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MESSAGE

It gives me immense pleasure to know that Haryana Gazetteer's Organisation
has decided to bring out Haryana State Gazetteer, Volume-I.

Haryana is a holy land where the sacred river Saraswati once flowed and the
saints and seers wrote Puranas on its banks. It was here that the Lord Krishna delivered
the celestial message of Bhagvadgita to waivering Arjuna and since then the philosophy
of Gita has been inspiring the humanity.

The present Council of Ministers was sworn in at the holy land of Kurukshetra
on March 2, 2000 and true to the philosophy of Karma as propagated by Lord Krishna,
the Government has implemented a number of schemes and programmes to transform
the economy of the State. The Government is following the concept of welfare State,
which was initiated by Jan Nayak Ch.Devi Lal in 1987 by introducing unprecedented
welfare programmes.

Haryana, which was once deficit State, is now second largest contributor of
food grains to the Central pool. New policies-and schemes have been introduced to
realise the dream of Ch.Devi Lal of making Haryana a model State. A number of
innovative schemes like DEVIRUPAK and Devi Rakshak have been introduced to
check declining sex ratio and provide insurance cover to the people. Steps have been

taken to provide facilities at par with urban areas to the people living in rural areas.

People have been involved in the developmental process and the energies of the youth
have been channelised by introducing a new Sports Policy.

I hope, the Gazetteer would provide detailed information about the past and
present of Haryana.

My best wishes,

OM PRAKASH CHAUTALA
Chief Minister, Haryana.




MESSAGE

It is a matter of great pleasure that Haryana Gazetteer's Organisation has
published Haryana State Gazetteer, Volume-I to apprise the people not only about the
past. but also the present of Haryana, which has emerged as a trendsetter in many
spheres of development. The rich cultural heritage of Haryana, which is also known
as the cradle ofcivilisation, has been the guiding spirit for the hardy people, who have
with the dint of their hard work, played a vital role in transforming the economy of the
State.

The present Haryana Government, being led by Chief Minister, Mr. Om Prakash
Chautala, has ushered a new era of development in the State by involving the people
in the developmental process. While taking a cue from the system of holding 'Open
Darbars', initiated by Jan Nayak Ch.Devi Lal to redress the grievances of the people
at their doorsteps, Mr.Chautala has launched his ambitious programme of Sarkar Aapke
Dwar' for prompt redressal of public grievances by taking administration at their
doorsteps. This unique programme has been highly appreciated all over the country.

Now, the villages are being developed on the pattern of urban areas. The State
has emerged as a place of ultimate choice for a number of multi-national companies.
Having achieved green, white and yellow revolutions, the State is now on the threshold
of IT revolution. While taking a march towards modernity, the Government has also
taken steps to maintain its rich cultural heritage.

I am sure the Gazetteer would prove a source of authentic and useful information
concerning Haryana's past and present.

My best wishes,

DHIRPAL SINGH
Town & Country Planning,
Revenue & Housing Minister,
Haryana.



FOREWORD

The state gazetteer is acompendium depicting a fairly comprehensive picture of
the state — its physical aspects, its history, its inhabitants and their social, cultural and
economic life. When the Britishers started the tradition of the district gazetteers in
India, their main purpose was to acquaint themselves and the world at large with the
land and people of this alien sub-continent. Now the gazetteer serves as the kaleidoscope
to link the past with the present.

This is a happy occasion and a matter of satisfaction for me to present Haryana
state Gazetteer, Volume- I, which is the first State Gazetteer after the formation of
Haryana in 1966 published by theGazetteers'Organisation, Haryana. It reveals the
geography, history, demography and socio-cultural aspects of the State. When we
think of Haryana, we think of a land with an ancient past, a past of opulence and
plenty, struggle and poverty, a past of heroic struggie by its people where legend and
history meet and come alive in contemporaneity.

Haryana, the lotus land of Saraswati, the birth place of Vedic heritage, the place
where Lord Krishna preached the Gospel of Gita, is not only known for its rich cultural
heritage but also has a distinct place for its music and folklore. The enriched cultural
heritage has been preserved down the age through folklore as the recorded history
was either absent or sketchy. '

There is no disputing the fact that Haryana is as old as mankind itself and the
cradle of civilization older than the Indus and the Nile civilizations. Haryana lost its
identity after 1857 when Haryanvis took extensive part in the First War of
‘Iﬁdependence. The period 1858-1965, is a saga of utter neglect, coupled with gradual
impoverishment of Haryana both by the British Rule and Punjab Administration. When
Haryana state came into existence in 1966, it was so backward that critics even doubted
its viability. The subsequent developments in every sphere, however, made Haryana
the envy of other states. Such strides are well documented in the Haryana State Gazetteer

The compilation of such an exhaustive volume required deep research study

- and lot of hard work. The publication is definitely worth acknowledgeable. I, therefore,

would like to commend the efforts and dedication of Sh. Sarban Singh, IAS, State

~  Editor and Special Secretary to Government Haryana, Revenue Department and his

team of officers Sh. Jeet Ram Ranga, Joint State Editor and Sh. Suraj Bhan Dahiya,
; " Editorin bringing out such a historical document.



I hope that this publication would be extensively used by the media, academicians,
researchers, social scientists, administrators and general readers; a travel from dark
periods of history to the luminous present in which people of Haryana enjoy best of
agricultural prosperity, drinking water supply, roads, electricity, urban growth and
educational advance. The entire panorama can be summed up in a short proverb:
‘ST § < BYAMN meaning thereby, "Haryana is a province among provinces."

_ K. C. Sharma, [AS
Chandigarh, the Financial Commissioner & Principal Secretary
21st September, 2004 to Government Haryana, Revenue Department.



PREFACE

Gazetteer literally means a geographical index. In a wider sense, it is the
progressive revelation age by age, of the life of the people of a region. The cvents
chronicled in the gazetteer is the treasure of information covering almost all aspects of
the region. Books of travels, courtiers' accounts, biographies etc. have ample material
to-peep into the past but they do not furnish a connected account to reveal the whole
gamut of life of a particular area. During the 19th century the Britishers for the first
time attempted to document the life patterns of the different districts of India in the
form of gazetteers. With regard to Haryana region, they compiled the district gazetieers
of Hisar, Kamnal, Rohtak, Gurgaon and Ambala during the year 1883-84. This set in
the motion to bring out the district gazetteers periodically. In the new series, the
Gazetteer's Organisation of Revenue Department, Haryana has so far published the
district gazetteers of Rohtak, Karnal, Bhiwani, Ambala, Gurgaon, Hisar, Jind. Sirsa,
Faridabad, Sonipat and Mahendergarh. They are in a way the live commentary of the
past of the districts.

Haryana came into existence in 1966. As a historical entity, however, the region
has existed since time immemorial. Yet, in spite of its long history . there is hardly any
publication on the subject, which could serve as a comprehensive study of the people
of this area. This is mainly due to the fact that Haryana was generally treated as a part
of a larger province. During the medieval period, it was a part of Delhi Subah; the
British tagged it first to the Bengal Presidency (1803-1833) and later to. the North-
West Provinces until 1858. After the First war of Independence which originated
from this land, the entire Haryana region was made a part of the Punjab. On our
independence in 1947, when Punjab was partitioned, Haryana becamé a part of the
new State of East Punjab. The present Haryana State was formed on first November,
1966. The source material for a study of life of Haryana is not, and néver has been
lacking though it has to be sorted out by laborious research. The Gazctteer's
Organisation Haryana for the first time has brought Haryana State Gazetteer. This
volume brings together all information pertaining to geography, history , population,
soctal and cultural life of Haryana. A chapter on places of interest has also been included
to know the antiquity and geopolitical importance of the state. Haryana is a small state.
with atotal area of 44212 sq.kms populated by about 2.11 crore persons. [tis a vibrant
state where new social and €conomic structure is emerging now. There is a great
future for Haryana, because its people have inherited a great past and they endowed
with many qualities which provide the basis of a sound and healthy polity .

Haryana as a distinct social and cultural region goes back to ancient times. It is
the cradle of Indian civilization, tradition and culture. It occupies a pride place in the
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history of India. The great Mahabharata War was fought at Kurukshetra and the soul-
stirring message of the Gita Song Celestial' was delivered here. Bulk of Vedic literature
was composed here in the valley of the holy rivers of Saraswati and Drishadvati.
Vedic texts were memorised and passed on from generation to generation through
word of mouth. They, thus, represent a tradition transmitted through living. By and
large, Haryanvi culture is preserved in folk songs. These oral traditions form a part of
oral history and subject matter in context of Haryana demands a more sustained and
comprehensive treatment.

Archaeology is of immense importance to us in constructing the early history of
Haryana. Systematic excavations carried out at various places in the state have thrown
welcome light on Pre-Harappan and Harappan civilizations. Dr. Suraj Bhan of
Kurukshetra University, Kurukshetra and others had identified over two hundred sites
and these archaeological sites discovered led to the conclusion that the region was
peopled from very early times and was the centre of vigorous cultural and political
activity .The new very rich archaeological site at Kunal in Fatehabad district excites
us to think that Aryans did not come to India from outside but they were the original
inhabitants of this part of India, however, for the moment it is not proper to comment
further. There is at least one thing very clear from the excavations that the all the
archaeological sites identified flourished on the belt of nine rivers comprising Saraswalti,
Vaitarani. Apaga, Mandakini, Madhusarava, Anshumate, Kausiki, Drishadvati and
Hiranyavat. Cunnigham, in his ‘Report of a tour in the Punjab’ in 1878- 79 has also
given a very learned description about these rivers. -

The key to ancient Haryana lies in the Ghaggar river system sandwiched between
the magestic snow-ted river systems of Indus to the West and Ganga to the East. The °
Ghaggar system consists of from West to East, the riverGhaggar, Tan gri, Markanda,
Chautang etc. There are sufficient reasons to believe that Ghaggar led a far more
dignified existence in the past. Actual field work done more than 100 years ago, fortitied
with more recent satellite imagery has shown that one time Sutlej and Yamuna flowed .
into Ghaggar. 1t is surmised that at some epoch in the past there were environmental
and geological changes which diverted Sutlej westwards and Yamuna eastwards
abandoning Ghaggar. A bed of thick forests and the vast greenery which gave the
region the name of Haryana when turned as a Dust-Bowl State is now a shrouded
mistery. Ghaggar was formerly Saraswati. How the sacred river came to lose its own
name and acquired that of former is not known. There is no mention in the Vedas or
Mahabharata of any such river as the Ghaggar.

We need not depend entirely on archaeology for this period. Fortunately, there
is great literacy evidence to construct the contemporary picture. We have it on the
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testimony of the Vedic literature that in the beginning of the historical period, the
Bharatas lived here, after whom our country is called Bharatavarsha. The Bharatas
are said to have kindled the sacred fire in the Kurukshetra area with great devotion.

The Greek ambassador Megasthenese at the court of Chandragupta, the Chinese
traveller, Hiuen Tsang visited during Harsha period, Alberuni-a Muslim scholar etc.
had given some interesting details about Haryana region at different points of time.
The Panchayati Raj system evolved durin g Harsha's empire continued to flourish durin g
Sultanate period and Mughals' Empire. This system, however, went into back ground
as the British gradually built up their own administrative and judicial system. But
Haryana was not reconciled to British Raj. When the Uprising broke out in May,
1857, the Haryanvi Panchayats took active part. They set up Janata Sarkars in the
Haryana for a short period. The British succeeded in gaining back the whole of Haryana
by November, 1857.

The failure of Uprising brought harsh punishment for the Haryanvis. Ali the
prominent leaders on whom the British could lay hands were severally punished.
Many of them were hanged, their properties confiscated.

Thus, from the early beginnings, which saw the rise of ancient Indjan civilization
to the days of colonial rule, Haryanvis passed through great trials and tri bulations. The
region was repeatedly devasted and ransacked, but the phoenix like people of Haryana
re-emerged and retained some of their pristine traits and characteristics. Sir C.Metcalfe
has written more aptly about them in Rohtak district gazetteer, |1883-84; "Village
Communities seem to last where nothing else lasts. Dynasty after dynasty changes:;
revolution succeeds revolution; Hindu, Pathan, Mughal, Mahratta, Sikh, English are
all masters in turn, but the village Communities remains the same.” And to conclude
the account of Haryana, I quote John Ruskin's maxim "the autobiography of state is
written in three manuscripts- a book of deeds, a book of words and a book of art.”

The present work aims at presenting a full history of the sacred regionright from
the most ancient times to the present day. It is based, for the most part, on contemporary
records. The aid of later works, papers in various learned journals and periodicals has
also been taken. This volume, it is hoped, will engage both scholars and general readers,
for it provides a full glimpse on the histori cal, geographical, social and cultural, life of
Haryana, a region which has been held in the highest esteem by the Indian people
since time immemorial.

Writing of Haryana State Gazetteer Volume-1 of this magnitude was a dauntin g
task for me. Infact, it was a team assignment, Sh.Jeet Ram Ranga, Joint State Editor
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and Sh.Suraj Bhan Dahiya, Editor remained engaged in drafting the chapters of this
volume and ably supported me throughout in bringing out this gazetteer. 1 appreciate
their efforts and T am highly thankful to them. Actually, they deserve more. I also
heartily express my gratitude to subject experts and members of Advisory Committee
who were actively associated in this gigantic assignment. I have also received help
from Sh. P. S. Ahlawat, Editor and Sh. Ram Kishan, Assistant Editor and many others
for completing this work. I am greatly indebted to them all. I would also like to thank
Sh. A. S. Yadav, HCS, Controller of Printing and Stationery Department, Haryana
and his staff for extending full cooperation in the printing of this volume. I feel that
this volume will be a milestone in the annals of the Haryana State. The editorial staff
will be amply rewarded if this volume stimulates further interest in the subject.

Sarban Singh, IAS
State Editor (Gazetteers) and
Chandigarh, the Special Secretary to Govt. Haryana,
13th September, 2004 Revenue Department.
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EDITORIAL

Haryana 1s a fascinating land. so are its people. history and culturc. For centurics geography
hampered Harvana. It lay under the shadow of Delhi and the capual. first Mughal and then British,
did not permit a powerful state to emerge on its periphery. In the absence of Haryvana statchood.
there was neither flowering of Harvanvi cuiturc nor its history could be documented. Afier
formauon of Harvana in 1966. unveiling of Haryanvi history became a priority of the Government.
Th:z Government afier some time decided to bring out Harvana State Gareticer for narrating
geezraphy. history. culture. people and places of interest of the state. | consider myself fortunate
10 have an opportunity 1o associate with the wriung of this gazetteer. Nothing clsc could have
given me greater contentment or pleasure.

We have tried our best to digest sufficient material in the gazcticer but there is vast scope
to explore more material. The Archeological Museum of Gurukul Jhajjar sctup by Swami Omanand
Saraswati has enough to offer additional information on Harvana. In the recent past Haryana has
faiicd 10 produce thinkers. writers and artists of repute. Only exception was Swami Nischal Das
who 1n the 19th century wrote "Vichar Sagar'. About this publication. Swami Vivekanada had
commented: "It 1s the master picce on basic principles of Hindu philosophy and the idcals of
Vedanta. Whatever has been written during the last three centuries appears opaque beforc Vichar
Sagar”. Today. the Harvanvi dialect is what it was several centurics back. Very little has been
wriiten in Haryanvi. therefore. people ententain themsclves only with the ragnis of Lakhmi Chand
and others.

Being deprived of the benefits of cultural renaissance. the people of Haryana region never
lived in peace. It remained a hotbed of peasant revolts followed by merciless suppression. Ch.
Chhotu Ram was the first important figure of the region 1o articulate the aspirations of the
pcasantry which was under the strangichold of usurious moneylenders. He also vigorously pursucd:
Bhakra Dam project and gave it practical shape. He was greatly worried about parched lands of
arid Haryana region ( Due to SYL dispute, 3 lakh hectare of agricultural land is still without.
irrigation facilities). He successfully theorised, organised (peoplc) and implemented all his policies
and programmes for socio- economic development of the pcasantry and downtrodden. In
contemporary history of Haryana, pre-independence era belonged to Ch. Chhotu Ram and post-
independence era certainly belonged to Tau Devi Lal.

'Haryaniat' resonates on the legacy of the sage Dadhichi. The rishi gave up his body to
cnable the Gods to fashion the deadliest weapon out of his thigh bonc. which they called Vajra
and uscd for vanquishing their enemies. After partition. the larger number of pcople settled here
from where the Muslims left. These new settlers in Haryana spoke different languages and had
different cultures. Fusion of cultures took place and a new Harvana emerged. The liberat and active
people came from Pakistan brought laurels to Haryana in many ficlds. Kalpna Chawla, space
scientist and astronaut of NASA rose to international fame belonged to Karnal. It is also worth
recollccting what Field Marshal Slim a great Commander of Sccond World War said "India was our
basc. and three-quarters of every thing we got from there. The best thing of all we got from was
Indian army. The fighting troops and almost the whole of those on lines of communications werc
soldiers of Punjab province ( including present Harvana) and magnificient they were. " While the
oldtimers vouch for the decay of * Haryaniat', the youth claim that Haryana is only coming out of
a ime wrap. Conflicts are inherent.
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The tinv state ¢f India. Haryana. produced a galaxy of luminaries who distinguished
themselves in varied arznas of Indian society during the ninetecnth and twenticth centurics. They
all. 1n their own way. made a permanent niche in the political. social. rehigious. cconomiic. scicntific
and literary firmament of the indian history Seth Chhaju Ram (1865-1943). a noble and great
philanthropist who gave a new legacy of daan to the peasantry. Ch. Chhotu Ram (1881-1945). who
uplifted the peasants sizeped in poverty and dcbt and established his suprcmacy in the course
of history: Pt Neki Rar: Sharma (1887-19536). an indomitable frcedom fighter and a pcasant
svmpathesizer 10 the masTow. Balmukund Gupta (1863-1907). a fiery jounalist.. Alaf Hussain Hahi
(1887-1914). a celebratzd Urdu poct: Dr. Ram Dhan Singh a saint scicntist. . Thakura Pheru. a
versatile scholar of Indian literature versed in the science of medicinc of the medicval times: Bhagat
Phui Singh (1883-1942 . a typical rural -.Gandhi. Garib Das (1697-1778) a poct and thinker: Pt
Laknmi Chand (1901-1545). a rural bard. Tau Devi Lal (1914-2001) the kisan messiah: Acharva
Bhagwan Dev (1911-2073) a collector of coins and a host of other iltustrious personalitics. Thesc
greatmen of Harvana brought 1aurcals and fame of lasting nature, even though they came from
ordinary middle-class familics. Thus Haryana produced many a rare gem whosc foot-prints on the
sands of time can never be obliterated. ’

1 am fully conscious that I would not have been able to complete the assignment without
the cooperation of my celleagues, Sh. PS. Ahlawat Editor and Sh. Ram Kishan Asistant Editor. 1
am indeed grateful 1o them for their support. I got perennial encouragement during the compilation
of the gazetteer from worthy State Editior and Special Secretary to Government Harvana. Revenue
Department and honourable Financial Commissioner & Principal Secretary to Government Haryana
Revenue Department also ably guided me at different stages. | am greatly indebted to them.

In the end, I would like to add that this is at best a maiden attempt but the subject, because
of its overall importance deserves furthur probe, in depth.

Suraj Bhan Dahiya
Editor (Gazetiers)

Chandigarh, the
Ist. September, 2004.
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INTRODUCTORY

Around this region took shape of civilization which is one of the longest in the
course of world history and surpasses in its continuity the ancient civilizations of
Egypt, Sumer, Akkad, Babylon and Assyria which have long ceased to exist. Indian
mythology, which is stil] part of a living culture, grants the place of prominence to
this tract of land and the people inhabiting it. Bharatas, the earliest of the people
who occupied this region have been described as the ‘all time great.’ '

The earliest geographical location of Kurukshetra i.e. the land of Kurus. is
available in the “Teytriya Aryanaka’ VII in the following manner:— ‘

“mmmnmwwm—qmﬁm
Uﬁﬂmﬁaﬁm‘:lwaaﬂw:n”

According to it, in the south of Kurukshetra was Khandevvana, in the north
was Tudharna or Shrughana and in the West was the desert. In other words, the
boundary of Kurukshetra in the south was down to Indraprashtha i ¢, present Delhi,



Haryana’s existence has been described in various forms in the literature. The Shiwalik
range in the north of Haryana was known as Shalvakagiri in the early days; the parts
of it above Jagadhari were called as Yugandhragiri and Ushinergiri. The present
Morni Hills were known as Mayurgiri and Kasauli range was named as Kishulkagiri.
In Atharveda, Nahan range was named as Navprabharshan and later it became
Naubandhan, which corrupted to Nahan with the passage of time.

In Rigveda, the land below Kurukshetra region is named as ‘Sharyana’. There
is also an account of Sharyana lake which according to Pandit Shayan was situated
down to Kurukshetra. The Sharyana region could be the areas of present districts of
Rohtak, Bhiwani, Hisar, Jind of Haryana and a part of Patiala district of Punjab. It is
worth mentioning here that Sharyana might later corrupted to Haryana as is evident
from the following folk song mentioned in the settlement report of Sirsa tahsil of
1879:—

“IR 9 S TR T s o,
e o S A6 EE A,
T 9TTS H, gol WER A,
Ao eRamon aeft <1 & 17

Init, a girl states “we are four daughters of our father. We have been married
in four directions, one is married in Bagar tract, second one in Khadar, third in
Haryana area and fourth in the nearby area”. It means that Haryana region was
divided into four tracts and one tract was Haryana which was concided with Sharyana.
One should not confuse with Haryana tract with Haryana State. '

Haryana was a thick forests in the past. In Mahabharata and Vaman Purana,
there are references of seven forests. They are :— L

(i) Kamyakvana.— This forest was spread from the Saraswati banks 10 desert
of Rajasthan.

(ii) Aditivan.— it was around Tantuk tiratha and it was probably spread
towards the present Amin.

(iii) Vayasvan.— As isevident, it was near to Vayasthali or the present Vasthali
village.

(iv) Falkivan.—It was near Pharal. The village is 6 km. away to Pundri of
Kaithal district.
(v) Madhuvan.—It was around the present Gohana town.

(vi) Sheetvan.—It was probably spread around Seevan village of Kaithal
district.
(xviii)



7. Surajvan.— It is identified to be around the present Sujma village.

Besides these forests, we find mention of Duvetvan, Khandevvan, Sharvan,
Soughindhikvan, Rohitakarvya, Chaitrathvan, Neymisharvya, Pirthivan, Salvan,
Bhawanivan, Ualpularvya and Bhurandvan. Among them, Duvetvan had two different
locations, one was north of Kurukshetra down to the origion of the Saraswati and
second one was situated near the desert of Rajasthan probably close to present
Didwana Jheel. Khandevvan was in Delhi, Sharvan and Soughindhik forests located
in the north of Jagadhri along the Shiwaliks, Rohitakarvya was spread around Rohtak.
Chaitrathvan was situated near Chakrata and Neymisharvya was spread around Sirsa.
Near to Hisar was Pirthivan and Bhiwanivan was located near to Bhiwani. Ualpalarvya
was spread around Uplana or Uklana.

Much evidence has been gathered on the Saraswati in recent years. The river
seems to have changed course atleast four times in her lifespan, each time shifting
to a more westerly alignment. There is some evidence to show that even the Yamuna
and the Sutlej once drained into the Saraswati before the Yamuna started flowing
east into the Ganges as it does today. Likewise the Sutlej changed its direction
westward into the Indus through the Ravi instead of flowing south into the Saraswati.
The changes in the courses of these rivers turned Haryana into an arid zone. Still
later in the tenth century A.D., this land of Aryans was the abode of all riches with
soil exceedingly fertile and yielding a wealth of crops. Sultan Masaud, son of Mahm ud
of Ghazni found the tract remarkable for the extensive growth of sugarcane. The
records of Timur’s invasion also mention the sugarcane jungles of Tohana which
shows that the valley of mighty rivers was hi ghly fertile even upto his time. Thereafter
the forest wealth of Haryana started decreasing and the region became sparasely
forested. At present, hardly 3.52 per cent of the state geographical area falls under
forest cover. The meagre forest area has affected the fauna and flora of the state,
however, the cultural affinity with the wild life is still intact in the state. Pecpal has
been declared as the state tree, black buck is the state animal and black patridge is
the state bird.

Haryana is located on the cross-road of history. Many historical events have
taken place which changed the fate of the country. But the history of Haryana is not
events, it is the people and all that has been lived, thought and acted upon. The 19th
and early 20th century historians who were used to the “Age of Empire” have ignored
the people’s history of Haryana. Therefore, to humanise Haryanvi history, it is
necessary to understand the social history and to point out the painful contrast that -
existed between the splendour of the court and the squalor and sufterings of the
tiller of the land and the dweller of thatched hut. People’s history may be traced
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from Maurya period. The people’s panchayats were very active during Maurya regime.
These panchayats enjoyed ample power and were strong public institutions. They
had recognition in the form of ‘Khap panchayats’.

The Khap panchayats were not related to any caste or tribe but they were the
institutions constituted by all the communities. In the seventh century, Harshvardhana
sought the help of the Khap panchayats to get his sister Rajshree freed from the king
of Malwa. The Khap panchayats lent support to Harsha with an army ot 30 thousand
men and 10 thousand women. The king of Malwa could not hold the army of Khap
panchayat and Rajshree was freed. The members of Khap panchayats coronated 12
years old Harsha the king at Kanauj. Later, the king Harshvardhana constituted the
Sarvkhap panchayats with the Vedic traditions and political, judicial and social powers
were bestowed to them. The Sarvkhap panchayats also got their flag of safforn cloth
with deep reddish sun in the middle. U.N. Ghosal in his book ‘Contribution to the
History of Hindu Revenue System’ had described the Khap panchayats functioning
during 8-10 centuries. The Khap panchayats were formed with six, twelve, twenty
four village panchayats (i.e. multiple of 6). For example, Meham Chaubisi Khap
panchayat was the cluster of 24 villages around Meham. Over Khap panchayats
existed the Sarvkhap panchayat. The head of the Khap panchayat/Sarvkhap panchayat
was called ‘chaudhri’ and he was elected unanimously. These panchayats always
struggled against injustice and worked for the welfare of the masses. In 1194,
Sarvkhap panchayat had a very significant meeting near Hisar against the tyranny of
Qutb-ud-din Aibak and Aibak had to bow before the Sarvkhap panchayat. Again in
1197, he had to make an agreement with the Sarvkhap panchayat on Jizya. When
Raziya Begum was in trouble against the nobles and the bureaucrates she appealed
to Sarvkhap panchayat for her help. The Khap panchayat in the crisis helped the
Begum against Turkish nobles. The Begum later gifted 60 thousand buffaloes to the
Sarvkhap panchayat. ‘

The Delhi Sultanate established in 1206 was Turkish rather than Islamic. The
main object of the Turkish rulers was to keep the people under subjection, and curb
the recalcitrant elements. There was a deliberate policy of squeezing and
impoverishing the people. Time and again Sarvkhap panchayats had to intervene
against such suppressions. A strong Sarvkhap panchayat under the chairmanship of
Chaudhri Mastpal was held against the atrocities of Ala-ud-din Khilji in 1287. It
was attended by some 60 thousand Jats, 25 thousand Ahirs, 40 thousand Gujars,
38 thousand Rajputs and nearly 5 thousand Sainis. Some of the resolutions passed in
the panchayats were :— “An army of 25 thousand soldiers should always be kept
ready; all able bodied men between 18 to 40 years of age will fight against Sultan’s
army; Jizya will not be paid; the land revenue fixed at 50 per cent of the produce will
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not be acceptable; the farmans of Sultan on marriage and other social ceremonies
will not be accepable; and the panchayats will take their on decisions on such matters.
Reépressive policies continued during Tughlaks and the succeeding Sultans also. But
the Sarvkhap panchayats could not be subdued. Engulfing of Dethi Sultanate by
Timur in 1398 had greatly affected Haryana till he was challenged by Sarvkhap
panchayat’s army at Haridwar. Ultimately he had to return via Ambala.

Khap panchayats were at the zenith during the Mughal period. The farmans
issued in 1580 and 1588 further strengthened the institution of Khap panchayat. It is
on the record that the Sarvkhap panchayat had given men and material to Marathas
against Abdali in Third Battle of Panipat.

According to Dr. Ishwari Prasad, “At the advent of the Muslims all suits relating
to debts, contracts, adultery, inheritance property and the like, were decided by the
Hindus in their panchayats” (History of Medieval India.p. 66). The Mughal political
system and the cultural ideas were founded upon a socio-economic base which apart
from modifications of detail, retained substantial identity of panchayats. Initially,
the British made full use of the preexisting apparatus of administration, especially in
the departments of revenue, police and justice, where local people held most of the
key posts. And Mr. Charles Eloit, a British official, according to official records, had
highly praised, these panchayats as being corruption-free. Even though hierarchial,
the concept of this indigenous administrative service was not contractual.

The British administrators who fostered of local selfgoverning bodies on a
Statutory pattern in India in the second half of the 19th century placed a great premium
on the regulatory rather than autonomous aspects of local government. Consequently,
the statutes establishing institutions of social self- government in British India were
saddled with a complex and comprehensive net work of control circumscribing the
operational autonomy of the local bodied in all vital matters. Speaking historically,
therefore, one of the biggest casualities of British rule in India has been the age old
system of quick and cheap legal relief. As regards the legal system introduced by the
British the well known English Officer and the first Census Commissioner of Punjab
Mr. Ibbetson wrote on the faulty system “Two points in our adminstration, are
especially complained by the people. They complain bitterly of judges as their,
authority has been extened vastly and on judiciary; they grumble: andher hone laga
judgement is given blindly. Secondly, they object to our disregard of persons and to
our pratical denial of all authroity to the village elders” Mr. Ibbetson futher
commented in Karnal District Gazetteer 1892 “In many respects, our refusal to
recognise the village as a responsible unit is a mistake. While where we do partly
enforce the system of joint responsibility, we wholly deny the people the privilege
of joint government”.
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In the sphere of justice, the British administration, therefore, lacked most.
Before the advent of British setup the administration of justice in Haryana was very
simple, cheap, prompt and impartial. The village panchayats played a significant
role in this sphere. These were the foundations of the Indian Judicial set-up. The
decisions of the village panchayats was admitted as the voice of the God. But later
these became out of date. The British Judicial set up on other side was repressive,
arbitrary and expensive. Delay tactics were generally applied. There was no proper
check on the judges and no provision for appeal. It was neither liked by the people
of the country nor appreciated by the efficient and reasonable British administrators.
On this, Martin Mantgomery in his famous book, “The History of Indian Empire
VOl-II’ wrote “The inefficient administration of justice is an admitted evil. The
costliness, the procrastination, above all, the perjury and corruption made over civil
and criminal courts notorious”.

In Haryana, before the arrival of the British on scene, there was no law making
organs, and civil and personal cases were largely determined by non-official agencies
- 1e. the village panchayats. But the British tried their best to dismantle this system
and on the masses the costly judiciary system was imposed upon. The people were
scared of it. It can be said that main principles upon which the administration based
were “depotism, highhanded corruption, inefficiency, judicial slackness and the terror
of Police Raj”.

The role of Khap panchayats in India’s freedom struggle has been very
commendable. Haryana, infact always remained ferment during the British Raj. Dr.
Spear attributes this failure to two Causes:— the overassessment of land which was
bitterly resented as it brought into opreation by oppressive methods: and secondly
the tempering with the age-old institutions of like panchayats, Khap panchayats and
Sarvkhap panchayats. '

The 1857 -Uprising broke out from Haryana. There was a general revolt
throughout Haryana against the British regime, in which all classes participated,
everybody from noble to peasant. The Khap panchayats took leading part in the
Uprising and soon the whole of Haryana came under these panchayats. They
established ‘Janata Sarkars’ in Haryana which functioned independently for 4 months
and 4 days till the British succeeded in gaining back the whole of Haryana by
November, 1857. The failure of Uprising brought severe punishment for the whole
Haryana Region. All promient leaders on whom the British could lay their hands
were severely punished. However, the neighbouring Sikh Chiefs who came to the
rescue of the British at the hotly-contested battle of Narnaul were liberally rewarded.
Narnaul district itself was awarded to the Maharaja of Patiala, Ballabgarh went to
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’jf, Bawal to Nabha and Dadri to Jind. New Jagirs were created at Farruknagar
% taudi. Nearly 24 thousand men, women and children laid their lives for the
eedom of their motherland. As per military record, 134 villages of Haryana were
b 4‘"?(0 ashes, 51 villages were auctioned, properties of many were confiscated and
ﬁ?ﬁﬁ&reds of villages were fined. Thousands of Haryanvis were hanged and
‘fHinumerable children were thrown into the wells. The Historic ‘Lal Di ggi’ at Jhajjar,
~:oMeham Azad Chowk and ‘Lal Sarak’ of Hansi still remind us the heroic deeds of
¢ Haryanvis. The flame that sparked of from the holy land of Haryana in 1857 continued

- to guide the freedom fighters for 90 years till India got its freedom.

The Khap panchayats also remained active after Independence Partap C.
Aggarwal in his book” Caste, religion and power-An Indian case study’ writes that
Khap panchayats have got enough popularity on gotras. For example, 24 villages of
Gulia gotra fall under Gulia Khap panchayat 40 villages of Dahiya gotra constitute
Dahiya Khap panchayat. Likewise Dalal Khap panchayat, Ahlawat Khap panchayat, °
Hooda Khap panchayat are very active in social and political activities.

Though Haryana village panchayats have no judicial powers now yet they
continue to exercise their influence on all matters of public importance. They have
shown their authority on social and political affairs of the state. All Haryanvis have
unshakable faith in the institution of Khap panchayat. Every one here looks towards
this autonomous organ to redress his grievances-social, judicial or political. The
Khap panchayat, in Haryana have always stood with the time, passed dll 'tests of
impartiality. ’

Haryana is proud of its dynamic role in the Freedom Movement of the country.
The movement spread with the involvement of the Congress Party. I.ala Lajpat Rai,
an Arya Samayj leader started his career as a lawyer at Hisar joined the Congress and
led the freedom movement at Hisar. He later shifted to Lahore and became famous
as a national leader.

Pandit Shri Ram Sharma of Rohtak joined Congress while still a student at the

time of first non-cooperation movement in 1920. Like many others he gave up his

tudies at the call of Mahatma Gandhi. Most of the spade work for Congress in
ana was done by Pandit Shri Ram Sharma. He spent several years in jail.

- Ch. Devi Lal too joined the Congress during his school days. He and his elder

er Ch. Sahib Ram both played a leading part in Freedom Movement in Haryana.
were jailed during Satya Graha Movements in 1932 and 1942-43. Ch. Devi
participated simultaneously in Kisan movements. Later he earned the honour
* for his involvement in people’s cause. Lala Duni Chand and Khan Abdul
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Ghafar Khan were very active at Ambala while Pt. Neki Ram Sharma was at forefront
at Bhiwani and the Bhargava brothers, Pandit Thakur Das and Dr. Gopi Chand at
Hisar ignited the Freedom Movement. At Rohtak, Lala Shyam Lal, Ch. Ranbir
Singh etc. also participated in the Freedom Movement. Dr. Madho Ram at Panipat,
Sh. Pat Ram Verma at Sirsa and Balwant Rai Tayal at Hisar were also at forefront
during the Freedom Struggle. In a way it turned in to the people’s movement in
Haryana and over 5000 people of the state went to jails during the Freedom Struggle.

After 1857, Uprising, the people of Haryana had to face great hardships.
Frequent failure of crops and occurrence of famines added to the distress of the
peasantry. The money-lenders charged exorbitant rates of interest and the peasantry
was heavily in debt. As a first step to check the irregularities of the money lenders,
orders were passed in 1863 by the Government for proper maintenance of accounts.
Ambala District Gazetteer (1892-93) reveals that the moneylenders charged interest
between 12 percent to 18 percent in case of mortgages and 18.75 percent to 37.50
percent on simple bonds. For loans of grains, effected principally by petty village
shopkeepers, interest ranged from 37.50 percent to 48.00 percent and payments
were made in kind for most part at the valuation of the creditor. The Government of
India tried to give relief to peasantry by passing the Punjab Land Alienation Act of
1900. But the land continued to pass in some areas steadily in others with appalling
rapidity from its old owners to the moneylenders the towns’ men, the successful
lawyers, and the prosperous merchants. The Punjab Land Alienation of Land Act
did not ameliorate the indebtedness of the peasants. The peasantry continued to fall
deeper and deeper into debt. It was visible that the balance of economic power was
shifting and creating social tension in the state. But in 1930s many important
legislations were passed by the Punjab Legislative Council. All such laws brought
tremendous relief to the peasants and gradually their socio-economic condition, began
to improve. To name a few laws are :— :

(i) The Punjab Relief of Indebtedness Act, 1934.

(ii)) The Punjab Debtors Protection Act, 1935
(iii) The Punjab Registration of Money Lender’s Act, 1938
(iv) The Punjab Restitution Mortgaged Land Act, 1938

(v) The Punjab Agricultural Produce Marketing Bill, 1939

(vi) The Benami Transaction Act, 1939
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o Jt was the beginning of the rising of the peasantry and the oppressed classes in
‘_‘njab state. Such a transformation changed the course of socio-political history
state.

/i Indebtedness of peasantry has long been one of the burning and pressing

_problems. The prosperity of this country depends fundamentally on agriculwre. It is
the bonds of debt that shackle agriculture. The Haryana Government has been very
considerate to lighten the burden of debt of farmers. In 1987, the Government gave
relief to farmers and other weaker sections by waiving off loans upto rupees tcn
thousand. In september, 2004 also the Govenment wrote off taccavi loans worth
rupees 384.74 crore benefiting about 1.40. lakh families.

In 1858, Haryana region was made a part of Punjab to check the recurrence of
further acts of rebellion. But Haryanvis never reconciled with this change and they
continued to demand the separate entity of Haryana region. The demand rosc some
times in the form of a Greater Delhi state, some times for a Separate Haryana and
some times with the name of ‘Vishal Haryana’ or ‘Greater Haryana’. The cultural
entity, the way of life, the language and the history of Haryana region were altogether
different from the Punjab region. These facts were well explained in the government
report published under the title “Land of Five Rivers” during.1921-22. The Haryana
region referred as Ambala Division in the report had a greater affinity towards Delhi

.in terms of the people, though politically it had been merged with Punjab. Pt. Shri
Ram Sharma in his book ‘Haryana ka Itihas’ has revealed that the-demand of separate
state around Delhi, to be called as Greater Delhi was discussed with Mahatma Gandhi
by Pt. Neki Ram Sharma, Lala Desh Bandhu Gupta and Pt. Shri Ram Sharma in
August, 1931.

Chaudhri Chhotu Ram is regarded as a very farsighted statesman. He was

against the formation of separate Haryana prior to Independence. He knew that

- Separate Haryana was in the interest of Haryanvis but it was also not in the benefit of
the country at that juncture.

* A few years before partition, the Akalis under leadership of Master Tara Singh
pulated a scheme which they called the Azad Punjab scheme. This aimed at
out a Sikh-majority State from the Punjab by lopping off its western and
parts (Curiously the present State of the Punjab broadly corresponds to -
tent to this scheme). At that time this proposal was strongly opposed and so
L&Ame out of it.

- time of partition, the Akalis, headed by Master Tara Singh and Giani

4 3 1, were planning for a separate Sikh State, along with the creation of

Paklstan,:ﬂgptb}s was found to be impractical and the Sikh community cast their lot
with the rest of India.
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In the new state of East Punjab, the Sikhs found that they were again in minority.
This continued to rankle in the minds of the Sikhs, who desired a state with a majority
of their own. The attempts made from time to time to satisfy this great urge of the
Sikh community by various constitutional and administrative devices did not satisfy
the bulk of the Sikh community.

In Haryana also there was a feeling of dissatisfaction as the people felt ignored
in the new state, although they constituted nearly forty percent in the composite
East Punjab.

In 1955. the Government of India set up the state Reorganization Commission
following persistent demands from different parts of the country for redemarcation
of the provinces on linguistic basis. The commission considered the question of the
reorganization of East Punjab but did not accept the proposal for its division. On the
contrary it recommended the merging of the Patiala and East Punjab State’s Union
into East Punjab. The districts of Mahendergarh and Jind consequently became part
of the Haryana region.

The real problem, however, remained unsolved for several years. After some
time, the demand for the Punjabi speaking State was revived, which also
simultaneously brought in the demand for the creation of the Hindi-speaking State
of Haryana. The Haryana people were not willing to accept Punjabi as official
language or as medium of instruction.

The Government of India, however, made another attempt to prevent the
division of East Punjab. In 1960, a new system known as ‘Regional Formula’ was
introduced. This was intended to meet the respective claims of the Hindi and the
Punjabi-speaking areas of the state without breaking up its unity. Hindi and Punjabi
areas of the state were clearly demarcated and recognized as separate linguistic
regions without in any way affecting the administrative boundaries of the state.
Both the languages were given official status up to the district level in the respective
regions. Separate regional committees consisting of the legislators of the respective
regions were established for the Hindi and Punjabi-speaking areas.

The arrangement, however, did not succeed, as being a halfway house, it
satisfied nobody.

Ch. Devi Lal struggled untirelessly for the cause of Haryana. On 14 March,
1961 he spoke in Vidhan Sabha unequivocally against the stepmotherly treatment
given to Hindi speaking belt in the matter of develo@ént. Later, he constituted the
Haryana Sangarsh Samiti under his chaimanship. “Prof. Sher Singh, Ch. Sultan
Singh, Babu Anand Sawrup etc. were the members and Ch. Mehar Chand was the
member secretary of this Samiti.

(xxvi)



Later, the Punjab Government appointed the Haryana Development Committee
on 20th March, 1965, constituted as below :—

1. Pt. Shri Ram Sharma - - Chairman

2. Shri Gajraj Singh, M.P. - Member

3. Shri Sher Singh, M.L.C. - -do-

4. Shri Chand Ram, M.L.A. - -do-

5. Shri Hardwari Lal, M.L..A. - -do-

6.  Shri Nihal Singh, M.LL.A. - -do-

7. Shrimati Om Prabha Jain, MLA - -do-

8.  Shri Suraj Mal ' - -do-

9. Shri G.L. Bansal Secretary-General - -do-
Federation of Indian Chamber of Commerce
and Industry, New Delhi

10.  Shri Saroop Krishan, ICS, - -do-
Financial Commissioner,
Planning, Punjab

11.  Shri R.S. Randhawa, IAS, : - -do-
Commissioner for Agricultural
Production and Rural Development,
Punjab

12.  Shri A.N. Kashyap, IAS, - : -do-

' Commissioner, Ambala Division :

13. Shri Hoshiar Singh, Deputy - -do-
Commissioner, Sangrur

14.  Shri Gurdit Singh, Economic & - -do-
Statistical Adviser, Punjab

15.  Shri L.C. Gupta, IAS - Member Secretary
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Shri Chand Ram and Shrimati Om Prabha Jain were taken in the Cabinet in
June, 1965, and, thereafter, they resinged from the Committee.

The area to be covered by the Committee consisted of the districts of Hisar.
Rohtak, Gurgaon, Mahendragarh, Jind and Narwana tahsils of district Sangrur and
Jagadhri, Naraingarh and Ambala tahsils of district Ambala.

The terms of reference of the Committee were as follows :—

(1) to make a study of socio-economic conditions with a view 10 assessing
(he economic deficiencies as well as the perspective potentialities of the
region;

(i1) to make an assessment of the progress likely to be achieved by the end
of the Third Plan; and

(iii) to recommend development measures for an accelerated and integrated
socio-economic growth of the region, with particular reference to the
Fourth Five Year Plan.

Geographically, the Haryana Region had been definitely at a disadvantageous
position vis-a-vis the Central Punjab Region. The region was away from the three
perennial rivers of the Punjab, that is the Ravi, the Beas and the Sutlej. The (Ghaggar
river, which was not perennial, touched only northern parts of the area and the river
Yamuna formed only the boudary with the U.P. on the eastern side. The agro-climatic
conditions in a large part of the area werc unfavourable; the rainfall was comparatively
low and erratic, the soil was sandy and light in texture, especially in the arid area,
and above all, there was paucity of sub-soil water and in a large number of tracts, it
was brackish. The south-western past of the region had a higher elevation making
flow irrigation difficult except by executing costlier 1ift schemes . Also by and large,

“there were no mineral resources in the area, except in district Mahendragarh.

With a view to presenting the picture in a logical manner, the statc was divided
into the foliowing three regions — )

(i) Hill Region;
(ii) Non-Haryana Region; and
(iii) Haryana Region.
The Hill Region included Shimla, Kangra, Lahual and Spiti and Hoshiarpur.
Hoshiarpur was included in the Hill Region, because 13 out of 16 blocks fell within
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(i) Rural Urban Composition.— It was seen that there was a greater
preponderence of rural population in the Haryana Region than that in the Non-Haryana

.Region, indicating a lesser ratc of economic growth. The rural population in 10 out of 27

tahsils in the Haryana Region was over 90 percent. Conversely, the urban population in

~ the Non-Haryana Region was much higher. In absolute terms, it was 25.56 lakhs in the

Non-Haryana Region against 12.89 lakhs in the Haryana Region. .

- (ii) Werking Population in Primary, Secondary and Tertiary Sectors.— The
figutes cited above show that a much larger working population was engaged in the
agricuitural sector in the Haryana Region than that in the Non-Haryana Region. On the
other hand, the Non-Haryana Region had a definite lead over the Haryana Region in the
secondary and teritiary sectors. B

(iii) Extent of Irrigation.— The total gross area irrigated as a percentage of the
total cropped area in Non-Haryana Region was more than double of that in the Haryana
Region. The actual position in the Haryana Region was still worse as the intensity of
jrrigation in the Haryana region was much less. In large areas in the Haryana Region, the
water allowance was still from 1.9 to 2.4 c.s. per thousand acres of C.C.A., whereas in
the Non-Haryana Region the water allowance in the Upper Bari Doab tract was as much
as 3.5 cs. per thousand acres of C.CA.

(iv) Percentage of Electrified Villages/Towns.— The percentage of villages/
towns electrified was 18 in Haryana as against 29 in Non-Haryana Region. Certain areas
in the Haryana Region were very backward while certain other areas in the Non-Haryana
Region had gone ahead very far. This was clear from the fact that 69 per cent of the
villages were elec \fied in district Amristsar, 41 percent in Ludhiana, 42 percent in
Gurdaspur and 33 percent in Jullundur. In the Haryana Area, the percentage of viliages

electrified was 13 in Mahendragarh, 16 in Gurgaon, 18 in Hisar and 19 in Kamal.

(v) Per Capita Consumption of Electricity in the Region.— In the over-all
picture, the per capita consumption of power in the Haryana Region was. 37 as against
46 in Non-Haryana Region. It is, however, 1o be borne in mind that most of the
industrialisation was in the belt around Dehli, particularly Faridabad, and this got reflected

in the per capita consumption. If this was taken out, the per capita consumption in the
Haryana Areas was much less.

(vi) Number of Registered Factories per Lakh of PopulatiOn in the Region.—
As it is clear in the above table the figure was only 14.9 in the Haryana and 36.5 in the
Non-Haryana Region. If it was borne in mind that 14.9 included registered factories in
the satellite towns around Delhi, it felt that the Haryana Region was lagging behind very
considerably in the matter of industrialisation.  * Co

(vii) Literacy Percentage of Population in the Regions.;-é Thé Non-Haryana
had a distinct lead as the percentage of literate persons, in it, it was 26.7 as against only
19 8 in the Haryana Region. The corresponding figure for female literacy in the Haryana
Region was 9.1 as against 17.6 in the Non-Haryana Region. S

From the indicators given above, it was clearly seen that the Haryana Region was
lagging far behind the Non-Haryana Region in a large number of developmental spheres.
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Another point which emerged was that since the process of developmeiit in the
ana region started at a later stage than in the N on-Haryana Region, the Haryana
n was at a disadvantageous position. This was so because the institutions or ‘works’
atan earlier stage had been betier organised than those started later. As for instance,
pbuld be stated that the provision made for medicines at the Rohtak Hospital in 1964-
was only Rs. 0.84 lakhs for 330 beds as against Rs. 8.14 lakhs for 662 beds at Patiala.
imilarly, a large number of educational institutions were built in the Haryana at a later
.. ..stage. The result was that such institutions in the Haryana Region were not as well-
-+ staffed and equipped as in the Non-Haryana Region. The Committee made various
- recommendations for the development of Haryana region and submitted its report to the
Government of Punjab on 15th January, 1966. But subsequent developments led to the
formation of independent state of Haryana on Ist November, 1966.

; -Haryana has been placed uniquely in military traditions .When China invaded the
-country in 1962, Brig: Hoshiar Singh and others of Haryana saCriﬁce‘d their lives for
defending the honour and freedom of the countary. In the Ladkh sector, Chushul
- aerodrome was dauntlessly defended against the Chinese under the inspiring leadership
of Major-General Budh Singh. Again, when Pakistan attacked India in September, 1965,
the Jawans of Haryana by their sheer valour and bravery defeated the Pakistanis in the
Burki, Dograi, Khemkaran and Sialkot sectors, Brig. Khem Karan Singh had to his
credit the capture and annihilation of the Pakistani forces in Kasur sector. In Indo-Pak
War 1971, Col. Hoshiar Singh (then Major) fought braverly that crowned India’s victory
in’ the war with Pakistan. For his heroic feats, he was honoured with India’s highest
gallantry award Param Vir Chakra. In Kargil War too many brave soldiers from Haryana
- gave supremé sacrifices defending the country. Defence and service of the motherland
had always been the first consideration for the brave people of Haryana. It is, thus
- abundantly clear that the Haryana people have always fully identified themselves with
the struggle for Independénce and have always been at the forefront for preserving the

. freedom of the country. : o S

, Netaji Subash Chander Bose had close liason with Haryanvis. He visited Haryana

~ during 1938-39 extensively and in his forceful speeches at Rohtak, Bhiwani, Karnal,

" Ambala, Hisar, Faridabad argued the people of Haryana to participate in Freedom

“ Struggle. He left indeliable impact on the people and when he formed Indian National
Army, thousands of Haryanvis joined his army. In it they held senior posts; to name a

- few: General Dil Sukh Mann, Col. Ram Sarup Yada¥, Capt. Mehtab Singh, Capt. Bhag

- Singh, Capt. Chandan Singh, Capt. Deep Chand, Capt. Prit Singh, Capt. Banwari Lal,

' Lieut. Gorkha Ram, Capt. Dhani Rarn, Lieut. Dale Ram, Lieut. Barkha Ram, Lieut.

. ; Paryao Singh, Capt. Charanji Lal, Lieut. Chaman Lal, Lieut. Harnam Singh, Lieut. Sewa

" *"Singh; Lieut. Bhag Mal, Capt. Nanak Singh, Licut. Aviar Singh, Lieut. Hari Singh,

;% Lieut. Chunni Lal, Lieut. Shankar Lal, Capt. Fateh Singh, Lieut. Chottu Ram, Lieut.
*+ #vKaram Singh, Maj. Amir Singh, Capt. Dalip Singh, Capt. Kawal Singh, Maj. Ram Singh,
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Capt. Rishal Singh, Lieut. Mehar Chand,Lieut. Ram Singh, ‘C:apt.us_{ifjaﬁ”smg'h; Capt.
Sher Singh, Capt. Ram Chander etc. ’ ST SR

The Haryanvis atc the acknowledged farmers and ﬁghtcrs Héfyana 1s 'rightly caﬂéd
as ‘Sword of India’ and ‘Food Bowl’ of the country’. Jai} awan-Jai Kisan is the heritage
in which people live and die here.

What lay behind the state’s over-whelming military importance. The answer lies
partly in the region’s turbulent history. This led its people 10 develop military prowess.
Generations of the people had. been forced to fight to survive as wave after wave of
invaders had poured down from the passes of frontier on way to Delhi. There thus existed
in the state a strong military tradition which has now become a history of the nation.

.Haryana, like any part of India, abounds in folklore-old tales and legends, woven
into haunting folk songs which keep tradition alive. Folk songs of Haryana cover a vast
range of history from the epics 10 the national movement. They are an organic growth
having originated way back into centuries. :

Haryanvis folk songs absorb all the coloured vista. We witness the varied scenes,
dive'rSe wars and countless doomsdays.

The “saang” is the best treasure of Haryanvi songs which is a vigorous and virile
. form of folk theatre. With high pitched music, a rich variety of local songs and catchy
actions, this dance-drama is based on history and folk tales. It is rural in jts original
form, though it has now reached cities and airconditioned theatres, otherwise it requires
no embelishment ; 10 decoration. Be it winter of summer, the ¢ager audience sit all
through night‘ or day enjoying the performance. Such is the spell cast by this theatre
form. o L

~ “Saang” is one of the oldest forms of folk theatre. References 10 it can be found 1n
the writings of Kabir who narrates how people would sit late into night to watch the
performancé.lt has becn passed by word of mouth from generation {0 generation. The
tradition of “saang’’ scripts started only in the 19th century. In Haryana the most celebrated
name is that of Pt Dep Chand of village Sheri Khanda in Sonipat district. He is still in
the public memory and is popularly styled as the ‘Kalidas of Haryana’. Today, this art
form is emerging from the veil of obscurity due to incorporation of new ideas. It remains
to be seen how it faces the impact of urbanisation.

Dada Lakhmi Chand, the well-known singer of folklores and a renowned “saangi’
of this region had left the literary treasure. He developed over 200 folk tunes from the
treasure of our folk music, filled colours and details of our values replete with spiritual
experience and human elevation. Dada Lakhmi Chand- wrote 21 plays (saangs) and
composed over 1000 songs (ragnis). He is lamp of wisdom poetics, stage acting and
symphony, Shakespeare Wrote 38 plays and 154 sonnets (ragnis). In comparison, Dad:
Lakhmi Chand is no less than Shakespeare. Mehar Singh was also another famou
Haryanvi folk singer. He wrote and sung 10 Kissey (songs) and hundreds of ragnis.
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Besides “saang” Alah (a ballad belonging to medieval times) is also losing its
popular ground. Rhyhm of Alah is robust and its recitation brisk strongly reminiscent
of the impetous speed with which the medieval warriors went pouring forward to
the battlefield. The typical hero of Alah is chivalrous, full of valour and fierce darin 2.
He disdains a long dishonourable existence and prefers a glorious though short span.
He is ever ready to lay down his life for the glory of his clan and land.

The alarming beat of the wardrum, the wild warcries, the savage and shrill
notes of war pipes, the clatter and confusion of the battle-field are all so well portrayed
by means of words in Alah.

In villages of Haryana singing is one of those service which has already suffered
woeful neglect, because, by and large, the Jogis, professional bards; are deserting
their hereditary profession. “Jai Mall-Patta” is sung sonorously in chorus by two or
three Jogis on the sarangi. It is one of those old time dignifield melodies which are
fast becoming outmoded, nay they arefaced with total extinction.

The Jogis as a class of traditional folk singers are thus faced with what the
sociologists call “anomie” a state of normalness, a sort of individualness and social
disorder. ' :

Haryana has its own musical tradition too. Perhaps, it would not be incorrect
to say that the musical tradition in Haryana is quite ancient and deep-seated. 1ts'
‘origin and growth are enshrouded in mystery. It is a lost page of India’s cultural
history. Quite a few villages in Jind, Mahendragarh and Rohtak districts and adjoinin 2
areas-are named after some of the classical “ragas™ of India-Asavari, Dhanasari
Bilawal, Malkaush, Bhairvi, Kamod, Kalyana, Vrindravan, Sarangpur, Jaizaivanti,
Ramkali etc. How did it happen? It is difficult to ascertain the truth in the absence of
reliable historical data. Even the inhabitants of these villages have little to say in this
regard. It is generally believed that a prince of whose reign these villages formed
part, chose to enshrine his love of music, thus named them or they probably
commemorate his land gift to music celebrities of his court, or it could be possible
that these villages had been the venue of the public concerts.

This cultural upsurge attracted a number of scholars to do research on the
various aspects of folk culture, traditions and folk heritage of Haryana. Now a large
number of cultural groups and organisations have been established in Haryana to
__ serve the cause of Haryanvi culture. The folk dances, folk dramas and folk singing

in Haryanvi have became popular at the state and national level. These developments
~epened door for Haryanvi films. In 1970s, two Haryanvi films, ‘Harphool Singh’
Beera Shera’ were released. But real break through came in 1984 when
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‘Chandrawal’ was released. This film was immensely successful in the box office in
Haryana, Western UP, Delhi and parts of: Rajasthan. It set in the momentum of
production of Haryanvi films. /

Haryana is the corridor state surroﬁnds the National Capital Delhi from the
three sides. About 35 percent of the total geographical area of Haryana lies in the
National Capital Region. Due to close proximity of Delhi, the state is facing population
pressure and is subjected to various disadvantages . When first decennial census was
held in 1881, Haryana’s population was about 42.65 lakh, and in 1981 its population
was 129.23 lakh i.e. an absolute increase of 53.27 lakh in 100 years. The state
population recorded in 2001 census was 210.83 lakh which shows that between
1981 and 2001 i.e. within two decades the state population rose by 81.60 lakh. It
was due to fast urbanisation and large scle migration. On demographic front adverse
sex-ratio in the state has been a cause of concern. The Government has now launched
schemes like ‘Devirupak’ and ‘Devirakshak’ to check the declining sex-ratio. Rapid
urbanisation and development activities have changed the nomenclature of some of
the towns; Ambala is now known as the city of ‘Scientific Instruments’; Yamunagar
is called as ‘Steel ware’s city’ ; Panipat has got the fame of ‘Town of Handloom’ ;
Sonipat is called as the ‘City of Cycles’, Faridabad is the Industrial capital of state
while Gurgaon has recently got its recognition as the ‘city of malls’, Rohtak is
known as the cultural capital of the state, Bahadurgarh a town of sanitary wares and
Kurukshetra is all set to be the ‘heritage city’. Panchkula has got the reputation of
21st century town of the state.

Set like a jewelled crown on the map of India, Haryana is golden land, golden
not only for its colour of its abundant grain and ghee what also for its past. Its
history is its big attraction and it is something one should all remember Haryana
indeed is the cradle of human race, birthplace of human speech, mother of history,
grandmother of legend, great grandmother of tradition, whose yesterdays bear date
with the mouldering antiquities of the rest of the country-the one land that all men
desire to see, and having seen once, by even a glimpse, would not give that glimpse
for the shows of all the rest of the globe combined. In fact, Haryana has a long
tradition of social and cultural values, and possesses a spiritual quality that has come
down unbroken from time immemorial. It is this quintessence of its culture that
tourism has been able to thrive here “sfify ¥4t wa:” . The bird named complexes 45 in
all of Haryana Tourism are built on the national highways that pass through the
state. The complexes have beautiful lakes, picturesque landscaping, golf courses,
bath complexes, tennis and billiards facilities alongwith restaurant and motels, guest
rooms and similing services stand firmly to transform every inch of state land as the
tourist’s paradise. Capped with majestic rustic rural glamour, farm tourism offers
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the pleasing and restful enviorns to the visitors. Haryana, thus is a facinating land
and is glittering on tourist map of the world.

By dint of the hardwork of the people of Haryana, its determined political
leadership and the efforts of the officers and staff of the government, Haryana had a
phenomenal all round development and now it is one the most developed and best
administered states in the country.

From the so called ‘dust bowl’ state in 1966-67, it has become a ‘grain bow!’
of India. Haryana also earned a unique distinction in November 1970 by becoming
the first state in the country where all its villages, 6745 in number were electrified.
At present, all the villages in the state are connected with ‘pucca roads’. No only
this, safe drinking water supply has also been provided to each and every village in
the state. In these two respects also the state has the distinction of being first in the
whole country. The greatgrey revolution is rocking the country. It is laudable that
during 1987 Haryana Government headed by Ch. Devi Lal introduced ‘Samman
Pension’ for all the senior citizens of the state. Haryana also became the first state of
the country to introduce this welfare scheme. And a new concept ‘small is beautiful’
evolved from the statehood of Haryana. Today, Haryana is heading for a new: socio-
economic revolution under the dynamic leadership. The following personahues held
the office of the Governor in Haryana :—

¥
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Sr.  Name of the Governor From To
No. :
1. Shri Dharam Vir 1-11-1966 14-9-1967
2. Shri Birendra Narayan Chakravarty 15-9-1967 26-3-1976
3. Shri R.S. Narula 27-3-1976 13-8-1976
4.  Shri Jai Sukh Lal Hathi 14-8-1976 23-9-1977
5. Shri Harcharan Singh Brar 24-9-1977 9-12-1979
6.  Shri S.S. Sandhawalia 10-12-1979 27-2-1980
7. Shri Ganpat Raj Devaji Tapase 28-2-1980 13-6-1984
8.  Shri Syed Muzaffar Hussain Burney 14-6-1984 21-2-1988
9.  Shri Hari Anand Brari 22-2-1988 5-2-1990
10. Shri Dhanik L.al Mandal 6-2-1990 13-6-1995
11.  Shri Mahabir Prasad 14-6-1995 18-6-2000
12.  Shri Babu Parmanand 19-6-2000 1-7-2004
'13.  Shri Justice (Retd.) O.P. Verma 2-7-2004 6-7-2004
14. Dr. AR. Kidwai 7-7-2004 till date



The list of the Chief Ministers of Haryana from 1-11-1966 to present day is given

below :(—
Sr.  Name of the Chief Minister From To
No.
1.  Shri Bhagwat Dayal Sharma 1-11-1966 23-3-1967
2. Rao Birender Singh 24-3-1967 20-11-1967
3. President’s Rule 21-11-1967 21-5-1968
4.  Shri Bansi Lal 21-5-1968 30-11-1975
5.  Shri Banarsi Dass Gupta 1-12-1975 29-4-1977
6. President’s Rule 30-4-1977 21-6-1977
7. Shri Devi Lal 21-6-1977 28-6-1979
8.  Shri Bhajan Lal 28-6-1979 23-5-1982
9.  Shri Bhajan Lal 23-5-1982 5-6-1986
10. Shri Bansi Lal 5-6-1986 20-6-1987
11.  Shri Devi Lal 20-6-1987 .2-12-1989
12.  Shri Om Parkash Chautala 2-12-1989 23-5-1990" .
13, Shri Banarsi Dass Gupta 23-5-1990 12-7-1990,
t4. Shri Om parkash Chautala 12-7-1990 17-7-1990
15. Shri Hukam Singh 17-7-1990 , 22—3-1991
16. Shri Om Parkash Chautala 22-3-1991 23--6-1991
17. President’s Rule 6-4-1991 23-6-1991
18. Shri Bhajan Lal 23-6-1991 11-5-1996
19. Shri Bansi Lal | 11-5-1996 23-7-1999
Shri Orﬁ Parkash Chautala 24-7-1999 till date

20.

The new found indentity as a compact manageable and vibrant state of the
Indian Union acted as a catalyst for the multidimentional and rapid progress that the
young state of Haryana made is now a model of the accelerated planned development.

(xxxii)



award- of May 31, 1966. But the Union Government “arbilarily over-ruled” the
Commission’s TéCcommendations and gave Kharar tahsi] o Punjab and magde

transfer of Chandigarh to Punjab on January 26, 1986 Simultaneous]y, Haryana
was to get Hindj -Speaking areas in its liey, Mathew Commission was set up to
identify areas to be transferred to Haryana.

as Hindi-—speaking, but did not make a récommendation in Haryana’s favour because
a Punjabi-speakin g village, Kandu Khera broke the area’s cont; guity with Haryana.

Next, Venkataramaiah Commission identified 70,000 acre land to be transferred
to Haryana. It récommended that Centra] Government should meet the cost of land
acquisition, development and construction of government buildings in Haryana’s
fiéw capital. But the dead lock remained. .

Another Commission headed by D.A. Desaj was set up, but it never submitted
its report.

Canal water is the life line for Haryana. Under the Punjab Reorganisation Act,
1966, provision for apportionment of waters was made under Section 78, The account _
on river waters’ dispute is given below- '

(1) Punjab and Haryana failed'to reach an agreement on division of Ravi-Beas
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(iii) In 1981, Punjab, Haryana, Rajasthan, Dethi and Jammu & Kashmir had
an agreement. Under the agreement Punjab was to get 4.22 MAF, Haryana
3.50 MAF, Rajasthan 8.60 MAF, Jammu & Kashmir 0.65 MAF and Delhi 0.20
MAL.

Haryana completed its protion of Satluj (Sutlej) Yamuna Link (SYL.) canal.
Punjab was to construct its portion within two years. Both Punjab and Haryana
withdrew their suits in the Supreme Court. ‘

(iv) Smt. Indira Gandhi inaugurated work on Punjab portion of SYL.

(v) Under Rajiv-Longowal accord, Eradi tribunal was set up which allocated
5.00 MAF to Punjab and 3.83 MAF to Haryana.

(vi) Work on SYL which was continuing at snail’s pace came (0 2 halt in July
1990.

The present Government of Haryana went to Supreme Court. The Court directed
to Government of Punjab to complete 214 kms of SYL in ts territory by 15th January,
2003.

(vii) When the Punjab Government failed to construct SYL poriidn within
stipulated period, Haryana once again had to go to Supreme Court. The Court on its
judgement of 4th June, 2004 directed the Centre 10 complete the SYL in Punjab
territory at the earliest by engaging it own agency . -

(viii) The Punjab Government on July 12, 2004, got enacted the Punjab
Termination of Agreements Act, 2004. Now the President’s reference in this regard
is pending in the Supreme Court. Haryana hopes o get justice from the Apex Court.

There has been great feeling of ‘Haryaniat’ in every action of the people. And
with this marvellous characteristic Haryanvis have faced the adversities with vigour.
From time immemorial, Haryanvis have been practising community synthesis. And
this is a social capital. With this capital, Haryana has grown up and has experinced
many revolutions in social, economic and political fields. In order to keep pace in
the highly competitive era the human material is being made techno-suave with
higher learning and research in Kurukeshtra university Kurukshetra, M.D. university
Rohtak, Chaudhri Charan Singh Agricultural university Hisar, Guru J ambhashwar
university Hisar and Chaudhri Devi Lal university Sirsa.
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The percentage of different communities in Haryanvi population as per Haryana
Backward classes’ Commission Report, 1990 is like this: Ahir-5.0 Gujar-2.8,
Jat-25.0, Jat Sikh-4.0, Rajput-3.0, Saini-2.5, Ror-1.0, Aggarwai (Bania)-5.0,
Brahman-7.0, Khatri/Arora-8.0, Chamar-10.0. Balmiki-4.0, Dhanak-2.0, Meo-2.0,
Bishnoi-0.7, Kamboj-2.0, Others-16.0. These hardy Communities have made
significant contribution in the development of Haryana.

The Haryanvis are simple, humorous, humble, charitable and benevolent. They
beleive in pride and dignity of self. This pride comes from their culture. They have
an unbeatable energetic spirit. They have a history of being fierce warriors, they
survive the rough and tough. So, they are natural winners. The adage ‘Desan Mein
Desh Haryana, Jitt Dudh Dadhi Ka Khanna’ speaks about their cultural milestone.

The development journey of Haryana can be summed up like this :—

When Haryana came into existence in 1966,many economists tended 1o hold
that new state was too poor in basic resources to be able to hold its own for long. The
State was not in a position even to feed its people and to sustain agriculture where
majority of people were engaged in agriculture, the state lacked in infrastructure.
The state did not inherit riches either over ground or under it. This was a grim
heritage. The state, however, could not stand idly by watching the awesome spectacle
of devastation on a mass scale both of life and property. It started its dark journey
with deep faith in its people traditional in outlook but innovative in action. Inspite of
all odds, they transformed the state phenomenally with in a short span of time. The
vibrant state become the example for the other states. The state Government’s
commitment to bring overall prosperity in Haryana is visible everywhere : the urban
amenities are being provided in rural areas. Haryana Urban Development Authority
has so far set up 27 urban estates and more than 1.90 lakh freehold residential plots,
14 thousand commercial sites and 10 thousand industrial plots have been alloted in
various urban estates. Approximately 948 acres of land has also been allotted to the
Co-operative Group Housing Societies/Welfare Organizations/Associations for flatied
development under Group Housing Scheme in these estates. Haryanvi culture has
- been brought into academic curriculum and the artists have been patronised by the
state. Infact, every venture launched by the Government has got wide recongnition.
In development horizon, Haryana is now known as ‘Island of growth’ in the Indian
Union.
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