Karnal District. 1

CHAPTER IL

HISTORY.

SECTION A.—PHYSICAL.

The question whether the Jamn4 ever, as thought by some
geologists as well as archzologists, formed a part of the western water
system, is too large to touch upon; but if the Jamn& ever did run
into the Indian Ocean, the two large and very remarkable bights in the
Béngar on which the cities of Karndl and Pénipat stand, and which
cut right through and extend to the west of the water-shed, almost
certainly mark two intermediate steps in its change to its present
course ; and the old course must have run along the foot of the
Nardak step, where the main canal runs now. But changes in this
stream have been, during historical time, confined within the limits of
its present Khddar. That it did once flow below the towns of Karnsl
and Pénipat, in the bed immediately under the Khddar bank now
occupied by the Bfirhi Nadi, is beyond a doubt. And it is also certain
that it did not at once wholly abandon that bed; but that a branch
of some importance continued to flow in the old channel till compara-
tively recent times, In 1398 A.D., Taimfir encamped on the banks
of the river of Pdnipat on his way from Pénfpat to the Jamns ; and
the Afn Akbari, written about 1590 A.D, states that “the stream of
Sanjnauli (a village in the Khddar) runs under the town of Karn4l.”
There is a universal tradition that the Brhi Nadi used to flow
regularly in flood times within a comparatively recent period ; and
within the memory of man the floods have passed from the river above
Dhansauli and run down the old bed as far as Dehli, the last, occasion

being in 1864 A.n. But the strongest evidence is afforded by the

map, which clearly shows that in some parts of its course the river

or its branch suddenly changed its course, while in others it gradually

retreated. On this part of the Jamn4, the villages on the river edge
divide alluvion thrown up in front of them by straight lines drawn
from the end of their old boundaries to meet the main stream. The
result is that, as the general tendency of the stream is to shift east-
wards, the boundaries of villages which have had a gradually receding
river frontage for any considerable period, run out to the east in long
parallel lines. This formation is well marked on the present river
frontage; and it is impossible to look at a map showing the
village baundaries of the Karndl, Pénfpat, Sunpat and Dehli
Khédars, without being convinced that exactly the same process has
taken place in some places and not iu others along the course
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of the Blrhf Nadi or Gandd N4l4, the dry chamnel of which

still runs under the Khddar bank. There are two well-defined blocks

of land which are clearly marked off from the rest of the Khadar by

the superior stiffness of their soil, and by their sharply-defined river
bank. They are:—the block including Atd, Dahrd, Rékasahrd and

Ganaur, and that including Barsat, Ptndri, Babail and Kordr. Now,

these two blocks consist of villages with more or less circular bounda-

ries, while the villages to the west of them show marks of alluvial
accretion ; and there is little doubt that these former villages were at
no very distant period on the east bank of the Jamnd. This conclu-
sion is borne out by local tradition, which tells us that Ganaur and
Barsat, with all the villages about them, formerly lay to the east of
the river. Mr. Ibbetson writes as follows :— '

“ My personal knowledge of the soil of every village in the Khddar,
and of the innumerable old channels still to be traced, has convinced me
that these two areas have wholly escaped the river action which in com-
paratively recent times hasgone on throughout the remainder of the Khddar ;
and that here, and here alone, the main river has changed its course-suddenly
and not gradually. It follows, of course, that the change in that course
may have taken place after, and not before, the date of origin of these
villages.”

As regards the date of the change, almost the only data we have
are the number of generalions for which the various Khadar villages
are said to have been inhabited. The Pénipat tradition is that the
river left the city walls in the times of Biali Qalandar, or about 1300
AD. The villages over which the river appears to have passed
comparatively recently show from 10 to 15 generations in their
genealogical trees ; those which the river appears to have gone round,
from 20 to 30. Of course, even sup{msing the genealogical tree to be
absolutely correct, it by no means follows that all the generations have
followed since the foundation of the village, for the community traces
back its descent to its common ancestor; and it is always possible, and,
in villages settled as offshoots from a uneighbouring parent village,
almost certain, that the family as it stood at some stage of its descent
from him, and rot the ancestor alone, emigrated to the new village.
Much information on the riverain changes of the Panjdb is to be
extracted from the first few of Mr. Medlicott’s sketch of Panjib:
Geology, published in the Provincial volume of this Gazetteer.

The existence of numberless abandoned wells throughout the
Nardak jungles affords certain proof that the tract was once far less arid
than it is now ; for extensive irrigation with water at 70 to 90 feet from
the surface is impossible, at any rate to R4jpGts, The whole country-
side say that the Chautang was dug out and straightened by some
former Emperor, and used in old days to flow continuously as a
canal ; and that when the stream became intermittent, the water-
level sank and the wells were abandoned. The names of the builders
of many of the wells are known ; and it would appear that the chaﬁe-
dates from not so very many years back. It is noticeable that Nadir
Shah, in January 1739, crossed “a large river” at Tarforf on the
Naf Nadf ; and the people say that one of the old Emperors built a
dam and turned part of the Chautang water into the Nai. The whole

{y matter is intimately connected with the interesting question of where
Firoz Shdh’s canal really did run,
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This will be the most convenient place to give such information
as is available with regard to the earlier famines in these parts. In
1783 A.p, or 1840 S, there was a terrible famine known as the
chalisa in which grain rose to 4 seers the rupee, and the horrors of
which have been handed down by tradition to the present generation.
No efforts were made to relieve the distress, and even rich men died
in numbers. In 1803 A.D. or 1860 S., there was a total failure of
crops, and great distress, but little mortality. In 1812 A.D., or 1869 S,,
grain rose to 10 seers per rupee; but great efforts were made to
encourage private enterprise and transport, and the mortality was
not creat. In 1824-25 A.D., or 1881 S.,*there was a terrible famine.
In the former year the crops withered up ;in the latter none were
sown. No grass sprang up, the cattle died, agricultural operations
were suspended, the people fled, and not one-fifth of the revenue was
collected, and in many villages none was even demanded. The export
of grain to the south, where the distress was even more severe than
in the tract itself, helped to raise prices. But there would not appear
to have been any very great mortality,

In 1833 AD, or 1890 S, the whole country was overwhelmed
by the most terrible famine which village tradition can recall, forming
the epoch from which old men fix the dates of events. In many
villages no land was even ploughed up for the autumn crop ; in but few
was any séed sown;in none was a crop reaped. What little grass
sprang up was eaten by locusts. The cattle died;* grain rose to 8
seers per rupee, and the people followed their cattle ; while crowds of
emigrants from the high-lands to the west poured into the district to
help the residents to starve. The spring rains were abundant, and
where cultivation was possible, an ample yield combined with famine

rices more than covered the money loss of the preceding season ;
Eut men and cattle alike were wanting to take full advantage of the
opportunity. And when the raine of 1834 again failed, the district
simply broke down. Large remissions and suspensions of demand
were made, large balances accrued on the remainder, the jails were
once more filled with defaulters, and villages were again deserted in
every direction. On this occasion it was proposed to prohibit the
export of grain to the west ; but Government sternly refused to allow
of “any tampering with the grain market as hig{dy objectionable
in principle, and likely to lead to disastrous results.”

In 1837 A.p,, or 1894 8, the failure of the rains again caused
the greatest distress. In the district itself there was nothing more
than a severe drought, in itself a sufficiently depressing circumstance,
But further south the calamity assumed the proportions of a great
famine, so that in some places the people were “driven to move
bodily to find food elsewhere ;” and the demand for grain thus created
drove up prices in Pénfpat to famine rates. Wheat was again at 8 to
10 seers per rupee. In 1841 A.p.a terrible epidemic of fover ravaged
the whole of the Dehli territory, the mortality being so great tha
“in many places the crops died for want of persons to look after

* Mr. John Lawrence says :—* As early as the end of April there was not a
blade of grass to be seen for miles, and the surrounding plaina were covered with the
curcases of the cattle which had died from starvation, On the canal splendid cropa
were cut down and sold as fodder to those who could afford to pay for them, M
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them,” while the Government revenue showed a deficit of Rs. 2,37,000;
and in 1843 another of a similar character, but even more terrible,
devastated the country. In 1842 the rains failed, but the calawity
assumed the proportions of a drought rather than of a famine. In
1851 a drought began, which continued to 1852, almost causing a
famine ; and the effects upon the crops were ¢ infinitely disastrous.”
In 1858 A.p, or 1917 8., the rain-fall was scanty ; in 1859 it consisted
of “only three or four heavy showers;” in 1860 it was less than 6
inches at Karndl. Within two months the price of wheat rose from
23 to 9 seers per rupee, the large export of grain across the Jamnd

- greatly enhancing the demantl. Relief works were set on foot, and

from January to September 1861, the weak and sickly were fed at an
expense to which the famine fund alone contributed Rs. 41,500. In
August of the same year, 22,237 souls received relief in this manner.
Cholera broke out in the camps, and the mortality was considerable
among both men and cattle. In the Nardak two-thirds of the collec-
tions were suspended; and between 1860 and 1863 balances of
Rs. 48,000 accrued, of which more than Rs. 27,000 had eventually to
be remitted.

In 1869 A.D. or 1925 8., a famine again occurred, which was not
so0 general, nor in the lower parts of the district so severe as that of
1860. But in the Nardak and the Kaithal taksil the failure of crops
was more complete, and the distress greater; and the terrible mortality
among the cattle left far more lasting effects upon the prosperity of
the people. In 1868 both crops entirely failed, and in 1869 no rain
fell till August, and the autumn harvest was accordingly scanty, while
the spring harvest again entirely failed. Relief works of a very
extensive nature were again opencd, and alms distributed as before,
From first to last Rs. 1,71,643 were spent, and 19,90,700 souls fed, the
daily average of helpless persons receivin%Bgratuitous relief in April
1862 being Rs. 12,120, 1n addition to Rs. 1,814 on relief works.
Cattle to the number of 65,000 died, and “saved the Chamdrs and
Chtihrds from starvation,” Of the Nardak in particular, the Deputy
Commissioner wrote :—

“ Hundreds of people are in a state of semi-starvation, never getting
enough to eat from one day to another. Not a leaf is to be seen on the
trees that have, while they lasted, made a wretched substitute for fodder
for the cattle. Skeletons of cattle in all directions, empty huts, and lean
countenances of the people remaining in villages, indicate a state of poverty
fully justifying the relief proposed.”

The Government, in its review of the famine, stated that it was
more severe in Karndl than in any other district of the Panjsb.
The suspensions for the district, including the high tract of Kaithal,
were Rs. 46,647, Rs. 19,400 out of a demand of Rs. 24,000 being
suspended in the Nardak of the Kamal taksil alone in 1869, Nearly
20,000 cattle died in the Nardak alone, and the people have never
recovered from ‘the effect of this terrible blow, directed as it was at
their most certain source of sustenance,

During the progress of Mr. Ibbetson’s Settlement operations a
drought, in some respects more destructive, because more prolonged
than any of its predecessors, afflicted the Narduk. From 1875 to
1877 the people had not a single good crop. Poor-houses were
opened, and relief works set on foot; but mortality was small, and in
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fact famine pitch was hardly reached. But the grass famine was
terribly complete; and the cattle again suffored fearfully. Large
remissions and suspensions were again sanctioned, but the strain
on the resources of the people was very severe.

It is curious to note the regularity with which drought or famine
years recur, as shown in the following series of years —1783, 1803,
1812, 1824, 1833, 1842, 1851, 1859, 1569, 1877, 1883.

SECTION B.—POLITICAL.

The great plain of which the district forms a part, lying, as 1t
does, at the very door of Hind@stédn, has from the time of the Mahé-
bhérat to the establishment of English rule been the battle-field of
India. But the portion with which we have to do is so near to the
capital of Dehli, that whenever and for so long as the empire which
centered in that city existed' as more than a name, the political
fortunes of Karndl were practically identical with those of Dehli itself.
Thus all that will be attempted here is to relate so much of its politi-
cal history as is distinct from that of the Imperial city, and to notice
briefly the historical events which took place within the tract itself.
The tribal history of the tract is given in Chapter IIL

The objects of antiquarian interest existing in the tract are
few in number and of little importance. The most curious of
them is the old shrine of Sitd Mai, at the village of that name in
the Nardak. It is builtin the ordinary form of a Hindu temple,
of which Mr. Fergusson gives many examples in his hand-book of
Indian Axchitecture, It is of brick; but the curious feature
is the elaborate ornamentation which covers the whole shrine, the
pattern of which is formed by deep lines in the individual bricks
which seem to have been made before the bricks were burnt, so that
the forms they were to take must have been separately fixed for each
brick. A large part of the shrine was pulled down and thrown into the
tank by some iconoclast Emperor ; and though the bricks have been
got out and the shrine rebuilt with them yet they have been put
together without any regard to the original pattern. The broken
finial, part of which has been recovered, is of a curious shape if it was
originally made for a Hindu temple, as it is more suggestive of
* Buddhist symbolism. The shrine is said to mark the spot where the
earth swallowed up Sit4 in answer to her appeal for a proof of her
purity. o shrine of Qalandar Sdhib at Pénipat possesses two
slabs of touchstons of very unusualsize. It was built by Khizi Khan
and Shadi Khan, sons of the Emperor Ala-ul-din Ghori. Pénfpat

ossesses soveral buildings dating from early Afghén times ; and the
4bul Bagh mosque built by Bébar will be mentioned below.

Mindrs which mark the course of the old Trunk Road are still
standing at intervals of about two miles. And the ruins of the
hostelvies (sardis) at Gharaundd and Simbhalka ave still in existence,
the former being a very fine and striking specimen of early Mughul
architecture. 1t was built by Khan Firoz in the reign of Shah Jaghdn
about 1632 A.D. The contrast between the huge brick gates which
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were then necessary for the protection of travellers, and the slight
structures which now suffice for the same purpose, speaks volumes as
to the state of the country at the respective periods.

Karndl is included in the Brahmdrshidesd, or land of divine
sages, the sacred river Suruswat{ being at Thénesar, only 20 miles
north of Karnal, and the Drishidwati, if that is the Chauténg, cutting
the district into two nearly equal parts. All the north-western portion,
comprising most of what is called the Nardak, is included in the
Kurtikshetrd or field of the great battle described in the Mahdbhdras
and caused by the refusal of the Kuris to give up the five pats, of
which Pénfpat was one. In fact Nardak is properly but another
name for the Kurtikshetrs, though it is wrongfully but conveniently
extended, by local custom, to a certain conterminous area to which 1t
does not properly apply. The word is said to mean ruthless (nir
without, déya pity—Sanskrit) ; and the story goes that the Kuris
and P4ndus, being relations, sought for a place to fight where the in-
habitants should be specially hard-hearted, and chose this spot
because there they found a man_cutting off his son’s head with which
to dam his water-course. But Huen Tsang says that the Nardak was
known as the Happy Land when he visited it, and this would seem
to point to dwkh or pain, as the second factor in the word. Tho
limits of the Nardak and the antiguities of the tract are elaborately
discussed by Geeneral Cunninghamin his Archaological Surve Reports,
11, 212 to 226, and XIV, 86 to 106, and - Ancient Gfogmp;{ , 829 to
336.%

The southern boundary of the Kurfikshetrd is the Naf Nadi,
which cuts off the western corner of the Karndl parganah, and
reappears in the south-west corner, where, at the village of Sink, or
couth-west corner of tha Kurtikshetrd, Tarku Jakhsh is said to be
gituated 3 and all that lies beyond this line is included under the

oneral term arab or non-Nardak, oris called dier, meaning vast.
"The Nardak itself is also called ran or battle-field, and the term is
locally applied to any barren soil, as they say that such soil marks
the spots where the sparks from the weapons of the combatants fell.
The scenes of many of the incidents narrated in the Mahdbbérat are
still pointed out by the people, and the whole area is full of tiraths or
holy tanks. It was at the village of Bastali (Vids Asthal) that tho sage
Vids lived who wrote the Ved4 that bears his name ; and there that
the Ganges flowed underground into his well to save him the trouble
of going to the river to bathe, bringing with it his lotd and loin
cloth which he had left in the river, to convince him that the water
was really Ganges-water. The well is still there to shame the sceptic.
It was at Grondar that Gotam Rishi caused the spots in the moon, and
gave Indra his 1,000 eyes. It was in the Pérasir tank at Bahlolpur
that the warrior Daryodhan hid, till Krishnd’s jeers brought him
unwillingly out to fight ; and this is still the most celebraied of the

# On this subject Mr, Ibletson, remarks:—*'With all due deference to so dis-
tinguished an authority, I cannot help thinking that General Cunningham raizes some
unnecessary difficulties. Hueu Tsang's words inay surely be taken to mean that the
radius, and not the rircwnference, of the Happy Land was 200 1i. And Manu surely
states that the Kunikshetrd is not included in the Brahmavarti. 1 think General
Cunningham’s reading of the text would exclude some of the holy places which he
himself includss in the Nardak.”
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tfraths of this part. The local legends are far too mumerous and
lengthy to give here ; they have been collected into a little book called
Kurdkshetrd Darpan, compiled in 1854 by Munshi K4li Réi, Extra
Assistant Settlement Officer of Thanesar, and priuted at the Koh-i-
nhr Press, Lahore.

The enormous number of Indo-Scythian coins (of a type which has
not yet been deseribed) which are found at Pohlar on the Suruswats,
10 miles north of Kaithal, would seem to show that these parts were
about the Christian Era, included in the Indo-Scythian Empire; and
Saffdon, on the border of the district, is still pointed out as the site
of the great slaughter of snakes (or Scythians with a snake totem)
mentioned in the Mahibbarat. About 400 A.p. the Chinese pilgrim
¥a Hian, and again in 635, his successor Huen Tsang, traversed the
district. At the time of the latter’s visit it was included in the kingdom
of Thanesar. The curious form in which legend of the Mahabharat
is given by the traveller is most interesting. It is not improbable
that the Gominda monastery .described by him, and identified by
Greneral Cunningham with the village of Gundna, is now represented by
‘té]e monastery of Sfta M4{ described below, and only four miles from

unana.

In 1011 A.p. Mahmtd Ghaznavi sacked Théinesar, only 20 miles
from Karndl, but made peace with the Dehli Riji and returned
without coming further south. In 1017 AD. he plundered Mathra.
In 1039 Ap. his son, Sultin Masatd, annexed this part of the
country, leaving a governor at Sunpat to administer it in his name ;
but it was re-conquered by the Hindus four years later. In 1191
A.D. Muhammad Bin Sam Ghorf was wounded and his army utterly
routed by Rai Pitora at Naraind, seven miles fromr Karnl and three
from Tardori. This village is sitzated in the Nardak, on the Naf
Nadf. The Rakshi,or at any rate the stream now known by that
name, is artificially joined with the Chautang at Ladwa in the tahsil
of Pipli by a cut, and below that its natural bed is silted up and
carries little water. Elliot and Cunningham gave Naraina as on the
Rakshi. The stream east of Butana 1s locally known by this name,
which may account for the inaccuracy. %ext year the Sultan
returned, found Rai Pitord encamped on the same spot, defeated and
killed him in the battle which ensued, and conquered Dehli. This
battle finally substituted Muhammadan for Hindu rule throughout
the Dehli territory, Kutbuldin Aibek being left at Dehli as the
representative of the Ghorf monarch, and _%eing made independent
by Ghidsdidin Ghorf in 1205 A.D. under the title of Sultan. -

On the death of Kutbuldin in 1210 A.p., his Indian possessions
were divided into four provinces, Dehli and its environs falling to the
share of Sultan Shamsuldin Altamash. The province of Lahore was
given to T4juldin Yeldéz; andin 1215 the two fell out about their
common boundary, and in a battle, again fought at the same village
of Naraina, Tajuldin was killed. In1390 AD. Prince Humaiytn,

afterwards Sultdn Alauldin Sikandar Shah, who was in command of

the army of his father Sultain Ndsiruldin Muhammad Bin Firoz,
pitched his camp at Psanipat and plundered the environs of Dehli,
which was in the possession of the rebel Abu Bakr Tughlak. The
latter marched out and defeated him at Pasind, a small Khadar
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village some seven miles south of Pdnipat, built on the deserted site
of a very large village which is still said by the people to have been
destroyed in a great buttle. There were 4,000 cavalry engaged on
one side alone on this occasion. In the early years of Mahmtd
Shah’s reign (1394 to 1396 A.D.) the pretender Ndsiruldin Nasrat
Shéh held the fiefs (ékta) of Sambhal, Panipat, Jhajjar and Rohtak,
the Emperor being almost confined to the capital. In 1397 Mulla
Iqbdl Khén, one of Mahmid’s Generals, and Governor of the Fort of
Siri, drove Nésiruldin by treachery from his head-quarters at Firoz-
4b4d; and the latter took refuge with Tatdr Khdn who had been
Prime Minister to Ghidsuldin 'fughlak IT. Igbédl Khédn then seized
upon Mahmiid’s person, and practically ruled in his name. Mean-
while Tdtdr Khdn had encamped at Panipat, and Iqbédl Khan marched
against him; whereupon Tditdr Khdn, leaving his baggage and
materials of war at Panipat, reached Dehli by forced marches and laid
siege to it. Igbdl Khin then invested Panipat, and took it in three
days, upon hearing which T4t4r Khdn raised the siege of Dehii and
fled to Gujrit.:

When Taimir Shdh invaded India, he marched through the
district on his way to Dehli. His route is very fully deseribed in his
autobiography, and also in the Zafar Némah : and it is easy to trace
it throughout, except between Manak (Akilgarh) and Kaithal. Itis
almost certain that he crossed the Suruswati and Ghagar by bridges
at Polar Mazra and Gula the remains of which still exist as noticed
in Chapter I, page 6, From Kaithal he marched through
Asandh to Tughlakpur, which was said to be inhabited by fire-
worshippers. Price identifies this place with Safidon. But it is almost
certainly Sélwan ; the words “ the people of this place who also called
SélGn,” being probably a misreading for “which is also called
Sélwan.” From Sélwan he marched, the front of his army extend-
ing for more than 20 miles, to Pdnipat, which he reached on 3rd
December 1798 A.D. The people had deserted the town in obedience
to orders from Dehli; but he found there 10,000 heavy maunds,
equal to 160,000 standard maunds, of wheat, which he seized. Next
day he marched six kos and encamped on the banks of “ the river of
Pénfpat, which was on the road.” This can have been no other than
a branch of the Jamn4, then flowing under the townin the channel of
the Birhi Nadi or old stream, He then marched vid Kanhi Gazin
to Palla on the Jamud in the Dehli fahsil, while a detachment
harried the country round and brought in supplies. Seven days
later he defeated Sultdn Mahmitd at Dehli. Ferishtah says that
TaimGr returned by Panfpat; but this seems to be a mistake for
Bigpat.

In the anarchy that foilowed the departure of the invader, and
in the subsequent struggle between the Saiyads and the Lodis,
Karndl was entirely separated from Dehli, and belonged, first, to the
ruler of Saménd, and eventually to the Lodi rulers of the Panjéb.
During the reign of Bahlol Lodf, his son Prince Nizdim Khén, after-
wards Sikandar Lodf, seized Pénfpat and held it as jdgir without
permission. He made it his head-quarters, and his force there
included 1,500 cavalry., Karndl and Pénipat were on the high road
from Sirhind and Firozpar to Dehli; and from the time of Taimfr



Karnal District. ]
CHAP. II.—HISTORY, 20

to that of Akbar, or for 150 years, armies were constantly passing
through the tract, and battles, more or less important, being fought
1n 1t

In 1525 AD. Alfuldin Alim Khén was sent by Bfbar with a
Mughal army against his nephew Sultdn Ibrahfm Lodi, and was
joined at Indrf hy Midn Sulimén, a Pirzddah of Pénipat, with
additional forces. Being defeated near Dehli, he retreated to
Pénfpat, where he tricked his friend Sulimén out of three or four
lalths and went on his way. He shortly afterwards rejoined Bébar ;
and next year the Mughal army marched on Dehli. Leaving
Amb4l4, Babar marched vid Shdhsbdd to the Jamnd near Aldhar
in tahsil Pipli, and thence followed the river bank to Karnal, There
he heard that Alduldin, whom he had sent on towards Dehli, had
been defeated by Ibrdhfm, and that the latter had advanced to
CGanaur, Mounting his horse at the Gharaunda sardi, Bdbar led
his army to Pinfpat, which he selected for the battle-ficld, as the
town would cover one of his flanks. Tle arrayed his army about
two kos to the east of the city, with his right flank resting on the
- walls. Ibrdhim Lodi took up a position at the same distance to the
south-west of the city, and for a week nothing more than skirmishes
occurred. At length, @M@;‘;&Qy Ibréhim Lodi’s forces
advanced to the attack, were wutferly routed, and were pursued by
Bébar’s army to Dehli, while the conqueror remained encamped for a
week to the west of Pdnipat. He considered the spot a fortunate
one, treated the people well, and made Sultdn Muhammad Anglulf,
who had assisted him with troops, Governor of P4nipat.

In this battle Ibrdhim Lodf{ was slain, and his tomb lies between
the tahsil and the city of Pdnipat. -The District Committee about the
year 1866 erected a tomb or plain platform over it, with a short Urda
inseription in order to rescue the site from oblivion, (see Chapter
VI. S. v, Panipat). It was one of Shér Shah's dying regrets that he
had never fulfilled his intention of erecting a tomb to the fallen mon-
arch. In this battle, too, was killed, while fighting in Babar’s army,.
Sanghar, the founder of the Phiilkidn family of Patidld, and Vikrama-

dity4, the last of the Tomara dynasty of Gwalior, The hattle is fully

described by several authorities, Ferishtah’s descriptions differing
materially from that of Babar himself. After the battle Bdbar built a
garden with a mosque and tank on the spot; and some years later,
when Humdyan defeated Salem Shdh some foeur miles north of
Panipat he added a masonry platform and called it Chebtitrn Fatah
Mubdriky, These baildings and the garden still =xist unaer the name
of Kdbul or Kdbil Bagh.* The building bears an inscription centain-
ing the words “ Bindi Rabi nl Awwal 934 Tiij." In 1520 the Mandhar
R4jpats of the Nardak rebelled under their chicf Moban, #d defeated
the royal troops. Béibar then bt the rebel villnges Tater on,
daring the struggle which led to the expnlsion «f Humdy(in, Fatah
Khén Jét, Governor of the Panjéb, rcbelled and laid the country
waste as far south as Pdnipat.

* Some say that Babar said the spof was ** Kdbil Bdnh,” fit for a garden ; others,
that he planned the garden on the pattern customary in Kabul, Bdbar had a wife
called Kdbuli Begam ; and 8ir E. Colebrooks says her name may possibly be derived
from the name of a species of myrobalan (J. R. A, 8. xiii. 279} .
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Chapter II, B. When Humé4ytin died at Dehli, the young Akbar, who was then
Political in the Panjéb, marched at once under the guardianship of Bahrim
istory. Shéh to meet the Afghdn army under the great Hindu general,
Second battle of HLimU, who was advancing from Dehli. Passing through Thénesar,
Pénfpat. he arrayed his army 10 miles north of Karnsl, and then marched to
Pénfpat, two kos to'the west of which city Himu was encamped.
After a week’s skirmishing, Alcbar sent a detachment round the city
to take Himu in the rear, and advanced to the attack. The result
was the death of Himu and the total route of the Afghdns, Next day
Akbar marched to Dehli, which he entered without opposition. The-
battle took place on 20th November 1555 (5th November 1556 ?) and

is fully described by the Emperor Jahéngir and by Ferishta.

Mughal dynasty During the early years of the Mughal dynasty* the empire was
5o firmly established at Dehli that the district, can hardly be said to
have possessed a separate history. In 1578 Ibrihim Husén Mirzah,
Governor of Barodd, rebelled and plundered Pénipat, Karnal, and the
surrounding country. And again in 1606, Prince Khusro revolted
and passed up this way from Dehli, plundering and pillaging as he
went. When he reached Pénfpat he was joined by Abdul Rahim;
eud Diliwar Ali Khdn, who was at Panfpat with an imperial force
retreated before thein to Lahore. Jahangir himself shortly followed
in pursuit, and moralised upon the success which Pénfpat had always
brought to his family, He then ordered the Friday devotion to be
always held in the mosque of Kdbul B4gh which Bdbar bad built 3
and this custom was continued till the Mahrattas oceupied the mosque
in the last battle of Pdnipat. For more than two centuries the country
enjoyed peace under the Mughals, the Western Jamn4 Canal was
constructed, the Grand Trunk Road was put in repairs, sardis were:
erected at every stage, and a mindr and a well made at every kos for
the use of travellers. The mindrs (brick pillars 24 feet high) and
wells still exist ; but the sardis of Sambhélké and Gharaund4 are im

uins, while that of Karnél has disappeared.
Territofal divisions /> 1N the Ain Akbari we have the first record of the administrative:
under the Mughals, ” divisions of the district. From very early times Panipat formed a
separate fief or “ikfa,” which probably included the Karndl parganah ;
and in fact Karndl is never mentioned in the early histories, and
apparently was a place of little importance till towards the close of
the Pathdn dynasty. In Akbar’s time the whole district was included
in Subah Debli, and the greater part of it in Sarkdr Dehli, of the
seven Dastirs comprised in which Dastir Pénipat was one, with 10
arganahs as follows:—Pdnipat, Karn4l, Safidon, Kutdna, Chhaprauli,
'4ndd, Bhdwan, Ganaur, Jhinjhdnd, Kdndl4, and Gangir Khera. But
the Dastiir of Gohdna in Sarkdr Hissar may have included, and
parganch Sunpat in Dastidr Dehli, parganah Thanesar in the Dastvir
of t-gah name and in Sarkdr Sirhind, and the Dastir of Indrl in Sarkdr
Baharanptr; almost certainly did include some part of the district.
In the fourth year of Farrdkhbsir, that monarch is said to have

*® It is generally said that this dynasty, really Turks, were called Mughals, be-
eause to the Indian every foreigner was a Mughal, just as every Indian is still a Moor:
to the British private. It is a curious fact that native officials are commonly called
Turks by the villagers of these parts. If Munrhis, perhaps all Hindua, arvein the village:
rest-house, one villager will tell another—*¢ Twrk log chopil mén baithe hué han,”—
** There are Turks in the rest-house,”

\
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separated the parganak about Sambhélkd from Pgnipat as a royal
demesne for Lis own private expenses. It was'not then known as
Sambhdlka ; and when we took the country that name was only
applied to a few villages held by a jdgirddr living at Sambhélkd. But
there was a lage parganak of Jaurds{ in which Sumbhalké was included
and which was also the head-quarters of a thappd ; and as this
Jaurdsi is divided inte Jaurdst sarf khds and Jaurdst khdlsé, and as the
Pénfpat parganak is said to have consisted of 16§ thappas, it is almost
certaln that what Farrtkhsir did was to separate one chawrdsi for
his private expenses or sa7/ khds. Asa fact, though this and many other
similar groups of villages similarly assigned for specific purposes were
often called pargaraks, yet the old kantingos’ records, between' 1750
and 1806 at any rate, show only the two original parganahs of Karndl
and Pinipat. 4

Towards the end of the 17th century the Dehli Empire was fast
falling to decay, and the Sikhs rising to power. In 1709 Band4
Bairigf, some time the chosen disciple of Gurk Govind, raised his
standard in these parts, and, collecting an army of Sikhs, occupied
the whole of the country west of the Jamna. He laid the whole
neighbourhood waste and especially the neighbourhood of Karnal,
where he killed the faujdar and massacred the inhabitants. He was
defeated by Bahddur Shéh near Pdofpat in 1710, but escaped to
found Gurddspur. In 1729 a charge on parganah Karnil of five
lakhs of ddm was granted to Dildwar Ali Khan Aurangdb4di, whose
ancestors had formerly held the parganah in jagir !

In 1738 Nadir Shéh, enraged at not beingrecognised by the
Dehli court, invaded India. On 8th January 1739 he reached Sirhind,
where he learned that Muhammad Shah with an enormous arm
occupied a strongly fortified camp at Karndl. N&dir Sh4&h marched
on to Tardori, on which, it being a fortified town, he had to turn his
guns before it would open its gates to him. Here he learned from
some prisoners he had made that the approach to Karndl from the
direction of Tardori was through dense jungle, and exceedingly
difficult ; and that Muhammad Shéh had no room to move in, being
encamped in a small plain which was hardly sufficient for his camp,
and surrounded on three sidesby thick woods. He accordinglyresolved
to take the enemy in flank from the south-east. On the 15th January
he left Tardorf, and marching round by the banks of the Jamn4 to the
back of the city, advanced to a position close to ‘the Dehli camp ;
meanwhile he sent Prince Nasr Ulld Mirzah with a considerable force
to a spaf north of the canal and close to Karndl. All this time
Muhammad Shéh was not even aware that Nadir Shdh was in the
neighbourhood.  Just at this time a detachment which had been sent
to oppose Saddat Khén, the Viceroy of Oudh, who was marching
from Pén{pat with reinforcements, and missing the enemy had followed
him up to Karnil,came to close quarters with him.” Nadir Shéh
and Prince Nasr Ulls at once marched to the support of their detach-
ment, which was the first intimation the imperial army had of their
presence. The engagement which followed was not decisive. But
the army of Muhammad Sh&h, which had already been encamped
for three mouths at Karndl and had suffered greatly from want of
supplies, was now cut off from the open country in the rear, and food
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became so scarce that a seer of flour could not be bought for four
.rupees. Thus Muhammad Shéh was starved into submission, and
on the 13th of February yielded to the invader, who led him in his
train to Dehli, The operations are very minutely described in the
N4dir Ndmah. Sir William Jones, in his French translation, speaks
much of “Daridn Hamtn” close to Karndl, and between it and the
Jamn4. Mr. Ibbetson suggests that the words may be daryd hamin,
and refer to the canal, which had already been described as a large
river. In 1748 Ahmad Shdh was met at Panipat by the royal
paraphernalia and the news of the death of Muhammad Shéh, and
there and then formally assumed the royal titles. In 1756 the Wazir
Gh4zialdin brought Alamgir II a virtua{pﬁsoner to Pénipat, and thus
caused a mutiny in the army, the Wazir being dragged through the
streets of the city. A horrible massacre followed the outbreak.

‘From this time to the establishment of English rule, a time of
horror followed which is still vividly remembered by the people, and
was fittingly ushered in by the greatest of all the battles of Pdnfpat.
In the rainy season of 1760, Seddsheo the Mahratt4 Bhdo marched
upon Kunjpurd, an Afghén town close to Karndl, which was then
strongly fortified, and at which 20,000 Afghdn troops were then
encamped. He put the whole of them to the sword, and pillaged
the country roun£ Ahmad Shéh, who was inthe Dodb, was unable
to cross the Jamn4 in time to prevent this disaster ; but at length
he forded the river near Bigpat and advanced against the enemy, who,
encamped at the time at the village of Pasind Kaldn, where the
battle of 1390 A.D. had been fought, retreated to Panipat. There
the Mahratt4s strongly fortified themselves ; and the line of their
‘entrenchments can still be traced on the plain between Risdla and

{Pénipat. The Durdnfs encamped close in front of them on the
‘plains north of Risiltt and Ujdon : and for five months the two
armies, numbering more than 400,000 souls, remained engaged in
fruitless negotiation and constant skirmishes. The accounts of the
horrors of that time given by the people are very striking. The whole
Gountry round was devastated by the opposing hordes, and the
inhabitants fled, insomuch that the people say that, besides the town,
only the three villages of Phurlak, D4h4 and B4l4 were inhabited at
the time of the actual battle. 'The Durdn{ army had free access to
their camp on all sides, while they gradually confined the Mahrattds
more and more to their entrenchments. The latter had long ago
consumed all the provisions obtainable at Pénipat ; at length supplies
wholly failed ; and on the Gth January 1761 the Bhdo advanced to
action. The battle is fully described by several authors. The
Mahrattds were utterly routed and many of them were driven into
the town of Panipat, whence next morning the conqueror brought
them out, distributed the women and children, and massacred the
men in cold blood. The fugitives were followed all over the country,
and killed wherever they were overtaken, It is said that 200,000
Mahrattés were slain in this battle. The peoplestill point out the spot
where the Bhdo stool to watch the fight, marked by an old mango
tree which has only lately disappeared. They say that the Mahrattd
General of artillery, one Bahrém Ghori, had been insulted by the
young Bhfo, and in revenge put no balls in his guos, otherwise the
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Giljds, as they call the Ghilzél followers of Almad Shéh, would
certainly have been beaten ; and that the Mahrattd fugitives wore
80 utterly demoralised that the J4&t women beat them with baskets,
made them get off their horses, and plundered them royally.

No sooner had the Mahrattds temporarily disappeared than the
Sikhs appeared on the scene of action. In 1768 they defeated
Zan Khén, the Durdni Governor of Sirhind, and took possession of
the whole of Sirhind as far south as Panfpat. “ Tradition still
describes how the Sikhs dispersed as soon as the battle was won ;
and how, riding night and day, each horseman hurled his belt, his
scabbard, his articles of dress, his accoutrements, till he was almost
naked, into successive villages to mark them as his.” R4jé Gopél
Singh on this occasion seized Jind, Safidon, Panipat and Karnil,
though he was not yet strong enough to hold them ; but in 1772
he was confirmed in his possessions up tc within a few miles north
of Pénipat and west of Karnél, as a tributary of the Dehli Emperor.
At the same time R4jé Gurdit, Singh seized Lédwa and Shdmgarh
up to within a few miles north of Karnl. Recalled by those events,
Ahmad Shéh once more appeared, for the last time, in HindGstin
in 1767, and, conquering the Sikhs in several battles, marched as
far as Pénfpat ; but as soon as he disappeared, the Sikhs again
resumed their hold of the country. In 1774 Rahimddd Khén,
Governor of Hénsf, attacked Jind ; but was defeated with heavy
loss, while Gajpat Singh again seized Karnl. In 1777} Najaf
"Khén, the Imperial Wazfr, marched in person to restore his
authority. The Sikhs invited the aid of Zibta Khdn, a Rohilld
Chief, who had rebelled ; and joining their force with him, encountered
the Imperial army at Panfpat, and fought a battle said to have
been only less terrible than that of 1761. No marked advantage
remained with either side ; and by a treaty then concluded between
the R4jés and the Emperor, the gkhﬂ relinquished their conquests
in Karndl and its neighbourhood] excepting seven villages which
Gtajpat Singh was allowed to keep, and which probably included
Sherd, M4jra Jatan, Dharmgarh, Bal Jdtdn, and Bals.

But the treaty was not observed; and in 1779 a last attempt
was made by the Dehli court to recover its lost territory. Fn
November of that year Prince Farkbundah Bakht and Nawéb
Majiduldaulah marched out at the head ofa large army, 20,000
strong, and met some of the minor Sikhs at Karndl. He mads
terms with these chieftains, who were jealous of the growing power
of Patial4 mand the combined forces marched upon that state. While
negotiations were in progress, reinforcements advanced from Lahore,
the Karrnil contingent deserted, bribery was resorted to, and the
Imperialists retired precipitately to Panipat. About this time
Dharm Rédo held the southern portion of the district on the part of
the Mahrattds, and was temporarily on good terms with the petty
Sikh chiefs north of Karndl. In 1785 he marched, at the invitation
of the Pluilkidn chiefs, against Kaithal and Ambél4 ; and after some
successes, and after exacting the stipulated tribute, withdrew to
his head-quarters at Karndl. In 1786 RAjd Gajpat Singh of
Jind died, and was succeeded by his son R4j4 Bhag Singh. In 1787
Begam Sawmrt was operating against the Sikhs at Panipat, when
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recalled to the capital by Ghuldm Qddir's attack upon Dehli. In
1788 Amba Rdo united with Zibta Khén’s son to make an incursion,
and was again joined by minor Sikhs at Karndl, and levied a contribu-
tion ou Kaithal.

In 1789 Scindid, having killed Ghuldm Qddir and reinstated
Shéh & .. a, marched from Dehli to Thdnesar and thence to Patidld,
restorc.: yrder more or less in the country west of the Jamnd, and
brought the Patidld Diwdn back with him as far as Karndl as a hostage.
In 1794 a large Mahrattd force under Antd Rdo crossed the Jamnd.
Jind and Kaithaitendered their homage ; but the Patidld troopssurprised
the army in a night attack, and Antd Réo retired to Karngl. In 1795
the Mahrattds once again marched north, and defeating Raji Bhig
Singh at Karndl, finally wrested that city from him and made it over
to George Thomas, who took part in the figcht. He had, however,
obtained the jdgir of Jhajjar, and making himself master of Hissdr,
harried the neighbouring Sikh territories ; meanwhile Raja Gurdit
Singh, of Ladwd, obtained possession of Karndl. In 1798 Begam
Samrt was stationed with her forces at Panipat to protect the western
frontier during the struggle with Jaiptr. In 1799 Scindid sent
General Perron, to whom the parganah of Pdnfpat had been granted,
to bring the Sikhs to order. He recruited at Karndl, where the
Nawéb of Kunjpurd joined him; but matters were settled amicably,
and the army returned vid Panipat, where they were joined by Begam
Samru, and took advantage of the opportunity to chastise Naulthd and
other large villages for not having paid their revenue to Perron’s
Collector. In 1801 Thomas made a foray through Karnil and
Pénipat, and then retreated to Hdnsi. The Sikhs asked the Mahrattds
for help against him; and Scindid, on the Sikhs promising
to become his subsidiaries and pay him five lakhs of rupees, sent
General Perron against him. 1}1; the battle thut followed Thomas
lost all his conquests, retired to British territory and shortly after-
wards died. Safidon and Dhdtrat were then made over again to
Jind by the DMahrattds. The people of Bhagol in the north of
Chilin still tell how Thomas carried off hostages from their
town and  only released them when ransomed by the Bhdi of
Laithal.

On fhe 11th September 1803, Lovd Take defeated the Mahrattds
at the battle of Dehli; and on the 30th December, Daulat Réo
Scindid, by the Treaty of Sirji Anjangam, ceded his territories in
the north of India to the allies ; while the Partition Treaty of Poona,
dated five months later, gave the provinces about Dehli, from that
time known as the conquered provinces, to the English, Tmmediately
after the battle of Dehli Begam Samrt made her submission to
General Lake; and the Rdjds of Jind and Kaithal were hardly less
prompt. Their advances were favourably received ; and in January
1805 they joined their forces with ours. The other Sikh chiefs,
including Lédwd arnd Thénesar, had actually fought against us
at Dehli, and for a whole year they constantly displayed active
hostility, till they were finally routed by Colonel Burn at the
end of 1804, Tn March 1805 an amnesty was proclaimed to all the
Sikhs on condition of peaceable behaviour ; but Ridja Gurdit Singh
of Lidwd was expressly excluded from this amnesty, and In
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April of the same year the English forces marched upon his fort of Chapter II, B.

Karnal and captured it.*

So ended that tervible time called by the people Singdshdhi kd
Rdm-Raula or Bhdogardi, the < Sikh hurly-burly,” or the
“ Mahrattd anarchy.” Its horrors suill live vividly in the memory of the
villagers. [Ihe Sikhs never really established their grasp over the
country south of Pénipat ; and they held what they did possess orly
as feudatories of the Mahrattds. But the whole period was a const.ub
contest between the two powers; and the tract formed a sort of uo-
man’s-land between .their territorics, and, coveted by both and
protected by neither, was practically the prey of the strongest and
most audacious free-booter of the day whether hailing from the Pan’4b
or the Deccan, for novody cared to spare for to-morrow what he
mgght only possess for to-day. Even as early as 1760, Nadir Shéh
had to approach Dehli by way of the Dodb, as owing to the constant
passage to and fro of the Mahrattd troops, the country was so desolated
that supplies were unprocurable ;and 40 years later, when we took
over the district, it was estimated that “ more than four-fifths was
overrun by forest, and its inhabitants either removed or exterminated.”
The arrangement of the villages in groups of small hamlets, sprung
from, and still holding sub-fendal relations with, the large parent
village, made the concentration of the population in afew strongholds
natural and easy ; and out of 221 villages in parganah Karndl the
inhabitants of 178 had been wholly (g-iven from their homes and
fields. The royal canal had long dried up, and thick forest had taken
the place of cultivation, and afforded shelter to thieves, vagabonds
and beasts of prey. In 1827 Mr. Archer remarked that “only a very
few years had elapsed since this part of the country was inhabited
wholly by wild beasts.” Deserted sites all along the old main road
still tell how even the strongest villagers had to abandon the spot
where their fathers had lived for centuries, and make to themselves
new homes on sites less patent to the eyes of marauding bands.
Every village was protected by brick forts and surrounded by a deep
ditch and a wall of some sort ; every group of villages was at deadly
enmity with its neighbours ; and there are several instances where two
contiguous villages, in memory of a blood feud dating from the
Mahratt4 times, refuse to this day to drink each other’s water,
though otherwise on friendly terms. In 1820 the Civil Commissioner
reported, and the Governor-General endorsed his conclusion, that
““ the native administration took no concern in criminal justiez or
Eolice, a,n&lfurther than as its interference in those respects might

e made subservient to its immediate pecuniary gains;and that
the village communities, while they held the property of their own
society sacred, habitually committed depredations and aggressions
on other villages or on travellers, and generally shared the plunder
they obtained with the ruling power or principal local authority.
Revenue administration there was mnone; the cultivator followed
the plough with a sword in his hand ; the Collector came at the head

* According to the schedule attached to the Treaty of Sirji Anjangam, the
tract under th2 Mahrattds was held as follows:—Karngl, annual value Rs. 14,000, by
Seth Singh. 8’ .h ; Barsat, Faridpur, Rs. 85,000, by General Perron; PinipatRs. 99,478,

hy Babdji Se.adid ; Ganaur, Rs, 6,932, Sunpat, Rs. 39,348 and Gohdna, Rs. 1,186,329,
by Colonels John and Geo. Hessing. The whole list is extraordinarily incorrect.
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Chapter IL, B. of 5 regiment ; and if he fared well, another soon followed him to
iti ick up the crumbs,”*

%?3%1 : Ltle-zanwhile Lord \%Ilesley had returned to England and Lord
Barly English ~ Cornwallis had been sent out expressly to reverse his policy. The
policy, leading feature of the new programme was the withdrawal from all
the recently-acquired territory west of the Jamnd. And as that
territory had to be disposed of, it was natural that the petty
chieftains who had done us service in the late struggle, even if only
by abstaining from or relinquishing opposition to us, should be
rewarded. The whole country was therefore parcelled out between
them and others. In the words of General Sir David Ochterlony,

who superintended the whole arrangements—

“In the acts of that day I see many of most lavish and impolitic pro-
fusion ; but not one in which I can recognise true British liberality and
generosity, The factis notorious that the policy of those times considered
the most of our acquisitions beyond the Jamnd as ineumbrances ; and the
Governor-General’s Agent’s only embarrassment was, how to dispose of
what Government had declared they could not or would not keep, in the
manner least likely to be ultimately injurious tc our vital interests. With
this object.in view, he formed a belt of jdgirddrs round our ultra-Jamnd
possessions from Karndl to Agrs.”

The sovereign powers of tho Réjds of Jind, Kaithal, Lidw,
Thénesar and %hémgﬂrh, and of the Nawdb of Kunjpurd, were
confirmed ; and they were continued in the lands held by them under
treaty from the Mahrattds, except that Lédws was deprived of Karndl,
as already mentioned. Besides this Jind was granted Gohéna, and
the five villages of Shera and Mdjra Jitén, Bdljstdn, Bald and
Dharmgarh or Muréna ; and he and the Rdji of Kaithal had the
parganah of Barsat-Far{dpur, made over to them jointly. The villages
of Uncha Siwdna, Rdinpur, Rénwar, Kambbohpora, Kailds with
Mangalpur and Pipalwili, were made over to the Nawéb of Kunjpurd
The Mandals, who held large jdgirs in Muzaffarnagar, were induced
to exchange them for so much of parganah Karndl as was] left
unallotted. Begam Samri received considerable grants, including
some villages of the tract, in addition to her original fief of
Sardhana ; and considerable grants were made to people who had
done good service, and notably to Mirza Ashraf Beg and Mfr Rustam
Alf. %n 1809 the Jind R4jd endeavoured to obtain from Govern-

ment his old parganch of Karndl, but the parganah had already
been allotted, and the endeavour was unsuccessful.
Final assumption of The policy which bade us abstain from interference west of the
sovereignty by the Jamnd did not long stand the test of actual practice. In 1806
English. . Raniit Singh crossed the Satlej with his army and marched to
Thénesar, and it soon became apparent that either he or we must
be master, The events and negotiations that followed, how the
Sikh army marched about within 20 miles of our lines at Karn4l,
and how we were compelled to insist upon Ranjit Singh’s with-
drawal beyond the Satlej, are told in most interesting detail by Sir
Lepel Griffin in his Panjdb Rdjdgs, The treaty of Lahore dated 25th
April 1809, and the proclamation of the 3rd of May following, finally
* The state of the neighbouring tract of Kaithal, so late as 1843, is vividly

described by Major Lawrence (Thdnesar Settlement Report, pages 2, 4, 5): also see a
very spirited account by Mr, Raikes at Chap. XX VIII of ‘* The Englishinan in India,”
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included the country to the west of the Jamnd in our Indian
Empire; and with this event ended the political history proper of
the district. The time are still fresh in the memories of the people,
and the names of Lord Lake and Sir David Ochterlony (Vulgice
Lony Ochter ) still familiar to their tongues.

It will be useful to note the dates of a few events subsequent to
the treaty of 1809. About 1810 the jdgir grants which had been
made in 1805-6, were declared grants for life only, and were taken
under our police supervision. They were grudually resumed on the
death of the holders. Bhaf Ldl Singh died in 1816, and R4j4 Bhdg
Singh in 1819. Parganah Karndl was continued to the Mandals in
per%ity on a fixed quit-rent in 1806. In 1834 part of'Jind, and
m 1 the whole of Kaithal, lapsed to us on the failure of the
reigning line. In the latter year parts of Safidon and Asandh were
acquired from Jind by exchange. In 1849 we confiscated the
Lidw4 estates as a punishment for treason in the Sikh war. And
in the same year we deprived Thénesar, Kunjpurd and Shimgarh of
sovereign power, and reduced them to the position of simple jdgridirs,
the powers of Jind, however, being left intact. In 1850 the whole of
Thénesar lapsed on the death of the widow of Fatah Singh, the last
chief of Thénesar. Jind is still an independent chief; but the
Nawéb of Kunjpurd, the Sardir of Shamgarh and the Mandals of
Karnél, are simple jdgérddrs, and exercise no sort of authority as of
right within their domains,

The district of Kaithal in the time of Mubammad Shéh was a

arganah consisting of 13 tappds. In A. D. 1733, this parganah was
ﬂeld from the Dehli Government in jdgi» or farm by one Kamr-ul-din
Khén, a Biloch by tribe, who held some important office in the
Covernment ; this man was slain in the massacre of Dehli by Nédir
Shéh in A. D. 1738. Azim-ulla-Kh4n, of the same family, seeing
the declining state of the Government, endeavoured to shake off his
allegiance and assume independence. He gave out the different
villages in farm and returned with a force to collect his revenues.
Ikhtidr Khdn, an Afghén, was one of the principal zaminddrs with
whom he engaged, and who sometimes paid but as frequently resisted
and appropriated the revenues. Matters continued in this state
till A. D. 1751, Indyat Khdn, Afghdn, a zaminddr of some influence,
%ersuaded the people to join him in resisting the demands of the

ilochis, raised a considerable force for the purpose, and enjoyed the
revenues himself. Matters continued in this state till 1755 ;—the
successes of the Bilochis and Afghdns fluctuating, sometimes one,
sometimes the other being successful as each could collect followers,—
when in the year last mentioned the Bilochfs sent a Saiyad (name
not known) who encamped at Habri and sent for the Afghén chief :
Indyat Khdn, suspecting treachery, sent his brother Ghuldm Bhik
in his stead, and him the Saiyad put to death. Indyat Khén fled,
and the Saiyad obtained easy possession of Kaithal, where he
remained three months collecting revenue; but directly his back
was turned, Indyat Khdn-again stepped in and assumed possession.

In A.D. 1756 Tahawwur Khdn, brother of Kamr-ul-din, came
with a force to claim his late brother's jdgir. He was opposed by
Insyat Ehén, who was beaten and fled, but a short time after during
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the same year, having collected a force, the latter made a night
attack upon the city of Kaithal and obtained entrance at the Siwan

te : a fight ensued in the streets of the town, in which Tahawwur

hén’s brother-in-law, who commanded, was killed and his army
dispersed. The Afghdns or attacking force consisted of only 500
men, while that of the defeated Bilochis amounted to 1,000, Thus
ended the Biloch possession ; rule it cannot be called. They were
never able to make head again, and Indyat Khén, a zaminddr, was
left in undisturbed possession, collecting the revenues and paying
tribute to no one. He was not, however, destined to a long or pros-
perous rule, for he fell a victim to treachery in A. D. 1760. He had
long been at enmity with one Azim Khén Mandal, of Samina, who
ha.tf taken possession of Bhorak, a village in the parganah and 5
miles north of Pehoa. The Mandal invited him to the Khordm Mela
on pretence of making up the quarrel, and there murdered him ; but
had soon to repent his treachery, for Bhik Bakhsh and Nidgmat Khén,
brothers of his victim, collected a force, marched against Bhorak,
took it, and put the Mandal to death, The two brothers continued
in possession, it cannot be called Government, of Raithal till A.D.
1767 ; when Bha{ Desti Singh, advancing from Bhochoki, encamped
at Kuténa, where he collected further force and munitions of war,
and then marched against Kaithal, which succumbed after but a
weak resistance ; and thus commenced the Sikh rule.

Bhik Bakhsh died in exile, but his brother Nidmat Khéin was
treated liberally by the conqueror, who conferred upon him several
villages in jdgir ;—one of which, viz.,, Ujdna, his descendants retain to
the present day, but without any proprietary right in the village.
Thus in the short space of 29 years, viz., from 1738 to 1767, Kaithal
had changed rulers no less than four times.

Commenced. Ended.
1. Rule of Kings of Dehli ... R A
9, Biloch rule 1748 - 1756
3. Afghin rule 1764 1767
4, Sikhrule 1767 1843
5, British Government 1843
The district of Kaithal, as it was constituted when it passed by

escheat into the hands of the British Government, was acquired by
Bhaf Dest Singh, the 4th son of Bhaf Gurbakhsh Singh, himself a
descendant from a R&jpht zaminddr of Jaisalmer. He inherited a few
villages in Kuldrdn, and from this small beginning extended his
possessions, first by the capture of Kaithal in Sambat 1824 (A. D.
1767), and then by the counquest of Chika and Pehoa. Bhdi Dest
Singh appears to have been a man of debauched character, and few
works of art are attributed to him. Ile built the original fort of
Kaithal and several smaller forts about the district, and brou ™t a
water-course from Méngana to Kaithal, and made-numerous kacicha
dams alonz the Suruswati river. He had four wives, viz., Ripkaur,
mother of Bahal Singh ; Ramkaur, mother of Khushhdl Singh; M4i
Bholi no issue; Ma{ Bhégan, mother of Ll Singh. Jugta Singh
Mahél became his agent and adviser. He died in 1835-36 Sambat,
having ruled 11 or 12 years, & rule which was not very oppressive, or
perhaps time has softened off the edges. He amassed about 10 lakhs
of - rupees, and the knowledge of this is said so to have excited the
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envy of the Réjds of Jind and Patidld that they caused the agents of Chapter II, B.
the Dabii ruler to entice the Bha{ to Dehli under pretence of having a Political

jagér conferred upon him. On his arrival at the seat of _Goverumn?nt, History.
Desti Singh was confined, and only released on the promise of paying rye Sikh Bhais of
8 lakhs of rupees, 6 of which he paid and gave his son Ll Singh as Kaithal.

security for the remainder.

Of his three sons, Khushhél Singh, having died in childhood,
is never mentioned. Bahdl Singh succeeded to the rule, his elder
brother being under restraint at Dehli; but Ldl Singh’s mother
having obtained his release on payment of Rs. 40,000, he shortly.
returned and assumed the Government, driving his brother, who
strongly opposed him .o Kuldran. Thence Bahdl Singh acquired
Budlada, but was immediately put to death by hired assassins
insticated by his worthy brother. Tl Singh resided chiefly at
Kaithal., He had four wives, viz., Saddikaur, no issue; Rattankaur,
no issue; Sahibkaur, mother of Partdh Singh and Ude Singh;
Ménkaur, no issue. He drank deep, but appears to have been held
in some respect by the lesser chiefs, who submitted frequently to his
arbitration. He did good service to Perron in defeating George
Thomas, and was rewarded in consequence by the gift of parganah
Stlar on payment of a nazardna of Rs. 60,000, little better than one
year’s revenue. His services were acknowledged by Lord Lake and
rewarded by a handsome jdgir, Gohdna, in which, however, he had
only a life interest. He added to the fort of Kaithal, indeed may
almost be said to have built it, for it was nothing but a mud build-
ing before. Its picturesque towers are now visible for a long distance.
He ruled for 33 years, dying in Sambat 1875 at the age of 49. He
left behind him the character of a tyrant. On his death, his sons
being 3 and 4 years old respectively, the Government was carried on
in the name of the eldest Partib Singh, under the regency of the
mother ; but the boy only lived to the age of 12 years, and died of
small-pox in Sambat 1880. Bhai Udo Singh, still a hoy, succeeded
under the regency of the mother, who even in after life had great
influence over him ; indeed she was more the ruler than he was, and
to this perhaps may be attributed his being at variance with the
neighbouring chiefs and at constant issue with his own villagers. He
resided chiefly at Kaithal but frequently at Pehoa, and hoth places
bear witness to his taste for architecture. He enlarged and
beautified the fort of Kaithal, built the palace after the model of the
house of Sir David Ochterlony at Karndl only on a more imposing
scale, and fear it a bridge over the Bidkisr Tirath, remarkable for
nothing but want of breadth and its level surface. At Pehoa the
garden house is a bijou, and does great credit to the taste of the
architect, but was left incomplete on his death. He built a house
and laid out a garden likewise at Kankal near Hardwdr. A noble
masonry bund that he erected across the Suruswati, which threw
water down a cut irrigating numerous villages for 16 miles to Kaithal,
was destroyed by the British authorities since the escheat. He did
more for the district in works of art than any of his predecessors,
but in private he was debauched, in public a tyrant. He was bed-
ridden for some years of his later life, and died at Kaithal on the
14th of March 1843 A. D. when the state lapsed, failing heirs, to the
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rotecting power. Ile had two wives—Strajkaur, daughter of the
%L‘ijé, of Balabgarh, who was accomplished in Gurmukhi lore, and
died shortly after the state lapsed ; and Mahtdbkaur, daughter of a
zaminddr of Shamspur, who lived for some years and had a handsome
provision allowed Ler by Government. The opposition of the Queen
mother, on the state escheating, to the little escort with Mr. Greathed,
the Political Officer, her subsequent flight, carrying off treasuve, and
her capture, are all on record, and together with the correspondence
on the subject form a volume alone. She died at Pehoa, never
having to the very last moment given up her hope of heing confirmed
in the government of Kaithal. The genealogical tree of the family
is as follows :—

BHAI GURBAKHSH SINGH,
s | I
. o ] 1
Dhana Singh. Desit Singh.  Takht Singh.  Sukha Singh. Budha Singh,
t
M4l Bhagbari—Karam Singh

L4l8ingh,  BahalSingh,  Gurdit Singh, _Baaéwa.—stingh.
g t )

Partdh Singh.  UdaiSingh,  Punjab Singh. ‘Gulab Singh. Sangat Singh.
s : ? ThafE G = =
The Kaithal family. The Arnanli family.

. On the death of Bhaf Ude Singh without issue the greater part
of the estates lapsed, only that portion of it being excepted which
had been acquired by Gurbakhsh Singh, the founder of the family.
To this the collaterals of the Arnauli branch were permitted to
succeed. The Bhais of Arnauli came under the reforms of 1849, and
ceased in that year to exercise any administrative functions. The
present representatives of the family are Bh4i Jasmer Singh who
resides at Arnauli, in the northern portion of the Kaithal taksil, and
Bhaf Anokh Singh who resides at Budléda or sometimes at Sidliwal
near Patidld. They are Honorary Magistrates within the l.mits
of their jagir.

Thepossessions of the Réjis of Ladw4 and the sarddrs of Thénesar
were originally a part of the Sibak of Dehli. The present taliigds of
Narwéna and Jind were panganaks in the Sarkdr of Hissdr. Safidon
was a parganah in the Sarkdr of Dehli. Indri was in the Sarkdr of
Sahéranpur, which extended to the Jamn4, which in former day ran
under the present western high bank of the canal. Thénesar and
Shéhdbad were royal parganaks in the Sarkar of Sirhind, as were
Samana aw! Sundm. When the Dehli empire was tottering to its
fall, the S:khs in and about the year 1763 A.D., having defcated the
royal forces, made themselves masters of this part of the country.
Captain Cunningham, at page 114 of his History of the Sikhs, states-
that these people are made up of 12 misls or confederacies. It appears
that the acknowledged Sikh misls are but 8, and that the comple-
ment of 12 wag made up by four dehras as follows :—
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No Name of caste Caste Previmed Names of Leaders,
y : " | strength. '
1 | Bhangi, a Jats 10,800 | { Havri8ingh, JhandaSingh,
1 Ganda Singh, Jits,
2 | Nishdnids, b Khatris, 12,000
and Ran- Saudha Singh, Sanpat
gretas or Singh, Mohna Singh.
sweepers. !
3 | Rdmgnrids, ¢ Unknown 8,000 | Jassa Singh, the carpenter.
4 | Ahldwidlias, d Kalals ... 3,000 | Jassa Singh, Kalal,
5 | Ghanids, e Unknown 8,000 | Jassa Singh.
6 | Faizulapurids, f Jits 2,500 Kns\ya.nhSingh and Khushhdl
1l ingn.
7 | Sikar Chakids, g Jits 2,500 Kharak Singh.
§ | Dallewdlias, A o | Jiits 7,500 ; Tara Singh.
The Dehras are as follows
9 | Shahids, ¢ ... | Jits 2,000 | Gurbaksn Singh.
10 | Nagarids, 7 i | Jhta 2,000
11 | Panjgarhigs, &, or Krord Krord Singh, Jit.
Singhids .. | Jhta 1,200
12 | Phiilkidns, Jits 5,000 | Ala Singh, Jét.

a So called from the fondness of the members for bhang, an intoxicating drug

roduced from the hemp plant,
& From Nishin, a standard which they followed.
¢ From Rémgarh, a fort in Amritsar.

d Wrom Aloh, the village of Jassa Singh Aaldl.

Kakil is a spirit-distiller.

e I'rom (Ghina, a village near Lahore, of Sarddr Jussa Singh, Khushhél Singh.

J From Dalli, the village of Tira Singh Sarddr.

g From TFaizolpur near Amvitsar, the village of Sarddirs Kawar Singh, &e.

A From Silear Chak, the village of Sarddr Charat Singh.

i Shahid means a martyr.

 From Nagaria, a tract of country near Multin, This is probably the confederacy
which Cunningham calls the Makias, No. 5.

& Panjgarchits from the village of their first chief.

name of their third leader.
! From Phil the common ancestor of the great houses of this confederacy,
The following statement shows the names of every Sikh estate
properly placed under the misl to which his ancestors belonged when
they came as the conquerors into this country :—

Krovd Singhids from the

Name of Misl. Name of Ildaga. Name of Misl, Name of Iliga.

Dallewalia_ .| Bejral Blaugi Bliria.
Chapur Jagadhri,
IPhimsi Didlgarh.,
Chirheh Ahliwilia Barwilians,
Jamrdyin Phiilkidn Kaithal.

Y Haibatpur Arnauli,

Khera Chiinia Niébha,
Lidwa Jind.
Sikandra Patidld.
Sikri Nilikbagri.
Shamgarh Nishinia ... | Shihéabad.
Thiinesar Shalid . | Tardorf.

Krord Binghids Chalaundi Shahzadpur,
Dhananra Thaslia,
Radaur Thol.
Ullihar
Zenpur

The greatest

conquerors among the Krord Singhién were

Sardars Sihib Singh and Gurdit Singh, who mastered Bahen and

Ladw4, Shdmgarh, Karndl and sowme villages of Panipat, They
6
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came from a village, Bain Bole, of Fattidbdd in the Manjha,
and established themselves at Bahen and Ladwd. After the defeat
of the Afghdns at Sirhindin 1763 AD. they lost Pdnipat and
Karndl years ago. Sahib Singh, who was afterwards killed in
action near Karnal, bestowed Shamgarh on his brother-in-law Kirpél
Singh, who accompanied the confederacy in the conquest, Gurdit
Singh was succeeded by his son Ajit Singh, who obtained the title of
Réja for building a bridge over the Suruswatf at Théuesar, proved
treacherous to the Britishat the breaking out of the first Sikh war,
was imprisoned at Allahabad, destroyed his keeper, and after numerous
wanderings died in Kashmir. His sons were kept under surveillance
at Sab&ranpur. Their descendants are still in possession of Ladwd and
Shamgarh.

The founder of the Kunjpura family was aPathdn named Nijdbat
Khén. His ancestor came from Kandahdr, and founded a village in
Sindh called Ghurghusht, which he held in jdgir. Having left
Sindh in consequence of family quarrels, Nijabat Khdn with his pupil
Mahmtd Khén came to seek his fortune in’ Hindustdn. He entered
the service of Munnd Khén, a Vazir of Lahove,'and in two years was a
commander of several horsemen, when he came dowa to Vazir Khwija
Nassiruldin of Radaur. Here he became a Riselddr, sent for his family,
and fixed his head-quarters at Qasbah Tardori; one of the zaminddrs of
the villages of Bidauli who had quarrelled with his relations, begged
the assistance of his soldiers and gave him the biswaddri of Kunjpura
which was then a swamp or nearly so. Nijdbat Khdn got some leases
of the surrounding villages from the 7Tahsiddr of Bidauli, and gave
them to Mahmtd Khdn, who wanted to build at Kunjpura. The
Réjpiits destroyed all he did. Nijabat Khdn bron ght his troopsover from
Tardorf and settled them at Kunjpura, and from that time a deadly
enmity sprung up between the Rajptts and Pathdns, A pakka fort
was built at Kunjpura after a hard fight. The fort was first called
Nijsbatoagar. The oruelty of the Afghius having reached the
cars of the Chalkladdér of Sahdranpur he sent for Nijabat Khén; he
refusedto go, a force was scut,and the Chalkladdr Izzat Khan was killed
by one of Nijibat Khdn's relations. The power of the Afghdns
increased, and Nijabat K dn made himself master of other lands. The
King of Dehli, hearing of the death of
his Chakladdr, sent for Nijabat Khén
through Mtlrdj of Pénipat, who enticed
T : : him to Pénipat, and sent him a prisoner
Bidauli ... |5, including| o 1)ohj where he remained for a year.

Nijabatnagar . .
or Jﬂutujpu%a Khwiija Jéfir was sent to Kunjpura but

Parganahk. |No. oF VILLAGES.

1'?;{'"41 6 was put to death by the servants of Nij4-
e = bat Khdn, Nawdb Bangash of Furrukh-
Bant 3 4bdd interceded for Nijabat Khén,
i"“}"}*"éﬂ 45 and he was released; and his estate Nija-
Sinknaas 0 4; batnagar, and other villages in number

as per margin, were granted him in jdgir
on condition of his restraining the Jéts
150, valued at 5 | and Rejpiits, who were taking advan-
?:,pu[ia.mm of | tave of the weak state of the empire to
give trouble and commit excesses.
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On the incursion of Nadir Shéh, Nijébat Khdn supplied him
with provisions and tendered his obeisance ; he became a Risilddr of
1,000 sawirs, The Mahrattd army under Jhiuku Bhdo plundered
Kunjpura, when Nijabat Khén was wounded, taken prisoner, and
died ; some accounts say was slain, aged 75, at Pénipat, having lived
in Kunjpura for 80 years. Ahwad Shdh repulsed the Mahrattds in
1174 Hijri, A. D. 1758, and established Dalldl Khan, Nijabat Khdn's
eidest son, at Kunjpura, having first enriched him with spoils from
the Mahrattds. Dallal Khédn enjoyed his possession for 25 years,
died aged 60 years in 1782 A. D, and was succeeded by his eldest
son Gulsher Khdn. Of the descendants of the brothers of Gulsher
Khén, one is a 'Risd¢lddr, avother lives in Pénipat. Three others,
Nizém Ali Khdn, Tafazul Husen Khdn, and Muhammad Husen
Khén, have lands 1 perpetuity. Gulsher Khdn ruled for twenty-two
years. He died onthe 15th of May 1804, was succeeded by his eldest
son Rahmat Khan ; several villages were given to his own brother
Muhayuldin Kb4n in maintenance, but on the death of Muhayuldin,
the number of villages was reduced to one, the fine estate of Bidna,
and some land in Kunjpura, which is held by his son Muhammad Yar
Khin. Rahmat Khdn had three half-brothers, who received a main-
tenance; they are dead, but the maintenance has been continued to
their sous.

Rahmat died in 1821, and was succeeded by his eldest son, Jang
Bahddur Khin, who died childless 7 years after, and was succeeded by
his brother Muhammad Ali Khdn, the present Nawdb. Ever since
the time of Muhayuldin Khén the family has been cut up by private
quarrels. CGhuldm Ali Khén during his life-time kept all parties in
good humour, bui on his death all the relations turned against the
present Naw#ab. This family in former times had, besides their own
family quarrels, plentiful occupation for their swords with their Sikh
neighbours, particularly with the Thénesar Sardars, whose possessions
were next to those of Kunjpura. . Several exchanges of villages have
taken place from time to time among these people, and Kunjpura has
still villages in share with Kheri, Chtirni and Shdmgarh, besides land
in Ghir, which is now British, but formerly formed part of the
Thénesar 4ldga. This Jand has been released by Government in
perpetuity. The Kunjpura estate now consists of thirty-six whole and
shared villages,

The founder of the Thénesar chiefship was Mith Singh. Captain
Larkins states in his report on the Summary Settlement of Thénesar
that Mith Singh is of a family of Nidga R4jptts of the village of
Ajndla, taltiga Panchgraidn in the Mdnjha ; but Saptain Abbott states
that he was a Jat, that his home was at Bhatti near Sarhéla in the
Ménjha. He embraced the Sikh religion at Amritsar from the
hand of Gurdidl Singh, and entered the service of Téra Singh. He
was a fine young man. and being determined to lead, he deserted
with a party from Téra Singh, mastered several villages in the
Jalandhar Dodb, and came to this part of the country with
the Dallewdlia misl in company with his nephews Bhdg Singh and
Bhanga Singh. The royal fort at Thénesar built by the Marrals was
held b‘)‘r the troops of the Bhdis of Kaithal under the command of
Desi Singh ; Bhag Singh and Bhanga Singh waited their opportunity
in the neighbourhood, while Mith Singh advanced with the conquer-
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Chapter II, B, ing Sikhs, and was killedat Meerut. Bhanga Singh and Bhég Singh,
Political with the assistance of the Ladwi Sarddrs and Karam Singh Nirmala
History. of Shéh4bad, after one failure, made a successful night attack and

The Sardérsof  Possessed themselves of the fort of Thanesar. Shortly after this Bhdi
Thinesar. Desti Singh died, leaving two young children, from whom the Dalle-
wélias wrested the country which is now called Thénesar, including

the taligas Bhori and Buldhi. Bhanga Singh and Bhig Singh

divided the country, the former getting three-fifths, the latter two-

fifths. Bhanga Singh seized Ghidsuldinnagar, east of the Jamn4,

which the Ma%ratté héo Réna took from him and gave him parganah

Bidauli in exchange. Bhanga Singh, who is described by Captain

Cunningham as the “savage master of Thénesar,” allied himself to the

British about 1803. He was the greatest robber among the little

chiefs and the only chief feared by Ranjit Singh. Lord Lake gave

him some other territory east of the Jamnd, in exchange for Bidauli,

and it was held by him during his life. In 1806, with the assistance

of the Ladws Sarddr Gurdit Singh, the Dallewdlias wrested Dhowa

and Singhori from the Landewalia misl, and Dhowa was assigned as

Bhanga Singh’s share of the conquered territory. It was taken from

him and restored to the Landah smisl by Ranjit Sivgh; but when

these territories came under British protection it was retransferred to

Bhanga Singh.
Bhanga Singh died in 1815, leaving a son Fattah Singh and a
» Dlainria | Ribpim, danghter byhis wedded wife, and a son Sahib
Barwa. \Blnsji. Singh by a concubine. The daughter,
Changdnwén.| Umrpar. Karamkaur, married Karam Singh, the Réja
— of Patisl4, and six villages, as per margin,*
}&’%‘I?b“' llgg(bzll?::r were given as her dowry. To Sahib Singh a
Imbli. Bishangarh.  jdgir of nine-and-half villages as per marginf
Eﬁ::;m %B‘sznhd‘“d was allotted, and is now held by his son

Bishn Singh, who pays one-sixth of the
revenue in lieu of service for his life. On his death his heir or heirs
for one generation are to hold the estate liable to payment of half the
revenue. The remainder of Bhanga Singh’s estate descended to his
son Fattah Singh, who died in 1819, leaving a mother M4{ Jidn
and two young widows. M4if Jiin managed the estate till 1830 and
died in 1836. Ratankaur, one of the widows, died in 1844, leaving the
other widow Chandkaur in possession of the estate, which lapsed on her
death in 1850, and was summarily settled by Captain Larkins, Bhég

LIS T Singh, the partownerwith Bhanga Singh,died
Gulsb Singh. in 1791, leaving four sons as per marfm, three
I};:g:j;}: S!ilngh- ofwhom died childless. The estate descended

j Singh.

to Jameilya.t Singh, the son of the youngest
brother Baj Singh, who also die childless in 1832, when the estate
lapsed and was settled by Captain Murray.

Condition of the The state of the Dehli territory when it came to us in 1803 has
country at annexa- glready been described at page 35. The Sikh States between our
- territory and the Satlej were protected by our mantle from danger

from without. But the condition of Kaithal, which was nearest our

border, and therefore presumably most influenced by onr influence

and example, when it lapsed to us in 1843, may be gathered from the
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following extracts from Sir Henry Lawrence's report in his Summary Oha.ptir_II, B.
Settlement of the tract :— Political
«The old state of the country may be gathered from the fact of History.

more than a hundred men having been killed and wounded in a single o qition of the
*. boundary dispute, not above four years ago, between two villages of country at anneza-

Kathéna and Jind; from the village of Pai, within a march of Kaithal, tion.’

and for 40 years an integral part of the territory, having within the

last ten years, withstood the army of the Bhaf for 8 months ;and from

the inhabitants of Chdtar in Kathdna having never allowed the Sikh

officers to enter their villages, being permitted to pay revenue instal-

ments ab the thdna of Kathdina. In fact, the whole system was one

of the expedients, sparing the strong, and squeezing the weak.

1 therefore extended an amnesty es far as possible, taking security from

some notorious offenders, and keeping a few others in prison for want of

bail. From April to September, 85 persons were convicted and sentenced

for thefts and petty robberies. Not a case of gung robbery or wholesale

cattle-lifting happened after the first week of our rule. One murder took

place, that of a jail barkanddz, by three prisoners, who were made over

to the sessions. On the 1st October there were in jail 141, on bail 25,—

& number that may not be considered extraordinary, when it is recollected,

not only by what a lawless neighbourhood Kaithal is bordered, but

that at least a hundred criminals were let loose upon the country when

the outbreak occurred;and that robbery and outrage were scarcely

discountenanced by the old Government, and actually recognised by

many of the officials. Within a week after the introduction of British
-+ rule at Kaithal, there occurred, as already noticed, two flagrant instances

of wholesale cattleJifting, in which more than a hundred men were

concerned : most of the culprits were apprehended, and no such instancee

have since happened, although, under the former Government, they were

of daily occurrence. 1 have taken security bonds from all villages of

bad or doubtful character, to pay eleven-fold for all stolen property

tracked to their lands, and that the headmen shall be responsible for the

acts of all residing within their bounds. One of my first measures was

to order all fire-arms to be delivered up at the respective thdnas, and to

forbid more than one sword to be retained for ten houses. To thisact

1 mainly attribute the peace and quiet of the country during the last six

months : for although I do not suppose that all the arms were actually

given up, the order made the heads of villages responsible for their not

being used ; and I have now the pleasure of thinking that almost all the

boundaries in the district have been settled, not only without any loss of

life, but, as far as I am aware, without the occurrence of a single affray

in & country where it has not been unusual for one village to lose twenty

men in a boundary dispute.

“ Suchayas the desolation of portions of the district that, looking from

the tops of the village towers, I could often see miles and miles of good land

without & single acre of cultivation. * * The people were accustomed

to pay no revenue except upon absolute compulsion. * * Kaithal was

one year ago as lawless a tract of country as any in India ; but something

1 hope has been effected for its improvement. * * I may instance

the Jat village of Chétar, which was formerly the very head-quarters of

opposition to authority, and is said never to have admitted a Sikh within

its quickset hedge. It was reckoned able to turn out a thousand

mateh-locks, and the four wards of the village were barricaded against one

another. So bad a name had the place that when T visited it in April

I-was attended by a hundred troopers and a company of infantry : when 1

went there in August I was accompanied by a single horseman, and found
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the village one sheet of cultivation. * * AsT wasridi ng along the border
with Rajd Sartip Singh we heard and saw the husbandmen singing as they
drove their cattle through the saturated fields, The Réj4 smiled and
called my attention to their air of security, observing that if they had
been so employed last year the chances were that their cattle would have
been carried off by some foraging party.”

Five years later Captain Abbott, Settlement Officer, deseribed
the Sikh rule in the Protected States on the Ambald and Karndl
borcéer, which had just then been confiscated, in the following
words :— .

“The arm of the law, if law it can be called was paralysed ; noprotection
was given to property; indeed the State sct the example, and plundered
without remorse, Cattle at grazing were attended by hodics of armed men ;
wars and bloodshed were frequent and common; and want of securi ty caused
the villagers to plunder in self-dafence. Occasionally attempts were
made to extend cultivation by cuts from the strenms, hut these requived
a small dam across the channel which it was necessary to protect hy a
tower ; indeed a well could not be worked without a tower in which the
wood-work and bullocks were deposited during the night, or on the
approach of plunderers. The powerful villages only paid so much revenue
as they found it convenient to do. Few crimes were acknowledged, and
such as were, were punished by fine with imprisonment until payment,
Open evidence was unuecessary to convietion, the secret information of
an informer was ample, and the fact of possessing the wherewithal more
than couclusive. DMarder was punishable by fine ; and cheating, forgery
and unnatural offences were considered good jokes,” 5 .

_ When the mutiny broke out in 1857, Mr. Macwhirter, the
Magistrate of Pdnipat, was at Dchli, and was killed there.
Mr. Richardes, the Uncovenanted Deputy Collector, immediately
took over charge; and though every other European fled, and
the fugitives from Dehli warned 'him that the rebel cavalry
were following on their steps, and though « burning and pillage
reached to his very doors,” he bravely stayed at his post, kept more or
less order in the district, was active in collecting supplies for the
troops passing through and for the army besieging Dehli, and succeeded
in collecting more than seven lakhs of revenue, which he sent to
the army. %‘or these services he was appoicted Deputy Commissioner
of the 1st class. Directly the news of the outbreak reached Jind,
the Rdjd collected his troops and proceeded by forced marches to
Karndl, which he reached on the 18th of May. "He restored order in
the town and its vicinity, marched down the grand trunk road in
advance of the British columns, turned his forces on Pénipat, recovered
Simbhdlka which had been seized by the rebels, and kept the
road open between Karndl and Dehli. The Mahérdja of Patisld was
no less prompt. He held Karndl, Thénesar and Ambdls in our
behalf, and kept the road open from Karn4l to Philaur, The Chauhédns
of the Nardak behaved well. They raised a regiment of cavalry,
and they also supplied a body of 250 chaukiddrs for the protection of
the city and civil lines where our orduance magazine was established.
The Mandal Nawdb of Kamndl, Ahmad Ali Khsn, from the very first
placed himself and his resources unreservedly at our disposal. For
these services his quit-rent of Rs. 5,000 a year was released to him
and his heirs male in perpetuity ; and he was presented with a &hilat
of Rs. 10,000 in open darbdr.
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In the Thénesar district Captain McNeile was Deputy Commis-
sioner. His principal difficulty arose from the presence of a company
of the mutinous 5th Native Infantry, which obliged him to have always
at hand part of the Patili force to keep them in check. The disarm-
ing of this company on the 14th July set the Deputy Commissioner
at liberty, and from that time he made his head-quarters” at Karn4l.
Mr. Levien, the Assistant Commissioner, was detached at Shahgbad,
and Lieutenant Parsons was seut from time to time to reduce
turbulent villages, especially towards Kaithal, or to watch the fords
and ferries of the river Jamn4. In anticipation of a visit from the
Dehli mutineers, Captain McNeile had, at the first, destroyed the
stamp paper, and soon afterwards sent his treasure to Ambald ; while
the jail was fortified and the Jagirdars called out. At one time it
was rumoured that the Rdnghars from Hissar purposed to rescue their
fellow-clansmen from the Thénesar jail, and the 31st May was the
date fixed upon for the attack. Every preparation was made to repel
it, but it did not take place. The Rein ghar prisoners were immediately
afterwards secretly removed to Ambéls to be beyond hope of reseue,
On June 9th the Rejé of Patidls was compelled to draw off his forces
from Thénesar in order to protect his own capital, which was in some
peril from the Jalandhar mutineers ; but as soon as he learnt that they
had passed by, his troops were sent back to Thénésar, much to the
relief of Captain MeNeile,

As wus to be expected at such a time, the more turbulent spirits
among the people took advantage of the temporary. suspension of
authority to give trouble both to Government and to their neighbours,
Even in the Pénipat Bangar sixtcen of the largest Jiit villages in the
Naultha zail refused to pay their revenue, drove out the Government
village watchmen, joined in the disturbances in the Rohtak distriet,
went to Dehli, whence they returned after an absence of 99 days, and
threatened to attack the Collector’s camp ; while nineteen other large
villages, mostly in the Bhdlsi and Kordna zails, rioted, burnt some
Government buildings, committed various robberies and murders, and
refused to pay revenue. The Giijars were, of course, not behindhand,
and plundered generally about the country.  All these villages were
fined and punished in various ways ; and lambarddrs’ allowances to
the amount of Rs. 7,317, representing a revenuc of Rs. 1,46,340, were
confiscated. In the city of Panipat open scdition was preached,
especially in the shrine of Bu4li Qalandar ; and an attack upon the
Collector's camp was only prevented by some Jind troops hurrying
up and turning their guns on the town. Hostages were seized, some
few men hanged, and the pension of the shrine reduced from
Rs. 1,950 to Rs. 1,000 a year. The tahsilddr of Gharaunda, a Pénipat
man, had to be removed for disaffection.

If such was the behaviour of the Béngar, it may be imagined
that the Nardak was not less troublesome. Some of the lar e villages
caused much anxiety during the mutiny of 1857—notably Sfwan,
Asandh, Julmédna, Gondar, Séalwan,Balla, %échaur; they had no politi-
cal cause in view, but the inhabitants being Muhammadan Rénghars,
a turbulent and predatory class, they broke loose in deeds of violence
in general, and refused to pay the Government land revenue, Balla
resisted a Regiment of Cavalry under Major Hughes, killing a native
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officer and some troopers, subsequently receiving severe punishment
from the guns of the loyal Mandal Chief, Ahmad Al of Karndl.
Julména collected a large muster of Rénghars arrded with the inten-
~Hon of releasing the prisoners of the Thénesar jail, in which purpose
it was failed. Asandh seized the Government police station in the
fort at the village, and received in return severe castigation and spoli-
ation ; ultimately the general misconduct of the Kaithal and Asandh
parganahs entailed on them a fine of 10 per cent. on the Government
revenue, which, together with the revenue, Was collected by the district
officers at the point of the bayonet, That these villages, however, had
no sympathies in common with the mutinous soldiers was evidenced
from the fact of their robbing, even to a state of nudity, fogitive
soldiers on their way from the Panjéb to join the rebel forces ab
Dehli. H&bri, though a Rdnghar village, was distinguished for good
conduct and loyalty under the guidance of intelligent headmen. It
may be said generally that the further Nardak showed extreme reluc-

tance to give up the fugitive mutineers from Firozpur or Jalandhar,

and positively refused to pay their revenue; and a detachment with
some guns under Captain McNeile marched against them. They first
attacked Balla, a large and always troublesome Jét village ; and
“ gignal chastisement was inflicted in a fight in which scarcely a
village in the higher Nar dak but had one or two killed or wounded.”
The Balla people presently somewhat redeemed their fault by giving
material assistance in coercing their neighbour Manak. The skirmish
had a very good effect upon the country-side ; and when Captain
NecNeile marched upon Julména, it submittedat once; while the Asandh

ple ran away into the jungles, and their village was bombarded
and burnt, as its inhabitants had been conspicuous in their disloyalty.
Heavy fines were realised from the recusant villages. The lambar-
ddrs of Garhi Chh4ju paid their revenue into the tahsfl without its
being demanded, and were rewarded by a personal grant which the
survivor Ji Rém, still enjoys. Sardéra, a Jat of Palr, aided some
Euro fugitives from Dehli, and received a revenue-free grant of
land in perpetuity. And Qalandar Ali Khén of Panipat gave material
assistance, and was rewarded by a pension. On the whole, the
district suffered very little, The Government treasury and records
escaped unharmed ; and of a total land revenue demand of Rs. 4,70,238
for 1857-58, only Rs. 9,464 was not collected, while the canal .
irrigation for the autumn crops of 1857 was only three per cent. less
than the correspending irrigation of 1856. In 1858 the numerous
village forts which h been built in the times of the Sikhs were

dismantled.

Some conception of the development of the district since it came
into our hands may be gathered from Table No. 11, which gives some
of the leading statistics for five-yearly periods, so far as they are
available ; while most of the other tables appended to this work give
comparative figures for the last few years. In the case of table No. IL
it is probable that the figures are not always strictly comparable, their
basis not being the same in all cases from one period to another. But -
the figures may be accepted as showing in general terms the nature
and extent of the advance made. Aug indeed the advance made is

not to be tested by figures only. The state of the country when ib

-
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fell into our hands has already been fully described in the preceding
pages ; and the contrast which that state presents with its present
condition needs to be emphasized by no comments,

SECTION C.—ADMINISTRATIVE.

The district consists of two portions, the administrative history
of which was wholly distinet till the year 1862. The older portion,
whicli has been recently settled by Mr. Ibbetson, includes the Pénipat
tahsil and the Indrf parganak of the Karndl twhsil; it came to us
by conquest, and formed a portion of the Delli territory, and of the
Panipat district of the North-Western Provinces. The other portion,
covsisting of the remainder of the district, which is now being scttled
by Mr. Douie, came to us by lapse or forefeiture from the protected
Sikh chiefs who held it, and formed part of the Thauesar district of
the Cis-Satlej division of the Paujab. The administrative history of
the two is, therefore, entirely distinct, and must be treated separutely
for each. The land revenue admiunistration of the district is not
noticed in this section as it is fully discussed in Chapter V, Section B.

- The provinces acquired by the Treaty of Sirji Anjangam were
known as the conquered provinces, and with the ceded provinces
formed a sub-division of the Bengal Presidency, to which the Bengal
Regulations were extended by Regulation VIII of 1805. DBut Sec. 4 of
that Regulation expressly excluded from the operation of the Regula
tions, past and future, the tract afterwards known as the Dehli
territory, which roughly coincided with the present districts of Gurgdon,
Dehli, Rohtak, Sirsa and Hissdr, and the Panipat taksfl and Karnal
parganah of this district;and, in fact, consisted of the territory
transferred from the North-West Provinces to the Panjib in 1838.
‘The Dehli territory thus constituted was at first placed under n
Resident at Dehli, aided by assistants who had no formally defined
charges. But as a fact Mr. William Fraser, one of the Assistants,
exercised almost absolute authority in these parts, checked only by
an unexercised right of appeal to the Resident. A British Amil of
the name of Rdi Sada Sukh was appointed at Karnal. In 1819 the
t.erritorg was divided into northern, southern and central divisions,
of which the northern consisted of Karnal, Pénipat, Ganaur, Grohdna,
Rohtak, Sunpat and Mandauti, and was placed in charge of a Principal
Assistant. At the same time a Ciyil Commissioner was appointed at
Dehli, who exercised civil, eriminal and revenne functious in subordi-
nation to the Resident. In 1820 the Civil Comwmissioner was
abolished, and a Deputy Superintendent appointed in his place, who
enjoyed no independent authority, but vicariously exercised the power
of the Resident, as his Assistant, and in his courts. In 1822 the
Bengal Presidency was divided, the ceded and conquered provinces
forming the westemn province;and & Board of Commissioners of
Revenue and Circnit was appointed for these provinces, with its
head-quarters at Dehli. The Resident lost his Deputy Superinten-
dent, but became the Chief Conmissioner on the Board, and continued
to exercise independent political functions as Agent 10 the Governor-
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General, In 1824 the divisions of the Dehli territory were split u
into the districts of Panipat, Rohtak, Hdansi, Riwari and Dehli. The
Pénfpat district included Karndl, Padnipat and Sunpat, and the
remainder of the northern division went to Rohtak, In the swme
year the Dehli territory was removed from the control of the Board
of Revenue collectively, and placed immediately under the Resident
and Chief Commissioner, who, however, coutinued to avail himself of
the services of the Board in the transaction of all revenue busivess.
In 182¢ Divisional Commissioners of Revenne and Cirenit were
appointed throughont the Presidency, and the Dehli Commissioners
transacted all business in subordination to the Resident.

In 1832 the office of Resident and Chief Commissioner was
abolished, a Political Agent to the Governor-General taking his place ;
and Regulation V of 1832 annexed the Dehli territory to the
jurisdiction of the Sadr Board aud Courts of Justice at Allahibad,
directed that officials should conform to the spirit of the Regulations
in the transaction of business, and empowered the Supreme Govern-
ment to extend any part of the Regulations to that territory. It
does not appear that any Regulations were ever so formally extended ;
but from this date they were practically in force throughout the
territory. From that date, too, the Principal Assistant changed his
title to that of Magistrate and Collector. In 1835 the Agra Sub-
division of the Presidency was erected into a Lieutenant-Governorship,
under the name of the North-Western Provinces. In 1841 the
Rohtak district was broken up, and parganah Gohdna added to
Psnipat ; but the alteration was shortly afterwards cancelled, and in
1857, just before the Mutiny, faksil Sucpat was transferred to Dehli.
In 1858 the Dehli territory lying on the right bank of the Jamng
was transferred from the North-Western Provinees to the Panjib by
Government of India Order No. 9 of 9th February, and Act XXXVIII
of 1858 repealed Regulation V of 1832, quoted above.

As already noted, every few villages that were held in separate

subdivisions. Dehli jdgir were often called a f{'t:'ganak, though the individual villages

territory.

might be miles apart ; and the same village was often quoted quite
indifferently as being in one or other of two different parganahs.
In fact, there were two concurrent systems of pargana?w, one based
upon locality, and the other upon the assignment of the land revenue.
In 1806 parganah Karndl included 218 villages, and extended to
Tardorf. Of these, 14 belonged to the Tardori Sarddr, 25 had long
been held by Kunjpura, and 5 by Jind. Of the remaining 174
villages, we gave 7 to the Kunjpura Nawdb for life, and 158 to the
Mandals. Of these 158 villages many were mere hamlets, only 63
being separately assessed to Government revenue ; and only 93 separate
villages are now recognised. These counstituted parganah Karndl
from 1806 to 1807. The remaining 9 villages, known as the nine
mazrahs of Karndl, were wrongfully held by the Sikhs ; they were
resumed in 1816, and though lying to the north of Karnal, were
included in the Panipat parganak till 1851.

In the remainder of the present Karndl, and in the Pénipat taksil,

“the old division iuto parganaks Panipat, Sunpat and Ganaur was

still followed in the kandngo’s records. Some Jind villages were
added to Panipatl in 1816, some Sunpat villages in 1822, and some
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Ganaur villages in 1836. The Béngar villages were generally known
as parganah Pénipat, and the Khadar villages indifferently as
parganah Barsat or Chaunsat up to 1830, from which date the two
divisions were known as Pauipat Béngar and Pdnipat Khédar.
Besides these, we find in the earlier papers mention of parganahs
Jaurdsi, Simbhélka, Faridpur and Balla, which were included m the
above, and the limits of which cannot be fixed, The boundary
between the Khadar and Béngar parganahs corresponded very nearly
with that between the present assessment circles of the same names.

There was originally only one tahsil at Panipat ; but in 1823,
by which date the greater part of the jdgir land had been resumed,
a separate tahsil was formed at Barsat for the Khadar villages,
the Mandal tract being excluded altogether. There was also a talsil
of Ganaur, and one of Sunpat. In 1829 the Khadar fahsfl was trans-
forred from Barsat to Panipat, the two being distinguished as Panipat
Bingar and Khddar. In 1835-36 the boundary between Sunpat
and Panipat took its present shape, when Ganaur was absorbed into
Sunpat Khddar. In 1851, after the Settlement of the Mandal
villages, the territory was divided, as at present, into Karndl and
Pénipat, with tahsils at Pénipat and Gharaunda ; and Amritpur and
Kairwsl{ were received from the Thénesar district in exchange for
the nine masrahs of Karngl which had been transferred to it. In
1854 the head-quarters of the district were moved to Karnal ; in 1862
taheil Kaithal and pargenal Indri were added to the district ; and in
1868 the taksil was moved from Gharaunda to Karndl.

The northern portion of the district was in 1803 in the hands
of diffevent Sikh chiefs, but lapsed in the course of time plecemeal
to the English Government.* ~The States, parts of which are inclu-
ded in this district, are those of Kaithal, Thénesar and Ladwa.
Kaithal lapsed in 1849, Thédnesar in 1832 and 1850, and Ladwa
was confiseated in 1846. In 1849 these were formed into a district
of the Cis-Satlej States division of the Panjdb, having its head-
quarters at Thinesar. In 1862, after the transfer of the Dehli
territory to the Panjdb, the Thénesor district was broken mp and
distributed between the districts of Karnél and Ambala. The
parganaks of Guila, Pehowa, Kaithal, Indri and part of Thénesar,
fell to this district, the remainder to Ambéla; at the same time the
Sunpat parganal was transferred to Dehli, Six villages were
transferred from Muzaffornaggar District to Karndl in 1862 owing
to river changes. In 1866 faksil Géia was abolished and parganah
Pehowa Was transferred to the Ambdld district; while Chika and
Kuléran were included in tho Kaithal tahsfls. In 1875 there were
farther included in the Kaithal tahsil 14 villages from the Pehowa
parganah.

Below is a list of the officers who have held immediate charge
of this district, ommitting temporary appointments :—

Panipat or Karnil district.

——  William Fraser 1824 H. H. Thomas
1819 T. T. Metbealfe 1825 Hugh Fraser
1822 Hugh Fraser 1830 Alexander Fraser
1824 George Campbell 1832 Simon Fraser

* See Gazetteer of Ambald district
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1834 John Lawrence 1861 Major W. R. Elliot
1838 Alexander Fraser 1863 Major Busk
1840 John Paton Gubbins 1865 Captain Parsons
1841 T. Woodcock 1870 R. W. Thomas
1842 John Lawrence 1873 Captain Harcourt
1843 John Paton (ubbins 1874 Colonel Babbage
1845 Charles Gubbing 1875 Colonel Hawes
1848 Nathauiel Prowett 1876 Colouel Millar
1854 C. R. Lindsay 1878 A. H. Benton
1856 J. P. Macwhirter 1882 Major A. 8. Roberts
1857 C. B. Richardes 1883 A. W. Stogdon
1858 R, P. Jenkins 1884 Major A. S, Roberts
1839 C, P. Elliot

Thinesar districet.

1843 Major Lawrence, C. B. 1846. Major S. A. Abbott.
1843 Major Leech, C. B. More recent information is not ob-
1846 Major S. A, Abbott. tainable.
1846 G. Campbell.

Many of these names are houschold words with the villagers,
and are quoted daily in the course of business. The following is a
glossary which will be found useful:—ZFridan is Fraser; Bara
Lridan Sdlib is William Fraser. Hi Schib is Hagh Fraser. Alak
Jalandar Sihib is Alexander Fraser, but is also used for Alexander
Skinner. Jdn Pdtan Sihib i3 John Paton Gubbins, Chdlis Shdib
is Charles Gubbins, Jirds Sdhib is George Ross, who settled the
Mandal parganak in 1852-56.

The early administration of the Dehli territory before the
introduction of the regulation law presents so many curious points
of contrast with that of our own day, that it will be interesting to give
a brief sketch of its most salient features, more especially as in this
district alone . has the mutiny left untouched the records which
described it. The early administration of land revenne is fully
discussed in Chapter V. The cantonment of Kamal, which was not
moved to Ambdld till 1842-43, was for a long time, with the excep-
tion of a small military outpost at Ladhidnd, our frontier station.
Its size may be judged of from the fact that the monthly pay of the
troops amounted, in 1835, to a lakh-and-a-quarter of rupees, This
pay was by no means always forthcoming; the Collector often had
to borrow at exorbitant rates from the local money-lenders in order
to meet urgent demands for arrears of several months’ standing;
and as late as 1840 we find the bills dishonoured for want of funds,
and troops actually marching on service with some months’ pay

* owing to them.

The tract was surrounded for the greater part of its border by
“the tnrbulent and marauding Sikhs” of Jind, Kaithal, Lddwa, and
Shdmgarh ; their territories reaching to within a mile of the canton-
ment boundaries. Forays and affrays aud wholesale raids, in which
cattle were carried off by fifties and hundreds at once, were of con-
stant occurrence. The Sikh chiefs exercising sovereign powers
had exclusive jurisdiction over their own subjects even for
offences committed in British territory ; until in 1823 this state of
things grew so intolerable that we ‘assumed criminal and police
Jurisdiction in Lédwa and Shamgarh. The jdyirddrs, whose villages
were thickly sprinkled over the tract, gave almost as much trouble as
our Sikh neighboyrs, resisting by force of arms the execution of
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writs, and harassing the authorities in every possible way. The
Mandals were more than once threatend with expulsion from Karndl
if they did not become more amenable to authority; and their jdgir
was actually attached in 1830 on account of their contumacious
conduct. The whole of the Nardak, and, till the re-opening of the
canal extended cultivation, the whole of the Bangar right up to the
main road from Dehli, was covered with thick dhdk jungle which
harboured bands of robbers; and criminals always found a reudy
refuge with our Sikh friends, from under whose wings they had to
be reclaimed theough the Resident at Dehli and the Superintendent
of Sikh Affairs at Ladhidnd, till the appointment of wakils in 1824
simplified the procedure. The Réjpfits of the Nardak were notorious
for their turbulence. Session cases were tried at Dehli ; and the
bodies of criminaly executed were left hanging on the gibbets till
1843, when the practice was discontinued. Flogging was abolished
in 1825. The track law was rigorously enforced, the village to which
the thieves were traced, or even that in which the robbery took place
if connivance was suspected, heing made responsible for the full value
of the stolen property ; and though this practice was discontinued on
the introduction of the Regulations in 1832, yet the Court of Directors
expressly ordered its revival on the ground of the number of feudatory
chiefs whose territories bordered on the tract. The police establish-
ment was notoriously corrupt. In 1820 there were only 3,082
prisoners tried in the whole Y)ehli territory, of which number 2,302
were acquitted or discharged. During the five years from 1828 to
1832 the average number of casesbroughtinto court, excluding assaults,
was only 628 for the whole Péanipat district. In 1879 the correspond-
ing number for a very little larger population was 1,750. The police
duties in large towns were discharged by watchmen, while in villages
the people themselves were responsible for them, and for the jdgir
holdings the police were furnished by the jdgirddrs themselves.
There were no head-quarters to the district till 1827, and the Magis-
trate was always moving about and earrying his jail with him, the
prisoners sleeping in the open under nothing but a guard. The roads
were said to be impassuble for man or horse in the rains generally,
and near the canal or river at all seasons ; while at the best of times
reports took four days to traverse the greatest length of the district.
There was no road-cess, and such repairs as were made were done by
prisoners. The road-cess was not imposed till 1842, and the Grand
Trunk Road was not made till 1847. <

Civik suits were tried solely by the Sudr Ameen at Panipat, who,
after eight years of service, was discovered to refuse on principle to
admit the evidence of a Hindu against a Muhammadan, though be
admitted that of the latter against the former, and who justified his

ractice by reference to the Mubaramadan law, by which he considered

imself bound. The language of the courts was Persian up till 1836,
no suits against Government were admitted in tha courts of the Dehli
territory, and no stamps were taken on petitions till, % 1830, Regula-
tion X of 1829 was extended to these courts by proclamation. Sale
of land was not permitted without the consent of the whole
village, save with the express samction of the Goyernor-General in
Council.
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Government coins were not current in the district, the copper
coins being “ received with reluctance ;”’ while the reason given for
moving the t@hsil from Barsat to Pdnipat in 1829 was, that the larger
towns afforded greater facilities to the people for exchanging the current
coins in which they were paid for their crops for the Government
rupees in which alone the revenue could bhe paid. In 1833 the
Government, “in order to afford revenue-payers relief from the
“ arbitrary exactions to which they were subject at the hands of money-
“changers in paying revenue,” fixed rates of discount at which the ten
sorts of country rupees then current would be received in payment of
revenue, in the conviction that *the measure would greatly benefit
“ the agricultural classes.” Education had © steadily deteriorated since
““ the introduction of our rule ;” and in 1826, of the 12 schools nominall
existing in the whole district, those of Karndl, Gharaunda, Dhansauli
and Naultha were the only ones attended by more than two or three
children. These were all supported by private enterprise, and were
all bad alike. There were no dispensaries in the district till 1843,
when it was proposed fo establish them on account of the terrible
epidemic. -

Every petty chief in the neighbourhood levied innumerable transit
dues on the trzd%c through his territory. This pernicious system was
adopted by us also, even to the extent of allowing every little jdgirddr
to levy these dues in his own villages. The customs {ine, established
under the regulations on the left bank of the Jamn4, lay wholly to
the east of the territory ; and the result was that “a vast multitude
“of custom-house officers were scattered broadcast over the country,
“ making collections in every town, and apparently in every consider-
“able village, on almost every article of traffic.” Payment of these
dues did not exempt the goods from duty at the regular customs line;
so that goods passing across the Jamnd into the regulation provinces
had to pay double duty. In 1823 the whole customs machinery west
of the Jamnd was abolished, and posts wo:» retained only at the ferries,
which were about three miles apart. At the same time the dues were
assimilated to those leviable under Regulation IX of 1810, and one
payment freed goods for all Dritish territory. But this change involved
the relinquishment of the customs revenue upon tlhi. whole of the
trade between Rdjptitina and the Sikh territory—ua revenue which
averaged some five lakhs annually. Accordingly, in 1828, a second
customs line was established on the Western Jamnd Canal.  But the
posts on both lines were in charge of muharrirs on Rs. 7 a month 3
and the amount of embezzlement was inconceivably great. Smuggling,
too, was practised to such an extent that in 1833 it was estimated
that not one-sixth of the salt passing through the district had paid
duty. In 1834 the “irritating and exasperating-interference with
trade ” practised by the customs officiuls was seriously commented
upon, and all petty trafic was wholly exempted. Aund when the
ueighbouring Sikh territory became ours in 1843, the customs line
was finally removed from the vicinity of Karndl. Such chiefs,
however, as remained independent, continued to levy their own
dues until we deprived them of their powers after the Sikh war, when
the Nawib of Kunjpura was compensated for the loss of his customs
revenue by a yearly payment from the Treasury.
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Besides Imperial customs, octroi was levied in Karnf! and
Pénipat at ad valorem rates varying from 5 to 10 per cent. upsa all
grains, pulse, sugar, oil, oilseeds, ghf, tobacco, firewood, charcoal,
salt and spices passing within three miles of the town; and these
dues formed a part of the Imperial revenue till 1823, when grain of
all sorts was exempted, and the revenue was devoted to local improve-
ments under the management of a municipal committee. The
annual net revenue thus realised in Panipat averaged some Rs. 8,000.
The present octroi revenue of that town is about Rs. 20,000. A further
tax of 6 per cent. on the value of all houses or land sold or mortgaged
within the walls of Panipat and Karndl was levied till 1823, when
this and a host of other arbitrary exactions, of which no detail is
forthcomicg, were finally abolished.
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