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PREFACE TO REPRINTED EDITION

The District Gazetleer is a miniature encyclopaedia and a pood
vuide. It describes all important aspects and features ot the district;
historical, physical, social. ecconomic and cultural. Officuuds and other
persons desirous of acquainting themscelves with the salient features of
the district would tind a study of the Gazetteer rewarding. His of immense
use For rescarch scholars.

The old gazetieers of the State published in the British regime
vontnned very valuable information, which was not whoily re-produced
in the revised volume. These gazedeers have gone out ol stock and are
not casily avatdable. There is a demand for these volumes by research
scholars and educationists. As such, the scheme of reprinting of old
vazietteers was taken on the initiative of the Hon'ble Chiet Minister of,
FHaryana. ‘

The revision of this Gazetteer of Rohtak was taken up shortly
alwer the Census of 1901, Mr. E. Joseph, Deputy Commissioner and
Settlement Otficer dratted 1t The basis of the present edition, atleast of
two chaplers, is Mr. Fanshawe's Settlement Report of 18K0).

The Volume 18 the reprinted edition of the Rohtak District
Crazeteer of 1910, This is the sixth in the series of reprinted gazetteers
of Haryana., Every care has been laken in maintaining the complete
nginatity of the old gazeticer while reprinting, Lextend my appreciation
L She ALK, Sain, Editor, Gazelteers and Sh. 1.S. Nayyar, Assistan(, who
have handled the work with efficiency and care in the reprinting of this
volume.

T am very thankful to the Controller, Printing and Stalionery,
Haryana and his statt in the press for expeditiously completing the work
of reprinting. |

neptember, 1998
Jeet Ram Ranga
Toint State Editor (Gazetteers)
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PREFACE.

Taw revizion of the Gazettecr of Rohtak was taken up shortly
aror the census of 1901, bat ultimately left Lo the Settlement
Officer #s a pavergon.  Whon I joine:d the distriet af the end of
1005, I found a variety of material colleeted by a vumber of officors,
but iittle of it revised and wost of it already out of date.  Where 1
have made use of this material, I have attompted to ackuvowledge
its authorahip as far as could ba ascertained lvom handwriting or
style. The Dhasis of the present cdition, ab least of the first two
chapters, is, however, Mr, Fapshawe's Settlemont Report of 1850,
a report which the Government of India described as 10 almost
avery respevt tho model uf what a settlement report should bhe.”
I have oot bhesitated to mcorporate whole passages from this
report, nobing any covrections that the lapsa of time rendered
necessavy. Vo these robberica 1 have confessed in the text, but
thoro are probably also many puetty thefts indfferently eoucealed.

The gazetteer has been wrilten amid great pressure of oviher
work, very interwittently. The vesult is a mixture of stylea and
persong, which has the advantage of wcowomising the tount of
capital I's.

Rowreax : €. JOSEI'H,
20th dugust 1910. Deputy Commissivoer and

Seltlenent Officer.
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CHAPTER |.-DESCRIPTIVE.

——— e

Section A—Physical Aspects. CHAP.IA
1. The name of Rohtak, or Robtag as it is often written 3‘?&?33
and pronounced, is #sid to be a corruption of Rohtasgarh, a
namo still applied to the ruined sites of two older citics oune ?&’;‘;‘m"“d
lying immediately mnovth of tho present town and the other
about 3 miles to tho cast. Traditionally it i8 named after
Réja Robtes in whoae day the city waa built and the name
recurs in that of a celebrated tank outzide the town of Gobana.

2. The district to which Rohtak has given its name belonged Boundaries
to the Hissir Division nutil 1894 when the three districts of that X<, ©"9&
Commissionersbip wero worged in the prosent Delli Division.
14 liea between morth latitude 238° 21" and 29“ 19 and east
longitude 76" 15" and 77° &', far beyond the southern boundary of
the Panjab proper, on the confinea of Rajputava, and is in
shape extrnodinarily like Irelend wilh the south-oastern portion
of the Jhajjar tahsil superadded. The greatest length is 63 miles,
and the greatest breadth 43, wlile so compact @ distriet is it
that with the exception of n few villagee in the extreme north
of the Gohana tahsil and a bund to the south of the Jhajjar tahsil
ruvning to a breadth of 12 miles, the whole district lies within a
radius of 25 miles from Vhe civil station of Rolitak which is the
administrative bead-quarters.

With an area of 1,797 square miles the disirict 1g little wore
than half the usnal #ize of w Panjub district, and stands twenty-
fonrth iu order of area wuong the 29 districts of the provines,
comprising [‘8 per cout. of the total aren.  Inovder of population,
however, it stands Lwentivtl with 3°1 per cent. of tho total popula
tion by tho censas of 1901, while in extent of cultivation it rayks
twellth and io the amoun! of it8 revenuo sevonth,

The coutre of the district 1s aboul 700 feet ubove sou level,
and the fall of the country as far us the Jhajjur border ia from
north to gouth at about one fool per mile.  Ta Jhajjur the slope is
slightly from south lo north, and thoe distviet is remarkuble as tho
point where the watershed of Malwa to the uorth-west chiangos to
that of Rajputana from the south. In the northers tabsils theve is
also a very considerable slope from west to east. The district is
bouuded on the north by Jind territory and the Panipal tabsil of
Karnal; on the =asi by the Soncpat and Delhi tahsils of el
and the Gurgaon talsil of Gurgaon; on the south by the Pataudi
State, tho Rewari (ahsil of Gurgaon, and the Nahar villages of
Dujana; and on tho west by the Dadri parganas of Jind, the
Bbiwsui and Hinpsi talsils of Iissar and tho wmain berritory of
Jiml,
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8. The district np to 1910 contained four talisils, Gohana to
the north, Jhajjar fo the south, and Robtak sod Sampla weet and
enst respectively, in the centre. The Sampla tahsi! was however
abolished in 1910 aud a re-distritmtion of the distriet into
threa tabsils elfected. Tn the middle of the district, just where
the old Robtak, Samplaand Jbhajjar tahsila couverged, lies an island,
completely sarrcunded by the Kohtak villngea and consisting of 2
estates of Dujana and Melrana with an area of 11} square miles

. » ' i ¢ s v
which form a portion of the territory of the Nawab of Dujana.

4. Thengh Robhtak has no grand scenery the canals with their
belts of trecs, the hines of sund-hills, the jhilg that still sometimes
form in Jhajjar and a few smnli rocky lills in the south-west of
that tabsil—Lst spars of the Aravalli systom—together with the
striking appearsuce OF many of the village habitations, give the
district wore Variety of [uature than is uanally met with iu the
Puaxjab pliins.  The casterr: border Lies at tho sume low “level as
the Delld braneh of the Western Jumnn Canat and the Najafgarh
jhil into which Hows the drainage of the S8alithi avd Indort streania
that cross the svath-sastein coruer of Jhajjar.

5. Of thesc two streams rigsing in the Mewst Lills an excellont

aeeount s given in My, Fansbawe'a Scttlement Report of 1580,
*“''hie Bahibi 7, he writed, * viges ju the Mowat hills running up {rom
Jeypur to Alwar near Manobarpuy and Jitgarh, which are gituated
about 30 miled north of the capital of 1ho farmer Ntate, Gathering
volume from a hundred palty Liabutavies, it forms a broad stream
along the booudary of Alwar and Patan, aud erossing the novih-
west cornar of the Tormer bulow Nimranah and Shabjchanpur,
enters Rewdti above Kole Kilzim.  From this point it Hows dne
north through Rewirt sd  Pataudi (puasing seven miles east of the
former town, aoed theee iniles west of the latter), to Lohari 1o the
south-east comer of the Jhajpur tabsily whoch it reaches after a
conrse of over 100 wiiles,  Plowing through Lobart and throwing
off bravches inds Mataudab wwd  Kheri-Sultan, 6. agnin  passes
through the Gurgaim distriety tll it finally entors Rohtak ot the
village of Kutani.  T'he lodori rises nowr the old ruined eity and
fort of Indor perchal on the Mewat bills, west of the Guigaon town
of Noh. Oue main branch goes off north-west and joins the Sahibi
bed on the gouthe:n boeder of 1he Rewiri talisil; while the eollected
waters of a number of feeders of the north branch pass three mniles
waest of Taoro, spreand oyvor the low lands round Bahorah, and  ulti-
mately alsu full anto the Salibi near tbe south of Pataudi. Tho
two streans luve vo sepurato bed now wbove this point ; the ovast
branch in Kutan, which is enlled tho Indori, really takes off Lhree
miles below the .Hx:uléj;u- Lorder fromn the game bed as the west
branch or Sabibi. The resson why tho Indori pregeryes its
separate o and = almost e bebter known of the twu slreams,
18 Lthat vwing to the proxinnty of ibs sources ita Hoods appear afber
& moderato raiufali, while the Salihi, whick flows o long diztance
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Rourag Disaerer]. [Parr A.

through a dry and sandy conntry, comes down in volome only iy CEAP. I, A.
years of heavy rain.  Under nutive vule, morcover, the Sahili wsed Pomed
to be dammed across at Kole [ivim and Jharthal on the south  Aspects.
border of Rewir, and s walers were divérted (o the weal, 80

that only the Tndori Aloods Hlowed denwn (he Saliby channel.  Still

in spite of the two names it 2 an undonbred fact, that there s only

ooe cLannel by which the wnited waters of ot h these streams enter

the Rohtak distiret.”

“On veaching Kufani, the stream divides into favo hranches,
Ooe passes doo narth and jomns the dapression befween Yuknhpuv
and Fnttehpor, the other tnrns wesl, and o Naglalh again divades,
the one hranch passing ap 1o the low bouls above Dadvi, and the
other continuing wesl to Zahidpor, - After throwing an arn juto
tho Batherah jlal, the latfer turns novth o Aurngpar, and  flows
throngh a lake thero along the fool of the sand-lills to Silimah aod
the two Silavis. At this poml 16 changes i18 convso abrptly (o
the east, and passes throngh a gap in the sand-hills to the laka
hetwiren Kote Kolal and Sarah, and thience working south to tho
lakes of Kiloi and Padei, (where iria joined by tle Lranch aning
north fram Naglah) f2lls mito the expanse Tetween Sondhi, Yakub-
pur aud Fattelipmr, to which (ha beanel from Kotani Hows  direet.
From bere the re-nnited sbream s harply fo the north again,
and passing throngh o second sand ridge, between  atbehpir and
Niwanah, onters Ladli threugh the masonvy shhices of the often
threatened but still existing band of Nawab Feiz Mibammad Khan.
Thence it passes into the Delli district by two arms, the hest de-
fined going throngh Dowarkbanah and Lohat to Dhindasa, and the
other by a huge shallow sweep up the west side of Badli and uoder
the town. When the floods come down in {ull volume, all the de.
pressions nlong their conrse Bl from #ide 1o side: the water general-
ly rises in a few days and pagses off in two er three weeks. Thae
lnkes above Anrangpor and below Kote Kalal and Surah nevor dry,
and even the others nsually retain some waler in the Jowest parta
of their beds all the year round. "tho Najafgarh jhil lies five miles
distaut from the Jhajjar border, and throws out from the eontrs
and northern end two shallow depressions, fourieén miles and cight
miles long, back to Bupuuiah and Bahadurgarh ; while the low.lying
lands of Jhajjar are thus irrigated by the streams as they come
down to the jhil, those of Samypla are uffected by floods passing up
from the over-filled jhil itsclf. ‘The view cf the lakes with theip
walers rondered intensely biue by the surrounding sand-hilla, fring-
ed with Inxuriant cropa of wheat aud sngarcane, wnd covered with
flocks of ducks, gcese, aud Bnow-white pelicans, is very Leautiful iy
the spring.”

Had the present edition «f the gazetteer been eompiled two
years ago this account wonld not have re-appeared, Dams jn the
native states through which these strcams pass and perhaps cxtend-
ed cultivation and diminished rainfall had for many years left to the
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Rohtak distriet little move than a fond recollection of the Sahibi
and Indori.  For 20 years no real flood, distinguishahle by the red
colanr of the silt carried in the \m.tm, hadd coma down the old
chanuels, but in 1903 and 1909 the floods re-appeared. Natore
conformod in almost overy detail to the picture drawn above. The
#1ld fow] and the pelicnng swarmod into their ancient haunts, sven
sugareans venfured an appearance. Bul the efllux of the Najaf-
garh jhil never veached Bupaniah and Bahadurgarh.  Water came
az fac as Mundhela io the Delhi district where it was held up by
blacking the bridge on the branch voad of the old cnstoms line,
Bitter dlﬁ}mtoa arose between Muovdbela amd the Rohtak villages,

which were vefevecd to the Seitlement Oflicers {or Adjlldiﬂ%iOﬂ.
Tha difficulty is that Mundhelz Jies low and must he protacted from
inundation, A pillar hag Seen eroclod close ta the village, and it
bas besn decide d that the Auods must he allowed in futme, if they
ever come, o low unrestrained towards Bopaniah vntil tho water

venchies the Tevel of tie pillar when the Mundbela peaple may block
the bridgo.  1n point of [nct Bupaviab iz anlikely to get any water
for the configuration of the country 18 ancl that t can harldly do

so without disastar to Mandhel. 1, and that is & price that connot
be paid.

Of another stream, tle Kashaoti, that used to flow from the
Jhajjar border near Kozli to dhajjar itself, an acconnt will be found
in paragraph G of Mr. Fanshawe’s repomt, but that stream has beén
dead for move than 20 yeara. On Lthw other hand in 1903 a flood
appeared {rom an unknown sourea in the south of the tahsil and

held up by the railway embavlkment turned Lback and washed away
the V\llago of Mohanbari,

6. In the contro of the district, at a pont a few miles from
the low castern border, the suarface gradually mises to a lovel
platean, which stretehes as far as the town of Rohtak and is ronghbly
demarcaled erst and west by two rows of sand-hills, Trom the
westory lue ia a furthur gradnal rise up to the Hissar border,
whero it ends in a third bigh range of sand-hilla; the castern line
of sand-lbilis runs on with breaks hero and there into the J hnjjar
tahsil crossing it obliguely 1o tho sonth-sast und rising hare to a
cosiderablo clevation. Here too the faco of tho countr y altors,
the surface becomes more nndulating, the soil lighter and the water
lovel nearer. In tbe Dahri circle of Jha]]ar the old flood
ground of the Tudori and Sakibj, it is nol more than 15 to 80 feet
below the surface and dhenklis are often worked in favourable looali-
ties. Tho depth below the surface to the water in villages which
are nol affected by flood, canals or drainage lines, testifies to the
gencral exterior Louﬁcruramou of Lhe (,ounbry TFor oxample, lhﬁ
level is 106 feot in and around Mehm in the west, and nearl
much near Beri iu the centre of tho district, 50 fcet in the hur

circle of Jhajjar and the sume in and avound Mandauthi near the
Delhi border. .
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