Chapter TII

PLOPLE

POPULATION

Populstion  figures for the district as sueh are not available
froum 'FI-l_'-e;"l."i-.'lﬂﬁ cefmtiges,  [Fervad [rong (he data of [he 1971 Censay $he
district Insd 7,60.953 persons (403,117 males end 3,586,830 females). Bhiwani
ranks eighth ameng the [ districizol the Stode,. On thebmzizol the [958]
Census its poplalion was 5, TEET perzons, In the decads 1761—T71, there
wias an increase of 32,31 per cent.

The population variation in 3 major. towns, Bhiwene Charkhi Dadei
and Loharw, for which gensus <ata are available, s shown below since 1901

Consus Year Piepulaiion Warialivn Percentixe
InCrenss (-
T
decronse [—)

| 2 £ 4
Rlvivani
1 35917
1911 31,100 {—} 4,617 {—il3.41
1921 33,270 o e (-1 6.9
1951 15860 [+ ) 2,590 (=3 7,30
1941 43921 {1} R.055 (1122 .4h
105 52,183 (4] 8,262 (31881
196 | 58,194 Cr) 6,011 (401,52
1971 Tiome () 14843 {+)25.59
Charlchi Dradri
EON FRIITL

111 5,713 {—) 1,296 (—)18 49
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1 2 3 4
19x1 552 [+ RG4S {+3135.21
1331 7.260 (4)eT8 {31 30
[241 L (4,452 (= 12000
1951 8,735 (183 (+) 0.93
195 12,830 1+35,044 {-1157.35
1971 19 454 {15,645 140,79
Laoharn
1501 2,175
(211 25 [1}168 (=177
192} 23110 {—H (—W a7
1931 2,954 {21617 {1 §26.38
194 4023 (21,067 {+136.10
145l 3438 [—)5E5 F+ 114,54
16l 4,465 (L [pi29 .87
971 5379 EBIMEL (+7124.95

The majur pociion of the inerease o popilation eocircred during the
voars 1931-.7E. The  wear 1910-11 wus marked hy ravages of discase and
Jroughit which ook a feavy toll of the popalation by death and mmipradon.
Daving 91111 gceupesd the peea] iafluenra epidemic of 1918, The decade
1921—31 was genzrally healchy ond resulted inotnercesed populacion. It ex-
painded faster in 1931—341, The decide 194 —581 withessed a shifiage of popula-
tion consagusnt upon the partirion ofthe country in 1947, The Bhiwani town
showed an ineretss of 1881 per cend which may be regarded 8 pormal in-
cregse for the periad. T may be safely assumed that the romber of Mushim
emiprants  [rom Bhiwani cown almost cqualled the number of Hindw immi-
grants. The Charkhi Dadri town reeonded a nomingl increase of .95 per cent
wililz thare wasa decrense of 14,54 pereentinthe casc of Loham town,  This
mzang thal the munber of Mosho smigoants [ooon these towns was mare than
the Hindu immizranis. The vears 193101 wers free from dizesse, amd pubdlic
bealth mousurcs taken by the Govermment reduced the desth rate while (ke
birth rale wenl up. Tn Bhiwani, Charkhi Dadri and Leharo the percentage
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imsreass in papilation Jduring this dezade was 11,52, 57.37 and 2987 respec-
fively, The papalation increase duzing the decude 1981—71, muy be attributed
b0 estenston 1o orcisultuee, iccigativo and mdusicalisation, parcticulasly due-
ing the szcond half of the decade, e afler the formaetion of Harvana Seate.

Drensity. «For the 190] Cersus the mumber of persons per square Kilo-
meire in the disteict was 113, Toe density increased to 130in 1970+ The
destrict runks tenth mn density of the districts of [Lcvins,  Tahsil-wise density
e [971 was :

Tahsil Drensity (Populstion
prar siare Kilo=
mztre}
Bhiwani 144
Buwuni Kharu 141
Lradri 169
Luoduiry 21

The vrbzn denzizy of che district works out to 3,300 as agaiast the rural
deazicy af 1,235, Baowand bas e baghestdensily of 80153 fallowed By Chackla
Do (4,320%, Lobaro {2,154 and Toshan (1,944)."

Dhistribution of papulation.—Thece ure 474 villages, 469 inbabited and 5
wairthabited. In 1971 theanhabited viflages had 6,538,763 persons (56,26 per
centolthz wal papeiation). Tae remaiaing [O3, 188 parsans (F53 per cent)
Lived inm coearns.

The average numnoar of personsperinhabited villugein the district was

L4456, FHovweaver, the tucal popalatiencould bz groupad m diffzrent units as

fullows® —

LInii of papulztion MNumber ot Tinzal
Villmas pepulstion
1 7 3
Less chan 200 21 2,561

== SR LY

Vo Stmlistiead Aberraci -:_r'Hw;-w IJ T S

1, Motified Area  Commillecs wens Ls-la.b'llsl'.ad. at Riwani and Hawoni Khes g
Adggaze 1971 and Juns 1973 caspeatively.  As such those two towns hawe oot been,  inglsde]
in the nhave desciption of towns which appertaigs 1971,

%, Swwvisticn! Abstrac af Haryoaer, iH?d—.’-‘S, p1l.
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1 2 3
Uc;wngha;rlql :15'5' = _5'5 = = EE',_SES.
Between 34 and 299 [ 3 102,595
Beiween W00 and 1,504 176 2,337,499
Between 2000 and 4,909 71 207,245
Between S000 and 9599 12 T 459
Lop MM o] abhove ! 13,511

a9 GIRIES

Sex ratie.—In 1971, the district hed E81 [emales per 10800 males.?

Literacv.—In the 1961 Census the perventape of wwotal literates in the
district works cul Lo 17.2 percent and of males and females 1o 275 prer cenl
anil 5.4 per cent respoctively.  There was & marked inereass inthe number of
literates during 196l 71,

The pereentapge of lileracy rose to 24,4 per cent and Lhat of males and
lormales v 338 and 1.2 peroent respectively.  There was a geowih of lieracy
by 7.2 pereens. oo 1971, 42.24 per cent of the srban popoulaoion and 21.53
por ceni of the ruml population was linerate 85 againgd the literacy matia of 3l
per ceini Too the urbun pepulstion and 2124 per cent for the roral population
Lor the State = a whale,

T ANGL ALk

Tiag Bhivwant destrist  spoaks Hingi 1m various forms: Hurpanvi is the
main dilest, alhough there are many vanaoons of i 1o the Biawand wod
Bawan  Kheea tahsils, people penccelly  speak Harvamvi, T the Loharo
tahsil, Huevaovl s slighily dembssped Ty Bare dialecous itis infuenced by the
metghboicaie Siate of Rajasthan, In the Dadrg ahal, the dialect of lhe
pecitle, besides Bugre, bas bezn influcneed by Braj dialeci dos 1o the vizits of the
inhubitants to Loaj aceas in the pazl. &7 paya tha of the Harveanvi dialect, is
pronodoeed, @5 000 gare Mo oar S0 gaye fheonthe Daden area wngd faeie gopo
i in the Lohwruarc.  'Llhe spevial tendency of gnding with o” in the word
the mplice of ‘w' in the word tha s @ main feature of Bugri influence while
the adapiionof ee’ inthe werd gave in place of *pa® in the word zava 1s the

1. Sraniwical Agrfeact of flarpamg, 197075, o 7.
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influsnze of Boaj dialest. Wiih the expagsion of cducadionul Ticililies and
maans of communications, the wse of standaed form: of Haryaowi  dindect is
on the increwss,

Immigrint [rom Pakistan have had lilile impzet an the dialeet of this
aren, tatherihey themselves have picked up the local diwlece. Lo govern-
mzit  offices and eduzationul inssicedons  [lindi 1= speken 5y the majority.
The Devmamart scrept s waed, Doe the huzinesamen mostly use Mahajan script
{lande) Tor theiraccounts books. The Romun seript i5 also found om dis-
play boards of business Tuwuzes and other mmstiutens in the toewns, but this 15
notd serapd of the masses.  Tlndn ig wsed only by ihe alder peoplz aml dhe
younger generotion profers Hiodi und Engtish.

RELIGIOUS LIFE
Rriicrovs Groces

RBeligions in 1974 were

Feligion Mumber Percentipe
Hindusg 13,348 04 G55
Tains 15,135 A
Hikhs 1,500 7
e L35
Mluzlims 1774 |
Tutal 8,501,786

Ihrows, -They Torme 9463 per cent of the toiul populztion and pre-
dominate both in roral and arban sreas. Most of (e Flindus fallow tradi
tiomad Llindu beliels sl praciss Sanatan Dharme.  They belisve 0 Shiva,
Vishnu, Brahme, Rama and Krishna. The ¥Vedas, Upanishads, Rasavang
und Mafabiorate wre their relipious books. Places of worship of Santan
Dt aree mandirs and shiveles whers the idols of gods and poddesses ae
kapt. Although Hindos believe in vavious gods aml  poddesies, (hey deoopt
the unity of God und muke Him respoasible for everyihing that happens in
this wmiverse.  The local dedies soch az Bhumie or Kaers, shriones  of Pirs

I Ihefizoaes e beaturiveand subfect to chage or the avadabilivy of scial ligizres
from the Census Dhepariment,
L Ipinghedes L3 por cent Scheduled Castes,
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(Wuzlim gu.im_:.} ind doeal siinds are warshippzd including beasvolent deities
such as Pirras and Satis by some - familice.  The practice of obsarving shrad-
ez in earvmneamoaration of dead  ancestors is corunon. Thesz are performed
for 15 days before the commencement of mawraray. Brohmansace fed onthe
tithi (dare) on which the ancestor died,  Ekir, frafwe, eto., are given to them.
Mo member of the Gamily takes maals befare the performuence of shrackiia.

Shiva.—Tne relizious peactices of the Hindus are identical all over
IIarvana, Shiva temple or Shivala is found almost in every village and pra-
vides glimpses of old andhitecture, People wisit Shivala, gencrally on Moo=
days, and worship the deity by pouring milk and water on the Linga (symbol
of the god). The jogis (pricsts), generally of the Kanphars (pierced ear) class
tuke the offerimgrs. Gauri Shankar Mandirar Bhiwani and Shunkar Bhagwan
Mandic ar Dadei deserve mantion.

Rama.— Fanta iz warsiuppad by all Ilindus oz the incrnation of ¥ashou.
The idols of Lord Rami, Lakshamanand Sifa arce plaged in temples Known
as Thakurdvaras. Ramaz is worshippsd on the occusion of Dussehry wheo
Ram Lila, the story of the Saseavaaa 15 soaged toodiciows parss of the district,
Fam Lila keeps the folk-theaire alive,

Krishaa.—In the Dadr tahsil the wonsip of Lord Krishos is wide-
spread. A nunther of villages ke Draracks, Moandgaon, Gokuland Bindeaban
of thiz tahsil hbave bzen mamzd atter places connzcead with hislife.  Especially,
the Alirs of thes  tahsl are Keishoy's stwuncl Tollowerz, Thoy used o wisit
Mathora and Veindahan, the saceed places connected with Lopd Krishaa, even
indays when there werg no meaans of communicatiang sxzept carts or camels,
Moreover the mamz of Lord Koshion s very dear to every Hindu of the dis-
[eict as elswwnere o e conntey and lemles Lo b are fouad o villases and
towns of the district.

Hinumaa—Hanuman, the monkey gad, isalse the ohjec of vensration
after Shiva. There wis (Re vustom ol ereating o Laauman temple belore dig-
ging a wall to averr acoidenis duving the consimclion, especially during  the
sinking of the well cylinder, berause Hanuman iz considered  the god  of
siremeih, A dilcull work @5 stacied alter saving Jof Bojronz Boi. The deity
is worshipped on Tuesdays. Inthe Bhiwani towa a hix temple s situated out-
side the Hououmin gate. and ac Doadri Haneesandl Ka Bare Wasdee s located
in Kikar Basian Basin Asother anwoon Moaodic az Dadri s simated  oear
Maithura Ghaii.

Minor deities. -Carously ecoowgh mase of the mulevolent deities are
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wrrshipped by women and by children.  Some Muslim pivs are also worshipp-
ed, particularly the malevolent type, for it is argued that there can be no harm
in worshipping them, while they may be troublesome if not propitiated.

Jambha Jee. The Bishnoi commuonity reveres Jumbha Jee and he-
ligves that he was an incarnation of Vishou, The name Bishnai seems to be
derived from the worship of this god, i (hey say that it is derived fremibe
2 (Bly ngt benelis of their creed as preparcd by Jumblie Jee, Jambha Jee's
main prezching wuzs not to hurm animal lifz and trees. He was alse agamst
all types of infoxicants., The hicrth anniversary of Jambhe Jec is celehrated
by Bishnois in temples dedicated to him and they also worship Rim at home.
The place of pilerimage of this ssint isal  Mokam! in Rejasthan.  The reli-
pions and social practices of Rishnais 2re different from other Ilindus. Their
religions functions are performed by their own priests and not by Brahmans,

Sun god.—This iz the god  whem the people chiefly  detight to hononr.
Na shring is ever lnill 1o this ged, bui Sunday is the day soered to him, The
mare pious emong bis devotces keep the fust (barat) in his honour on that day.
Thiz meins etting ooly vne meal with one soct of grain and ubstaining [rom
salt. Water is offered 1owards the sun, 2nd when the devolee first sieps cus
of doors in the moarming ke salutes the sun.

Bhomia or Khera—-Bhumin, the god of the homestead or the villoge
ifself, ofien called Khera, s an jmportaot god.  Bhumia i3 weorshopped  on
Sundey, People lighe a limp and offar 4 cake of bread ot the  shrioe; and
fued Rrahmans, This isdune twice a yvear, after the harvesis are gathered in,
und alsn on other occzsions. Bhumia is also worshipped =t marripges. The
bridegroom, bzlore procecding to the bride’s howse, takes o round of his
awn village and worships Mowma, and axain worships the pod before e enters
bis bouse alang with his beide. When 2 waman has had ¢ son, she lights
lamps, aod affines with cowdeng fve culms of the pomi grass called boen 1o
the shrins. %o too the fust sulk of a cow nr buffalo is alwevs offered £
Bhuiria, Women commenly tuke  theirchildren to worship  Bhomos on
Sunday. The Rrahmans lakethe oflermgs,

Smallpox  zisters, - Maa s worshipped for preotection apams: small-
pax, lhe importent shrine of one of the deities is ar Dhanana villege in che

I Bokan isa sl vilbspe dont Des at# distance  of I kikdoclres (lrom M2 vhha
merdiing the Bifanes district af Ryjasthon,. The rvillage hagbeen in existence  for moee tham,
O ecpuried.  Twied g walded S is liedd in commeaeraton, of s&2int Jambha Jee wha died
hereapd was boried. Bishnois foom all pars of the seanicy come woopay e homage
tothe fllustrious fowwder ol teic seceo {Rmer IS Gazereeer, 1972, ppe 116, 421-22],
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Bawani Khera tahsil. Of the seven sisters, Silla Mata ic supposed to be the
greatest and most virulent and ix worshipped heee on Tth of Chaitra which is
celled 5l Satom.  Besides this, pherr, the day after the Haoli fastival, and =ny
Monday, espacially i Chaita or Asadha, are Tavourable duys.  Children and
wormen pariicipate  in the worship.  Inspite of the preaching of the Arva
Ramazj such worship continues amone women.

During an stiack of smallpox, ne offerings wre made, and i the epi-
demie has onee seies] a village all offecings ars discontnuzd  till the disease
hawdisappeared. otherwise it is believed the evil influsnce would spread,  Bunt,
o [ong us Mata keops her hunds off, nothing is too good for the goddess, for
she is one of e preal dreads of Indian mothers. The dread 15 baszd upun
the high incidence of deaths coused by the discase. However, with increased
facilittzs Tor wiccinidion, 1 material reduction in mortalizy bas been aclicved,
el people 201 have undinunshed fich an (he smallpox gaddess.  Sedh Maia,
Busanti Muta, Kali Mai, Gureacn Wali Mutu, Motali Matz and  KEelni Mualni
Male are other matay who are also revered,

Gogan Pir, Gupea oo Jahar Pin, thougha Muoslien, 15 supposed  to be
the grestest of the snzke-Xings. Guges  is worshipped sverpahers, The
h and 15cth of Bhadra. cspecially the former (considered s Gugge Neumi),
are dedizated Lo (his Pic, and peserally the 9ih ol any mondhoand all Mondays
are hisdeys. His chring wsnally consias of 2 smail one-room bailding with
A munaret at coch corner and o gravetnside,  Ltis called oomerd and s mark-
ed bya Tang bambeo willl pzacock plimes, 2 coconl, some coloursd threads,
and some fand-pankfizz with o blue Aug onthetop, Omthe 9th of Bhadra the
Tozis take thus Oy-Dap, knoews as chiari, cound the villagz to the sound  of
gerops and the devolees salule i and offer chirmas. The Balmikis singr devo-
tionsl senrs koown ez 'Pir Ke Ssife” in his honowr to the secompaniment of
derpoy,  Bealing of deroos 1s the exclusive povilege of 1he Baloek: community,
ptliers muy tuke partin singing, dancing or simply offer charfows. Tiis he-
Tigwrad thag the spicil of Gueea temporasily takes abode m the devoree dancer
who proves this fact hy beating himself nccasionglly with a bunch of iron
chais culled  oficfbnek. Gupee  Pir iz also the subject of tolk-songs.

T description of foirs in koneur of Gugga Pir iz given under soh-
hend Festivals and Fairs,

rher saints, -Chamars of the disteicr worship Guro Ravadas, a preat
st born ot Mandur villaze nesr Kaszhi in Uttar Pradesh. Gure Ravidas was
apainsl Aecasie system,  Temples forkis worship luve been erected intowns.
The bicth anniversary of the guen iscelehrated onibe purnime of Magh menth
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{Fehruary-Marchl. ©On the occasion jhankies from the life of the gurw Aze
taken out in procession to the accompaniment  of Bigbon mandalic singing
devolional songs.

RBalmiki community reverss %aharizhi Belmiki; the composer of the
Reamavang. 1t s said that Irom @ dacoit he rose to the position of & greal saint
poel,  ITis birth anniversary is celebrated with enthusiasm in the  month of
Crztoler,

Arva Samaj.— The arya zamaj hasz influenced  the life of poople 1 the
dizlrict czpecially o the BReesmi tahstl, Az stated in the Rl Dsrict and
Loharu Siate Qazeiteor (Hivar Mareicd), 1M 51 an orphanage was catablished at
Bhijwoni io 1899 by the Area Samey, This sived the lives of some. 100D
children who ware tanshi handicrafls in addjtion to reading end writing. The
uplift of Harijans, widow marrizge, eradication of illosical ot superstiiious
belicls profeciion of cows aod propasadiion of Hindr are some of the activities
of the Arva Samaj.

Jams—They 2re mostly in Bhiwzni, are of the Ageareml community
who Tave adopted the Jam Dtk They  worship  Lond Mabavica and (he
images of Tirlhankaras, They celzbrate the paregs, e, the festivals conneci-
cd with the life of Lord Mahaviea and Ththankarzs.  Jains - abstzin from
meas and are  protectors of anmmal life. '

Mrarms, -Some Muoslim Gonodlies are in the villages of (e Thivea o and
Lohorutahzils. They heve a well kept mosque in Lobarme where they practice
ragzs and celebrate  relicious Gestivals.

CunggTians, -Chrstians, thoueh nosmall numbers i the district, start-
cd misgtonury wark in Bhivani in 1887 and {he chianch was orsaniced in 1903,
Medial, educstioml and orpiiannee warks . werg staped by the Mission, at
Bhiwani. A church was buill in the Mava Bazair, Bhiwend, in 1925, The
Chirtstinn community guther hereon every Sunday for praver,

BIRDG: -2kl o menority communiy ia the district, have a  gardvora
on the Railway Road, Bhipaan, which was buile in 194,

SLUPERSTITIONS

The maes generally cling to many traditicnal sapersticians in per-
forming ordinary acts of dailv lite. Some of the commonly prectised supee-
sticions are  listed bBelow :

L. Thid, p. 64,
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IFa hlack car crosses ong’s path, iris & sign of failare In work, I
RIS OTE snscres, itisa bad omen for poing oul or beginminga job, A woman
with an empty pitcher, coming from the opposite direction and crossing ong's
path, is considercd inauspicious.  1fthe pitcher 15 Tull of water, 3 1s regasded
as o Jucky sipn.  While going vul on a0 auspicions wark, 10 iz generally con-
sidered inauspicious ta come aornss a Brahman or a person carrying a bundfe
of firgwood.

The astrologer ts invatinbly consuliz:] e every impaoriant  oceasion,
e.g. an the bicth of & child, for fixing 1he dates of marriage or any other im-
portant accasion, for procecding on a distant jesrney, opening 3 new shop
pr Tactoery, chiecking Givourable slars Tor fove, Nitigatlion, examinations, carcers.
Erc.

The lacal tuielary godsz and saints tre stll worshipped by the people,
and education has had lictde fluence it wesning away penple fom sach
Pracrice.

FraTivaALs anp Falgrs

Herpana revels in festivals and icds theougn them  that the gpizit ol (he
communilty findsesnression,  The comimen festivals celehrated by the Hindus
tre Holi, Diwali, Teej, Gugea Mapmi, Raksha Bandhun, Dussfhrs and  Junsm
Aghtami, Other festivals are Shivracrl, Bhava Ded. Bam XNewnil, Satipoja,
Dprga Ashtemi. Some festivals ace celcbroted only by wamen. In this category
fall Karwa Chauth, Niciy Ehadshr and Hoee,  Karwa Chauth  1s celebraled
for the long life of huskand. The princimal festivels are celebrared by the
Iindus here s 1o other parts of the countre. Loz, therefore, not necessary
tor give a detailed zecont of their absecvadion,. vasakh Pucnima, Kartika
purnime, Krishna Tanam Ashtami, Durgn Ashtami and Devi Fairsare of Tocal
Importanee,

Yoisakh Turgima amd Kyctikn Puecsimg, - Poople from Girand near [lock
to celabrate these two fuirs at Tosham. They take a bath at the saceed Lynd
al the Tosham kill, Abouot 1M pesons actensd these fors. iz said thet
there was a great saint wha had four or five disciples.  Raha Movng: Ta, one
al the discinlzs possessed supermutura] powears, After his deatk a small femnle
was raiged i his Ronour and peopls beean o worship him,  1ere are five
faedy (reservoirs) ditfecently named witha paces tank and dharmsala existing
here,  Acbath in the fwnds {tough lour of chem aralilled wAth carth end are
dry} is considered a5 sacred as a dip in the Ganga.

Krishna Janam Ashtami.—In the Harvana region, the town of Bhiwani
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is koown as the little Kushd of Lodiy, for its temples.  Krishna Janum Ashtmi
i celelrcated oo dhe Bh ol Bhadea CAuges) wilh greal zest. Celebralions 1
Ciauri Shunkar temple stact o number of duys betore the Janam Azhtmi with
ilumina oy and  ether decrerations, calibition of jhakis, birajun-kirtan
and pyje.  On this day all other templesinihe town aredecoraled and  fan-
dodgs and fankis ace displuyred. People from far and near visit Bhiwani to
gee the devorated temples,  Janans Ashioo s also celebrated at Chiarkfi Dadri,
Bond FKalamand Kari Draeni (Dadritahsil),

Durga Ashtmi.—Bicth of Durga or Durge Ashuni fair is also held at
Bhuwamd onsti Badi of Chaates (March).,  Durga temples are decorazed on this
day. Tie villagers flock to have darshans of Thargs mate,  The wolof Durga
i5 tuken out ina decorated chariot end people in thousunds follow it ina
Provesslon,

Deri Dairs.—Ar Devsar {Deosar), aboul 3 Kilometres Irom Bhiwau,
the Bhiwani t1ahsil, a faie s held iwice yearly in Chaiira (March-April) and
Azu) (Sepoember-Ociober] in henousr of Devi,  Ltis said theat a Mahagn of
Bihuwam had a deeao that if e ol a temple foc the goddess at Levsar, he
wienld amass hoge profits.  Consequently hé got 4 temple edected and a
regulur Lzir bzgan to bz held,  Another legend seys that bad davs begot w
rishoman, e asked Tocs boon from the poddess, The later removed  hus
hardzhips and he pot 2 temple coasirecied in bgr honour, According o yel
another version, a spesking imuize ol Duecga Bopwani riding o tiger appeared
here,  Phistemple of Lkevidzona hillock cluss (o the vaidlege,  About H 0o
persons from adjacent villages attend this far.  Offering of clothes, coconuls
wod sweet meats are mode.  Lhe lirst hasr-cut ceremeony ofa chuld iz elso per-
Torma=d hore by believers,

A Pahary, o the Lolaza ahstl, (wo s are held, where the object
of vensration s alse Devic Taess fais take place 0 the monihs of Chajlra
(March-Apall and Asy (Bep-October) oo oa lill at a dissance of abouc 1o
kilomizives fooom Loharca,  BUesand chas duzing the balile of Tamin between
Poiiveiraia Chahamana and Moebsmmad CGrivaed, some Bajpist soldiers snder the
conunandod 8 princess were vemplor on the billock. The princess received the
sad nows ol ler husbaml's deach o batils,  She L d funeral pyre end burnt her-
soll tedeach,  LThe paople called the princess 8 poddess, constructed o tomple
i e hoosar and inaalled an idel.  Anoiher verzion s that _;_.-;_uju.:tjm-: 1
the uadared past, semzbody iasialled an idol of Durga here which s still
worshipped,  About 1O persens  altend this luir. Even persons  as fagp
away ds Bombay and Caloucta pay a visil {othisfawr.  Offernipgs of oroamenzs,
wiasll and sWwestmeat ape made.
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Mela Sitla Mata.—There is 2 shrine in honour of Devi Sitla (the Small-
pox goddess) at Dhonana in the Bawani Khera tahsil. 1t has o small idol
(about 15cm) of DeviSitla ina room, where generally women and children
worship nnd offerides of sweetmezats, Ioavesand bangles gre made, People
from all parts of Haryana attend this fair. The hair-cutting ceremony of
children iz also beld here.

This fair is also held at Dhana Ladenpur, tnhsil Bhiwani,

Hanumam Mola at Emlota,—In Imlota villoge of the Dadri whsil, o fair
in hononr of Hannmen is held on the 10th of Phalgun (Febraary). People of
1 v 15 ndjacent villages coma teatiend. Wresiling is popular onthiz occasion
gnd the winngrs are given prizes.

Crugga Nawmi,—I¢ i a religous festival comnected with snake worship
obgerved on Bhodra '9(Aupust), To commemorate Gugge MNawmi, fiirs are
held at his shrfne every yedar on this daje,  Some people go outin scarch
of hoks that might have'snakes; and serve them Epchol-fased {diluted milk)
amil serfin [ouked wermicelli},

Grugge Pir's shrine isdistinguished by its square shape, with minarets
and & domzd roel, and salways known ssamad, Some of ihe places where
this lestival iscelebruted in the Bhiwani district ore Bajina, Bamly, Sidhan
(tahsil Bhiwan), Bond Kalin, Becla; Badbari, Badmi, Un-M ostil-Badhowan,
Gudomn, Thojhu Kalon, Mankowas, Sanwar, Khatiwas, Patwas, Badwona
{tahsei Dadrei), Sidhenws, Budhers, Paharcd, Jhumpo Kalan ond Bahl {ialsil
Loharuj,

S0CIAL LIFE
solial Groups

Significant social groups found in thedistrictare Jats, Ahirs, Brahmans,
Rujputs, Aroras, Banias (Aggarwals or Mahajans) and Backward Classes.
Giujjars, Bishnoi and Rabarls have olso  been mentioned beciuse of their
peculiar Fegtures. Aroras comprised the disploced: population, wha settled
inthe district asd consequonce ofthe Partition in 1947, Jats, Ahirs, Rajputs,
Giajjors and Bishnois form the agrcularal backdong of the district.

Juts.—Jats, whoarein large nombers, areof two ivpes, Deswolis and
Bagris, Deswali Juts claim to- be originadl Haryanvi and Bagri Juts are
im nigranis from Rajasthan. Inter-marniage now iakes place berween Deswilis
and Bagris. Bagri Jais of the Lohuru and Bhiwani tahsils have by and large
adopted the oulture of the Deswali Juts of this arca.

}.
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The HivarDistrict and Loharu State Gazetreer (Hisar Disteicr), 19151,
gives anotherdivision of Dzswali and Bagrl Jats commonly recognised
throughaul the district, viz, Shibgorra and Kasabgotra Jats. The Shibgoiras are
# numad fram che Dace thae cheir ancestor is traditivaally said do have sprog
From the mijied hair of gad Shive. The Kasabgotras, oa the other hand,
claim chay tesir forefathers were originally Bajpuis, who ook o agriculiure
and the marriage of widows, and so sank inthe social sgale, The Shibgotras,
however, assert  that they are aval ({real) Jats, and do not claim
Rajpac ocigin. Taeee are said to be |2 gty of Shibgoira Jats. The traditson
as to theirorigin is: Onz Barh, a Shibgotra, made bimsell master of 8 lorge
paction of Bikaner, He subsequently founded 8 pown mamed Jhaosal and
from his 12 sons spoang the 12 gets of Shibgotea, of whom only three or
Four sre to bz Towad s this disicet.  This dilfecence of traditional origin
may wall paint ton real difference an descent, dmd the Shibgotras mny have
bzen originlly aon-Aryan aborgines, whoss chuel deity was Shiva, and with
whom the less militans tribes of the Aryan invaders inter-murrigd, adopiing
atthezame time some of their socil customs and worship, thereby also
getting to thair socinl level and bacoming Jats,  This would also sccount for
the prevalence of the worshup of Shiva among the Jats.

Titz principal clans of Bagri and Deaswali Juts in the disioel mclude
Sungwan snd Shoruns, Ghaiwals, Puniyas, Duhans, Panghals, Phogais,
Booras, Leghns, Kalkas, Lore, Maheon, Potulya, Lacher dad Kundu, Some
of thewe are described below ;

Sangwan and Shorans,—They claim that their encesiors Sangn and Shora
were Chauhan Rajputs of Sirsa,

These Chaghans migrated into the Dadri and . Loharo whsils.  In the
Dadritahsil, Sangwans hive settled in A0 villages as these were held by Sanga,
their ancestor, Shorans are in 75 villages of the Loburu talisid, which had
been held by their ancestor Shom. They setthed down pnd married Jat women,
and so became Juis,2

Ghatwals,—Ghatwals are Deswali Jats known os Malaks. They claim
to bz Sircha Rajpuss, und have come from Garh Gazni in Afghanistan.
‘Grmrwals are scattered over the whole district.

Pusiyas. —Puniyas belong 1o the Shibgotra section of the Juts,  being

—

1. Thid, pp. 8788
2. Ibld, p. 90,
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descended, as they stats, from Puniya, theeldest son of Barh. They do not
cluim Rajpul origin,

The Jags dres fough and siucdy communily. To-day they sre more
libarul in social relations, Though peserally sgriculiucists, they now do mol
comfing themsslves (o this and have surned (o other professions with success,
A lapge numder of Jats of the district are serving in the armed (orces, and civil
depariments of Haryana.

Ablri—Toe term Ahir may be variously explaingd. One view is that
the Alirs are o pastoral caste, their mame being derived from the Sunskrit
abimra (milkmany.  This traditional wiew was expliined by the circum-
gtanzs ihat Korishas, b Hindo avtar (Gcdmiton of God) ol Lhedpar was o
Ahirand ARics sre devoless of Lord Krihoa., The Abirs, therelores, identily
themselves with Abhiras.

Ahirs of this disicicts call themselves Yoduvanshis (Lord Krishna was
abss of Yaduvanshh and they are masdy sgoiculiursts, Taey wre good culii-
wvutors and are of ths same socell standing as the Jais and  the Gujjaes.  Muony
of them are in the army and make good soldices.

Bralmans.—There are fowr s2étions of Brahmans a this district, e,
Giauy, Khandelwal, Dakawl pod Coamirwd. They ore divided inte virous
gots, Gaurs daren the majorey.  Tooy were broughi by various immigrant
agriculiural wibss  Tor parforming  peliglous  coremonizs. Yery few  Gaur
Bralmins sre now engaged in the discaarge of thess lunstions; they have
adopead agolculinee as a peofession. Toesy, lhowever, reosin anoinstiner of
supaciooity dnd do oot sacially mix with olher casies excep: Maohajans and
Sunarzs, Khsodelwals state that they wre a beanch of the Gavrs and are
cogaged in the discharge of relighous funclions.

Dakant Brahmans revere Shani (Satacn).  Satecday s ossociated with
Shuni and de Dukaws onthizday ke oferiags oficoa, sezsame (W) or wed,
black clothed, oil and setmafe (seven typasof grains mixed). They huve mostly
saifiad fo ober wotivides, as ceir coadidonal Demily religious profession is
oot adequsie asa-source of livelihood.

Chamuarwa Brahmans have their own siory. They cluim to be Gaur
Brahmans. Togy say thatibeir ancestor went o paefoem the birth ceremony
of Gura Rividas, a geeat saint from Uttar Pradash abouwd 550 vears ungo.
Ravidas wis o Coamar by caste and the purobit (prizst) who performed the
havan ceremony at the bieth of Ruvidas was declared outcasie by his fellow
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Brahmans. Since then thedescendants of that purokit (pricst) have been offi-
ciating in the religious ceremonies of only Chamars. They will not accept
offerings from any other caste. They are also called Gorrn Brahmans and
mostly fonnd fn Bhiwani.

People still regard Brahmans with a degree of superstitious reverence,
based on the traditional beliefs of nges.  In apcient times  Buddhism and
Fainism were the first to protest agaimst the Brahmans for giving  religious
sanction to the caste system, and performing rituals for their own advantage
Modern education, the infliusnce of western thought, ceatralised adming-
tration and the mapid means of communications are some of the important
factors which are breaking down the caste system based on the superiority
of Brohmans, The sccolnr practices of the Constitution. of Indin is a legal
basis forchange in the snme direction, Much that remnins of the Beahmaon's
former glory is now witnessed only at the time of ceremonies associated with
birth, marriage and denth,

In the Bhiwani district, the Brahmans are not whelly dependent upon
their ffeans (clizntsd and have taken to agricultore, trade and service.

Rajpots. - The ferm denotes a caste or sect of warlike traits and they
claimed superiority over oll castes. Rajputs of the Bhiwans district migreted
from Rajasihin 1o seitle here, Thereafier they adopted the culture of Haryana,
Their customs are therelore different feom the customs of Rajputs in Rajasihan,
The impartantclans of Rajputsin this distriet are Panwaes, Jatus, Sheikchavatis,
Chauhans, Tanwars and Bhagtis. Panwars are in the Dadyri tabigl and Jafues are
in the Bhiwani tahsil. Sheikhavati and “Bhatti Rajputs are found in  the
Lobaro gnhal,

Rajputs were known for their valour, chivalry, loyalty, horseman-hip,
swordsmanship and friendship. Rojputs in the district retain the mnrtial
inatinet of their ancestors and prefer an army career o agriculiuge, A larpe
number of Bajputs have joinsd the armed forces and have proved their + orik
ws soldiers,  Bapors ond Tigrane villoges of Rajpets top i the military service.
They still retain the superiority of descent and their pride of being 4 Rajput
is depicted in their separatist teadency viible in dress and customs,

Banias (Aggarwals or Mahojans),—The word Banio is from the Sanskrit
banif which simply mzans a trader, 2nd it is more the name of a class or ocou-
pation then of a tribe. The three divisions of this coste are Agparwals,
Oswals and  Mahesaris. Aggarwals are the most plentiful in this
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district. They are sajd to have come from Agroba (Hiszr)! The maosi
popular surname among them is Gupts whose origincan be traced back to
the founder of that dynasty. Oswal and Muohesaris, the two other divisions
of Banias trace their origin to the Rajputs of Rajasthan.

The Bankas constituted the backbone of the villnge economy by cons
trolling rorsl finonce, At present, they consiitute the backbone of industry,
They control the commerce and trade and operate most of the privately ewned
public wtility projecis. Many of the Banias in the past left Bhiwani villages
and established business inother parts ofthe couniry particularly et Caloutta
and Bombay, The Apparwals have alsoshifted towards service and politics,

Theyarestrict in the obssrvance of caste rules and do not eazily mixwith other
castes,

Gujfars—Guijars  in this disteict  are efficient cultivators. They ane
of gond physique and have equal socinl status with Jats and Ahirs, Cattle-
keaping ways their main profession in the past bt now they have adopted agri-
calture. They are also keen to join the army.

Their main clans are Basih, Karhan, Kar, Brar, Mohmor, Bochcha-
wirt, Rownt, Muisiand Taneja. They are found in the Bhiwani, Dadri and
Bawani Khera tahails, Like Ahirs, they are devotess ol Lord Krishna,

Aroras.—They came (o Bhiwan mostly from Mulian and Dera Ghazl
Khan disiricts of Pakistan after the partition of the country in 1947, They
have largely setled in the urban areas, i.e. Loharu, Bawani Khera, Charkhi
Dadri, Bhawon, Tosham and Siwani. They are hordworking, energetic and
enterprizing, They are engaped in shop-Keeping, trade, government service
and agriculture. During the lnst 30 vears, they have made their mark inall
these spheres. Their culture his inflacnced the local people  of Bhiwand,
They have libzralized the traditional ‘costom of purdah and also influenced

rituads. They hove a progressive ootlook and are Known for modern trends
i dress ond dwellings.

Bishnois,—Bishnois derive their nzme from Yishno az they lay
great cmphasis on his worship.? They ore the followers of Vishnu
carnated  in Jambhaji,  Ordginally  the Bishnoi  sect adopted
g cosmopolitan spirit and threw it gates open o persons belonging

1. Agrohn wis founded by Aggirwals sfier €0l Apgar Sen. The lown was maided
by the Muslings nfver wieigh the Aggareals dispersed 1o the soath and enst,

2. Mnheshwari, Hirn Lal (D7), Jombbof, Fihned Serpirockoa  Awe Fudina, Yol T,
Chlouga, 1570 (0. Litt. ihesia for e I."‘lﬂ'ﬂ'!-lqI al Bajesihan),
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to any caste or creed, and mostly Jats, Brahmans, Kshatrivas and Vaishyas
joined them. They sink theirtribein their roligion and merely give their
caste as Bishnois, They have migrated from Rajasthan and have settled in
Siwani, Jhumpa and Lilus in this distdce. They retain their characteristic
language and dress which sepirates them fromother castes. They are strict
in the observance ofcaste rules and they do not inter=0ine even with HBanins,
Jats ond Brahamane. The use of tobacco and meat is forbidden. They
abstain from taking animal life and cutting trees.

They nrecultivators and landowners. Modern liberal ideas have not
influsnced them. They are backward educationally and remain atoof socially,

Rabaris.—Rabarts arc immigrants Trom Rajasthan. They had left
their homes during famines and ssatled in various parts of Harvann. In
the Bhiwani district they are found at Bawani Khera, Paluwas and Biran.
They claim Rajput origin and state that they have socilly sunk due to
poverty, Theinfluence of Rajasthan is still noticed in dress and dialect,  Their
main oocupation i3 the camel trade, They are distinguished  from others
by long beards and moustiaches.

BACEWARD (CLASSES

There are 36 Scheduled Castes, 6 Vimukat Tatis and 61 Other Backward
Classes acattered in the districi.! Balmikis (Churss or Bhongiz), Chamars
and Dhanaks among the Scheduled Castes and Kumhars and Khatis among
the Other Backwiard Classes mre in greater numbers ascompared to the others,
These nre briefly discussed below. Although Lohars {one of the Other Back-
ward Classes) are not numerows, they are also described becunse of their
local imporiance.

Balmlklz (Choras or Bhangis).—Balmikis were the scavatigers and cven
now follow thiz profession. They are found both in rueal and urban apeas,
However, in the roral areas they are cultivators or agriculiural labourers
and do not work as sweepers. They also rear pigs, goats and sheep. They
maintain that they are descendants of Maharishi Balmiki, author of the
Ramayana epic. Education has not made much headway among this ciste,

Chamars,—Chamars of the districl are divided into 4 sections —
(17 Chandors or Deswali Chumars.—Scattered throughout the district.

1. Pos their detalled clussification, see Chapier on "Otsher Social Services™,
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(2) Eali.—Mosthy found in Bhiwaniand Thumpa.
{3) Bhambhl—They are in Siwani and Raipuria Bag.
{4) Jafia or Jatav.—They are only in Bhiwani.

There are now no social barriers among  these sub-castes and inter-
marriages ake place.

The tarm  Chasmuir 15 &n occupational term. Besides their old pro-
fescion of leather and shoe-making , they have <hifted to agriculture and
services. In the Loharu and Bavwani Khera tabsils they own land, but in the
Dradri and Bhiwani tahsils they culijvate land astenants. This community
is politically conscious, Tt has progressed much after Independence and
its members now occupy important positions in the services.

Damaks—Dhanzks are also scattered in wvillages and towns of the
district,  Their old profession his been menial work and weaving. A large
number have now shifted to cultivation asagricultural labourers.

Kuomhars,—Kumhar  is an occupational term connscied with pafterv.
Many distinet tribesare included init. Kumhars of the district are divided
imto Mabar, Gola, Magreichi, Bidwati, Magori and Bhandin, These ore not
separnte clans. The Kumhars have abandoned pottery and taken to agri-
cultare. In towns, they keep donkeys for carrying sofl for house construction,
Their economic position is batter than thot of their agricullurist counter-
parts.

Khatis,~—The term khati is the name ofan occupation and itdeveloped
into @ caste liter. They trace their ofigin v Brahmans and call themselves
Jangra Brahmans, Khatis peépare wooden implements for soricultore.
The villnge Khatts are aot techmically traimed 0 their occupation and they
are ooly capable of making furmiiuee for villagers. They have nl:o 1oken
to cultivation in sddition 10 carpaniry.

Lohsrs.—Lohar is also - an occupational term.” The men of Jal and
Rajput origin took to blacksmiths work doe (o poverty and became Lohars.
This iz proved by the Fact that their gots #re identical in name with those of
Rajputs and Jats. These Loharsarecalled Deswali Lohars and they are
scattersd in the rural arcas, Lohars have not confined themselves to hlack-
smith's work and have also adopted the agricultural profession. -

" Suthars, another type of Lohars, are nlso found in very small numbers
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in the district.  Sithar tribe hasa traditiond thar 12,000 of them were taken
ta Delhi by Emperor Akbar, and there forcibly circumcised and made o
becoms blockamiths, . These men troce their origin to  Sindh (Pakistamn)
where they say, they held Tnad. They are usually called Muliani Lohars in
contradistinction 10 the Deswali Lohars and are sub-divided into two-sections,
the Bara and the Bhatti, They are now carpenters in this district.

Gadiva Lohars are so called because of the cart of peculiar shape in
which they carry their belomgings, They cliim Rajput origin amd wander
fromm village 1o village in search of blacksmith's work, They piich their tents
on the fringe of villages. Thete gypsy type people are eyed  with suspicicn
by the locils who remain uleal from thens,

I tER-CasTE RILATIONS

Though thecaste sysiem iz losing it rigidity under the pressure of
gcconomic and social forces, alded by liberal lnws, it persists in the rural areas
ol the district.  Jats and Aroras are more liberal ininter-coste refations amd
this attitude is bound to influznee the social  behaviour of other  people.
Hateed and scorn for Harjans his decreased, but people do not mix wich
them on social ocensions.  Inter-dining i5 only occasionnl. Initar-caste
MACTILGes ANE MO COmieL. "

Dring nationnl erisis people hove been demonstrating  their unity
by ignoging cast or nl;ligj-:uus distinctions. In political campaigns cost sl
pluys 4 somewhat prominent role.

JogxT FAMILY SYSTEM

The family is locally known as kwba, A group of families having
common ancestors Betlled thfa, Two or more theley are jointly called
pana o paiii, Itiscommon for several brothers, and occasionally Tor cou-
sins to live topether and farm the land -jointly. More ofien the land s
managed jointly while the owners live separately. The most  important
characieristic of the joint Tamily system is that the income of all its members
is pooled and spent for the benefit of all the members, whether or not they
have actuslly samed any part of it. The basis for the syseem i 1o fnsufe
the maintenance of . all descended from & common  sncestor, father o
grandfather or great grandfather. The widows or orphans, the children,
young boys and girlsand ¢lderely or decrepit or physically  incepaciiared

1. Misae Disticr aidf Lohariy Seate Gasetieer' (Hivar Disteict), 1915, p. 93,
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members of the family, all receve attention of the head of family apd
are supparted und maintained out of the joint Family Tunds,

The joint fumily system which has beena  distinguishing feature  of
Hindu society since time immemorial, is breaking up under the stress of the
changed economie and social conditions. Variows factors are responsible
for this change. The competition for earning 8 living,  the tax-structure, the
increased cost of living, the mobility resulting from  the  requirements of
service and, above all, the growing spirit of individualism, spell the doom
of this nncient institution. It is oo longer possible for one earning member
of u family to feed and support 4 host of  relittons and dependents. Even
i the family where every member iserrning, it is difficult to make both ends
meet.  Another factor which bhasassisted inthe disolution of the system is
the growing tendency of lote marriages both for boys and girls. When boys
and girls marry at o comparatively adwvanced age, they prefer to live inde-
pendently. A new pattern, with an individualistic bins, is steadily emerging.
Usually the branch of the fumily which earns more mosey separajes from
the poorer branch. Those who enter ssrvice, have naturally to go wherever
they are posted and help to loosen the hold of the joint family.

While these changes are more marked inuwrban areas, the joint family
system is disappzaaring even in the villages, where people depend almost
entirely on agriculture. The average holding is too smal 1o support & joint
Tamily. Ir is thecefore inevitable that some members. of the family should
move outin szarch of service (o the towns or eliewhere to supplement the
family income, In this way the migreation of rural population to the towns
im s2arch ofa living—whether in business, industry, service or some form of
labonr—has vitally affected the structure of the joint family. Those who
migrate tothe towns get allured to modern amenities and try to settle down
thers with their familizs. They leave thafarm to those members of the family
who stay behind in the village. A wvillage youth moving to  town, after @
while gets s0 mituned to. urban ways of living thai be dislikes the thought of
going back. Ewven the trend of the Tatest legislation on inheritance hos hardly
been conducive to the continuance of the joint family system.

INHERITAKCE

The law ef inheritance that prevailed inthe past asgiven on pages
20809 of the Hisar District Gazetteer, 1915, applicable to Bhiwaniand Bawand
Khera arcas, was :

“Inheritanice im all cases follows the rule of representation, fe., if
an helr who would bave been entitled is dead, his male heirs will succeed
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to his interest. The main ebject of rural customs in regird to present and
reversionary rights in property s o keep it in the agnatic group or family,
and thus inall buta very few cases only agnates can succesd.

“The muin rules of inberitance are as follows ; succession goes first
to the sons and sons' sons, per strips with representation, le. ifa son hag
died the share which he would have taken goes tohis sons and so oo, IF a
son hasdied keaving a widow, she takes & life inferest in the share which
would have come to him. The nzarer make descendants do not thus exclude,
the more remote, but all share pocording to the position which they occupy
in relation to the deseassd.  As between sons. by different mothers, the wsunl
rulg is that the distribution is equal among all soas, i.e. pogrand or bhalnbar,
and not by mothers, chendavand  or maoionbar.

“In ather words no regard is paid o wterine descent. The higher
cagtes in towns generally  follow, howewer, the laiter rule. In tha absence
of soni 8 widow takes a life interest in the decensed’s estate, but where sons
succeed she hasa claim to suitable muintenance only. On the death. of the
widow, or inher absence or on her remacringe, the fasther, if alive, succesds.
This of course rarely happens, as it i not often that the son separates from
his father doring the latters’ life time, and still less ofien doesa separated son
obtain o s=parate part of the family lond on partition before his  father’s
death. The father's succession is confined practically to cases in which a
sepairated son has acguired land subsequently.

“Afer the father the dnccession poes to the brothers and their descen-
dants perstripes and by representation; ifa brother has died leaving a sonless
widow, she takes o life interest in the share which would have gone to the
deceased brother, In theabsence of the brodhers or brothers” sons or widows
the mother of the deceased takes a life interest similar to thut of the widow,
In the absence of any of the above the succession goes to the nearest agnate
branch per stripes and by representation.

“Daughters and their fssues have no customary right to snoceed : they
are entitled to maintenance and to be suitably betrothed and married.”

Since the Dadri tabsil was previously under the Jind State, the Inws
of inheritance prevailing in the then Jind State were applicable to the Dadri
ared And were az umder] :

1. Phulkian States Gazettoer (Paticla, Jind and N, 1904, p. 133,
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“Aga pensral rule the son'or sons, nudursl or adopted, are entitled
o the inheritonce on the fothers desth, on his. abundoning the world and
becoming fagir, or on his changing his religion.  In defauliofa sonthe widows
ordinarily succeed totheir husband’s estate; or In case there is no widow,
the mother and father succeed. The mother has the prioe right, though,
as she and the father ordinarily- live ‘together, no partition #s 8sa rule,
required. IT neither parent has sirvived the deceased, his brother or
brothers: or his brother's sons within seven degrecs succeed in tum per cipifa.
A duughter recelves mo share, butil she is uamarried a share 15 reserved

“to delray the expetse of her marringe, This share is fixed by the coure

according to cinpemstances and depends ‘on the means of the family, Asa
role, sons, whether by the same or differént ' wives, share equitlly, The abave
rules are insegordance with section I, 2 and 5 chapter 4, of the State Qunpn
Diwani and the Tamhid (introduction), and section 2 of the Mozul Hidayat.
By custom a widow is notallowed to alienate the estaté so ns to deprive
the reversionary beir of it but she can do so on 'the accurrence of any  special
CMergency, €.4., in order to pay off debts, defray wedding and funeral expenses
or preserve  the family honour. The general custom of division in the State
isdocording tothe rule of pagwand but cumdawand partition s practised in
some villages in the Sangrur and Dadri tahsils, and in some special cases,
though very few families follow this rule. Among Mibammadans, even
of the caltivating castes there is a special custom wherehy daughters in soms
places receive shares in land.' The ‘eldest son 5 entitled {0 succeed to a
lambardar or chaudhar or, if the eldest son be unfit, the younger one or' his
s0n is entitled,”™

Now agcording to the Hindu Succession Act, 1956, sons and daughters,
the mother and the widow along with other heirst of the deceased, inherit the
intesinie propecty simultaieousy. A deughter hosos good B claim to her
futher's propirty s a son, provided the father does not debar her by lnw (in
cuse of his szlf-acquired property onlyl,. However, in hpiig of the right cun-
ferred by kaw, it appzirs to have become & general practice fur the girls not
to cluim any part of the intestate property. In the absence of a brother, o
girl may some time give her land to her near relatives, though in such cuses
she usually renains her right to property.

ManpiaGE CUSTOMS )
_ Proliminaries,—Afller the betrothal, the sawa or lagaw, Le.an  ouspi-
cions date for the wedding is fixed by the Brahman of puiroliit. of the bride's

11155. I. "Spacified n Class | of the Schodule vide Section B of the Hinde Swcecssion det.
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famity. The bride's father ssnds a'letter written on paper stained -yeflow, to.
the boy's father, which announcesto him the date or lagan fixed for the =
wedding, In the past this function was performed by the family nal. -MNow
the mai is rarely used. A day before the marringe, - the maternal uncle of the
boy or girl brings the khat.  This consists of pressats and necessarily includes
the wadding suits for the bride or bridegroom.  The people on the boy’s side
then get together and seara is collected.

Wedding.—0a the day when the bergar is to start, the boy is dressed
in his wedding suit brought by his maternal uncle. The kangma or seven-
knotied sacred thread is tied ‘on his right wrist, His head-dress consists: '-"'r _
a erown or orest over the turban, and a sofrg -:n:w:rma the fce.

After receiving blessings from mother and aunts, the bridegraom  is
made Lo st ona mare's back. This ceremony is popularly Known as gielr-
chari. The barher l=ads the decorated mare with the bridegroom on its back,
while women follow singing songs paculine to the occasion and the mother
or aunl or an elderly woman carriesd utensil containing water. His sister
puis her wrap over her right hand, and on it places rice which she flings st his
crown as the bridegrnom poes along.  He now worships the god of the home-
stead, Thersalter the barmas, uwsually comprising relatives and friends, st
out midst musie. In some cases, gerehard i performed o duy earlier.

If bath the partizs reside in the same place, which sometimes happens
ina town, noarcangsments for the lodging of the baraat are necessary. I,
of the other hand, the baraat comes from out-station, itis received by the
bride's side usaally arthe raflway station snd if by bus, atsome pre-agreed
spat in thecase of & town or on the oulskirts of the village, from which the
party is taken, sometimes in procession, to jemfefware, dharmsala, chopal
or any othar place where arrangements have been made for the harast to stay
and 1o be entertained.  In the evening, the bargat proceeds in procession with
the bridsgroom on iz mare, towirds the bride’s house with pomp and show,
The groom’s frieads dance before the mare 10 the  accompaniment of the
band. Sach dancing in & marriage procession 15 8 new fenture of recent origin
prevalent only ntownd and 5 aol comimen m u:"lEa'g,-.'q of the dhatriel. The
mifrizge party is received by the relatives and friends on the bride’s zide, ' The
first ceremony to be parformed is called barafti or milni when the boy's fither
and the girl's father embrace each other and the latter gives some money to
the boy's father: A the door stand women singing and  jaimala. is put” by
the bride around the nack of the bridegroom and vice verss. After this colour-
ful ceremoney the hridégroom is taken dinto the house and-the bargaris are
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then entertajned to & delicious and sumptuous dinner midst merriment and
festivity.

The sctual marriage ceremony always takes place  after nightfall at
the bride's hownse in the aspan for which a canopy is erected.  The Brahmans,
prrakite or Tamily priesis of both the partics are preseni,.  The Brahman makes
g chawk and lights the iom orsaceed fire. The girl's Brahman then cails
upon the girl’s father to perform  the kawpadan, ie. formal bride-giving.
The latter then puts some money or a gold ring into the boy's hand and the
girl's Brahman pours water on them: the father then savs that he gives his
daughter 45 a virgin to the bridegroom who accepts her in a form of words
cilled surat, The piel’'s Brahman then knots her orfna to the boy's dapatta,
and the phera or binding ceremony then takes place. The girl and the boy
both circle slowly four times round the fire, keeping their right sides towards
it. Among the Deswali Juis the girl leads in the first three pheras and the
boy inthelast. The Bagris reverse this: with them the boy leads inthe
first three and the girl in the last, The latter i followed generally by all
other communities. After the fourth phera the boy and the girl sit down,
their positions, however, being changed, the bridegroom now sitting on the
girl's right., If marriage is performed according to Yedic rit!, the number of
pheras is seven,

While the pheray are going on, the Brahmans of both partles recite
their respective genealogies, The parents thus give away their daughter in
marriage and usher her into the new world of gribastha. The ceremony nor-
mally takes between two to four hours primarily depending vpon the ingenuity,
skilland knowledge content of the priest. IT he is content with reciting the
holy manirar and restricts Rimsell to the bare rltuals; the ceremony is over in
two hours especially when he is anosteatatious and believes inan economy
of words., If, however, heisin a mood to parade himsell and make a show
of his learning, then he will go inta the how and why of each ritual and will
wax eloguently by on the duties of hushand and wife quoting copiously both
from mythology and scriptures.

The ceremony is highly coloarful, picturesque, and at times inferesting
glzo, There may, however, be noticed minor variations amaong certain castes
in the parformance and observance of these ceremonses.

Social mores and folkwnys change like fashions, There was & timas
when dancing girls were invited to the weddmng, their songsand dances
provided funand frolic to the guests, especially in rural areas, which had no
other source of entertainment. The cinema has changed all this. The prac-
tice of inviting dancing parties has virtually gone out of fashion. In villages,
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then entortained to 2 delicious and sumptuous dinner midst merriment and
festivity.

The actual marriage coremony always takes place  afier nightall st
the bride”s honse in the @tpan for which a canopy is erected. The Brahmans,
purodits or family priests of both the parties are present. The Brahman makes
a chawik and Lights the home orsacred fire. The girl's Brabman then calls
upon the girl's father to perform  the kanpadan, ie. formal bride-giving.
The latter then puts some money. or a gold ring inte the boy’s hand and the
girl’s Brahman pours water onthem; the father then says that he gives his
deughter as 4 virgin to the bridegroom who accepis herin a form of words
called susaf, The gicl's Brahman then Enots her orfira to the hoy's dopaita,
and the pherg or binding ceremony then takes place, The girl and the boy
both circls slowly four times roand the fire, kesping their right sides towards
it. Among the Deswali Jats the girl leads in the first three pheras and the
boy inthe last, The Bagris reverse this; with them the boy leads in the
first thres and the girl in the last. The Intter is followed gencrally by all
other communities. After the fourth phera the boy and the gicl sit down,
their positions, however, being changed, the bridegroom now sitting on the
girl's right. If marringe is performed according to Vedic riti, the number of
pheras i3 seven, .

While the pherar are going on, the Brahmans of both parties recite
their respective genealogies. The parents thus give away their dauvghter in
marriage and usher her into the new world of grikestha. The ceremony nor-
mally takes between two to four hours primarily depending upon the ingenuity,
gkill and knowledge content of the priest. If he is content with reciting the
holy mantras and restriots himsell to the bare rituals, the ceremony is over in
two hours especizlly when he is unostentations and believes inan economy
of words, [If, however, heis in a mood to parade himsell and make = show
of his learning, then he will go into the how and why of each ritual and will
wax eloquently by on the duties of husband and wife quoting copiously both
from mythology and scriptures.

The ceremony is highly colourful, picteresque, and at times interesting
also. There may, however, be noticed minor variations among certain castes
in the parformance and observance of these ceremonics.

Social mores and folkwavs change like fashions, Thete was a time
when dancing girls were invited to the wedding, their songsand dances
provided fun and frolic to the guests, especially in rural aregs, which had no
other sourcs of entertaimment. The cinema has changed nll this. The prac-
tce of inviting dancing parties has virtually gone out of fashion, In villages,
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gramaphones fitted with londspeakers have taken their place. A marriags in
avillage is a pala occazion and the eative community is regaled to popular
tunes and song-hits of the film-world, In cities, marriage celebrations have
virtually become standardized with the assistance of specialised contraciors.
The howse of the bride 15 It with multicolowred lights, shamionas are pui up
and the passage is adomed with paper-flower decorations. Film songs are
plaved through lowdspeakers. The barast approaches at the fixed time,
heralded by incandescent lights, ond a band plaving hot music o which the
young boysand girls do twist dancing, The feeding of the baraat is wsually
undertaken by a szparate contractor. ANl these  elaborsie and expenisive
arrangaments are made just for ons night. This standardised  system iz
paining currency in Bhiwani and other towns.

Previously, the barasr used to stay at the bride’s place for 3 davs but
here also custom has changed under the stress of economic forces.  Now the
Baragt returns  the same or the next day,  The bride®s matermsil uncle escorts
the girl, followed by women singing, to the rath (bullock care) or bus or car
im which she 15 o travel. The bride follows the bridegroom: during this
short walk, A few small coins are thrown over the heads of the couple ns
mitrk of good wishes and the procession starlz back Tor home,

In the old davs, mudkfewa (consumation of marriage) took place afier
a long time as girls were moarried at an early age before they atinined puberty.
Thess days since the boy and girl are married at o fairly mature ape, this cere-
mony is performed on the day following the marrigge and -ic termed patea
pher. But among Harijans and in a few other communities, muklawa is still
observed as before.  After the meklawa or patra pher the bride finally settles
in the bridegroom’s house, and they live as husband and wife.

Peculinr customs of marriage prevail in the Bishnoi community.
Among Bishnois the proposal for s beirothal comes from the bridegroom's
pelntives and not from  those of the bride, os in the case of  other Hindus,
Another feature. is that Ao pferas are performed; the binding ceremony s
pirl badal or exchange of stools by the bride and the bridegroom, who alio
take each other's hands (hathlewal.

Anand Karaj prevails among the Sikhs, The  distinction between
gt karg) and the Vedic marrigge is that in the Tormer the bride and bride-
groom instead of going round the sacred fire, go round the holy Granth, Some
verses Trom the sacred book are recited and though they are onginally meant
to describe in figurative way the union of human soul with the Supreme
Being, they are made to serve the purpose of sanctifving the union of bride
iand bridegroom.
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Civil marriages can be performed by the Marriage Officer of the dis-
trict who isthe Deputy Commissicaer but these are rare. Marriages under
the Hindu Marriage Act are also performed by registration in the office of

e

the Tahsildar who s Registrar for Macrlages under this Act.Such marriages |

are also rare, 85 the registration certificates of marriages are obtained only
by persons going abroad or require such certificates for income tax and

such purposes.

Amongst the Hindus, there were certain  restrictions on marrisges,
the most common being that no marriage could take ploce between familics
of the same gofre or where the gotrg tallies either on the paternal or the
maternal side. The Hindu Marriage Act has now removed the restrictions
as far as marriages among families of the same gofra are concerned. but
marrikges among spiodas are still totally prohibited by law as well as custom.
Inter-caste murriages dre ot socially approved either,

Dowry Sysfent,—The  dowry  system  prevails  everywhere. After
Independence it was mostly prictised by the Banits, but now it has become
necessiry Torall castes to pive dowry to their dunghters. In the past the
gitl’s faither out of love and affection for ker, used to give some dadly neces-
eliies of life, L. poferg, wotensils, bedding, clothes and some ornoments as
presents, But now this tystem haschanged and the bay’s father or the boy
limself demnnde cash and other valaahle gifis. In some coses {mainky in Bania
community) & definite amoont 1o be given by the beide’s fother §s negotiated
before the marrizge iz settled,  The amount 50 settled is paid either at the time
of setilemeont of the marringe or that of beirothal, and the balance ot the {ime
of various ceremonies  which precede the sctus] marrigge, Tt has become
increasingly difficult for o paoe father to marry even an able doughicr without
mongey, Even the dowry legislation of 1961 has not succeeded in achieving
is object.  People by-pass the law,

Murital nge—~Early marriages werea normal feature in the past
There is & change during the fast two to three decades, The Child Marriage
Restraint  Act enforced from April 1, 1930, provides penaltics for the celeb-
ration of marriages of males under 18 and females under 14 years of age.
There his in fact been a tendency to pastpone marringe bevond the spe speci-
fied inthe Act. The general magitel age ot present is 18=20 years in the case
of boys and 14—16 years in the case of girls in rural areas, in urban aress it is
higher.

Widow morriage.—Karewa is o simple sort of & marriage for widows,
Tt isin cssence, the Jewish Levirate; thatis to say, on the death of a man
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his younger brother has fiest claim to the widow, thea his ebider brother and
after them other relotions in the same degree; though Aarewa cannot be
performed while the girl isa minar, asher consent Is necessary.  Bug it has
brenextended sothar a man may marry 8 widlow whom e could not have
mirried &5 i Virgin, the only restoiction belng that she is not of kis own clin,
In Jats it hos been previtlent for conturies and other casics  except Rajpuis,
Brahminns and Banas, followed the Jat tradition. The father of the widow
gives  one rupes to the brother of her daugher’s decensed husband asa mark
of giving the davghter to him. On a fixed day before the assembly of rela-
tions the man throws & red woap over the woman's head and puts wrisilees
{chura) on her arm. Such a marriage penerally does not take pluce within
o vear of the husband’s death' Among Rajputs, Boihimans and Banins, the
Karewa hes also made its appearance recently.

Punar vivak i3 more common than kerewg among Rajpuats, Brahmans
and Banias, When none of the brothers sccept thelr sister-in-law as wife,
pumar vivah is parformed anywhere in their caste. The important ceremony
in ey vivah is putting foi made (gariand) around each other’s neck. Under
no gircumstances ¢on & woman pecform the pleras twice in her life. But
incasg the husband dizd shortly after marciape and the gicl has not lved
with him or if she has no issue, she is re-marricd with all the ceremonies usual
at marringe. Thas type of purar vivah is mostly adopted by the Bangas.

Kara isanoiber form of widow marriage. It is marrisge of o widow
outside her busband's clan,  There is no ceremony attached to kbarg and a
mediator helps inthe marriage. A woman marmed by kora s socially
regarded aslower thom other women, &sshe s brought for rearing her new
husband’s children and as-a kife companion in middle uge.

Widows who do not wish to marry live on the propecty lefl by their
Bushinds. In urbanarens, however, theeducated ones tuke up employmeai
or engage in some Kind of paid or honorary social work.

Divaree.—{divorca is not prevalent on amy scibe. There ix & Ecneral
teadency oosuifer hardship resalting from ill-mached murriages rather than
pracise divacce.  Soctaty prefirs to - lead o miserable life rather tian to dis-
solve the marriage. Amnotber way outhos beento kave the gicl with Les
parcois: for good. Bariter divorce waj possibie theough & panchayar, Bui
widow marriage and divorce sre looked down upon inalmost all the caztes,
Howaver, with the coming into force of the Hindu Murssge Act, 1935, o fow
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caszs of divorce are bzing instituted in faw courts ¢

Cazes institnted

Year Divorce Peti- Cases iCazes
Pending Mew Total  gramted tions  comp-  pending
CHEES casey dismig- Fomsead
ged
1973 = T 7 1 = — &
f474 & 4 15 I 2 — 12
1975 12 T 19 5 '] — 5
1976 5 v 2 I 1 — 16

OrHer BITUALS aMD CUSTOMS

The daily lifz of the pzople, their inter-communications, and their
genzeal bahavionr nre somz of the deciding factors in rituals. The birh of
achild ison occasion to celebrate, particularly that of a son. To announcs
the birth of an infant, a breass plate (thali) is rung in the room where the
delivery lakes pluce. The anxious pgelatives walfing ouwiside consider it
awspicious and congratulate esch other. Superslitious ceremonies accome
pany the birth of achild. The mother and the mmfant are kept in a separate
room for #) days, The doorand the windows are #lwavs Kept closed even
in the hot and sultry weather, A small dung cake fire is kept smoulddring
oulside the room as a proteciion against ovils. A branch of the margosa
tree 15 hong on ecach side of the room a5 an agspicious sign. On the wenth
doy  the whole house s cleaned, The Brahman comes to the
howse Tor fom or sicred fire. He sprinkles the whole of the house with
Ganga water. After how, the Brohman consulis his patea (book concerning
astronomy) end announces four nomss beginning with the same ketier. OF
these, only ong name §s to be adopted.  But the latest trend s not o adopt
any of the namas anncunced by the Braliman if it does not meet the liking of
the paremis. Insach o case, the first leiter of the names announced by the
Brahman iy made a basiz for adopting another name for the child, The Brah-
puEn receives deg (present) Tor performing o and noming the child. Then
the Brahman, the relatives and Triends are entertained 1o a feast.

Among Bishnois, the house is cleanad after 30 days. But the cere-
monics are performsd by Gayans, i.e. their religious priests and not by Brah-
mans. Gayan, the pricst, performs the fiom ceremony by burning the sacred
fire and chanting mantres of the Bishnoi faith, and the child is received into

it :
“Vishnu mantar Kan Jal Chhuwa

Shri Jambhguru Ki Kirpa Se Bishnoi Gua™
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After listening to the Vishnu moantra from Jambhaji's Sakhi, the child
is converted (o Bishnoism.

Among Aroras, the ol (sikth day) is  celebmted, but the chola is
an importunt ceremony, which is celebrated on the 15th or 17th day of the
newly born son when new clothes consecrated by their own Brahman nre worn.
A feast is provided for friends and relatives.

Muwslims summon & kezi who repzats azan o the infant’s ear, On the
sigth day, the mother takes a bath, and sweetened rice is distributed. The
name is given oo the $0th day by opening the Koran,

Almost oll Hindos perform the mendae ceremony when the boy =58
few years 0ld. On this oceasion, his hair iscut and hend shaved for the
first timz and frignds and relatives @re entertained toa feast.

Hindus and Sikhs cremate their desd.  On the thrid day the knusckle-
bones and other small fragments of bone fpdwl) are collected. I they can ba
taken to-be immersed in the Ganga at ence, well and good, but they musi not
be brought intt the villnge in any case and be hung up till finally tnken to the
Ginga or any other sirgam. Other  post=cremution  rites inchude 12-day
(bahra} or 13-day (tehra) mourning, locally called  angagrl.  Children under
B years of age ure buned withoul ceremony. Muslims, Chnstians and Bish-
noisamang Hindus bury their dead,  Earlier the Bishaons wsed 1o bury their
dead in the pali (eatrance of the house) but now they uwse o sepurate bucl
ground,

Posrmios o Wonsey

The ancients never even thought of an unmarcrizd davghter, or of the
economically independent wife, or of married widows, problems with which
waare: 0w eanseeazd,  “The daughter was legizlated ouwt of existence; the
wife bazams pact of the husband's family and the widow  was . presumed to
have dizd."+ Taz Hinda religion, howsver, naver discouraged eduocation
am iy waman, and we mestinaosizat hostory wamen paets and scholurs;
Edgcarion of womean, as for most men, wias confined to Brohmans
or roval and poble families.

During the mzdicval period the position of women became even worse,
Pardah oow bacam:a nzsesssary evil. Womsa were densed education, pro=
pariy and sometimss even fresh air.  In the beginoing ol the present century,
the Arya Samaj was the ficst to take up the cigse of women's  emancipation

I+ Pamiklkar, KA, Hinds Seclory af Crogs Reads, 1955, p. 35,
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by preaching against purdah, propagating women's education and widow
macringe, Gandhogi also championsd the cause of women's emancipation.
Mow the Indian Constitution gives equal rights 1o women.  Numerous  rights
like that to property, muintepance, divorce, e,  have been gpranted to Tndian
wom=n through various  enactmenis, Even abortion has been legalised.
Women are now by law required 1o be treated with respect and have been piven
equal stwtus with men in almost every sphere,

Despite all the efTorts to dispel the prejudice agninst women, the people
in the district feel mooe: happy on the bicth of a boy than B girl,. Women
are considersd primarily useful for the homs. People in rursl areis dee still
not in favour of imparting higher education to their girls, They hold that the
girls have 1o set up homes after marringe and take care of children. It is not
necessary for them to earn their own livelihood, Tt is the responsibility of their
hpshands to provide for them,

People are hesitant to spend money on girls higher education. Anothar
problem in the cise of Righly educated girds arises inDinding suitable matehes.
Most girls after studying for a few years in school, are put to work Bt husme.
The elder girls take care of the smaller children and also help their mothers
in various hoosehald duties.

Women, particularly those that are married, however, take their full
load of domestic and fisld work., Thus includes cleaning the house, fetching
water feom the well or village common tap, cooking meals for the family and
even carrying these to the men at work in the Tields, Women also help their
men in almost all agricultural operations like hoeing, harvesting and weeding
excepl ploughing, driving of carts and  building the well.

Purdal 15 still practised, but not so rigidly. Married women cover their
faces when moving among the elderly persons in the howse or sut in the village
or to the fields.

In the matter of education the position is  far from happy. A small
number of girls reach the middle or high classes. The girls studying in higher
chasses can be connted on the fingers.

The position of Rajput women is somewhat different from other co-
mmaunitigs, They observe very strict purdah and do aot go out 1o the liclds
to help their menfolk orgo to the village well to draw water.  All these jobs
are done by the men. Educationally slso Rajput women are mose backward.

Hirijan womza and those ol other backward classzs do odd jobs with
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their men in the fields of landlords on daily wages during harvesiing or weed-
ing., Some of them also work on repair work or construction work on roads
and canals. They supplement the family income by doing jobs for ofher comm-
unities sconamicnlly superior to them.

The status of women in the urban areas is comparatively much  better.
Education has received o new impetus with the opening of numerous academic
and various technical institutions, With the spread of education, social
barriers agufnst their employment are gradunlly collapsing. They are increes-
ingly replacing men, or participating with them in parollel figlds, such as
social work of varouws kinds meloding education, child welfare, community
work and arts and crafis.  Working women though economically eciive still
oooupy 4 subordinate position in social life, but they do not observe purdah
Lny more.

The fact, however, remains that backwardness of women has continued
ag 0 result of & deep-rooted malaise in our society tied to fundamental
nttitudes fowards them. A chapge in their social and dependency conditions
i% TeCEEsAry tO improve women's position in society, Employment is a major
plank for women's uplift and emancipation, Therefore, in all programmes
designad o stimufate agriculiural, animal hosbandry and forestry activities.
villngs and small-scals industries and the rural secvices seeior, the conscious-
nesd of the oeed Lo increase the share of the bgnefits going (o women has to be
heightened and realized in ocder te uplift the submerged masscs of women,

Prostititbon.—Trafficking in women for immori] purpose does nol exise,
nor is there any orgnmised gang of traffickers of women in the districi.

HOME LIFE

Yillages.—The villages of the Bhiwani district are wsually huilt on sites
which stand higher than the surrounding level. Some villages are built on
heaps of debris left by previons habitations. The villages are nsually surronnded
by tress and some sort of & jungle called  hand,

Every village has its johar or pool or & kimd in which rain water is
collected for domestic and other use. Since water iz scarce, both men and
cutths ussd the same willage johar. During prolonged drought, water in these
Johars and kunde vsed to get exhausted. Human beings and cattle were exposed
to great hapdship. 'With the implementing of the rural water-supply schemesd,
difficulties due to non-availablility of water have become a thing of the past.

1. Fordetails, see Chapiet on *Medica] and Pubilic Healih Services',
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Piped water-supply has been made available to 240 villages and 45 dhanis.

As a result of consalidation of holdings encogh vacant land hag been
left round the village. Tt is locally called phirmi. In this open space the villagers
gather their cattle before they go out for grazing. The roads leading to the
villages are now generally brond enough for their carts to move.

Dwellings, furnifure and wtensils.—The houses in rursel arens are mostly
of identical pattern. These ace baili with mud bricks and have thatched roofs
cilled chiumny, However, in the Bawani Khera tabail, chhany are not seen.
With changing economic conditions in the district, the thaiched houses ase
being repleaced by pakka houoses. Pakka houses of modern specifications
are seen in the villapes along the road fram Bhiwani to Kural.

Immediately alter the entrance 1o a house, there is usundly a room called
dakliz or a big hall called dlarwaza. Besides being o drawing ar meeting room,
itis. used particularly at the sides, for cattle and there are mangers and stables
where fodder is chopped, There follows an open space or yard, variously ¢called
anger, safan or bisalz; at the rear of this or on either side is 4 verandah, called
dallar or dfchala, and behind this apain nre inner rooms for sleeping and living,
called kotha or sufn, Thisis o fairly accorate description of the stindard
phin ofa house, but variations are innomersble, Prequenily two or three
minor énclosures will be found inside the main enclosure ond sub-divided by
wills, Within the enclosuresare the efiafehs or henrths st which bread s baked,
and ench distinet confoce] group living within the one enclosure has a separate
cfvlafi.  The hara or oven, in which the daily porridge is cooked and the milk
wirmed, 15 penerally ouwrside the entrance, and built apainst the outer wall of the
house i the gali or lane.  The houses are generally single storeyed. The house
topsare used for drying wood, fodder or grain, and alse for slegping in the
summer. The houses usually lack bath rooms and latrines. In the past there
wits no specia]l desigmimg of houses excepl the few favelis, which had been
built by Banins. The doors of these are generally carved and some also have
Mower decorations in brass.

There are some receptacles (kurhfar) for grain made of rings of adobe
bailt up into a cylinder. This has & small hole i the bottom, out  of which
the privin - runs and keeps fulla smull receptack openin front, from which
it is:taken 45 required.  Another woy of storing grain fs the bukhari, which is
separated within the KLorha with o partition wall about 1 to 2 metres high.
Kothi is nnother construction within the kotha, [t #s rectangular in shape and
besices foodgrains, other articles of daily wse are stored in it. This hasza raki
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(small window) for the entry or exit of articles, The face of the bohi ks
decorated with coloweful depwings in Indigenons sivle,

With the spread of education and ¢ growing demond for better sanitary
and health fncilitées, the villsgers are changing the pattern of their houses.
They now often have a sepirte catile shed and also ke care to instal lighting
and veatilation. The svailability of electricity in villnges has also changed
the look of howses.

Drwellings In wrban areas are almost always paklon. Bhiwani and Charkhi
Dadri go hack to the old style.  Many big boildings ere very well designed
with exterior or interior decorntion mosatly murals or legendary gods. New
colonies on modern lings have now also comes up. The houses in these have
basn provided with modem ameaitizs. Theseare elecirilied. Piped witer-
sapply is available at Bhiwanl, Charkhi Dadr, Lohacu  and Tosham. In
Siwtni, the committes has initalled on electric mator on o well for suspplying
drinking water, Basides, 12 stand posts have been provided under a raral witter-
supply scheme. In Bawani Khera too, water-supply has been nrrunpged throogh
10 taps from an open well fitted with a motor. There isalson  roral water-
sapply schema under which two standposis at sepurate places have been pro-
vided. The Bhiwani Municipa!l Committes bas provided uwndergrownd
sewarfipe in the town. A sewerapge scheme hasz also been vndestaken at Charkhi
Dadm'l,

There are generally few articles of famiture In & villoge houss, Thess
consist of bedsteads (kiwts) made of wooden frames covered with netted string,
moorras of difTerent sizas, a few small stoals (pidas) of identical eonstruction
and o few small low wooden tables (pafras). *In some housss a fine and strong
bedstead, made of o wooden frame nnd netted with thin string of sunny in
different colours, i3 seen,  Artheles of modern furaitare like chaira and tables
have started Finding a place in vilage houses:

In wrban middle clisy howses, chaies and tables are commonly seen. The
houses of the well-to-do ard tasiafully furnizhed and decorated in the modern
style.  Sofus, wardrobes, palargs, moprles, tables and chairs of different  de-
seriptions and other jtemsof modern furnitore fll the house,  Possession
of furnitore s considerad to Be o sign of social states and taste.  The paucity
of fornititre in on avernge homs iz partly offset by ordingry fromed pictures
and calenders,

There is no great difference in the utensils which the villagers use as

1, Fordealls, we Choprer om “Medicn] ond Publlc Henhh Services”.
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compared with (he towns, The metal vessels consist of large narrow mouthed
cauldrong {fokmas) for storing water and cooking at feasts, smaller vessels of
similar shape (fodknis) [or ordinary Conkingand carrving water to the Fhelds, sl
smaller ones (fotas, gadwas) for dipping into water and drinking, some tumbler.
shaped drinking vessels (gifas), a broad shallow bowl or saucer (kechola, bela)
for drinking hot liquids and esting iiched and rabei, and & tray (thall) 1o eat,
a larger tray (parant) for kneading dough, a brass lndle (Korchli), & spamla
(ehurchanal for turning bread, thin fron plate (raea) for baking bread {rof),
and some pairs of iron tongs (chieetax), 0 fry-pon (Favad) ond sieve (chhalni)
both of iron, and an iron bucket {dsd, baiti) for drawing water from the  well.
The utenzils are mide of brass and  bell-metal (gansil,  The eacthrn
Wtensils commonly used are, the ghara or painda, o large  carthen
vessel in which water is carried from the well on the woman's head, the hand
{ & utenzils for cooking vepetables, dafe, ate ) and kaodhonf (o utensil for boiling
milk), and Bifani (a wtensil for churning curd). Wooden articles such s jhernf
{small churning handles) are wsed for preparing 8 mixture of ground bajra
and pulses in boiling water for cooking khickri, rei (churning handle). iron
paliyas are used for pogring milk and ghee.In muny villages buge iron cauld-
rons called karaiis, are to be found ; they are used when culinary operations
are required on a larpe scale as ot wedding or Funeenl feast,

Utensils and deeorations have undergone = change, particulnrly in
urbnn areas.  Side by side with the copper 2ad bragé wiensils, porcelzin nnd
Bliss wiires are finding favour. Stailnless steel utensils are costly and though
in tse, this is not  wide-spresd, The use of electrical appliances like heaters
and table lamps is gaining popularity. Radio receivers and transistor sets have
come 1o be regarded s a necessity and 4 larger vumber ol people, bath
in towns and villages, nre using these. The upper class is also making use of
television sets in the diserict.

Diress and armnments,—The deess of rurnl people s simple, The every-
day clothes are uspsally made fram coarse cloth, whether mill-made or hand
spun, The mule dress consists of a pageri (lorban), a shirt or kurera, 3 dhotd
and a pair of shoes. The usual wrap is the cfhadar, and in  the cold wenther
2 thick blanket of o Fasal {2 cotton guilt) is subsiituted. The &fiey is another
type of wrap. An aneocha Chandkerchield 15 wsed occasionnlly. Men in service
welr pants or pyjamas while others at large generally wear diers. A com-
plete st of male clothes is eolled Jore, With economic improvement and the
speead of education, almostall castes have been affected by the chamge n
Fashion. The now gensration waars pants, bushirt, shrit, coits, sweater, leather

shoes of chappaly but no headwear, This change s almost universal in wrban
Ereng
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Although in the recent past men wed to wear murkis {small plain
ear-rings), this s not in vogue mow, However, o gold [linger-ring is worn
in urban as well as in rural areas. A full set of woman's clothes is colled
feel, The villige women wear a shicg of gent's sivle with collar and a ghagra
of cotton; in some. parts thisiscalled lvga, This dress is gensrally worn
by eldacly women. The younger penecaiton Wears salwar and kamiz. The
wrap of cotton worn over the head s called orlng o dupafta. Feella (2 sort
of headwear, the centre part of which is of yellow colour and the rest printed
mudti<coloired) and pomcha ot chwrerd e the other Important items of
dress. When o marricd women pives birth 1o 2 child, her parents make
hera gift of beadwear called peelia.

The Bishnoi women dress differently, They wear long pherray  unlike
the women of other communities. Their orlita iz printed multi-coloared. It
|z broader ns o cover the abdomen. They have n distinction in wearing
bharla (prepored from baads) an the forehead.

Harijan women dress in much the same way. The varintions apply o
areas and not to castes.

A Brahman or Badis woman wears a peiticoat, sari or afodd, chali
(blouse), orfia and shawl.

The younger women have chonged 1o safwar and jumpu‘-c, sari and blouse,

The ornoments worn by women are usually made of gold and silver,
They include tika, simgar patil, bacfa® phini on forchend; hamsli, fhalra (long
hanging string of silver or gold coins), Aaee, golsard, gufubondh, © founala,
keanthimala round the neck; karanphool, bujnl, dende, kamtey, bundey, tops.
ball on the ears; koka, purll, nath for the now; tod, cham,  pachhel,
Kangani, chura, bracelets, in order from shloulder to wrists: and - angurki{ring)
on the Finger. Tagri i worn round the Sefarga or sarl. Bamiiof (franthar) kari,
ehhall Eare, neverd, tatiamd pati pofeb, chuei (mode of silver) nre worn on
the legs.

A womin's social standing s genecrilly determined by her jewels. The
nose ring, the plain armiet and the chura or wrisilet have a social significance.
In the recent pust, the ormlets, bracelets and anklets, being solid ond not
gdsy 10 remove, were worn always while the resi on special oceasions, such
ag marrisges, festivals gnd the like. MNow the wse of traditiona] jewellery a3
described above hag become out of date. The items of jewellery in common
use include kanhd for the necl, purll or koka for the nose and pajeb for the
ankles. The edocated women do not use moch jewellery except n choin

1. Borlaworn by o Bishnos woman is made of beads of differcnt coloums.
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on the neck and a fow bangles on the weist. The use of ornaments save on
special occasions, i3 on the decline.

The practice of tattooing kisang once common among women hag
almnost disappeared.

After Partition, displaced perséns from Pakistan brought with them
their own traditions. The last three decades witnessed o significant
cultural fusion beiween the old residents and the new. Thus the safwar nnd
kamiz huve bean mcrensingly adopted by young girks studying in swchools,
pod gven some of the grown up women have discarded the ofd, proceful  bot
heavy, phapri in fovour of the safwar, They have also almost given up the

use of their heavy silvor ornomants,. The toll and well-built village women )

appear wery groceful in their ghogris and their bright clothes lend charm and
colour to the country-side, The gradun] disuppearance of the ghagrl with
its bright colours s pechaps oot olingether welcome,

People helonging to the learned professions, officitls, collepe students,
gte,, irrespective of their origin (whether rural of urban), caste and ereed,
penerally dress in western sivle,

Food.—The flour preferred for cooking rofis {looves) is of bajrn or
bardey and gram mixed. The rosis are- eaten with pulses. and barhi. Karki
is prepared with gram flour and butterruik, and.is the special dish of
the area throughout the wenr. Vegetables are usunlly not avmilabie, In the
summar peopbe stare their work ofier esting rached, pgain a speciol dish of the
area cooked wlier fermenting boafrg Qowr in butiermilk, It continoes to be
pomsumed through the dey and is #lso offered to the visiting guests in the woy
that sofi drinks are offered inthe urban wren. The luach menu includes
rotiy of bupea, barley and gram mixed, one dish of vegetable pulses or vege-
tables (il available) or karhland laxsi, The evening meal eomprises khich
prepared from bafrg and Jpulses {modag or motk).  Khichri is. etlen with
milk orJaysi. The vegeiables availnble in the rural nreas are green  belns
of gwar, marivi (raw matirg), dnded, wild reendy which grow  m sandy  aress,
sangar (heans of jand tree) nnd rayie of phog (dried Aowers of phop plant), The
kachoharas and matiras aze the wild fruits which grow inabundance in October/
Movember in this area and ape consumed by the people with plessure,

Inthe urban nreas, the food Babits ace sightly dilferent. Middle class
and rich people use whaat lour, pulses and 2l sorts of vegetablss of the usoal
type. HKarhil isalso prepared occasionally, Khichri does not form an item of
their daily menu as in the villages. The use of wvegetable ghee is mostly
conflred to the urbon areas.

i
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Peopls in villages and towns are by and large vepetarinns but meat edd-
ing hos started finding favour with the new generation, Some villoge people
an a visit to the town enjoy o ment dish at the diabas. The menfolk are
addicied o the wee of tobacco, cigareite and SLldi smoking In towns and the
hookah in villages. Women do nol touch ii.

So far asdrink s concerned, bea as & stimalatmg drink hes become
popular with both urban and rural folk.  Tea sulls are found in every town
and all the big villages, Insummier months some people prefer to drink o
glass of sherbat or lassi,. The perated soff drinks are becoming popular with
younger poophe and are oftan sarved (o gussts ot social ceremonies.  Local
countcy=-made liguor is conswmed o villages particulardy of  the Bhiwani
and Lohari tahsils, while whisky and 1he liKe is consumed in the urban

araas. Paople mostly ke strong drinks on festivals or ceremonies and hot asa
general habit,

The restmuennts o diebog wre found only o the uwrban  apens.
Tourists or visitors, ifany, to villages are served mesls [reg of cost by the
villagers.

COMMUNITY LIFE

Community lifz is someawhat mare effectively organized in villages than
in towns. A growing town cannot cliim to be the nuclens of a single commu-
mity. Its varions socinl and economic proups are more exclusive than
inclosive, They do not ¢omeinto such lrequent conioct with oae another,
Civil responsibilities no douby are applicable to all but these ape not cobiesive
in thair nature, And this is more trae of anexpanding town which {s sprawed
over a large area. There isa growing tendency for voluntney socinl ngencies
o establish themselves in local arcas or small towns and oreanize
community life in some form or other, They alio organize mass celebration
of important festivals.

The social situntion in villages is different.  Big and smoll land-owners,
agrculiural Bibourers and other workers nre aof far aparl from ¢ach other.
Mumbers nee small and people know gach other. The limited amenities sind
amusements of villuge life are equally shared by all of them and require their
combingd atfeation. The community devglopmenl programmes have piven
g fillip to such activities, and  the panchayats have nlso become a nucleus of
corporate potivities,

Foik CULTURE

Community life is expressed through folk-songs, dances and theatre,
With fast changing conditions, urban life s gradually miking an {nroad into
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rural life, taking away some of its inherent beauty and cultural thythm. The
gramophone record is an onsluught on the village ragi and  the rodio seeks to
replace the folk-songs snd donces. But despite inerensing wrbnn influeence,
Folk culiuee still continues 1o enliven the country-side, which hums with songs
and dances on festivals and other  numerons occasions.  OF late, All India
Radio is paying attention o the revival of folk culiure and broadeasts “Lok
Manas’ featuring progrommes on Horyana ealtore.

Folk-sangs.—Folk culture is preserved by womgn through folk-songs.
Folk-songs with their burden of love and lnbour hove a peculiar chaorm of their
own.  These songs express hopes, aspirations, love longings, jovs and sorrows
of the rural people.  We also hear abont the changing seazons, the tinkling
of bells of cattle returning homs at sus et smd the emotions]l outbursts
of married coaples at thelr union and separaiion.

There is a variety of folk-songs, each connected with a  particular
occasion, A good number of these are nature songs sung in particular months.
The month of Sravana (July-August) brings eostasy in its wake., Teej or Har-
wuli Teej i the main festival of Sravana, falling on Sudi 3 (third of the lunar
month), It is observed throughout Haryvana, By this time the rains have
started. On the day of Tec) the women come out of their homes in colowrful
customs for enjoving & swing. While swinging they sing :

Gagan barse chambe Bl e,
Prreit b {pan leges prari e,
Sarman barkha lage pyari re,
Kare gya bagh ka mali re,
Laga gyva arm Kidalire. ... ..

Love of brothers and sisters also becomes a key note of the songs of Teej:

Neem ke nimoli legi saman kad awegea ?
Awe ri meri ma ka faya,
Ko kg chiji vavega 7
At marriage, when the girl is taking pheras, her married friends remind
her of their own experence amd advise her to walk slowly around the sacred

fire for otherwise she will become a laughing stock among her friends by
revealing her impatience,

The following few lines of n song  beautifully depict this situation :—
Halwe batwe chal lade mahari,
Tane hansengi sakelariyan,
Ye moth se mat pare lado maharl. ..,



FEOPLE )

After murringe when the pirl departs for her in-taws_ all her friends
and village woman gather to give her n hearty send-off in song

Searhar . ohal pari s

Mere dab dab blar aye naii,

Aty gerfiers Fa prgtn Rurta aling o v
Baramaa ki do do foar,

Aaprid sathan ka main desnmn sima dyvie
Grofva ki fa dvwn faar. ...

Songs of jeeja-ranli (brother-in-inw and sister-in-law) are a pecular
feature of the culture of the Bhiwaniand Lohiru tahsils. Whenever the boy,
irrespactive of his age, old, middle-oped or young, goes to his in-laws to bring
his wife, her sisters and friends joke and taunt him with songs.  In the follow-
ing lines the sisters und friends of the wife entreat her husband nol o jein
service awny from homaz for that would separate them from him and leave
them forlom ;=

Harl fard baarl mela Iatfosa b diva
Bieh wein phoo! chamell ka,

Nk waal ng f@vee i foin

Ji ng lage sanll kd, ...

After the birth of 8 son when the mather is Tit 10 move out, she goes
towards the village well, accompanied by other women, and ginging, The
following lines comiain & request 1o the child’s fatheér for buying her peela
(or peelia), & cloth head-cover —

Pecmch wrahiar ka sobira

Preli meamga dyo i,

Kol paanch pachisi. gadh bisi

Cradia mreris f7, peeln rerge dvo fi . oo

There are songs connseted with festive  and relipions occasions amd
also explaits of the heroes of old like Alha Udal, Fatta Jamol, Bhora
Baddal and Gopi Chand-Bharthyi,  Ragani forms another type which is sung
when a Swang s staged .

Folk-dances. —Folk-dancing, an cutharst of surging cmotions, at times
accompanies folk-singing. Among the male folk-donces, oaph dence and
aiframaf dance are prevalent in the Loharu tubsil and some parts of the Bhiwani
tahgil. After harvesting, youth gather at night ot the outskirs of the village
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and enjoy loud singing with dhamal and daph dance.  Paph dance is known
for its vigour and fast movement. The dancing continues till lute at night.

Fomous among female folk-donces are foor and ghonar. In ghumar,
more popular fnthe Bawani Kheea wahsil the girls dance in o circle. In

the following lines of a-ghueter song, a bride asks for difTerent gifis from ber
hushand in exchange for love —

Mern damean sims de bo, ho nandi ke besra,
Merl chundei manga de he, ho ' nandi ke beera,

Fanne myun ghunghat meln raki ho, o eaendi ke boera, ...

Acdonce, popular inthe Loharu mhsll and some pars of the Bhiwani
tihsil, is nlso associnted with the Holi festival, The girl participanes divide

themselves in two groups und enact negotlations deploting prospective
matfimonin] offers.

Falk-tales.—The region is rich in lerends and * folk-tnles, many of which
form the theme of (olk-theatre and the spnes of village bards, The impaci
of folk-tokes on the =ocial life of the people is mainfest in the characters from
the tules forming the motifs of the facades of hooses and chopals.  Popular
folk-tales of the area dre of Gopi Chamd-Bharthed, Nal-Damavanti, Satyawan-
Savitri, Purnn Bhagat, Alhe Udal and the like.

Folk-theatre,—Swangl or saume is the main form of the folk-theatre, T
owes its origin to0 Ram Lila. Though out of date, swang is  sometimes
arranged 1o raise funds for charitnble purposcs.

GiasEs Axp BECREATION

The popular games of the area are wrestling, kabaddi, gindo kinli nnd
golll damda (tipeat), the last two being wsually played by children. Ginde
khufi is the indigenous version of the game of hockey: Tt is played with a stick
and a ball made of rags and twigs, Gulll doweda s plived ina pround  ouwtside
the village and in many forms. Wrestling ond kabaddi tre, however, popular
sports among the younz and the middle-oged.  Koboddi ts often ploved on
moonlit nights during the months of Phalguna and Chaitra {Febrmry-March],
s ilso during Tesjand Rakihn Bandboan festivals, Two teams tnke part
inthis game. OFa number of varieties in which the gume is played, the two

I. Swaup iza farm of openeaair theitre ond the stageia i thé midst of dbs 2udionos,
The formabies of drame Be eosiumzs, curtzing, makewp, are handly obsecvesd, The
mtedience sit oo 0l 1 four glées wherees-orchestra tekes it sentin the middle of the stage,
Gemernlly 1he ke der of ibeawarg preiy pliys dlbe poleof bero and other "sctors play different
rodes dnchuding that of femnais,
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types popular in this district are Haryana style and Mational style. Haryana st
whe abaddl is plaved ina circular Geld with o periphery of 73 feer {23 metres)
with L0 plavers on each side while the Cleld for national siyle kabaddy is murked
g5 8 rectangle of 13 metres by 100 meotres, Tn Haryana type, o0 plaver of ang
team goes 10 the court of the other team repeating kabaddi kabaddi or kandi
kawdi in one breath. Ifthe player afier touching and encountering any
player of the opposite team returns to the boundacy dividing the two courts
still uttering kaudi kewndi in the sam: beaath, the particolar pleyer of the oppo-
site team is considered to be ol and thet team loses one point. In case the
player does not return 1o the boundary in ene breath,he 15 considered 1o be out
and his feam loses one point. In the Nationzl style, the plaver going to the
court of the opposite t2am may b encountered by any muamber of pivyers of
the other team, If he does not retum 10 the boundary line dividing the courts,
his tetm Joses ong paint but iThe reaches the boundary ling In one breath, the
otfiar team loses paints corresponding to the number of players who encouns
tered him. The playing time for the game in both the types is the same, viz.
45 minwics including on interval of § minutes. The tenm securing more points
Wios.

Repular vournaments are held 1o discover promizing telent in national
events.

Chopar, oirds and chess ore some of the indoor games which are played
and enjoved inurbon as well as rurs] areas. Villigers plaving ehopar and cards
inthe chopalare & familinr sight, Moédern pames like hockey, ericket, foothall,
vollevball and baskztball wre popular among sindents of urban orcas, where
there are facilities of playgronnds while  games iike bho o, methall, efc., sre
popukar in gicld' schools.  Lately, panchayats and private associations have
stapted organising gphmes and holding rerminal and anousl tournaments.
Government gives grants for the construction of plavgrounds and alse
provides coaching facilitics®.

The State Public Relations Department has supplied radic sets? to pan
chayats , cooperatives and schools under the *Communify Listening Scheme”,
In addition to the occasional dramn shows, this Department frequently
exhibits filme; moatly docomemiaries, with the help of 0 mobile cineme unit,
both in the urban and rural greds. Gossiping and  listening to the madio are
comman pistimes. . The portable tronsistor sei hos begome o fashion with
everybody without distimction. A few wellio-de people in Bhiwnni and

1. For detnils, see Chapier on “Education pnd Culfure®,
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Charkhi Dadri have installed television sets in their homes. Though not
withia the television transmission range, people minage to enliven their
tekeviston sets with the help of boostzes.

REHARILATION

The Inrge-scale communal disturbances  that followed Independence
nad the partition of the conntry In 1947 inflicted vast suffering on lakhs of
pzoplz forced to migests from Pakistan to Indiz and vice versn. Millions of
uprosted Hinduos and Sikhs from Pakistan  entered what was then called
the Exst Punjab (India). The problems faced by both governmen: and people
were imminse and overcomes with great coursge,  The dreas now in Horyano
State ook a leading shore in the resettlement of immigrants. A number of
migrants lrom Pakistun seithed in the arens of the Bliwan ' distriel. These
were mainly Aroras from Multan, Lyallpur, Jhang, Dera Ghazi Khan and
Bahawalpur, a5 is evident from the stotement below :

Dhistrict of origin (in Mumber of displaced persons setiled
Pakistan)
Bural nrens Urban mreay Tatal

Maultan 1,E70 19,785 21,664
Lvallpur = 10,522 100,532
Thang 2,757 2407 5164
Drera Ghagi Khan AiH} 3.7 4,134
Bahawalpur —_ 3,837 1537
Oithers 4TH 1,781 4 350

Total : 5514 44 Nk 49 550
REFUGED Camps

Initinily o number of relicl comps were organized; one of these was sct
up ot Bhiwani to provide shelter 1o the refopees. The educational institutions,
which were closed Tor some months up 1o February 1948, provided some of the
pceommodation.  The services of the siaff and studsnes were utilized in the
mantgement of the comns.  Siudaats wiao rendered three months” social ser-
vice in the camp were consideced eligible for the award of certificate/degree
of the Panjab Umiversity if otherwise nipe for i, without underpoing
exdminations.

i



SEOTLE LE

A number of [acilities were provided in the camp incloding free food-
grains ration. A dispensary was opemed  for immedate medical relief.
Fruit, mulii-vitamin tablets and some specisd items of dist were issged to
refugees on medical advice. Arrangements were made for cleantiness and strect
lighting . The camp thus provided moch nesded immediote relief to the dis-
ploced persons, and provided a breathing time to all concernad to plun their
future.

Stops were tnken  spesdily to resettle the rural refogees in villnges,
evacuated by the Muslims, and the urban refugees in towns.

Rural RFHARLITATION

Measures were faken for the resettlement of rural displaced persons
50 85 10 get them back o normal work and 1o help with the sowing of the rabi
crop of 1947-4%. Tnitially land allotment was made on 8 growp basis. Persons
who were nedr relotives or were bound by ties of freendship, formed
togather into groups and secured temporary allotments.  All agricoltural dis-
placed persons wha owned or held land and were cultivating in Pakistan, were
eligible for these, These were later converted nto  quisi-permnnent allotmants
in April 1948, to enooursge cultivators ©0 improve the lnnd given to them,
This was a peeliminary step townrds their  re-settlement. Claims were
invited from displaced pzrsons, and omlly verifisd at gahsil headguariers,
Unfortunagely, in spite of their sufferings, menyunserupulous-displaced persans
made exaggerated demands and obtained excessive allotments. To defeat
these (tactics, Government obiained the original -revenue records from
Pakistan and re-verifisd the claims of the disploced persons. These also show-
ed that there wes a substantinl  difference between the lansd left behind in
Pakistan by the insoming displaced persons and that abandonsd by Moslims
in East Punjob, The latter was smaller. To overcome this problem, avail-
able lund was converted into standard acres, and grided cuts were applied 10
muking allotments to displaced claimants, the bigper holders receiving the
largest skab of cuts.

Allottees of land were given assistance by way of agriculiural lonns for
purchasing bullocks, implements, fodder, seed and for the repair of wells and
houses. In order o minimise misuse, loans were advanced in kind instead of
cash, The following flzures show the loans  sdvanced in the district during
194T-48 1o 1951-32 1—
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Year Loan advanced
(K.}
1947-48 4,600
194549 45700
1949-5() 11,130
185351 15285
[951-52 il 11,1

No resetilament loan was disbursed after 1931-32,

The work of conflerring fina] proprictary rights on allottees  was taken
in hand in Seplember 1955, Bogus and  excessive allotments were  cancelied,
and only the penuins cluim of each disploced person, verifizd from the revenue
feoord received from Pakistan, was admitted, OF a total of 6,800 aliottees,
proprictary rights have been gonferred on 6,798 by March 31, 1977,

Ruoral howsing.—Heavy roins and Aoods bad domaged o large number
of houses. According to the statistics nvoilable, there were 4,200 undamag-
ed houses, 43 repairable houses and 410 houses beyond repair in the district
Even these houses were anevenly distributed,  In some villages the number of
houses was in excess of the needs of the sllotiees, while in others slmost the
entire abadiy had erumbled and not a single house wad availible. Houses
were allotied on a temporary basis in the first instance. Rules for allotment
of these houses were framed thereafier. Records including information of
the details of evacuee houses in the villages, the number of rooms, the dimen-
sions, the generil conditions and the valiue of the house were prepared and lists
of the allattzes showing the value of houses left by them in Pukistin were also
made, The halka Bovenue Officer, pencrally o Maib Tahsildar, did the allot-
ment work. A list giving the order of precedence wos prepared.  After set-
ting aside o few houses for common purpases, ollotices were given o chance
of selzction accocding (o theirplace oo the merit bist.

UrBax REMABILITATION

A number of gxperiments and schemes to utibise the eviflable Muslim
shandoned propertics and to develop more housing were put through, Al
the Muslim abaiadoned properties were taken over under the Punjab Evacuse
Property Ocdinsnce IV of 17, later replaced by the Administration of
Evacies Property Act, 1950, Such properiies comprising houses, shops, vacant
sites, Afolas and Industrial establishmenis were lemporarily allotied to dis-
placed persons on reat,  Their permanent disposal started in 195354, The
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properties valuing below Rs. 10,000 (below Rs, 50,000 for indusiral esteblish-
ments) were declared allotable, while those assessed nbove these fgures were

io be sold by open aoction. Proparifes Iving vacami or in onnothorised
possession were similasly auctioned,

In the urban apeas of Bhiwani, Charkhi Dadri, Loharo, Tosham, Siwand
and Bawani Khers, there were 2,323 evacuee properties which were mannged
by the District Rent and Managing Officers. These becamea part of ths
evacuze poaol for compensating displaced persons with verified claims.  Allot-
able properiles were given away permanenily as compensation (o chimanis
against such <laims, 7 the value of o peoperty was in excess of his due com-
pensation, the claimant was allowed to deposit the  difference by instalments.
Proparties’ ocoupied by non<claimants ware offered to them on oonunl instal-
ments. By March 31, 1977, 2,241 propzrties stood permanently allotted
to displaced persons out of which 80 per cent were non=cludmanis, This lefi
a balance of 113 wniliotted properties. The main reasons for these remain-
ing wery lack of accurste record and in certain cases dispute about their
possession,

Housing schemes.—The propertics abandoned by the Muslims were
insufficient to provide shelter to all the displaced persons in the district, The
urban housing problem was acute, following from the fact that most of the
urban Mupalim evacopes were Jabourers and artisane and, therefore, their
howses weare unpretentious  whereas the incoming wrbon  displaced
persons were businessmen and shopkespers, used to beiter dwellings. To meet
the grave situation arising from  the inadequate residentia]l accommodation
available, and to provide suitable shefier to displuced persons, the Govern-
ment established 8-marla (cheap) housing colony and 4-marla {cheap) tene-
ments a1 Bhiwani. The S-marla (cheap) hu-u.ﬁin,g colony provided houses to
the middiz class and the 4-marla (cheap) lenements to the poorer.,

SMALL Unpay ano Houss-BuiLping Loans

The refugees were encournged 1o restart their business, trade or other
profession. A scheme for providing loans and grants  was intcoudoed in
February 1945, under the East Punjab Refugees Rehabilitation {Loans and
Girangs) Act, 1948, The loan was limited (o FEs 5000 to an individual,
Ra. 20,000 to o group of 4 or more displaced persons and Rs. 25000 ton
cooparative sockty, Ths grands were restricted (o unattached women, widows
and others who were unable to repay  loans butat the sime time wanted
monetary belp for resetilement, The maximum dmount of prant was limjied
o Ra. 500,
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Smull urban louns, —~These loans were advanced to displaced persons to
enable them to establish  themselves in dificrent vocations.  All classes of dis-
placed persons comp ising traders, artisans, industrialisis. stadents, lawyers and
medical practitionsrs were helped.  Thess loans carried an interest at the rate
of 3 per cent par annum and the recovery of the loan was 1o be started afier
3 years of disbursement. The loans together with interest were repayable in
equal instalm=nts spread over a period of 6 vears. The loans and grants were
strictly to be utilised for the purpose for which they were asked for by the
applicants or sonctionsd by the Governmeni.  The Tollowing fisures show the

amount of such lonns sdvanced o displaced persons during 1945-49 10 1956-
i o—

Yoor Loans advanoed
(Rs.)
194549 46, 200
19455 68,750
1930-51 £, 550
[951-52 =
[952-53 12,500
[953-54 .
1954-55 ) 1,004
1955-56 T.000
1956-57 5043
Totul : m-_.

The scheme to advance smoll urban loans was discontimoed after 1956-57,

House-building loans—MNo loans For house building were -advanced in
this district.

PavseEsT o CoMPENSATION

Compensation wis paid o displaced persons who had abandoned
immovable propeety in Pakistn, after verifying their claims, under the Dis-
pleced Persons (Claima) Act, 1950, Interim compensation was sanclioned
for cértain categories of dispaced persons who were in  urgent need
of relief. The interim schame was loter replaced by the Displaced Per-
sons (Compensation and Rehabilitation) Act, 1954, Under it scaled compen-
sdtion was peescribed. [t gave proportionately more to smaller claimznts,
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and less 1o the blgger, This compensation was poid out of the compensation
pool, to which the Centeal Government had contributed.

Turact of DiSpLACED PERSONS ON Locar Porutation

The rehobilitation of displaced persons in the district hod a long term
Bemalicinl effeet inn varicty of ways, Tihas influenced ibe socio-ecomomic
pattern of the people of the district, particalarly those residing in the orban
areas, since 55,9 parocent of the tofal displaced persons (49,5800 in the diztrict
had settied there. However, the small number of 3,514 (11,1 per cent)  romal
displaced persons soon pod down to hard work and gave evidence of superior
skill in cultivation, In this way, they tcted as on exnmple and  stimulus in
improved agricultura] priciices.

Aroras from the districts of Multsnand Dera Ghazi Khon wers sharp
witted and resourceful shopkecpers and  businessmen.  As  compared with
the local buasiness community they were most eporgetic and  their settlement
in the wrban areas of the district goickened processes of change They success-
fully set themselves up ag shopkeepers und troders and completely changed the
appearunce of the hazaars and (o some extent brightensd rural life by pro-
viding modern paraphernalin like soap, powder, mirrors, haircilps and - cello-
loid toys,

The energy and redourcelulness displaved by displaced persons in-
fluenced the local popukation and helped to shake off inertia.  Inhibitions against
the sducation of the vounpsr geferation received & jolt. The mixing of refugses
with locals also influenced the latter’s way of living tneluding food habite. They
started realizsing the value of cleanliness, furniture, crockery and modern house-
hold effects: Dresses and fushions also chonged. Bushshics, trousers and
priamas co-existed with the old types of shints and dhotis. The sahear and
kamiz, the traditional dress of the Punjabi women, was eagerly adopted by young
girls, and ewen some of the grown up women abandoned their traditionz]
ghagras, The Tat women alsostarted discarding heavy silver ornaments like
brocelets and anklets. However, there wos little community intermingling and
marringes continued strictly conflned (o the respective communities,

The culture of West Punjab too had o libernting influence on the women
of the district, who emulating the example of their sisters from West Punjab
stirted discarding pardah,

Displaced persons ars fiow almost completely identified with their new
habitatin the district.  The process of animter-mixture of dinkects isalso afoot,
and the displaced persons from West Punjeb can often fluently speak the Jocal
dimlect.



