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Assessment

Assessments in
NIPUN Bharat
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How does one know that it is time &
to clean up their house?

Start with the sight test - Look
around, and you will find traces of
dust. There could be a pile of clothes
lying on the chair that needs atten-
tion. Perhaps, the bed cover needs to
be changed? Once you find these in-
dicators, you know it is time to clean
up. Identifying the next steps then
becomes rather easy - wipe off the
dust, fold the clothes and put them in

the almirah, and change the bed cov-
er. No government regulations need to
be followed or forms to be filled! With
cleaning, this system of self-conducted
subjective assessment and remedial ac-

y
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tion works just fine, however, in educa-
tion, the assessments need to be more
objective.

Assessments in education are an
integral part of instruction, as they
determine whether or not the goals of
education are being met. Assessments
affect decisions about student advance-
ment, instructional needs, curriculum,
goal setting, and, in some cases, fund-
ing. Assessments inspire us to ask hard
questions like - "Are we teaching what
we think we are teaching?", "Are stu-
dents learning what they are supposed
to be learning?", "Which classrooms/
clusters/ districts need additional sup-
port to achieve their expected learning
outcomes?". It is, thus, safely assumed
that assessments in education gener-
ate the most critical proxies to iden-
tify the health of a system, the sys-
tem being a class, a school, a district,
a state, or a nation.

The NIPUN Bharat mis-

sion guidelines, 2021, im-

press upon the importance

of building systems that use

assessments for continuous and

sustained improvement in student

learning. The guidelines state that in

foundational grades (1-3), the assess-
ments should be of two types:

1. School-based assessments:
School-based assessments
stakes, census-level (conducted for
each student) regular assessments for
students, and are conducted by the
teachers. These assessments evaluate
students’ performance on a recently
taught competency/ set of competen-
cies, while the findings from the assess-

are low-
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Assessment

ments help the teachers to remediate
as per individual student needs. To
keep this exercise low stakes, the data
from this assessment should be cap-
tured only at the teacher level and not
reported centrally. This helps reduce
the teachers’ pressure to perform for an
external audience (officials at various
levels) and they can use school based
assessment for its real purpose i.e. stu-
dent learning.

2.  Systems Assessment: The
Systems Assessment helps in evaluating
the processes and functioning of the
educational systems. Unlike School-
based assessments, Systems Assessment
is conducted at a sample level, where
data samples are captured by third-par-
ty bodies and reported centrally. Con-
ducting a Systems Assessment with
high fidelity helps to reliably predict
the support required at each level, and
can help in filling implementation

3Met 2023

School based assessments
(SBA)

e To assess and monitor learning
levels in the classroom

* Conducted by the teacher at
classroom level

» Data not reported centrally

# Low stakes assessments

gaps. For example, if the data from the
Systems Assessment shows that teach-
ers in a particular region are struggling
with teaching a certain FLN concept,
the teacher professional development
program for the said region can be de-

Systems assessments

¢ To assess, track and monitor
overall health of the Mission

# Data captured by third-party
bodies (mentors/ state assessment
groups)

# Data captured and reported
centrally

* Low stakes assessments

veloped around the said concept and
delivered accordingly.
The need for systems assessment
in NIPUN Bharat

For the success of the NIPUN
Bharat mission, the governance and
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Mission Evaluation should be conducted through periodic Mentor dipstick and
annual endline assessments

{ iiig

Sk

Mentor dipstick/
Spot testing
Spot assessments by mentors as
part of thair routine mentoring and
monitoring visits

State-level Endline
Anchored by the State, the endline
will be conducted by a pool of
State-level proctors

Mission evaluation is done through low stakes, sampled assessments

administration systems must be able to
diagnose ongoings at each level correct-
ly. The state mission can only be well
governed if the State Project Manage-
ment Unit (State PMU) is correctly
aware of how each district performs.
Similarly, the District PMU should
have eyes on the performance of each

r &

@
34 | forem are 'hh

A%

block, and so on.This can be made pos-
sible through the systems assessment,
which provides a system-level diagnosis
of key mission KPIs and helps set goals
at the cluster, block, district, state, and
national levels; thereby building ac-
countability across stakeholders.

The system's assessment can be fur-

ther classified into two parts, based on
the sample size, and the frequency of
data collection/ report generation.

1. Spot assessments: Since the big-
gest objective of the NIPUN Bharat
mission is to improve students’ foun-
dational literacy and numeracy skills, it
is imperative that student learning be
made a crucial proxy for mission di-
agnosis. Spot assessments are done to
track status of student learning at any
given point in time, throughout the
year. These assessments must be con-
ducted by a dedicated cadre of state se-
lected mentors who serve dual purpos-
es in the mission: coach teachers on the
basis of classroom observation, and act
as field investigators to conduct short,
competency-based spot assessments
with a group of students.

To conduct the spot assessment, the
mentor must visit one of their assigned
mentee schools and select 4-5 students
from an FLN class, on a random basis.
These students must then be assessed
on the basis of standardised test items
linked to the competencies taught by
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the teacher over the fortnight. During
the assessment, the mentor has to cap-
ture student data over a monitoring
app, which must be analysed, resulting
in the creation of highly frequent spot
testing reports.

These spot testing reports aim to
energise the mission at the block and
cluster levels. The Block PMUs and
cluster head offices can plan next steps
and take data-driven actions based on
these reports for quick and effective re-
mediation- for example, low perform-
ing schools can be identified through
the reports, and priority visits may be
planned.

2. Endline assessments: Endline
assessments must be conducted at the
end of each academic year to track the
mission health annually. This assess-
ment helps in state and district level
goal setting and program planning and
must be proctored by a group of third
party field investigators (external agen-
cies or state ‘non-teacher’ bodies like
DIET/ SCERT).

To conduct the endline, a signifi-
cant sample of children from each FLN
grade must be tested per grade. The
school selection must be done using
sampling techniques that best represent
the population size. And the test proc-
tors must be trained to visit the allocat-
ed schools and conduct the assessment.
These students must be randomly se-
lected and assessed using standardised
assessment measures aligned to the NI-
PUN Lakshyas and competencies.

The field investigator has to then
digitally capture the data, which is then
analysed and shared with stakeholders
in the form of a report. The report
helps the districts with evidence-based
goal-setting for the upcoming academ-
ic year.

Six factors need to be taken into
account to design a strong systems as-
sessment.

1. Modality of the assessment:
To unpack the modality of systems as-
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sessment, we have to focus on two key

areas -

» Scale and scope: The chosen sam-
ple at district and grade level must
be the best possible representation
of the population size while taking
into account the state's resources.
For enhanced ease and data reliabil-
ity, the tools must be tested in the
locally spoken language (or medium
of instruction followed at the state
level); and the examination should
be proctored one-on-one by field
investigators using the tools devel-
oped.

» Frequency and reporting: The
Endline assessment should be con-
ducted as a sample-based study ev-
ery year. The results from the assess-
ment must be analyzed and compre-
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hensive reports should be prepared
at the district level highlighting the
grade, subject, and competencies
that require prioritisation and rec-
ommendations for immediate ac-
tion.

2. Item bank selection: As of today,
there is a better understanding of how
a child learns. This has led to the ed-
ucational system slowly moving away
from rote learning, giving way to new
assessment methodologies.

One such assessment methodology
is to test using the Item Response The-
ory (IRT), which allows the assessors
to better understand each test item's
quality in terms of both difficulty
and the ability to distinguish between
high-achieving and low-achieving
students. The IRT framework, thus,
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should be adopted for such assess-

ments to produce scores that will assist

in evaluating important skills such as
reading ability, a student’s attitude, etc.

3. Selection and Training of Field
Investigators: Considering the sig-
nificance of system evaluations, they
should be proctored by a group of
third-party proctors to limit the biases
that affect the quality of data collection.
These proctors could be an external as-
sessment agency, or choose from the
pool of DIET, SCERT, KRPs, ABRCs,
and BRPs cadres, or students studying
in Teacher education institutes.

Before beginning the exercise, the
proctors must be trained on the pro-
cedure for conducting the assessment,
the items and their relevance, and the

ag
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use of technological tools.

4. Multistakeholder-level tech-en-
abled monitoring system: The pri-
mary goal of mission-level evaluations
is to identify implementation gaps
and support needs at various levels of
the system. Hence, the tools utilised
for such evaluations must be simple,
easy-to-use technologies that provide
insights that can be efficiently turned
into action and are accessible to all.

For this, digital tools and applica-
tions (for example Tangerine) could
be used to reduce the time and effort
burden on the field investigators and
improve the system's ability to process
data in real time and generate mean-

ingful insights.

5. Improving assessment reliabil-
ity by ‘Truth scoring’: The endline
assessment would be used to focus on
what works and, more crucially, what
does not. Data sources, such as mentor
dipsticks, also known as spot assess-
ments, and weather stations (groups of
state personnel from the district who
provide correct information/ data from
the ground), should be used to ensure
the data reliability from the endline as-
sessment.

For example, Haryana has FLN co-
ordinators to serve as weather stations
to help the state understand what is
and is not working and build solutions
to fix what is not working. Eventually,
the goal is to improve the data accuracy
of the state-created monitoring system
by eliminating misreported data and
developing trust in the collected data
to track how reforms are emerging on
the ground.

6. Meaningful assessment report
generation: It is important to compare
apples to apples, not oranges. Hence,
the data analysis and reporting phase is
extremely crucial for the success of any
study.

For the assessment, the reporting
should be done in real-time, with tri-
angulation of data points. This will as-
sist the state in delivering a structured,
comprehensive report that enables re-
porting progress irrespective of level.

Both School-based assessments and
systems assessments provide crucial
proxies to determine the state mission
health. Using these assessments with
the above considerations will empow-
er states and institutions in improving
student learning outcomes and achiev-
ing the goals of the NIPUN Bharat
Mission.

Authored by:
State Lead, Central Square
Foundation

Project Manager,
Central Square Foundation
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Poem ﬁ

« 1he Cost
% of Royalty

Jewels cut,
Throats cut,
Bloodlines whole,
Kingdoms lost.

The cost of royalty,
The subjects bore.
Ravaged and ransacked,
By invaders galore.

Ruthless rulers,
Subdued subjects.
Riches plundered,

Sovereignty surrendered.

Whether in battles or duels,
With hearts kind or cruel.

Yet they followed every rule.
The Royal rulers duly ruled.

Even though some Sovereigns blundered,
While the good citizens wondered.

But Royalty’s loyal defenders revived,
And made sure the bloodlines survived.

Dr. Deviyani Singh
deviyanisingh@gmail.com
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Utilisation and Management of ICT
Resources In Schools: e-Leadership

for its integration in teaching, learning
and school administration.

For this
educational

Manoj Kaushik o

reason,

leaders must
\  understand,

promote
. and imple-

Introduction p
. ment  the

Leadership plays a cru- .
. . F notion that
cial role in guiding the teach-

technology

ing-learning process in school
settings. Principals as school
leaders have a major respon-
sibility for initiating and im-
plementing school transformation
through the use of Information and
Communication Technology (ICT).
They can facilitate complex decision

o
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integration is less about technology
and more about focusing on the future
generations and leading teachers to a
change in pedagogy.ICT can enhance
teaching and learning processes, in-
crease efficiency and productivity, and
provide new opportunities for students
and teachers to engage with content
and each other. However, the effective
integration of ICT in schools requires
strong leadership and strategic plan-
ning.School leaders,therefore,

become very important in

effective utilization

‘ i management of ICT
e-Leadership

in educational settings.
Effective school leaders

understand the potential

of ICT to transform teach-
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ing and learning and are committed to
using it to improve educational out-
comes. They ensure that the school's
ICT infrastructure is up-to-date and
well-maintained. They invest in the

necessary hardware and software, pro-
vide technical support, and ensure that
the school's network and systems are
secure and reliable.

To support teachers,an effective

school leader prioritizes the use of
ICT in the curriculum and ensures
that teachers have the necessary train-
ing and resources to use it effectively.
They also establish clear policies and
guidelines for the use of ICT, such as
internet safety protocols, data protec-
tion regulations, and acceptable use
policies.

Another important aspect of school
leadership in ICT is the promotion
of digital citizenship among students.
This includes educating students on
responsible and ethical use of technol-
ogy, as well as promoting digital litera-
cy skills such as media literacy, online
research, and critical thinking.

Effective school leadership in ICT
also up-to-date
with technological developments and

involves  keeping
trends. This includes attending profes-
sional development opportunities and
staying informed about emerging tech-
nologies that may have the potential to
enhance teaching and learning.
E-leadership

E-leadership can be defined as the




use of ICT to manage organizations

and lead people. It involves the use of
various digital tools and technologies
to communicate, collaborate, and co-
ordinate with employees, stakeholders,
and customers. E-leadership is essential
in the digital age as it allows organiza-
tions to leverage the power of technolo-
gy to achieve their goals and objectives.
Importance of ICT Utilisation and
Management

The utilisation and management
of ICT can bring numerous benefits
to organisations, including increased
efficiency, productivity, and profit-
ability. ICT can automate repetitive
tasks, freeing up employees to focus on
more strategic activities that add value
to the organisation. It can also facili-
tate communication and collaboration
between employees, departments, and
even between organisations. The use
of ICT can also provide organisations
with valuable insights into customer
behaviour and preferences, enabling
them to tailor their products and ser-
vices accordingly. Additionally, ICT

ae
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can enable organisations to reach new

markets and customers, allowing for

growth and expansion.

The Use of ICT in E-Leadership:
There are several ways in which ICT

can be used in e-leadership. In this sec-

tion, we will discuss some of the most

common applications of ICT in e-lead-

ership.

¢ Communication

¢ Collaboration

* Data Analysis

¢ Automation

Major ICT initiatives in Haryana

school education

* e-Adhigam

* Mukhyamantri distance learning
program

* EDUSAT Haryana

e DIKSHA Haryana

o Assessment  Mobile  Applica-
tion:AVSAR

* Digital Platform for Mentoring and
monitoring:SAMIKSHA

Challenges of ICT Utilisation and
Management
Despite the potential benefits of

ICT utilisation and management, there
are several challenges that organisations
may face. One of the main challenges
is the lack of availability of clear guide-
lines of utilisation and expectations.
Another is unavailability of trained
staff and support system. In rapid pace
of technological change, new tech-
nologies are constantly emerging, and
organisations must stay up-to-date
with these advancements to remain
competitive.Another challenge of ICT
utilisation and management is the risk
of cybersecurity threats.In addition to
cybersecurity risks, organisations must
also manage the risk of data privacy
breaches.Another challenge of ICT
utilisation and management is the po-
tential for technological obsolescence.
The road ahead: How to overcome
challenges and grow
¢ Establish clear policies
¢ Provide training
¢ Invest in infrastructure
¢ Evaluate and select appropriate soft-
ware and applications
¢ Monitor and evaluate ICT use
¢ Establish a support system

By following these steps, school
leaders can address the challenges of
ICT utilization and management and
ensure that technology is being used
effectively to enhance the educational
experience for all students.

In conclusion, school leadership
plays a critical role in the effective utili-
zation and management of ICT in ed-
ucational settings. Leaders who priori-
tize the use of ICT, provide support for
teachers, maintain the necessary infra-
structure, promote digital citizenship,
and stay informed about technological
developments can help to ensure that
students have access to the full poten-
tial of ICT for their learning and future
success.

Head,
Educational Technology Wing
SCERT Haryana, Gurugram
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The Canvas
of Emotions

3MeT 2023

She painted all her raw emotions,

She could hear colors in motion
Blue on a dreary day, red for anger.
Purple for her love, she lost to war.
White for the wedding gown, alas,
Still behind the showroom glass.

Strokes of slender fingers mirrored stories untold.
But in the night, dark dancing demons took hold.
Her brush unleashed hidden tormented ghouls,
The Canvas spoke, stretched like a lone wolf's howl.
Yet, amid the pain, there were moments of light,

When hope of new life filled her heart with delight.

She painted pink for the babies in prams in the park,
And lavender dreams even though her life was stark.
She painted her pain, and rainbow colored her joy,
The brush held in her taut veinous hand high.

Bled deep crimson strains straight from her heart,

Yes, but some might casually call it, just art.

Dr. Deviyani Singh
deviyanisingh@gmail.com
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+ Research

TheWriting of a

esearch Paper

Ms. Rupam Jha |

T he dissemination of a Research

A Report can culminate in the writ-
ing of a Research Paper. This maximises
the benefit of a research study.On the
basis of one research report, two or

@
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three papers may be generated. Even
if there is no report, data is necessary
so as to form a basis for the research
paper. So statistical data and pre-exist-
ing research are essential in starting a
research paper.

A unique perspective may be drawn
on the basis of a research report. It may
be the perspective of the writer or may
be interpretation from the available da-
ta.A research paper has all three dimen-
sions in its fold; exploration, explana-
tion and description.

Academic writings make for sim-
pler processing of academic work.All
the accumulated data and information
gets compressed into a research paper.
A report may be cumbersome but a re-
search paper is handy along with being
easy to comprehend.

A lot of skills may be developed in
the process of writing a research paper.
Writing skills are honed and interest in
research is created. The skill or ability
to define data only comes when writing
a research paper.
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The structure of the Research Paper
should be clearly delineated. The anal-
ysis and result be clearly shown.

The maximum time should be de-
voted to the planning of the paper. This
enables the writer to organise the writ-
ing of the paper in a structured man-
ner. The paper should be as be as per
format.
¢ Executive summary — highlights of

the main report.

* Table of Contents — index page.

¢ Introduction — origin, essentials of
the main subject.

* Body — main report.

¢ Data Analysis.

¢ Conclusion — inferences, measures
taken, projections.

¢ Reference — sources of information.

e Appendix.

Another aspect of the paper is that
it should not be too lengthy.The anal-
ysis has to be accurate and the descrip-
tion should be that of the researcher.
A Research Paper validates the research
study and opens doors to other ave-
nues. The optics of a research paper
is high. The paper should demonstrate
strong knowledge base of the author
and writer of the paper.lt is also an
original contribution on the part of the
writer.

The language of the paper has to
be formal; nothing too be loose, vague
or inappropriate or unimaginative the
writing should be stripped of all bias
even if it makes the language bland.
The length of the paper should be such
that there should be around 4000-
6000 words.

The topic chosen by you should be
very specific in nature with suitable
amount of content and of interest to
the researcher. Note down page num-
bers and determine what is primary re-
search and what is secondary research.
Another point to be mentioned is what
type of research has been conduct-
ed.Initially the paper has to be broad

3MeT 2023

based and then move to specifics. At
times, surprise questions spring up so
the researcher is to be prepared accord-
ingly.

Whatever maybe the writing style
of the researcher, the content must be
very specific and as per the title. The
Abstract, besides having strong con-
tent, must be able to impress the reader
with its aesthetic appeal as well. Tech-
nically speaking, tables and appendices
too should be part of the research pa-
per.

The interpretation of Data should
be part of the research process. This
will make it easier for the reader to
comprehend the analysis. Also men-
tioned must be the delimitation, if
any, of the paper. Then will the way
forward emerge. The student commu-
nity will benefit from it and so will the
educational administrators. What must
be kept in mind is that the paper be
specific and to the point.

Undergoing the process of writing a
research paper, the researcher’s memory
is refreshed about the entire gamut of
the research process.Answers to ques-
tions are found systematically. A sense

20
Research .. I

of achievement may be felt at the com-
pletion of the research paper. Affective
reactions, if positive, help to boost the
morale.Usage of electronic resources
may be enhanced. The individuality of
perspective is refreshing.

The usefulness of the Research Pa-
per is important. How it may be car-
ried forward and how may the student
community benefit from it. What is
there in the paper for educational ad-
ministrators to note and how may the
findings be linked to classroom in-
struction. This will enhance the value
of the paper. The efforts put into the
writing of the paper will be recognised.
Researchers often get a chance to pres-
ent their paper to a wider audience.

So now is the time, take out your
pre collected data and start the prepa-
ration of writing a paper.Make sure
you factor in the associated variables as
well. A systematic presentation of data
will emerge. A report may be cumber-
some but the paper will be accessible to

all stakeholders.

Subject Specialist
SCERT Haryana, Gurugram
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Mental Health

Forget Past to
Brighten your Future

Dr. Himanshu Earg_o

ife is full of ups and downs. It

brings pleasant and heart-breaking
surprises at regular intervals. There is
no person in this world who has not ex-
perienced suffering in life. Sorrow and
happiness are two sides of a coin. The
burden of our past keeps alive all the
insults and hurt in our lives. Sometimes
these pressures even succeed in chang-
ing our fundamental nature. Then an-
ger, hatred and disappointments take
root in our minds and we become

y
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angry sulkers, frustrated and grouchy
people. These sentiments impede our
progress towards success. These all hin-
der our happiness too. Physical, Mental
and Emotional Past sufferings remain
permanent marks on our minds.

Life is too short. The regular think-
ing of past bad experiences creates a
negative environment around us. A
right saying-"What we think is what we
get". The past negative thoughts attract
negatives in our present and future too.
So to attain progress, success and hap-
piness in our present and future life,
we have to give up the bad experiences
of our past and get on with life. If we
are interested in positive achievements,
the past sufferings must be discarded

with a firm hand before new windows
of a bright future open before us. To
achieve better health and beauty, it is
mandatory to discard past anger and
hatred from our hearts. A clean and
healthy mind affects the body too. As
a result, our body glows and becomes
full of energy.

Past can never be changed but our
future can be designed according to
our desire to a certain extent. "Forgive
and Forget with caution"-should be the
motto of our lives. So live in present to
design a bright future.

Asstt. Professor

Govt. College for Women, Jind
Himanshujind@yahoo.com
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The Art of Taking
Offence

Shubhangi Singh o

T the monsoons are up and the

A guards down; the rain beckons
me. I park my car and get out to a sweet
peck from a rain drop. I look up in
utter freement to the infinite pouring

3MeT 2023

sky that seems mine, all of it. And then
Phachch! My reverie is broken by a big
brown splash on my heretofore pristine
white kurta and the sweet lingering
smell of wet earth on my face. I wipe
off the mud from my eyes to notice
another grinning set, peering up at
me. The eyes belong to a boy, litte
enough to just about reach my knee
and big enough to cross his hands in
disapproval. And he is standing in a

puddle.

“How dare you?” I try to sound
offended but my words sound hollow.
“How dare you not?” He starts
hopping once again, splattering mud
over and around him. Chhayi Chhapa
Chhai. The words, of what was once
my favourite song, ring in my ears.
My legs join the little boy without
my permission. I let go. Together we
continue our little joy dance. I lift
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him up and he shakes the blooming
branches of the young kachnar tree,
fawning over us. We are wet, covered
in blushing pink petals and mud. I put
on the music in my car. We continue.
I feel unlike any mere creature of the
earth. We are skylings now he and I
swimming in the sky.

Alien sounds break our trance. We
have an audience now and it is not a
small one. A man, with flailing arms
and devastated features, is screeching
out his grave concerns. A policeman is
nodding, first at him, then at me.
"Madam,
neighbourhood. Please dont create

this is a  shareef

. "
nuisance here.

"What nuisance?"
"Please, you should take care of your

@@
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modesty, Madam. With a kid ..."
"Wlla_"

"Playing loud music on road, dancing

like this, littering road. Dont make
me say it, please think of your child,
Madam. Your dress is also ..."

"He is not my child."

"Who are you with ?"

"Alone."

"Just because you are woman, Madam,
I will let you go with fine. I would have
taken a man to the police station"

"For dancing?"

"I respect women, Madam. You should
respect our culture too."

"I will not pay any fine."

The policewala stares at me, in
what may be shock, disgust, lack of
apprehension or all of them at once.

He again threatens to take me to the
police station. I am ready. He reminds
me about my familyy A woman
helpfully conveys that. I have wasted
flowers too, thus destroying nature. He
nods again. I tell him to take me to the
police station. His face is blank. I have
custardified the crisis at hand, the one
concerning my role in society or maybe
just his identity crisis.

"Madam, go back to your family. I
will leave you with warning. I respect
women."

Shubbangi Singh is a freelance
writer who writes content, copy,
and social commentary. Her short
stories have won awards, and she has
published works in newspapers and
literary magazines.

hishubh@gmail.com
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‘The Sound qf
Hajajainess! ’

Laugh...

Laugh for a happy mind and soul,

Laugh when idle, laugh when you stroll.

Laugh like you don't care,

Laugh even if they stare.

Laugh your lungs out,

Laugh your thoughts out.

Laugh aloud, laugh and give a shout.

Laugh in company, laugh when lonely.

Laugh and release,

Laugh and live life with ease.

So laugh,

because it’s the sound of happiness!
Nidhi Rawal Gautam

nidhirawalgautam@gmail.com




-

Y
&= i% .
| . Amazing

The word assassination was invented by William
Shakespeare

Benjamin Franklin invented the rocking chair.

Persia changed its name to Iran in 1935
In the wild, the poinsettia flower can reach a height of

12 feet, and have leaves that are eight inches across.
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10.

11.

12.

13.
14.

The smallest bone in the human body is the stapes bone
which is located in the ear

India used to be the richest country in the world until
the British invasion in the early 17th Century

Some African tribes refer to themselves as "mother-
hoods" instead of families

Between 1902 and 1907, the same tiger killed 434 peo-
ple in India

The Chinese politician Mao Zedong refused to ever
brush his teeth and instead just washed his mouth with
tea

The Super Bowl is broadcast to over 182 countries in
the world

Banging your head against a wall uses 150 calories an
hour

In 1884, Dr. Hervey D. Thatcher invented the milk
bottle.

The lifespan of a rhinoceros is generally 50 years

The name of the award given to honor the best sites on
the Internet is called "The Webby Award."

. The United States Mint once considered producing do-

nut-shaped coins.

. A Hungarian named Ladislo Biro invented the first ball-

point pen in 1938.

. Adolf Hitler loved chocolate cake
. Snails eat with a rasping mouth called a "radula,” which

has thousands of teeth

. A dragonfly has a lifespan of four to seven weeks
. Chewing on gum while cutting onions can help a per-

son fl‘OHl pl'OdllCil’lg tears

. A house cat spends 70% of its time sleeping
. The first hair dryer was a vacuum cleaner that was used

for drying hair

. Whale eyes are the size of a grapefruit
. Painting a house yellow or having a yellow trim helps in

selling a house faster

. Fido means faithful in Latin
. Pebbles cereal was actually named after the shape of the

cereal and not the Pebbles Flintstone character

. A group of kangaroos is called a mob
. Every three seconds, a new baby is born
. More than 260,000 people have been killed by volcanic

activity since 1700 AD.

. The only predator that polar bears have are humans

https://greatfacts.com
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10.

11.

Which one of these was not
among the first search engines:
AltaVista; Infoseek; TopBanana;
Yahoo; WebCrawler, or Lycos?
TopBanana
The currencies: Korean Won,
Japanese Yen, and Chinese Yuan all
mean literally: Gold; Paper; Rice;
or Round shape? Round shape
Guan is Chinese pottery whose
glazing is: Gold; Blue and white;
Fish-themed; or Cracked?
Cracked

A Conestoga is a heavy 1700-
1800s (What?) used by Eastern
US pioneers: Shotgun; Wagon;
Building sand; or Flour? Wagon
Who married his co-star Lauren
Bacall in 1945 after the films To
Have and Have Not and The Big
Sleep: Frank Sinatra; Humphrey
Bogart; John Wayne; or Wayne
Sleep? Humphrey Bogart

In Victorian England a 'pure
finder' was a street collector of
(What?) for the leather tanning
industry: Rain  water; Rotten
vegetables; Broken glass; or Dog
poo? Dog poo

When we hear an explosion three
miles away, it happened roughly
how long ago: 1 second; 3 seconds;
5 seconds or 14 seconds? 14
seconds

Sonar (originally an acronym)
commonly refers to detection
using: Light; Sound; X-Ray; or
Nuclear fission? Sound

Caulking, originally in boat/
shipbuilding, extending to boiler
making and construction, is:
Bribery of officials; Paying workers
in cash; Filling joints and cracks;
or Holiday for brass band duty?
Filling joints and cracks

What dish meant originally a
white food: Custard; Blancmange;
Trifle; or Yoghurt? Blancmange
Baron  Hardup is  whose
pantomime  father:  Sleeping

12.

13.

14.

KNOWLEDGE

Beauty; Snow White; Cinderella;
or Widow Twanky? Cinderella
Standardized  pieces of  text
inserted into contracts/computer
code are called: Ticker-tape; Copy-
type; Boilerplate; or Sticky label?
Boilerplate
A doppelganger is someone's:
Double; Role-model; Stage
persona; or Arch enemy? Double
Cape Dutch, originating 1700s,
is a traditional term for the: Port

15.

16.

17.

18.

*f—*}'
General Knowledge i

of Amsterdam; Judge's robe;
Afrikaans language; or Granny

Smith apple? The Afrikaans
language

The famous website ranking and
analytics company noted for its
toolbar, bought by Amazon in
1999, is called: Snopes; Alexa; Yell;
or Go? Alexa

The post-Roman, German settlers

of England are called: Angles;

Norse; Gauls; or Normans? Angles
Emesis refers to expulsion from a:
Bar; Church; School; or Stomach?
Stomach

The brand Reebok is Afrikaans
for the grey rhebok, which is
an  African: Waterfall;, Wind;
Antelope;  or  Jumping ant?

Antelope

https://www.businessballs.com/quiz/

quiz-241-general-knowledge/
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