CHAPTER II

HISTORY
THE ANCIENT PERIOD ‘

There has never been any doubt regarding the antiquity of the district.
This has bzen well establishad by A. Cunningham! and B.B. Lal® and the
recent explorations conducted by the researchers of the Department of

Az Dakivy dostory, Caltare aal Accnzology, Karukshetra University,

confirm it3. The region has yielded pottery of pre-Harappan, Harappan, late
Harappan, Paintsd Grey Ware, Barly historical, Northern Black polished
Ware and Early m:dieval timest showing thereby that parts of the district
were inhabited by different people, some of these parts show continuity
while in others thereis a break®. The evidence so far available-archaeological
as well as literary is quite meagre even to provide any clear outline of the
historical growth of thedistrict during the early phases.®

The Pre-Harappans were the eailiest people inbabiting the district as
can be gatacced from the discovery of theit pottery similar to that found at
Kalibangan and temains of their mud-brick walls from the surface of a mound
fromthe village Rindhana (in Gohana tahsil).” The next phaseof the matetial

1. A. Cunningham, Numismatic Chronicle, 1872, p. 161.

2, B.B. Lal, ‘Archacology and the two Indian Epics,’ Annals of Bhanda:kar Oriental Resedroh
Institute, LIV, 1973, pt. I—1V, pp. 1—8; .4ncient Indla, Bulletin of the Archacological
Survey of India, Nos. 10 & 11, 1954 (‘Excavatjon at Hastinapura and other Exploration
inthe Upper-Ganga and Sutlej Basins, 1950—52°, pp. 145, 148-9); ‘The Indian Express
7th October, 1975 (for extract of Prof. B.B. Lal’s lecture delivered at Delhi).

3. Suraj Bhan, Excavation of Mitathal (1968) aa other Explorations in Sutlej-Ymuna Divide,
Kurukshetra, 1975, pp. 125-126; Silak Ram, Archaoeology of Rohtak & Hissar Districts
(Haryana), Kurukshetra, Ph. D. Thesis (K.U.K.), 1972 (unpublished), pp. 32—63;
Surender Singh Hooda, Archaeology of Sonipat, M. Phil. Dissertation, K,U.K. (unpub-
lished), 1984, pp. 9—22; Brahma Datt, Settlements of Painted Grey Ware in Haryana,
Pa. D. thesis, (K.U.K.), 1980 (unpublished).

4. Ibid.
5. Surender Singh Hooda, op. cit., p. 11.

6. Even in the fieid of art, the district has produced very little evidence. Only two pieces of
sculpturs have so far bzea discovereld from the disicict. The first recovered from Dha-
tauri (in Sonipat tahsil, about 2 Kms. south-east of Larsoli on G. T. Road) is a head of
a female figare, a mister piece of Gupta terracotta art. Made of fine levigated clay, it
presents a portrayal of a robust lady remarkable for her round face, broad eyes and
prominent nose. Graphic and graceful the portrayal is .enriched by magnificient hair
style; the other is that of Sessaasyi Vishnu from Fazilpur, 4 Kms., east of Sonipat and
wilich, on stylistic grounds, may be placed in 8th-Oth century A. D. (Silak Ram, op. cit

Pp. 58-9, P, XIII). :

7. Silak Ram op. cit., p. 32 f (No. 17).
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culture of the district is ma ked by the discovery of the Harappan Ware from
Chappra and Gharwall assignible o a time-bracket of C.2300—1700 B.C.
It is not possible to attempt any 1econstiuction ¢f the culture of this phase
on th: basis of this evidence. These early settlers were pethaps followed
in course of tim: by ths fat:-Harapyaans{c. 17))—159J B.C.) whose pottery
nas bzenrecovered from a:mamd:r ofr placss such as Batana, Abulana,
Nuran Ka3ta and Laararh® Ta: pottery largely comprises taick sturdy
red ware with madium fabric. Tag pots are was:l made and treated with light
red slip, some sherds are painted with black designs over red background.?
The main shapes include dish or basin-on- stand, bowls, jars and vases. The
exterior sbows incised decoration with horizontal grooves, multiple wavy
lines and paxallel ﬁngel marks resulting in ribs over rusticated surface.4
Faience bangles have been recovered from Lahrarha®. As the explored sites
ate few and nothingitangi,bl_e_can beinfetred except that these late paople, as
known from the evidence of a nambazr of excavated sites in the adjoining
districts represented a d:zgraded form of culture as suggestzd by their inferior
pottery, rarity of art forms, and'in ths conspicuous absence of sciipt

s scals,'
clay bangles, steatite: and weights 6

The next 1mp01tant phase in the pt e-hlstoly of the region is marked by
tie advent of the people using pamled Grey Ware and generally associated with
the Aryans. The pottery of ‘these people has been found from a numbei cf
places’Bhawai , Chandi, Chhapxa Gharwal, Ahulana, Khanpur, Nuran Khera,
Akbarpur Barota, Bulandpm .Kheri, Gumar and Nakloi. The Vedic
literature does not help in throwing any light on the history of the regien,
possible it was away from the main centre of Aryan cultural activity (i.e., the
region between the Sarasvati and the Drisadvati). It might possibiy have been
included in the kingdom of thé Pandavas wko ruled from Indraprastha & later
from Hastinapura, but there'is absolutely no evidence in support of the belisf
that Sonipat was one’of thé villages.asked for by Yudhisthira as'a pre-condi-
tion for concluding peace with his cousins, the Kauravas.

L. 1bid., (Nos. 5 & 7).
2. Silak Ram, o.p. cit., (Numbers—38 16) Surender Singh, op. cit., pp. 11, 18-19, 46-8.

3. Surender Singh Hooda ‘op. cnt, pp. 46-7. §

4. Ibid., p. 47.
5. Ibid., P> 19,56, -

6. Suraj Bhan, ep. cit., '

R.S. Bisht, Excavanbns ar B‘anawalt 1974—77’ Proceedings of the Semintr on Harappan
Culture in Indo-pak Sub-Coni'mem, Srma.gar, 1978,
S.P. Sen (ed.), Sources of the History of India, Vol. I, p. 112, (Suraj Bhan’s paper ‘Recent

Archaeological Investigations and their ‘contribution to the Cultural History of Haryana
- Suraj Bhan, Mitathal Report, p. 126.

Silak Ram op. cit., pp. 32—63 Gohana Tahsil, Nosl 2, 4, 5, 7, (II), 8, 11, 16; Sonipat
Tahsil, Nos. 2,7, 10, 14 (I); See also Brahma Da.tt op. cit.
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That the area was inhabited also” Séem to receive some support in the

Buddhist literature particularly the Nikayas® which refer to a township of the
kurus named Kammasadhamma, specially benefitted by the discourses of
Buddha and where the latter often stayed durmg thP course of his wanderings?.
The people cf this town are descnbed verywxse” The town was so mamzd
after Kalmashapada, the man-eatmg ogre, who was civilized here by the
Bodhisattad. The Therigatha®. refers to the renowned Buddhist nuns

Mittakalika and Nanduttara as belonging to the Brahmin families of this_

village. The village has been identified with v111age Kamashpur situated on the
G.T. Road inthe Sonipat tahsils, Discovery of a,ston,e sculpture of Buddha
from tbe area’ confirms close connection of the site with Buddbicm. The
settlement of this village is also referred.tointhe Mahasutasoma jataka which
particularly mentions its shops, arches, gates and the lakes®. Kundi or
Kundiya was yet ancther village whetein the neaiby forest Hved Anganika-
Bharadvaja and close to it was Uggarama® Tie place may be connected
either with Kundli or Kuadal, both p]aces in Sonipat dlstrmt“’

The carliest literary reference to Sonigat is, of course, in the Paniniya
Ashtadhyayi where it has been mentioned along with other. tewns Whose names
end in prastha (Sonaprasthal!). The discovery of Early . Historical and

1. pigha Nikaya (ed). Rhys Davids and Estlin Carpehtef, (PTS), London , 1947, 11, p. 55f;
Majjhima Nikaya, Tr. 1.B. Horner, London, 1954, I P, 70f 501--13; II 261 f;Samyurta
Nikaya, I, 107f (PTS), angattara kaaya, V. 29f '(PTS)

2. 1bid : ‘»

v
!

3. Saratthapakasini, Samyutta Commenzary, i, 89.

4. Sumangalavilasini (PTS), 1L, 483 (Digha Commentary): G.P. Malalasekera, I1, p. '529; for

the Puranic version of -the story, see S. S.Chltrav &d.), BhamlavarShtya Prachina
Charitrakesa, Poona, 1964, pp. 124<125. v

5. Therigatha Commentary (PTS), Verses 87-96. “ e . o -
6. Silak Ram, op. cit., p. 104, R R AN . | |
7. ¥bid., p. 105. K

8. The Jatakas, Eng. Tr. E.E.B. Cowell, London, 1957, V., p. 279 (No. 537):. »
9. Therigatha Commentary (SHB), T, 339; . o
G.B. Malalasekera, chtxonary of pali Proper Names, London 1961; I., p. 629
10. Silak Rdm, op clt., pp. 104-05 :
B.S. Upadhayaya, Buddha Kolin Bharatyd Bhngola, Prayaga (S. 2018), p. 410,
11, V.S. Agrawala, op. cit. T RS R A
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Northern Black Polished Ware suggests that parts of the district were probably
inhabited in the succeeding periods?. But the obscurity hanging around
the history of the district continues till the discovery of a hoard of Indo-
Greek coins (about 1200 hemidrachms) from Sonipat?. The legends on
these coins bear the names of eleven Indo-Greck kings3-Heliocles,
Apollodotus, Strato, Antimachus II, Antialcidas, Philoxenus, Lysias,
Menander, Diomedes, Amyntas and Hermaeus. The normal standard
weight of the coinsis 37 grainst. The discovery leaves no doubt that the
Greeks attacked the region during the second century B.C. and continued tc
rulc there towards the last quarter of the first century B.C. or the beginning
of the first century A.DS.

The Kushanas and the Yaudheyas also seem to have ruled over paits
of thetegion. This isindicated by the discovery of a hoatd cf 10,000 copper
coins by Silak Ram from Sonipat®. These are of four categorics-Ramadatta,
Kushana, Yaudheya and proto-type of Pwi-Kushana coins. Of the first,
there is only one coin and the rulcr may possibly b identified with the one
ruling over Mathura towardsthe end of 2nd century B.C. or the beginning of the
first century B.C. The Kushana coinsare those of Huvishka, Vasudevaland
the latter's imitation coins?. The coins have some differences with Puri-
Kushana coins in form as [well as in weight®. The proto-type Puri-Kushana
coins on the basis of their variation in shape and distribution have been
identified as belonging to the later-Kushanas of north-western India of the
third-fourth centuries A.D.. who are known to have established tributary
relations with Samudraguptal®. The Yaudheyas who were prominznt
tepublican people of the third-fourth century A.D. arc known frem their ccins

1, Surender Singh, op., ¢it., pp. 9, 11 ;
Silak Ram, op. cit., pp. 32—63; Tahsil Gohana, Nos. 1, 2, 5, 7, (1), 9, 11, 16, 19; Tahsil
Sonipat, Nos. 1, 2, 7, 8, 12, (), 13, 17, 19, 20, 22.

2. A. Cunningham, Numismatio Chronicle, 1872, p. 161;
District Gazetteer Rohtak, 1970, p. 332;
Silak Ram, op. cit., p. 116f, !

3. Ibid ; Surender Singh, op. cit., p. 23,
4. Surrender Singh, op. cit,

5. Silak Ram, op. cit., pp. 115, 118; for the Chronological position of the Greckrulers
see—V.A. Smith, catalogue of the coins in the Indian Musevn: Ccleutia, Vel 1, 1972,
Varanasi, pp. 3—34.

6. Ibpd. . i
7. Surender Singh, op. cit., pp. 25--37 Silak Ram, op. cit. , pp. 262—66.

8. Surenier Singh, op. cit. , p. 43, also 4141 ; Silak Ram, op. cit,. po. 25455,

9. Surender Singh, op. cit. , p.42.

10. Allahabad Pillar Inscription of SamudraguPta, line 23,
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béarjng the legend Yaudheya Ganasya Jihyah (1.e. victory to the Yaudheya
republic) along with their confederating units or administrative divisions 1.
With the rise of Samudragupta, the Yaudheya domination ended. The
Allahabad Pillar Inscription states that the Yaudheyas cartied out his
(Samudragupta’'s) furious commands by paying all tributes, obeying his orders
and offering salutations® . What happened to the region after the disappea-
rance of the Yaudhsyas from the political scene is not known. Tis region
migh. possibly have come under the domination of the Guptas and th-reafter

- of the Hunas.ill theriseofth:  Vardhanasinthe Srikanthajanapad_a with their

capital at Thaniesar sometime in the second part of the 6th century A.D.2,
During this tims there comes across for the first time a historical document

from this region namely the Sonipat Copper Seal of Harshavardhana. It was
recovered by J.F. Ficet from the possession of Mohar Singh Ramrattan
Mahajan, a merchant of Sonipat city? . At the top of the seal is a bull and
below isthe insc iption. The language is Sanskrit and the composition isin

- prose throughout. It provides the genealogy of the dynasty from Rajyavar-

dhana Ito Harsha also providing thzir political status as well as their religious
leanings®, :

After the shifting of the.Vardhana capiial to Kanauj sometime in A.D
606-607 theds. line of the regionbegan and continued to be so till the establish
ment of the Sultanate at Delaiin A.D. 1206. '

THc MpIEVAL PERIOD
Before giving an account of the region, it is impcrtant to realise the
geographical significance of its location. There were two routes from across

the mcuntaibs in ncrth-west by which fereign invaders came to India. The
northern route -thrcvgh tle Khyter rass followed the encient Mauviyan highway

from Purushpura to Patliputra. It passed through a more politically alive,
settled and fertile part of the Punjab. During the course of Indian history,
this route was followed by invaders during the early winter months when the
rivers of the Punjab were easily fordable. The southern route was from
Khurasan to Delhi. ' ‘

1, Silak Ram, op. cit. pp. 129,130-131.
' ’

2. Allahabad Piillar Inspeription, line 22,

3, R.C. Majumdar (ed), The Classical Age, p. 97;seealso V.N. Datta and H.A, Phadke,
History of Kurukshetra, 1984, pp. 56-8.. .

4, J.F. Fleet, Corpus Inscriptionum Indicarum, V(I)l.v fII, Varanasi, 1963, p. 231 ff.

. Ibid;v Surender Singh, op. cit. pp 44-5.

~
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The Tomra Rajputs ruled over ‘Hariyana’ from Delhi ~ when the

Ghaznavids invaded from the north-west. The kingdom of Lahore was
annexed by the Ghaznavids by 1020. Sultan Masud, the successor of Sultan
Mahmud, with the aim to extend his power and territory advanced towards
Hansi (District Hisar) and invaded the fort. After the fall of Hansi, he marched
to Sonipat and defeated its Governor, Dipal Har'. From Sonipat he

~ advanced towards the Kingdom of Ram Rai who saved himself from molestation
by offering him valuable presents. While the Tomaras of Dethi succeeded in
recovering these territories, they made no attempt to oust the Muslims from
the kingdom of Lahore. The later Ghaznavids were not able to extend their

power. Nor did the Tomaras attempt to oust them. Thus, for about 150 .

years the Muslims and Rajputs co-existed side by side. This _position,
however, changed with the fall of the Ghaznavids, when the kingdom of Lahore

fell into the hands of the Ghuris and the Tomaras of Delhi were overpowered
by the Chahamanas.

The Delhi Sultanate, established in1206, depended on the support of
Muslim nobles. On accountof their nearness to Delhi, the Rohtak and Sonipat
areas influenced the struggles among the aspirants for the throne of Delhi.
The Haryana in general and the Rohtak and Sonipat areas with its population
of Jats and Rajputs in particular could, therefore, be a source of strength or
weakness to the Sultans depending on the political circumstances.

After ascending on the throne in 1206, Qutb-ud-din Aibak set up the

military check-posts in the Haryana region.. Sonipat was one of the very

important military check posts?.

When Balban (1266—87) acquired the throne, he devoted himself
fully to improve the ill-managed administrative affairs in this region. He
also set up military check posts at Sohna, Rewari, Narnaul, Kanaud, Sonipat,
Hansi and Thanesar. These check-posts were manned by the army officors.
The number of Igtas, already introduced by Iltutmish, was increased. The

newly created Igras were of Sonipat, Barwala, Kanaud (Present Mahendragarh),
Kaithal and Shiwaliks.

Ghazi Malik of Tughlaq dynasty known as Gyasuddin Tughlaq was
the first ruler of Tughlag dynasty. Who paid special attention towards the

administrative affairs of Haryana region. He divided the whole territory into
Iqtas and  Shigqgas.

1, R.C. Majumlar, The History and Culture of vthe Indian People, Vol, V, 1974. The -

Struggle for Empire, p. 93,
2. K.C. Yadav, Haryana Ka Itihas (Hindi), Vol. T1I, 1981, p. 32.
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After Firuz Tughlaqg, his successor Abruk (1389-90) did not affect the
administrative changes on a major scale, but his successor Mahmud Nasiru

Din (1394—1412) made some territorial adjustments. Besides other changes,

some Shiggas, i.e. Sonipat; Panipat, Jhajjar and Rohtak were placed under
the control of a Commander Nushrat Shahnam.

From the Tuaghlaq dynasty to Mughal dynasty (1526), no major
changes affected the preseat Sonipat district. But the social ‘position of the
Hindus was pitiable in these days.

The Hindus were relegated to an inferior position and were forbidden
to observe their religious rites. They were also prohibited from building
new temples and repairing old ones. In the words of Srivastava?, ¢throughout
the period of the Sultanate of Delhi and, in fact, for nearly forty years after its
extinction, there existed in our country two grades of citizenship : the superior
grade for the Muslims who were considered the privileged class, =nd the inferior
grade for the Hindus who were treated #s the depressed\in their own homeland.”

Firoz Tughaluq was fanatic and a puritanical Muslim and rode rough-
shod over the little liberties that the Hindus enjoyed in the matter of religion.
Afif says that he burnt alive in open court a Brahman who had converted a
Muslim lady, and imposed Jizya on the Brahmans, not caring even for their
fast unto death in protest. He himself writes that he imposed ban on the
construction of new temples and got the newly-built temple at Gohana demo-
lished and their priests, who spread idolatry, killed. Side by side, he also
suppressed the shias and panthaists enforced purdah system and suppressed the
customs znd ceremonies which smacked of Hindu influence. The people,

tired and tortured with the excesses of the former times, were in no mood to rise
in revolt2,

Bounded by the Shiwaliks in the north, the river Yamuna in the east, the
Aravalli ranges and a part of Thar desert in the south, the river Sutlej in the
West, Haryana comprised the sarkars of Delhi, Rewari, Hisar Firoza and
Sirhind during the Mughal period. Owing to its geographical situation, this
region occupied a very important position in the history of that period. It was
here at the battle field ~f Panipat, Babar laid the foundations of his Indian empire?

Taking advantage of the chaotic conditions, Babar made a forceful
attack on India in the last day of the year 1525 A.D. He passed through the
Punjab without meeting any opposition and reached Ambala in the early part
of 15264,  From this place Babar marched via Shahbad along the river

1. The Mughal Indign Culture, p. 5. -
2. History of the Punjab (A.D. 1000-1526) by Fauja Singh, 1972, Ilrd Vol. p. 219,

3. thd Buddha Prakash, Glimpses of Haryana, 1967 p. 50.
4. Ibid.
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Yamuna to Karnal. There he heard that Ala-ud-din, whom he had sent on
towards Delhi had been defeated by Ibrahim Lodhi and that the latier had
advanced to Ganaur. After a short stay at Gharaunda, Babar led his army to
Panipat, which he sclected for the b:ttle fisld. The historic battle of Panipat
was fought here on 21st April, 1526. In the battle, Ibrahim Lodhi was slain
and his forces were utterly routed. )

Then\ Babar left for Sonipat where ths unsattled conditions ware prevail-
ing. When Babai arrived at Sonpat (Sonipat), the Chiefs and Chaudharis of
the city, together with the soldiers and bankers and other cl.iss, went to visit him;
and they were treated with honour and kindnesst.” After sattling the-chaotic

conditions at Sonipat, Babar proceeded towards Delhi.

Probably owing to the opposition offered by the psople of Haryana,
Akbar did not like them throughout his lifz. As a matter of fact, he took
delight in seeing them suffering. During his time the present Sonipat

district was a part of Subah Delhi. Sonipat and Ganaur the then paraganas

formed part of Delhi Sarkar ; and Gohana was part of sarkar of Hisar-
Firoza.

With the death of Aurengzeb in 1707, the Mughal rule in India ceased
to exist to be an effective force. None of his successors proved to be worthy
of great responsibility and Delhi, soon turned into a mere cockpit of warring
powers. The then Haryana suffered a lot during this period owing to the
gardis (hurly-burly) of the Jats, Rohillas, Sikhs and Marathas.

After the death of Aurangzeb his successors could not check the chaotic
conditions here and there. The Sonipat-Rohtak-Panipat-Karnal arcas were

outwardly under the Mughals but, in fact, no body cared for the authority of the

Government (King).

The chaotic conditions were already prevailing in the Gohana-Sonipat
areas but the invasion of Banda added much more to the deteriorating affairs.
The Governors of Delhi, Sirhind and Jammu acted independently and had no
co-operation among themselves, Banda directed his attention to the east
towards Delhi. There were two motives behind this move. He wanted to
leave Mata Sahib Devi in'Delhi and plunder the Government officials and rich

muslims of the ferfile areas of ‘Haryana. From Kharkhauda about .

north-west of Delhi, Mata Sahib Devi, widow of Guru Gobind Singh was sent
to Delhi under proper escort, to join Mata Sundari, widow of Guru Gobind
Singh, who was acting as head of the Khalsa.

1. The History of India as told by its own Historians, Vol. V, by Elliot and Dowson, p. 34.

[
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At Sonipat, 50 Km. of Delhi, early in November,1709 Banda Commanded
about 500 followers.! He attacked the government treasury, plundered it and
distributed the booty among his retinue. This was his second success -against

thé. Government and it considerably raised. his. prestige. By slow marches he
advanced towards Sirhind?.

Banda Bahadur established his headquarters at  Sehri-Khanda. villagés
of Sonipat district in 1709-10. During . a very short period, many. people
became his. followers. He made an abortive attempt to.end the Mughal
empire.

In May, 1710, emperor Bahadur Shah got the news of Sikh rebeHion in
Panjab ; he hurriedly settled terms with the Rajputs of Rajasthan and left for.
Panjab towards the close of June, 1710.

In July, 1710, the emperor appcinted Jain-ud-Ahmad  Khan Governor
of Sirhind. In August, 1710, Firoz Khan Mewati was placed in commandiof

the advanced-guard. Muhammad Amin. Khan with his son Qamar-ud-din
Khan joined the emperor in Haryana." By a proclamation, ingress into- and-
egress from Delhi was strictly forbidden. Kokaltash Khan was given charge
of Sonipat.

Eatly in September, 1710, all the Hindus in the camp were clean-shaved.
to avoid any resemblance with the Sikhs. Muslim Chiefs and Jagirdars joined.
the imperial forces on their way. Churaman Jat of Bharatpur reported himself
on duty in the royal camp near Delhi.

The emperor was so much worried that he did: not. enter the capital while
returning from Rajasthan and marched straight to Sonipat in the iast week of
October, 1710. Here he learnt the news of a couple of engagements with the
Sikbs. Firoz khan Mewati had fought an action with Binod Singh at Amin,
24 Km. North of Karnal, and he presented 300. Sikhs heads to the emperor at
Sonipat?.. He was given one lakh rupees and. appointed Governor of Sirhind
in supersession of his previous orders for the appointment of Zain-ud-din Khan,

After the death of Bandain 1716, Farrukh Siyar seitled thé chaotic sxtua—
tionin the Sonipat area in particular and Haryana in general.

Towards the close of 1738 and at the time c¢f Nadir Shah’s invasion,
the Mughal empire had lost its. vigour and energy. There were internal
turmoﬂs and conspu‘ac:es The distant Governors and frequent irruptions

1. Hari Ram Gupta, History of the Sikhs, Vol-1I, 1937, p. 8.
2. Ibid p. 17.
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of foreign hordes were fostering the pursuit of selfish interest and gencral
slackening cf allegiance.

> N . :
The news that Nadir Shah intended to invade India was received at first
with ridicule, but when it became known that he had taken Kabul, incredulity
gave way to panic, which increased with every stage of the invader’s advance.

- Even at this moment of peril the great nobles of the empire could not lay
aside their personal quarrels and with scarcely an exception, entered, either
to assure their fortunes or to steal a march on their fellows, into teasonable
correspondence with the invader.

‘ Muhmmad Shab and nis army reached out of Sonipat! and in the
later half of February reached Karnal, where it had been decided to meet the
invader (Nadir Shah) in 1739.

In 1753, Marathas assumed the roie of the Chief Power inIndia. Their
assistance - was often sought by the emperors and their wazirs in maintaining
their position ; with theresult that tke politics of Delbi came to be dommated
by them.

Peshwa's younger brother, Raghunath Rao, arrived at Delhion1st June,
1754. He helped Imad-ul-mulk in getting prime ministership, and then in
changing the emperor. The Maratha general their upon demanded the
tribute by Imad-ul-mulk. As no money was forthcoming, Raghunath Rao
stayéd in the capital for seven months, changing his camp from place to place
around Delbi. Entire supply of food, fodder and fuel became exhausted.

In this region the Maratha soldiers exercised oppression on the neigh-
bouring Jat villages, mostly of Dahiya clain. The freedom loving jats would
seize in revenge Mratha mares grazing in their fields. Malhar Rao attacked their
villages including Nahra, Nahri and many others. He plundered their property
and sold it cheap in Delhi. The people complained to the emperor and h1s
Waz:r but nothing came out of it. ‘

After the battle of Taraori, Dattajl wcund up his camp at Kunjpura on
27th December, 1759, and reached Sonipat on 29th December, 1759. He
stayed at Sonipat for five days to get exact information abouwt the Durrani
movements.

At the close of the rainy season of 1760, the Marathas under Sadashiv

Rao Bhau marched vpon Kunjpura (Karnaldistrict). The fort of Kunjpura
was well-stocked with money and prcvisions, of which the Marathas were in

1. The Cambridge History of India, Volume IV, by wolscley Haig, p. 359.
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sore need. It was held by Nijabat Kban with 10,000 pieked Rohillas.
It was seized bythe Marathas after a fierce bombardment. The garrison was
put to the sword onthe pretext that Nijabat Khan had been reSpon31ble for
the death of Datta Ji SindtLia.

The Yamuna being in floods, Ahmad Shah who was in the Doab, was
unable to  cross the river to prevent this disaster while the Marathas proceed-
ed unchecked to encamp near Panipat. At last Ahmad Shah crossed the
river on October 25,1760 and entered his tents in the garden of Fakhru at
Sonipat, 2 Kilometres north of the cjty. Near the western bank, it was
extremely maishy and muddy. Ahmad Shah - ordered everyone including
Shah Valikhanto break a branch or pull out reeds and grass and throw it on
the mud. There was thick overgiowth of Jhau bushes. The Wazir got
down from his horse and cut off a bandful of the branches of Jhau. His
vight thousand troops followed his example. In a while two metres high
heap was piled up. Not to speak of men and horses, even elephants carrying
cannon tied to their waist passed over it easilyl. The entire army crossed
over inthree dayson 25, 26 and 27 October. Some boats were also captured
onthe western bank. These were used to carry heavy baggage across the river
by numerous trips. About a thousand men were drowned.

At Sonipat on 27th October, Ahmed Shah enquired of Najib : “Where
are the troops posted by the Marathas with naked ba: ks to guard the bank of
the river ?”° Najib replied that they were a few kilometres northward. Ahmad
Shah ordered Shah Pasand Khan, the leader of all the skirmishing parties,
to march at once, and not to allow even a single man to escape. Shah Pasand
Khan at the head of bis4,000 chosentroopsand guided by Najib's menrushed
upon him. Bhau had posted nearly a thousand militia men under Baji Hari
Deshpande at the upper ferry of Sonipat. Shejwalkar writes that they were
sleeping “‘soundly on the plains, allowing tkeir horses to roam in the green
fields for grazing”. They were all cut to pieces.

.On 28th October, a body cf advanced patrols of the Marathas was over-
taken by the Afghans near Sambhalka (Karnal district), 28 kilometres north
of Sonipat. A sharp actiontook placzin which about 1§ thousand Marathas
and one thousand Afghans lost their lives. On this day Ahmad ~Shah
reached Ganaur, 17 Kilometres north of Sonipat and 30 Kilometres South
of Panipat and stayed there on 28, 29 and 30 October2. The Marathas were
utterly routed and many of them were driven into the town of Panipat, where

1. Marathas and Panipgt by Hari Ram Gupta, 1961, pp. 168-169,
2! Ib'd'
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A
next morning the Conqueror brought them out, .distributed the women and
children among his troops and massacred the men.in cold blcod. The
fygitives were followed all over the country and killed whenever they wele
overtaken.

It is said that the Bhau finding his armies defeated started towards
Gohana. ~ Taking shelter among the villagers on his way in'the guise of
Sadhu, he went soitth of Gohana. Acute scarcity of fodder had prevailedin

the region - in‘that winter. The people had cut down even the branches of trees
to feed'their cattle.

The impact of the third battle.of Panipat was far«rearhing on the
pecple of Haryana in particular.and on the whole country in general.
Historians® asscssment about the consequences of the  battleis.  asfollows :

“The Third Battle of Panipat (1761) decided the fate of India. The

‘ Maratha and Muhammadans weakened each other in that

deadly conflict, facilitating the aims of the British for Indian

supremacy. The rising power got thereby the opportunity

it needed so much to strengthen and consolidate its authority in

India. 1f plassey had sown the seeds of ‘British supremacy

in India, Panipat offered time for their matuting and striking
roots.”

' In" S:ptemb:r; 1765, th: Sikhs ass:mbdl:d at Amritsar and decided
to'plunder Haryana. In consequa:nc: th:y macca:d thithsr and after pa ssing
through' Sirhind divided themselves into'two bodies ; Taruna Dal. and ‘Budha
‘Dal. - After the battle of Shamli, the Taruna Dal advanced towards Delhi-and
joined the Budha Dal in'the neighbourhood of Kharkhoda, east of Rohtak.

" The :Sikhsinvaded the territorics f Najib-ud<Daula -in:1767. When he
ccame aware about their activities , he came forward; then :Sikb plunderers
~ turned back. Some Sikbh soldiers under the leadership of Jassa Singh invaded

the Sonipat areas. Many skirmhishes took place and ultimately the Sikhs won |
the day. : ' :

Taking advantage of the illness of'Najib-ud-Daula, who held-the charge
--of Haryana then, the: Sikhs launched their raids.again intc this territory:in

January, 1770. They. arrived near Panipat cn the 4th January plundeting and
ravaging the -ceuntry -as -thoy went. Najib-ud-Daula’s .son Zabita Khan,

however, tried to oppose them, but he could not carry out his plans prapetly.
The Sikhs plundered every village betwezn Panipat and Delhi.

1. An 4 lvanced Histary of India by Mj1a1iar, Riy Chudhri and Datta, 1967, p. 546,
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No sooner was the news of the.remowal of the strong hand .of Najub-ud-
‘DPaula known to the.Sikhs, than thes carried several.plundering raids-iute the
neighbouring district of Panipat. This 'tract, in-which-were situated the citics
of Somnipat, Panipat and Karnal, had.begome a preyto complete anarchy in
\  the third quarter of the 18 century. It formed a sort of no man's land between
the Sikh and Maratha powers, coveted by  bothbut-protected by neither.

Y A It fell a victim o every free booter who happensd to come that way?.

‘ Nawab Abdul Ahad. Khan (alias Majd-ud-daulah) and the princc Jahan
sy ' Shah Farkhunda Bakht left Delhi on the 18th. June, 1779 to attack on Patiala
’ Chief. The Nawab marched along the western. bank of the Jamuna so that
the soldiers might not suffer from want of water, and the prince " being . very
fond of fishing could enjoy this pastime. The first halt was made at Barari
Ghat on the 26th June; they were at Bakhtawarpur in Paraganah Haveli. At
‘Barota in paraganah Sonipat, the Prince : caught a‘lot of fish which he presented
to his nobles. On the 29th July, they-encamped 6 kilometres from Panipat.

After the surrender of widow queen of Nawal Jat King on March

17, 1780, Nasjaf Quli Khan turned towards the areas of Sonipat-Rohtak

- -and “Bhiwani. These areaswerc undar ths eontrol of Baluchs. He wrested
these areas without any stiff-opposition.

—— Acom>l:t: ani-chy was pravailing in th: Qis-Satluj country, . and

5 internccin: warfare was going oa amoagz th: Sikhs. So mymantous was the

¢ effect of -the civil war among the Sikhs on.the imperial court that . the
Mughal nobles ncw considered it practicable to take charge of crownlands
in ‘thz then Karnal district. - They wanted to achieve success by playing off
one party against the other. o

On the 16th September, 1780 Najaf Quli Khan .attended a feast given
by Raja Himmat Bahadur. . The Khan-told the Raja that he intended to take a
body of the Sikhs in his service. The same day Najaf Quli requested Najaf
Khan to. grant him the areas of Karnal, Panipat, Jind and Gohana:in Jagir?.
The. Wazir replied that after consulting Opat astrologer.he would inform him.

Mahadji Sindhia deputed Amba Ji Ingle, favjdar, to join over-the Sikhs

- during February-March, 1785. Ingle proceeded to Barari- Ghat to meet-the

“'Sikhs- who'in a body of about 12,000 men under the leadership of nine chiefs

lay encamped near Sonipat. - Some Sikhs approached Ingle’s camp and
carried away a number of ‘his camels. Ingle opened negotiations with them, and

[ S 1. :Dr. -Buddha Prakash, Glimpses Of Haryana, 1967, p. . 64.

< .
. = - 2. History Of the Sikhs by Hari Ram Gupta, Second Revised: Edition, 1980, Vol.- {11, pp.
- ! n 124-125,
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met the Sikh leaders on the bank of the Jamuna. He fixed his camp
at Bakhtawarpur (21 Kms north of Delhi), while the Sikhs were halting’
at Ganaur (40 Kms north of Delhi). He tried his level best to attract the Sikhsto
Sindhia’s  interest, but to little effect.

The Sindhia concluded a treaty with the Sikhs on 9th May, 1785. The
partlculars of the treaty were as follows:—

“The chief of the Khalsa with a force of 5,000 horse being united in conn-

ection with the sarcar and the victorious army, shall receive allowances and a

‘ ja'gi'r of 10 Jacs of rupees. Of this Jagir 7% lacs of rupees are in the neighbour-

hood of Karnal and 2} lacs from the country of the Sarcar, Four paraganas of

Gohana, Kharkhoda, Tosham! and Maham, worth 2.5 lakhs of rilpees were
granted on this occasion.”

- In December, 1789,the Sikhs made preparations to  accompany the
Rohilla Jady and her son to the Doab. In February, 1790, the Sikhs assembled
in large number of Sindhia’s territory ready to invade the Doab. In March
they ravaged the country lying between Karnal and Sonipat.

When the Dallewalia Sikhs attacked Patiala territory in May,1790,
Nanu Mal had to seek assistance from Sindhia, and sent his son to wait upon
him. Sindhia despatched Devji Gavle and Bapuji Malhar at the head of a force.
About the end of May, they reached Sonipat where they plundéred a few vill-
ages and realized fifty thousand rupees as tribute, The Maratha generals
halted at Panipat and refrained from marching into the heart of the Sikh country.

The contingents of Begam Samru was ordered to march to Kanaud to
reinforce Appa Khade Rao. Gopal Rao Raghunath called upon Raja Sahib
Singh of Patiala to help Appa Khande Rao. The Raja at once made prepara-
tions to leave at the head of a force. The Sikhs who had just returned did not
" like this policy. On the 7th March Gopal Rao encamped near Delhi.
Shah Nizam-ud-din deputed Chimaji Pantto Gopal Rao to representto him
that his halt in the neighbourhood of the city was causing great inconvenience to
‘the people, as his troops were destroying the crops. On the 13th April, 1792
‘Gopal Rao and De Boigne halted at Kharkhauda (32 Kms north of Rohtak).
Devji Gavle and Bapuji Malbar who were the leaders of the Maratha advance-
guard invested the village Sanghi (Rphtak district), for having declined to pay
tribute.. The village which had a population of 10,000 offered resistance and in
the fight nearly 700 persons were killed and wounded. Gopal Rao marched to
the village. The Zamindars, finding resistance useless, sought the intervention
of De Boigne and paid a .tribute of twenty thousand rupees. On the 17th
April, 1792, Gopal Rao marched from Sanghi to Sonipat and he stayed there
for a- week.

1. Now Tosham is a part of Bhiwani district and Meham that of Rohtak district,
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Among the most notorious adventurers in the northern India towards.
the end of the 18th century, was George Thomas, an Irish, known in Haryana
as Jahaz Sahib. After facing many ups and downs in life, George Thomas
became the protege of a Maratha leader, Appa Khandi Rao.

Lakhwa Dada, the Maratha Commander of Saharanpur, sought the
assistance from Appa Khande Rao Hari to check the plundering activities
of the Sikhs in October, 1795. He despatched George Thomas to help him.
George Thomas crushed the Sikhs. Lakhwa Dada, “a man of some what
imbued with the spirit of chivalry”, was so ~ deeply impressed with the .
achi vement of George Thomas that he borrowed his services from Appa Khande
Rao, and appointed him to the charge of Sonipat , Panipat and Karnal
districts with 2,000 infantry, 200 cavalry and 16 pieces of field artillery. Thys
George became ‘warden of the marches’ for Sindhia’s dominions . Bapu Ji
Malhar who was at that time the Officer in charge of Sonipat-Panipat district
was transferred to Saharanpurl. George Thomas who granted the revenues
of Sonipat-Panipat and Karnal districts for the maintenance of his force.

Appa Khande Rao committed suicide by drowning himself in the Jamuna
in 1797. His death was a severe blow to George. Thomas who was then left
without a patron. Soon afterwards he was taken in service by Bapu ji Mal-
har, Governor of Saharanpur.  After employment of about a year or so,
differences arose between him and his master. Bapu ji dismissed him and
areas including (Sonipat ) already granted to him were resumed. George
Thomas was again left without a master and without the means to feed and pay
his troops numbering 3,000. He took to the profession of a free-booter and
began plundering towns and cities in the neighbourhood of Delhi.. These con- -
stant efforts gave him an idea of setting himself up as a Sovereign over some
territory.

Consequently, before the close of 1798, George Thomas carved ‘out
an independent principality for himself in a tract always covered with green
grass, and for that reason called Haryana. Gradually he extended his sway
over the areas of Gurgaon, Rohtak, Sonipat, Hissar and Bhiwani districts,

After making his position somewhat stable, Thomas took a marauding ex-
pedition into the Sikh territory. He was opposed by a superior body of the
Sikhs and, therefore, he returned to George-garh - through - Kaithal, Jind, Sonipat
and Panipat. Meanwhile, there were  some disturbances in his. territory but
they were 'soon brought under control.

; Thomas’s growing power was a cause of jealousy, and apprehension to
Sindhia and his General Perron. George Thomas was asked to subject

Memoirs of George Thomas, p. 267.
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himself to the éﬁthority of Sindhia, but he declined to do so. The refusal ultimately

resulted in a quarrel between two powers. - An account of the last battle-of
Thomas with the Bntlsh is as follows:—

“‘Thomas‘cou,ld.not have hoped to have held out long aginst. such a
force in case; but treachery was at work.w‘ithin{,his‘eamp and he
was also deserted by several of his Chief Officers, and compelled #
to fly away by night to Hansi. His enemies speedily followed him ~—
there; much the same scene of baseness was  re-enacted; and in
February, 1802, Thomas abandoned claims to power and agreed to

pass over into the British territory where he died shortly afterwards
v on his way to Calcutta. He is still spoken .of admiringly by the
: people, whose affections he  gained by his gallantry and
_kindness; and  he seems never to have tarnished the name of his
country by the gross actions that most military adventurers in
India have been. guilty of1.”
THE BRiTisH PERIOD : ‘ |

Wlthmtwo years of the abandonment of tis ¢ ominion by Geor ge Thomas,
the rising power of Sindhia in northern India  was complciely broken by the
British forces under General Lake in the second Maratha War. The Gohana
areas of Sonipat.district passed on to t heBritish East India Company by the .
trcaty of Sutji  Arjungaon in 1803. -

General:Lake was of the view that the British:should not:- hold - large:
territories beyond ‘the Yamuna. Accordingly a number- of chiefs and leaders:
who had done.good militaryservice - against the:Marathas . or had at least:1e-
mained neutral, were settled to form a barrier of independent outposts between:
the British border and Cis-Sutlej Sikh estates as well as the trans Sutlej rising
kingdom of Ramjit Singh.

The new Masters—-the British East India Company—exercised -direet ‘
control only over the ‘assigned tertitory’ wkich comprited the paraganas !
ofxSonipat; Ganaur and other parts of this. district.  The reasons for taking
this territory under.direct: control were three-fold. . In the first place the co-
operaticniand ‘occupation of thisterritory was very essential for.an effective.
hold overithe historic.city, of Delhi.. Inthe second place, this. territory weuld
provide financial provision for the royal. household; and in:the third. place,
since its situation was of utmost stratzgic importance, it would provide military
basis for security of compamy’'s possessions fromthe Sikhs: and othiersin the
north-west and the Rajputs, etc. from the side of ‘Rajasthan®:

1. Gazatteer of the Rohrak District, 1883-84, p  20-21.
0. Jouraal of Hiryaaa Studies, Vol. XII 1980 P.47.
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To conduct the administration of this territo1y, a Resident was appointed.

He was assisted by few assistants. The senior-most was called Lead assistant

and he was to officiate as Collector of revenue under the supervision of the
Resident. :

Gohana and Kharkhauda-Mandothi areas were givento " Raja Bhag
Singh of Jind and Bhai Lal Singh of Kaithal as life jagirs.

The Gohana and Kharkhauda-Mandothi estates lapsed to the British

Govarnmznt onthe deaths of Lal Singh in A.D. 1818 and Bhag Singh in 1820.

In 1824, Gohana and Kharkhauda-Mandothi units were included in Robtak

district. . N
By the Charter Act of 1833, the North-Western Provinces was formed.
The headquarters of N.W.P. wasat Agrg. Under the new arrangements, the
Haryana region was made onc of the six divisions of the new province under the
name of Delht Division. Its headquartets was placed at Delhi. It comprised
thzdistricts of Panipat, Hariyana, Delhi, Rohtak and Gurgaon!. Eachdistrict
wasplacad undera Magistrate-Collector., The disttict was-further divided in-
to tahsils. In the villages,there were Tholas which were called panas of
different Communities,

The communities in Haryana were remarkable institutions. By their
wonde1ful proceedings they had been presetving their old culture fiom time
‘immemorial. How they woiked is graphically described by Metcaif in these
words: ' ' ‘

“The village communities a1 ¢ like little republics having nearlyeverything
they want within themselves, and almost -independent of any foreign relations.
They seem to last whare nothing elsc lasts. Dynasty after dynasty tumbles
down; revolution succeeds revolution; Hindu, Pathan, Mughal, Marathas,
Sikh are masters in turn; but the village communities remain the same. In
times of troublc they arm and fortify themselves; a hostile army passes through
the country; the village community collect their cattle withintheir walls and

“let the army pass unprovoked; if plunder and devastation be directed against
themselves and the force employed be irresistible, they flee to friendly villages
at a distance, but when the storm has passed over,theyreturn and resume their
occupation. If a country remains for a series of years the scene of continual
-pillage and massacrz, so that the villages cannot be inhabited, the villagers never-
theless return whenever the power cf peaceable possessionrevives. A genera-
tion may pass away but the succeeding generation will return, The sons will
taketheplace of their forefathers, the same sitefor he village, the same position

1. Dr. Buddha Prakash, Glimpses of Hariyana, 1967,p. 80.
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for the houses, the same lands will be reoccupied ; and it is not the triffling matter
that willdrive them out, for they will often maintain tbeir post through times of
disturbance and convulsion, and acquire strength sufficient to resist pillage and
oppression with successl”,

UPRISING oF 1857

Th2majority of the peopleinthis area showed sympathy with the uprising
of 1857. The soldiets, paiticularly Rangaers and Jats, who had been
serving in the army of East India Company were discontented with the British.
The Scpoys of the regiments coming home on leave instigated the villagers
against the British. Thus, they spread disaffection in theruralareas., Nctic-
ing tbese symptoms, John Adam. Loch, Collector of Rohtak,tock steps to pre-
serve ordet by calling into headquarters of all sepoys who were on leavein the

district. :

Although sezthing with thzfite of revoltinthzir  hearts, the prople did

not riseinrevoltuatilMay 23, 1837 wi:1Tafzal Hiisainan missarycfem -
p:ror Bahadur Snah cam: to Robtak with a small forc:. Tne Tahsildar of
Rohtak, Bakhtawar Singh, who had been sent thete to meet him, was unequal
to the task of encountering therebelsand fled to Rohtak. The Deputy Com-
missioner, Loch, atfirst wished t¢ stay at Lis post and fight the enemy, who were
not strong in numbers; but ultimately despairing of success, be left the place
by night, accompanied only by the Thanedar, Bhurekhan and made his way by

early on the morning of the 24th to Gobana. He passed to Karnal without
stopping at Gohana and thetahsildar Bakhtawar Singh of thelatter place desert-
ed his chargeand fled. The Thanedar Bhure Khan, aiso behaved in the same
way. But Chaudri Rustum Ali Khan of Gohana took charge of the tahsil
buildings and preserved them with the records and money, and kept together
some prisoners who were engaged on the new works there until the order was
again restored in the autumn.

During the Ist war of Independence (1857), the tahsildar of Sonipat
ordered the ‘inhabitants to vacatethe city. But the people defied his orders.
Then an action took place and many persons were killed. Uitimately, the
tahsildar Fazle-Hussain was hanged at Ganj Bazar of the old town of Sonipat
by the rebels?.

Not only these officials, but all the Furopeans and “Loyal Officers” fled
from the district. The rebels burnt the office and Buynglows of the British Offi-
cials. They destroyed the records, plundered the Mahajans and Banias and set
the prisoners free from the jail.

1. CT. Metcalf, Minutes of the Board of Revenue, Nov. 17, 1830.

1. Newspaper-Aftase-Alam, (Urdu), February, 2, 1859; this extract has beea taken from the
Diary of Bahadur Shah Jafar, Dt. August 21, 1857,

P
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The Rohtak district being abandoned by all its officers, the old feuds and
quarrels of tne people, which till then had been long buried, at once broke out
anew and all outwairds signs of order and rule disappeared for a time. The
officers with their wives and children became wanderers on. the fdace "of the
country?!.

Allthe vestiges of the British Government disappeared like snow in thaw.
The mutineers (rebels) killed Bhurekhan, the thanedar, and aftet trying unsuc-
cessfully to plunder these areas went off to Dethi. “The Ranghars and butchers
set up the Muhammaden green flag and around it all the revolu-
tionaries of the area collected and the lawlessness ruled supreme here till the
middle of September2.

As already explained, Chaudri Rustum Ali alone maintained himself at
Gohana tahsil headquarters, nowhere else was there any sign left of the authority
of the late rulers of the country. The villagers of Kharkhoda were Jong in pos-
session of a gun which they seized from Hisar rebels. The gun was taken |
away ‘from them by the other rebels. The lawlessness continued for many days.

The whole of the district plunged into a flood of rebellion. The Rangcrs,
Rajputs, Jats and even low caste people played a prominent role in the freedom
movement of 1857. In the words of Kaye and Malleson: ‘“There can be
little doubt that the sympathy of the people, from noble to peasant, was enlisted
on behalf of the representative of Moghuls”. Even the mafidars of the British
government, who enjoyed rent free tenures and several other ;privileges, stood
against their master (The British). N

By and by, all the aieas came in the grip of lawlessness. The villages of
Rohan, Bukeor, Karawari, Shah Partik, Rulowdh, Malik Sunderlal, Malik
Kheri, Fazilpur, Kuberpur, Sullanpur and Pattee Musalmanari in the then
Sonipat tahsilrefused to pay land revenue and defied the British authority. " The
people of villages, namely ; Kundli (of piesent Sonipat tahsil) and Shamri
(of present Gohana tahsil) revolted against the British in the uprising of 1857.

They attacked and murdered some Englishmen who passed through these
villz ges.

The civil population rose in almest every big village. Commenting on the
State of the affairs, Cap. Marcandew informed the Government of India,
“I find the countiy......considerably disorganized; the revenue and police

~officers are in the state of flight; many of the zamindars and big villages are
quite refractory.”

1. Land Revenue Settlement Report of Rohtak District, 1878-79, p. 37.
2. Gazettear of the Ro'wea’s Distrtict, 1883-34, p. 27,
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" As already mentioned, the Rangais rose en masse against the British.
Their struggle was very intense for two reasons; first, a large number of Ranghar
-goldiers whose regiments had mutinied came and joined them. Secondly, they
found gcod  teaders like Bisarat Ali and Babar Khan, The former was a pea-
sant from Kharkhoda. He had joined the army and was thus guite familiar with
the principles of military organization and warfarel.

The Ranghars led by Bisarat Ali freed the major poition of the arca
from the British control. But despite their best efforts, they could not free
Rohtak entirely from the clutches of the Biitish.

‘The British authorities took a very serious view of these incidents in
Gohana area. Since the Grand Trunk Road passed through the district of
Sonipat, the rebels could greatly impede the passage of men and material from
Punjab to Delhi. It was, therefore, considered very essential from the mili-
tary point of view that the district be recovered without any loss of time.
Accordingly, Major General Wilson commanding the Delhi-Field force sent
Lt. Hodson with a force comprising 6 European Officers, 103 men of the Guides,
233 of Hodson’s Irregular Horse and 25 of the Jind Horse (361 in all) in the
early hours of 15 August, 1857.

-

/

Hodson was checked at Kharkhoda on August 15, 1857. The villagers
and especially the ‘leave men’ of the irregular corps who had taken position in
one of the strong buildings belonging to a lambardar of the village opposed
Hodson bravely. Under the inspiring leadership of Risaldar Bisaret Ali, the
villagers fought gallantly. Even Hodson admitted: “They fought like devils”.
Because of their large numbers and superior fire power, the British soon over-
powered the rebels. Risaldar Bisarat Ali feli fighting along with twenty-five of
his men. The British also suffered a number of casnalties on their side.

~Hardly had Hodson finished this encounter when the intelligence reached
hipy that a large number of rebels under a new peasant leader Sabar Khan
wete preparing their schemes. He at once left for Kharkhoda and after a short
halt and respite in a village moved forwards to meet the challenge of the :ebels.

T the early hours of July 17, 1857, Hodson was attacked by about 300
Ranghar horsemen belonging to different irregular cavalry regiments and a mass
of foot men certainly not less than 900 or 1000 in number. A fierce fight took
place. After sometime the rebels left the open field and retired in bushy hides.

As the situation warranted, the Indian force made a retreat. Hodson
did not follow them. In the end, Hodson left for Delhi, leaving the towns-of .
Kharkhoda, Sonipat and Gohana -under the care and watch of the Raja of Jind
and some local chaudhris.-

1. K.C. Yadev, the Revolt of 1857 in Haryana, 19771, p. 6l.
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The authority of the government was not restored permanently until
twelve davs after the memorable 14th of September, 1857, when Delhi feil.
After restoring the control and order in the aiea, the authorities paid their
attention towards the rebels in the movement. Many rebels were shot and
hanged; property stolen was as far as possible recovered; the area was actually

disarmed throughout; the outstanding revenue was promptly collected, the
villages which had been most prominent in the revolution were heavily fined;

rewards were given to the loyal people and the lands of the guilty were confis-
cated. . ;

As per a list found in the File R/131, there were many local chaudhris
who extended all sorts of help to Lt. Hodson with money and material and

later-on held their local places for the British. They were after wards hand-
somely rewarded for these services. These loyal persons did not belong to
one or two particular castes or communities, but to many.

As already explained, the people of two villages, namely, Kundli and
Shamri murdered the English Officials while passing through the territory of
Sonipat district. The British after the uprising, confiscated the lands of the
villagers of the above villages as a measure of punishment.

GROWTH OF POLITICAL. STRUGGLE

Due to anti-British activities of the people in the war of Independence of
1857, Gohana tahsil being a part of Rohtak district alongwith the south-east
Punjab, roughly comprising Haryana, which had been a part of the North-
western provinces, was tagged to the Punjab by the Government of India
notification No. 606 of the 13th April, 1858. After the abolition of Hisar division
in 1884, the Rohtak district was transferred to the Delhi division. Sonipat
tahsil, which had remained attached to the Delhi district since the year 1861,
was added to the Rohtak district in September, 1912.

No development programmes were started by the government. Hence
these areas remained backward. The government used the martial spirit of the
people by recruiting many young persons in the army. The ex-service men and
others realised that their lot could be improved only through political awa-
kening and by and by this feeling was shared by a large number of people.

The Arya Samaj movement accelerated the desire for reform. It laid"

great stress on starting educational institutions and removing untouchability.
The programme, creating a new social consciousness, spread gradually from
urban to rural areas.
.Arya Samaj became suspect in the eyes of the British Government soon
- after it was formed in 1875. The government became hostile to the Arya Samaj
on account of the following activities :—
1. Arya Samaj was a new movement, seeking to disturb the old order
of things and affairs of social and religious importance.
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« 2. The Arya Samaj not only vigorously defended the ancient Hindu
religionx but also decided to fight the aggressors with their own
weapons.

3. Arya Samaj took up cudgels on behalf of the Hindus in every
trouble arising out of the question of cow killing or conver-
sion of Hindus to an alien faith. Government became anxious
on account of the activities of Arya Samaj in these days.

Besides the Gurukul at kangri, a number of Gurukuls were established
in different parts of the country during the period (1875—1918). In Haryana
there were Gurukuls at Bhainswal and Matindu (Sonipat district). All these
institutions (Gurukuls) were being run on the Kangri lines and served the same

purpose, namely; to build first-rate citizens inbued with immense *patriotic
fervid and national zeall.

In these Gurukuls students received education at very nominal rates of
tuition fees. : In: these institutions, besides - their academic curriculum, the
students were given lessons in patriotism, and service to their fellow country-
men. The importance of such virtues as Swarajya, self-help, dignity of labour,
and individual~ and national self-respect was explained to them. Asa result
there emerged a large number of young men with patriotic fervour and natiébn-
al zeal from the portals of these institutions. The gurukuls at Bhainswal
and Matindu in Sonipat district were also following the life-pattern of Arya
Samaj. They prepared their students for freedom struggle.

The teachers at Gurukuls in these days were well-known for academic
excellence and patriotic feelings. Many of them had pledged their life to the
institutions. Thus -all the gurukuls played a very important role in the free-

dom struggle of the country by preparing their pupils for self-sacrifige for the
country..

Ch. Chhotu Ram came on the scene and he served the interests of rural masses.
He began to take a leading share in the welfare of Zamindars, judging in terms
of the provisions of government of India Act, 19(9, .which gave a distinct poli-
tical advantage to the rural areas by creating special constituencies of great
landlords and giving a commanding majority of rural seats in the Provincial
Councﬂ

The Government introduced the bill on February 6, 1919 to give effect to
-~ 'the recommendations of Rowlatt Committee. Gandhi Ji urged the' country-
* then ‘to.resist this wicked legislation. He also called upon the people to observe

C 1. Afya Swnu il th: Preedsn Mw:n it by K C. Yadav & K. S. Arya, Volume-l
{137)«-19[8), 19883, P. 66.
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fast and hartal on a fixed day all over the country. His call received a favou-
rable response in Haryana. A hartal was observed at Sonipat on 6th April,
1919. As a result, postal telegraph lines at Gohana were damaged. A mass
meeting was to be convened at Sonipat had been abandoned under the Govern-
ment pressure. On account of these activities, this area (Sonipat) was declared

as a distrubed area under the Police Act on April, 21, 1919. The publication

of news inJat Gazzette pertaining to the disturbances was forbidden. The
Tahsildars of Sonipat and Gohana who were found to be sympathetic to the
Arya Samagist leaders were transferred. '

On learning the news of massacre of Jallianwala Bagh on “April, 13,
1919, the people rose against the British. Government property wa$ damaged
and the post office at Gohana was destroyed and telegraph lines were cut off.
The Government strengthened the executive authorities with greater powers
to suppress the disturbances with strong hand. The Seditious Meeting Act
1907 was introduced in the Gohana area. .Ae}oplane-demonstrations were
carried out over Ganaur to cow down the people.

Muslims were also active in the Non-Co-operation Movement. Two
religious divines, Maulvi Baqaullah and - Sufi Igbal were arrested in 1920 for
delivering anti-British speeches at Sonipat mosque. They were sent to- Rohtak
jail. Muslim sentiment was against the British in many areas of Haryana.

In 1920, Gandhi Jiin alliance with Al brothers, the khilafat leaders,
launched an all India campaign of non-violent non-co-operation to bring the
British administration to a standstill. In response .to Gandhi’s call to do away
with government-sponsored institutions, Hindu High School, Sonipat disaffilia-
ted itself from the University of Punjab. Abdul Aziz of Gohana was one

~ of the prominent leaders of khilafat movement. Gandhi Ji and Maulana Abdul

Kalam Azad addressed a large public meeting at Kalanaur (Rohtak district)
after an attempt to hold khilafat meeting at Sonipat was thwarted.

To conduct non-co-operation movement successfully, the 'Congi'ess
committees were established at district and tahsil level. Pt. Shri Ram Sharma,
staunch freedom-fighter, toured the Sonipat district and propagated in favour
of the movement. The non-Cooperation movement had not made much
headway but the Congress party tried to kezp up the public morale by otjgdnising

the public conferences. The government dampened the Spirits of the people
by arresting their leaders.

Sonipat town was also agz)g with political activity due to its close proxi-
mity to Delhi. On January 2, 1921, a procession was arranged by Sonipat
Congress Committee. The leaders spoke against begar and put some people
of Sonipat to shame for helping the government officials, They instigated the
people to observe hartal on the eve of the visit of Duke of Con naught to India.
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On 13th May, 1921, a joint meeting of Hindus and Muslims was orga-
nised in which leather workers were specially invited . The leaders drew the
attention of the poeple towards the Jallianwala Bagh atrocities. Another
meeting was arranged at Sonipat on May, 18, 1921. At 8.00 P.M. a meeting
was held at Anaj Mandi (Sonipat) where the leaders exhorted the lower

classes not to offer begar. They also spoke against the loyalists who were
helping in the runaning of British administration.

After that incideat, Congress orginizational work was started at
Gohana. People resorted to wear khaddar. Many political mestings were held
in Jain temple compound. A handsome amount was donated for the Tilak
Swaraj Fund by many communities of Gohana area.

When the Khilafat movement was over, many Muslims left the Congress
Party in despair. They stood against the Hindu leaders.  The British tried their
level best to inflame the feelings of anti-party among the Hindus and Muslims,
The government favoured the Muslims with the view to dividing both communi-
ties and the Muslims were instigated against their Hindu brethren to a great
extent . In 1923, the Deputy Commissioner, Rohtak, obstructed the ‘Nagai
Kirtan’ procession of Arya Samaj at Kharkhoda. The Muslims also obstruc-
ted the Ram Lila procession at Kharkhoda. The situation became tense. Due
to the efforts of the common leaders, communal harmony prevailed again.

At Sonipat, there was a bonfire of foreign cloth on 11th April and
national week was celebrated on April, 15, 1929. The people went about daily
in Perbhat Pherisearly in the morning singing national and patriotic songs and
poems.

In June, 1929, a Jatha of volunteers left Rohtak for Peshawar. The
police arrested them near Karnal. Most of the active and youthful volunteers
came from village Pathsalas in Gohana tahsil. The ‘Mutiny Week® was
celebrated and public meetings were held almost every day. The people
attended these meetings in large number. Women also participated in these
meetings. '

The annual session of the Indian National Congress held in Lahore rea-
ched a momentous decision. It was resolved that the goal of India henee-forth
would not be dominion status but complete independence. The District co-
mmittees, in pursuance of the resolution of the Congress, issued a circular to all
their units with regard to the celebration of Independence day on January 26,
1930 by taking the following  pledge!:

“We pledge ourselves afresh to this great cause of India ’s freedom
and to end the exploitation of our people and resolve to work
to this end till success comes to our people. The British

1. Majundg;.l R.C. , History of the freedom movement in India, Calcutta, 1963, Vol. -III,
. .
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Government in India has'not only deprived the Indian people: of
their freedom but has: based itself on the exploitation of the
masses and has ruined India economically, politically, culturally
and spiritually. We believe, therefore, that India must sever
its connection with the British and attain complete independence
poori Azadi.”’

In almost, all the cities, towns and big villages ‘Independence Day’ was
célebrated!. At Sonipat a big procession was led by prominent Congress men,
speeches delivered and pledge taken?.

The Civil disobedience Movement was started on March 12, 1930." The
Government tried to curb the movement by resorting to repressive measyres.
During the movement, national week was celebrated with great enthusiasm.
Shops selling the foreign goods and liquor were picketed. Vigorous propa--
ganda dissuaded large number of students from attending local educational
institutions and many students gave up their studies.

A Rural Conference was held. at village: Nahri®, Some shops sclling
foreign cloth were picketed on April 12, 1931 but the picketeers were beaten up -
mercilessly. on the next.day. Jatha (group of protesters) of women under
the patronage of Smt. Kasturi.Bai of Rohtak went to Sonipat. and organised
a hunger strike and staged dharnas before those shops. A meeting of cloth
merchants was called on July 14, 1931 and they were persuaded to boycott the -
foreign cloth, They agreed to the proposal. All the bales of the cloth were
stamped with Congress Committee Sonipat. On 15th July, the sale of all
foreign cloth was stopped. Sonipat city was on the forfront.in boycotting the
foreign cloth and-other things.

The Government of India considered that. the Congress by: lauhching
the Civil Disobedience Movement wanted to embarras: the authorities in their
efforts to achieve victory in the war. So it resorted to repressive measures to
crush it. The Government passed an Emergency Power Ordinance which
.gave very wide powers to the Government and their officers. Believing: that
the purpose of Civil Disobedience Movement was to create a public opinion
hostile to the rulers by giving publicity inthe press, the Government of India
banned publication of any information in the-newspapers regarding the move-
ment which had not been approved by the press authorities in New Delhi,
The Deputy Commissioners were asked to keep a watch over the newspapers

1. Sharma, Shri Ram, Haryana Ka Itikas, 1929.
2. I.N. Singh Yadav, Haryand (Studies in History and Politics 1976, p. 111.
3. Civil Disobedience Movement in the Punjab (1930---34) by D.R. Grover, 1987, p. 167.



48 ‘ SONIPAT

in their respective districts and to make use of the different agencies at their
disposal particularly witha view to correcting or contradicting of false rumo rs
set afloat by the freedom fighters.

Keeping in view these instructions, publication of Haryana Tilak, an
Urdu weekly of Rohtak (brought out by Shri Ram Sharma) which then was
the chief spokesman of people in Sonipat and Rohtak areas was stopped. This
paper was widely read in the Haryana prant.

On reczipt of the directions, Deputy Commissioner, Rohtak asked the
other newspapers !o follows instruciions. The Chaministan (Kharkhoda); The
Dzhat  Sudhar (Rontak), The Jat Gazette (Robhtak), The Muslim Gazette
(Rohtak), etc. were ordeted to comply with the instruetions.

After the suspension of the Civil Disobedience Movement, the Congress
decided to participate in the ‘electionsto tl.e legislaturesandlocal bodies which
were held after the passing of the Government of India Act, 1935.

Inthe then Punjab, the Unionist Party after winning majority in the
General Election held in 1937 came to power. Sir Sikandar Hayat Khan became
the premier. In1937, from Haryana Prant the party won 16 out of
. 29 seats whereas the Congress secured only 4 seats, Ch. Chhotu Ram

and Tikka Ram, prominent unionists from this area, were included
in Sikander Hayat Khan's Cabinet. Inrural areas especially among
t\he Zamindars and the farming communities of this region, the Unionist Party
was more popular.

The Government showed confidence in its relations- with the landlords.
They (landlords), according to the governmem estimate, wereloyal and “would
stand bythe Empire against barbarity. Early in July, 1938, Sir Sikander
Hayat Khan came to Sonipat. 1In alarge gathering of about 30,000 peasants,
he appealed to themto join armyand defund India against foreign invasionl.’

Between November 7, 1940 and November 15, 1940, Mian Iftikar
Uddin toured some districts of Haryana extensively to create enthusiasm for
the coming session of the Indian National Congressandto prepare Congress
men to meet the prevailing politicai crisis. On November 15, 1940, he went to
Karnal and later to Sonipat. The Tribune repoited that after the meeting at
Sonipat Mian Sahib proce eded towards Rohtak.

Accordingto the records of the Deputy Commissioner, Rohtak, the
number of Satyagrahi prisoners convicted in the Rohtak district (of which the
present Sonipat district was apart) from May, 1941 to September, 1941 for
symbolic breaches of the Defence of India Rules, was 73. It is not possi-
ble to tist them individually here. However, the lists revealthat the prisoners

/

1, The National Front. Julv 3. 1938
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belonged to various castes such as Brahman, Jat, Jhiwar, Harijan, Rajput, Bania,
etc. and hailed from bothurban and ruralareas.
/

The arrest of Gandhi Ji in August, 1942, was followed by hartals and
processions in nearly the whole of the district. The repressive measures of
the Government provoked arson and violence at many places. Telephone
wires were cut, fish-plates wereremoved from railway lines and letter boxes were
burnt by the reactionary elements in the Quit India Movement.

The arrest of the leadersduring Quit India Movement led to spontaneous
hartals, demonstrations and strikes at Sonipat and Murthal. At Sonipat the
leaders appealed to the studentsto go on strike. Amar Nath of Sonipat who
was connected with sabotage in Sonipat tahsii was arrested on October 27,
1942 for writing and sending threatening lettersto the officers.

The popular slogan of the movement, Karen ge Ya Marenge (Do or die)
enthused the people of the area. The main targets of attack were means of
communications. To keep upthe momentum of the movement, efforts were
made to arouse entbusiasm in the public by widespread distribution of
pamphlets and posters.

When the intensity of the Quit India Movemen: showed signs of abatement
towards the end of 1943, many political detainees were released from prisons.
However, beforc their releasc, they were served with restriction o1ders, i.e. they
could not leave the municipal limits of particular towns and villages without
the permission of the district authorities. The restrictions adversely affected
many internees and restrictees, especiaily the pleaders and doctors, whose source
of livelihood was theit professional practice. Due to these restrictions, the
lawyers could not attend the courts of the neighbouring citiesand towns. Their
professional piactice received a set-back. As a result, a doctor from Murthal
and apleader from Sonipat suffered financially very much.

Besides many individual Satyagathi, a sizeable number of people courted
arrest. Rati Ram belonging to chamar castecf Bohar village (Rohtakdistrict)
worked for the freedom of the country in Sonipat and Rohtak areas. He died
as martyrin the Borstal Jail, Labore in 1942, wheie he wasunder going imptison-
ment on account of the aunti-British activitics. Pt. Devi Singh of Sonipat who
was thedriver of Neta Ji Subhash Chander Bos:, is known as Swantrata
Sainani in the history of India. Chaudhry Tika Ram, close associate of Sir
Chhotu Ram, belonging to Jas Community was an important figure in the National

1. Chopra, P.N. Chief Editor, All India Gazetteer, Who’s who of Indian Martyrs, Vol.-1,
p. 302.
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Movement. Due tothis utmost and inspiring work in the sphere of educatlon
be is still known as Mahatma Hansraj inthe Sonipat district.

Some singers and  bhajnis played a very important jolc in the fresdom
struggle of'the country. A typical bhajan® was sung bythe bhdajanisin the pre-
Independence daysintheruralareas.

JIndia -achieved independence on August 15, 1947, -:One:of the most
significant changes bas been the formation of Haryana as a-separate State on
November 1, 1966. The present Sonipat District comprising the tahsils of
Gohana and Sonipat was created-in 19722,

(1) Madre Hind ki tasvir sene Pe -bani,
Beria peron me hon aur gale me kafni, _
Aaj se dekhenge vafa ka yahi johar hoga,

Faras katon ka hame fuloon ka bestorhoga,

Ful ho jahega chhati pe jo patar hoga,

Kedkhana Kahte han vahi ghar hoga,

Santari dekhhar Aus jos ko sarmainge,

Geet janjir ki jhankar par ham gayenga,

Dil tarfata he ki savraj ka paigam mile,

Kal mile Aaj mile, subah mile, sham mile,
Hukam hakim ka hai faryade jawani ruk jaya,
Par yah mumkin mahin, yah joshe jawamni . ruk ‘jaya,
Hon Khabardar jinhone yaih ajimat di,

Kuchh tamasha nahiyeh, kom ne karvat I hai,

(2) Vide, Haryana Government, Revenue Department Notification: No. 6050-E avyr2/
45723, dated December 22, 1972.
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