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MOTTO
Access to Justice for all.

VISION
To promote an inclusive legal system, 

in order to ensure meaningful justice to the marginalised 
and disadvantaged sector.

MISSION
To legally empower the marginalised and excluded groups 

of society by providing effective legal representation, 
legal literacy and awareness and bridge the gap between 

legally available benefits and the entitled beneficiaries



Hon'ble Shri Justice Ravindra V. Ghuge, 
Acting Chief Justice, High Court of Bombay 
and Patron-in-Chief, Maharashtra State 
Legal Services Authority, Mumbai..

Foreword..

Article 39A of the Constitution of India enshrines a 
constitutional pledge of equal justice. The Legal              
Services Authorities Act, 1987 is a statutory obligation to 
provide free and competent legal services to the               
disadvantaged and marginalized sections of the      
society. Legal Services Institutions have been established 
under the 1987 Act to provide legal services at National, 
State ,  Dis t r ic t  and Ta luka leve ls .  I t  i s  the                 
constitutional duty of these institutions to ensure that 
access to justice reaches out to every member of the 
society.

The District Legal Services Authority ("DLSA") 
performs the function of delivering legal services to the 
disadvantaged and marginalized sections of the society at 
the district level. The DLSAs perform responsibilities 
such as establishment of Legal Services Clinics, 
provision of legal representation, implementation of 
Legal Aid Schemes and various NALSA schemes as well. 
DLSAs are also active in organization of Legal Awareness 
C a m p s  a n d  L o k a d a l a t s  a s  a l s o  f a c i l i t a t e                    



ADR. The DLSAs are also responsible for securing 
humane conditions in jails by monitoring the release of 
Under Trial Prisoners who are granted bail. By 
performing their constitutional and statutory 
responsibilities, the DLSAs enhance the credibility of the 
justice delivery system at the grassroots level.

This  Pocket  Handbook wi l l  be helpful  in 
unders tand ing   the  procedures  re la t ing  to 
administration of legal services by the DLSAs. This 
handbook will provide accessible inputs to the DLSAs in 
fullling their constitutional mandate of delivering 
effective legal services to every individual of the society. 
The DLSAs should make use of this Handbook to regulate 
the appropriate procedures for handling everyday 
operations and implementing various NALSA schemes 
and administering legal services.

I take this opportunity to congratulate Maharashtra 
State Legal Services Authority for bringing out this Pocket 
Handbook and wish them a fullling and satisfying 
experience in all endeavours.

       
(Justice Ravindra V. Ghuge)



M. Salman Azmi
Member Secretary,
Maharashtra State Legal Services 
Authority, Mumbai
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