
FOREWORD 

A district gazetteer is a compendium of historical, cultural and 

socio-economic features of a district that touches upon various aspects 

of life of the people inhabiting it. It unfolds the story of the district 

and its people from the earliest times to the present.  

This is the maiden gazetteer of the district and the twelfth in 

the revised series of Haryana Gazetteers and depicts all important 

aspects of Kurukshetra district; physical, cultural, social and 

economic.  

Kurukshetra is rich in history right from ancient to modern 

period including that of Mahabharta war which was fought here 

between the Kaurvas and Pandvas. It is the cradle of Indian 

civilization and culture. It is a city with a legendary past, religious 

predominance and is the blessed land where Lord Krishna gave the 

world the timeless teachings of karma. 

 Lakhs of people come to take holy bath at Braham Sarovar on 

the occasion of Somavati Amavasya and Solar Eclipse. It is said in the 

Puranas that those who visit this area or reside here even for a while, 

go straight to heaven after death. The district is dotted with 

pilgrimages. Holy men clad in saffron and hymns filling the air 

complete the picture of Kurukshetra. 

I am sure, this Gazetteer will serve as an important  

reference book not only for administrators, research scholars, tourists, 

journalists but general public as well. 

 

 URVASHI GULATI, IAS 

CHANDIGARH Financial Commissioner and 

January, 2009 Principal Secretary to Government Haryana, 

 Revenue and Disaster Management Department. 
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PREFACE 

From times immemorial, Kurukshetra has enjoyed the proud 

privilege and honour of the foremost holy place of India. It was the 

religious and cultural capital of ancient India. The history of 

Kurukshetra is the history of Bharat in a nut-shell. Here, King Kuru 

selected his land on the banks of the sacred river Saraswati for 

spiritual culture and ploughed his fields with a golden plough. 

According to Manu, it lays between the old sacred rivers Saraswati 

and Drishadwati and was known as Bhahmavarta. This holy land of 

Kurukshetra is described in the Yajurveda as the place of sacrifices of 

Devas like Indra, Vishnu and Shiva. It is the seat of Indian 

civilization, culture and has religious importance where Lord Krishna 

delivered his sermons of Karma. Kurukshetra witnessed Mahabharta 

war between the Kaurvas and the Pandavas. 

This volume is the twelfth in the series of the revised district 

gazetteers of Haryana which has been attempted on the pattern laid 

down by the Government of India. During British regime and after 

independence (upto 1973), Kurukshetra was a part of Karnal district. 

A brief description about Kurukshetra which came into existence on 

January 23, 1973 is available in the Karnal District Gazetteers,  

1883-84, 1892 and 1915 published by the then Punjab Government. 

After the formation of Haryana in 1966, the compilation work of 

Karnal District Gazetteer was taken up and before it could be 

finalized, Kurukshetra was formed as a separate district in 1973 which 

was carved out from Karnal district. The Gazetteer of Karnal thus 

gives an eloquent commentary on the political, social and economic 

reforms introduced after independence. Since then, far reaching 

changes have taken place during the period of over 32 years including 

that of Kaithal which was carved out of Kurukshetra as a separate 

district in November, 1989. 

This first Gazetteer of Kurukshetra district, therefore, depicts 

all important aspects of physical, cultural, social and economic life of 

the people and makes mention about all the developments which took 

place while implementing various schemes both of the Central and the 

State Government.  
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Before drafting a number of sections of various draft chapters, 

information was called from the Deputy Commissioner and other 

District Officers and Heads of the concerned Departments. Census 

Reports of the Government of India, Statistical Abstracts published by 

the Planning Department of Haryana, various reference books on the 

ancient, medieval and modern period history of Kurukshetra were also 

consulted. Suggestions from eminent historians were also obtained.  

I would like to thank the Director, NW Circle, Survey of India, 

the Botanical Survey of India, the Meteorological Survey of India, the 

Geological Survey of India and all other voluntary organisations for 

providing information. 

My special and sincere thanks are due to Dr. R.S.Sangwan, 

Chairman of the History Department of Kurukshetra University who 

has spared his valuable time in vetting and finalising the History 

Chapter of this Gazetteer. I am also grateful for the valuable 

contributions made by the outgoing Editors S/Shri  Suraj Bhan Dahiya 

and Padam Ahlawat during whose incumbency, a major portion of the 

draft was prepared.  

The officers and the staff of the Gazetteers Unit e.g.  

Mrs. Veena Rani, Raj Kumar and D.M. Bhardwaj, Assistant Editors 

have put in strenuous efforts in collecting and compiling the 

information from various sources. The untiring efforts of Shri Sardul 

Singh and Mrs. Kamlesh, Senior Scale Stenographers deserve special 

appreciations in typing such a voluminous manuscript of the 

Gazetteer. 

Needless to add, my special thanks are due to Shri A.P. Sharma, 

Assistant Editor in making handsome contribution in suggesting 

improvements, in editing and resetting the whole draft of the 

Gazetteer and ensuring its mistakeless proof-reading.  

Last, but not the least, I would like to acknowledge my sincere 

thanks to Shri Ram Kishan Bishnoi, Editor Gazetteers for finalising 

the draft of this gazetteer in an efficient manner by putting in excellent 

and strenuous efforts. 
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Thanks are due to the Controller, Printing and Stationery 

Department, Haryana and all their staff for extending full co-operation 

in the printing of this volume.  

 

S.C. GOEL, IAS 

CHANDIGARH State Editor and Joint Secretary to  

January, 2009  Government Haryana, Revenue and 

 Disaster Management Department 
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