CHAPTER XV
EDUCATION AND CULTURE

HisTORICAL BACKGROUND

Prior to the 19th century, there was no regular system of edu-
cation in anv part of the district. The indigenous system of education
as prevalent in other parts of the then Haryana was followed here.
Some sorl of education was imparted in maktabs, pathshalas and chat-
shalas. The makrabs were Persian or Arabic schools where the Koran
was learnt or Arabic was taught. These schools were in mosques where
mosque-attendant tanght them as a religious duoty, In  Pathshals, the
cducation was religious and Brahman boys resorted to them for priestly
lore and astrology. Chartshalas were Mahajini schools where padha
taught Jlamde and accounts to shopkeeper boys generally. The atten-
dance in these schools was not regular. The well-to-do families taunght
their wards at home by engaging private teachers.

There was only one middle school at Rewari in 1857, To make
the education available to the people in the remote corners in the villages
away from the tahsil headguariers or towns, the government devised
a plan and set up halkabandi or circle schools, i.e. one school in every
circle (hatka) comprising ten to 20 wvillages. Since the halkabandi schools
calered to the needs mostly of the peasantry and subjects studied here
“were closcly connected with agricultural pursuits and reguirements”.
These schools were financed jointly by the government and the publicl,

The schools existed at Rewan in 1877-78 are as follows 11—

Government Schools Pupils on roll Teachers

Hindu Muslim Other Total

1. Dhstrict School, Rewari 112 18 2 132 6
2. Middle Schools, branch
to Dnstrict School,

Rewarn 69 15 l 85 2
3. 6 Lower School branches

to District School,
Rewari 291 48 - 339 14

1. Marration of the Proceedings of the Lt. Governor (NWT), No. 2 of the first
guarter of 1857; Report on the Popular Education in the NWP for 1859-60, pp. 43-44.
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The school at Rewari wuas made a high school in 1880 and there
were 14 primary schools, one sach at Dharuhera, Bikaner, Khor, Masani,
Turkiawas, Gurawada, Shahjahanpur, Gokalgarh, Dahina, Garhi, Hasanpur,
Jatusana, Bharawas and Balwan i 1881-82. Towards the beginning of
the 20th century. there were 30 primary schools in Rewari tahsil and
a high school at Rewari.

~ With the opening of government schools, the guahty ol instruction
in the lower schools as compared to that in the indigenous schools
improved. The agricultural classes paid the school cess and local rate
but did not send their children for instruction. In many of the wvillage
schools there was a preponderance of the boys of the trading classes,
which paid little towards this support. In any case fecs charged from
these classes was wvery small. Very few girls received any education
beyond what their parents taught them'.

In 1870, schools werc opened at Narpaunl and Kanaud and the
teachers of the indigenous schools were taken info state service who
taught Persian, the only subject of instruction. The progress of educa-
tion was very slow as  the erstwhile princely states paid little aitention
towards it. Shri Kishori Lal Sanskmit School was established at
Narnaul in 1877

In 1902, there were schools at Mahendragarh, Warfaul and Nangal
Chaudhry, These schools were housed in their own bujldings and func-
tioned under the supervision of the Junior Inspector of Schools of
Barnala Circle. The direct responsibility for the supervision of the
schools vested in the Inspector who wisited each school at least twice
a4 year.

[n the beginning of the 2th century, there was a school at
MNarnaul where Arabic was taught. In the above scheol, the Bagdadi
Quida and Al-Quran were taught first and then the Mizan-us-Sarf, Sart-
- Mhr,- Nahav-Mir, Qafia and Shafia were taught

Artisans” boys, such as hlacksmiths, carpenters, poldsmiths, tailors,
etc. were taught by skilled artisans who were presenied with a rupee
and some sweets by their apprentices.

Before the regular system of education in the Bawal nizgmat in
1863 A.D., mensuration was confined, as a hereditary occupation, to a
few familics called mirdah who received a small salary from the Nabha
state and dues 1o grain at ecach harvest from the villages.

1. F.C. Channing, Lord Revenne Sceftlement aof the Gurgaon Dismrict, 1882, pp. 54-55.
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In 1863, a single-teacher school was opened at Bawal, In samval
1939, a Nagrni poncdit was added to the stalt of the school and the
teaching 1 Mathematics was  also introdoced, In 1898 AD. a Head
Master and a sccond Master werc appomted.

The school al Bawal was upgraded to the status of middle stan-
dard in 1899 A.DD. The primary schools were also opened at Kantd
and Kanima in 1839, These schools were open to all eastes but the
fees were charged from non-agneulturists; the sons of cultivators being
exempt.

The district remaimed backward im the sphere of education till
Independence  although an Ahir High School was opened al Rewari
in twenties of the present century, In 1945, the management of the
school opencd Ahir college and initiated post-matric education in the
district. After Independence and particularly after the formation of
Harvana in 1966, the district made rapid strides in edocation, In 1977-T8,
there were 372 primary schools, 2 middle schools, 94 high'higher secon-
dary schools, 10 colleges and 8  industrial  training  institutes/schoolsf

centres.
MEDIUM OF IWNSTRUCTION

The medinm of instruction m the distnet s -Hindi.  According
to the policy adopted by the State Government n April, 1967, the
teaching of Hindi as the first compulsory language and as mediom of
mmstruetion  begins from class [, Ewnglish is taught from the 6th class
25 a sccond compulsory lanpuage. Safesuards have also been provided
for hngwstic minoritics, The teaching of Urdu/Pamaly as an additional
subject from the Ist primary class is provided if there are 10 students
m a class or 40 in a school at the primary stage or 1/3 of the total
number of students n the school at secondary siage, desirous to study
thigs language. But the mecdium ol instroction and the first language
even for such school, temains Hindi

After the creation of Harvana state on November I, 966, the
whole of the state became a uni-lingual Hindi speaking staic. With
the passing of the Ilaryana Official Lapguage Act, 1963, Hindi became
the official language of the state, It was introduced in the adminis-
tration at all levels on Janwary 26, 1969.

EpucATioN OF SCHEDULED [CASTE AND OTHER BACKWARD (CLASSES

During Pre-Independence period, the members of the Scheduled
Castes were forced by the caste-ridden society to keep their wards at
home without receiving eduocalion. [wven their eniry to the indigenous
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institutions was not allowed. The rulers of erstwhile princely stlates
did not pay any attention to reform their conditions. As compelled
by the above ecircumstances, they put their children to work on odd
jobs in order to supplement their meagre mmcome., Thus their children
were deprived of all opportunities to gel educafion. Nothing was donc
for the uplifiment of socially and economically downtrodden people.

Generally, the whole area remained backward in the sphere of edu-
cation ecven after Independence. In order to ameliorate the cducational
conditions of the Scheduled Castes/Backward Classes, the government has
been persuading them to avail of liberal concessions granted from time
to time, The students are specifically awarded scholarships and granted
exemptlion from [lees. A facility of reimbursement of cxamination fees
is provided to them.

The number of Scheduled Castes students studymmg n  different
schools in the district, during 1977-78, was as under

Type of Institution Number of Scheduled Casi.q-:s_
Students
Boys Girls Total
High/1ligher Secondary Schools 3,237 736 3,973
Middle Schools 3,086 758 3,844
Primary Schools 6,999 2,687 9,686
Grand Total : _ 15,322 4,181 19,303

The tctal number of collegians belonging to Scheduled Castes as
on March 3I, 1978, was 3583 (374 boys and 9 girls).

Incentives

In order to encourage the boys and girls belonging to poor families
towards cducation, & rteduced scale of fee is charged from them. The
education is free for all whose family income is less than Rs. 1,000 per
annum in the case of boys and less than Rs. 3,000 per annum in the
case of pgirls. Boys whose family income is between Rs. 1000 and
Rs. 3.000 are charged fee at half rates. Boys whose familv income cx-

ceeds Rs. 3,000 per annum are charged fee al full rates whereas the
pirls in this category are charged fee at half rates
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The stedents belonging to  Scheduled Castes and other Back-
ward Classes. who are studying in 9th, [0th apd 1lth classes, are given
scholarship at the rate of Rs. 8 per mensem under the State Harijan Wel-
fare Scheme, provided the mcome of their parents/guardians does not
exceed Rs. LAO0 per annum, They are also allowed refund of exami-
nation fees, Scheduled Castes are exempled from the payment of tuition
fee, but the students belonging to other Backward Classes are allowed
this concession subject to the above incomc condition.

Scheduled Castes students are also  given assistance under the
Government of India Post Matric Scholarship Scheme. This  includes
refund of examination fee, tution fee and other compulsory charges.
The rate of assistance wvaries from Rs 27 to Rs 75 according to

different income slabs.

MNo tuition fee is charged from the children of serving defence
personnel or of defence personnel whoe have becn killed or disabled during
national emergency,

Educational Set-up

The District Education Officer, Narnaul, is responsible for the
administration and control of all primary, middle and high and higher
secondary schools. The control of college education has been wvested
with the Director Public Instruction (Colleges), I—Im*:,'ﬁnz:HE Chandigarh.
The District Education Officer at district level, besides other allied stafl,
15 assisted by a Depuiy Education Officer. FEither the Distriet Education
Officer or the Deputy Education Officer has to be a woman for con-
sultation of matters relating to woman teachers.

General Education

General education is imparted through schools and colleges in the
State, The school education is completed 1n three stages—primary, middle
and high/higher.

The course of primary education covers a period of five years.
On April |, 1961, it was made compulsory to cover the maximum
children. Since then some improvement was noticed throughout the
district. Almost all the primary schools are co-educational. The total
number of primary schools in the distriet in 1977-78 was 372 (540 for
boys and 32 for girls). The total number of students on roll during the
same period was estimated at 64.341(42,571 boys and 21,770 girls).

The compulsory and free education at primary level affected the
middie school education with positive results, Subsequently the number
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of schools and students increased. The total number of middle schools
during 1977-78 was 82 and number of students during the same period
stood at 27,667(21,235 boys and 6,432 girls).

For a majority of students the high/higher secondary stage has
to be a terminal point. It provides a preparatory stage for limited
number of students who intend joining higher education.

The total number of high/mgher secondary schools with 351,265
students (49,728 boys and 10,537 girls) was 94 on March 31, 1978.

Higher Education

The origin of the post-matric education can be traced to 1945
when Ahir College, Rewari was opened. 1In 1977-78. therewere 10 colleges
including 2 teachers training collepes, as mentioned below

1. Government College, Narnaul

Government College, Mahendragarh

Rao Birender Singh College of Education, Rewarn
Ahir College, Rewarni

Kishanlal Public Collepe, Rewari

Rao Bahal Singh College for Women, Rewarit
Satish Public College of Education, Rewari

Rastriya Jubilee College, Rewari

PR T - ST A S

Janta College, Bawal
10. Sri Krishana College, Kanwal
A brief account of each of these institutions is given as under :—

Government College, Narpaml. —The collepe was started in 1954,
Initially it was started in the building of the Government High School,
MNarnaul, but in 1956 it was shifted to its newly constructed building.

Affiliated to Kuruokshetra University, Kurukshetra, the collepe
provides courses in science, commerce and homanities upto degree level
and post graduate course in Geography and Geology.

The library of the college is stocked with 35,209 books and it
has open shelf system. It subscribes to 53 journals and periodicals.

1. EHao Bahal Singh College for women, Rewari was closed down in 1977-T8.
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In 1977-78, there were 2,055 students including 109 girls on its
roll. It had 73 members on its teaching staff.

Government Callege, Mahendragarh.—Originally started in 1966 as
a private institution under the name of the Mahendragarh Degree College,
it was taken over by the governmment in 971,

Affiliated to Maharishi Dayanand Umiversity, Rohtak, the college
provides courses in Science, Commerce and Humanities upto degree level.

The college Nhbrary contains 21,314 books. A book bank was
also started withthe help of University Grants Commssion. The college
magazine, Mary Maodhvi, 15 also published once a vear.

In 1975-76, there were 1.053 students which declined to E17 m
1977-78, It had 43 members on its teaching staff.

Rao Birender Singh College of Education, Rewari—Initially the
college  was started as a Department of Education attached to Ahir
College, Rewari, in 1953, But in 1959, it was established as an inde-
pendent institution. It is affihated to the Mahanshi Dayanand University,
Rohtak and provides degree and post-graduate courses in education. It
also  provides Junmior Basic Teachers Training and MNursery Teachers
Training Courses,

The college library contains 14,678 books. A book bank has also been
set up to provide facilities of giving free books to the poor students. It
has three hostels, two for boys and one for girls. It brings out & magazine,
The Modern Education, annually.

In 1977-78%, therc were 342 students on its roll. Tt had 16 members
on its  teaching  stall,

Ahir College, Rewari.—It i5 the oldest institution of the district and
was opened in 1945 by Ahir  Education Board,

The college is affiliated to Maharishi Dayanand University, Rohtak
and provides courses in Science, Commerce and Humanities upto degree
level,

It is equipped with laboratorics for Science and Geography, well
stocked library and a reading room. There is & book bank for the needy
studenis.  The institution has its own hostel. It publishes its magazine,
The Phoenix, anmually,

The number of students on the roll during 1977-78, was 1,151, It had
34 members on its teaching staff,
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Kishan Lal Public College, Rewari.—The college was founded in July,
1964, Housed in a two-storeyved building consisting of several blocks, it
has an open-air theatre, vast play grounds, spacious lawns, well-equipped
laboratories, botanical and zoological muscums and a library with @ stock of
18,210 books.

The college imparts instruction upto  degree level in  the facultics of
Humanities, Science and Commeree and is affiliated to the Maharishi Dayanand
University, Rohtak. Tramming in N.C.C. and N.5.5. is also imparted to the
students. A number of literary and cultural functions are arranged fo incule-
ate the spirit of public speaking and to encourage healthy pursuits among
the students.

The mapazine ‘Jigyasa’ is published once a vear. The number of
students on its roll in 1977-78 was 1,600, It had 47 members on iis teaching
staff.

Satish Public College of Education, Rewari.—The college was established
in July, 1969. 1ILis siluated on Sohna-Delhiroad. It is affiliated to Maha-
rishi Dayanand University, Rohtak and provides course in eduocation upto
degree level. It also provides Nursery Teachers' Traming, Art and Crafis
Teachers' Training and Junior Basic Training {Home Craft) courscs.

The college has a library contaiming 6,500 “hooks. It subscribes
to more than 47 journals and periodicals. There is also a book bank for the
needy and deserving students. It publishes a magazine, Sarish Patrike,
annually.

The total number of students on roll duning  1977-78, was 150 (93 boys
and 57 girls). The Teachers” Training Course {Art and Crafts) had 45
students during  1976-T8. There were 41 students of the J.B.T. {IHome Crafis)
during the session of 1976-78.

Rastriva Jubilee College, Rewari.—It was established in 1972 by the
Rastriva Education Board, Rewari. It is afliliated to M.D. University,
Rohtak and provides courses in Aris upto degree level

There were 25 students in 1978 onits roll. Tt had 9 members on its
teaching staff,

Janta College, Bawal.l,—The college was  established mn 1974,
Affiliated to the Maharishi Dayanand University, Rohtak, it provides courses
in Arts upto degree level.

1. The collepe was taken over by the gnvm-'ﬂ.ment in Januoary, 1980,
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There were 192 (145 boys and 47 girls) students on roll in 1977-78. It
had & members on 1ls tcaching staff.

Sri Krishana College, Kanwali.—The college was established in 1967,
Itis affiliated 1o Maharishi Davanand University, Rohtak and provides courses
m Aris and Commerce upto degree level, It had 203 students (191 boys
and 12 girls) on eoll in 1977-78. 1t had 9 members on its teaching staff. It
has a library containing 2,302 books.

Oriental College.—There is only one institution for the teaching of
sanskrit  , vie. Shrt  Kishori  Lal  Sanskrit  Mahavidyalya, Narnaul
Initially, 1t was established as 4 school in 1877 but in 1937 | it was raised to
college level,  The college 15 housed in its own buwlding having hostel and
library, It provides courses in Pragya (Proficiency in Sanskrit) , Fisharad
(Higher Proficiency in  Sanskrit), Shastei (Honours  in Sanskrit) and Pra-
Mhakar (Honours in Hindi) and is aililiated to Maharishi Dayanand University,
Rohtak. The education is[ree and scholarships to all studenls at varying
rates  are awarded, Besides, the collcge provides courses in Sanskrit for other
institutions and Universitics. In 1977-78, there were 202 students (including
41 girls) on roll

TecHNICAL EDUCATION AND INDUSTRIAL TRAINING

There 15 no engincering  mstitule m the district,  Hewever, industrial
training s provided te men and women with a view to ensuring  a steady
flow of skilled workers in different trades,  Training is provided in enginge-
ring and non-engineering  trades.  Imitially an industrial school was opened
for girls at Narnaul in 1955, Later industrial training institutes were opened
at Mahendragarh and Narnaul in 1962 and 1963 respectively.  In 1964, govern-
ment industrial schools for girls  were opened at Mahendragarh and Rewari.
In 1974, teachers’ training courses for girls in cutting and taioring and
embroidery and needle work were added 1n Government Industnal School,
Narnaul and a Rural Artisan Training Centre was opened at Mahendragarh.

Traming 1n industrial training institutes 18 provided in various cralis for
the award of Nalional Trade Certificate of All India Council of Yocational
Training, New Delhi.  Incentives are provided by way of award of stipend
of Rs. 25 per mensem per student on poverly cum merit basis to one-third
of the students on roll in each institution. Trainees belonging to Scheduled
Castes are given a stipend of Rs. 43 per mensem. Besides technical training,
medical aid, workshop clothes and hostel accommodation are provided free
to all trainees, The trammng programme ranges [rom one year 1O two  years,

The details of institutions alongwith the vear of establishment and
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trades or crafts provided as in 1978 are given below

8. No. Name of the Institution

1 2

-

Year of

Trades/

establishnient Cralts

3

provided
4

Duration of
COurse

5

1. Industrial Training Institute,
Mahendragarh

2. Industrial Training Institute,
MNarnaul

1962

1963

Turner,

Fitter,
Motor

Mechanic,
Machinist.
Electrician,
Radio and
TV
Mechanic

Sheet Metal
Moulder,
Welder,
Carpenter,
Stenopraphy
{Hindi),
Cutting and
Jailoring
Machinist,
Fitter,
Electrician,
Turner,
Wireman,
Radic & TV
Mechanic,

Diraftsman
(Civil)

Moulder
Welder,
Sheet Metal,
Carpenter,
Stenography
(Hindi),
Cutting

& Tailoring
and
Embroidery

2 vears

1 Year

2 Years

| ¥ear
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1 2 3 4 3

3 Government Industrial School 1955 Cutting & 1 Year
for Girls, Narnaul Tailoring,
Embroidery
and Needle
work &
Teachers’®
Training
Course in
Cutting
and
Tailoring or
Embroidery
and Needle
work
4. Government Industrial School 1964 Cutting and 1 Year
for Girls, Rewari Tailoring &
Embroidery
and Needle
: work
3. Government Industrial 1964 Cutting and 1 Year
School for Garls, Mahendragarh Tailoring
and
Embroidery
and Needle
work
6. Rural Artisan Training Centre, 1974 Weaving, 1 Year
Mahendragarh -+ Carpentry,
General
Mechanic
and Wireman

Besides, the government had  recognised a few  private institutions
for providing training in industrial trades to girls. The training in foot-
wear and hide and flaying is also provided in Government Footwear Insti-
tute, Rewari and Government Hide and Flaying and Utilisation of Carcass
Centre, Rewar.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Physical education js mainly a part of general education. Due
attention 15 paid towards games, sports, tournaments and other extra-curri-
cular activitics. Physical education provides foundation for emotional
balance and good  social adjustment to the young children,
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In colleges, a D.P.E. (Dircctor, Phiysical Fducation) and in high and
higher secondary schools, a P.T.I. (Phvsical Training Instructor) look after
the physical education. In the middle or primary schouls, a few teachers
are detailed for this work , The Assistant Education Oifficer [or physical
training supervises and guides the physical education in schools.

Promotion of sports and games.—The development of body 15 as import-
ant as the development of mind. The sports activities include panchayat
tournaments at the block and district levels, school tournaments at the zone
and district  levels and open tournaments at  the district level. The colleges
organise inter-college and University tournaments.

Representative teams from different panchayats take part in the block
tournaments and then the block teams compete further at district level. The
Deputy Commissioner 15 overall incharge for the management and control of
such sports in the district.

The school tournaments are controlled by a District  School Tourna-
ments Committee under the chairmanship of the District  Education Officer.
The rural sports centres promote sports at the following places ;

Sr. No. Name of Institution Gume
I. Government High School. Volley-Ball and Athletics
sechma
2. Government Iligh School, VUII{:}'-E;H and Athletics
Notana
3. Government High School, Do
Akbarpur
-4.. Government High School, Do
Bariawas
5. Government High School, Do
Mandoia
6. Government High School, Do
Khori
7. Government High School, Do
Pali
8. Government High School, Do
Krishan Nagar
9. Government High School, Football and Athletics
Dongra Ahir
10. Government High School, Do

Bawal
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11. Government High School, o - Football & Athletics
Nangal Chaudhry

12, Government High School, Da
Sulkha

13. Government High School, Do
MNikhri

‘4. Government High School, Hockey & Athletics
Korigwas

5. Geovernment High School, Do
Kanwali

16. Government High School, Basketball & Athletics
Bachhod

17, Government High School, Do

Gokalpur-Kumbhawas

18. Government Middle School, Do
Nangal Pathani

There are various sports associations  which organise cpen tournaments
for different games. The coaching camps are also organised to train young
sportsmen with modern techniques by the expert coachesg of the Sports
Department. Lor the promotion of sports in the district, there 15 a District
Sports Officer who controls the sports activites incluoding  the rural  sporis
centres and coaches throughout the district. The following coaching ceéntres
have been established in the district  for promotion of sports |

5. Nao. Name of the Game/Sport Place
1. Athletic MNarnaul
2. Yoga Do
3. Hockey Rewari
4. Hockey Kanwali
5. Basketball Nangal Pathani
6.  Football Krishan Nagar
7. Volleyball Notana
8. Volleyball Motla Kalan

9. Wresthng Mahendragarh



280 MAHENDRAGARL DISTRICT GAZETTEER

perindicals for general reading. It 18 open o public and 20 to 30 persons
visit it dauly.

Janta Library, Bawal.—lt was started .an 1952 by a private organi-
sation. ILhas 5,933 booksvalumg approdimatcly Rs. 15,000, It subscribes
o dailies/ periodicals for general reading.  Itis open to general public and
about 40 to 50 persons wvisit it daily.

Aggarwal Library, Rewari.—Set up in 1942, it 15 run by a private
organisation. [t has 4,300 books wvalmng  approximately Rs. 14,000,
It subscribes to dailics/perindicals for general reading. About 70 persons
vigil the Ijhrary daily.

Masa Bharti Library, Kanina.—It has been running  under the auspices
of the Sanskrit Vikas Panshad at Kanina since 1973, with the help of
public support, It has abouwt [.200 hooks wvaluing  approximately Rs,

4,000,

Municipal Library, Narmaul.—Sel up in 1954, it s situated in the heart
of the town at Munak Chowk. It has 4,101 books on differeat subjects
valuimg aporoximately Rs. 24,606, The Administrator  of the municipality
looks after its functioning. It subscnibes toa number of dailies and pericdicals
for general reading. About 60 persons visit  (he library daily.

Municipal Library, Atcli.—Set up in 1956,fit is tun by the Municipal
Committes, Ateli. It has about 1,548 books of all kinds and their esti-
mated cost is Rs. 10,000. Tt subscribes to a number of dailies/periodicals for
general reading. About 10 to 15 persons visit the library dauly.

Municipal Library, Rewari—It was estabhshed by the Municipal
Committee, Rewarl, in 1952 and i5 located in the Town Hall, Rewari. 1t
has about  4.000 books on different subjects and their estumated cosl is
Rs. 8,000, Tt subscribes 1o a number of dailies/periodicals for general reading.
The Admimnistrator of the municipality looks alter its funclioning. About 25
to 30 persons visit  the hibrary daily.

Municipal Library, Bawal.—The Municipal Committee, Bawal, with the
assistance of Central Library Commitlee, Haryana established  this  library
m 1968, It has about 1,185 books waluing approximately Rs, 7,000, It
subscribes 1o a number of dailies/periodicals for general reading. About 23

to 30 persons visit this library daily.

Municipal Library, Mahendragarh.—It was  established in 1953 and has
about 7,000 books. The estimated cost of these books 15 Rs 35000, It
subscribes to a number of dailies)peniodicals for  gencral reading and about

50 persons visit it daily.
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Municipal Library, Kanina.—It was set up in 1973, Tt is a small library
conlaining about 5300 books valuing approximately Rs. 1,500, It subs-
eribes 1o a number ol dailies/periodicals lor public reading.

District Library , Narpaol.—It was set up in 1962 and is housad in Zila
Parishad Hall near Bus  Stand, Narnaunl. It has 27,393 books of all kinds
vallimg approximately at Rs. 2,70,000. It subscribes to a number of dailies;
periodicals for public  reading. About 100 persons visit the library daily.

Bar Library, Narnaol.—The library was st np in 1925 for members of
the Bar Association. A full fledged librarian, appointed by the Bar, looks
after its working, There are 130 memhers of the Bar who  subscribe Rs. 5
per month. Tt has A LR. sets from the yvear 1923 to 1978, It has about
650 books consisting of AJLRs, Digest, cte. valwing approximately  Rs.
20,000, A member of the Bar can take a book for 10 paise for the first day
and 5 paise for the subscquent daws up to ten days.  No newspaper/perindical
is being subscribed at present, It is worth mentioning that it contains all
PEFSU /Joint Punjab Gazetteers.

Bar Library, Rewari.—It was set up by the Bar in 1973. Lt has about
350 books valuing approjimately Rs. B000. Tt subscribes to two dailies,
viz. The Tribune and the Hindustan Times only. There are 110 members
of the lhibrary.

Bar Libeary, Mahendragarh.—it was set up in 1977, If has about
3253 books onlaw valuing approximately at Rs. 10.000. Ewery member

can take the book free of charge.

CULTURF

The district is known to have asharams of three ancient great sages;
Chyavana on Dhosi hills, of Udalak at Siana (Mahendragarh tahsil) and of
Pipplad at Bhagot (Mahendragarh tahsil). The recovery of inseriptions and
fragmentary sculptural remains from Gurawada (Rewari tahsil) and Narnaul
indicate that some cultural activity was initiated in the region roughly during
the pericd of about four centuries, i.e. from 9th to [2th  century.

No cultural or hiterary details are available for the ancient or early
medieval period. In the 16th century, Vir Bhan, the founder of Satnami sect
at Narnaul, contributed a lot to the Hindi literature. Born in 1543 at Bijesar,
a small village mear Narnaul. the saint-poet composed a large number of
verses which are now found in his poihi, popularly known as Granth Sahib.
His brother, Jagjiwan , was also a pood scholar  and his banis are also of
literary value. In the 17th century, Khadag Sen of the district authored
several works, of which Frilokadarpang which deseribed  three worlds (lokes)
was very famous. The copies of above works are available in the Digambar
Jain Panchayat Mandir and the temple of Adinathi (Mujjafarnagar-U.P.).
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Achalkirti, a Jain Acharya of WNarnaul also wrole many books. Copies of
Vishapahara written by him in verse are available  at the office of Jain Sabha,
Jaipur and Shri Jain temple. district Mainpun {LLP.). Mir Zufar Zatal
(1659-1713) of Narpaul, a great humourist of the court of Aorangzeb was
an eminent Urdu Scholar., He wrote many good poems which have been
recently published from Lucknow. Zatal's contemporary and ‘spiritual
brother’ Abduljabil ‘Atal’, also from Narnaul, was an equally famous
bumourist. Unfortunately , none of his works is available, although his
stray verses are found in several works of the 18th century. During 18th
century Mityanand, an ascetic  of Narnaul made substantial contribution
to the Nirguma literature by his Guew Grantha and Satye-Siddharta Prikshe.
Both these works of Nityvanand are published. Lal Chand Jain of Rewart
was also a preat  scholar of the period. He wrole Sammed Shikhar Maha-
triya, in praise of the place where 20 Jain-Turhankaras got nirvan. A copy of
manuscript of the above book written by him in samvar 1895 is available at
Jain temple (Tairapanthi) at Nanwa (Bundi-Rajasthan): while another copy
of manruscript written by him in samvat 1890, is in a good condition at Shri
Digambar Jain Panchavati temple, Abupura (Mujjafarnagar). A Ilaryanvi
poet  Dedhraj of Nangipanth was born at Dharso (Marnaul tahsil)in 1771, He
was a soclal reformer who preached against social evils through simple verses
in Ahirwati dialect. His hanis arc  found in published form in Dedhraj Ke
Bunioki Pothi. He is said to have written other three works, too. but
these are not traceable so far. -

In addition to the above poets, the poet Umed Singh of Rewari and
Pandit Sukhi Ram of village Siana contributed a lot to the Hindi literalure.

The colleges and other educational institutions lay emphasis on cultural
pursuits and orgamise  cultural functions. Some of these institutions have
introduced music  and dance as a regular discipline while others have
culturzl societics for promotion of fine arts, dance, drama, music, cte.

In addition to the above points, the attributes of traditional colture are
as follows :

1. The outlook of the people 15 other-worldly. People have faith
in the doctrine of Karma. They are of the view that good deeds
in this Iife will lead to salvation from the cycle of birth and
death.

2. The people arc highly fatalist. They believe in the inevitability
of fate. They attribute their miseries and failures to fate,

b

The hold of superstitions 15 very strong. The diseases are gene-
rally attributed to evil spirits and  witcheraft, They behieve
in cure by magicians and those having supernatural powers.



