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Hissar District]

CHAPTER II.

HIBTCRY.
- SECTION A—PHYSICAL HISTORY.

Looking to the uniform chamcl:erl_of the physical features
of the distriot, its past physical history cannot have been other
than an uneventful one. :

Chapter IT, A.

Physicﬁistory.

Past changes in

The tract of which the Hissar district forms a part was in all courses of rivers,

probability formed by alluvial deposits from the rivers Sutlej and
Jumua and the minor streams of the Ghaggar or Saraswati and
the Chautang. Of these the Sutlej and Jumna have retired
westward and eastward respectively, while the other two have,
owiug to causes already noticed, sunk to very small dimen-
gions.

The sandy hillocks of the Bagar or western part of the
district owe their origin to the gradual deposit and accumulation
of fine particles of sand carried eastward from the deserts of
Bikénir and Réjputéna by the westerly winds, which prevail in
the district all through the year, and especially in May and June.

The part of the Punjab to the south of the stream of the

Butlej has perhaps more than any other portion of the pro-

vince suffered from the famines which have from time to time
scourged Northern Iudia, and within the tract in question the
Hissar district has borne not only the first burst but experienced
the acutest stages of the distress. The district borders on the
sandy deserts of the Rédjputéna and has to receive the first rush
of starving immigrants thevefrom. Though the opening of
communications has perhaps obviated any danger of absolute
and extended starvation, still the question of famine must from
the above considerations occupy a position of much importance
in the administration of the district.

The first famine of which we have any authentic account
is that of A. D. 1783, the chdlisa kil or famine of san chdlis
(Sambat 1840) by which the whole country was depopulated.
The year previous had been dry and the harvest poor, but in 1783
it entirely failed. The country was depopulated, the peasants
abandoning their villages and dying by thousands of disease
and want. In the neighbourhood of Hénsi only the inhabitants
held their own, but even here tha smaller villages were deserted
by their inhabitants who took refuge in the larger vil 3
until the severity of the famine should be passed. In other

arts of the district none remained who had the stre to fly.
No reliable statistics of the mortality are extant, but thers
can be no doubt that the people suffered terribly. Some died

&e.

Famines,

¥ Ban chélisa.



(Punjab Gazetteer,
22 _ CHAP, II,—HISTORY.

Chapter IT, A. helplessl;;h in their vigag'es, others fell exhau'st.eg on the way
N towards the south and east, where they thronged in search of
Physioal Emtory ' food and employment. Nor was the morta.lityg counfined to the
Ban chéliva, inhabitants of the district, for thonsands of fagitives from Biké-
nir flocking into Haridna perished in the vain endeavoir fo
reach Delhi and the Jamna. The price of the commonest food
grains rose to five and six sérs per rupee. Fodder for cattle
failed utterly, and the greater part of the agricultural stock of
the district perished. But for the berries found in the wild
brushwood the distress would have been even greater. Stories
" are told of parents devouring their children, and it is beyond a
doubt that children were during this fatal year gladly sold to
any one who would offer a few handfuls of grain as their price.
The rains of the previous year had failed entirely, and this year
too it was not until September that a drop fell. The heat of the
summer was intense, and all through July and August the people
looked in vain for relief. At last, in the month of Asau; (the
lztter part of September and beginning of October) copious rain
fell here and thronghout the Province. There were not many
left to turn the opportunity to account, and the few who were
found in the district were, for the most part, immigrants from
Bikénir, who had been unable, after crossing the border, to
penetrate further eastward. These, bowever, seized upon the
deserted fields and cultivated patches here and there. The
result was a spring harvest in 1784 of more than ordinary
excellence, The country gradually became re-peopled, but
priucipally from the west, comparatively few of the original in-
- habitants returning to seek their old homes. Many who did
return, found their fields caltivated by recent immigrants. In
some cases the immigrants were onsted; in others they sub-
mitted to pay a quit rent to the former proprietors. The distrigh
has been re-colonized, but it cannot be said that the traces of
the famine are yet lost. The present parched and dried up
appearance of the country is popularly said to date from the
disastrous effects of the drought of 1783; the fatal year is the
era from which every social relation of the people dates. Few
villages have a history which goes back uninterraptedly to a
period before the famine, aud there probably is not one which
does not date its present form of tenure from the time when
cultivation was resumed.

The famine of In common with the whole of the tract between the Jumna
1860-61. and Sutlej the districts of Hissdr and Sirsa were visited with
severe famine in 1860-61.

The harvests of 1859-60 appear to have been poor from
scanty rainfall, so that the local

|Hm'&m

o stock of grain had been much de-

Jan 'ij'rxﬁ{' Jany. pleted before the year 1860-61.

Ata w w| 2| 9|2 | 10 Thesummer, autamn and win-
. - BIwl8|® fter rains of that year were
e A ¥|U| 2|13 more scanty, even than in the

previous year, and as aconse-
quence both the kharif and rabi harvests failed. The degree of
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scarcity which prevailed may be jundged from the marginal Chapter IT, A.

figures for prices in sérs per rupee at the towns of Hissér and
Sirsa.

The famine

Large numbers of cattle died and many left the district in 1860-61L.

quest of places where fodder sufficient to preserve life might
be found. Within the limits of the old Hissér district it is
estimated that 192 persons and 38,000 cattle died of absolute
starvation, while 21,400 souls and 47,500 cattle left the district.

" Measnres of relief were started in February 1861, when the
khawf had failed and there were no prospects of a rabi. The
relief given took the form of payment by way of wages for work

done mostly out of Public Funds, and by way of charity to old

and infirm persons, for the most part, out of sums raised by
private subscription.

In the week ending February 16 the daily totals of persons
employed on works in the Hissar district amounted to 11,021, and
of those relieved gratuitously to 10,252 ; a month later the figures
were 8,680 and 14,818 respectively ; and for the las fortnight of
April 12,123 and 40,877 ; the gimilar figures at the end of May

were 18,985 and 60,161, the highest point reached.

In the early days of June rain fell and a demand for plough”
labourers at once sprang up. A pair of bullocks and a plonghman
earned not less than Re. 1-0-0 to 1-4-0 per diem. The scarcity of"

slough cattle prevented full advantage being taken of the rainfall."
R‘ha repletion of the village tanks at once stopped the relief works

" which their excavation supplied, and this and the otbess

causes reduced the daily totals of persons who received wages:

in the last fortnight of June from 10,585, the figure in thew

previous fortnight, to 8,451. The total cases gratuitously re-
lieved in the same period were however 62,509, which rose
to 75,189 for the first fortnight of July. The summer and
autumn rains were good and relief operations gradually de-
creased in amount more or less continuously after July up to
the end of September, in the last fortnight of which month
only 3,040 persons were itously relieved. During the first
fortnight o? October the daily totals of persons receiving wages
amounted to only 3,719, and after this date relief operations censed
altogether. The daily totals of persoms who received wages
during the period of relief operations in the Hissir distriet alone
amounted to 190,369, while the similar figures for the recipients
of gratuitous relief were 658,870.

The detail of expenditure on famine relief in the districts

e of Hissdr and Sirsa is
Famine l and Mune | Totsl.  given in the margin.
oy O e b In addition to these

taaa - L S i sums takkdvi advances
Birsa .. .| 6342 9,21 16,069 for the purchase of
bullocks and seed grain

were made to the impoverished zamindérs by Government and
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by the Committee of the Famine Relief Fund raised by public
subseription.

The Govarnmm_:t advances amounted in the Hissdr districh
to Rs. 88,000, and in Sirsa to Rs. 22,989.

Nearly 5,000 cultivatorsin the district received advances im

this way, and they were, for the most part, duly repaid. With the

Famine of 1869-70.

help of these and the good summer, autumn and winter rains of
1861-62, as & general rule, good harvests were obtained in that
year.,

The balances of the land revenue demand in the two districts
in the year 1860-61 amounted to Rs. 1,05,103, or 33 per cent, of
the demand in Hissér, and Rs. 85,439, or 45 per cent. in Sirsa.
The whole of these sums were remitted. ] :

The districts of Hissér and Sirsa again suffered, more perhaps
than any other districts in the Cis-Sut%ej tract, in the famine of
1869-70.: The harvests of 1867 had been below average, the winter
rains of 1867-68 were unusually heavy and appear to have had a

~prejudicial effect on those which should have come in the summer

and autumu of 1868. On July 18th in the latter year there wasa

fairly general rainfall throughout the district, except in the

Bhiwdni tahsil. Plonghing operations at once commenced and

the khari{ was sown, %mt no more rain fell, and in September it
became clear that there would be no kharif harvest, while the
season for rabi sowings was fast slipping away ; at the same

time the difficulties of the sitnation were aggravated by the great

scarcity of fodder for cattle which constitute a principal paré of
the wealth-of a great portion of the population of the district.
A considerable export of grain, chiefly bdjra, was going on at the

same time into the Bikénir territory where the prospects of

famine were far greater even than in Hissér, i

The degr:sa- of scarcity which prevailed in October 1868

Tune, | ouoner. M2y be judged from a com-

s——o- |-s——o~ Parison of the prices prevail-
Wheat., . | 20|10 |10 [ § Iogin Janeand October 1868,
Jowtes x =13 | 6| 1| o whichwere asin the margin in
grm .. o |8 | 8] M1°8 sépeperrupeeat Hissdr.- The
Mo 2 T | 013 8 distresstook tangible shape in
Menglar o e B [ | ® the distrietin the incursion in
Bhidisa (fodder) 8 % ° Augustof numbers of hungry
Jowér stalks.., s 1 immigrants from Bikénir on

. their way eastward in search of
food and work. During the month of September reliof opera-
tions began by the opening in various localities of poor-houses
supported by voluntary subscriptions. In October famine relief
works in the shape of tank excavation and road raising paid
for from Public Funds were sanctioned and commeneed, for
the most part, in the Barwéla tahsil, By this time prospects
were gloomy in the extreme. Both the kharif harvest and the
grass crop had failed entirely, the latter more completely even
than in 1860-61, and all hopes of a rabi had faded away. The
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tanks had all dried up and wells in many places had become
brackish and the inhabitants had no chanee but to leave their
villages and seek food and pasture elsewhere, while the num-
bers flocking in from Réjputéna, where prospects were even
more gloomy, added to the complications. .

TFamine relief works were extended and the metalled road
from Fissér to Hansi and the raising of the kacha road from
Hansi to Bhiwéni were taken in hand ir. Janunary 1869. In that
month prices stood as follows in sérs per rupee at Hissdr:—

8. Q@
‘Wheat . : por, a6
Bijra i D P Sea * g
Jowér L AR O e 10 8
Gram o i — 13 8
Barley e ot 12 8
o NP i g Ol 10 8
Mitign eae o nvodad 1% ety s8
 Jowhr (fodder) ... L At 30 0
Pala 3 o o 30 0
Bhisa e 36 0

They shew how acute tho prevalent scarcity was, but in spite
of this a fairly large amount of exporh of gram had gone on into the
neighbouring States of lijputdna, whore dearth was even more
pronounced, and this continned at all events during the firsh
half of the year 1869, whilo the distress was daily deepening.
The winter rains south of the Sutlej though giving a small and
very temporary supply of fodder were too scanty to raise ang
hopes for the rabi of 1869, which failed entirely. Up to the 20t

February Rs. 11,990 had been collocted as subseriptions, and with
an equivalent grant from Govornment this was found sufficient
to carry on the charitable volief operations. In Hissdr districh
up to this date 46 poor homes had been opened forthe distri-
bution of food and 106,808 men and 126,970 women and child-
ren had been relieved, the majority of these men being those
who were too old and infirm to work. Takkdvi advances were
also given for the construction of pucea and kacha weolls, by
means of which eultivators were enabled to raise a small arca of
rabi crops in some parts of the 'district. Meanwhile cattle had

Chapter IT, A.
Physical Histery.
Famine of 1869-70°

died in large numbers and those that remained eked out the’

miserably scanty store of fodder with chopped kikar leaves and
other equally iunutritious food which frequently brought on
disease and increased the already excessive mortality, In March
1869, in spite of all the measures which had been taken to arrest
the progress of the distress, it continued to increase. The daily
total of destitute persons who received gratuitous relief from the
Local Committee in Hissdr amounted to 132,789, while the
similar number of thoso employed on public works during the
month was 61,309, This average was maintained in the sub-
sequent month ; but during May the distress increased rapidly,
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Chapter I, A. The great heat withered up the grassand ocattle began to die
M m;in*ﬁnmbei‘s.

Franiine of 7869-70.

. Many immigrants from Bikénir a.ga.in. came into the diaﬁrict.
and the poor unable to buy grain supported themselves on the
fruit of the karil, which is unwholesome when eaten in any

‘quantities, and on the leaves of the Jdl or Pilu.

But whether the jungle fruits were wholesome or not, they
were the means of saving many lives; for in this year of
famine the crop of wild fruit was larger than had been ever
before remembered, and during the month of June gave food to
many thousand people. -

During the month of May 115,387 persons were gratui-
tously relieved, while 505,334 received wages on famine works
in the Hissér district. During June and July no improvement
took place on the sitmation. The Bikénir immigrants began
to pass back through this district on their way homewards
after a fruitless search for labour in the east, and on their way

back they halted in large numbers in and around the town of
Hissér.

At the end of June 1869 prices stood as follows :—

- S
Wheat et e i It . 10
Barley ... ves fi, 1Ay UNTES NG
Gram i o 12 6
Jowér 156 Vi s 8BS G
Béjra SO (1] 8
Moth ww DA taTs ke U o ol
Ming LR 1 8
Jowir (fodder) ... W 20 0
Bhisa e o5 a4 2D 0

Pﬂlﬂ Tans e e e 20 0

The rainfall in June and July north of the Satlej did not
extend to the districts of Hissér and Sirsa, a few scanty showers
fell in the latter half of July in Tahsils Hénsi and Bhiwéni, bat
were of no use for ploughing operations. The number of per-
gons gratuitously relieved in Hissér during the month of -f:ly
amounted to 169,189 and those employed on famine works
numbered 54,423 ; so terrible was the searcity of fodder that u
to the 80th June 1869 152,801 head of cattle had died, of whic

~ no less than 44,061 were plongh bullocks. These figures apply

to the Hissdr distriet. In Sirsa the 8ikh Jats at great expense
and trouble managed to keep the cattle alive, The Muham-
madan Bhattis, on the other hand, slew and ate them, while the
Bagri Jats let theirs lose on the conntry side.

In May takkdvi advances to the extent of Rs. 80,000 for the -
purchase of seed grain and plough bullocks had been sanctioned
and were distributed during the month of June, In-addition to



Hissar District.]
CHAP. 1I,—HISTORY. 27

this up to June 80th 1869 Rs. 76,687 had been advanced in a
similar way for the construction of wells and irrigation cuts
from the Ghaggar and Rs. 43,382 for the construction of wells
and tanks for drinking purposes. The total sum which had been
spent in Hissar district on famine relief and takkdvi advances
up to the end of June amounted to Rs. 8,05,763. The general
health of the district up to date had been good and no anthen-
ticated case of death from starvation is said to have occurred.

During the first fortnight of August the state of matters was
such as to give rise to the gravest appreaensions. In place of
seasonable rain for kharif sowings antf rabi ploughings, hot burn-
ing winds daily swept across the district, which, more especially
in the southern part, withered up the small area of kharif crops
which had been sown on the scanty rains of July.

It becameé clearly apparent that if, as appeared probable,
the kharif harvest again failed totally as it had in 1868, the
district would be plunged info a calamity, the direful con-
sequences of which it was impossible to exa.%p;e:mha. With a
distriot in which thriftless Ranghars and Pachhddés abounded
it was estimated that three-quarters of the total population
would require relief.

The following extracts from letters of the Deputy Commis-
sioner gives a graphic description of the state of the district in
August :(— . '

« The distriet is exposed to the first shock of the immigration
of the starving population of the Réjputina States. Considering
then that being always poor, we have no resources left unused ;
that there will have been no harvest for two years; that for a
practical purposes cattle no longer exist in the district ; and that
we are being inundated by a flood of paupers from Bikénir,
Jaipur, and other States, the calculation which gives three-
quarters of the people of the district as the number which
will have to be fed by Government, if they are not to starve,
does not meem incorrect, indeed, in saying that one-fourth
of the population can do without aid, it is only ou the sup-
position that the Canal authorities will afford a reasonable
supply of water to the district. It appears then that, in case
the kharif fails, there will be some 850,000 people to whom

‘relief must be giver.. It isin vain to expect that every exertion

possible can prevent a fearful mortality. The people are so
reduced by starvation and want that their bodies are almost
rotten; the least blow brings on a festering sore. To use physical
force to such is impossible. Many of them are so wild with
hanger, and others wish to get more than their share by scramb-
ling, that orders to keep quiet and to wait till the turn of each

erson comes are quite unheeded, and as soon as the food is
Erought a general rush takes place, and the people shove and
gcramble like so many wild beasts.”

Under such circumstances matters were put in hand for
a large extension of relief operations.

Ohapter IT, A.
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‘Famine of 1869-70.
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On the 22nd and 28rd August rain fell over a considerabls

Pl - ﬂhtory portion of the southern half of the Hissér district and enabled

Famine of 1869-70

- agricultural operations to be begun, but distress still continued

* to increase and during the whole month the daily totals of
persons receiving gratuitous relief amounted to 272,116, while
the number of those employed on famine works was 53,666,

Barly in Beptember a little rain fell but prices still 0S8,
wheat selling at 8% sérs to the rupee. During the last
week in August and the first week in September the daily
totals of persons relieved amounted to 125,710 in the Hissdr
district, but about September 7th, the long delayed rain came
ab last, and the district in common with the rest of the Punjab,
and especially the Cis-Sutlej portion thereof, was saved from a
famine in which it is hard to see how the starving population
could have been in any way adequately provided for. Owing
however more especially to the presence of the Bikénir immi.
grants who remained in the district relief operations had to be
continued some time longer. In the month of September the
number of persons employed on works fell to 38,099, and that of
those relieved gratuitously to 242,028. These fi gures of course
represent the sum of the daily totals.

The subsequent gradations of scarcity can be judged from

the marginal figuves :—

Porsons. | Rocelved A final grant of

onworks, | reliof,  Bs. 2,500 was received

from the Central Relief

: Committee at Lahore on

ORI o7 Ll mo,a:z Docember 2nd, thus clos-
TN i b S ing its account with the

district to which 1t had
gent Rs. 35,500 during the famine. In the Sirsa district alone it
is estimated that 148,590 head of caftle perished in the famine,
and an equal number undoubtedly died in Hissdr. On the whole
the two districts lost altogether 300,000 cattle in 1868-69. The
marginal figures show the amounts expended in the Hissdr
and Sirsa districts in
gratuitous relief. Of
these sums Rs. 16,000
and Rs. 649, respective-
ly, were spent in givinﬁ
=¥t pecuniary assistance an:
Bs. | Ba.| e the rest in feeding des-
10,542 9,920/ 95500 78,013 titute persons. Inaddi-
Sirss .. .| 538 8742 G013 633 xs,:;’oi]a;,sfa tion to these sums ]E_ts.
=l - §8,820, as per margin,
=== was ecxpended in the

Private sub.|

DisTRICT.

Donations.

Government
equivalent.
vernment
Erants.

seription,

Other Go-

:
£¥
B

Government

Publio Funds,| FIrase Sab- | Goverament | metal, Hissdrdistrictin the pro-
socution of famine relief

. [ 2o, works. As in 1860-61,

pe R: ; R:m l wep S0 in the famine of
i e : : 1869-70, large advances
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of takkdvi were mado by Government to the impoverished zamin.
déirs, The mabter has been touched upon above.

« The balances of land revenue which aecrued in the
districts of Hissdr and Sirsa for the agricnltural year 1868-69
amounted to Rs. 48,958 and Rs. 52,969, respectively, of which
Re. 7,698 and Rs. 12,383 were remitted. The famine has
been dealt with at some length as the question is one which
intimately concerns the administration of the district. Two
points appear to stand out with great clearness, namely, that
the first shock of famine will bring in a crowd -of starving
immigrants from  Bikénir, and at the same time the greater
scarcity which will prevail there will induce export og grain
from this district. The question of fodder supply is only
second in importance to thab of food snpply in this district
in case of prolonged drought and consequont; imﬁne, and it is
one with which it is far more difficalt to cope. The introdue-
tion of railway communication throngh the length of  the
distriet has made a vast difference in the facilities for suddenly
ineveasing the food stocks of the district, but unfortunately no
scheme has as yet been elaborated for the wholesale importa-
tion of fodder. 1t is by efforts in this direction that a priceless
boon can be conferred upon the district.

Chapter IT, A.

Physical History.

Famine of 1869-70,

Scarcity prevailed in the district in 1877-78. ‘The aubumn Soarcity of 187748,

raing of the former year failed. The total average fall all over
the district for the months of June and J uly was 4'5 inches
against a decennial average of 7:6 inches and the similar figures
or the months August, Sep tember and October were 1'5 inches
and 6'8. The kharif of 1877 in consequence fuiled and. there
was litble rabi in 1878. Prices stood as follows at Hisfr i—

e S,
Jowdr 20
Béjra 17k
Wheat Wt i 13%
Barley 20
Gram T

No relief works were opened either in IHissdr or -Sirsa,
but a considerable number of persons left their liomes to obtain
work on the branches of the Sirhind Canal which were being
newly excavated in Ferozepore,

... The revenue demand in Hissir was fully collected in the
years 1877-78 and 1878-79 ; in Sirsa, however, a sum of Rs. 3,799
was remitted in the former year and ome of Rs. 6,328 sus-
pended in the latter. Takkdv# advances for the purchase of
séed grainand bullocks werc givea to the extent of Rs. 17,000 and
Rs. 10,000 in the two districts rospoctively.

Cattle as usual suffered severely from scarcity of fodder, no
less than 55,532 are said to havo died in tho Sivsa distriet alone
in 1877-78.
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A large portion of the tract now included in the district,
together with parts of the district of Robtak, ave better knowa
to history under the name of Haridna. The origin of the name
is attributed by the people o a Réja named Hari Chand, who is
said at some undefined period to have come from Oudh and
people this part of the comntry. Others derive the name from
the word hari (slain), in allusion to a tradition of great slanghter
of Khatriés by Paras Rém, on 21 different oceasions, at a
village a few miles to the west of Jind. The Settlement Officer,
Munshi Amin Chand, derives the name from haridban, the name
of a wild plant, with which the country was formerly said to be
overgrown. A more probable derivation is from hara (green)
in allusion to the expanse of brushwood which once covered the
greater part of the district, and even now covers large portions
of it, giving at certain seasons of the year an aspect of greenness
to the whole conntry., If hara (green) is the correct derivation
of the name, it is now scarcely applicable, but probably carries
us back to a past in which the Saraswati was a large river
scattering verdure and fertility round it' and the rainfall
greater than it is now. Of the period antecedent to the
Mohammadan invasions there is practically nothing of the
nature of history except vague local treditions and such
inferences as, can be gathered from the numerous ancient
architectural remains scattered about the district.

1f the results of archeological investigation can be trusted
Hénsi with its fort is one of the most ancient towns in India
and carries us back to a time long prior to the Musalmén con-
q]raeat when thetract was the scene of a vigorous Hindu civilization,
the results perhaps of the settlement of the Aryan invaders in the
not distant Brahmarshidés, a tract between the Saraswati and the -
Ghaggar in the Karnl district. The numerous architectural
remains of undoubted Hindu origin which are found built into-
the walls of Musalmén tombs and mosques in many parts of the
district point to the conclusions indicated above.

The earliest fact of an historical nature with which local
tradition deals is an invasion of the Tunwar Réjpit clan after it
had established itself at Delhi under 4l I according to
Sir H. Elliot in A.D. 786,and according to Tod in A.D, 792,

The leader of the invasion is said to have been Bijepdl, a
brother of Anangpél, who founded the present village of %Sa.hﬁnn.
and others in its neighbourhood. The tract was at that time pro-
bably divided into petty chieftainships which were merely
nominally subject to the Delhi Réja. ;

Meanwhile the Chauhén R&pfits of Ajmere and Sambhar
were rising to importance. At some time in the lst or 2nd
century of the Christian era Ajepél, the progenitor of the Chau-
héns, is said to have founded Ajmere and his descendants
gradually extended their power in that region, till in A.D. 685
Ménik Rai, the great Chauhdn Réja, waslord of Ajmere and Sam-



In A.D. 1048 Ferishtah tells us that the Delhi R4ja, p

Hissar District.] a1
CHAP. IL.—HISTORY.

bhar. In that year he was driven from the former place by
one of the first Musalmén invasions, hut he soon returned and
recovered Ajmere and the Chauhén dominion continued to
extend.

Doojgandeo, his grandson, about the year A.D. 800 guccess-
fully opposed the Musalmén invader Subaktagin and extended
the Chauhén rule to Bhatner, Bisaldeo, a Chauhén King
about the year A.D. 1000 had extended his authority over the
Tunwar Réjés of Delhi, and they appear to have acknowledged
him as their suzerain. Tlie Chauhéns in short at this period
appear to have been paramount amo:g the Rajpfit tribes as is
shown by the fact that Bisaldeo headed a confederacy of them
against the invading Musalméns.

The tract included in the present Hissér district appears
to have been on the frontiers of the Chauhén dominions, for
local tradition tells, and is confirmed by the authorities quoted
by Tod, that the frontier fortress of Asi o Hénsi was assigned
probably as a fief to Aniréj, the son of Bisaldeo, about the
year A.D. 1000. With the growing tide of Musalmén inva-
sion we come to the first authentic history of the district, :

According to ons of Sir H. Elliot’s historians, Masiid, the son
of Mahm#d of Ghasni, made an unsuccessfal attempt on the fort
at Hénsi. In A.D. 1087 or, as wonld appear from Tod, in
A.D. 1025, he laid siege to it for the second time, and after a

desperate resistance succeeded in taking the place, which up to

thattime had been known ag the virgin fort. The Chauhéns under

Tesht'sﬂ, the son of Anfirdj, were driven forth and founded the
Hara dynasty of Boondi. a3 -

It is not impossible that Hara which appears to have been a
auhin name may supply a derivation for the name -Haridna,
which thus preserves the memory of Chaghén rulo in this part.
robably a

Tunwar vassal of the Chauhéns, recovered Hénsi, and it remained
in their hands for over a century,

In AD. 1178 the Tunwar d asty of Delbi came to an end in
the person of Anangpél 11 and t{\ne at Chauhdn Rai Pathaura
or Prithi R4j ascended the throne o Delhi, and the tract com-
{;rised in the district appears to have been brought more direct-
y under the Delhi R4ja than before, Prithi R&j made consider-
able- additions to the fort at Hénsi, converting it into an
important military stronghold, and a small building at Tosham

nown as his kackeri perhaps testifies to the reality of his
rule. At this period Muhammad Ghori was beginning his

invasions which were to finally subvert the ancient thrones of
Hindustén,

In the year 1191 Muhammad Ghor
by Prithi R4j at Naraini on the banks
i the Karndl district. Ho returned th
Was utterly overthrown on the banks of

i (bin Séni) was routed
of the Sarsiti, probably,
e next year, Prithi R4j
the Saraswati and being
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captured in his flight near Sirsa was put to death. Hamir, the
immediate Chaah&n roler of Hénsi and the adjacent territory,
was glain at the same time.' As the fruits of his victory,
Delhi, Ajmere, Hénsi and Barstti (Sirsa) fell into the hands of
the conqueror, but he appears to have established no settled rule
over the tract or country now included in the Hissér district.
In the anarchy which prevailed, the Jatu clan of-Réjpits, an
offshoot of the Tunwars, who appear to have entered the dis-
trict from Ré4jputdna some time preyiously, spread in a south-
erly direction, rendering probably no more than a nominal sub-
mission to the Musalmén Kings of Delhi. The Musalmén power
seems to have been gradually consolidated in this part, for we
find that in 1254 or 1255 in the reign of Muazzam, a slave king,
the district including Hénsi, Sirsa, Barwéla and Jind were in
the fief or government of Ulagh Khan, & high official of the

Delhi Court ; and these places appear to have been garrisoned
with Musalmén troops.

On the fall of the Khilji dynasty after the murder of Mu--
béarak Khilji by Khasru Khan, Sarsti or Sirsa, which at that
time, according to Wassaf, was one of the chief towns in Upper
India, was among the first places to come intothe hands of Ghids-
ud-din, Tughlak, on his march from Dipélpur to Delhi to seize
the throne, and it was during the ascendancy of the dynasty
founded by him that the tract now included in the distriet
came into prominence.

On the death of Muhammad Tughlak, his son Firoz marched
from Mooltan to Delbi wvig Sirsa to sccure the succession
to the throne. On the way he founded the present town
of Fatahabad in this district naming it after his son. Its primary
object no doubf was to serve asa starting point for his hunting
expeditions to which pastime le was passionately addicted.
In order to supply the new town with water he dug a channel
from the Ghaggar at Phuldd, now in Patidla, to Fatahabad;
it is still in existones under the name of the Joiya, and it
has already been referred to in the account of the Ghaggar.
The founding of tho town of Hissdr, or Hissir Firoza as it was
then called, by Yiroz Shal, is deseribed in detail by Shams-i-Afif,
one of Sir H, Elliot’s historians. The reason assigned for the
building of the place was the doserted and arid character of the

ot, which was on tho direct road from Khurasin, Mooltan and
the western Punjab across the wastes of Monbgomery, Sirsa and
Hissér to the capital of the empire at Delhi. The real reason,
however, in all probability was that the place was admirabl
adapted as a starting part for the huuting expeditions in whiai
the Sultén frequently indulged and which often extended as far
as Dipélpur in Moutgomery. At that time the Ghaggar or
Saraswati brought down a much larger volume of water than
now, and the district was no doubt an excellent hunting ground.
However this may be, the town was built and included a fort
and a palace for the Sultdn. The materials of old Hindu temples
were used in the construction, and a large quantity in all pro-
bability were brought from the site of the town of Agrola
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which had probably lost much of its former importance.
There appears to have been a fairly large Hindu town or village,
or rather group of villages, in existenoe on or near the site of the
new town which wers called the great and little Laras. When
the city was completed, surrounded with a wall and a diteh and

adorned with a palace which had no “ equal,” it was found that

there. was no water-supply. The Sultin therefore * resolved

in his munificence to bring a supply of water there,” a resolve-
which resulted in the construction of the camal now known as.

that of the Western Jumna. Before the founding of Hissér the
tract now in this district had been included in the shikk or
division of Hénsi. Hissér was now, however, made the head-
uarters of a division which incladed the districts (sktads), of
%ﬁusi, Agroha, Fatahabad Sarsiti (Sirsa) and others. Firoz
also built which is now the village of Firozabad Harni Khera,
12 miles from Sirsa,and is said to have supplied it with water
by means of a canal which he conducted to the town from the
Ghaggar or Kagar and which passed close to the town of
Sarstti. There is no such canal in existence now.

The year 1398 witnessed the invasion of Taimdr, more
commonly known'asTamarlane. Having successfully accomplish«
ed the passage of the Satlej he marched across the desert to
Bhatner now in Bikénir territory, at that time one of the
strongest places in Hindustén. The place fell into his hands
after desperate fighting. Thence he marched eastward along
the valley of the Ghaggar and encamped at a place called
Kinéra-i-hauz “bank of the tank orlake” This probably refers
to one-of the numercus lakes in the courseof the Ghaggar,
He thence }E)rooaedad vié Firozabad to Sarsiti or Sirsa, the

o

inhabitants of which fled on his approach ; they were pursued and
many of them slain as being hog-eaters.

Thence Taimfir continued his march to Fatahabed where he
encamped. Here again the inhabitants had fled on his
approach, but many were pursued and slain.

.. From Fatuhabad the invaders marched to a place called
Ahrfini, which very possibly corresponds to Ahrwén, an Aréfn
village on the Joiya stream. The place was sacked and
destroyed by fire, and the march was then resumed through the
jungles of the Ghaggar valley to Tohéna. On the march a
detached party of Taimir’s troops attacked and defeated a ‘tribe
described by the native historians as Jats who were famous
robbers. Thedv were probably the predecessors of the present
Pachhédés and are said by Taimér in his antobiography to have
been Musalmén in name, but it is scarcely possible that they had
been converted at that date. The Jats retreated into the
“ Bugarcane Jungles,” the mention of which suggests a much
greater and continuous flow of water in the Ghaggar than is to
be seen now when the caltivation of the sugarcane in that
tract is unknown. On his march from Tohéna towards Kaithal
Taimfr again attacked and dofeated the Jats near the presemt

villages of Himmatpura, Purn Mijre, and Udepar..
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The tract surrounding Hénsi and Hissér felt the full force of
those intestine discotds which rent the Delhi Empire in the
concluding days of the Taghluk dynasty., In 1408  Hissdr fell
7into the hands of the rebels, but was récovered by the royal
army under the Bmperor Muhammad Taghlak in person. In
1411, however, the district or tractiof Hinsicame into the hands
of Khizar Khan, who subsequently in 1414 ascended the throne
of Delhi as the first of the -Sayad dynasty. . Sarsiti appears to
have been a not unimportant place in the reign of Mubérak Shah

‘Sayad ; it is mentioned as being the rendezvous of the troops

of the neighbouring distpicts for the expedition agamst the
rebel fortress of Sirhind, it would therefore seem to have been
certainly a military centre if not more, In the same reign in

1428 the fief of Hissér was cot;_'r'e:fr_é_d_ on Mahmid Hassan &sa
“reward for good service. o oot : 9. 4y

i+ Dauring the feeble dynasty oﬁl.t_he, L.dd{s, Hissér or, rather

part of the ‘Delhi Bmpire, but it is

Bahlol Lodi. itk sdmisnota T AR _
{1, The town of Hissar ‘Firoza'~appears o have been  the

9

-2+ quarters of an Imperial garrisor ab thie' time of Bibar’s invasion,
. and it was a strabegic centre iu, the, operations prior to the

battle of Pénipat iu 1520, “The army quartered thers was

»in p position to operate e octually ou ths flank of Babar’s line of

Dl O o imaneh from Sirhind sonthwards towards ‘Delhi. ' On' reaching

... the Ghaggarhe learnt that tlid troops from Hissir wers advancing:

against him ; he accordingly degpatched Prince Huméytn against

' them. The latter succeeded in' defeating them, and his light

troops pressing on made themselyes masters of the town of
‘Hissér which Bibar handed over fo Huniiytn as & reward for his

.. swccess in this his first military expedition, During the reign of
... Sher Shah Sirsa continued to for a pantiof the empire; but be-

cause for a time the head-quarters of Rao Kaliysn Singh of Bikénir

" {awho had been driven outrof his tarritoties by tlie Jodlipur Rao.

| Sher Shah, however, defeated the Tatterat Ajmere and restored Rao

Kaliysn Singh to his throne of Bikfinir, On the renewed invasion of

| Indiaby Huméyn in 1558, Hissée with tho Punjabund the district

Akbar.

of Sirhind fell withont a,\g_t‘;-ugg]e into' the ha

‘of the Mughals,

Hissdr was in the reign jof Akbar a p[.a.lec; of con-

siderable importance ; it was the Lead-quarter of the revenuo

division or “sirkér ” of Hissér Firoua, itself a sub-division of tho

_metropolitan Subah, or province of Delhi. ' ‘I'he latter embraced

the whole of the present district inclusive of the Sirsa tahsil and
patts of the modern Rohtak district and of territory now incladed
in Bikénir and in the Sikh States to the east.

The following list and accompanying account of the mahdls
contained in this sirkdr is extracted from Beame’s edition of Sir
H, Elliot’s Supplemental Glossary, pages 132—=55.

% 3
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Strkar Hissir Firora.

Imﬁhé% Abroni; 8, Athkhera; 4, Bhangiwél; b, Punién ;

'8, Bh Barwila; 8, Bhattu; 9, Birwa; 10, Bhatner ;

11, Tohfina 3 12, Tosham ; 18, Jind ; 14, Jamalpur ; 15, Hissér ;

L " 16, Dhatrat ; 17, Sirsa ; 18, Sheordm ; 19, Sidhmukh ; 20, Swani ;

. 91, Shansdeh Dehét; 32, Fatahabad ; 23 Gohéna ; 24, Khanda ;
7 125, Mihun ; 26, Hénsi.

There are twenty-seven mahdls in this sirkdr (Hissér being
counted as two) and four dastdrs, Haveli Hissir Firoza,
Gohéna, Mahan, and Sirsa. There are, however, several parganas
excluded from the dastir list, for what reason does not appear.
‘Of these mahdls those which did not retain their old name in

' ‘our territory are numbers 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 18, 14,
' 15, 16, 18, 21 and 24.

2. Ahroni is partly in Ratia and partly in Fatahabad.

The historians of Taimdr point out its position, by saying it is ou

"' ''the road from Fatahabad to Tohéina. The place was burnt and

il pillaged by the conqueror, merely because the inhabitants did

' 110t come out to pay their respects. Ahroui has now reverted to

'+ its origival name of Ahurwén, whereas in Sirkdr Chanar Ahir-

" . \yra, which derived its name from the same tribe, has now been
"W eorrupted into Ahrora.

8. Athkhera is under the R4ja of Jind and is known now
" by'the name of Kasonan.

ats = 4. Bhangiwél, so called from the tribe of Jats which in-
% i U habited it, is the old name of Darba, in which place the officers of
v e vhe Réja of Bikdnir built a fort and thenceforward it came to be
- Lgonsidered the chief town of a pargana.

] 5. Punidn, called also after a tribe of Jats, is in Bikénir,
- /" but is now included in another pargana.

6. Bharangi is also in Bikénir.

_ 8. Bhattu is partly in Fatababad and partly in Darba,
" 1) Bhattu Khds is in the former pargana.

9. Birwa is in protected Sikh territory,

10. Bhatner. The old town of Blatner is in Bikﬁn{r, but
{500 part of the pargana is now included in Rania,

18. Jind gives name to one of the protected Sikh States.

14.  Jamélpur is incladed in the late cession from Patiila,
(v ! The old town of Jamélpur is near Toh4na,

16. Dhatrat was in Jind, but is now in British territory.

18. Sheordm is in the Bagar country, in the Jégir of
Nawab Amfr Khan. Two-thirds of Sheorfun wro now in Lohéru,
the remainder in Dédui.

19. Sidhmukh is in Bikénir,
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21. Shanzdeh Dehét or Karist (i.e., the sixteen villages) is
included in Ratia Tohéna amongst the late cessions from Patisla.
The ¢ldka is generall knownbythenameof@arthm
Ahmad. I have hean{ it stated that it is"in Jind and wot in

'Bsha. Tohéna,.

" 24. Khéndaisin Jind. To these m&y be a&ded 25 which
s probzhly Maham in Rohtak, )

6. . Is of course the modern Hnsi.
!1?119 -modern parganas are— _
1. ' Babial. 3. Ratia.
2. Rania. : 4. Darba.
Bahal was origivally in Swa.m from which it was separated

in A. D. 1758 by Jawhni Singh, a Ra.]pﬁt who built & mud fort at
Baha! and maintained possession of a few neighbouring villages.

. Rania was in Bhatner. The old name of the village was

bhgluar ‘The Réni of Réo Anfip Singh Rathaur took up her
bode here, built a mud fort, and changed the name of Rajabpur
to Rania which 11; has since retained.

Ratia is now included in one pargana with Tohfina. It
Em: composed of villages from Ahroni, Jamélpur, and Shanzdeh

‘Darba—see Bhangiw4l.

We hear nothing much of ishb tract included in the district,
during the reigns of the;'h‘cnea ing Mughal E orsup to the
.death of A.u.rangzeb in 1707, when we find that %wﬁb Shahddd
Khan, a Pathén of Kastir, was N4zim of the Sirkér of Hissér.
His tenurg, of office continned till 1738, and thus witnessed
the series of sanguinary straggles for the succession to the
Imperial throne, which resulted in the accession of Mubammad
Shah in 1719, Dmng the rule of the Nawdb the district
appears to have enjoyed a fair measure of peace and prosperity,
the last Which it was destined to see for a long time.

Shahd4d Kh;n was éoill;owed by Nawébs Kamgaéu Khan,
Faujdér Khan and Aolia u of Farukhnagar in the Gurgéon
dmtnct who ruled from 1738 to 1760 successively, &

It was during this period that the invasion of Nédar
Shah in 1739 shook the Imparml throne to its foundation.
With the accession of Ahmad Shah in 1748 the disintegration
of the empire advanced apace, and the present Hissér district
became the scene of a sort of triangular duel between the
Sikhs of the north-east, the marauding Bhattis of the mor
snd north-west and the Musalméns of the south. In 1781, Ala

Bingh, the founder of the Patisla State, had begun a struggle
with the Bhatti Chiefs of Bhatner and Fa-tahab&&, which lasted
for his lifetime. The Bhaitis at this dpanod were a pastoral
race, fierce and restless in their habits and impatient of any con-
trol. They were little more thmabmdoﬂ‘obhau;bnﬁthe}r
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boldness, the rapidity of their movements, and the savage
character of their country, saved them from being crashed by
their powerful neighbours of Patidla and Jind, whom they
continually irritated by their raids. They lived, for the most
part, in open villages, or wandered about with their flocks in
search of pasture.

A few towns, or rather fortified villages, were scattered
through the waste, which the Bhatti tribes made their ren-
dezvous on the approach of danger. These were Fatahahad,
Sirsa, Rania and Abohar. .

Ala Singh’s struggle with the Bhattis, the chief of whom
was Muhawmad Amin Khan, dragged on for 10 years without
any very definite result. . In 1754 the Sikh Chief with his son
Lal SBingh overran the Mah4ls of Tohéna, Jamalpur, Dhérsul and
Shikérpur, which at the time belonged to the Bhatti Chiefs
Mchammad Amin Khan and Muhammad Hassan Khan. The
latter solicited the aid of the Imperial Governor or Nézim of
Hissér and he sent reinforcement, but the Bhattis were defeated
in an engagement at Akslgarh now in Patifla territory, and
this was followed up by a successful might surprise on the
Bhatti camp, and Muhammad Amin therefore fled to Hissdr.
He there received a fresh reinforcement of Imperial troops,
with whose aid he again faced the Sikhs in 1757. The com-
bined forces of Bhattis and Tmperialists were overthrown in
the battle of Dharsul and the Hissér Governor himself slain.
The Sikhs on this occasion appear to have penetrated as far as
Hissér itself, which they sacked, and in 1761 they treated the
fortified town of Tohéna in a similar manner. In consequence
of the anarchy which had set in throughout the distriet the
Imperial Wazir Najib-ud-daula himself proceeded to Hissér and,
probably, as a counterpoise to the Sikhs, appointed Nawib Amin
Khan, the Bhatti Chief of Rania, to be Nézim of Hissdr. This
measure, however, failed to stem the tide of Sikh depredations
and in the course of the next five or six years Gajpat Singh and
Amar Singh, Mahéraja of Patisla,succeeded in making themselves
masters of the Mahéls of Jind, Safidon, Kasuhan and Tohéna.
In 1768 Nagir Khan, a Rohilla Chief, was deputed by Waazir
Najib-ud-daula to proceed to Harifina and endeavour to stop
the invading Sikhs ; he was, however, defeated and slain at
Miran near Barnéla in Patidla, and shortly afterwardsin 1771
Amar Singh obtained possession of the fort of Bhatinda. The
next two Nawébs of Hissér were T4j Muhammad Khan, a Biloch,
and Najab Ali Khan, but they were not successful in putting
matters on any more satisfactory footing than before. The
power of Sikhs increased daily, and in the winter of 1774 Mah4-
réja Amar Singh with Ninun Mal, his famous Minister, laid
siege to Bighar, a stronghold of the Pachhidds near Fataha-
bad. The Bhatti Chiefs endeavoured to relieve the place but met
with a sharp reverse and the fort fell. The Ré4ja then took
Fatahabad and Sirsa and invested Rania held by the Bhatti
Muhammad Amin Khan,

mmn: .B-
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The Delhi authorities again made a vain attempt to main-
tain their power and a strong army under Rahim D#d Khan,
a Rohilla Chief and Governor of Hénsi, was sent to oppose the
Sikhs. His first joperations were directed against Gajpat
Singh, the Réja of Jind. Amar Singh sent a force under
Nénun Mal to his assistance. The combined armies succeeded
in totally overthrowing the Imperial army at Jind and Rahim
D4d Kbhan was himself slain. As a consequence of the victory
the district of Gohéna and a part of Rehtak fell into the hands
of Raja Gajpat Singh, and Amar Singh possessed himself of
Hénsi, Hissar, and Tohéna. Meanwhile Rania fell and the whole
of the Sirsa pargava passed into his hands. He erected or
rather restored an old fort on the hill of Tosham and built an-
other on the old mound of Agroha and a residence for himself
ab Hissér. The district now became the scene of an interminable
struggle between Sikhs, Bhattis, Pachhddés and the Jatu Réjpits,
and a large part of it lay an uninhabited waste.

In 1781 alast attempt was made by the Delhi Government {o

- restore something like order in the district. Najaf Ali Khan

with R4ja Jai Singh proceeded to the district with an army, but
an arrangement was made with the Sikhs by the treaty of
Jind under which the parganas of Héusi, Bissir, Rohtak, Meham
and Tosham ‘were reserved to the empire, the remaining territory
which the Sikhs had annexed they werz allowed to retain, and
Fatahabad and Sirsa were made over to the Bhattis. Raja Jai
Singh was appointed Nazim of Hissér,

The “ chélisa” famine of 1783, which has been already
described, more than sufficed to complete the final ruin of the
distriet, and stronger than the Imperial armies compelled the
Sikhs to retire into their own territories.

The last noteworthy actor in the history of the district before
the advent of the British power was the adventurer George
Thomas. He was an Englishman of some tact and courage who
had come to India as a sailor in 1781, After entering native
gervioe in South India he travelled up to Delbi, and theve entered
the service of the celebrated Zehan Nissa Begam, better known
as the Begam Samroo of Sardhdna.. In 1782 he was forced bdv
intrigues to leave her service and entered that of Apa Khandi
Réo, a Mahratta Chief, a relative of Mahdrdja Sindia, and at that
time in possession of the Jhajjar, Dédri and Narnaul territory.
Thomas raised troops for his master and received a fief in Jhajjar
and Rohtak for their support. He rendered good service to
Apa Khandi Réo and his son and successor Wamun Rdéo,
service which appears to have been ill-requited.

Intrigues again forced him to quit his position and he then
conceived and carricd out tho project of setfing up his
suthority over the tract of Haridoa which, owing to the series
of events narrated above, had been reduced to little more than
an uninhabited wastc. e first reduced the fortified village of
Kanhaura, now in Patiéla, and then established Lis head-quarters
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at Hénsi, which he re-fortified, and inangurated a rough form of
Government over the surrounding country. His’authority was

. i quibklj'exﬁénded over the tracts of Hissar Tosham and Barwéila

and several refractory villages were sacked. He established

_ apostat Kasahan in Patidla and subsequently raided into the
_ Shekawati country of Jaipur. In 1798 he made a rapid marand-
- ing expedition into Bikénir and collected a large quantit of

plunder. In the latter part of the year he laid siege to ind,
but the place was relieved by the united forces of Patidla,
Nébha and Jind, and Thomas retreated to Meham ; thence
after a mnight march he made a sudden attack on the Bikhs
who were encamped at Narnaund and completely routed them.
After the famine of 1788 Muhammad Amin Khan, the Bhatti
Chief of Rania, had recovered the whole of the Ghaggar valley

- from Bhatner to Fatahabad, and on his death his dominions

were divided between lis two sons Khan Bahddur Khan, who
took Fatahabad, and Kamar-ud-din Khan, to whom was assigned
Sirsa and Rania.

In 1799 Thomas undertook at the invitatior of Kamar-ud-
din Khan a marauding expedition through Budldda and the
Bhatti country into Bikénir in the course of which he realized a
considerable sum of money as blackmail. ‘In the same -year he
went to the assistance ot Ambaji Anglia, who was at that time
engaged against Lakwa Duda, then in revolt against Sindia.
He then undertook a marauding expedition into g?l:; territory
which was to be the cause of his rnin. He penetrated as far as
Bansur, bat there overawed by a large assembly of Sikh econfin-
gents he returned through Kaithal, Jind, Sonepat and Pinipat,
to Geor%:&ga.rh, where he erected a fort now known as Jehaz-
garh in the Rohtak district, Jehaz being the native corruption
for George. Disturbances in the Hénsi territory recalled him
thither in the beginning of 1800. Meanwhile; Thomas’ growing
power was a cause of jealousy and apprehension to Sindia, and
his Gensral Perron. Negotiations were entered into with Thomas
with & view to the latter subjecting himself unreservedly to
the aathority of Sindia. 'I'his Thomas declined to do so that
when the Sikh Chiefs asked for Perron’s assistance in destroying
Thomas, they received a favourable hearing. Negotiations,
having for their object the curtailment of Thomas’ power were
re-opened without any rcsnlt. Terron then resolved to -attack
Thomas, and for this purpose despatched his lientenant Bourquin
with a force which included the future Colonel James Skinner,
After rapid marching and counter-marching on the part of
Thomas & most sanguinary battle without any definite result
took place at Baree ncar Georgegarh. After the battle Thomas
lay for some time encamped at Barce, but subsequently made a
rapid retreat to Hinsi, whither he was followed by Bourquin.
After a despervate fight the town was carried by storm and
Thomas retreated into the fort. Negotiations were shortly
opened and Thomas snrrendered on favourable terms. He
abandoned all his conquests and retired into British territory.
Bourquin stayed some time in the district for the purpose of

Chapter 1L, B.

Political.
George Thomaa,



Clinpter If, B:
Politival:.
George Thomas,

Annexation,

Condition of the
1]

tract,

" Sirsa tract. ' They were known as “dhér” or “katak,” and:

Early British
rale.

40 CHAP, IL—-HISTORY,

restoring order ; he is said to have rebuilt the towns of Tohén
and Hissér. In 1802 he left Mirza Iliés Beg, Mughal of Hénsi, s
Niézim of the district nominally, on behalf of the Mahrattas, an
himself returned to Aligarh. :

Meanwlile the treaty of Bassein in the same year lod:
the second Mahratta War in which the British with their
were engaged in a life and death struggle with thé Mahratta O
Sindia and Bhonsla. The battles of Laswari and Arg
November 1803 led on the 30th December to the signature of t
treaty of Sarji Anjangaon by which Sindia agreed to cede’
the ‘]g'riﬁish Government and its allies all his territories bebwe
the Jumna and Ganges and also all those to the north of
Native States of Jaipur and Jodhpur. The latter included i
presentdistricts of Gurgoén, Rohtak, Hissér, and by the part
treaty of Poona dated five monthslater, these together wit
territory were assigned to the British Government.

The condition of the tract contained ‘within the pr
district at the time when it came into the hands of the %
may be inferred from the above sketch of its £revi0u5 history.
By far the larger part of it was uninhabited waste. In %

whole of the present Sirsa tahsil there were only 11 inhabif
villages, all on the Ghaggar, belouging to Musalmén Bhat
Joiyas, Tunwars and Chauhéns with a few Réins. There was 1
a single village in the Bagar tract south of the Ghaggar, nor
the Rohi to its north. e latter formed part of a huge exp!
of desert sketching right up to the Sutlej and the confines of the
Mélwa country where a few villages were to be found.

In the tract within the four present southern tahsils of the
district a few villages were to be found along the Ghaggar
valley, but in the remainder of the tract the population had left
the smaller villages and concentrated into the larger ones which
were more capable of defence against the forays of Bhattis,
Sikhs, and Pachhédés, which were however more frequent in the

will be found fully described in para. 25 of Wilson’s Settlement
Report of Sirsa. The villages along the Western Jumna Canal
appear to have maintained their existence through the troublous
time, in which only those whose inhabitants could wield the
sword as well drive the plough, survived. In short, when the
district came under what was at fivst only nominal British rule,
it was a complete desert in the north-west, while towards the
south it was sparsely dotted with large village communities which
had managed to hold their own in some sort against human foes
and natural adversities.

Although the territory included in the present district had
been formally ceded by treaty in 1803, yet the hold of the
Mahrattas in the country had been, to say the least, of a very
slight and doubtful character, and for many years the authority
of the British was little more than nominal, and no steps were
taken to define its boundaries,
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In 1808 a Military fort was esiablished at Hénsi, and Mirza
Tlidés Beg, Mughal of Hénsi, was appointed Ndzim of the distriet

of HariAna and Rohtak by General Ochterlony. The Bhattfs
-under Khan Bahddur Khan of Fatahabad and Nawib Zabta

Khan of Rania continued their raids as of yore. Mirza Ilids *

Beg marched against them with the Hissfr garrison, but was
defeated and slain at Fatahabad. Tle was followed in quick
suceession by three Nizims Nawsb Muni-ud-din Khan, Ahmad
Bakhsh Khan of Lohéra and Abdul Samad of Dujéna ; confa-
sion reigned supreme and the Nézims quickly resigned their
- uncomfortable position. From 1808 to 1810 there appears to
have been no Governor at all,

At last in 1810 the Hon’ble Wlward Gardiner was deputed
with abody of troons to rostore order in Haridna. The British
force contained a troop of eavalry commanded by the famous
Colonel James Skinncr. 'The first oporation was tho capture of
the town of Bhiwdni, the garrison of which opposcd the British
advance. A British officer, named Bull, was killed in the attack,
and lies baried at Bhiwdvi, ho foreo thon procecded vid Hansi
and Hissdr to Fatahabad, where the Rhatti Khan Babddur
Khan was defeated and expellod the couniry, his territories
being taken nnder direct Brisish vule. At Sirsa Nawsb Zabta
Khan gave in his sabmission and was left in possession of his
torritories. The eivil bead-qmaricrs wore fixed at Hénsi, and
Mr. Gardiner held chargo of tho district for somo six years.

Nawib Zabta Khan continned to encourage raids, and in
consequence a British forvo ways senb against Lim in 1818 and
all his territories waro confiscated. The wlhole of the present
Birsa tahsil was thon for the fivst time brought divectly under
British rule.

At the time of the matiny noarly the wholo arca ué prosont
within tho district was divided betwoon tho Districts of Hissdr
and Bhattifna. The present Sivsa tahsil was wholly in the
latber, and the othur tahsils, with tho oxception of the town of
Bhiwéni and a few villages around it, weve in +he former.

In May 1857 detaclments of the ifarvifna Light Infantry
and the 14th Irregulur Cavalry woere stationed at Hissdr, 1ansi
and Sirsa, the head-quarters being at’the former place, whoroe
Major Stafford was in command, The Civil Oflicor ot Hissdr at
the time was Mr. Jolin Wedderburn, Magistrate and Colleetor,
who had lately joined from liome. As soon as news of the out-
break at Delhi and the capture of that eity by the mutineers was
received, Me. Wodderburn had the {reasnve removed to tho
building used as the vesidence of the Superintendont of the Cattlo
Farm, where it was likely to be more secure and capable of de-
fence than in the Govermment Tronsury ab the facheri. An
additional troop of eavalry was obtained from the Nawdh of
Didri and theeustow’s peons were callodiv and placed as sentrios
b the city gatos,
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TUp to this time there appears to have been 1o gugpicion of
the fdelity of the mative troops, thongh disturbances in the
villages appear to have been anticipated. Meanwhile, however,
the storm was brewing. It broke at Hénsi on the morning of
the 20th May at 11 o.. when the troops stationed there revolted.
Major Stafford and some others who bad received intimation
from one of the native officers and a loyal Bunya, named Moréri,
managed to escape, but the rest of the Europeans and Chris-
tians were massacred and their bungalows set on fire.

Meanwhile & rebel sowér was despatched to Hissér, and
on his srrival at 2 P the troops stationed there revolted.
Lientenant Barwell, the Officer Commanding, on going out to
enquire the reason of the disturbance, was shot by one of the
Treasury guard and the mutineers went off to the Jail to release
the convicts. A body of them then galloped on to the kachers
where the Collector was engaged as usual ; soeing what had
happened, he at once bravely set off towards the city to guard
the treasure, but was murdered by some of the rebel sowrs.

Two of the Bnglish clerks, Messrs. Jefferies and Smith,
succeeded in escaping into the Bir. After the murder of the
Collector the uproar became universal. The native troops, the
Dédri sowérs and the custom’s peons all joined in, the convicts
in the Jail were released, and the houses of the Europeans were
set on fire, while two Jadies, Mrs. Jefteries and Mrs. Smith, with

“their children, were cruelly murdered by their servants. Mrs.

Barwell and Mrs. Wedderburn, with their children, were residing
at the house of the Superintendent of the Cattle Farm, and
they and their children were there massacred by the mutinous
troops, while Mr. David Thompson, the Tahsildér of Hissdr, was
mardered by his chaprassis. In all 28 Buropeans and Christians
wers murdered : 12 at Hissér and 11 ab Hénsi. The massacrd
formed one of the darkest episodes of the mutiny.

Thirteen persons, including Mr, Taylor, the Superintendent
of the Cattle Farm, and Mr. Wagham, the Civil Surgeon, escaped,
in most cases with the assistance of natives whose fidelity formed
a bright contrast to the general disloyalty of the district. On
the morning of May 80th, a person named Muhammad Azim,
an assistant patrol on the customs line, who styled himself
« Shahzada,” entered Hissér with the intention of putting
himself at the head of the revolt in the district, He stayed a
few days and then went of towards Delhi to procure assistarce
from the Emperor.

At Sirsa the effervescence began as soon as the news of the
mutiny at Meerut on the 11th May and the subscquent captare
of Delhi by the mutineers reached the town. The Bunyas began
to leave the place, and the doubtful expedient of entrusting the
defence of the place to the Bhatti Nawab of Rania was resorted
t0. The news of the outbreak at Hissér reachod the Buropean
residents of Sirsa a few hours before it was conveyed to the
native troops. They at once took to flight Captain Robertson,
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the Superintendent of Bhattidna, went with his family by
Dabwali and Bhatinda to Ferozepore, which they reached in
safety, while the remaining Buropeans, some 17 in number,
many of them women and children, started for Sohuwdla,
under the leadership of Mr. Donald, Assistant Superintendent,
and being joined there by Mr. Bowles, Customs Patrol, reached
Rori after some trouble from the inhabitants of Thiraj and other
villages who threatened them as they passed. At Rori the
party took refuge in the small mud fort, and were compelled
by the diseffected attitude of the townspeople to shub the gate
and stand sentries. They could not procure food from the town
and were prevented from getting water from the well outside.
But in the darkness of the night, Baba Jénki Dis, & fakir of
the place, brought them supplies of water and flour and passed
them through the aperture ander the fort gates. The party was
thus enabled to hold out until the arrival of some Patiéla troops,
who escorted them to a place of safety in Patidla territory.
They were hospitably treated by the Patidla authorities until the
rostoration of order enabled them to return to Jirsa. The only
Furopeans left at Sirsa were Captain Hilliard, the Officer Com-
manding the Detachment, and his brother-in-law, Mr. Fell,
Assistant Patrol, These gentlemen were not in Sirsa when the
others left it. They had gone out with some troops towards
Jodhka to suppress some local disturbance,. and were brought
back to Sirsa by their men. The mutineers refused to obey
Captain Hilliard’s orders, but supplied him with money and
allowed him and Mr. Fell to depart unmolested. They were,
however, treacherously murdered by the Muhammadau inhabit-
ants of Chatryén, a small village beyond Sohuwdla. The muti-
neers, when left to themselves, plundered the treasury of some
Rs. 8,000, but without much other violence marched off to join
their comrades at Hénsi. The Hindu inhabitants of the town of
Sirsa fled in dismay chiefly to Bikaner territory, and the Muham-
- madan population of the surrounding villages rose en masse and
began to plunder the town and the neighbouring Hindu villages.
The Tahsildér of Sirsa, the Revenue Sarishtadér and the Kotwali
Muharrir were murdered, and the records of the District Office
were torn and soattercd about, bub most of them were afterwards
recovered and comparatively fow of them weve altogether des-
troyed. The destruction of property was most wanbon. ‘Whab-
over the insurgents were unable to carry away thoy burned or
broke to pieces and for a time the most violent portion of the
population had it all its own way.

The Ranghars and Pachédds of Hissér and the Bhattis of
Sirsa at once took advantage of the subversion of British rule
to revert to their old predatory habits and the district was at
once plunged into utter anarchy and confusion.

At this time General Van Cortlandt was Deputy Commis-
sioner of Ferozepore and had, at the beginoing of the distar-
bances in May, raised, by order .of Government, & levy of
Sikhs. On the lst June intelligence was received ab Ferozepore
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of the events which bhad transpired at Hissdr and Sirsa. On
the 8th June the General marched towards Sirsa with a force
of 550 men with two gans and he was accompanied by Captain
Robertson as Political Oficer.© At Malantwa reinforcement of
some 120 men was received. The first encounter with -the
rebels took place at Odhén on Jane 17¢th, when some 5,000
Bhattis attacked the advancing force but were decisively routed.
On the 18th the village of Chhatyén, where Captain Hilliard and
his brother-in-law Mr. Fell had been treacherously murdered,
was burnt to the ground. On the 19th a force of rebel Blattis
and Pachadas was again encountered at Khaireka on the bank
of the Ghaggar and almost annihilated with a loss to the British
force of 6 killed and 32 wounded.. On the 20t Sirsa was reach-
ed when the Bikéuer continoent of 800 men and 2 guns, loyally
sent to our aid by the Rija of Bikéiner, marcled in as a reinforce-
ment. The eivil organizaiion of the distries” was at onee re-
established, and in a short time things reverfed to their former
state.

Meanwhile, on June 21st, a force of 400 Bikéner horse and
two guns, under Lientenan [earse, wus seni on to garrison Hissdr
which was threatened by tho insurgent Ranghars of Mangali, a
village which took a leading part in tho insurrection,

On the 8tk Sulv, aflor restoring ordor a¥ Sirsa and leavin
Mr. Oliver thove as Superintendent of Bhastidng, General Van
Cortlandt marched zid Patahubud for Hissfir, which he reached
on the 17th, having halted six days at Fatalibad to receive the
submission of the revolted I’achadis. .

From Hissdr a Tahsildir, Alinad Nabi Khén, and a few
sowérs were despatched to rostore the eivil powoer at Hénsi. Qn
the 20th the Ranghars of Jamdlpnr, a village which was the
leader in the revolt, attacked Ilausi bub woro repulsed by the
Tahsildér and his garrison. Reiuforcomen (s jomed at Hissdr, and
on the 8th the forco marched to Hansi, leaving a garrison at
Hissir, '

Meanwhile the Shahzida rotmrmed from Delhi with rein-
forcements for thoe rebels amounting to 1,500 cavalry, 500 infantry
and 3 guns, and tho insurgent Ranghars of Méngali, aided by
some men from Jamilpur, made an attack on Uissér but were
decisively repulsed by the garrison aided by somo reiuforcements
from Hdansi.  On Septomber 2nd the Jamalpor rebels made an
attack on the Tabsfl abt MToshim whers they killed Nand Lal
Tahsildér, Piyave L&l Thénadir and Khizin Singh Kéndngo.
On the 6th General Van Cortlandt burnt the village of Hajimpur
near Hinsi, which was a stronghold of the rebels, and on the
11th an attack was mado on the vilinge of Minguli which was
carried hy storm and Lurnt. This was fullowed up on the
13th by the capturc and burning of the villago of Jamélpur
which was defended by the relel Rangliws and the Delhi
troops under the Shahzdda,

This practically concluded the Military operations in the
district and thercafter it began gradually to sottle down, but
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the Harifna Field Forze was not finally hroken up till May
1st, 1858, After order had been restored 133 persons were
hanged in the Hiss&r District for the part which they had taken in
the revolt, and 8 others were sentenced to transportation for life,
of whom' 2 were subsequently pardoned. The proprietary rights
in 7 villages were forfeited, among them being Méngali and
Jamélpur, while fines were levied on as many more. At the same
time many Mafi grants and pecuniary rewards were given to
those who had rendered conspicnous service.

The attitude of the various classes of the population at this
trying period is worthy of notice. The inhabitants of the towns
and the Bagri villagers "were, with rare exceptions,incapable
of combining for mutnal defence, and their only reseurce was
flight. They made no attempt to interfore with their neighbours
bat on the slightest thveat of danger they fled with their valu-
ables, leaving their huavier goods a prey to the first body of
olunderers however ‘usiguificant.  The Musalmins of the
Ghaggar valley and of the district generally, finding the forces
of ovder non-existent, rose to plunder their weaker and Jess
spirited neighbours. \

The Ranghars of tho district, especially those who were
Musalméns, threw themselves heart and soul into the revolt.
Large numbers of them had been serving in tho native rogi-
ments which had mutineed in other districts and many of these
returning to their villages helped to fan the flame of insurrec-
tion. The rebels however could never make any stand against
disciplined force and their numbers alone rendered them formid-
able, and after thoiv d-feafy any insurrcotionary movements on
their part subsided.

The Jibs, Sikh and Dewdlis, maintained a strietly defensive
attitnde and were both strong enongh and energetic emough
to maintain themselvos againsi the attacks of the insurgents,
The inferior police officials and customs peons either desert-
ed their officers or actively combined for plunder, but the
native officials of the district scem to have on the whole remained
at their posts as long us could be expected while several dis-
tinguished themsclves by their fidelity.

' The neighbouring: States of Patidla and Bikdner sent con-
siderablo bodies of ti-ops to aid the authorities, and thongh
their services were 1ot of a very valuable kind, still the fact
showed a feeling of luyalty on the part of these States which
should never be forgoiten. They also afforded aready refuge to
fugitives and treated them with hospitality.

The District of I1'ssdr is unusnally full of antiquities in the
shape of mounds and architectural remuing.  They all point to
the conclusion that lying, as it did, on the main high road to
Hindustan, viz, fram Mooltan vid Sirsa or Savsuti to Delhi, it
was ab ono time ihe ceone of a high standard of civilization.,
Pre-Zlusahndun wrelin storad ranain. are for the most part found
bailt into tho wualls F AMusalmén buildings, principally those
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Chapter IL B. erected by Feroz Shah and his predecessors, and the compara-

Politioal tively high standard of artistic and mechanical skill which they

oty hdlsiﬂay seeras to show that ancient Hindu civilization in this
m“dymm’?“ tract was of no mean order.

The Hissér Fort and the residence of the Superintendent,
Government Cattle Farm, is, perhaps, one of the most striking
antiquities in Hissér itself. Tt contains a mosque now used as a
farm godown ; pillars found in it are said to be of Jaina or Hindu
origin and Jike many more of the emperor’s building materials
were probably brought from Agroha. There is also a brown
sandstone pillar or “14t ” in the forb ascribed to Feroz Shah.
The only inscription on it is in Sanskrit at the top of the lower
stone of the pillar; the letters are cut at the junction of the stones
so that the pillar would appear to be an ancient Hindu one,
which was re-cut and evected by Feroz Shah. PFeroz Shah’s
palace inside the fort is now used as the residence of the Super-
intendent o the Government Cattle Farm. The only portions
of the original buildings which are loft are the taikhanas, an
extensive series of colonnades with groined roof supported on
old pillars.

The most interesting relic of antiquity in Hissér is perhaps
the barahdari in the Gujari Mahél outside the fort. The Mah4l
was apparently an outlying portion of the latter and tradition
says was built by Feroz Shah as a residence for a Gujari mis-
tress. ‘The only portions of it now left ave the barahdari, a bas-
tion on which an English bungalow has boen built, and a portion of
the north wall adjoining the bastion. The walls of the barahdari
are thick and sloping with 12 doorways cach with a window
over ib, Inside are 4 old pillavs of undoubted Hindu or Jain
origin which support a roof of domes. The inner side of the
jambs of the doorways are covered with what are evidently

indu carvings. Below the building are three taikhdnas, two
of which are mevely rooms, while the central one contains a
small haus or tank filled with pipes and was ovidently used as &
bath. There appearsto be no douht that the building was
erected with the materials of a pre-existing Hindu temple. The
place had fallen into ruin, but is now being restored under the
others of Government.

Another interesting relic is the Jahj or Jahéz. It was
apparently once a Jain temple, which was aubsquently converted
into a mosque. It was used as a residence by eorge Thomas,
whose Christian name, corrupted by the natives into J: ahéj, gave
its present name to the place. It is now used as an office by the
Canal Department.

There is an interesting and handsome group of tombs on
the Hénsi road east of Hissir. They are adorned with blue
encaustio tiles, and the inscriptions on them appear to show
that they are the tombs of officors slain in Humayun’s campaign
in Gujrat in 1535,

The mosque and tomb of Bablol Shah is about one mile
east of Hissdr on the Hénsi road. It was built in 1694 A, D,
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on what was probably the site” of an old temple. The place is
now called Dana Sher. Sher Bahlol is said to have been a
fakir who foretold to Ghiyas-ud-din Tnghlaq that he would one
day be king.

Another interesting relic is the tomb of the chalis hafiz
on the road to Fatahabad to the north of the town. It is said
to be the sepulchre of 40 fakirs who lived in the time of

- Tughlags.

There are numerous other mosques and tombs in and
around the town of Hissir which are interesting to the antigua-
rian, but perhaps scarcely merit a description here. On the
whole the town and its neighbourhood are remarkably full of
antiquities. At Hénsi the antiquity which is most worthy of
notice is the fort. The principal events in its history have
already been touched upon. It is now a mound of earth measur-
ing 370 yards from north to south and 345 yards from east to
west, Some of the curtain wall on the north side is left and
is in places 52 feet high and 37 thick. 'L'he fort was almost
entirely dismantled after the mutiny and its materials sold but the
gateway and guard-honse ave still standing, Inside the fort are
a godown of modern erection, two wells and an enclosare contain-
ing two mosques and the tomb of Sayad Niamat-ullah, who was
killed in Muhammada bin Sam’s attack on Hénsi.

The fort appears fo bo built npon a mound consisting
mostly of large sized bricks, the remains of a former Hindu city ;
and many of the materials which have been used in the erection
of buildings in the fort and in Hénsi generally are of undoubted
Hindu origin as shown by the carvings on them, ard belonged
probably to a large palace or temple. The enclosure and tomb
of Niamat-ullah was probably erected soon after Mohammad
Ghori’s conquest of Hénsi, and Hiodu materials appear to have
been freely used in its construction.

The mosque and tomb of the four Qutbs are an interesting
relic situated on the west side of the town. 'I'he place consists
of three enclosures, in one of which is the mosque with a tank
built in 1491 by one Abu Bakr Jawéni. The second cnclosure
contains the graves of Qutb Jamél-ud-din and his threc sucees-
sors. The domed edifice in which tho graves are sitnafed is of
wodern erection, as also are 2 pavilions on either side. Jamél-ud-
din is said to have accompaniod Muhammad Ghori in his attack
on Hénsi, but subsequently abandoned worldly carcs, and asa
follower of Baba Farid Shakar Ganj of Pakpattan made the
study and practice of religion his sole cccupation. He was
succeeded by three other Qutbs—Barhan-ud-din, Manawar-ud-din
and Nur-ud-din. Tho enclosure also contains the beautiful tomb
of Ali Tajjar, a desciple of Qutb-ud-din, and chie? farmer or
purveyor to Sultdu Jamal-nd-din. Tt is said by archesological
authoritics to be one of the best built towbs in the Panjab. The
third enclosure contaius the graves of the four Diwéns or
successors of the Quths, They avc under four cupolas supported
by ten pillars.
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Chapter II; B. A mound and mosque 3 miles frora Hénsiis known as
ma“m‘ Shahid Ganj. Tradition says that 1,50,000 Musalméns . were
P, ; slaughtered there. It is probably the scene of Masatd’s defeat
M:“ﬂiw:l%f’ on his first attempt to take Hénsi. The mosque walls contain
" carved bricks, which are probably of Hindu origin. The town
of Hénsi contains in addition to the above two mosques which

were originally built in the 13th and 14th centuries.

T'wo interesting antiquities are to be seen in the neighbour-
hood of Toshdm Oneis a harakdari on a small hill near the town,
which is popularly called Prithvi R4j’s Kacheri. The otherisa
Sanscrit inseription on a rock on the face of tiie hill to the west
of the town. 1t does not appenr w0 have been as yet satisfactorily
translated. Tt seems to refer to a Seythian King Tushéra who
appears to have conquered the Gupta Ghalotkacha who reigned
from about A. D. 50 to A. D. 79, and iy roferved to in the
ingeriplion. There appears to be evideice to show that the
Toshém hills was a monastery of Buaddish monks or bhethus. The
date of the inscription is said to be A. D. 162-224. There are
sovoral sacred hunds or reservoirs on tho hill ; one of them, the
Pandutrith, is considered so sacrod that some of the neighbour-
ing villages deposit the ashes of their dead in it instead of taking
them to the Ganges.

Tatahabad contains a “ 1467 or pillar orected by Feroz Shah
and bearing an inscription in Porsian giving an account of the
Tughlaq family. Tho pillar appears to have beer origmally
an Hindé ono beariug an inscription in Sausecrit.

There are also two or three Muasalinda mosquos in the town
which contain scalptured stones which originally belonged in all
probability to a Hindd tewple. 'Che movnd ac Agroha is ono
of the most iuteresting velies of antiguity iu tho district. It
undoubtedly covers the site and remains of a Jarge Uindg city.
Bxcavations made in 1839 brought to light ‘ragments of sculpture
and images. DBricks of all siwes and coins have been found thore.
In one place the walls of a substantial house have been laid bare,
while a large depression near the mound, in which excellent
crops arc now raised, is evidently the site of an ancient tank.

The Sirsa Talisil contains many interesting antiquities the
principal one of which is perhaps the fort mound at Sivsa itself,
1t is said to be one of the oldest places in Northern India, and
from the relies found in the mound it is clear that il was once
the sito of a flourishing Iindd town. ‘the Sirsa Tabsil, and
especially that part of it which Tiesin the Ghagenr valley, is

" studded thickly with mounds which ave undeubtedly tho sites of
ancient villages and towns, and show clesrly that the tract was
once the seat of a thriving Hindd ciyviluntion. There are
soveral Musalmdn tombs and wlso wosguos and Hindd teoples
round the town of Siva.

A large amount of informution cou: srning the antignities
of the Hissdr District ean Lo obtained frow alist of ar duvological
objects of interest in thu Lunjub compiled by M, C. J, Rudgers,
M, R, A. 8, of the Avchwological Survey.
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SECTION C.—-ADMINISTRATIVE SUB-DIVISIONS
PRIOR TO BRITISH RULE.

The div'sions of the district under the rule of Akbar
have already been noticed. !

Chipter T4 &

.....

. admmisteative
Immediately previous to the British conquest Harifna was “‘t}é‘%‘tﬁr‘?ﬁﬁ?’

divided info 19 disteicts, all of which were nowmirally subject to.
the Mahrattis in 1803, »iz., Beri, Rohrak, Mahm, Bhatner,

Safidon, Dhatrat, Kassuhan, Hénsi, Hissér, Agroha, Bacwala,
Siwani, Bahal, Ahrwan, Fatahabad, Sirsa, Rania, Jumélpur,

Tohéna. ' Of theso the last 12 wére wholly or partially within

the limits of the present-district. '

In 1810, the date of the first actnal establishment of the

Firat constitution

British authority in this part, the wholo of the Delhi territory of the distriok.

ceded by the Malrattés was subject to the Resident of Delhi,
and was divided into two districts—Delhi directly under the
Resident, and the outlying districts, inclading Hénsi, Uissar,
Sirsa, Rohtak, Pénipat and Rewéri under the immediate charge of
an assistant to the Regident. In 1819 the Delhi territory was

Sauobrequent

divided into three districts—the Central which inclnded Dellii, the changes.

Southern ineluding Rewéri, nnd the Nerth-Western inclading
Pénipat, Hénsi, Hissfr, Sirsa and Rohtak. In 1820 the latter
was again sub-divided into a Northern and a Western Distriet, of
which the latter inclunded Bhiwédni, Hinsi, Hissdr, Sirsa, the
head-quarters being at Hdunsi. In 1824 Rohtak, which had
previously boen in the Western District, was constituted into a
separate district, to which Bhiwdni was transferred,

During the 15 years from 1803 to 1818 while the Bunglish
had paid no attention whatever to the state of their border, the
chiefs of the neighbenring Sikh States had not been idle.

Prior to the famine of 1783 Sikh colonists bad pushed inta
the Haridna of Hissdr, the Rohi of Sirsa and along the valley
of the Ghaggar. That calamity had driven them back for a tie,
bub the forward movement soon began again and with cuhanced
speed after tho nominal gnnexation of the tract by the British, for
the Sikhs undorstood clearly that the tract though at that time
depopulated and void of cultivation would, with the establishmant
of a settled goyermment in its vicinity, become increasingly
valuable, and in anticipation of this they were carefal {o fako
all steps necessary for manufucluring the strougest claims to as
large a portion of the nnoecupicd and debatable tract as possible,

The final overlhirow of the Bhattis in 1818 removed the
last barrvier to their cncroachments, In 1821, passing over the
helt of waste land, the Patidla Clief erected an ontpost at Gudah,
16 miles to the north of Sirsa, and next year Sikh troops were
stationed at the place and colonists from Patidla territory were
indueed to take up land for cultivation in the waste, f_n 1827
the Sikh Cliefs took possession of Abohar and the tract around it,

The notieo of Goyernment was drawn to the unsettled state
of the border in 1¥18 gud again g fow years later by the Disfrict

Boundary disnutes,



y [Punjab Gazetteer
50 OHAP. I1.—HISTORY.

Chapter IL 0. officers, but no definito action was taken. In 1819 an attempt was
M:min_ﬁmtivo made to establish a sort of Military colony, especially in the
sub-divi Ghaggar tract, by giving revenue-free grants of waste land to the
prior o British officers and men of the cavalry regiments, disbanded after the
rule. Pindhevt wars. The attempt to stop encroachments in this way
Boundary disputes. wag only partially successful, as the grantees or sukhlambars,
a8 they were called, did not in many cases take up their grants
for many years. Most of them were natives of the Dob and did
not relish the idea of settling in & wild and desert country, and

even now most of their descendants are non-residents.

The following account of the dispute with Patisls is abridged
from pages 163 —180 of Griffin’s Rdjas of the Punjab. It was not
till 1835, when Sir C. Metealfo was Lioutenant-Governor of the
North-Western Provinces, and Mr. William Fraser, Resident at

* Delbi, that it was determined to bring the matter to a settlement.

«+ .-, . - The Collector of the district, Mr. Ross Bell, was selected for the

gt .. duty, and certain principles were laid down for his guidance.
.1, . These were that whatever belonged to Patidla at the time of
* Buitieh eonquest of Havidna in 1803 should be adjudged to that

State, and whatever belonged to the Government which the
English had superseded should be adjudged to the latter. With
regard to the district of Fatahdbad and the portion of the Bhatti
country conquered in 1810 and to the remaining portion of that
country conquered in 1818 the sawe principle was to hold good,
and the status of those years to be maintained, the Sikhs retaining
all that they held in these two portions of country, respectively,
prior to 1810 and 1818. Mr. Bell’s report bears lfa.t.e‘ 15th
September 1836. .His conclusions may be summarized as follows:
Hariéna, including the Bhatti territory (or Bhatidna) was made
up of 10 districts, all of which were nominally subject to the
Mahrattds in 1803 : Beri, Rohtak, Mabam, Hénsi, Hissér, Agroha,
Barwila Siwani, Béhal, Aharwén, Fatahdbad, Sirsa, %r.ama.,
Bhatner, Safidon, Dhatrat, Jamalpur, Tohéna and Kassuhén,
Of these the first 10 were considereg by Mr. Bell to have passed
into British possession from the Mahrattés in 1803, and were at
once adjudged to the English Government. Sirsa, Rania and
Tatahdbad required subsequent reconquest from the Bhattis, and
the question of the right to these was to be decided according to
the status of 1810 and 1818. Bhatner never eame under British
rale, and was not included in the present controversy, It now
forms an integral portion of Réjputéna. Safidon and Dhatrat
had been made over to Bhég Singh of Jind by the Mahrattés,
and were accordingly adjudged to that State. Jamélpur, Tohéna
and Kasuhén, together with the forts of Badriki an Kankauri,
alone remained for adjudication. Of districts affected by the
conquest. of 1803, Kassuhén originally belonged to Patifla. It was
wrested from him by George Thomas in 1798, and from George
Thomas in turn by General Perron in 1802, but on the cessation
of hostilities was again made over to Patidla. This tract was
accordingly adjudged to Patidla. A strip of conntry adjoining
Kassuhén and known as the Gorakhpur ilika, which been in
turn held by Thomas and Bourquin, and had in 1803 been made
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over to threo Chiefs by the British, was claimed by the Réja of Chapter IT, (.
Patila, on the strength of four letters from General Perron, Administrati
ordering it to be made over to him. As, however, there was no anb-ldiviﬂon: 4
evidence of a transfer of possession from Bourquin to Patifla, prior to Britich
Mr. Bell vejected the claim, The forts of Badrikri and Kanhauri rule.

were adjudged to Patiila on the same grounds as the Kassuhén Boundary disputes,
district. Jamilpur and Tobdna were in the possession of Patifla

at the time of Mr. Bell’s investigation, but it was clear that that

State could not have acquired possession prior to 1809, for they

were in the hands of the Mahrattés in 1803, and the Bhattis held

territory till 1809, which intervened between them and the Patila

frontier. These Mr. Bell adjudged to the Boglish Government,

Tohéna is included in the present Barwéla tahsil,

There remained for consideration the effect of the re-
conquest of IFatahdbad, Sirsa and Rania in 1810 and 1818.
In Fatahdbad Mr. Bell found 25 villages in the possession ofy
Patidla and 21 in possession of Kaithal, Réja Amar Singh;
of Patidla had conquered Fatahébad, Sirsa and Ravia from the‘.
Bhattis, but the famine of 1785 having completely devastated the
country, the Bhattis recovered possession in 1784, and retained it
until subdued by the British. The possession of the Sikh Chiefs
in Fatahdbad dated accordingly from a period subsequent to the
conquest in 1809, and the district was adjudged to the English
Government. Birsa, in the same manner, was in the possession of
the Bhattis until 1818, and thongh in 1836 the wkole was in the \
possession of the Sikh States of Patisla, Kaithal and Nébbha,
their claims were rejected, exeepé as to four villages. Tn Rani
the Sikh possession was ascortained to date from 1821, subsequent
to the conquest of the Bhattfs, and the claims of the Chiefs were
absolutely rejected.

This decision having given to the British Government atract
more than a hundred miles long and from ten to twenty miles
broad, a large part of it, including Sirsa, Rania and Abohar, was

arated from Hissér and formed into a new district, which was
administered by an officer bearing tho title of Superintendent of
Bhatifna, subordinate to the Political Agent at Umballa, The
Government, however, while accepting Mr. Bell’s conclusions
as generally correct, declared itself willing to take a liberal view
of any doubtfal points; and the Court of Directors at home,
adopting a still more lenient line of argument, sent out directions
which nltimately led to the re-opening of the whole question. The
position taken by the Court of Directors was the less called for
by reason of the fact that the Patifla and other Sikh Chiefs had
forfeited by their conduct all claim to consideration. The Réja
of Patidla had refused to acknowledge the right of Mr. Bell to
make enquiries ; ho had forbidden the cultivators of the disputed
villages to give any information as to the time when they were
settled ; he had thrown every obstacle in Mr. Bell’s way ; and
had thwarted him to the best of his power., The fact was that
the Chiefs being in possession of the whoele of the disputed land,
could only lose by the enquiry, and they resolved to protract the
struggle to the utmost, Mr, Bell, howover, received orders tg
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degide on siich evidence as he could obtain. He did so, with
inistrative the results already detailed. But the remonstrauces of Patifle
had their effect on the Government at home, and on 1st J anuary
1840 instructions were issued to Mr. Conolly to effect some sort

Boundary disputes, OF Comprowise, not in'any way surrendering the principle which
o pn'es.' ‘had been origi;.‘laﬂy laid down, but pressing it against the Sikhs
less rigorously. Mr. Conolly submitted his report in May of

the same year.
portions of the Hissér district, 1
hood of the Ghaggar,

" Villeges to be restored

Tubnl

No,

19| 09,403 | 22416 99,000
Villnges to b retained | 17 | 63,788 | 255,028 |
i

Approxi-
AL
aunaal
value in

TUPUES.

Cultive-
tiou in
acres,

Total aren,
in acres,

0,000

1

236 | 168,101 | 628,68 | 1,560,000

Conolly, repo

rted

also-_upon the Bhattign

He proposed to give up the most valnable
ying principally in the neighbour-
and his proposals wete accepted by the

Government of the
Novth-Western Pro-
vinces. The margi-
nal tabular state-
ment  shows the

financial result of

Mr. Conolly’s de-
cision as far as the
Hissdr district was
concerned. Mr.
a or Sirsa frontier, °

Hove he was inclined to give up 40 or 50 villages ; but the

want of an accurate map prevented hi

m from making definite

Pproposals. - The Mahdréja of Patidla, though he had obtained so

mueh, still, with characteristic obstin

Lis right to the whole tract. Ou receiving,
tory warning that he must either aceept what Mr. Oono ly gave

or nothing, he came to his senses,

aey, held out, and asserted

however, a peremp-

and consented to take over the

villages assigned to him in Hissér, and was peid their revenuo,

less 20 per cent. for the cost of man

had been in English possession. This final

in 1842, The adjustment of the Bhati

‘pending a sarvey of the country. This

Teport, based
to Patis

agement, from the time they

transfer was made

dnn border was postponed,

being completed, a

Tipon the schemo suggested by Mr. Conolly was
drawn ti{l in 1842, recommending the restoration of 42 villages
a

. No action, however,

The Réja again and again protested against
a deprivation of territory. ~The Sikh war o

the transfor of the Politic
second Sikh war and the a

was taken upon this report.

what he considered
f 1846, followed by

al Agency to Lahore, and then the
nnexation of the Punjab, combined to

postpone a settloment of the question, and it was not until 1856
that final orders were passed. In that snd the “receding year

the matter was taken up by Mr.
the Cis-Sutlej States,

only, urging that the offer of 42 villages

with Mr. Conolly’s pr

G. Barnes, C mmissioner of
who proposed the restoratio of 20 villages

made in accordance

oposal, had been rejected by Patidla, and

had ‘fallen to the ground. The Punjab Government, however,

supported by the Imperial
Bell's decision havin
award endorsed b

autborities, decided that M. Rosg
g once heen ro-opened,
y the Government, it was necossary o abido by

and Mr, Conolly’s

the latter. Government accordingly in July 1850 dirceted 41
villages ‘to be given to the Rdja with arrears of revenune from
1845 to 1856, This arrang ment, with the exception of the subs
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stitution of a few villages for others, was shorily aftovwouds
carried out. Twenty-six villages were made over by the Super-
intendent of Bhatidna, and five villages, vielding a revenuc
equal to that of remainder, were transferred by the Bhadsur
Sardérs, who' received as compensation an assignment on the
revenues of Government villagés. Thus ended this long dispute
memorable on account of its intricacy, and the magnitude of the
interests at stake. The origin was in 18083 and its conclusion in
1856, every step being marked by importunity or cbstinacy on
one side and concession affer concession upon the other, The
pertinacity of the Sikh almost deserved success ; and if the Eng-
lish Government obtained far less than was its clear right, it
could at least afford to be magnanimous.

Encroachments were also attempted from the Bikénir side.
Within ten years after tho British annexation, Bagvi Jats of the
Bahniwdl clan from Bikdnir had fully occnpied the sandy
tract south of the Ghaggar now in Sirsa tahsil, and the Réja of
Bikénir laid claim to this territory. In 1828, however, Mr. L.
Trevelyan, who had heen deputed to settle t1o dispute, decided
that it had not belonged to Bikénir, but had been successively
. -under the Delhi Government and in tbe hands of the Bhattis.
This tract, consisting then of 40 villages, was finally declared to
be British territory, and the claims of the Bikénir Réja to the
Tibi villages between Bhatner and Rénia was rejected.

In 1887 the tract of country included in the former Sirsa
tahsil with other territory subsequently ceded to Patidla was
separated from Hissér and created into s soparate jurisdiction
called Bhatiéna, which was placed under a soparate éﬂporin’mn-
dent. In 1838 the pargana of Darba including the sandy
tract now in the Sirsa tahsil to the south of the Ghaggar, was
transferred from Hissér to Bhatidgna: In 1947 the small pargana
of Rori, cenfiscated from the Réja of Nébha for lukewarmness
in the Sutlej eampaign was confiscated and attached to the tract.

In 1858 the districts of Bhatifna and Hissér with the vest
of the Delhi territory were transferred to the Punjab and the
district of Bhatifna was henceforth known as that of Sirsa.

In 1861 24 vi]]a{a’s of the Mehdm Bhiwéni tahsil of Rohtak
were transferred to the Hissar district; 18 including the town of
Bhiwdni, to the present Bhiwdni tabsil and 6 to Héngi. In
addition to this, 5 villages confiscated from the Nawab of
Jhajjar for misconduct in the mutiny, were in the same year
added to the Bhiwéni. tahsil, and ]g villages received from thae
Mahérija of Jind in exchange for certain vi ages in the Thénesar
(Karndl) district were added to the Barwéla tahsil. The Tili

villages, 42 in number, were also made over to Bikénir in recog-
nition of mutiny services.

In November 1884 the Sirsa_district was abolished'and the
- wholé of the Sirsa tahsil isting of 199 villages and 120

villages of the Dabwall tahstl, were added fo tho Tissar disirick
and form the present Sirsa tahstl.  With elfect from March lst
1889715 villages forming a detached block of British territory, and

Chaplor I4, ¢
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Chapter II, C. known as the Budlada ilika were ti-a,nsfemd from the Kaithal

imistrative toDsil of the Karnél District and added to the Fatahébad
A.dun]l)x_ﬁ'm:;? tabsfl of the Hissér Districk. No transfer of territory to or
prior to British from the district have taken place since that date.
rule. The Barwéla tahsil containing 189 villages was abolished
Constitution  of with effect.from January Ist, 1891, and its area was distributed
Bl between the three contiguous tahsils, 18 vi going to Hénsi,
24 to Hissér and 102 to Fatahdbad. At same time 13
villages were transferred from the Hissér to the Bhiwéni
tahsil and a sub-tahsil was established at Tohéna in Fatahé-
bﬁd. . v
Development  of Some conception of the development of the district since
the district since it came into our hands can be gathered from the figures of
Sdesun: Table II, which gives periodical statistics so far as they are
available, while most of the other tables appended to this work
give comparative figures for the last few years. In comparing
the figures it must be borne in mind that the area of the
district was considerably increased by the inclusion of & part of
the Sirga district in November 1884, This is not the place for a
detailed discussion of the development which has taken place ;
the work asa whole will, it is hoped, fulfil that object, but the
mwain outlines of the development may be sketched here.

The short account of t'Ee history of the district which has
been given above has shown ' the political and economic condi-
tion of the tract when it came into our hauds. The whole of it,
and perhaps more especially the portion now ipcluded in the -
Birsa tahsil had been reduced toan uninhabited waste by the
famine of 1783 and by the struggles of contending armies and
predatory bands. With the paeification and political settlement
of the district under British rule an immense stream of immi
tion from the surrounding Native States forthwith set in and
has continued especially in Sirsa to within recent years,

The advent of settled Government wi an immediate
inerease in cultivation, slow at first-but gradually increasing in

speed and extent. The circumstances, and manner in which this
increase took place willbe dealt with under Chapter ILL. ‘The
distinct definifion given to landed rights by the regualar
settlement of 1842 in the four southern tahsils and by that of
1852-64 in Birsa and the greater security conferred on those.
rights by the establishment of & regular judicial organization
encouraged it is needless to say this of cultivation. Put-
ting aside the unreasonably harsh assessments of the early days
of our rule, the increase inland revenue andthe enhanced value
of land indicate the extent to which the district bhas developed.
The increase of cattle, a most important element in the rustic
wealth of the district, is a measure of its increased material

P ty. ;

my of the inhabitants have not yet forgotten the tradi-
tions of raids and foray and cattle-lifting is still very common in
the district ; but as a whole the population is orderly and well
behaved. Education is at a low ebb so far as the rural areas are
concerned, while local self-government, that Western exotic which
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it is songht to plant in the barren soil of Oriental indifference,
shows a very feeble growth.

The following is a list of the officers who have held charge
of the district from 1867 to date :—
Name of District Officer, | From To Name of Distriot Officer,| From To
Col.F.F.¥orster  ..| 1867 | 1880 [ Mr.M.W.¥enton .. | 817.86| 14886
Mr, M. Macauliffe .| 1880 1881 || Lt. .8, B, Martindale | 15.8.86 | 15886
Major W. J. Parkor ... [March *81] Oot, "8l || Mr. A, Anderson 16880 | 14788
Mr, Ogildie .. .| Oct. '8l |Sept.’s3 || Mr.J. G. M, Renmie ..., 15788 | 121068
Captain O, F, Massy ... 0-0-83 p-11-83 || Mr. A, Anderson 13-10-88 | 81500
Mr, G M, Ogilvie ... | 101183 | 27885 Lt. F.P.Young  ..| 1890| 22790
Mr, A, H, Dinok.. .. | 25-885 | 101085 || Mr, A Anderson ... | 237.90 | 1411-90
Mr, G, M, Ogilvie .. | 11-10-85 | 20-1085 || Captain C. G. Parsons, | 151190 | 8401
OoL. L. J. H, Groy, 0.8. .| 211085 | 109.86'|| M. P. 3. Faga.. .. | o401| 23701
Mr, V. 0. Channing ... | 11886 | 80.786 || Captain 0. G, Parsons, | 24791 | to date

forthcoming.

The record of District Officers before the year 18674s not
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