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Achievement of Haryana In
NLEPC Under Inspire Award
Manak 2019-20

QRE AWARD 4,

Y

-2

Poonam Yadav o

T he eighth edition of NLEPC
A (national level exhibition cum
Project competition) under INSPIRE
award MANAK commenced from
4th September 2021 in virtual mode.
The event showcased the innovative
ideas of students who have been select-

ed at state level under inspire award
“MANAK” programme in 2020-21.
The whole purpose of the programme

o
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was to ignite millions of young minds
and making them part of; larger inno-
vation driven science and technology
development within the country. In
this event 1000 selected ideas from all
over India after the SLEPC were evalu-
ated by the jury team members. Out of
these 60-idea based innovative exhibits
were awarded at National level.

This year 13 state level winners
from Haryana state participated in
National level. These were Aditya
Mobohil, Dev, Kavish Sardana, Namish
Kharbanda, Rachna ,Ujjwal Siwach,
Amrinder Singh, Harshal Chawla, La-
tika Dhiman ,Preeyam Das,S Gaurav
Singh and Tamannaah. Three students
From Faridabad District namely Ka-

«t AWARD Mq
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vish Sardana, Namish Kharbanda,
Preeyam Das & one student from Ya-
muna Nagar namely S Gaurav Singh
from Haryana State set benchmark by
winning four awards at National level
competition (NLEPC).

It was the outcome of well-coor-
dinated and collective efforts of NIF
authorities, Sh.Devender Tiwari and
Sh.Hardev Choudhary, DST officials,
State, district and school authorities,
DEOs and DSS in smooth and effec-
tive organization of DLEPC, SLEPC
and NLEPC. In Haryana it was led
by Director, Secondary Education Dr.
J Ganeshan (IAS) and SCERT GUR-
UGRAM under the able leadership of
Dr. Rishi Goyal Director, Smt. Sangee-
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ta Yadav Joint Director, Sh. Sunil Bajaj
Dy. Director, dedicated efforts by Sci-
ence Wing Incharge Dr. Deepti Boken,
subject expert Smt. Savita Devi and
INSPIRE Nodal officer Poonam Yadav.

It was the able guidance, continuous
and consistent efforts of District Nodal
Officer from Faridabad Shri Ajay Ku-
mar Sharma, DSS and District Nodal
Officer from Yamuna Nagar Sh. Vishal
Singhal that the students got positions
at National level. These NLEPC win-
ner students are:

1.Sanchit Kumar from Holy child
school Faridabad whose idea of making
sensors on the seats of senior citizens in
Metro train/ other public conveyance

JeCsR-cfdeR 2021
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was based on in-
stallation of bio-
metric  device.
On the basis of
Thumb Impres-
sion, seats allot-
ted for

citizens

senior
and a

narrator on the
top of seat. He
explained that the seat will automati-
cally get folded if a person is below 60
years because his thumb impression
will not allow the seat to open.
2.Priyam Das from DPS Greater
Faridabad, who made his project on E
Shoes which provides a solution to the

.
Innovation .. |

problem of Energy Crisis by tapping
the energy while walking and convert-
ing it into electrical energy. The ener-
gy further can be used to charge the
phone at times when the phone gets
totally discharged or after returning
from exercise or walking.

3. Kavish Sardana from Faridabad
made an intelligent Bin named I-Bin
with its unique and smart way of waste
disposal and suggested waste manage-
ment system

4.S  Gaurav
Singh from Ya-
Nagar

award at |

muna
won

national level for
his model neu-
ron which is net-
working of end

users as reachable
organised Nexus
with an advantage that people can use
it anywhere with no issue of connec-
tivity or choice of network selection so
these four students are winners at na-

=1} L &7 = §
ey = ST

tional level and it is a proud moment
for our state.

The nominations for this year
are now open.Each registered school

- whether private or govt. can submit

the ideas of five students (from class 6
to 10 )from their school . The link for
the same is given below.
https://www.inspireawards-dst.
gov.in/userp/school-authority.aspx

Subject expert
SCERT, Gurugram Haryana
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s Management

TEAM

Building

Smt. Rupam Jha o

|

A_ very important principle of Man-
gement is Team Building. The

leader leads the Team in order to ac-
complish certain tasks.

The right attitude is the first step
towards Team Building. Leadership
acumen leads to building a strong
team. A strong team will help achieve
organizational goals. The vision is pro-
vided by the leader and the mission
becomes clear to the team. Building
a healthy work environment both in
terms of physical space and mindset of
the members of the Team will enhance
motivation.

The leader of the Team infuses a cer-
tain energy into the team. By involving
every member of the organization in
tasks and activities, the leader takes the
entire gamut of members along. The
members of the team feel a sense of

ae
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belongingness and consider the duties
assigned to them as their own.

With authority comes responsibil-
ity and to build a strong team, take
responsibility and assign challenging
tasks to team members, so that they
learn how to take responsibility.

Mutual Trust is important. Leaders
who have faith in their team can get
the best out of the members. The team
members have full faith in their leader
and this is reciprocal. The Team Leader
too has the assurance that the member

will accomplish the task to the best of
ability.

Communication skills have to be
strong. Communication is made more
effective by making it two —way. Listen-
ing is an art, and has to be cultivated.
By communication, the leader is also
able to gauge which member would be
best suited for which task.

Conflict management is another
important area of Team Building as
conflict if not managed can lead to ag-
gression. A committee can be made to
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resolve the situation by dialogue.

Problem Solving Ability is a charac-
ter trait which should be there in ev-
ery leader. Active listening is one step
towards enhancing Problem Solving
ability. In a democratic participation
style, a leader listens to all but the final
decision making is with the top man-
agement. By listening, one also learns
to empathize. Problem solving ability
also includes in its folds the ability to
move to an alternate solution if the first
one does not work.

Action Research is when the
practitioner does a study in order to
improve one’s own practice. It is sim-
ple, taking a pre-test, putting inter-
ventions followed by a post test. Team
Leaders can encourage this practice and
it can be applied not only in academics
but also in problems related to disci-
pline and absenteeism.

Empathy too is an important lead-
ership quality. To be able to see things
from the other person’s point of view
and from a different perspective. Here

JeCsR-cfdeR 2021
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again the Art of Listening comes in
handy. Sometimes even in the profes-
sional space, personal problems may be
shared and a solution may be worked
out. Faith and trust grows this way.
The Team members feel that they have
a voice, this way and brain storming
exercises as well as Focus Group Dis-
cussions will be a success.

The team leader must have clarity of
thought and be courageous in decision
making. Team Building involves devel-
oping of self and the development of
team members. So trainings and capac-
ity building programs are to be encour-
aged. Being update with technology is
important especially after the pandem-
ic. Here again trainings come in handy.
To move with the times, is an import-
ant aspect of Team Building.

All the activities of an organization
have to be stitched together to form
a whole. This task of co-ordination is
an important management principle.
Eminent Sociologist Max Weber has
stated that every spoke in the wheel is

COACHING

COLLABORATION

important. Just like if any body part is
injured, the body ceases to be complete
as every part has a role to play. That is
why co-ordination becomes important
as every member of the team contrib-
utes towards the smooth functioning
and goal achievement of the team.

Two types of authority, as stated
by Max Weber, are a must have for
the leader of the team. Rational Legal
Authority which comes with the post
so as to enable a leader to take on the
responsibility of the team and Charis-
matic Authority by way of personality
in order the steer the team and achieve
the goals of the organization.

Team members begin to consid-
er the organization as their own and
take onus for its activities. That is the
essence of Team Building. This team
building exercise helps to bring out the
best in the members of the team. A sure
success mantra for the organization.

Subject Expert
SCERT Haryana, Gurugram
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® DPower of Zero @
) By myself I'm nothing, (&)

But even that's something,.
Added to any number

[ can become infinity.

I am the beginning,
To an end without end.
They don't know my value,
They don't sing my praise.
I am not naught,

I will be sought

['m a Zero,

So I became;

My own Super Hero.

By Dr. Deviyani Singh
deviyanisingh@gmail.com



BANK MANAGEMENT
Introduction
Bank Management includes sectors
such as Investment Banking, Corpo-
rate Finance Banking, Personal, Retail
and Rural Banking, Treasury Manage-
ment etc. The course structure is relat-
ed to fund raising through bonds and
securities in the
capital market, giving financial ad-
vice, plans and raising the capital or
fund.
Courses
» Bachelor in Finance & Investment
» B.Com/M.Com or BBA /MBA
(Finance)
» Financial Accounting
» Financial Management
» International Corporate Finance
Management
» Accounting Portfolio Management
» Risk Management
Eligibility
10+2 with accounts, maths and eco-
nomics
Institutes/Universities
1. Alagappa University, Karaikudi,
Tamil Nadu
2. Gulbarga University, Karnataka
3. University of Madras, Chennai
4. Bharathidasan University, Tiruchi-
rappalli, Tamil Nadu
5. Annamalai University, Annamalai
Nagar, Tamil Nadu

JeCsR-cfdeR 2021
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Compendium of

Academic Courses
Aftr +2

6. Bangalore University, Bengaluru,
Karnataka
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
Introduction
The administration of a business is
interchangeable with the performance
or management of business operations,
it includes the efficient organization
of people and other resources so as to
direct activities toward common goals
and objectives.
Courses
1. Bachelor of Business Administra-
tion (BBA),

iy Ty
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2. Bachelor of Business Management
(BBM),

3. Bachelor of Business Studies (BBS)

4. MBA: Post graduate degree in
management

5. PGDM (Post Graduate Diploma in
Management/ Business administra-
tion)

6. Post Graduate Diploma in Business
Administration (PGDBA)

7. Diploma in Business Administra-
tion (DBA)

8. Advance Diploma in Business Ad-
ministration (ADBA)

9. Advance Diploma in International
Hotel and Business Administration

Eligibility

» 10+2 or equivalent qualification

» B.Com, B.A., B.Sc., BE/ B. Tech
etc. However, subjects such as com-
merce, economics and mathematics
would prepare a candidate better for
pursuing business studies.

Institutes/Universities

1. All IIMs, including Ahmadabad,
Bangalore, Calcutta, Kozhikode,
Lucknow, Indore

2. Faculty of Management studies,
Delhi

3. IIFT Delhi

i
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4. Department of Management
Studies, II'T Madras,

5. IIT Roorkee, Kanpur

6. Indian Institute of Management
Shillong

7. Shailesh ] Mehta School of

Management, Indian Institute of
Technology, Bombay

8. Smt. Indira Gandhi Government
First Grade College for Women

9. Sir MV Govt Arts and Commerce
College

10.Indira Gandhi National Open

University, New Delhi (http://
www.ignou.ac.in/)

BUSINESS MANAGEMENT

Introduction
Business management is the process

of the planning, co-ordination and

control of a business and to establish a

value-creating organization.

Courses

1. BBA/MBA in Sales/Marketing/HR/
Finance

2. BA (Economics)

3. B.Com/M.Com

Eligibility

» 10+2 pass with any discipline or
equivalent

» Graduation for Post-Graduation
degree/diploma in management
CAT/CMAT/other entrance Tests
organized by various institutes/
Universities/Business Schools after
graduation

Institutes/Universities

1. All Indian Institute of Management
(ITMs)

2. Guru Gobind Singh Indraprastha
University, Delhi

3. Birla Institute of Technology and
Science, Pilani

4. Motilal Nehru National Institute of
Technology Allahabad

5. Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi




6. Faculty of Management Studies,
University of Delhi, Delhi
7. Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi
8. Birla Institute of Technology, Mesra
COSTS AND WORKS ACCOUNTS
Introduction
A course in Cost and Work Ac-
counts work would cover structuring
business policy of a company to give a
forecast for projects on the basis of past
and present financial performances.
Courses
1. Foundation Course
2. Intermediate Course (Part I)
3. Intermediate Course (Part II)
4. Final Course (Part III)
5. Final Course (Part IV)
Eligibility
For Foundation Course
10/10+2 pass as equivalent there-
to or has passed NDC Examination
held by AICTE or any State Board of
Technical Education, or the Diploma
in Rural Service Examination conduct-
ed by the National Council of Higher
Education.
For Intermediate Course
Passed 10+2 and Foundation Course
of the Institute of Cost Accountants of
India/ Graduation in any discipline
other than Fine Arts/ Foundation (En-
try Level) Part I Examination of CAT
of the Institute/ Foundation (Entry
Level) Part I Examination and Com-
petency Level Part II Examination of
CAT of the Institute.
Institutes/Universities
1. The Institute of Cost Accountants of
India, Bangaluru, Karnataka
2. Jamal Mohamed College, Tiruchi-
rappalli, Tamil Nadu
3. Tiruchirapalli Chapter of ICWAL,
Tiruchirappalli, Tamil Nadu
4. Visakhapatnam Chapter of ICWALI,
Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh
5. Trivandrum Chapter of ICWAIL,
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala
6. Mysore Chapter of ICWAI, Mysuru,
Karnataka
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7. Madurai Chapter of ICWAI, Madu-
rai, Tamil Nadu
CHATERED ACCOUNTANCY
Introduction
Chartered Accountancy plays key
role in formulation of financial policies
& investment plans of a company, and
to make business plans for sustenance
and growth of a company.
Admission Process
The applications are invited 1 year

)
Academics .,g j:

in advance for these courses. The ex-

aminations are held twice a year — May

& November.

1. Enrolment for the CA Foundation
course after 10+2.

2. Enrolment for Intermediate course
(at this stage even graduates can
join directly)

3. Register as an articled clerk with a
practicing CA for undergoing prac-
tical training and as a student with
Board of Studies — ICAI for theo-
retical education.

4. Intermediate exams after 12 months
of training.

5. Final exams after completing Inter-
mediate.

6. Membership of ICAI after Passing
Final Exams

7. Professional Practicing CA.

Eligibility
Completion of Foundation Course

and pass in Foundation Exam or, Com-

merce graduates with more than 50%

or, Non-commerce graduates with

mathematics as one of the subjects and

60% of total marks or, Non-commerce
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graduates other than mathematics with
minimum 55%.
Duration: 12 months
Courses
1. CA - Foundation Course
2. Eligibility: 10+2
3. Duration: 10 months
4. CA - Intermediate Course
Institutes/Universities
1. The Institute of Chartered Accoun-
tants of India , New Delhi
CHARTERED FINANCIAL ANALYSIS
Introduction
CFA Program gives an insight in
corporate finance, investment man-
agement and financial services. The
Program is divided into three levels.
Preliminary; inter and final level. It is
recognized as a Postgraduate Diploma
in Financial Analysis by AICTE. It is a
self-study programme and the Institute
supplies study material to the enrolled
students. There are also courses like
Diploma in Basic Finance (DBF) and
Merchant Banking and Financial Ser-
vices (MBES).
Courses
1. Regular CFA Program, Duration
Graduates in any discipline. Stu-

i
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dents appearing for final year ex-
aminations are also eligible.

2. Accelerated CFA Program, First
Class Graduates,
Working Executives and Profes-

CA/CWA/CS/MBA/

Postgraduates,

sionals like

CAIIB.

3. CFA Foundation Course: Degree
college students interested in pur-
suing professional certification pro-
gram such as CFA Program.

Eligibility
Degree and Engineering college stu-

dents (any discipline).

The candidates who are successful
in the admission test and those who are
exempted from passing the admission
test are enrolled for the Programme.
A student is allowed a maximum peri-
od of three years to complete the pre-
liminary level of the programme and
a maximum period of seven years to
complete the entire programme.
Exemption

Th e MBAs, Post Graduate Diplo-
ma Holders in Management, CAs,
CWAs, CSs, CAIIBs, First class grad-
uates/post- graduates and senior exec-

utives with ten years of service in the

==

public sector or the private sector can

seek exemption from the
admission test.

Admission Test
The admission to both the programs

is through a basic test. The admission
test aims at testing the aptitude of the
candidates for professional studies in
financial analysis. Hence the quantita-
tive reasoning ability of the candidate is
tested. The admission test is held four
times in a year in the months of Janu-
ary, April, July and October.

Other Programs

1. CPA Program (The Certified Public
Accountant Program)

2. C-RIM Program (The Certified Risk
& Insurance Manager Program)

3. The CTM Program (The Certified
Treasury Manager Program)

4. The CIB Program (The Certified In-
vestment Banker Program)

5. The CPM Program (The Certified
Portfolio Manager Program) (Inter-
national CIIA Qualification from
ACIIA, London)

6. Global Strategic
(GSM) Program

Management
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Enhancing Digital Skills
iIn Teaching

“Technology is here to stay, but we need to get smarter on how best it can be used to

improve teaching and learning.”

:-_

Abstract

Generally, digital competence can
be defined as a set of skills, knowledge,
and attitudes that enable the individual
to achieve goals using digital technol-
ogies in various life contexts. (Baart-
man & de Bruijn, 2011; Ferrari et al.,
2012).

Digital platforms have become the
first — or only — option in the field of
Education today. Digital competencies
of teachers affect the learning of stu-
dents directly. Technology has become
an essential force shaping much of our
teaching and pedagogical practices.
Such competencies will be necessary
not only in this moment of transition,
but later on for a post-pandemic sce-
nario, to expand the teaching modality

JeCsR-cfdeR 2021

by the Blended approach. Teachers are
suddenly faced with the challenge of
how to continue their students’ educa-
tion. While this might seem a daunting
task, there are several ways teachers can
utilize the technology and resources al-
ready available to support online learn-
ing and ensure students still receive a
quality education.

Keywords : Digital Platforms,
Competencies, Blended Approach,
Pedagogical Strategies
Introduction

A team of authors from the King-
dom of the Netherlands, Ester van Laar
et al. [1-16], have done a tremendous
job of analyzing 1592 different articles
to identify and describe the digital and
common skills needed by people in the

21st century.[1]

In the Covid-19 pandemic digital
skills prove very beneficial for everyone.
“Necessity is the mother of invention,”
Corona virus (COVID-19) forced us
to rethink our daily lives from work
to school to entertainment. The use of
digital skills make teaching interesting.
It is the need of the hour too. Enhanc-
ing Digital Skills in Teaching is im-
portant for many reasons. It is not only
important because it is the standard of
education that is expected today, but
also it can improve the learning stan-
dard too.
nology in our daily life highlights the

The domination of tech-

importance of digital literacy not just
for adults but for children as well. The
digital world offers enormous benefits

o
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and advantages to everyone, however,

without proper use and understanding

of technology, the digital world can be
overwhelming, and even dangerous.

In their study, Himaildinen R. et
al. [4] considers the digital compe-
tence of teachers as a concept that
includes digital skills, attitude to
digital technologies and knowledge
of the latter.

The COVID-19 pandemic and
the rapid transition to online learning
around the world have made major
changes in teaching- learning practices.
The question arose about the readiness
of teachers for such changes, about
the digital competence of participants
in the educational process, about the
emotional state of teachers and stu-
dents associated with the process of
organizing full-fledged online learning.
*What are Digital Skills?

Digital skills are defined as the
ability of find, evaluate, use, share
and create content using digital de-
vices, such as computers and smart-
phone (UNLV Counting Education)

Digital competence refers to a set
of knowledge, skills and attitudes that
allow a person to achieve different life
goals through digital technologies. In
the education system, digitalization
dictates two tasks for teachers to de-
velop their own digital competencies,
as well as to develop the competences
necessary for students to function in
the digital world.

Some basic digital skills:

 Taking online courses.

e Making an effort to use technology
for job, for a hobby, or for showcas-
ing your work online.

* Improving methods of online com-
munication.

¢ Increasing online presence.

¢ Teaching digital skills to others.

e DPractising skills over time.

¢ Following current tech trends on an
ongoing basis.

ae
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With the advancement in technolo-
gy over the years, we now live in a world
that is both enriched and burdened by
computers and gadgets. Digital skills
are defined as the ability to find, evalu-
ate, use, share, and create content using
digital devices, such as computers and
smart phones.

Why teachers need digital litera-
cy?

If teachers are digitally literate, they
perceive technology as a source of cre-
ative potential, rather than something
that is mandatory to learn. Being digi-
tally literate helps teachers to find new
teaching tools like videos, podcasts to
engage students to learn. Intervention
of technology has changed the learning
styles and those students who cannot
attend class physically in school can at-
tend online classes at home and learn
from the same recorded class at their
own pace. One more thing that I would
like to add is that teaching through
technology can cater to the needs of all
three type of learners i.e. auditory or
visual and kinesthetic. So it’s the need
of the hour that our educators must be
well equipped with digital skills.

Digital skills should be acquired by
both teachers and students. Teaching
and learning process will go effectively
by the use of technology. We can learn
anything easily by seeing it. Digital
classrooms will be established in every
schools. Teachers should be trained for
this digital platform. Teachers should
acquire more knowledge about digital
platforms.

“If you want to teach people a new
way of thinking, don't bother trying
to teach them. Instead, give them a
tool, the use of which will lead to new
ways of thinking.”

-Richard Buckminster Fuller

In covid-19 teaching and digi-
tal skills have brought a sea change
in teaching learning process. Online
classes, educational whatsapp groups,

live classes on Google Meet, Zoom etc.

Youtube videos and audios played a
pivot role in teaching. Teacher frater-
nity made proper use of digital skills
to shape the future of students during
lock down.

There are hundreds of digital assist-
ed learning tools such as educational
apps, software and programs which can
be included in teaching to enhance and
sharpen the teaching skills to engage
curious minds. This Covid pandem-
ic has proven that digital devices and
technology have benefited students in
this hazardous situation.

"Children are like wet cement.
Whatever falls on them makes an im-
pression.” -Haim Ginott
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Today students are techno experts
so a teacher must use modern teach-
ing techniques to bring desirable out-

comes. We can change a boring topic
into an interesting session by using
Digital Gadgets and Technology. This
way children will always look forward
to our lecture and will wait for us to
enter the class. In this context it’s also
noteworthy to mention the role of a
teacher in guiding students who are in-
clined to become addicted to excessive
dependence on gadgets to escape from
the burden of original thinking and ap-
plication.

Classrooms can be more interactive
if we use digital smart- boards, LCD
projectors etc. The whole world will

JeCsR-cfdeR 2021

be in one class room and students will
travel virtually in the Universe of Edu-
cation they will take a dip and learn to
swim in the ocean of knowledge.

Some students may show unruly
behaviour and create unnecessary dis-
ruption in the classroom. Actually,
such students are attention seekers.
They can be well engaged and manage
efficiently by using digital technolo-
gy in the teaching process. There are
countless ways to polish teaching skills
by inculcation of digital skills.

The days of hand written records
and paper copies of classroom assess-
ments are quickly fading in this cen-
tury. Technology based assessment
techniques used in the classroom en-
vironment help teachers gain an un-
derstanding of what students know or
don’t know. Many teachers are utilizing
technology-based programs and sys-
tems that provide teachers with formal
and informal assessments to track stu-
dent's progress frequently. These types
of formative assessments help keep
students on-track with achievement,
while also providing opportunities
for students to participate in engag-
ing activities based upon abilities and
needs. Kahoot and Plickers are some
of the free student response tools that
any teacher can use very easily to assess
the understanding level of Students.
They can create their own quiz along
with answer choices and project the
same onto the classroom screen while
the students submit their answers using
internet connected devices and paper
clickers. Questions can contain images
and videos to help all the learners refer
to and answer the questions.

"Equipping teacher with technology
that will automate the boring work will
enhance education and make it more
powerful."

It is crystal clear that the digitali-
zation of education, the use of digital
Technologies and data in imparting ed-

A¥
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ucation to children will bring positive

modification making it effective, effi-

cient and engaging

Conclusion
In a nutshell teachers need to under-

stand their new responsibility to facili-
tate the use of technology in teaching
-learning process. The COVID-19 cri-
sis revealed the necessity for teachers to
have digital skills in order to effectively
teach online. Teachers should be able
to use and apply digital technologies in
all educational activities.

Technology is extremely import-
ant in education as said in the Cur-
riculum for Excellence “The technol-
ogies provide frequent opportunities
for active learning in creative and
work-related contexts.” (Scottish
Government, 2004)

If teachers are digitally literate, they
perceive technology as a source of cre-
ative potential, rather than something
that is mandatory to learn. Being digi-
tally literate helps teachers to find new
teaching tools like videos, podcasts to
engage students to learn.
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"You left the bathroom window

open!" Exclaimed my son. "I froze

while taking a shower this morning."
"Oh I'm sorry I will just shut it." I

stretched my hand out after opening

e
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the net window and was just about to
slam the glass one shut when i froze.

I looked down and saw a nest was in
the making,.

"The window will have to remain
open now." I told my son. " | will fix
something inside the 'jaali' one so you
wont feel cold." I said sticking a trans-
parent plastic sheet on it.

After a few days a pair of Mynahs
was seen. They would pick anything
they found from the garden. Dry

leaves, twigs and even pieces of string

Bathroom Nest

or plastic in order to make a cosy nest
on this 1st floor half open window.

One day my son gave an exicted
yelp. I rushed to see and he was point-
ing at the nest. I saw 4 turquoise eggs
and was facinated by their color

I googled and found mynahs lay
eggs in colors ranging from green to
blue. After carefully maneuvering the
camera, I took a pic. My son did not
complain about the cold anymore or
even the smell that came from the nest.

He grabbed my hand and stopped
me from spraying air freshner in the
bathroom.

"It's nature Mom, please don't dis-
turb them."

I was touched by his concern.

Then one fine morning we heard a
lot of chirping. We all rushed to what
had now become the focus of all at-
tention in our house - the bathroom.
We saw 4 little chicks had hatched.
They were featherless and their eyes
had not opened but the 4 of them to-
gether made quite a cacophony. Then
we watched in awe as Mommy mynah
came and perched on window sill, en-
tered the nest and began feeding them
one by one as they arched their eager
beaks towards her.

I started putting out boiled rice
and other grains in my garden. Soon
enough Mommy mynah would alight
on the ledge and pick up the food for
her young ones. They grew fast and
before long one of the adventerous
chicks tried to fly off and came tum-
bling down into the garden. I found it
sitting scared in a flower pot, while its
parents were screeching away. I picked
it up gently and went upstairs,opened
the net window gingerly; not wanting
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to displace the siblings. Thankfully
they accepted him back.

I don't know if the parents knew
what I had done but after that day they
became super friendly with me.

It was during Covid times and lock-
down. I used to have all my meals sit-
ting in my lawn just below the window
nest. To my surprise Mommy mynah
came and sat on the fence watching me
eat my 'rajma chawal.' I threw some
rice on the ground and she came and
picked it up. Then I put some on the
table and she came there too. It wasn't
long before she began to recognise my
voice. I would call to her and throw
rice and she would be there in a jiffy.

Imagine my delight when i had 4
young guests for lunch. Yes, Mommy
mynah brought all her chicks to meet
me as soon as they learnt to fly. They
were even less afraid than the parents
and would strut about on the arms
of my chair squaking and demanding
food. T was so grateful for their lovely
company in the lonely lockdown. They
would even chase away any rivals from

JeCsR-cfdeR 2021

feasting at my garden.

Once I saw a mouse eating their
grain and I shouted. You won't believe
this but Papa mynah actually heard
my frightened scream, came down and

2
Story gﬁt

chased the mouse away like a watch-
dog. They continued to come to my
lawn for their feeds for a very long
time. Even till the next generation of
mynahs was due and they built a new
nest on the same window sill.

However I could not feed the next
batch as my son insisted on getting a
labrador puppy. Needless to say now
the 'watch dog' had been sadly re-
placed by a real one. The lab would
not let them sit in my garden. He even
got jealous and ate up the rice I kept
for them. So i had to keep it on a high
ledge but the lab would bark so loud
that they stopped coming there alto-
gether.

However, they continued to use the
nest every season, much to our relief.

The new generations of mynahs
come and go but at least that endearing
nest remains the same. So this is one
rare nest that is never really empty for
long.

Editor, Shiksha Saarthi
deviyanisingh@gmail.com
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s
m Adult Education

Adults are Always Thrilled to
Enhance Themselves

"I think the principal purpose of
education is to allow each of us, when
webecome adults, to shape our own

Suture."

- Michael Gove
en | use this '"ADULT EDU-
CATION', what does it mean?
Getting education in a flexible and col-
laborative manner. A practice in which
adults engage in systematic and sus-
tained self-educating activities in order
to gain new forms of knowledge, skills,
attitudes, or values means any form of
learning adults engage in beyond tradi-
tional schooling , encompassing basic
literacy to personal fulfilment as a life-

long learner.

Adults have accumulated knowl-
edge and work experience which can
add to the learning experience and
provide them a foundation of learning,.
An adult's readiness to learn is linked

W
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to their need to have the information.
Their orientation to learn is prob-
lem-centered rather than subject-cen-
tered. Their motivation to learn is inter-
nal. What's the motive behind all this-
learning? Remember the 1990s. Many
adults, including most office workers,
enrolled in computer training courses.
These courses would teach basic use of
the operating system or specific appli-
cation software. Thus they learnt either
at their own whim - to gain computer
skills and can earn higher pay or at the
behest of their managers. The purpose
at college or University level is distinct,
related to personal growth as well as oc-
cupation and career preparedness.
Adults frequently apply their knowl-
edge in a practical fashion to learn ef-
fectively. They must have a reasonable
expectation that the knowledge they
gain will help them further their goals.

The primary purpose of adult educa-
tion is to provide a second chance for
those who have lost access to educa-
tion due to poverty or other reasons.
Its spirit lies in providing social justice
and equal access to education to all. An
individual's motive can be vocational,
social, and recreational, for self-devel-
opment or for personal and profession-
al needs.

But is this adult education so easy
and smooth as it seems to be? Adults
have to face many hurdles on various
fronts; be it situational, institutional or
dispositional. Lack of time, balancing
career and family demands, the higher
cost of education, lack of confidence
and a fear of failure are some other
challenges, though distance / online
learning has addressed their problems
to some extent.

“Education is not The Filling of a
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Pail, But the Lighting of a Fire.”
-W.B.Yeats
We need to think about what mo-
tivates the adults to continue their ed-
ucation despite all the obstacles. Bene-
fits of continuing education in getting
promotions or better job performance
as well as teachers' awareness of the
students’
make them realize the importance of
continuing with their education and
enhancing themselves to keep pace

needs and requirements,

with time.

Adult Education provides oppor-
tunities for personal growth, goal ful-
filment and socialization. It has many
benefits ranging from better health and
personal well- being to greater social
inclusion. It can also support the func-
tion of democratic systems and provide
greater opportunities for finding new
or better employment- a great help to
the individual and a positive impact on
the economy.

According to the most recent es-
timates, the global youth literacy rate
is 91, meaning 102 million youth lack

basic literacy skills. The adult literacy
rate is 86%, which means 750 million
adults lack basic literacy skills. At the
global level, the youth literacy rate is
expected to reach 94% by 2030 and
the adult literacy rate to 90%.

In a world as dynamic as ours, who

%
Adult Education i

says learning shouldn't continue into
adulthood? Adult education gives ma-
ture learners the chance to increase
their knowledge, develop new skills
and gain qualifications and credentials.
Adult education teaches valuable skills
that can be put into action in a wide
range of situations. The confidence and
aptitude gained with adult education is
valuable both in and out of the work-
place. It must be kept in mind that
‘Learning never stops, one can make
progress and develop valuable skills
at any time anywhere from literacy
and numeracy to foreign languages to
expand one’s knowledge and skills to
improve career prospects and develop
self-confidence. It must be facilitated
in a more energetic and enhanced way
by the Government.

“That Is What Learning Is. You
Suddenly  Understand  something
you've Understood All Your Life, But
In a New Way.”

-Doris Lessing

Dr. Kuldeep Singh
Lecturer in English
GSSS Bamnola

Distt. Jhajjar, Haryana
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1. The popular chocolate bar "Three Musketeers" got
its name because when it was first introduced in
1932 there were three individual bars. The flavours
were strawberry, chocolate, and vanilla.

2. Ina pack of Skittles candy, there is an equal 20% dis-
tribution of each flavour.

3. The largest number of children born to one woman,
who was a Russian peasant is 69.

4. The loss of eyelashes is referred to as madarosis.

5. The popular chocolate bar "Three Musketeers" got
its name because when it was first introduced in 1932
there were three individual bars. The flavours were
strawberry, chocolate, and vanilla.

6. In 1864, A Quebec farmer found a frog inside a hail-
stone.

7. Actor Sylvester Stallone once had a job as a lion cage
cleaner.

8. The first time there was an instance where they had a
separate toilet for women and men was in 1739 ata
ball in Paris.

9. In the marriage ceremony of the Ancient Inca Indians
of Peru, the couple was considered officially wed when
they took off their sandals and handed them to each
other.

10. Maine is the only state whose name is just one syllable.

11. Some birds have been known to put ants into their
feathers because the ants squirt formic acid, which kills
parasites.

12. On average, 42,000 balls are used and 650 matches are
played at the annual Wimbledon tennis tournament.

13. The WD in WD-40 stands for Water Displacer.

14. Lachanophobia is the fear of vegetables.
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15.
16.
17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.
23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.
30.

Lake Baikal, in Siberia, is the deepest lake in the world.
India has the most post offices in the world.
In 1886, Coca-cola was first served at a pharmacy in

Atlanta, Georgia for only five cents a glass. A pharma-

cist named John Pemberton created the formula for

Coca-cola.

Whale oil was used in some car transmissions until

1973.

Flamingos are able to fly at a speed of approximately

55 kilometers an hour. In one night they can travel

about 600 km.

"KemoSabe" means "soggy shrub" in Navajo.

In 1903, there were originally only eight Crayola cray-

ons in a box and they sold for five cents.

Men are able to read fine print better than women can.

Spiders usually have eight eyes, but still they cannot see

that well.

One ragweed plant can release as many as a million

grains of pollen in one day.

Women hearts beat faster than men.

The Central African raffia palm is known to have the

longest leaves. The leaves can measure up to 82.5 feet

long.

Due to the shortages of lead and metals during World

War II, toothpaste was packaged in plastic tubes and

have been ever since.

In humans, the epidermal layer of skin, which consists

of many layers of skin regenerates every 27 days.

A group of crows is called a murder.

Davao City, located at the Southern state of Philip-

pines, is the largest city in the world in terms of area.
https://greatfacts.com/
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. In which activity were hickory and
persimmon replaced by graphite
and titanium?Golf

What is the technical genus
category of lemons, oranges,
limes?Citrus

'Simnel’ refers to a traditional Eas-
ter (what?), originating in medieval
England: Cake; Turkey; Flower
garland; or Soup?Cake
A large Tibetan leonine (lion-like)
species bought in China for 12mil-
lion yuan (£1.2m) in 2014 became
the world's most expensive: Cat;
Dog; Parrot; or PigeDog
. A codicil is a supplementary text
which alters what sort of legal doc-

ument?Will

What word has noun/verb mean-
ings for an island, a promontory,
wine, organic soil, thinking, and a
fabric used in bookbinding?Mull
A fourteen year ban (for mental
health reasons) on what was lifted,
experimentally, by China in 2014:
Tequila; Wrestling; Gaming con-
soles; or Eastenders (the UK TV
soap)?Gaming consoles
Flemington, Greyville, and Long-
champ are associated with what,
respectively in Australia, South

Africa, and France?Horseracing

9. Popular in Indian subcontinental
cuisine, gram flour is made from:
Rice; Lentils; Chickpeas; or Ter-
mites?Chickpeas

10. The official logos for organic
product certification in the EU,
Japan, Australia and Canada all
feature a: Flower; Leaf; Sun; or
Bee?Leaf

11. German physician Franz Mes-
mer's (1734-1815) 'animal mag-
netism' theory is considered foun-
dational in the development of:
Yoga; Hypnosis; Body-building; or
Lion-taming?Hypnosis

12. Which understated northern Eu-
ropean nation grew to become by
the early 2000s the fourth richest
globally due largely to prudent
treatment of oil revenues’Norway

13. A 'frontispiece’ is traditionally at
the beginning of a: Book; Opera;
Staircase/escalator; or Pantomime
horse?Book

14. Derived from ecclesiastical Latin,
the term genuflexion/genuflection
refers to bending which part of
the body: Elbow; Knee; Finger; or
Wrist?Knee

15. A cloche hat is (what?)-shaped?:
Pillbox; Bell; Cone; or Banana?
Bell

16. 'The Old Lady of Threadneedle
Street' is a nickname for: The
Eiffel Tower; The Empire State
Building; The Bank of England; or
Sydney Opera House?The Bank of
England

17. What popular East Asian food
means 'bean curdled': Tofus
Paneer; Dim sum; or Shiitake?Tofu

18. Match these US cities and their
'Big' nicknames: Big... Orange;
Easy; Guava; Apple, Tomato;
Pineapple - New Orleans, Ho-
nolulu; New York; Sacramento;
Los Angeles; Tampa?Big Orange
- Los Angeles; Big Easy- New
Orleans; Big Guava - Tampa; Big
Apple - New York; Big Tomato -
Sacramento; Big Pineapple - Ho-
nolulu.

19. A large Tibetan leonine (lion-like)
species bought in China for 12mil-
lion yuan (£2m) in 2014 became
the world's most expensive: Cat;
Dog; Parrot; or PigZlDog (Tibetan
Mastiff)

https://www.businessballs.com/quiz/
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