
and a special position is assigned to the reader ; the abbot sits™
on a special seat of honour, raised a little above the common’’
level of the floor ; the chapels are fine large rooms, open down'’
the centre, which is separated from the sides by rows of wooden
pillars. At the far end is the altar, consisting of a row of large-
coloured figures, the images of the apafdr or incarnation of
Buddha of the present age, of the coming avafdr of the next”
age, and of the guriis Rimbochi, Atish3, and other saints. In”
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some chapels a number of small brass images from China are
ranged on shelves on one side of the altar, and on the other
stands a bookcase full of the sacred books, which are bundles
of loose sheets printed from engraved slabs in the fashion
which has been in use in Tibet for many centuries. The
walls all round the chapel are painted with figures of male
or female divinities, saints, and demons, or hung with pictures
on cloth with silk borders; similar pictures on cloth are also
suspended across the chapel on ropes. The best pictures are
brought from Great Tibet as presents to the monastery by
monks who return from' taking the degree of gelamg at Lhasa,
or who have been living for some years in one of the monas-
teries of that country. They are painted in a very quaint and
conventional style, but with considerable power of drawing and
colouring.  Huge cylindrical prayer-wheels, which spin round
at a slight touch of the finger, stand round the room, or on
each side of the altar. In the storerooms among the public
property - are kept the dresses, weapons, and fantastic masks
used in the ckam or religious plays; also the drums. and
cymbals, and the robes and Quaint bead-dresses worn by the
superior monks at high ceremonies.

The refectory or public kitchen is only used on the occasion
of certain festivals, which sometimes last several days, during
which special services are performed in the chapels. While
these festivals last, the monks mess together, eating and drink-
ing their fill of meat, barley, butter, and tea. The main source
from which the expense of these feasts is met is the pun,
which is not divided among the monks for everyday consump-
tion in the separate cells. To supply his private larder, each
monk has, in the first place, all he gets from his family in the
shape of the produce of the ‘/ama’s field’ or otherwise;
secondly, he has his share, according to his rank in the
monastery, of the dula or funeral offerings and of the harvest
alms ; thirdly, anything he can acquire in the way of fees for
attendance at marriages or other ceremonies or in the way
of wages for work done in the summer. The funeral offerings
made to the monasteries on the death of any member of a
household consist of money, clothes, pots and pans, grain,
butter, &c.; the harvest alms consist of grain collected by
parties of five or six monks sent out on begging expeditions
all over Spiti by each monastery just after the harvest. They
go round from house to house in full dress, and standing in
a row, chant certain verses, the burden of which is—*‘We are
men who have given up the world, give us, in charity, the
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means of life ; by so doing you will please God, whose servants ’

we are’ The receipts are considerable, as each house gives

something to every party. On the death of a monk, his private -

property, whether kept in his cell or deposited in the house
of the head of the family, goes not to the monastery, but to his
family—first to the monks of it, if any, and in their default, to the
bead or Aing chimpa. When a monk starts for Lhisa, to take
his degree, his-king chimpa is bound to give him what he can
towards the expenses of the journey, but only the well-to-de
men can afford it. Many who go to Lhisa get high employ-
ment under the Tibetan government, being sent to gdvern
monasteries, &c., and remain there for years; they return in
old age to their native monastery in Spiti, bringing a good dealof
wealth, of which they always give some at once to their families:

The cultivated area in Spiti. is only 2 square miles. - The
principal crop is barley.  The exports include cereals; man®
fictured cloth, yaks, and yaks’ tails. The imports comprise
salt, tobacco, madder, and tea from Lhiasa; wool, turquoises;
amber, and wooden vessels from Kaniwir ; coarse cloth, dyes;
and soda from Ladikh; and. iron from Mandl and Kan3was

A handsome breed of ponies is imported from Chamagtiz
There are no police, schools, or dispensaries. -~ The shortest -
route to Spiti from Kuld is over the Hamta pass (14,200 feet); -
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up the Chandra valley over the Great Shigri glacier, and thém ~
over the Kanzam La or pass (14,900 feet), so that this is beyond -
question the most inaccessible part of the British dominions in
India. DANKHAR is the chief village and the head- qua.rm ’

of the nong.

Kula Tahsil.— 7aksi! in the Kula subdivision of Kingm 7

District, Punjab, lying between 31° 5o’ and 32° 26’ N.amd
76° 56" and 7%° 33’ E., with an area of 1,054 square mile
The population in 1gor was 68,954, compared with 64,638
in 1891, It contains 42 villages, including NAGAR, the heads

quarters of the subdivision, and SULTANPUR, the Zaks#/ hesds
quarters. The land revenue and cesses amounted in x903+8.

to Rs. 82,000, v e
The takst! nommally includes the wasiris of LAHUL ailﬁ-
Seiti. Kuld proper is divided into four wasiris (Parol, L
Sari, Lag Maharajs, and Ripi), all lying in the upper basini
the Beds. The Beas basin is enclosed by very high moun
ranges, those which separate it from the Spiti, Chenab, arid
Rivi valleys having a mean elevation of 18,000 feet. Th§
lower range, which separates it from the Sutlej valley, liesti
the Saraj 7a4si’. ‘The Beis rises in the north of Kuli prop#l
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at the crest of the Rohtang pass, 13,326 feet above the sea,
and after a course of 6o miles enters MandI State at an eleva-
tion of 3,000 feet; its chief tributaries are the Piarbati, Sainj,
and Tirthan, whose valleys comprise the greater part of the
eastern half of the tract.. The Beds is bridged by the Duff
Dunbar stecl-rope suspension bridge at Shamsi, by another
suspension bridge between Larji and Bujaura, and by wooden
cantilever bridges (s@nghas) at five other places. Its course
presents a. succession of magnificent scenery, including
cataracts, gorges, precipitous cliffs, and mountains clad with
forests of pine, towering above the tiers of deoddr on the lower
rocky ledges. Of the total area of Kuli proper, the cultivated
portion amounts to only 60 square miles, and the rest is forest
and desolate mountain waste above the limit of tree growth.
The highest villages are not more than 9,000 feet above the
sea, and the average elevation of the cultivated and inhabited
parts is about 5,000 feet. = The annual rainfall varies from 3r
to 42 inches; in winter the ground is covered with snow for
days or months together according to its situation, though snow
does not usually lie long at heights of less than 6,000 feet ;
55 feet of snow have been measured on the Sirikand pass
(15,000 feet), but the Dulchi pass, over which lies the main
road to Kingra, is generally open all the year round. :
The little principality of Kuld formed one of the eleven
original Rajput States between the Ravi and the Sutlej, and
probably belonged to some of the minor Katoch dynasties, off-
shoots from the great kingdom of JurLunpur. Hiuen Tsiang,
the Chinese Buddhist pilgrim, visited it in the seventh century ;
and local legends preserve the names of eighty-seven princes
who ruled successively in this remote mountain valley.
Authentic history, however, first recognizes Kuld in the
fifieenth century, when Raja Sudh Singh, whom tradition
places seventy-fourth in descent from the original founder of
the dynasty, ascended the throne. His descendants ruled the
valley till the beginning of the nineteenth century, their annals
being wholly confined to the usual Indian record of court
intrigues, assassinations, and dynastic quarrels, When the
Gurkhas broke out from their home in Nepal, and conquered
all the country up to the banks of the Sutlej, they found
Bikrama Singh upon the throne of Kuld. Like the other
neighbouring chieftains, Bikrama Singh paid tribute to the
invaders for his cis-Sutlej territory, as well as to Sansar Chand,
the Katoch prince of KaAnGra, for Kula itself. In 180g,
hewever, Ranjit Singh, called in by Sansir Chand, made
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himself master of the hills, and levied tribute from the young
Raja of Kuld, Ajit- Singh, an illegitimate son of Bikrami
Singh. Three years later, the Sikhs demanded an annual pay-
ment of Rs. 50,000; and on the Raja’s refusal, marched upon
his capital of Sultainpur and sacked his palace. Ajit Singh at
length bribed the Sikhs to withdraw, by paying them all the
money he could collect. - After the expulsion of the Gurkhas,
the Ri3ja became a feudatory of the British for the cis-Sutlej
‘tract. In 1840 General Ventura led a Sikh force against the
neighbouring State of Mandi; after conquering which, one of
his lieutenants attacked Kula, on the pretext of hostile dis-
positions. The Raja made no: resistance, and allowed himself
to be taken prisoner ; but the brutal discourtesy shown him by
his captors roused the hereditary loyalty of the hillmen. A
secret muster took place ; and as the invaders marched out
of Sarij by the Basleo pass, the hillmen fell upon them in.a
narrow ravine, rescued their prince, and massacred the Sikhs
almost to a man. Ajit Singh retired across the Sutlej to his
fief of Shangri, which he had held from the British Government
since the expulsion of the Gurkhas, and so placed himself
beyond reach of vengeance from Lahore. A Sikh army soon
after marched into Sardj, but found:it completely deserted, the
inhabitants having fled into the inaccessible forests on the
‘mountain-sides. Accordingly they handed over the country
in farm to the Riji of Mandi, leaving a garrison in Kuld to
enforce their supremacy. Ajit Singh died at Shingri in 1841;
and the Sikhs made over wasziri Ripi to his first cousin,
Thakur Singh, while Shangri remained in the hands of another
relative. In 1846, at the close of the first Sikh War, ‘the
Jullundur Doab, with the adjoining Hill States, passed into the
power of the British ; and Kulti, with Lihul and Spiti, became
a faksi! of the new Kangra District. Government confirmed
Thakur Singh in his title of Rija, and gave him sovereign
powers within wasirs Riipi. On his death in 1852, his son,
Gyan Singh, of doubtful legitimacy, obtained the inferior title
of Rai, with half the land and no political powers. The
resumed half has since been restored, with certain reservations
in favour of Government. In 189z the present Rai, Megh
Singh, succeeded to the jdgir of Ripi, with some modifica-
tions. The Rai is an honorary magistrate and Munsif in his
Jagir.

Saraj Tahsil.— Zz4si/ in the Kulid subdivision of Kangra
District, Punjab, lying between 31° 21’ and 31° 50’ N. and
77° 17 and 77° 47” E., with an area of 289 square miles. Tt
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is bounded on the north-east by Spiti, on the east and south
by Bashahr and the Simla Hill States, and on the west by
Suket and Mandi. The population in 1gor was 50,631, com-
pared with 50,551 in 1891. It contains 25 villages, including
Banjar, the head-quarters. The saksi/ is divided into the two
wazlris or cantons of Inner and Outer Sardj, separated from
each other by the Jalori ridge, which has an average elevation
of 12,000 feet. Inner Sardj lies in the Beds basin, and in
physical aspects resembles the KuLy #aAsi/. Outer Sarij
belongs to the Sutlej valley, and the country slopes down
from the Jalori ridge to the river, which is here only 3,000 feet
above the sea. The land revenue and cesses amounted in
1903—4 to Rs. 46,000.

Hamirpur Tahsil.— ZaAsi/ of Kangra District, Punjab,
lying between 31° 25" and 31°58” N. and 76° ¢’ and 76° 44" E.,
with an area of 6oz square miles. It is bounded on the south
by Bilaspur State and on the east by Mandi State, and lies
between the Beds on the north and the Sutlej on the south.
The north-east corner is rugged and inaccessible, and the
Sola Singhi range runs along the south-west border. Broken
masses of hills cover almost all the fa/si/, but in some parts
there are stretches of fairly level ground. The popula.tion in
1901 was 161,424, compared with 162,705 in 189r. It
contains 64 villages, including Hamirpur, the head-quarters,
and SujanpPur TiRa. The land revenue and cesses amounted
in 1903-4 to 1-9 lakhs.

Dera Gopipur.—Zaksi/ of Kangra District, Punjab, lying
between 31° 40" and 32° 13” N. and 75° 55” and 76° 32" E.,,
with an area of 515 square miles. It extends from the high
ridge on the north-east, which separates it from the Kingra
taksil, across the valley of the Besis, to the Jaswan range on
the south-west, which separates it from Hoshidrpur. The rich
plain which lies between the Gaj and the Beis is irrigated by
cuts from the Gaj and the Buner. The population in 1901
was 125,536, compared with 125,512 in 189x. It contains
145 villages, including Dera Gopipur, the head-quarters,
Harirur, and - Jawara Mukni. The land revenue and
cesses amounted in 19034 to 2 lakhs,

Nurpur Tahsil.—Za%si/ of Kiangra District, Punjab, lying
between 31° 58’ and 32° 24” N. and 75° 37" and 76° ¢’ E,,
with an area of 525 square miles. It consists of a confused
mass of hills, mostly forest-clad, and is bounded on the north-
east by the Dhaola Dhiar range which divides it from Chamba.
The population in 190r Was 102,289, compared with 104,895
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in 1891. The town of NURPUR (population, 4,462) is the
head-quarters, and there are 191 villages. The land revenue
and cesses amounted in 1go3~4 to 1-6 lakhs.

Lambiigraon.— Estate in Kangra District, Punjab, with an
area of 125 square miles. The present holder, Rja Jai Chand,
is a descendant of the ancient Katoch kings of Kingra.” On
the annexation of that District, Ludar Chand, a nephew of the
famous Riji Sansir Chand, was confirmed in his jdgir ; and
in 1851, on the death of Sansir Chand’s grandson Parmodh
Singh, Partab Chand, the eldest son of Ludar Chand, was
acknowledged as head of the Katoch family and received the
title of Raja. The jdgir has descended by primogeniture to
the present Raji, who is an honorary magistrate and Munsif-ih
his jagfr, and a Major in the 37th Dogras. In 1904 he was
nominated a member of the Punjab Legislative Council. His
Jagir consists of 20 villages and brings in about Rs. 4o,ooo
a year,

- Nadaun Estate.—Estate in the Hamirpur ZaAsi/ of Kingta
District, Punjab, with an area of 87 square miles. Its holder
is a grandson of the famous R#ja Sansir Chand, a,xid is thus,
like LAMBAGRAON, a representative of the ancient Katoch
dynasty of Kangra. Jodhbir Chand, Sansar Chand’s ‘illegiti-
mate son, gave his two sisters in marriage to Ranjit Singh, and
was created a Raja, Nidaun, the northern portion of the Katoch
dominions, being conferred upon him. Ra&ji Jodhbir Chand
remained loyal during the Katoch insurrection of 1848, a.n&’
as a reward his' jagf» (then worth Rs. 26,270 a year) was con-
firmed to him by the British Government on annexation. Hxs
son Pirthi Singh earned the Order of Merit for his services
during the Mutiny. In 1868 the Riji was made a K.CS.I.
and received a salute of 7 guns. The estate in 1890
devolved by pnmogemture on Narindar Chand, the present
Raja.  His jagir consists of 14 villages and brings in
about Rs, 35,000 a year. He is an honorary magistrate and
Munsif.

Goler.—Estate in the Dem taksil of Kiangra District, Punjab
with'an area of 25 square miles. Legend says that Hari Chand,
the Katoch R3j3 of Kingra, fell into a dry well when huntmg
He was missed by his companions, and believed to have been,
killed, so his heir was proclaimed king. When rescued from
the well Hari Chand could not reclaim his throne, but he
founded Haripur as the capital of a separate principality, called
Goler. Under Shah Jahin, Riji Rap Chand was employed in’
subduing a Katoch rebellion ; and under Akbar, Kunwar Min
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Singh and his son Jagat Singh played a great part, the fief of
Kabul being bestowed on the former in 1585. Under the
" Sikhs, Raja Bhip Singh was at first an ally of Ranjit Singh
against the Katoch kings, but in 1812 his territory was con-
fiscated. On the British annexation, his son, Shamsher Singh,
obtained a jagir of zo villages. This grant is now held by his
nephew, Rija Raghunith Singh, and its revenue amounts to
about Rs. 26,000.

Baijndth (the ancient Klra-grﬁma) —-—Vxllage in Kingra
District, Punjab, situated in 32° 2 N. and 76° 43" E., 11 miles
east of Pilampur. Population (1901), 6,555. Two Hindu
temples here bear inscriptions in the ancient Sirada char-
acter, giving the pedigree of the Rijanakas or princes of
Kiragrama, who were kinsmen and feudatories of the kmgs
of Jalandhara or Trigartta. The date of the inscriptions is
disputed. Formerly attributed to the early part of the ninth
century, they are assigned by a recent investigator to a period
three or four centuries later. One of these temples was
seriously damaged by the earthquake of April 4, 1905.

[Epigraphia Indica, vol. i, pp. 97-119; Journal, Royal
Asiatic Society, 1903, p. 16, note.]

Bang#ihal.—Canton of the Outer Himalayas, in Kangra
District, Punjab,. lying between 32° 157 and 32° 29’ N. and
76° 49’ and 76° 55’ E., and separating Kangra proper from
the outlying subdxvxsmn of Kulii. The Dhaola Dhar divides
the canton into two main valleys, the northern of which is
called Bar@ or Greater Bangghal, and the southern Chhota or
Lesser Bangahal The former, with an area of 290 square
mlles, contains but a single village, with a few Kanet families,

8,500 feet above sea-level. . The Ravi river has its source in
this valley, and is a considerable stream before it issues into
the State of Chamba, the mountains rising steeply from its
banks into peaks of 17,000 and even 20,000 feet, covered with
glaciers and perpetual snow. The lower ravines contain much
pine forest, and the upper slopes afford grazing for large flocks.
Chhoti Bangahal is again divided by a range, 10,000 feét in
height, into two glens. In the eastern, which contains elghteen
scattered hamlets of Kanets and Daghis, rises the Ul river;
and the western, known as Bir Bangahal, resembles the higher
valleys of Kingra proper.

Bara Lacha.—Mountain pass in the Lahul canton of the
Kuld subdivision of Kingra District, Punjab, situated in
32° 49’ N. and 77° 28’ E., on the Central Asian trade route
over the Western Himilayas, from Dircha in Lzhul to the
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Rupshu country in Ladakh. The pass is 16,500 feet a.bove
the sea ; but though the ascent on both sides is easy, it can
be crossed by laden yaks and ponies only durmg the summer.
The Chandra and Bhiga rivers (Chenab) rise on either suie
of the pass.

Chari.—Village in Kingra District, Punjab, situated in
32°8 N. and 76° 27’ E., near Kot Kangra. Population (1go1),
2,597. In 1854 the foundations of a temple with an inscribed
pedestal (since lost) were discovered here. The mscnphon
contained the formula of the Buddhist faith; and from the
figures of seven boars carved on the front of the pedestal, it
appeared that the statue to which it belonged was that of the
Tantric goddess Vajra-varahi

[ Archacological Survey Reports, vol. v, p. 177.]

Dankhar,—Ancient capital of the Spiti canton, in the
Kulii subdivision of Kingra District, Punjab, situatéd in
32° 5° N. and 78° 15’ E., and still the head-quarters of fhe
nono or hereditary governor of Seiti.  Population (1901), 713
Itis plcturesquely placed on a spur 12,700 feet above sea-level,
which juts out into the main valley, and ends in a precipitous
cliff overtopped by a rude fort, now the property of Govemn-
ment, and. flanked by a monastery of Buddhist monks of the
Gelukpa order. 'The inhabitants are pure Tibetans.

Dhaola Dhir.—Mountain chain in Kingra District, Pun;ab
" formed by a projecting fork of the Outer Himalayan range;
markmg the boundary between the Kangra valley and Chamba.,
The main system here rises steeply from the low lands at, xfs
base, unbroken by any minor hills, to an elevation of 13,000
feet above the valley beneath. The chain is formed by a mass
of granite, which has forced its way through the supermcumben‘t
sedimentary rocks, and crowns the summit with its intrusive
pyramidal crests, too precipitous for the snow to find a lodging:
Below, the waste of snowfields is succeeded by a belt of pines, -
gwmg way to oaks as the flanks are descended, and finally
merging into a cultivated vale watered by perennial streams.’
The highest peak attains an elevation of 15,956 feet above sea-
level, while the valley has a general height of about 2,000 feet..
Dharmsila, the head-quarters of Kangra District, lies on a
southern spur of the Dhaola Dhir. The name means the
‘white’ or rather ¢ grey range.’

Dharmsdla.—Hill station, the head-quarters of Kangra
District, Punjab, situated in 32° 13’ N. and 76° 11" E. Popu-
lation (1901), 6,971. Dharmsila lies on a spur of the Dhaola
Dhir, 16 miles north-east of Kangra, in the midst of wild and
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picturesqu= scenery. It originally formed a subsidiary canton-
ment for the troops stationed at Kangra, and was first occupied
as a station in 1849, when a site was required for a cantonment
to accommodate a native regiment which was being raised in
the District. A site was found on the slopes of the Dhaola
Dhar, in a plot of waste land, upon which stood an old Hindu
resthouse, or dkarmsila, whence the name adopted for the
new cantonment. ‘The civil authorities, following the example
of the regimental officers, and attracted by the advantages of
climate and scenery, built themselves houses in the neighbour-
hood of the cantonment; and in 1855 the new station was
formally recognized as the head-quarters of the District. Before
the earthquake of rgos, the upper part of the station, which
rises to a height of about 7,112 feet, contained the European
houses, the station church, and the officers’ mess and lines of
the 1st Gurkhas, together with the public gardens, post office,
and two bazars, the Forsythganj and McLeodganj. The public
offices, a bazar, and a few European houses made up the
lower station, as low as 4,500 feet. The 1st battalion of the
1st Gurkhas used to be stationed here, but was moved to
the upper station in 1894—5. The upper and lower stations
are connected by numerous roads, one of which, at a gentle
gradient and passable by carts, is 5 miles in length. The
other roads are steep paths down the hillside. In the upper
station are three level roads cut in parallel lines along the side
of the hill, the lowest of which, called the Mall, is about
2 miles in length, ending on one side at the public gardens
and the Gurkha mess, and on the other at the McLeodganj
bazar, so called in honour of the late Sir D. McLeod, formerly
Lieutenant-Governor of the Province. Itis connected with the
upper roads by paths, most of which are steep ascents, up
the face of the hill. The public gardens, which were, before
the earthquake, laid out with much taste in lawns and terraces,
contained a valuable collection of indigenous and imported
trees and shrubs, and were overlooked by the Assembly
Rooms, a handsome building comprising a public hall, a library
and reading-room, and a billiard-room. The church was
beautifully situated in a recess of the mountain. The church-
yard contains a monument erected to the memory of Lord
Elgin, who died here in 1863. Immediately above the station
nises & hill known as Dharmkot, the summit of which is a
favourite resort. There are also some picturesque waterfalls,
within a walk, at Bhigsu Nath. The station was destroyed
by the earthquake of April 4, 1905, in which 1,625 persons

PON. I. cc
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perished at Dharmsala alone, including 25 Europeans and
112 of the Gurkha garrison. It has been decided to retain
Dharmsila as the head-quarters of the District, and new offices
will shortly be erected. In the upper station, many of the
barracks and officers’ houses have already been rebuilt. The
garrison consists of two battalions of Gurkhas.

The scenery of Dharmsala is peculiarly grand. The station
occupies a spur of the Dhaola Dhiar itself, and is well wooded
with oak and other forest trees. Above it the pine-clad
mountain-side towers towards the loftier peaks, which, covered
for half the year with snow, stand out jagged and scarred
against the sky. Below, in perfect contrast, lies the luxuriant
Kingra valley, green with rice-fields and a picture of rural
quiet. Much has been done of late years to render Dharmsila
more accessible. Cart-roads connect it with the plains, via
Hoshiarpur on the south and via Pathankot on the west ; there
is a tonga service from Pathinkot, and a telegraph line connects
Dbarmsila and Pidlampur with Amritsar and Lahore. The
rainfall is very heavy, and the atmosphere is peculiarly damp
during the three months of the rainy season. The average
fall is 126 inches, by far the highest figure reached at any
point of observation in the Province. In January, February,
and March also, storms are very frequent. Trade is confined
to the supply of necessaries for the European residents, officials,
and their servants. The Dal fair, held at the Dal Lake,
close to the cantonment, in September, is largely attended
by the Gaddis and other Hindus. The famous temple of
Bhagsu Nath is 2 miles to the east of the station, The
municipality was created in 1867. The income during the
ten years ending 19o2—3 averaged Rs. 9,700, and the expendi-
ture Rs. 9,500. In 19034 the income and expenditure were
Rs. 13,100 and Rs. 11,700 respectively. The chief source
of income is taxes on houses and lands and the sale of trees
and grass. The income and expenditure of cantonment
funds during the ten years ending r9o2—3 averaged Rs. 2,900.

Haripur.— Old fort and village in the Dera Gopipur faAsi/
of Kangra District, Punjab, situated in 32° N. and 76° 10’
E., on the banks of the Bangangd stream, g9 miles south-
west of Kangra fort. Population (1901), 2,243. It was
founded in the thirteenth century by Hari Chand, the Katoch
Raja of Kingra, whose brother had succeeded to the throne
of Kingra on the Rija’s supposed death. Hari Chand had
really fallen into a dry well while out hunting; and when he
was extricated and heard of his brother’s accession, he resigned
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his right and founded the town and fort of Haripur opposite

" Goler, making it the head-quarters of a separate principality.

It continued to be the capital of the State until 1813, when
it was treacherously seized by Ranjit Singh. A younger
branch of the Goler family still lives in the town, but the elder
branch residés in the neighbouring village of Nandpur, and
Haripur is now of little importance.

‘Jawiala Mukhi.—Ancient site in the Dera Gopipur Za/si/
of Kangra District, Punjab, situated in 31° 52’ N.and 76° 20’ E.,
on the road from Kiangra town to Nadaun, at the foot of a
precipitous range of hills, which form the northern limit of
the Beds valley. Population (1go1), r,02x. Once a con-
siderable and opulent town, as its ruins testify, it is now
chiefly famous for the temple of the goddess Jawidla Mukhi,
‘she of the flaming mouth, which lies in the Beds valley
and is built over some natural jets of combustible gas, believed
to be a manifestation of the goddess Devi. Another legend
avers that the flames proceed from the mouth of the demon
Jalandhara, the Daitya king whom Siva overwhelmed with
mountains, and who gives his name to the Jullundur Doab.
The building is modern, with a gilt dome and pinnacles,
and possesses a beautiful folding door of silver plates, pre-
sented by the Sikh R&ja, Kharak Singh. The interior of
the temple consists of a square pit about 3 feet deep, with
a pathway all round. In the middle the rock is slightly
hollowed out about the principal fissure, and on applying a
light the gas bursts into a flame. The gas escapes at several
other points from the crevices of the walls of the pit. It
collects very slowly, and the attendant Brahmans, when
pilgrims are numerous, keep up the flames with ghi. There -
is no idol of any kind, the flaming fissure being considered
as the fiery mouth of the goddess, whose headless bod/y is
said to be in the temple of Bhawan. The income of the
temple, which is considerable, belongs to the Bhojki priests.
At one time the Katoch Rijis appear to have appropriated
the whole or the greater part of the receipts; and under
Muhammadan rule a poll-tax of one anna was levied upon

-all pilgrims. The number of these in the course of the year

is very great; and at the principal festival in September—

October as many as g5o,000 are said to congregate, many

coming from great distances. Another festival of scarcely

less importance takes place in March. Six hot mineral springs,

impregnated with common salt and iodide of potassium, are

found in the neighbourhood. A sarai erected by the Riji
ccz2
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of Patidla is attached to the temple, and there are also eight
dkarmsalas or resthouses for travellers. The temple was
slightly damaged by the earthquake of April 4, 1905. The
municipality was abolished in 188;5.

* Kangra Town (Nagar Kot', Kot Kangra). -——Town in
Kiangra District, Punjab, formerly the head-quarters of the
District and still the head-quarters of the Kiangra zaksi/,
situated in 30° §” N. and 76° 16" E. Population (19o1),
4,746. Lying on the northern slope of the low ranges which
run through the centre of the District, it faces Dharmsila
and commands a fine view of the Kangra valley. 1In its lower
suburb (called Bhawan) was the temple of Devi Bajreshri,
whose gilded cupola was, until the earthquake of 1gos, a
conspicuous landmark, and which contained a late Sanskrit
inscription of about 1430 dedicated to Jawila Mukhi and
mentioning Sansdr Chand I, the Katoch king of Kingra,
On the lofty ridge south of and above the town stood Kot
Kangra or ‘the fort,’ surrounded on three sides by inaccessible
cliffs. In its highest part were the dwellings and temples of
the old Katoch kings of Kangra. The town, with the fort
and temples, was destroyed by the earthquake of April 4, 1903,
in which 1,330 lives were lost in the town. Seven Europeans
were among the killed.

Kingra has from time immemorial been a stronghold of
the Katoch Rijds. Firishta, in his introductory chapter nar-
rating the exploits of a former king of Kanauj, who overran
the hills from Kumaun to Kashmir, subduing 500 petty chiefs,
distinctly alludes to the Raja of Nagarkot. The riches of the
temple attracted the attention of Mahmiid of Ghazni, who in
1009 took the fort and plundered the temple, carrying off, it is
said, 700,000 golden dinars, 700 mans of gold and silver plate,
200 masns of pure gold in ingots, 2,000 mans of unwrought silver,

202 20 Mons R ERds, ndndiveg, prades, cords, Soxooeds,, ool
rubies. The temple plundered by Mahmid was probably
situated within the fort and was not the temple of Devi in

Bhawan, as has been supposed. Thirty-five years later the

place is said to have been recaptured after a siege of four

months by the Hindu princes under the Raja of Delhi. Kangra
submitted to Firoz Shih in 1360, who again plundered the
temple ; and in 1388 prince Mahmid Tughlak, when a fugitive
from Delhi, found an asylum here till called to the throne in
1390. Kangra was permanently garrisoned under the Mughals,

1 Nagarkot appears to have been the name of the town and Kangra
of the fort. .
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and should have passed to Abmad Shih Durréni in the cession
of 1752, but the governor, Saif Al Khin, refused to surrender
it, and maintained himself in the fort for twenty years. After
his death in 1774, Sansir Chand, Riji of Kingra, laid siege
to the fort and, being unable to reduce it, called in the Sikh
leader Jai Singh, Kanhaya, to whom, and not to the Rajj,
it surrendered. - Jai Singh, however, withdrew in 1785, and
Sansir Chand possessed himself of the fort. Kingra was
besieged from 1806 to 1809 by the Gurkbas, who were only
repelled by the aid of Ranjit Singh. In return for his services
the Maharsja appropriated for himself the fort, which was
held by the Sikhs when the Jullundur Do3b was ceded to
the British in 1846. The governor refusing to surrender, the
fort was invested and capitulated after a two months’ siege.
The head-quarters of the District were first fixed at Kangra,
but were transferred to Dharmsala in 1855.

The temple of Devi above mentioned was one of the most
ancient and famous shrines in Northern India, and was largely
resorted to by pilgrims from the plains at the great festival
held in March, April, and October. The municipality was
created in 1867. The income during the ten years ending
1902—3 averaged Rs. 5,500, and the expenditure Rs. 5,300.
In 1903-4 the income was Rs. 5,600, chiefly derived from
octroi; and the expenditure was Rs. 6,500. Its position
on the Kingra valley cart-road makes it an important centre
of internal trade. The chief educational institution is an Anglo-
vernacular middle school maintained by the Church Missionary
Society, which has a station here. There is a Government
dispensary. ‘

Kanhjara.—Village in the District and ZeAsi? of Kangra,
Punjab, situated in 32° 12’ N, and 76° 24’ E., 4 miles east
of Dharmsila. - Population (r9or), 3,446. The name is a
corruption of Krishna-yashas-ardma according to Cunningham,
or possibly Krishna-vihara. An inscription cut on two massive
granite blocks in the Brahmi and Kharoshthi scripts found here,
would appear to prove the existence of a Buddhist monastery
(@réma) at this place in the second century A.p. Slate is
quarried at and round the village. Kanhiara suffered seriously
from the earthquake of April 4, 1905.

[Archacological Survey Reports,vol.v, p. 177, and Epigraphia
Indica, vol. vii, p. 116.] '

Kyelang (Kailang).—Chief village in the Lahul canton
of the Kuli subdivision of Kangra District, Punjab, situated
in 32° 357 N.and 7%° 4’ E, on the right bank of the river
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Bhaga, about 4 miles above its junction with the Chandrs, -
and on the main trade route. between the Rohtang and Bivk
Licha passes. Population (1gor), 388. A post office is main¢
tained here during the summer months, and the village ha$
for many years been a station of the Moravian Mission, which
maintains a school and a dispensary. It also contains the courtd
house of the Thakur of Lzhul, and an observatory 10,087 feet
above sea-level. 7

Nadaun Town.—Peity town in the Hamirpur Zsahsi/ oﬁ
Kingra District, Punjab, situated in 31° 46’ N. and 79° 1¢’ E.;'
on the left bank of the Beds, 20 miles south-east of Kingra:
town, and head-quarters of the jgg#» of Rija Amar Chand;!
son of the late Raja Sir Jodhbir Chand. Population (1gor)j:
1,426. It was once ‘a favourite residence of Riji Sansir:
Chand, who built himself a palace at Amtar, on the rivefl
bank, one mile from the town, where he held his court during’
the summer. '

Nagar.—Village in the Kuld subdivision and ss4st/ of:
Kingra District, Punjab, situated in 32° 7/ N. and 77° 14’ E,,
on the left bank of the Beis river, r4 miles north of Sultinpur,
the fa/sz/ head-quarters. Population (1gox), 501. Nagar was
the capital of the Kulia Rajis, whose ancient residence crowns
an eminence looking down upon the river from a height of:
about 1,000 feet, and is now used as the residence of the -
Assistant Commissioner, Kuli. It was greatly damaged by the =
earthquake of April 4, 1905. It commands a magnificent view, .
and itself forms a striking feature of the village. Nagar is also
~ the head-quarters of the Kul@ Forest division and of the Assis-
tant Engineer, Kuld, and contains a post and telegraph office.

Nirmand.-—Village in the Kuld subdivision of Kingra Dis-
trict, Punjab, situated in 31°26” N. and 77° 38’ E. Population
(1901), 1,150. Near it stands an ancient temple dedicated
to Parasu Rima, in which is deposited a copperplate deed -
of grant in Sanskrit, probably of 612—3 A.D., recording the '
assignment of the village of Sulisagrima by a king Samudrasena ..
to the Brihmans who studied the Atharva Veda at Nirmanda, .
a temple dedicated to the god Triparantaka or Siva under the
name of Mihiresvara or the Sun-god. -

[ Corpus Inscriptionum Indicarum, vol. iii, p. 286.]

Nirpur Town.—Head-quarters of the faks#/ of the same
name in Kingra District, Punjab, situated in 32° 18’ N.and -
75° 55" E., 37 miles west of Dharmsila on the road to Pathankot,
on the western side of a hill which rises sharply from the plain.
Population (1901), 4,462. Nirpur was anciently called Dhameri
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(or Temmery in the old travellers), and was renamed Narpur
in honour of the emperor Nir-ud-din Jahangir. The fort,
begun by one of the local Rijis, was finished in the time
of Aurangzeb. It contains a curious wooden temple, and
excavations made in 1886 revealed the existence of a stone
temple of much earlier date than the fort. The carvings
on the temple are of a kind unknown elsewhere in the Pro-
vince. The Rajas of Nirpur are known to Muhammadan
historians as the zaminddrs of Mau and Paithdn, and Narpur
became their capital after the destruction of Mau by Shih
Jahian. They were loyal feudatories of the Mughal empire,
but stoutly defended their territory against the Sikhs. Ranjit
Singh finally reduced Niirpur in 18135. '

The principal inhabitants are Rajputs, Kashmiris, and
Khattris, the last being descendants of -fugitives from Lahore,
who fled from the exactions of the later Muhammadan rulers.
The Kashmiris settled in Narpur in 1783, driven from their
country by famine ; and were reinforced by others from a like
cause in 1833. They carried with them the national manu-
facture of their native valley, that of shawls of paskmina wool,
and made the town famous for the production of these and
other woollen cloths. Owing to the collapse in the shawl
trade which followed the Franco-Prussian War, the trade has
dwindled, and is now confined to the manufacture on a small
scale of shawls and woollen fabrics of an inferior description.
Nirpur was for long the chief town of the District, in both size
and commercial importance ; but owing to the decay of its
chief industry, shawl-weaving, it is now much reduced, though
still a centre of local trade. The municipality was created in
1867. The income and expenditure during the ten years
ending 1902-3 averaged Rs. ro,200. In 1903-4 the income
was Rs. 9,700, chiefly derived from octroi; and the expendi-
ture was Rs. 11,300, The town possesses a Government
dispensary, and the municipality maintains an Anglo-vernacular
middle school.

Pathyar.—Village in Kiangra District, Punjab, 12 miles
south-east of Dharmsala. Population (1901), 1,983. An in-
scription of a primitive type, cut in both the Brahmi and
Kharoshthi scripts, in letters of remarkable size, recording the
dedication of a tank, probably in- the third century B.c., has
been found here. The village suffered serious damage in the
earthquake of April 4, 190s.

[ Epigraphia Indica, vol. vii, p. 116.]

Rohtang,—Pass in the Kuld subdivision of Kingra Dis-



