CHAPTER XII

LAW AND ORDER AND JUSTICE
INCIDENCE OF CRIME

During the 19th century cattle lifting raids on a large scale were common
occurrences in the district. Bands of armed robbers on horses and camels made
attacks on villages and carried off their cattle and other movables. The man
who was maost successful in lifting the cattle of his enemies, either by force or
fraud, was honoured most among his fellows. The villages were often surroun-
ded with a thick hedge of thorns or a deep ditch and had only one gateway
which was closed at night. It was guarded by the village watchman so that no
suspicious character could come in and that no cattle conld get out. Many cases
of house-breaking and theft were committed by professional thieves living in
the adjacent areas. These crimes were most prevalent in July, August and Sep-
tember when the people were busy in the fields.!

In the beginning of the 20th century, cattle theft remained the commonest
form of the crime. Crimes of violence were comparatively of rare occurrence.
Dacoities were not common and were chiefly confined to wandering gangs.?

An estimate of the crime position obtaining in the district from the year
1910 onwards may be had from the data given below about the cases of cogni-
zable offences (— ’

Year No. of Convicted  Acquitted  Percentage Percent-

Cases of Convic- age of

Reported tion 'Coi; vic-
tion to
Cases

Tried .
1 2 3 4 5 6
1910 297 82 51 27.6 61.7
1920 326 79 43 24.2 64.7
1930 605 148 98 24.4 60-0
1940 334 87 67 26-0 56.4
1950 421 122 109 29-0 60-0
1960 295 116 78 39.6 4.5
1970 448 146 182 32.2 43.1
1971 399 125 165 31.3 56.7
1972 448 230 175 51.3 64.4
1973 394 236 130 59.8

1. J. Wilson, Final Report on the Revision of Settlement of the Sirsa District, in the
Punjab, 1879—83, pp. 207-208.

2. Hisar District Gazetteer, 1915, pp. 193-94.
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1 2 3 4 5 6
1974 459 247 172 37.4 58.9
1975 396 189 118 29.7 53.5
1976 333 186 109 55.9 6.1
1977 462 94 36 20.4 723
1978 586 149 163 25.4 4.8
1979 738 188 238 25.5 4.1
1980 728 154 212 21,0  42.1
1981 690 97 187 14.1 34.1

It is apparent that crime situation has been changing since the beginn-
ing of this century and it is difficult to assign any specific reason. In recent years,
however, the change in social values and increase in population may be regarded
among major contributory factors. The disturbed conditions prevailing on the
eve of the Partition in 1947 caused great havoc and the law and order situation
at the time became virtually unmanageable. It took a few years for conditions
to become normal and the downward trend in the incidence of crime started after
1952. With the increase in communication and transport facilities, education,.
and change in values, etc. a rising trend in criminal tendencies is again notice-
able, and unless curbed, will create serious law and order problems.

Some anti-social elements seem to be very active near the bed of the
Ghaggar river in the jurisdiction of Ranja and Ellanabad police stations. They
are in the habit of making country liquor and sell the same in the district. The
bordering area of Rajasthan, known as Talwara Jheel, is known for the itdiiu-
facturing of umauthorised arms. Since these activities are carried on the bofder
of the state, the culprits many times manage to escape to Rajasthan. Neverthe-

less, police always remain active to thwart their activities. Many people living
under,the jurisdiction of Dabwali, Kalanwali and Bada Gudha police stations
are opium addicts, which encourages smuggling of opium from the nearby
Rajasthan border into this district. g

Murder.—Murder figures fluctuate depending upon sudden outburst
of violence. Some of the motives in the offence of murder in this district, as
elsewhere, include land disputes, iicit relations, domestic quarrels, blood feuds



LAW /AND ORDER AND JUSTICE 219

and the ture of property. The incidence of this type of crittieis mainly confined
to rural areas. The incidence of murder in the district since 1910 to 1981 has
Been as follows — :

’

Year Cases Cases Cases
Reported  Convicted Acquitted

1910 ' 7 5 2
1920 : 8 6 -
1930 o 17 11 4
1940 ' 11 6 4
1950 , 26 6 18
1960 13 8 3
1970 | ~ 21 10 9
1971 20 14 6
1972 ' 18 8 4
1973 ‘ 13 7 4
1974 29 13 © 16
1975 | ) . Bl 3 1
1976 | 9 w1
1977 ' ' 11 4 2
1978 ' 16 4 7
T 20 1 10
1980 24 12 7

1981 29 1 18

The highest number of murders was reported in 1974 and 1981. The
increase is noticeable since 1930 with a sudden decreace in 1976.

Culpable homicide not amounting to murder.—The motive for this type of
crime are identical as in the case of murder, however, this crime is not premedi-
tated and is committed in a state of rage. It lacks the intention to kill a person.
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The following figures show the incidence of this crime from 1910 to 1981 :—.

Year Cases Cases Cases
Reported Convicted Acquitted
2
1910 3 — —
1920 6 2 2
1930 4 4 —_
1940 8 3
1950 1 — I
1960 8 7 {
1970 3 1
1971 3 2
1972 2 — 1
1973 — — —
1974 2 _ 2
1975 5 1 C—
1976 5 5
1977 1 5 I
- 1978 5 3 3
1979 7 6 8 “
A
- 1980 8 3 2 ;
- 1981 4 - -2
Docoity.—Dacoity has become rare in the district. However, this form of
crime was never high since 1910. In 1920, only one case of dacoity was
reported, while in 1940 five cases were reported, out of these five cases "three‘
culprits were convicted. In 1950, only two dacoities were reported and in 1974,
there was a single case of dacoity which was reported and the culprit was acquit-
ted. The following table shows the incidence of this crime since 1975:—
Year : Cases Cases Cases
Reported Convicted  Acquitted
1975 — — —_
1976 — — —_
1977 1 —_ —
~
1978 — — —
1979 ’ 1 — —
1980 — _— 1
1981 ' 1 — —
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Robbery.—Robbery has been either non existent or quite negligible in the
district, except for the years 1930, 1940 and 1950. Patrollingiand other preven- ;
tive measures adopted by the district police have almost eliminated it. The
following table shows the incidence of this crime since 1910:—

Year ‘ Cases Cases Cases
Reported Convicted A&]&{it-

1910 3 1 —

1920 | 9 1 1
1930 ., 27 10 2
1940 * 25 7 3
1950 . 11 g 2
1960 | - - —
1970 — -
1971 ' _ i —
1972 | _ _ -
1973 — — -
1974 _ _ _
1975 1 _ —
1976 1 — —
1977 — 1 1
1978 | 1 -
1979 4 - -
1980 -_— — 1

1981 6 RS -
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: Berglery.—<The following. tuble shows the inciderice of burglary in the
dntnct smoe 119100—- '

¥

Year e Cases Cases Cases
Reported Convicted Acquie
, " tedt
1910 o | 62 10 8
1920 | 106 22 16
1930 227 29 27
1940 f 102 2 12
1950 " 121 2
1960 St . 49 10 .6
1970 : 73 21 g
1971 : 49 11 7
1972 58 13 19
1973 51 4 18
1974 55 9 g
1975 51 i 4
1976 42 28 1;4_‘
1977 76 13 2
1978 83 33 23
1979 127 28 4
1980 - 123 25 6
1981 | 34 2 6

There was sudden increase in the incidence of this crime during 193040
and 1950. The number of cases during 1930 was the highest. Further in the year
1950 i.e after the Partition, the number of cases under this head comes at second
place. The Partition and consequent immigration of people from the West
Punjab (Pakistan) presented unprecedented problems. The deteriorated economic
situation and un-settled conditions then prevailing adversely affected the morale
of the people. Burglary was committed by some of the people who had exhaus-
ted the resources and had no means of livelihood. The criminal elements took
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full advantage of unsettled conditibns.-'Deapihehadiﬁﬁm, considerable - improve-
ment was: brought abont by the effective working -of sdeehistrict Pakice, The
incidence of burglary which showed: an abnorinal increase duning the “petiod
from 1930 to 1950 started showing downward trend theteafter. But it wag. an.the
high side again in 1970 after which the downwasd trend stasted. aghin. .., .,

)

Burglars are usually active during the suhnmef'nfghts when pébﬁfé sTee’p

outside in' the open. The preportion of convietion, it. is no gqnpt}.é;yr and this

Theft.—The: following table gives the incidence of theft in the distlzict“
since 1910:—

Year Cases Cases Cases.

Reported Convicted Acquitted

1910 ' 109 25 17
1920 78 19y
1930 | 113 31 7
1940 " 66 20 |
1950 74 25 e
1960 ' ’ 46 15 ]
1970 3 h 51 20 il
1971 V 60 13 30
1972 7 2% “ 1o
1973 } : 70 16 ¢ dg
1974 86 14 40
1975 | | 87 14 Ny
1976 ‘ | 51 27 g
1977 | 83 1 s
1978 133 30 ST
1979 ’ 153 58 3
1980 144 46 18

1981 149 14 12

-~
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The incidence of crime under this head though fluctuating, shows an in-
creasing trend during the year 1930 and thereafter downward trend is noticeable.
From the year 1971 again there is increase in the crime under this head. The free
registration of cases is also one of the factors in the increase of reported cases
of theft. A large number of theft cases are usually of minor nature involving
small amounts of stolen property.

Cattle Theft.—The following table shows the incidence of cattle theft in
the district since 1910:—

L e

Year Cases Cases Cases
Reported Convicted Acquit-
ted
1910 | 12 5 1
1920 | 9 3 1
1930 29 8 4
1940 i | 8 3 !
1950 11 3 2
1960 7 2 1
1970 _ 10 4 2
191 12 4 4
1972 ‘ 16 5 6
1973 N 14 3 5
1974 ) -5 2 3
1975 | 8 2 —
!1976 | 7 6 2
1977 i A 12 1 1
i 1978 B 7 5 4
h 1919 | :; 8 5 3
1980 N 19 6 2
: 1981 11 5 4
0 §
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.iLike -other forms 'of crimés, Gattie' theft was also incrédsed: during the
yea::,mﬁo It again increased in-the year 1970. The cattle lifted from this district

arc. weually passed on to the adjoining districts of Rajasthan and Pinjeb where
they fetch attractive prices.

' Cheatmg —-Tlie followmg tabfe shows the incidence of crime during the
past 70" yearsi— -

Xear .. .. .. . . . . Cases - Cases Cases
Reported Convicted  Acquit-
ted
1910 4 ; ,
1920 N _ .
1930.'. 8 ) 3
1940 i 5 _ .
1950 g . 1 4 3
1960 4 1 .
1970 8 _ g
1971 ; 5 1 o
1972 . 3 1 R
1973 ) 6 . 3
1974 "’ " 8 3 3
1975 ‘ 3 . K
1976 - 6 5 3
1977. . o " \ L
1978, : " 8 1 30
1979 0 ;- fons
1980; "c 9 _ b
1981 3 _ )

P e
) LY

The offenpq is not commen,. Thcfhnhqqt nunbu:z&éuses rtimmdeﬁder
thls head was during the years 1975 1977:q0d 19704+ /i1 ey 1 . 285 Swa (BG1
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.. Rioting.—Personal enemities and family. dispute sbout possession of land,
flars. up for momentary provocations take: the:shapes of rivtes usually among

the rural people. The incidence of this crime-sisee: 1916 is given:in:the following: . .
table:— _ § e

Year L - Cases. = Cases Cases

) o Reported Convicted - Acquit~ -

< ted

wo B 5 2
1920 - o o = 4
1930 : : 16 4 6
1940 ' 12 2 1 ;
1950 3 " n 2 7 ;
1960 | ’ 3 2 . 2
19’(6 | 3 — 3 \Lk:
1971 : 4 — ) "3
1972 = » 1 —_— i
1973 | 3 _ 3 o
1974 5 2 2
1975 , v 1 » — -
1976 | _‘ —_ — .
1971 2 — _
1978 4 —_— —_
1979 6 — 2
1986 i —_— 11' >
1981 - o | : - 3

¥ anszmber of ricting Wms was Sonsperatively higher during 1920, 1930,
1940 and 1950. It was negligible ia 1982, 1975, 1976.and M8Y. -
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. Abduction and Kiduapping.—TFbe incidencé ofﬂuﬂbﬂmu, m 1910
is shown in the table below:— :

Year R Cases Cases Casis
Lo S i ; Réported Convicted  Acquit-
: | ted

o0 S 3 1 1
1920 ) 6 3 --
1930 . _, 22 6 2,
1940 ,, 10 — 3
1950 \ 12 — 5"
1960 ‘ 3 1 1’
1970 o 7 3 3
1971 ' — - ~
1972 | 3 — .3
1973 9 1 R

1974 N 3 . e
1975 : 5 — A
1976 ~ - 8 1 1
1977 19 1 1 -» '_
1978 | 24 2 4
1979 | 13 2 15 .
1980 | 14 1 | 3

Tt w1 o

The incidence of orime under-this head regiéﬁered an ”infcreésé' during

1930,°1940 and 1950. The reperted cases were isolated in character and not the
work of any orgsnised gang. Generally, these cases were the result ‘of love affairs,
abducted women offen being consenting paities. Lack of education and perse-
cution of women among some classes are other factors responsible for it,

h

|
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.Sex: Crime -(Rape).—The _followiiig -table shows the incidence of sex
crime since 1910:— SR VE RN SR P

Yedd 2r B0 Cases Cases Cases }*
B WD IR AT .2 Reported Convicted Acquit-
e ted
~1910 1 — —
1920 - 1 -
1930 o ; 4 2 2
1940 - 4 — S
1950 vr 7 4 ‘i
1960 6 2 "2
1970 4 2 S22
19‘—71 3 1 1 “\
1972 4 2 2
1973 5 2 3
1974 3 1 1
1975 5 _ )
1976 2 1 3
1977 4 — 1
197? 2 3 5
1979 4 — 5
1980 13 5 4
198i : 6 1 7
Juvenile delinquency.—During 1974, only 10 juveniles were involved *

in different offences. Out of these, 3 were between the age group of 10 to 14
years and the remaining 7 between 14 to 21 years. In 1975, 14 juveniles were
reported to be involved in various offences out of which: 5 were " between .
12 to 16 years and the remaining were in the age group of 16 to 20 years. - In.
the offences against: property, the juveniles- were.responsible for petéy thefts.
: R b PN TG SR O |

Y I
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The crime position among juveniles during 1976 to 1981 is given 'below :

Juveniles arrested . '

Year . Cases - Age group
- Reported - —Convicted Aeqult-
- 1216~ 16—21 '~ Total . ted
years years : :
2976 .. 8§  — 13 13 8 _.
o717 120 L 16 16 10
1978 102 10 102 112 — —_
1979 112 13 110 123 - —
1980 110 10 105 115 2 2
1981 98 5 & 117 122 -9 - 11

With a sudden increase of juveniles offences in 1978, there was steep rise
in juvenile deliquency during 1979, 1980 and 1981.

Criminal tendencies in juvenile offenders may be traced to the loose
control of parents and economic stress. The high index of prices has also
been a factor for crime against property. Juveniles who are of immature
mind find an easy solution for their needs in resorting to thefts and commit
offences wunder the Excise Act. Illiteracy is another cause. The police
officers on their part were given special instructions to handle the juvenile
offenders with particular care and not to mal-treat them during mterroga-
tion. They were advised to treat young offenders leniently, not to mix
them up, while in custody, with the hardened criminals and -adult suspects,
and to strictly abide by the provision of section 160 Cr. P. C. and interrogdite:
them at their houses wherever possible.

‘Traffic Offences.— Apart from the Indian Motor Vehicles Act, .1914,
road trafficis regulated by various other Acts. During 1974, 845 cases
were challaned and’ Rs. 34,520 were realised as fine. During 1981, 594
cases were challaned and Rs. 13,370 were realized as fine. The following
table shows the number of cases challaned and fine realised :—

Year. : Cases. Fine
’ Challaned Realised
(Rs.)
1975 ; : 1,491 48,350
1976 1,965 41,882
1977 | 993 29,050
1978 | 430 6,725
1979 401 71,240
1980 ' 570 12,680

1981 504 - (13370
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. The increase in the cases during 1975 and 1976 is due to the large num-
ber of motor vehicles and other means of transport plying on the roads in the
district. Another consequence is the increase in the number of motor vehi-
cles accidents. The failure to observe traffic rules is -responsible for most of
‘the road acoidents. The folowing table shows the number of cases of acci-
dents registered since 1910 :

© Year - R(é;soegtéd‘ | ch)a:iecsted | Acgiis::ed
1910 1 — —
1920 — — —
1930 2 2 —
1940 1 — —
1950 6 1 1
1960 13 2 8
1970 16 9 6
1971 19 9 7
1972 16 5 7
1973 27 11 13
1974 39 n 20
1975 51 18 1
1976 57 34 18
1977 - 26 21 8
1978 72 13 2
1979 | . 83 18 15
1980 56 24 17
1981 - 54 18 )

. Offences against local and special laws .——These offences comprise cases
of public nuisance and those covered under the Indian Arms Act, 1878, the
Punjab Excise Act, 1914 (including illicit distillation), the Essential
Commodities Act, 1955, the Indian Railways Act, 1890, the Prevention of
Corruption Act, 1955 and the Defence of India Rules. However, special
mention needs to be made about the cases under the Police Act, Excise Act,
Arms Act, Gambling Act and smuggling under the Essential Commodities
Act,
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. Elnder the Police Act, which deals with smaller offences relating tO‘péace,
regulation of traffic, etc. 162 cases were challaned and fine of Rs. 415 was’
realised from the offenders in 1975 and 177 cases were chaﬁ’aned and
Rs. 2,710 was realised as fine in 1981.

The following table shows number of cases detected under Bxcxse
Act’ and Opium Act since 1910 :—

Cases Reported Cases Convicted Cases Acquitted

© Year " under under ’ under

Excise Opium  Excise Opium Exicse Opium

Act Act Act Act Act Act
1910 — 1 — 1 - —
1020 4 — 3 — 1 —
1930 9 17 6 10 1 2
1940 17 8 13 8 2 —
1950 25 32 94 28 29 . 3
1960 157 51 125 a7 % 4
1976 313 149 253 128 9 2
1971 373 172 286 136 (. 36
1972 402 165 246 123 154 62
1973 399 222 247 134 151 88
1974 535 257 279 120 254 137
1975 746 293 286 98 30 25
1976 939 540 377 154 57 38
1977 415 320 268 264 208 95
1978 497 336 327 294 242 9%
1979 622 335 444 412 194 168
1980 606 329 336 230 178 91

1981 ' 676 278 164 91 125 40
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The table above shows a gradual increase. The considerable incredse
may be attnbuted to increase in population and sustained efforts of the®

pohoe to detect and. curb this social evil. Increase in the number of
liquor vends also contributes to the growing mcndence of this crime.

Likewise, there has been steep increase in the cases detected under Arms
Act after Independence. The year-wxse statistics relating to this Act are
given in the followmg table —

Year o Cases . Cases Cases
Repotrted Convicted Acquitted

1910 19 14 3
1920 19 12 3
1930 28 16 4
1940 29 19 7
1950 173 146 23
1960 76 61 11 .
1970 S 85 s -
1971 - 145 4 60
1972 s 164 97 62
1973 29 123 98
1974 | 217 81 B
| %975 38 : 46 22
{976 o 48 89 26
i977 L o102 57 106 -
¢ 1978 o g 103 167
1979 o 160 129 122 B
o0 1S 6.

1981 255 35 54
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G.blilz-_-The table given below shows, the incidence af gamblmg since

1910 :— o
;E"N"V , Year . Cases Cases Cases
Reported Convicted  Acquitted
1910 » — _ —
1920 | _ _ —
1930 —_ - —
1940 6 6 _
| 1950 8 6 2
] 1960 24 6 8
o 1970 : 29 28 1
- 1971 4 28 15
' 1972 65 a1 25
1973 74 a o
| 1974 73 “ v
i | 1975 o o   ¢65 ;_ B S
‘1976 ooz n o 36
1977 65 42 35
L1 9 60 36
| e U106 B8 14 |
NS 108 o m I B
SR o 80 s ‘
"Gambling wé,s Enc;f' kﬁowﬁ to the people of the district till. 1940 The ‘
gradnally increasing trend -towards gamblmg may be attributed to the
,vgr increasing population. .
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Smuggling.—(in foodgrains)—The incidence of this offerrée " “given

under the following table since 1960 :—
Year Cases Cases Cases

Reported Convicted  Acquitted 1

1960 1 6 3
1970 2 1 1
1971 1 1 —
" 1om2 3 — 2
1973 24 8 13
1974 35 4 7
1975 49 4 6
1976 6 23 14
1977 1 18 8
1978 4 7 5
1979 9 6 4
1980 28 7 1
1981 10 5 2

Statistics under this head mostly include figures of cases detected for
smuggling of various kinds of foodgrains punishable under Section "7 of the
Essential Commodities Act, 1955. The traders smuggle wheat into the
adjoining state of Rajasthan as it fetches higher prices.

POLICE

In Sirsa, the police force employed was controlled by the District Superin-
tendent of Police, Hisar who was immediately under the District Magistrate.
There were thanas at Sirsa, Dabwali, Rori and Rania, outposts at Jamal, Chu-
tala, Bllanabad and Road post at Odhan.? '

In the beginning of the present century, the position of police set up remai-
ned more or less the same except that the police outpost at Chutala oceased
to function. Besides, there was a railway police station at Sirsa for investigation
of crimes committed on railways in the district. ' R

1. Hisar District Gazetteer, 1892, D. 221,
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With- the formation of Sirsa as a separate district, a Superintendent of

Police was posted : t Sirsa in 1975. At present (1981), the police in the district
is under the overall charge of the Superintendent of Police, who next to ‘the
Deputy Commissioner, is responsible for the maintenance of law and order.
The Superintendent of Police is assisted by two Deputy Superintgadents of Police,
posted at Sirsa and Dabwali respectively. He, however, functions under the

administrative control of the Deputy Inspector General of Police Hisar Range,
Hisar.

On March 31, 1981, fhe police force in the district was as folows :—

Senior Deputy Inspec- Sub- Assis- Head Consta-
Superin- Superin- tors Inspec- ‘tamt ‘Cons- bles
tendent  tendant tors Subdn- tables

of of spettors
Police Police

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
1.1, “Executive Police
' (a) Supervisory Staff .. 1 2 2 — — — —
°  (b) For Investigation at
- Potice Post and C.LA. o
Staff J— — — 12 22 2 .83

(c) 'Watch & Ward Staff .o
at Sirsa and Dabwali —_— — — —_ 2 7 78 -

(d) Offices establishment

and Communication .
room .. — — .- 1 7 13 17

(¢) Police Lines establish-
ment, Sirsa including
reserves —_ —_— — 2 4 14 81

() Treasury Guard,
Judicial Lock ups
Court duties and other

miscellaneous duties

and Contingencies
reserves .. — — 1 2 s 34 129

2. Anti Smuggling Staff .. — — — — — — -
3. Prohibition Staff .. —_ — — _ — - —_

Totat 1 2 3 17 40 95 488

oy

9 Ve
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There are nine police stations and eight police posts as under :

Sr.No. Name of Police Stations Name of Police Posts
1 City Sirsa —

2 Sadar Sirsa 1 Jamal

2 Ding

3 Bada Gudha 1 Rori

4 Dabwali City —

5 Dabwali Sadar 1 Chutala
6 Rania 1 Kariwali
7 Ellanabad —_

8 Kalanwali 1 Odhan

9 . Nathusari (Chopta) 1 Jamal

The civil police is detailed for duty at the police stations and police
outposts. Each of the police station is under the charge of a police officer known
as Station House Officer, generally in the rank of a Sub-Inspector. He is assisted
by one or more second officers, a Head Constable, a Moharrir or clerk constable
and a number of constables, depending upon the load of work. The Station
House Officer maintains law and order and investigates offences occurring within
his jurisdiction. Wireless sets have been provided in all police stations and
outposts. Mobile sets have been provided in the vehicles of police officers.

The district armed reserves are kept in the Police Line, Sirsa for utili-
sation during exigency that may arise in connection with the mainténance of law
and order.  However, the Haryana Armed Police contingents are also éleployed
for the protection of vulnerable points in the district. ’

The railway police is not allotted to any district in particular but it is a
part of a separate state organisation functioning under the Assistant Inspector
General, Railway Police, Haryana, Ambala Cantonment. The circle of the
railway police are formed according to sections of the railway lines and they
are concerned with the prevention, detention and control of crime committed in
railway trains and on railway tracks within the railway premises.

There is a railway police post located at Sirsa which functions under the
railway police station, Hisar. Its Jurisdiction extends to the railway permises in
the Sirsa district. The staff consists of one Head Constable and 4 Constables,
They perform routine duties of maintaining law and order and investigation of
cases of minor nature. The major crimes are, however, handled by the personnel
of railway police station, Hisar. C

Village Police.—For over a century some of the police functions at village
level in the district which was then a part of the Hisar district, were performed
by Zaildars, Sufaidposhes, Chowkidars and Inamkhores. All other institutions
were abolished in 1948 but for the institution of Chowkidars. The Chowkidars

¢
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report births and deaths in the police station fortnightly, give information of
crime, keep surveillance over the bad-characters residing in the village and
report their movements, Besides attending to watch and ward duties, they
generally assist the public officer on toyr.

In the remote past, the village Chowkidar used to receive, as his remunera-
tion, as a share from each cultivator’s produce which was reckoned according to
the number of hearths, Now the Chowkidars are paid by the government.

Previously, Thikar Chowkidars were selected by lot from among the resi-
dents of g village, those unwilling to serve were obliged to pay the cost of a syb.
stitute. These Chowkidars were provided only during epidemic outbreak of

HoMme Guarps

Home Guards was formed in the district in 1960, Tt is governed by the
Haryana Home Guards Act, 1974, It boosts up of the morale of the people

- by infusing in them a spirit of self-confidence and self-reliance to over-come
emergencies. The training to the Home Guards personnel is designed ‘to. tone
up the self-discipline, engender self-sacrifice, national  pride and promote a feel-
ing of dignity of labour among members. The overal] charge of the Home Guards
in the district js with the District Commander, Sirsa, In 1981, there were 4
rural blocks and 3 urban companieg with strength of 400 and 303 respectively,

There is only one sub-jail1 a¢ Sirsa. It was established in 1957 and is loca-
ted in the heart of the city. The Sub Divisional Offjcer (Civil) holds part-time
charge as Superintendent of the Jail. He js assisted by 1 Deputy Superinten-
dent, | Assistant Superintendent, 1 Head Warder, 12 Warders, 1 part-
time Doctor? and two Sweepers,

The authorised accommodation of the jail is for 863 prisoners who are
generally under triaj, However, there js a provision to keep convicts for a
period of three months in this sub Jjail and they are generally sent to the Dis-
trict Jail Hisar within three months of conviction,

1. The Sub-jail at Sirsa has been upgraded as Dijstrict Jail.
2. One full time Pharmacist js also working here,

3, The authoriseq accommodatiop has increased to 100 Prisoners,
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The sub-jail is located in @ spacious two storeyed building. The prisoners
are provided the facility of books, newspapers and a radio. _.Occasjonal
dinema shows and -dramas are arranged for the recreatien of prisoners. A
small canteen is also run by the prisomers under the supervision of jail authe-
rities.

Besides, there are police lock ups in the police stations and revenue
lock ups at Sirsa and Dabwali tahsil headquarters.

JusTicE

Civil and Criminal Justice.—Sirsa was a separate district before 1884
and comprised the tahsils of Sirsa, Dabwal and Fazilka. The Deputy
Commissioner who was the Chief Magistrate, was responsible for the criminal,
civil and revenue justice in the district. The district was abolished in 1884
and Sirsa sub-division including Sirsa ‘and Dabwali was merged in the Hisar
district. The Deputy Commissioner of Hisar assisted by 4 Extra Assistant
Commissioners was responsible for the judicial administration in the district.
One of the Extra Assistant Commissioners was invested with powers of a
Subordinate Judge for the purpose of civil business and another was entirely
employed on revenue work. The Deputy Commissioner was also a District
Judge. There was also @ Munsif .at the district headquarters. The Sirsa sub-
division was under the charge of an Assistant Commissioner stationed at Sirsa.

In the beginning of the 20th century, the Deputy Commissioner, Hisar
exercised the powers of magistrate of the Ist class and was empowered under

section 30 of the Criminal Procedure Code to try all offences not punishable

with death. He also heard appeals from the .orders of magistrates of 2nd and

3rd class. The Extra Assistant Commissioner incharge of the Sirsa-spb-‘

division was a sub-divisional magistrate with first class powers. There was a
Sub-Judge at Hisar for civil judicial work. There were also two Munsifs at
Hisar who exercised civil powers of the petty suits. The District and Sessions
Judge, Firozpur tried criminal cases committed to the sessions courts and
appeals from the lower criminal and civil courts. For this work he uséd to
visit Hisar, three or four times a year. Later a District and Sessions Judge was
appointed at Hisar and looked after this work. There was a Tahsildar at Sirsa
who was invested with powers of a 2nd class Magistrate. Besides, there were
two Naib-tahsildars, one each at Sirsa and Dabwali who were Magistrates of
the 3rd class. For revenue judicial work, the Deputy Commissioner was the
collector and the principal revenue officer of the district. '

Affer the Independence in 1947, the . District Magistrate and other

Executive Officers continued to function as judicial officers till the Punjab

Separation of Judicial and Executive Function Act, 1964, was enforced in
October, 1964. After the passage ‘of this Act, the criminal judicial powers
which were exercised by the -Magistrates under the confrol of the District
Magistrate, Hisar were shifted to Judicial Magistrates under the District

I e e
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and’ Sessions Judge, Hisar. The Judicial Magistrates were also invested with
the civil judicial powers and were designated as Judicial Magistrates-cum~
Sub-Judges or Sub-Judge-cum-Judicial Magistrates. A Senior Sub-Judge
and,a Chief Judicial Magistrate assisted the District and Sessions Judge for civil
and criminal. work, respectively.

. After the formation of Sirsa as a separate district, in 1975, a Senior
Sub-Judge-cum-Chief Judicial Magistrate was posted at Sirsa, with appellate
powers to hear appeals from the orders passed by the subordinate courts in the
district. In 1981, there was an Additional District and Sessions Judge, Sirsa,
a Senior Sub-Judge-cum-Chief Judicial Magistrate, Sirsa, Chief Judicial
Magistrate-cum-Sub-Judge, Sirsa, a Sub Judge-cum-Judicial Magistrate at Sirsa
and a Sub-Judge-cum-Judicial Magistrate, Dabwali. These courts jointly dispased
of the civil and criminal cases. The presiding officer of the court while acting
on civil side is called Sub-Judge and on the criminal side he is known as Judicial
Magistrate. The Additional District and Sessions Judge, Sirsa hears appeals
against the civil and criminal judgements passed by the subordinate courts in the
district. The over all administrative control over these courts was of the
District and Session Judge, Hisar because the Sirsa district was included in the
Hisar Sessions Division. The jurisdiction, functions and powers of these
courts in the district are detailed below :—

Name and Jurisdic- Functions ‘ Powers

place of tion o

the court,

Additional Sirsa To decide civil and criminal On. appeliate side fuli

District- and District apPeals arising out of the Powers of a District and

Sessions Judge, Jjudgments passed: by the lower. Sessions Judge

Sirsa courts in Sirsa district ]

Senior Sirsa Distribution of work relating Enhgneed appellate

Subordinate District to civil suits and administra- powers to decide small

Judge-cum- tion of class III and 1V Officials cause cases of Rs, 1,000,

Chief belonging to the process unclassed cases of Rs. 500

Judicial serving agency and land suits of Rs, 250,

Magistrate, Powers of 1st Class

Sirsa. ¢ Magistrate and summary:
o powers under section 260

of Cr. P, C.

Chief'Judicial  Sirsa Distribution: of work relating to Full powers on civil side

Magistrate- . District criminal cases andiPolice Stations and can award sentence

cum-Sub Judge to all courts dealing withi criminal upto 7 years on Criminal

1st Class cases. He also: assigns duty side. Summary powers

Sirsa . work to the Judicial Magistrates.  under-section 260 of

on holidays Cr.P.C,

Subordinate Sirsa To dispoge of civil and criminal Full powers on. civil side

Judge 1st Class- District casesof I, I and ITT classes. and can award sentence

cum-Judicial upto 3 years- and a fine

Magistrate upto Rs, 5,000 in

Ist Class, - criminal cases.

Sirsa . : ) R

. Subordinate Sirsa ditto: - ditto

Judge Xst Class- District
cum-Judicial

Magistrate

Ist ClaSS, ’

Dabpwalj.
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The information regarding pending and disposed civil and criminal
cases are given below for the years 1975 to 1981 : :

Year No. of Old No, of New No. of Cases No, of Cages
Cases Cases Disposed - Left Pendieg
Instituted.

it ey

et

Civii  Criminal Civil Crimiml Civil ~Criminal Civil ~ Crimiaal

1975716 243 547 233 615 324 443 152 719
197677 152 719 1,657 1,463 1,447 1,077 362 1,108
1977278 533 1,105 2,093 1,514 1,578 1,014 1,048 1,608
197879 1,048 1,605 1,952 1,412 1,998 1,678 1,002 1,339
1979.80 1,199 1,379 3,520 2,817 2,847 2204 1,872 1,992
1980-81 2,163 2,128 2,954 1,280 2,841 1,172 2,576 2,236

After the passing of the Punjab Gram Panchayat Act, 1952, some of the
functions of the civil, criminal and revenue courts were made over to the
panchayats. Where cases lie in the exclusive jurisdiction of the panchayats,
their cognizance by other courts is barred. The Chief Judicial Magistrate is
empowered to revise their decisions and he in turn can delegate these powers
to the Illaga Magistrate. The panchayats being elected bodies, however,
do not generally consist of persons with an adequate knowledge of law. The
usual formalities and procedure are thus conspicuously absent in the trial of
cases by a panchayat. ” |

REVENUE COURTS

" The collector is the highest revenue judicial authority in the district
and an appeal or revision against his orders lies to the Divisional Commissioner
and Financial Commissioner. The Tahsildars and Naib Tahsildars are
Assistant Collectors 2nd grade but in partition cases Tahsildar assumes the
powers of Assistant Collector 1st grade. The General Assistant to Deputy
Commissioner and Sub-Divisional Officers (Civil) are Assistant Collector 1st
grade but Sub-Divisional Officers (Civil) have been delegated the powers of
collectors under certain Acts.

DiISTRICT ATTORNEY

The District Attorney, conducts civil and criminal cases in the courts of
the district. For civil cases, he is controlled by the Legal Remembrancer,
Haryana and for criminal cases by the Director of Prosecution, Haryana. The
latter is the administrative head of the District Attorney. In 1981, the
District Attorney, Sirsa was assisted by five Assistant District Attorneys.



