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Teachers' Day

The Relevance of Teachers' Day

Introduction:

In India, Teachers' Day is celebrated
on September 5th every year, marking
the birth anniversary of Dr. Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan, a former President
of India. The first Teachers' Day was
celebrated on September 5, 1962.
Dr. Radhakrishnan had expressed his
desire to his students that instead of
celebrating his birthday separately, it
would be his privilege if September 5th

ea
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could be observed as Teachers' Day. Dr.

Radhakrishnan was born on September
5, 1888, in Tirumani village, Tamil
Nadu, to a Brahmin family. He was
fond of reading books from a young age
and was greatly influenced by Swami
Vivekananda. Dr.  Radhakrishnan
passed away on April 17, 1975, in
Chennai. The celebration of Teachers'
Day in India began in honor of Dr.
Sarvepalli  Radhakrishnan's  birth
anniversary.

Importance of Teachers:

Teachers hold a special place in
every human's life. It is the teacher
who makes a person a human being.
The position of a teacher in human life
is very high. This is why teachers are
revered. Teachers impart knowledge,

shape character, and inspire students to
follow the right path in life.

As Kabir Das ji says:

"Sab dharti kagaz karun, likhani sab
banray.

Saat samudra ki masi karun, guru gun
likha na jay."

(If the entire earth were turned
into paper, and all the forests were
turned into pens, and the seven seas
were turned into ink, even then the
virtues of a teacher could not be fully
described.)

Guru is Great

In ancient India, Teacher-
Disciple Tradition (the Guru-Shishya
Parampara) has been highly valued.
This tradition has played a significant
role in shaping Indian culture. Teachers
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play a crucial role in shaping a student's
life and character.

As the saying goes:

"Guru Brahma, Guru Vishnu, Guru
Devo Maheshwaraha.

Guru Saakshaat Para Brahma, Tasmai
Shri Gurave Namaha."

(The teacher is Brahma, the teacher
is Vishnu, the teacher is Maheshwara.
The teacher is indeed the Supreme
Brahman, and I offer my salutations to
that teacher.)

Teachers play a vital role in shaping
their students' lives and characters.
It is said that a person's first teacher
is their mother, who not only gives
them life but also imparts knowledge
about the basics of life. After that,
other teachers play a significant role.
Building a person's personality is a
vast and challenging task. Providing
education and shaping a student's
character and personality is similar
to a potter molding clay into a vessel.
Just like a potter shapes and refines the
clay, a teacher educates and shapes their
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students' personalities.

Kabir Das ji aptly describes this in
the following couplet:

"Guru kumhar shishya kumbh hai,
gadh-gadh kadhai khot.

Antar hath sahar dai, bahar bahai
chot."

(The teacher is like a potter, and
the student is like a pot. The teacher
shapes the student and removes their
defects, supporting them from within
and molding them from without.)

This highlights the teacher's role
in not just imparting knowledge but
also refining the student's character,
sometimes even using strict measures
to guide them towards the right path.
This is why teachers and Teachers' Day
hold immense significance in Indian
culture.

As Kabir Das ji further emphasizes:
"Guru paras ko antara, janat hain sab
sant.

Vah loha kanchan kare, ye kari liye
mahant."

(The difference between a guru and

Teachers' Day i

a philosopher's stone is known to all
saints. The philosopher's stone turns
iron into gold, but a guru makes their
disciple great like themselves.)

This underscores the transformative
power of a teacher in a student's life,
elevating them to greatness. Teachers
not only impart knowledge but also
shape their students' personalities,
helping  them  become  better
individuals.

Contribution of Teachers and
Teachers' Day to Society

Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan used
to say: "Books are the means through
which we can build bridges between
different cultures." This statement
by Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan is
not only true and relevant but also
highlights the importance of education
in building better relationships between
individuals and cultures. Education
is essential for the development of a
society or a country. Being educated
has always been crucial for a better
life. Education plays a vital role in
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shaping an individual's character and
personality.

A teacher's role is not just limited
to imparting knowledge but also to
guide students in becoming better
human beings. A nation can develop
only when its teachers are qualified.
Without teachers, the development
of a country is impossible, and their
contribution  deserves  immense
appreciation. Teachers guide us in
life and prepare us to face challenges
with neutrality, enabling us to stand
tall in the face of adversity. The vision
of a better life is incomplete without
education, and along with education,
it is also essential to acquire originality
and good manners.
educated
gentleman are both essential aspects

Being and being a
of a person's personality. If a person is
civilized, they are considered human;
otherwise, they are considered akin to
animals. It is to acquire this civility that
we seek the guidance of a guru, so that
we can lead a better life and become
better individuals.

In essence, teachers play a pivotal
role in nation-building, and their
contribution is invaluable. A nation
can only develop when its teachers are
competent, and the development of a
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: i
healthy and civilized society and nation
is unimaginable without teachers.
Former President Dr. Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan aptly said: "God is
within us, feels and suffers, and with
time, their qualites, knowledge,
beauty, and love will be revealed in
the minds of each one of us." This
highlights the transformative power of
knowledge and the role of teachers in
guiding us towards our true potential.
Gratitude towards Teachers
Teachers' Day is celebrated to express
our gratitude towards our teachers. The
purpose of this day is to thank them
for providing us with better education
and shaping our personalities. The
contribution of teachers to nation-
building is invaluable, and their efforts
deserve appreciation. A nation can
develop only when its teachers are
qualified. While all teachers worldwide
are revered, some have made significant
contributions to India's development.
Notable teachers who have played
a crucial role in shaping India's
future include Raja Ram Mohan Roy,
Swami Vivekananda, Dr. Bhim Rao
Ambedkar, Maulana Abdul Kalam
Azad, and APJ] Abdul Kalam. These
individuals made
contributions to the development of

have immense
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our nation, and their legacy continues
to inspire future generations.

The celebration of Teachers' Day
is a tribute to the tireless efforts of
teachers who have shaped the minds of
generations. It is a day to acknowledge
their dedication and commitment to
education and nation-building.
Conclusion

Socially, human beings are meant
to live together. Society is composed
of many people, including both good
and bad. It is evident that good people
try to make society better, while bad
people contribute to the emergence
hatred, and

superstitions. In this context, our

of evils, frustrations,
teachers have made efforts to eradicate
these superstitions,
ignorance, and other negative aspects

frustrations,

through their contributions.

Even today, we find many examples
of teachers in our country who make
our hearts proud. Their dedication and
commitment to education and nation-
building are truly inspiring, and their

contributions deserve our heartfelt
appreciation.

Educationist

Govt. Sr. Sec. School, Rewari

Haryana
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From Counting on Fingers to Clicking
on Al: What Are We Losing?

Smita Agrawal o

History has repeatedly shown
us that every new technology
disrupts the way society functions.
When calculators were first introduced
in classrooms, many elementary school
teachers protested. Their concern was
not about rejecting technology itself,
but about the dangers of introducing it
too early. If a child is given a calculator
before they even learn to count, they
may never develop the foundational
numeracy skills necessary for higher
understanding. The protest was not
against calculators, but against their
premature use.

The same debate has resurfaced
today with Artificial Intelligence (AI).
Just as calculators once raised fears, Al
is now raising serious questions: Should
we allow students unrestricted access?

Or should its usage be guided
carefully?

There is no doubt that Al like other
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technologies before it, is powerful and
beneficial. But misuse or overuse carries
dangers. If students become overly
dependent on Al, their natural capacity
to think critically, solve problems, and
reason logically may diminish. What
begins as a tool to enhance learning can
easily turn into a crutch that weakens
intellectual ability “from brainstorming
to brain-got-stormed.”

This concern is not unfounded.
A lot of people lost their jobs when
tractors were invented, and even more
when printers transformed publishing.
Yet those innovations also created new
opportunities, reshaping economies
and societies. “At its core, the concern
about Al is not with the technology
itself, for Al is not a new phenomenon.
To argue that technology should
be abandoned altogether is both
impractical and unconvincing.”

The real question is not whether to
use Al but when and how to use it.

Machines that replace human labor
are one challenge; machines that replace
human thinking are another altogether.
If cognitive skills erode, then human
capabilities lose their exclusivity. Labor
can be reskilled, but the loss of critical
thinking threatens the very foundation
of education and progress.

As a mathematics teacher recently
pointed out, over the years students
who rely too much on calculators
have lost basic numeracy skills. They
struggle with multiplication tables, take
longer to perform simple arithmetic,
and often accept whatever answer the
calculator provides , even when its
keyed in incorrectly. During a recent
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Pre-Calculus course, limiting the use
of calculators revealed how students’
thinking deepened and their problem-
solving improved. Tools are valuable,
but only when they serve as enhancers
of learning rather than replacements
for it.

This is precisely where the role of
educators and parents becomes crucial.
Technology in education requires clear
guidelines. Young children in primary
classes should not be exposed to Al
tools in ways that bypass foundational
learning. Once the underlying
concepts are mastered, Al can then be
introduced as a powerful aid to explore,
analyze, and create.

The question is not “Al or no Al,”
but “Al at the right time, in the right
way.” Just as we wouldn’t give a six-
year-old a calculator to avoid teaching
them how to count, we shouldn’t hand
over Al tools before students have
understood the concepts those tools are
meant to support.

The real concern with Al is not the
technology itself, after all, Al is not
something entirely new. Saying that we
should stop using technology altogether
is neither practical nor sensible. What
truly matters is how and when we
let children use it, because misuse or
overuse can do more harm than good.
The real issue is its inappropriate
and unregulated use, often fueled by
hype and detached from the realities
of learning. If left unchecked, this
can erode critical thinking and life
skills, leaving future generations
dependent rather than empowered.
“Let technology guide learning, not
replace thinking.” “Technology should
support our thinking, not replace
it. When used wisely, it can enrich
learning; but if misused, it can weaken
the true purpose of education.”

PGT Biology
St. Kabir’s School, Hisar

Haryana
a
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When the Universe whispers to you in kaleidoscope secrets.
Let it.

When the forest beckons to you in shades of verdant green.
Go hike there.

When the sea serenades you in harmonies of turquoise hues.
Go with the flow.

Majestic mountains, barren brown, entice with a snow white crown.
Hit the road.

When cerulean clouds wave banners of a blue pristine breeze.
Feel it.

The downpour of rainy days, petrichor, and rainbow radiance.
Breathe it.

Be one with the universe in a celestial celebration of your life.
Just live it.

Dr. Deviyani Singh
. deviyanisingh@gmail.com
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Story

A Dance with the Clouds

Anita Thakur o

was just a licde girl, no older than

eight, living in a small newly built
town, Chandigarh. My school was a
humble primary government building,
not too far from home—just enough
for me to walk there and back every
day. The journey wasn’t long, but it
was full of small adventures that always
made my day feel grander than it really
was.

It was one of those afternoons in
late September, right at the tail end
of the monsoon season. The rains had
just started to loosen their grip on the
land, leaving behind the lingering scent
of wet earth, and the air carried the
weight of change. I loved the rains. The
soft drumming of water on the roof,
the dark clouds hanging low in the sky
like a promise, and the way the world
seemed to hold its breath, waiting for
the next burst of thunder.

What made it even better was the
little street mates I had at Z Street!!!
We were a rowdy bunch, always in sync
with each other, and we had mastered
a fine art—an art that many would
consider trivial, but to us, it was a
thing of wonder. We would grab our
old, discarded notebooks, the ones
with pages that had been scribbled
on and forgotten, and tear them into
pieces. And then, as if by magic, we
would fold them into little boats. The
rainwater in the streets became our
ocean, and we would race our boats—
ruthlessly competitive, yet filled with
laughter—down the small streams that
formed on the road. None of us had
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ever seen a boat capsize. We were that

good. It was as if the boats we made
knew their purpose, as if the world
around us had conspired to give us a
perfect, tiny adventure.

On my way back home from school,
the sky was a mixture of dramatic
cotton-candy clouds and harsh, blazing
sun. The weather at that time of year
seemed to play games with me. There
were patches of shade that would
appear suddenly, as if the sky was
teasing me, and then disappear just as
quickly when the clouds drifted away.
It was a game I never tired of. I would
start running toward a patch of shade,
the coolness tempting me to race, but
as soon as I was nearly there, the cloud
would shift, and the sun would blaze
again, forcing me to chase after the
next shadow.

It felt like a dance, and I, a child
full of endless energy, was its eager
partner. Sometimes, the shade would
be just out of reach, and I'd find myself
laughing—panting, but laughing—
at the absurdity of it all. How could
something so simple make me so
happy? How could the sky—shifting,
fleeting—become my playground?

There were no grown-up worries,
no deadlines or responsibilities—just
the simplicity of being caught between
the heat of the sun and the coolness of
the clouds. Sometimes, I would even
forget where I was, lost in the game
of chasing clouds and shadow. And
in those moments, it wasnt just the
weather I was playing with. It was my
imagination, untethered and wild, that
danced alongside me.

It’s funny how a little thing like that,
a game of shade and sunshine, could
feel like the most important thing in the
world. And perhaps, it was. Perhaps, in
the innocence of childhood, that was
all that mattered. To play, to laugh, to
chase something as elusive as a shadow
and to feel, for just a moment, that the
world was yours to run after.

I don't think I ever really caught up
with the shade, not once. But I didn’t
need to. The game, the pursuit itself,
was the joy. Even now, years later,
when I think of those afternoons, I
can almost feel the warmth of the sun
and the coolness of the shade, as if I'm
still running, still chasing. It’s funny
how childhood has a way of wrapping
itself around you, long after you've left
it behind. But then again, maybe some
things are meant to stay forever—like
the memory of chasing clouds, of
dancing with the sky, and of being just
a little girl, forever running,.

Freelance Poet and Writer
anitathak@gmail.com
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Physical Education

Anil Lohan
O

ealth and social adaptation are

foundation of a happy life, luckily,
both can be enhanced by regular
efforts. Proper diet and regular exercise
under trained guidance can do miracles
for health of a person in particular and
for society at large. It marks the need
of physical education from childhood.
Physical education is the process
that converts a natural stone into a
valuable marvel, it shows the path for
achievement. But, unfortunately, a
number of myths are associated with
physical education. Firstly, the subject
is ignored from its initial stage ie. at
school level. It is a general perception
in society that the participation of
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a student in sports creates hurdles
for regular education. While studies
establish that both physical and mental
training are essential for shaping a
good personality. Physical education
teaches the techniques for mental
concentration which improve overall
studies. Secondly, playing in the street,
playing in a park randomly, without
any goal, is considered enough.
Physical education teaches about how
consistent and regular efforts make a
genius player. Thirdly, selection of a
game for a student is a combination of
science and art. No two person are alike
on the earth, therefore, strengths and
weaknesses differ. Physical education
helps in selecting a game according to
the biology, strength and weakness of
the player. Fourthly, physical education
inculcates the qualities related to sports

Spirit like discipline, dedication,
devotion, decorum, fraternity.
Boldness, honesty, morality, consistent
efforts, focus, managing emotions,

Breaking the myths...Physical Education for Upliftment

s~

maintaining overall dignity etc. Last,
but not least, it is generally accepted
that sports and games pertain to bodily
fitness while physical education reveals
how a student can eam a name, fame
and employment through sports and
games.

Physical education is the need of
hour, any further negligence would
prove a great loss for society and the
nation. The atticude toward physical
education in society has changed a
lot, but it is sdll a long way to go
for converting all the stones into
priceless marvels. The support of the
government is highly appreciated in
this regard, still some remote areas
remain untouched. It is the duty of
all of us along with the government
to place physical education at higher
position for which it is eligible.

DPE
GMSSSS Sector-26
Panchkula, Haryana
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5o Learning

Be Ready for Success. but Also Be
Prepared to Deal with Failure

Success is a universal goal that
everyone strives for, but the journey
to success is often paved with failures.

40 \ﬁmmeﬁ A

Being prepared for success is crucial,
but it's equally important to be
prepared to deal with failure.
Preparing for Success

Preparing  for
setting clear goals, creating a plan, and
working diligently towards achieving
those goals. It requires confidence,
determination, and  perseverance.
When you're prepared for success,

success involves

you're more likely to work effectively
towards your goals and overcome
obstacles along the way.
Preparing to Deal with Failure
Failure is an inevitable part of life,
and everyone faces setbacks at some
point. Being prepared to deal with
failure means viewing it as a learning
opportunity rather than a definitive
end. When you encounter failure, you
can learn from your mistakes, adjust
your strategies, and move forward with
renewed determination.
Examples
1. Thomas Edison: Thomas Edison's
journey to inventing the light bulb
is a classic example of perseverance
in the face of failure. He conducted
thousands of experiments, and with
each failure, he learned something
new that helped him refine his
approach.  His
and ability to learn from failure

determination

ultimately led to his success.

2. JK. Rowling: J.K. Rowling's
"Harry Potter" series is a global
phenomenon, but her first book
was rejected by multiple publishers.
She didn't give up, and her
persistence paid off when her book
became a bestseller. Rowling's
story is a testament to the power
of perseverance and learning from
rejection.

3. Stephen King: Stephen King, one
of the most prolific authors of our
time, faced numerous rejections

His

first novel, "Carrie," was rejected

30 times, but he didn't let that

discourage him. Today, King is

before achieving success.
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known for his horror and suspense
novels that have captivated readers
worldwide.

4. Walt Disney: Walt Disney was fired
from his first job at a newspaper for
"lacking creativity." He went on to
create several businesses that failed
before finding success with Disney
Brothers Cartoon Studio. Disney's
story is a reminder that failure is
not the end, but rather a stepping
stone to success.

5. Michael Jordan: - Michael Jordan,
one of the greatest basketball
players of all time, was cut from
his high school basketballteam.
He used that failure as motivation
to work harder and improve his
skills. Jordans determination and
perseverance ultimately led him to
become a six time NBA champion.

6. Oprah Winfrey- a media mogul
and philanthropist, faced numerous
challenges throughout her career.
She was fired from her first job
as a television anchor, but didn’t
let that setback hold her back.
Today, Winfrey is one of the most
influential women in the world.

focsR 2025

Learning from Failure
Learning from failure is essential
because it provides an opportunity to
understand and rectify mistakes. When
you learn from failure, you can refine
your strategies, improve your skills,
and increase your chances of success in
the future. Viewing failure as a learning
opportunity makes you stronger and
brings you closer to your goals.
The Importance of Resilience
Resilience is the ability to bounce
back from failure and keep moving
forward. It's a crucial trait for achieving
success, as it allows you to learn from
your mistakes and adapt to new
challenges. Resilient people don't give
up easily; instead, they use failure as a
catalyst for growth and improvement.
Strategies for Dealing with Failure
1. Reframe Failure: View failure as a
learning opportunity rather than
a negative outcome. This mindset
shift approach
challenges with a more positive
attitude.
2. Analyze Mistakes: Take the time to

understand what went wrong and

can help you

how you can improve in the future.

Learning

This analysis can help you refine
your strategies and avoid similar
mistakes.

3. Seek Feedback: Don't be afraid
to ask for feedback from others.
Constructive criticism can provide
valuable insights and help you
grow.

4. Stay Positive: Maintain a positive
attitude, even in the face of failure.
Focus on your strengths and the
progress you've made, and use
that momentum to propel yourself
forward.

Conclusion
Being prepared for success and being

prepared to deal with failure are both
crucial aspects of achieving your goals.
Failure is the natural part of the journey
to success and learning from it can help
you grow and improve. By viewing
failure as a learning opportunity and
staying resilient, you can overcome
obstacles and achieve your goals. So,
let’s be ready for success, but also be
prepared to deal with failure.

Educationist
Hisar, Haryana
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Unscripted Brilliance: Curiosity
Fueled: Unlocking Potential

‘Letting children chart their own learning journey

In every child lies a world of questions,
wonder, and untapped brilliance.
What if, instead of prescribing their
path, we allowed them to chart it
themselves—fuelled by curiosity and

o
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grounded in their environment? What
wed discover is an education that’s
alive, joyful, and transformational—an
education that doesnt follow a script,
but writes a new one every day.
Children are born learners. Long
before formal schooling, they question,
tinker, imitate, and imagine. They
learn language not through instruction,
but immersion. They master walking
through experimentation, not fear of
failure. This is learning in its purest
form—self-directed, meaningful, and

deeply embodied.

Now imagine a classroom where
that spirit is not just allowed—but
celebrated. A space where the teacher
becomes a co-explorer, the textbook
a guide—not a master—and the
world outside the classroom a living
curriculum. This isn’t a distant dream.
It's happening. And it's powerful.

In a modest government school in
Haryana, a class of Grade 6 students
gave their teacher a reason to rethink
everything she knew about teaching.
During a science lesson on "water
sources,” a student raised a simple but
profound question:

“Why is our village’s pond drying
up faster than before?”

Instead of brushing the question
aside or rushing back to the textbook,
the teacher paused. She saw a spark—
real curiosity. She encouraged the
class to investigate. Over the next few
weeks, what unfolded was a remarkable
student-led inquiry.

The children interviewed elders in
the village about historical water levels,
measured and mapped the pond’s
area using ropes and wooden sticks,
recorded rainfall data and evaporation
patterns with help from local officials,
discovered the impact of nearby
construction and deforestation.

This was no longer just a science
chapter. It became an interdisciplinary
blend  of
geography,

history, math, and civic awareness.

learning  journey—a

environmental science,

The students created posters, wrote
essays, and even presented solutions
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to the local Panchayat, suggesting tree
planting and better water use.

What began with one question
led to real-world learning, real-
world impact, and a classroom full of
empowered learners who knew their
voices mattered.

Take the example of a school in
Kerala, where a teacher noticed a
student's fascination with local fishing
practices. Rather than brushing it
aside in favour of textbook science, he
encouraged the student to interview
fishermen, observe fishing techniques,
and document the types of fish caught
during different seasons. This led to
class discussions on ecosystems, marine
biology, economics, and sustainability.
The teacher admitted that he didn’t
know everything about the subject, but
by becoming a co-learner, he modeled
humility and lifelong learning for his
students.

This openness to learn with the
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child, rather than always being the
expert, allows for richer, more engaging
classroom interactions. It also creates

psychological safety—an environment
where students are unafraid to make
mistakes, ask questions, and take
intellectual risks.

Children learn best when education
is contextualized to their environment.
Whether in urban or rural settings,
every child is embedded in a rich socio-
cultural and ecological tapestry that can
serve as a dynamic learning laboratory.
A street in a city can offer lessons in
physics (traffic flow, sound), social
studies (urban planning, migration),
and economics (informal markets).
What if education embraced this
living, breathing world as the richest
curriculum of all?

‘The World as a Curriculum’

When  children  explore their
surroundings, they engage not just
with facts, but with values—empathy,

S,
Learning _w.2

responsibility, sustainability.

In both stories, unscripted learning
didn’t mean unstructured learning.
It meant structure emerged from
experience. Purpose emerged from
context. And joy—unmistakable joy—
returned to the classroom.

‘Real Learning is Interconnected’
Teacher: A Learning Catalyst

In this transformed classroom,
the teacher is not a gatekeeper of
knowledge, but a guide, a listener, a
learner. This shift requires courage. It
means admitting, “I don’t know—Ilet’s
find out together.” It means holding
space for silence, wonder, and even
chaos. It means seeing every child not
just as a student—but as a thinker, a
leader, a storyteller in the making.

Subject boundaries are necessary
for structure—but they should never
become walls. When we let children
connect the dots, they begin to see
learning not as memorization, but

H®
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become

They

meaning-making.
thinkers, not just doers.

This is not just a shift in pedagogy.
It's a revolution of belief—a belief
that children are capable, curious,

and creative by nature. That learning
is not something we do to them, but
something we do with them. That
brilliance doesnt always arrive with
perfect grammar or neat handwriting—
but often in the form of a messy
drawing, a profound question, or a
handmade machine from discarded
parts.

Making it Possible: A Pragmatic
Path Forward

Can this vision scale? Absolutely.
But it requires both conviction and
strategy. Some grounded steps might
be:

Start with one question: Begin each
week or lesson with a child’s question.
Let it guide the learning path.

Use the local as a launchpad:
Encourage students to explore what's
around them—Iocal practices, natural
resources, community stories.

Train teachers as facilitators: Offer
professional development in inquiry-
based, experiential, and
teaching methods.

Build assessment around growth,

reflective

not grades: Use portfolios, student-led
conferences, and real-world projects to
evaluate learning.

Involve families and communities:
Tap into the wisdom of elders, artisans,
farmers, and professionals to enrich
learning.

A Future that’s a canvas waiting to
be painted with vibrant colors of its
own

Imagine thousands of
across India—rural
waking up excited to go to school. Not
to pass exams, but to explore ideas, ask
questions, create solutions, and express
themselves. Imagine teachers feeling
inspired, not burdened. Imagine
classrooms buzzing with life, relevance,
and possibility.

This is not a utopia. It’s already
happening—in various states, in the
hills, in cities, in pockets of innovation
across the country. What we need now
is courage—to let go of outdated
structures, to trust our children,
and to lead with love, curiosity, and
conviction.

Because when we let children lead
their learning, we don’t just unlock
their potential—we ignite a revolution.
* A revolution powered not by marks,

but by meaning.
¢ Not by control, but by creativity.
¢ Not by fear, but by freedom of their

vision.

Let us honor every child's right to
wonder, to explore, and to shine—
brilliantly, unscripted.

‘Revolution Rooted in Patient
Listening, Love and Connectivity’

The future doesnt belong to
those who memorize the most facts.
It belongs to those who can ask the
right questions, see connections, and
navigate complexity with empathy
and courage. These are the learners we
need. And these are the learners we can
nurture—if only we step back, trust the
child, and say: “Lead the way.”

Lecturer in English
DIET Machhrauli
Jhajjar, Haryana
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and urban—
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International Literacy Day

International Literacy Day

- Significance,

History. and the Road Ahead

Introduction

International Literacy Day, observed
annually on September 8, is a global
event dedicated to highlighting the
importance of literacy as a human right,
a foundation for lifelong learning, and
a driver of sustainable development.
Initiated by UNESCO  (United
Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization) in 1966 and
first celebrated in 1967, the day draws
attention to the reality that millions of
people around the world still lack basic
reading and writing skills — even in
the 21st century.

In 2025, International Literacy Day
comes with renewed urgency. While
advances in technology, education
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policy, and outreach programs have
helped improve literacy rates globally,
there remains a stark digital and
divide,

marginalized communities. The theme

educational especially  in
for 2025, revolves around “Literacy
for Resilience and Digital Inclusion”,
reflecting the changing dynamics of
education in a post-pandemic and
increasingly digital world.
Why Literacy Matters

Literacy is more than the ability to
read and write. It is a gateway skill —
one that enables individuals to access
knowledge, express themselves clearly,
participate in society, and break the
cycle of poverty.

The significance of literacy extends

into several critical areas:
* Economic Empowerment: Literacy

opens doors to employment,
entrepreneurship, and economic
participation.  Illiteracy ~ often

leads to low-income jobs, limited
upward mobility, and economic
vulnerability.

* Gender Equality: Girls and women
who receive basic education are
more likely to be employed, marry
later, have fewer children, and
ensure their children are educated.

* Health and Well-being: Literate
individuals are better able to
understand health information,
access medical services, and engage
in preventive care.
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and
Literacy

* Democracy
Participation:
informed citizens who can vote,
understand their rights, and engage
with governance.

In short, literacy is the foundation of
personal dignity and societal progress.
Global Literacy Statistics: A Mixed
Picture

Despite decades of progress, the
literacy challenge is far from resolved.

According to UNESCO's Global
Monitoring Reports:
e As of 2024, an estimated 763

million adults worldwide (two-
thirds of whom are women) still
lack basic literacy skills.

e Over 250 million children
and adolescents do not acquire
functional literacy and numeracy
skills, even after several years in
school.

¢ Sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia
host the highest number of non-
literate populations.

¢ The COVID-19
disrupted

1.6 billion learners, exacerbating

pandemic

education for nearly

existing inequalities and halting

@e
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gains made in literacy efforts.

In India, for example, the national
literacy rate stands at around 77.7% (as
per the 2022 National Statistical Office
data), but rural and marginalized
populations, especially women and
tribal communities, lag significantly
behind.

History of International Literacy
Day

The
Literacy Day can be traced to the
World Conference of Ministers of
Education on the FEradication of
Illiteracy, held in Tehran, Iran, in 1965.
Following recommendations from this
UNESCO  established

September 8 as a day to advocate for

origins of International

conference,

literacy as a vehicle for human progress.
Over the years, this observance has

evolved to focus on:

o Adult literacy

* Digital literacy

* Literacy in conflict zones

* Inclusive literacy for people with
disabilities

* Literacy in the context of
multilingual societies

Each year, UNESCO selects a

theme to reflect current challenges
Past
included “Literacy and Sustainable

and priorities. themes have

Development,” “Literacy in a Digital

World,” and “Transforming Literacy

Learning Spaces.”

Celebrations and Activities around

the World
Countries across the globe mark

International Literacy Day through a

variety of events and campaigns. These

include:

e Workshops and Seminars:
Government bodies, NGOs, and
educational institutions organize
events to discuss challenges and
policy solutions.

* Book Fairs and Reading Drives:

Schools, libraries, and publishers
promote book access and reading

culture.

e Award Ceremonies: UNESCO’s
International Literacy Prizes honor
individuals  and  organizations

making outstanding contributions
to literacy efforts.

* Social Media Campaigns: Hashtags
like #LiteracyDay, #ReadToLead,
and #EducationForAll trend across

platforms, spreading awareness
globally.

* Outreach Programs: Volunteers
and educators often conduct

reading sessions, distribute learning

materials, and run mobile libraries

in underserved areas.
The Role of Digital Literacy in 2025

In recent years, especially after the
COVID-19 pandemic, the definition
of literacy has expanded. Digital
literacy — the ability to use digital
tools safely, critically, and effectively —
is now considered essential.

UNESCO

institutions now emphasize that literacy

and educational

in 2025 and beyond must include:

* Navigating online content

* Distinguishing credible from fake
information

* Using online platforms for learning
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and work
¢ Cyber safety and digital ethics
With the rise of Al, e-governance,
remote work, and virtual classrooms,
individuals without digital skills are

Thus,
bridging the digital divide has become

increasingly  marginalized.
a central goal of modern literacy efforts.
Barriers to Literacy

Understanding the obstacles to
achieving universal literacy is key to
solving the problem. Some of the most
common barriers include:
1. Poverty and Economic

Disadvantage

Families living in poverty often
cannot afford school fees, books, or the
opportunity cost of children missing
work to attend school.
2. Gender Discrimination

In many cultures, girls are still
discouraged or even prohibited from
receiving an  education, especially
beyond the primary level.
3. Conflict and Displacement

War, political instability, and refugee
crises disrupt education for millions of
children and adults.
4. Inadequate Infrastructure

Lack of schools, trained teachers,
libraries, and electricity in rural areas
continues to limit access to education.
5. Learning Disabilities and Lack of

Inclusion

Students with learning disabilities
are often overlooked due to a lack
of inclusive teaching methods and
resources.
How Governments and NGOs Are
Making a Difference

Several initiatives have made
meaningful progress in the fight against
illiteracy:
¢ Indias “Padhna Likhna Abhiyan™:

Aimed at achieving 100% adult

literacy with a focus on women and

marginalized groups.
¢ UNESCO’s  Global

Coalition: A platform launched

during COVID-19 to provide

Education
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remote learning solutions.

¢ Room to Read: An international
NGO that builds
publishes children’s books in local
languages across Asia and Africa.

¢ Pratham’s ASER (Annual Status
of Education Report): A critical
citizen-led initiative that evaluates
the learning outcomes of children in
rural India.

* Digital Learning Tools: Platforms
like Khan Academy, Byju’s, and
Coursera are democratizing

libraries and

education access.

What You Can Do
You don't need to be a policymaker

or teacher to promote literacy. Here’s

how individuals can contribute:

* Donate books to schools, prisons, or
libraries in underserved areas.

* Volunteer as
community or online.

* Support education-focused NGOs
financially or through skill-based
volunteering.

* Encourage reading habits in your
family, especially among children.

* Promote mother tongue literacy,
which helps in both emotional and
educational development.

The Future of Literacy

a tutor in your

Day

g

As we move further into the 21st
century, literacy is no longer a static
skill — it’s an evolving competency.
The future of literacy will be:

* Muldlingual: Embracing diverse
languages and cultures.

* Digital-first: Empowering
individuals to thrive in a tech-driven
world.

* Lifelong: Not just for children, but
for adults, seniors, and learners of all
ages.

¢ Inclusive: Tailored for learners with
disabilities, migrants, and remote
communities.

* Sustainable: Integrated into broader
goals like climate action, social
justice, and economic equity.

Conclusion
International Literacy Day, observed

on September 8, is not just a symbolic
celebration — it’s a call to action. As
global citizens, we are all stakeholders
in the mission to ensure literacy for
every person, everywhere. Whether
through policy, innovation, teaching,
or grassroots involvement, the fight
against illiteracy is far from over — but
it is winnable.

Let us remember: A literate world is
an empowered world.
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Durga Puja and Navratri: A Celebration
of Faith, Culture, and Community

India is a land of festivals, each
carrying its own story, color, and
spirit. Among the most vibrant and
widely celebrated are Durga Puja and
Navratri, two festivals that honor the
Goddess Durga in her various forms.
Though they share a common spiritual
core—the triumph of good over
evil—they are observed in different
ways across the country. Together,
they represent a blend of mythology,
devotion, art, music, and community,
making them not just religious
occasions but also cultural phenomena.
Mythological Origins

The origins of Durga Puja and
Navratri are deeply rooted in Hindu
mythology. According to the Devi
Mahatmya from the Markandeya
Purana, Goddess Durga was created
by the combined powers of Brahma,
Vishnu, and Shiva to defeat the buffalo
demon Mahishasura, who could not
be slain by any man or god. Durga,
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embodying Shakti (divine feminine
energy), fought Mahishasura for nine
nights and ten days, finally slaying him
on the tenth day.

Navratri, which literally means "nine
nights," commemorates this battle, with
each day dedicated to one of Durga’s
nine manifestations—Shailaputri,
Brahmacharini, Chandraghanta,
Kushmanda, Skandamata, Katyayani,
Kalaratri, Mahagauri, and Siddhidatri.
Durga Puja, particularly celebrated in
Bengal and eastern India, focuses on
the last five days of this epic struggle,
culminating in Vijaya Dashami, when
the goddess is victorious and returns to
her celestial abode.

Durga Puja: The Bengali Extrava-
ganza

In West Bengal, Assam, Tripura,
and Odisha, Durga Puja is more than
a religious festival—it is the lifeblood
of community, art, and tradition. The
preparation begins months in advance

with artisans in Kumartuli (Kolkata’s
potters quarter) carefully sculpting
clay idols of the goddess and her
four children—ILakshmi, Saraswati,
Kartikeya, and Ganesha.

The five-day festival (Shashthi to
Dashami) transforms cities into open-
air art galleries. Gigantic pandals
(temporary pavilions) are erected,
often with elaborate themes ranging
from replicas of famous monuments
to imaginative contemporary designs.
Inside, the idols of Durga slaying
Mabhishasura are installed, glowing
with grandeur and devotion.

The days are filled with rituals—
pushpanjali (flower offerings), aart,
and the rhythmic beating of dhaak
drums. Evenings come alive with
cultural programs, dance, and theatre.
Food, too, becomes a central part of
the celebration. Community feasts or
bhogs of khichuri, labra, chutney, and
payesh are distributed, while the streets
bustle with stalls selling sweets, rolls,
and Bengali delicacies.

On the final day, Vijaya Dashami,
married women smear vermilion on
Durga’s idol and each other in the
ritual of Sindoor Khela, symbolizing
the goddess’s marital bliss and power.
The idols are then immersed in rivers
or lakes amid processions of chanting,
music, and emotion. The immersion,
called Visarjan, represents the cycle
of creation and dissolution in the
universe.

Navratri: A Pan-Indian Celebration

While Durga Puja thrives in the
east, Navratri is celebrated across India
with diverse traditions. In Gujarat and
Maharashtra, it is synonymous with
vibrant garba and dandiyaraas dances,
where people in colorful attire circle
around lamps or images of the goddess,
singing folk songs late into the night.
The rhythmic clapping, switling skirts,
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and beating sticks create an atmosphere
of joyous devotion.

In northern states like Uttar Pradesh,
Himachal Pradesh, and Delhi, Navratri
is marked by Ramlila performances—
dramatic  re-enactments of the
Ramayana. The festivities culminate
on Dussehra, when effigies of Ravana,
Meghnath, and Kumbhkaran are
burnt, symbolizing Lord Rama’s
victory over evil.

In southern India, particularly Tamil
Nadu, Karnataka, and Andhra Pradesh,
the festival is celebrated with Golu—
artistic displays of dolls and figurines
arranged on steps, representing gods,
saints, animals, and mythological
scenes. Families invite neighbors to
view their golu, sing devotional songs,
and exchange gifts. In Kerala, the last
three days of Navratri are dedicated
to Saraswati, the goddess of wisdom,
when books and musical instruments
are worshipped.

Each region, while maintaining its
own flavor, shares the same essence:
devotion to the divine feminine and
the affirmation of good triumphing
over evil.

Symbolism and Spirituality

Durga Puja and Navratri are not
just cultural festivals—they carry deep
symbolic meaning. Durga’s victory over
Mabhishasura represents the triumph
of righteousness, truth, and divine
strength over arrogance and ignorance.
Her many arms, each carrying a
weapon, signify that she protects her
devotees from all directions.

The nine forms of the goddess
during Navratri symbolize different
virtues: courage, discipline, creativity,
motherhood, destruction of negativity,
and spiritual enlightenment. Devotees
fast, meditate, and recite scriptures,
cleansing their body and mind. The
fasting is not just about abstaining
from food but about purifying thought
and action.

The festivals also highlight the
importance of Shakti, the feminine
energy that sustains the universe.
By worshipping Durga, devotees
acknowledge that the divine mother
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is the source of creation, preservation,

and destruction, embodying the
cyclical nature of existence.
Cultural and Social Dimensions
Beyond spirituality, Durga Puja and
Navratri foster social unity. Families
reunite, communities collaborate in
organizing events, and people from
different walks of life come together
to celebrate. Pandals in Kolkata
often compete for artistic excellence,
becoming platforms for creativity and
innovation. Similarly, garba grounds in
Gujarat attract thousands, creating an
atmosphere of collective joy.

The festivals also boost local
economies. Artisans, craftsmen,
decorators, musicians, and food

vendors find livelihood opportunities
during this time. In many places, it is
the busiest and most prosperous season
of the year.

Moreover, these festivals are
inclusive. Even though rooted in Hindu
tradition, people of other faiths often
join the celebrations. In cosmopolitan
cities, corporate offices, schools, and
cultural organizations also arrange
Navratri and Puja festivities, turning
them into secular events of shared joy.
Modern Adaptations

In today’s age, Durga Puja and
Navratri have adapted to changing
times. Eco-friendly idols made of clay
and natural colors are encouraged

to reduce water pollution from
immersion rituals. Many organizers
adopt themes that highlight social
issues such as women’s empowerment,
environmental conservation, or
education. Technology, too, plays
a role—virtual darshans and live-
streamed pujas connect devotees across
the globe.

At the same time, the essence
remains unchanged: a celebration of
faith, community, and the eternal
message that good always triumphs
over evil.

Conclusion

Durga Puja and Navratri are not
merely festivals; they are experiences
that touch every aspect of life—
mythology, devotion, art, community,
and culture. They remind us of the
power of the divine feminine, the
importance of moral courage, and
the joy of togetherness. Whether it is
the grandeur of Kolkata’s pandals, the
vibrancy of Gujarats garba nights, or
the serenity of southern golu displays,
each region contributes a unique shade
to this nationwide canvas of devotion.

Ultimately, the festivals affirm a
timeless truth: in the endless battle
between light and darkness, light always
prevails. And in celebrating Durga and
her many forms, people celebrate not
only the goddess but also the resilience,
creativity, and spirit of humanity itself.
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